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No. 110. 


BAHAMAS, 


ANNUAL REPORT FOR 1893. 


(For Report for 1892, see Colonial Report [Annual] No. 76.) 


Presented to both Wouses of Parliament by Command of Her Majesty, 
August 1894. 


S 
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PRINTED FOR HER MAJESTY’S STATIONERY OFFICE, 
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PRINTERS TO THE QUEEN’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY. 
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JOHN MENZIES & Co., 12, HANOVER STREET, EDINBURGH, and 
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COLONIAL REPORTS. 


The following, among other Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial 
Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained for a few pence from 
the sources indicated on the title page :— 


ANNUAL. 


No. Colony. Year. 


79 Malta - = 
80 Gambia * - 
81 Straits Settlements: - 
82 Grenada - - 
83 Barbados - - 
84. St. Vincent - - m 
85 | Hong Kong - - 

86 St. Lucia - = * - ‘ “A 
87 | Falkland Islands” - a 


106 Gambia - 
107 | Hong Kong 
108 St. Vincent - 
109 Gibraltar - 
110 | Bahamas - - 

111 Turks and Caicos Islands 
112 | Leeward Islands’ - 


peepee 


§8 | Gold Coast - a = be o 
89 | Basutoland - - - . " - | 1892-93 
90 | Ceylon - - - . = -| 1892 
91 Zululand - - - - . z Z 
92 | Mauritius - - 2 z 3 e . 
93 | Labuan - - . - a _ ~ 
94 | British Honduras - - « % ie 
95 | Lagos - - - . - %. is 
96 | Sierra Leone . - « : f ‘ 
97. | Fiji : = = - : Pi 
98 | Rodrigues - - - - . . és 
99 | St. Helena - - - - = “ sy 
100 | British Bechuanalan - “ - | 1892-93 
101 | British Guiana - - - z ro 
102 | Newfoundland “ - | 1892 
103 | Jamaica - - | 1892-93 
104 | Victoria - - | 1892 
105 | Bermuda - - | 1893 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 
No. Colony. Subject. 
1 | Gold Coast > - | Economic Agriculture. 
2 | Zululand - - - | Forests. 


8 | Sierra Leone - - | Geology and Botany. 
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No. 110. 
BAHAMAS. 


[For Report for 1892, see Colonial Report [Annual] No. 76.) 


Sir A, Sea to the Marquess or Ripon. 


Government House, Nassau, N.P., 
My Lorp, May 17, 1894. | 
I wAvE the honour to forward to your Lordship the Blue 
Book for 1893. 


Imports and Exports. 


2. The imports for the year 1893 show a decrease of 9,0561. 
and the exports a decrease of 28,1152. upon those of the previous 
year. The exports were the lowest of any within the past ten 
years and the result must have been disastrous but fur the outlay 
made on the fibre cultivations. 


Revenue. 


3. The revenue for the year 1893 was 53,225/, being 3,479/. 
under that of 1892. This is fully accounted for by the lessened 
products in quality and value, the year having been one of the 
worst on record for those engaged in the normal industries. 


Crown Lands. 


4. The revenue from Crown lands was 2,4332., being 1,2624. 
more than in 1892. 


Salt Pond Fund. 


5. The amount at the credit of this fund on the 31st of 
December 1893 was 1,329/ as against 1,344. at the end of the 
previous year. No substantial improvement can be expected in 
this account until a reduction is made in the prohibitive duties op 
salt at present imposed in the United States. 


Widows’ and Orphans’ Fund. - 


6. The amount received upon this account during the year was 
2661. while the amount expended was 2,3907. The loss to the 
Colony on this account was 7,949/, at the end of 1892 and this 
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was increased. to 10,0737. on the 31st of December 1893. Under 
existing conditions this must be a growing deficit, nor does there 
seem to be any practicable escape from this serious outlook. 


Post Office Savings Bank. 


7. The amount of investments on this account in the hands 
of the Crown Agents on the 31st of December 1893 was 
7,482/, 19s. 9d., which cost 7,4391. 3s. 10d., on deposit in the bank 
of Nassau there was 188/. 16s. 4d. and cash in the Post Office 
351. 7s. 7d. making a total of assets 7,663/. 7s. 9d. The liabilities 
were 8,002/. 15s. ild., showing an excess of liabilities over assets 
of 3391, 8s. 2d.; but this is a reduction of the deficiency in the 
previous year’s account of 1131. 2s. 4d. The deficiency in this 
account is a part of the defalcation of ex-Postmaster Clare and 
is gradually being paid off. 


Joint Stock Bank of Nassau. 


8. The bank of Nassau continues its operations, and a dividend 
of 10 per cent. was paid for the year to the shareholders. 


Public Debt 


9. The funded debt has been reduced by the sum of 400/. paid 
off during the year 1893. It now stands at 80,126/, which, with 
the debt for account of the telegraph cable of 30,0002. makes in all 
110,1261. Of this amount 32,0001. was issued by the Crown 
Agents in England and the balance 78,1261. is held in the 
Colony. 


Legislation. 


10. Eighteen Acts were passed in the session of the year 1893. 
They were all reported on by the Attorney-General, and the only 
one of any special significance was the Act 56 Vict. c. 4, an Act 
passed for the purpose of making permanent the prohibition of 
the export of fibrous plants. 


Population. 


1]. The census of 1891 gave a population of 47,565. During 
the year 1893 there were 1,939 births and 1,181 deaths, the latter 
showing a rate of 24°8 per thousand as against 27°3 in the 
previous year. 


Sponge Fishery. 


12. The export of sponge in 1893 amounted to 58,615/. as 
against 65,5541. in 1892, showing a decrease of 6,9391. ‘This 
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falling off was frincipally due to the boisterous weather which 
prevailed during a part of the sponging season, making it imprac- 
ticable for the vessels to leave shelter and thus suspending 
operations for a considerable time. 


Salt. 


13. There was an export of 2,068/. in salt during 1893, being 
a slight increase on that of the previous year when the export 
amounted to 1,9782 


Fibre Cultivation, 


14, The export of Bahama hemp amouated in 1893 to 1,200d. 
as against 692/. in 1892. The area of Crown Land now disposed 
of is 85,000 acres while about 15,000 acres of private land 18 also 
in course of cultivation. The quantity planted at the end of 1893 
was 17,000 acres and an annual increase of about 6,000 acres will 
be the rate of progress. The history of the origin and growth of 
this industry has so often been written that but little remains to 
be said in that regard. It will, hereafter, be a record of increasing 
development and social advancement, which results now appea 
to be as assured as is possible in the course of human events, As 
far as the welfare of the Colony is concerned there seems to be 
the minimum of uncertainty, for it is not conceivable that the 
value of the fibre can go below the cost of production, though the 
profit, as in the case of all commercial enterprises, must ever be an 
uncertain and varying quantity. The export of 1893 was far 
below the expectations though not from want of an ainple supply 
of the raw material, 

The shortcoming was due to several causes. In the first place 
the most advanced plantation, in which an American Syndicate is 
interested, was almost entirely neglected owing to the financial 
troubles in the United States, and the low price of the fibre, 
consequent in a great degree on the money stringency which 
lessened the desire to prepare the product for market. The 
business was also much delayed by disappointment in the matter 
of the scutching machines, which in many cases proved useless. 
It is highly satisfactory to know that this difficulty is now over, 
for a machine manufactured by the Todd Company of New York 
has been at length found to work admirably, the fibre being 
cleaned perfectly, at the smallest possible amount of waste. ‘I'here 
can be but little doubt that this machine will be universally 
adopted, as, besides its efficiency, it is cheaply operated, a woman 
to feed the machine with leaves, another to remove the finished 
fibre, being all the labour attendant on this process. It has been 
for some time a subject of much thought as to how the small 
cultivators were to utilise their iabour where, as in the great 
majority of cases, they were too poor and their plantings too 
limited to admit of the cost of a machine, A satisfactory solution, 
however, has now been found which will be a great boon to thig 
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class and will bring the blessings of the industry home to the 
humblest peasant in the Colony. ‘The process is as simple as ic 
ia available to all, and consists of a slit being made in the thie'x 
end of the leaf, when it is torn asunder, leaving the inner part 
exposed, and by then soaking it in salt water, which is never far 
to reach ; in about a week the pulp may be removed by hand and 
the fibre preserved. No waste whatever is found in this method, 
and it is understood that a man or woman, or grown boys or guls, 
may turn out from fifty to sixty pounds of fibre as the result of a 
day’s work, The plan is being adopted throughout the Colony, 
and what was for some time deemed a missing-link is thus 
effectively supplied. 

15. There has always been a certain amount of speculatiun as 
to the effects of hurricanes on the fibre fields, and though the 
plants are so hardy, the idea was in some degree a disturbing one. 
The question has now been satisfactorily tested. In August last, 
as well as in October, the Bahama Islands were visited with 
hurricanes which did consilerable damage to various kinds of 
property. In one or two cases fibre fields, by unusual rising of 
the tides, were laid under water, and it was supposed that in these 
instances much injury had been done to the plants. In all other 
fields, though exposed to the force of the storm, the plants escaped 
without any injury and their power of resistance was thus 
established. But even in the submerged fields, the damage 
proved, eventually, to be trifling. The leaves were much knocked 
about, but they finally recovered to a great extent, and they are 
now being dressed, producing a fibre not much inferior to the 
best, but classed as No. 2 because of some small spots being 
discoloured which detracts from the appearance, though not, it is 
believed, from the strength, of the article. : 

16. Labour continues in good supply aud is not likely to bea 
cause of difficulty for many years. Railways are being laid 
down in the principal Estates and this will be found a most 
profitable investment in saving labour on the carriage of the leaves 
to the dressing establishment—one hundred pounds of leaf 
yielding not more than four or five pounds of fibre. Of the large 
plantations one has over 5,000 acres under cultivation, one about 
3,000 ; one 2,000 and two others 1,000 acres each. The smaller 
farms are from 200 to about 700 acres. Now that a standard 


scutching machine has been accepted exports should go forward 


ynotierately in 1894, but on a large and increasing scale in the 


following and future years. 

17. The generally accepted stancard of 600 plants to the acre, 
ig now in many cases being changed to 800 and in some instances 
to 1,000. If this increased number be not found to impede 
harvesting by the inconvenient crowding of the trees, the yield per 
acre should, of course, be largely augmented. The estimated 
annual yield of a single tree is two pounds of fibre, and thus, 
‘nstead of a return of 1,200 lbs. from the earlier planting of 600 
trees, assuming that the results are not modified by want of room 


Ve 


~T 


COLONIAL REPORTS.—ANNUAL. 


for the full development of the plants, 2,000 Ibs. will be the ee 
expected yield where 1,000 plants are given to the acre. es 


Fruit. 

18. The export of Pine-apples in 1893 amounted to 39,3862. 
showing a decrease of 16,6144. on that of the previous year. The 
heavy falling-off in the shipments of this important product was 
attributable to the long-continued drought in the early part of the 
year, which materially impeded the growth of the crop, and the 
severe financial depression existing in the United States, which 
affected, to a disastrous extent, the fruit as well as other industries. 
The loss on realisation was nearly equal to that in the short 
production, and the actual shortcoming on this account was uot 
less than 30,0001. 


Shipping. 
19. The following tables present an abstract of the shipping 
returns for the year 1893 :— 
Sailing Vessels Entered (British). 


— No. of Vessels. Tonnage. | Crews. 
pee eS And eee, ee | Cae Be OS a 
With cargoes - - - 168 10,031 1,110 
In ballast - - 46 3,448 306 
Total = - z 214 13,479 1,416 


Sailing Vessels Entered (Foreign). 


————— No. of Vessels. Tonnage. | Crews. 
With cargoes + - : 87 7,071 587 
In ballast - - - 54 4,636 331 
Poul « ‘ j 141 11,707 868 


a EE 


Sailing Vessels Cleared (British). 


——$— 


ee No. of Vessels. Tonnage. | Crews. 
With cargoes - - - 151 11,477 968 
In ballast - - - 67 3,006 415 


Total - - 218 14,483 1,383 
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- Sana Sailing Vessels Cleared (Foreign). 
_—_— No. of Vessels. Tonnage, Crews, 
With cargoes ~ - - 108 10,981 655 
In ballast - - - 82 2,429 209 
Total - - 140 13,410 864 
Steam Vessels Entered (British). 
—— No. of Vessels. Tonnage. | Crews. 
With cargoes - - - 45 53,705 1,066 
In ballast - - - 6 5,023 205 
Total - . 51 58,728 1,271 
Steam Vessels Entered (Foreign). 
—- No. of Vessels.| Tonnage. | Crews. 
With cargoes - - - 56 90,800 | 2,993 
In ballast - - - 4 595 58 
Total - - 60 91,395 8,051 
Steam Vessels Cleared (British). 
——E No. of Vessels. Tonnage. | Crews. 
With cargoes” - - - 39 51,920 993 
In ballast - - - 4 3,250 154 


Total - - 43 55,170 1,147 
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Steam Vessels Cleared (Foreign). 
—— No. of Vessels.| Tonnage. | Crews. 
With cargoes = - - 61 89,208 3,134 
In ballast . - - 2 1,911 58 
Total - - 63 91,119 8,192 


These returns show an increase in sailing tonnage of 1,887 tons 
and in steam tonnage of 13,525 tons over those of the previous 
year. 


Education. 


20. The total expenditure upon education during the year 1893 
was 4,8001. 

There are 40 Government schools, in which the number of 
pupils on the rolls was 5,266, with anaverage attendance of 3,281 
no fees being paid. There are aiso 13 aided schools, with 854 
pupils on the rolls, and an average attendance of 495 

The Church of England has 33 schools unassisted, with a total 
roll of 1,707 pupils, and there are 29 other private schools with a 
total roll of 1,295 pupils. 

The Nassau Training Institute for Teachers numbers on the 
rolls 12, and the evening school in connection therewith 36, 
pupils. 


Criminal Statistics. 


21. There were, during the year, 2,313 persons brought 
before the Magistrates’ Court, of whom 362 were discharged for 
want of prosecution or want of evidence, 570 were cases dismissed 
on their merits, 1,326 were summarily convicted, 55 were committed 
for trial in the Superior Court, where judgment for the Crown was 
given in 29 cases. These cases do not present any features calling 
for special comment ; since the convictions of the two persons 
connected with the ourbreak of April last, the peace of the place 
has not been at all seriously disturbed. 


Prison, 


22. The total number of persons committed to prison during the 
year was 266; being 121 men, 79 women, and 66 juveniles ; of 
these, 59, 40, and 16, respectively, had been previously convicted. 

The average daily number of prisoners was 54 as against 49 in 
the previous year. 


Hospital and Insane Asylum, 


23. The daily average of patients in hospital was 84. 
There were 75 patients remaining at the end of 1892, and 
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243 patients were admitted during the year. Sixty-four patients 
were discharged as cured, 64 as relieved, and 10 not improved. 
There were 70 deaths. 

The new Victoria Hospital, which was opened in June, 1893, is 
a building admirably designed for its purposes; it provides ample 
and airy accommodation for patients, and will meet all probable 
requirements for many years. 

The new building is an eminently satisfactory solution of a 
long-vexed question, and will prove an inestimable boon to the 
community, which has suffered much for want of adequate or 
suitable hospital accommodation. 

24, There were 11 lunatics admitted into the asylum, 3 were 
discharged cured, 1 relieved, and 5 died during the year. 


Meteorological Observations. 


25. ‘The rainfall for 1893 was 65°23 inches, but rains generally 
were too late in the year for the crops; winds from north-east to 
south-east prevailed for 239 days. The mean air temperature 
at 9 o'clock a.m. and 3 o’clock p.m., ranged from 75:0 Fahr. 
and 74°3 Fahr. in March to 866 Fahr and 86°7 Fahr. in July, 


the highest point reached being. 97° Fahr. 
I have, &e. 


(Signed) A. SHEA, 
Governor, 
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No. 1183. 
BARBADOS. 


ANNUAL REPORT FOR 1898, 


(For Report for 1892, see Colonial Report [Annual] No. 83.) 


Presented to hoth Bouses of Parliament by Cammand of Ber Majesty. 
August 1894. 


LONDON: 


PRINTED FOR HER MAJESTY’S STATIONERY OFFICE, 
BY EYRE AND SPOTTISWOODE, 
PRINTERS TO THE QUEEN’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY. 


And to be purchased, either directly or through any Booxseller, from 
EYRE anp SPOTTISWOODE, Hast HaRDING STREET, FLEET Srreet, 6.C., and 
32, ABINGDON STREET, WESTMINSTER, 8.W.; or 
JOHN MENZIES & Co., 12, HANOVER STREET, EDINBURGH, and 
90, West NILE STREET, GLASGOW : or 
HODGES, FIGGIS, & Co., LimirEp, 104, GRAFTON STREET, DUBLI#. 


1894. 


(C.—7319-11.] 
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The following, among other, Reports relating to; HerMajesty’s Colonial 
Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained for a few pence from 
the sources indicated on the title page :— 


106 Gambia - 
107 Hong Kong 
108 St. Vincent 
109 Gibraltar - 


ANNUAL. 
No. Colony. Year. 
74 Turks and Caicos Islands - - - - | 1892 
75 Gibraltar - - - - - ” . 
76 Bahamas_ - - - - - - i 
77 Leeward Islands - - - - - _ 
78 | Trinidad and Pabsge - - - - mn 
79 Malta, - - - - - . 
80 Gambia - - - - - - ns 
8l Straits agers: . - - - % 
82 Grenada - - - - - a 
83 Barbados - - - - - - me 
84 St. Vincent - - - - - “j 
85 Hong Kong - - - - - p 
86 St. Lucia - - . - - . ae 
87 Falkland Islands - - - . - a 
88 Gold Coast - - - - - = 
89 Basutoland - - - - - | 1892-93 
90 Ceylon - - - - - - | 1892 
91 Zululand - - - - - - re 
92 Mauritius - - - : - - ~ 
93 Labuan - - - - - - - 
94 British Honduras - - - - - ¥% 
95 Lagos - - - - - - 95 
96 Sierra Leone - - - - - 5 
97 Fiji - - - - - - % 
98 Rodrigues - - . - - - 4 
99 St. Helena - - - - - = 
100 British Hechaseadand ~ - - - | 1892-93 
101 British Guiana - - - - - er 
102 Newfoundland - ~ - =| 1892 
103 Jamaica - - - - - | 1892-93 
104 Victoria - - - =| 1892 
105 Bermuda - - - -| 1898 


MISCELLANEOUS. 
EE a errirmiiaaai tiie 
No. Colony. Subject. 
ean Se ee nal 
1 | Gold Coast - - | Economic Agriculture. 
2 | Zululand - - - | Forests. 
3 | Sierra Leone - - | Geology and Botany. 
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No. 113. 


BARBADOS. 


(For Report for 1892, see Colonial Report [Annual] No. 83.) 


Sir J. S. Hay to the Marquess or Rrpron. 


Government House, 
My Lorp MarqQugEss, June 15, 1894. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit six copies of the Blue Book 
of this Colony for the year 1893, and enclose the Report thereon, 
which has been furnished to me by the Colonial Secretary. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J.S. Hay. 


Colonial Secretary’s Office, Barbados, 
Sir, June 15, 1894. 

I wave the honour to enclose the Blue Book Report for 
the year 1893, which has been very carefully prepared by 
Mr. W. H. Bailey, the Chief Clerk and late Acting Auditor- 
General, as I was not here during the year with which it deals. 

I have &c. 
(Signed) G. R. Le Hunte. 
Colonial Secretary 
His Excellency Sir J. S. Hay, K.C.M.G., 


Governor. 
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Biue Boox Report, 1893. 
BaRBADOS. 


1893. Taxes and Duties. 


eee 


1. There is no change to note in the Schedule of Taxes and 
Duties leviable in the Colony. 


Finance, 
£ ea, 
2. The balance on Ist January 1893 was- 9,809 7 9 
The receipts during the year were - 161,730 7 11} 


Total : - 171,539 15 8} 
The expenditure for 1893 was - - 164,633 6 44 


Leaving a balance on 31st December 
1893 of - - - - £6,906 9 4 


3, The Revenue for the year exceeded the estimates by 1,5032. ; 
Customs and Excise producing more than was anticipated. 


4, The Expenditure was less than the Estimate by 9991. 5s. 44d. 


5. The Revenue for the year, compared with that for 1892, 
shows on the whole a decrease of 9337. 9s. 44d., but when the 
causes which occasioned decreases to be shown against certain 
items of revenue are taken into account, there would be an 
increase in the ordinary Revenue of the year compared with 
1892 of 3,2881. 3s. 2d. 


6. The expenditure was 34,496/. 11s. 10d. less than that in 
1892. This decrease is owing to the fact that the heavy payments 
made from the General Revenue in 1892 on account of the New 
Lunatic Asylum and the cost of the Improvement in Bay Street, 
ceased in this year, and the amount of 164,633/. 6s. 44d. expended 
fairly represents the ordinary expenditure. 


7. The following tables give the Revenue and Expenditure of 
the Colony for the past four years. 


Revenue, 
Year. | Customs. | Excise. | Other Recs Total. 
£ £ £ £ 
1893 - é 94,480 82,553 34,697 161,730 
1892 - = 92,340 28,919 41,404 162,663 
1891 =- : 99,780 25,298 38,827 163,905 
*1890 - F 116,415 30,517 39,247 186,179 


_———$——————— 
* In this year was reaped the largest crop of sugar the Island has ever made. 
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Expenditure. 
Year. Salaries. Other Expenses. Total. 
& £ £ 
1893 - - 72,978 91,655 164,633 
1892 a - 73,253 125,876 199,129 
1891 - - | *78,249 98,551 176,800 
1890 - - 68,960 112,675 181,635 


* Salaries for 18 months. 


8. The assets of the Colony at the end of the year amounted to 
31,5232. 16s. 6d., which sum includes the nominal value of the 
amount in the Sinking Fund under the Public Works Loan Act, 
1881. 


Publie Debt. 


9, There was no increase to the Public Debt during the year 
which still remains at 30,1002 The amount (nominal) to the 
credit of the Sinking Fund on 30th September 1893 was 
11,1291. 13s. 2d. 


Local Revenues. 


10. The total Parochial revenue raised by the several vestries 
and highways Commissioners during the year ended 24th March 
1893 was 59,719. This includes the annual grant from the Public 
Treasury of 5,4501, in aid of the upkeep of highways. The 
Parochial expenditure amounted to 56,1561, of which 41,2952. was 
for Poor Relief, and the upkeep of churches, chapels and repairs to 
schools, and 14,8611. on highways. | . 


Military Expenditure. 


11. The return furnished by the Military Authorities shows that 
the total expenditure incurred by the Imperial Government in this 
Colony in 1893 amounted to 49,672/ 


Public Works. 


12. During the year, a Recreation Room for the Police was 
erected within the Central Police Station at a cost of 3501. 
This sum was charged to the Police Reserve Fund and did 
not come out of the General Revenue. Repairs were begun 
in the latter part of the year to the Wharf Walls, and the work, 
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Barsavos. which was estimated to cost 1,250/. was proceeded with on the 


1893. 


lines proposed in the scheme for Harbour Improvements. This 
Scheme, has however, at the time of writing this Report, been 
postponed till 30th June 1895. 

Repairs were made to the various Government Buildings at a 
cost of 2,123. 


Legislation, 


13. The session of 1893-94 was opened on the 11th July. 
During the year 37 Acts were passed and assented to by the Gov- 
ernor. This number includes 25 which belonged to the previous 
Session, which expired on the 25th April. 

The following are the titles of the more important of the 
Acts: 


An Act to provide for the Registration of Judgments. 

An Act to raise the sum of 200,000/. by the issue of Inscribed 
Stock (for the Harbour Extension). 

The Bills of Exchange Act, 1893. 

The Quarantine Act, 1893. 

The Electric Lighting Act, 1893. 

The Barbados Railway’s (Tramways) Act, 1893. 

An Act to amend “ The Colonial Secretary’s Office Act, 1890,” 
and * The Audit Office Act, 1890.” 

And two Acts for further promoting the revision of the Siatute 
Law. 


Political Franchise. 


14. No change has taken place in the qualification of voters, 
which remain the same as set forth in “ The Representation of the 
People Act, 1891.” The election of Members for the House of 
Assembly took place on the 3rd July in all the parishes except that 
of St. Joseph, in which there was a contest, and it was decided on 
the 10th July. The total number of registered electors is 
2,0a1. 


Councils and Assemblies, 


15. The Executive Council and the Legislative Council consisted 
of the same members as in 1892. 


16. The Honourable J. W. Perris, M.L.C., resigned his seat on 
the Executive Commiitee from failing health, having served asa 
Member since the formation of the body in 1881. He was succeeded 
by the Honourable Oswald Jones, M.L.C.; Dr. Phillips, M.C.P., 
also resigned his seat at the same Board, and Mr. Thomas J. ones, 
M.C.P., was appointed in his place. 


17. House of Assembly.—Mr. J. C. Lynch was elected a Member 
for the City of Bridgetown in the place of Mr. B, Inniss, who 
declined re-election. Mr. C. C. Knollys, C.M.G. (Colonial 
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Secretary) was elected for St. Joseph vice Mr, C. A. King-Harman, 
C.M.G. (Auditor-General), who had left the Island, and the seat 
for the parish of St. Peter, formerly held by Mr. Knollys, was 
filled by the election of Mr. C, P. Clarke, Barrister-at-Law. 


Civil Establishment. 


18. The Governor, Sir J. S. Hay, K.C.M.G., was absent on leave 
from the 2lst October, and Major-General George Paton, 
C.M.G., administered the Government. 


19. The Auditor-General, Mr. C. A."King-Harman, C.M.G., 
left the Island on the lst July to assume the Colonial Secretary- 
ship of Mauritius, and Mr. W. H. Bailey, Chief Clerk of the 
Colonial Secretary’s Office, was appointed to act in the 
Office until an appointment was made. This Office was to 
have been amalgamated with that of the Colonial Secretary, 
but it was not considered advisable to carry the experiment 
into effect, and an Act was passed to restore the office. 


20. Mr. J. H. Brady, M.L.C.E., Superintendent of Public 
Works, was absent on leave for a fortnight, and his duties were 


performed by Mr. P. N. H. Jones, M.I.C.E. 


21. The Comptroller of Customs, Mr. P. L. Dillon, was absent on 
leave from 20th May to 19th November, and Mr. Robert Dickson, 
Landing Surveyor, performed the duties of Comptroller; and 
Mr. W. Everard, Senior Landing Waiter, performed those of 
Landing Surveyor, 


Judicial Establishment. 


22. Mr. H. J. Lee-Evans, Judge of the Bridgeton Petty Debt 
Court, died on 18th August. Mr. E. C. Jackman, Barrister-at- 
Law, who had been acting for Mr. Evans, continued to perform the 
duties until the arrival of Mr. 8. J. Fraser, Police Magistrate of 
Tobago, who had been appointed to the office. 


Police Establishment. 


23. Colonel John Elliott, C.B,, C.M.G,, Inspector-General of 
Police, &c., was absent on leave from 8th April to 4th December, 
and the duties of his office were discharged by Mr. C J. 
Lawrence, Inspector of Police, 


Ecclesiastical Establishment, 


24. His Lordship the Bishop was on leave from the Island from 
ist July. The Venerable G. M. D. Frederick, Archdeacor. and 
Rector of St, Peter’s, returned from leave of absence on Sth June, 
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The Rey. Canon E. Lisle Smith also returned from leave of 
absence on the 22nd April, Some of the vicars were also absent 
on leave. 


25. The Rev. W. D. Arrindell, Rector of St. James, resigned 
ona pension, and the Rev. W. C, Watson, Rector of St. Lucy, 
was transferred to the vacancy, his place being filled by the Rev. 
H. Hutson, of Grenada. 


Pensions. 


26. The following are the principal officials who retired on 
pensions during the year. Dr. R. B. Walcott, Coroner, &c. 
District “F” 522 10s. Od. (since dead); Rev. W. D Arrindell, 
Rector of St. James, 2107. 5s. Od.; Joseph Jackman, Weigher 
and Gauger, 2451. 10s. 5d.; L. J. Patterson, Chief Clerk, Audit 
Cffice, 1251. Os. Od. 


27. Several pensioners died during the year, nearly all of whom 
retired in the previous year, viz.: Rev. G. D. Gittens, pension of 
2102. 5s. Od.; Rev. Canon G. M. Clinkett, 1202; Mr. Charles 
Evelyn, 622 16s. 4.; Naboth Greaves, 2402, and Mr. J. G. Grant, 
C.M.G., 7112 13s. 9d, who had been in receipt of his pension 
since 1882. 


Foreign Consuls. 


28. During the year Mr. George T. Tate succeeded Dr. E. 
A. Dimmick as Consul for the United States of America, and 
Mr. 8S. H. McCormick was appointed Consul for the United States 
of Brazil. 


Population. 


29. The population of the Island may now be set set down at 
185,000. 


30. The Baptisms were 7,896, Marriages 1,289, and Burials 
4,956 during the year, showing an increase of births over deaths 
of very little less than 3,000. The number of Baptisms and 
Marriages are greater than in any year since 1889, while the 
Burials, with the exception of 1892, are fewer than in any year 
since 1889, The number of baptisms indicates an alarming ratio 
of over one-and-a-half per cent. increase in the population when 
the number of burials is also taken into account, and it is hoped 
that the Emigration Commission now sitting may find some solution 
of the problem of how to deal with the large surplus, which is 
growing larger and larger each year. 
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31. The following Table exhibits the number of Baptisms, Baxsavos. 


Marriages and Burials from 1889. i893. 
; ; : No. of Deaths | No. of Births 
Year. Baptisms, Marriages. Burials, per 1,000. per 1,000.. 
1889 - - 7,399 980 6,261 34°7 42°2 
1890 - - 7,419 1,056 5.000 27°6 41°6 
1901 SP nig, 766 986 6,794 37°3 42°6 
1892 - - 6,993 1,224 3,729 20°4 38°2 
1893 - - 7,896 1,289 4,656 26°7 42°6 


Savings Bank, 


32. The Savings Bank continues to grow in the favour of the 
labouring olasses. The number of depositors on the 30th 
September 1893 was 10,944, being about six per cent. of the 
population. ‘The following table gives a comparison between 1892 
and 1893. 


1st October, 1892 1st October 1891 
— to 30th September | to 30th September 


1893. 1892, 
Number of Depositors - - - 10,944 10,420 
Percentage of Population - - 6 5:71 
Amount of Deposits - - - £101,042 £80,000 
Amount withdrawn - - - £82,197 £80,013 
Amount to credit of Depositors - - £152,924 £130,418 


33. The Surplus Fund at the end of the year was 5,7070. 13s. 34d, 
which, added to the amount due to depositors, makes the 
Total Funds of the Bank amount to 156,267/. 3s. 94d., distributed 
as follows :— 


+ ou. a. 
Mortgages on landed property - - 10,859 3 5} 
English Consols - - - 17,171 19 5 
Colonial Stock - - eee ty 5 ey Ea 
Barbados Government Debentures - 26,000 0 O 
Loans to Parishes - - - 1,288 0 0O 
Deposit receipts in Colonial Bank - 14,500 0 0O 
On Carrent Account in Colonial Bank - 2,052 19 0O 
Balance in hand - - - 474 0 O 
Remitted to Crown Agents for investment 7,000 0 0 


A a 


£156,267 3 9 
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Ecclesiastical. 


34, There are 11 parish Churches, 33 chapels, and one Chapet 
School, making 45 places of worship belonging to the Church of 
England. There is accommodation in the Cathedral for 2,000 
persons and in some other Churches for 1,000, varying to 140 in 
some of the smaller churches. The total average attendance was 
about the same as last year—viz. 13,957 at the morning, and 12,710 
at the evening services. 

35, There are 23 places of worship belonging to other churches, 
one to the Roman Catholics, four to the Moravians, and 18 to the 
Wesleyans. The principal Wesleyan Church has accommodation 
for 1,500 persons. The average attendance was about the same 


as last year. 

35a. The cost of the establishment of the Church of England is 
10,3532. per annum from the General Revenue, and grants are 
made from the ‘Treasury to the other denominations as follows : 
The Roman Catholics, 502. the Moravians, 400/. per annum, and the 


Wesleyans, 700/. per annum. 


Education. 


36. Elementary Schools—-The number of schools receiving 
Government aid at the end of the year was 201, one less than in 
1892, consisting of 58 Primary, 34 Combined, and 107 Infant 
Schools, The total average attendance in all the schools was 
16,606, an increase of 1,366 upon the average attendance for the 
previous year. The expenditure was 10,1002 13s. 114d. on 
salaries, being 1,081/. 9s. 10d. greater than in 1892. This was 
caused by the increased average attendance during the year. 


37. Second Grade Schools. There are four second grade schools, 
all for boys. At the close of the year the Combermere School had 
113 pupils, the Coleridge School, 42 pupils, the Parry School, 
27 pupils, and the Alleyne School, 19 pupils. During the year an 
Act was passed for the establishment of a second grade school for 
girls in Speigbts T'own, in the Parish of St. Peter. Tie school is 
to be called the “ Alexandra School.” It has not yet been 


opened. 

38, First Grade Schools and Colleges——There are three First 
Grade Schools, viz., Harrison College, and the Lodge School, for 
boys, and Queens Oollege for girls. Harrison College, in 
Bridgetown, is the principal school of the Island, having a staff of a 
Head Master and eight Assistant Masters, all of whom are 
University Graduates. There were 148 pupils at the close of the 
year. The Lodge School in the Parish of St. John has a Head 
Master and two Assistant Masters, all University men. The 
Number of pupils at the end of the year was 48. The Queen’s 
College for girls is in Bridgetown and has a Head Mistress and 
seven Assistant Mistresses, a Music Master and a Chemistry 
Lecturer ; at the close of 1893 there were 150 pupils under tuition. 
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Codrington College, in St. John’s parish, is presided over by a 
Principal appointed by the S. P. G. Society. There is a 
Professor of Classics, a Medical Lecturer and a Chaplain. The 
College is affiliated to Durham University and had 20 students at 
the end of the year. 


Reformatory and Industrial School. 


39. There were 30 boys received during the year and 27 
discharged, leaving 119 remaining at the end of the year. There were 
no deaths during the year and the health of the boys was excellent. 
The mark system, which was introduced some years ago, continues 
to work well, there being 95 boys, out of 113, with good conduct 
badges. Of 90 boys examined by the Chaplain, 79 passed in 
reading, 86 in writing and spelling, and 78 in arithmitic. The 
cost for maintenance per boy per annum was 5/. 15s, 8d., being 
16s. 74d. per boy per annum less than in 1892. 


Imports and Exports. 


40. The following tables give the value and direction of 
Imports and Exports in 1892 and 1893. 


Imports. 
From. 1892. 1893. 
£ £ 
United Kingdom - - - 469,317 583,086 
British North America - - 88,524 119,222 
Other British Colonies - ~ - 107,330 135,182 
United States of America - - 377,958 501,620 
Other Foreign Countries - - 388,446 33,426 
Totals - - - - 1,081,570 1,372,536 
Exports. 
To. 1892. 1893. 
£ £& 
United Kingdom ~ - - 119,168 141,942 
British North America - - - 123,307 127,714 
Other British Colonies - - - 150,587 191,975 
United States of America - - 500,919 755,464 
Other Foreign Countries - - 32,590 25,937 


a te 


Totals - - = - 926,571 1,243,082 
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41, The following table shows a comparison between certain 
classes of Imports from Great Britain and the United States of 
America, and British North America. 


British United Total 


Great 
Classes. North paar States of 

America. Britain. America. Imports. 

£ £ £ £ 

1. Live Animals, Food and Drink, 

and Narcotics - - 82,625 108,524 389,387 692,058 

2. Raw materials :— me os pooh = 
(a.) Textile - - - 993 45 4,886 6,106 
(b.) Metal - - — 495 — 897 
(c.) Other - A - | 29,230 53,060 53,080 151,308 

8. Manufactured Articles :— — — — — 
(a.) Textile - - - 73 183,849 1.989 187,929 
@.) Metal - 7 e 393 62,723 9,122 74,457 
(c.) Other - - - 5,908 | 175,969 42,271 243,165 
4, Coin and bullion - “ _ 8,421 885 16,616 
Totals - - . 119,222 583,086 501,620 1,372,536 


a 
42. The following table gives the quantities and values of 
certain of the principal Imports in the years 1892 and 1893. 


Barbados. Imports. | 1892. 1893. 
: Lbs. 1,087,406 1,182,099 
Beef, salted or pickled -{ £ z 13,593 : 19.209 

; , 7 , 
Bread, pilot, navy and crackers { = acter bated 
y Lbs. 429,335 340,068 
Butter : . : £ 21,466 18,364 
Coal * - -f Tons 23,487 22,306 
£ 23,487 86,694 
: Lbs §,617,810 6,266,434 
Corn or Maize, unground -{ £ : 16,853 ‘ 25,8 49 
Barrels 37,507 37,278. 
Corn meal - . £ 28,130 37,045 
125,516 153,303 

Cotton manufacture - -{ & 

Fish, dried, salted or smoked - f Quintals 77,118 84,427 
£ 46,267 65,853 


Flour, wheat, or rye - f Barrels 74,271 69,660 
& 92,838 115,374 
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Barbados. Imports. 1892. 1893. 1898. 


5 Lbs 3,734,262 4,504,587 
Grain, unenumerated -{ £ ? 11,208 185 81 
Ber ty) ie 3 gh y { Lbs 6,117,338 6,568,563 

4 £ 22,940 33,869 
Linen mannfactures . 3,164 1,954 
: : Gallons. 19,987 17,558 
Liquors, Brandy, Whiskey, we { £ 6,496 6 848 
; ’ Gallons. 25,182 17,465 
on il . { £ 2,270 3,148 
; Gallons 27,188 22,458 
nies a ee = { £ 5,692 6,096 
: J Hhds. 2,460 2,388 

Malt in Wood -{ £ 7383 8,596 
‘ Doz. 9,916 7,985 

Malt in bottle - -{ rs 2,973 2/87 4 
; Feet 8,258,432 10,032,417 

ee oT pine, pitoh { £ : 2 4: 539 ? 37,7 58 
‘ Tons 12,913 12,183 
Manures  - # £ 114,148 104,022 
Petrol Gallons 365,230 431,841 
esroieim - y ss 11,413 17,206 

‘ Lbs. 2,187,422 1,667,766 

Pork, salted or pickled -{ £ A 27,8 43 : 27,101 
; Lbs. 16,901,901 15,266,705 
Rice 3 “7 gp 70,424 87,465 
cs. 2,399,641 8,457,075 

Staves and shooks - { £ “4 21,596 2 42,781 
116,674 123,336 

Tobacco manufactured -{ 1 ge 5344 
Lbs 70,547 81,743 

» Leaf : ai Wee 1,176 1,417 
Woollen Manufactures - £ 12,124 15,788 
Total value ” £ 1,081,572 1,372,536 


43. The value of the total Exports in 1893 was put down at 
1,243,0821. of which the exportations to the United States of 
America alone are valued at 754,882/, the produce of the Colony. 
The produce exported to Great Britain and British North America 
was almost of equal value the figures being 127,247/. and 
127,437. respectively. 
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44, The following tables give the quantities and values of some 
of the principal exports in 1892-1893. 


Articles. | 1892. 1893. 
Produce of Barbados. 
Lbs 3,370 1,000 
Arrowroot - - - £ : 28 : 10 
: No. 88,750 27,750 
Bricks - - - £ 1 16 83 
Gallons 602 6,029 
Bum - et See £ 47 452 
Puncheons 42,968 43,374 
Molasses - ; : £ 134,275 162,662 
Hhds 2,630 3,640 
Sugar, Dry 5 ; £ 39,450 61,880 
Lbs. 56,619 63,517 
Muscovado - “ ; £ 566,190 793,962 
F : Bris. 946 1,097 
TAMIATTEOH. © z ? £ 1,182 1,871 
Produce of other places. - — £ 174,649 212,569 
| a Se Se eee 
Total Values. - £ | 926,573 1,243,082 
Shipping. 


45. The number of vessels entered and cleared in 1893 was 
2,458, with a total aggregate tonnage of 1,224,067 tons; 905 
sailing vessels entered with a tonnage of 137,615, and 905 sailing 
vessels cleared with 136,663 tons. 324 steam vessels entered with 
474,704 tons, and 324 steam vessels cleared with 475,085 tons. 


46. The following tables show some of the countries from 
which vessels arrived and to which they departed in 1893. 


Entered. 
Sailing. Steam. 

1898. =e ia 

From No. Tons. No. Tons. 
Great Britain - - - - 81 12,376 122 204,427 
United States - . : ~ WO 31,530 36 48,257 
British North America - - - 109 16,935 14 15,446 
British West Indies and British Guiana | 517 29,029 127 170,863 
Foreign West Indies ~ - - 64 4,548 — — 
Brazil - - - - - 50 20,650 12 12,808 
Other places - = = - 64 22,547 13 27,908 


ee 


Totals - - -| 905 137,615 324 474,704 
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Cleared. 
Sailing. Steam. 
1893. 
For No. | Tons. 
Great Britain - “ - - 5 2,174 
United States - - - - | 105 44,625 
British North America - - - 85. 16,313 
British West Indies and British Guiana | 582 43,654 
Foreign West Indies - - - 84 21,254 
Brazil - = - - 1 293 
Other places - - - - 43 8,350 
Totals - - - 905 136,663 


47. The nationality of the vessels which entered and cleared 
in 1893 is shown in the following table. 


Entered. Cleared. 
Nationality. Sailing. Steam. Sailing. Steam. 
No. Tons. No. | Tons. | No. Tons. No. Tons. 
British - - - 754 76.646 823 | 474,208 755 75,304 323 474,589 
American - - 71 83.246 _ _ 72 35,502 - — 
Norwegian - 80 16,568 — _ 26 18,767 oo _ 
Swedish - =) 5 1,980 _ _ 6 2,212 —_ — 
Dutch - - - 20 1,375 _ _ 19 1,270 — — 
Argentine - 2 1,258 — — 2 1,258 — _ 
Italian - - - 4 2,320 _ _— 5 2,904 —_ _ 
French - - - 8 1,995 _ _ 8 1,995 — _ 
Venezuelan - 6 611 —_ _ 6 511 —_ we 
Danish - 2 837 1 496 8 1,061 1 496 
German - - 8 879 — _ 8 879 — _ 
Total - - - 905 | 187,615 824 | 474,704 905 | 136,663 824 475,085 


Gaols and Prisoners, 


48. Criminal Statistics—The number of offences reported to 
the police orto the magistrates was 10,421. This number is so 
largely in excess of the corresponding numbers in previous years 
(viz.: 4,788 in 1892; 5,079 in 1891 and 4,213 in 1890), that the 
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increase must be attributed to the incorrectness of the returns 
under this head in previous years. It had been brought to the 
notice of the magistrates that there must be some error in the 
manner of filling in this return and no doubt the great increase 
now seen is caused by the correction of the error, to which 
attention had been called. The number of persons apprehended or 
summoned before the magistrate in 1893 was 12,069, being 160 
less than in 1892. Summary convictions also show a decrease 
compared with 1892, the figures being 8,836 and 9,193 respectively. 
The convictions in the Superior Courts, 76, were fewer than in any 
year since 1890. 


Prisoners.—The number of adult males committed to prison 
was 1,681, being 174 lessthan the number in 1892. The number 
of male juveniles was 43, 19 less than in 1892. 


49, The number of adult females committed to prison was 
1,794, 68 more than in 1892. There were 18 juvenile females, as 
against 16 in 1892. 


50. Eleven male prisoners were released on ticket of leave, 
earned under the mark system. 


51. The discipline of the prison was maintained, and the general 
behaviour, both of male and female prisoners, was good. The 
offence of malingering is on the decrease. 


52. The usual industries were carried on in the prison so as to 
furnish work for certain of the prisoners, and outside, the quarrying 
of stone and the building of a boundary wall provided the means 
of enforcing hard labour on others, who had passed the usual stages 
of labour inside the prison, 


53. The sanitary condition of the prison was good, the prevailing 
diseases were typhoid fever and dysentery. On the male side 
there were four deaths in the latter part of the year. None on 
the female side. 


Hospitals and Lunatic Asylum. 


54, General Hospital.—The daily average number of patients in 
hospital for 1893, is 215. The number of patients remaining on 
Ist. January was 207 and the number admitted during the year, 
2,977, making a total under the Ward Department of 3,184, as 
against 3,183 in 1892. There were 201 deaths, the rate of 
mortality being 62 per cent., as compared with 7:2 per cent. in 1892. 
The greatest number of the deaths, as in 1892, occurred from 
chronic phthisis, of which there were 18, the next highest being 
typhoid fever, 17. Of the deaths, 52 occurred within 48 hours of 
admission, and if these are excluded the percentage would be 
reduced to 4°7. 


55. Lunatic Asylum.—The new lunatic asylum was occupied 
about the middle of the year, the daily average for the year being 
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271. The daily average in 1892 was 246. The number of deaths 
in 1893 was 37, and the number discharged cured, 53. It is 
satisfactory to note that restraint was not resorted to during the 
year and that only one male, and nine female, patients were 
secluded under lock and key. 


Meteorological. 


56. The highest temperature at Dodds Botanical Station, 210 
feet above sea level, was 89° in September, and the lowest, 66°2°, in 
March. The number of wet days was 193, and the rainfall for 
the year 58:10 inches. March was the driest month, only seven wet 
days ; and in August the most rain fell, 11°32 inches in 17 wet days, 
although the number of wet days was greater in some of the 
months, viz.: 21 in September, 21 in October and 21 in December. 
In October the greatest change in barometric pressure occurred, the 
mean pressure in September being 29°903, and in October 29°809. 
There was an unusual number of thunderstorms in September and 
October and several persons and animals were struck by lightning, 
causing death in many instances. 


Public Health. 


57. The health of the Island was good throughout the year. 
G. R. Le Hunte. 
Barbados, June 15, 1894. Colonial Secretary. 
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The following, among other, Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial 
Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained for a few pence from 
the sources indicated on the title page :— 


ANNUAL. 
No. Colony. Year. 
67 | Newfoundland - - - -| 1891 
68 | British New Guinea - - - 1891-92 
62 | Victoria - - - - - -| 1891 
70 | Rodrigues - > - - - - - 
71 | Bermuda - - > - - - | 1892 
72 =| Fiji - - - - - - | 1891 
73 British Honduras - - - * - ” 
74 | Turks and Caicos Islands - ~ - - | 1892 
75 | Gibraltar - - ~ - = - 
76 | Bahamas - - - - - - ty 
77 | Leeward Islands’ - = ~ - ~ ‘3 
78 | Trinidad and Tobago - - - - * 
79 | Malta - - - - - - : 
80 | Gambia - . ~ - - - - 
81 Straits Settlements - - - - - is 
82 | Grenada - - - - - ~ is 
83 | Barbados - - - - - - “ 
84 | St. Vincent - - - - - ‘5 
85 | Hong Kong - - - - - - 
86 | St. Lucia - ~ - - - - : 
87 | Falkland Islands - - - - - és 
88 | Gold Coast - - - : - Pols ape 
$9 | Basutoland - - - - - | 1892-93 
90 | Ceylon - - - - | 1892 
91 Zululand - - - - - - a 
92 | Mauritius - - - - - ~ a 
93 | Labuan - - - - - - ey 
94 | British Honduras - - - - - - 
95 | Lagos . - “ ms - » 
96 Sierra Leone - - - - - - 
97 | Fiji - - - - - - - 
98 | Rodrigues - - - - - - ‘ 
99 | St. Helena ~ - - - - - re 
100 | British Bechuanalan - - - - | 1892-93 
!10L | British Guiana - - - - Pe 
102 | Newfoundland - - - - - | 1892 
103 | Jamaica - - - - - - | 1892-93 
104 | Victoria - - - ° - | 1892 
MISCELLANEOOS. 
No. Colony. Subject. 
| 
1 | Gold Coast - - | Economic Agriculture. 
2 | Zululand - - - | Forests. 


3 | Sierra Leone - - | Geology and Botany. 
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No. 105. 


BERMUDA. 


(For Report for 1892, see Colonial Report [Annual], No. 71.) 


Governor Lyons to the Marqurss oF RIPon. 


My Lorp MARQUESS, Bermuda, March 22, 1894. 

I mavE the honour to transmit herewith the report on the 
Annual Blue Book of this Colony for the year 1893, which has 
been prepared by Mr. Alison, the Colonial Secretary. 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) T. C. Lyons, 
General, 
Governor and Commander-in-Chief. 


Colonial Secretary’s Office, Hamilton, 
Bermuda, March 22, 1894. 
I wAvE the honour to submit to your Excellency the 
following report on the Blue Book for the year 1893 :— 


Sir, 


Finance. 


2. The public revenue for the year was 34,8937, and the 

expenditure 33,7141; the excess ot revenue over expenditure 
was therefore 1,1792 Compared with 1892 the revenue shows 
an increase of 938/., and the expenditure an increase of 2,0701. 
In the revenue and expenditure returns the amounts raised by 
loan and expended during the year are not included. The 
expenditure returns, however, include the sums (500/ in 1892 and 
1,5007 in 1893) applied in the reduction of the public debt. 

In the returns for 1893 an advance of 600/., made by the 
Treasury to the Savings Bank, and refunded during the year, is also 


included. 
I 81369. Wt, 21999. 
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aoe 3. The following tables compare the revenue and expenditure 


es for 1893 with that of 1892:— 


Revenue. 
_— | Customs, | Other Receipis. Total. 
£ £ £ 
1892 - ~ - - 28,263 5,692 33,955 
1893+ . - » 27,821 7,072 34,893 
Increase - » — 1,380 938 
Decrease - - 442 — a 
Expenditure, 
Personal 
Sa | Emoluments, | Other charges. Total. 
£ £ £ 
1892 - - - - 17,199 14,445 31,644 
1893 - - - - 17,072 16,642 38,714 
Increase - - - _— 2,197 2,070 
Decrease - - - 127 — od 


The receipts from the customs in 1893, compared with 1892, 
show an increase of 205/ under the heading of Malt Liquor, a 
decrease of 2877. under the heading of Rum, and a decrease of 
338, in the receipts from the five per cent ad valorem duties. 
The differences shown under the other headings are unimportant. 

With respect to the other receipts, the increase of 1,380/. is 
principally due to the refund of the advance of 600/. made by 
the Treasury to the Savings Bank, to which allusion has already 
been made, an increase of 383/. in the postal revenue, 2314 in the 
miscellaneous receipts, and 145/. in the lighthouse tolls. 

Compared with 1892 the following were the principal differences 
shown in the disbursements :— 


£ 
Colonial Secretary’s Office, an increase of - 205 
Colonial Surveyor’s Office f - 459 
Payment of public debt ‘i - 1,000 
Gaols ‘x - $802 
Savings Bank = - 611 
Whilst in the— 
Post Office there was a decrease of - 218 
Legislative ¥s - 168 


Annuities and gratuities ,, - 285 
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The increase under the heading of the Colonia! Secretary’s 
Office is due to the payment of arrears of salary, and under the 


heading of the Colonial Surveyor’s Office, to additional expenditure, 
on roads and works. 


4. The Imperial expenditure returns are as follows :— 


£ 
Governor’s salary ~ - = e599 
Military establishments - - - 89,258 


; ees with 1892 the latter return shows a decrease of 
sp it 2 


The expenditure of the naval establishments is not returned. 
Public Debt. 


5. The Legislature in 1892 authorised the Colonial Government 
to issue 40,000/. of Inscribed Stock, the sum in question being 
required in connection with a proposed improvement of the channels 
leading to Hamilton Harbour ; and stock to the amount of 10,0001., 
repayable at par, in September 1923, and bearing interest at the 
* rate of 44 per cent. per annum, was issued locally in 1893. 

The average price obtained for the stock issued was 102/. 13s. 6d, 
per cent. 

The public debt at the end of 1893 amounted to 17,600/., made up 
as follows :— 


Bo 
Local Inseribed Stock - - 10,000 
New Government House debentures - 7,600 


The average rate of interest on the New Government House 
loan is 43 per cent, 


Legislation. 


6. The regular session of 1892 did not close until 23rd January 
1893. The Acts passed in this session in 1893 do not call for 
special notice. 

There was a special session of the Colonial Parliament which 
commenced on the 2nd March and closed on the 7th April. During 
this session one Act was passed, namely, “ The West End Channel 
Improvement Act, 1893.” By this measure the Colonial Board 
of Works are authorised to enter into a contract, for an amount 
not exceeding 38,000/.,in order to deepen and widen the channels 
leading into Hamilton Harbour so as to obtain a minimum 
depth of 20 feet at mean low water, and a minimum width 
at the bottom of these channels of 92 feet instead of 100 feet as 
prescribed by “ The West End Channel Improvement Act, 1891” 
it having been found that, owing to an error in taking out the 
quantities from the plans of these channels, the amount of rock to 
be removed was in excess of that originally estimated. 

The regular session commenced on the 29th May and closed on 
the 18th of December. During this period 22 Acts were passed ; of 


I 81369. 
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these seven were merely continuing Acts. Of the remainder the 
most noteworthy are :— 

(No 6.) “An Act further to amend the Quarantine Laws.” 

(No. 13) “ An Act regulating the superannuation of persons 

employed in the Civil Service of the Colony.” 

(No. 17) «An Act to amend the Liquor License Acts.” 

By Act No. 6 certain alterations in the Quarantine Laws were 
made in accordance with the recommendations of a eommission 
appointed to inquire into their working in the preceding year, 

Act No, 13 provides for superannuation allowances being granted 
to officers who may hereafter be appointed to the civil service in 
the Colony, on their retirement after definite terms of service, 
annual deductions being made from the salaries to provide a 
superannuation fund. 

Officers now in the service have the option of accepting or 
declining the provisions of the Act with respect to their services 
after the Act had gone into operation, but no provision is made 
for superaruuation allowances being granted to them with respect 
to their past services. 

Act No. 17 deals with the difficult question of club licenses, the 
previous legislation on the subject having proved defective. 

During the year 23 resolves were passed, appropriating 7,695/. 
for specific services not provided for by existing laws, 


Civil Establishment. 

7, Lieutenant-Colonel S. Pym, R.A., administered the Govern- 
ment during the absence on leave of the Governor from the 27th 
July to the 4th September. 3 

There were no other changes of any importance in the Civil 
Establishment during the year, 


Imports, 


8. The value of the imports in 1892 (inclusive of specie valued at 
6,2671.) was 327,580/. compared with 329,283/, in 1892. 

Exclusive of specie the imports in 1893 show a decrease 
compared with 1892 of 7,6302., with 1891 of 4,663/,, but an increase 
compared with 1890 of 13,3072, and with 1889 of 48,710/ 

The value of tle imports from the United Kingdom and other 
countries respectively in 1892 and 1893 is shown in the following 


table :— 


2 1892. 1893. 
& £ 
United Kingdom - - - 88,056 86,601 
Canada . ~ - - 25,604 22,734 
Other British Colonies - - 10,321 11,736 
United States of America - - 202,866 204,871 


Other countries = - - 2,436 1,638 


Totals - - e 329,283 327,580 
Re CT 
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The principal imports from the United Kingdom in 1893 were 
clothing, valued at 3,895/., materials for clothing 17,9781. leather 


manufactures 3,0221, oilmen’s stores 5,387/., and malt liquor 17,1794. 


From the United States of America the principal imports were : 
bran 3,5301., butter 13,1122, indian corn 3,870/, cheese 3,1311., 
material for clothing 4,7391, fertilisers 3,750l., flour 14,2611, 
canned goods 6,5381., groceries 7,261/., hardware 3,508/., leather 
manufactures 5,6911, lumber 4,478/., oats 6,663/., kerosene and 
naphtha oil 3,3192, poultry 3,8032, sheep 3,i63/, sugar 3,211, 
coals 3,1867., oxen and cows 30,8571., and specie 6,247/. 


From Canada the principal imports were box material 3,022, 
preserved fish 2,471/., potatoes 2,813/.,, and sugar 3,051/. 


Exports. 


9. The value of the exports in 1893 (inclusive of specie 
valued at 6,090) was 129,069/., compared with 115,4557. 
in 1892. 


Exclusive of specie the exports in 1893 show an increase com- 
pared with 1892 of 15,2512, a decrease compared with 1891 
6,8241, with 1890 of 14,5477, and an increase compared with 188¢ 
of 58,0031. 


The following table shows the value of the exports to the 
United Kingdom and other countries respectively in 1892 and 
1893 :— 


— | 1892. 1893. 
| ; | 
Lak Se - a 

United Kingdoms - - - - 2,473 1,639 
Canada - - - - - 1,918 3,470 
Other British Colonies - - - 702 8,088 
United States of America - - - 108,787 119,131 
Other countries - - - - 1,575 1,741 
Total = : 115,455 | 129,069 


The principal export to the United Kingdom in 1893 was 
arrowroot, valued at 9897. 


The principal exports to Canada were lily bulbs valued at 
1,2092., and onions 956. and to the United States lily bulbs 
valued at 21,0502. onions at 59,8701., potatoes 26,6221. specie 
6,0002, and cut flowers 1,3672 


The prices obtained for the crops in the season of 1893 were 
about the same as in the preceding year. 


ByuRMUDA. 
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Population and Public Health. 


10. The Registrar-General estimated the resident civilian popu- 
lation of these islands at the end of 1893 at 15,519, comprising 
5,916 white (2,870 males and 3,046 females), and 9,603 coloured 
persons (4,441 males and 5,162 females). 

The birth-rate was 34°6 and the death-rate 18 per 1,000. 
Of the births 11°3 per cent. were illegitimate. The infantile 
death-rate, or proportion of deaths of infants under one year of age 
to 100 registered births, was 18°4 per cent., a proportion which is 
about one per cent. higher than the decennial average. 


The average strength of the Imperial Forces in Bermuda in 
1893 was 2,990 and the deaths were 15, the rate of mortality 
thus being 5 per 1,000. Of these deaths, nine were due to 
enteric fever,one to alcoholism, one to aneurism,one to heart 
disease, one to tubercle of lung, one to abscess in sub-peritoneal 
tissue, and one to pueumonic phthisis. 


The Senior Medical Officer in charge of the Military Forces 
in the Command reports that the general health of the troops 
has been very good. Average strength of the garrison, 1,390; 
number of admissions to hospital, 642; number of deaths, 12; 
average number of daily sick, 35°79; average sick-time to each 
soldier, 9°39 days; average duration of each case of sickness, 
20: 35 days. Average of officers, 58 ; cases of sickness, 15 ; deaths, 
none. 

The Principal Naval Medical Officer reports that the mean 
daily strength of the Naval Forces at Bermuda, for the year 
1893, corrected for the period that each ship remained in port, was 
1,600; an increase of 50 as compared with the previous year. 
The number of cases treated was 678, a diminution of 39, as com- 
pared with the preceding year the reduction being chiefly observable 
in diseases of the respiratory organs. ‘thirteen cases of enteric 
fever were entered, seven of them from H.M.S. “ Canada”: there 
has been no death from this disease, and those m hospital are 
convalescent. 


Criminal Statistics. 


11. The number of offences reported to the police or magistrates 
during the year*was 496, an increase compared with 1892 of 104, 
and with 1891 of 116. 


The number of persons apprehended by the police or summoned 
before the magistrates was 450, of whom 270 were summarily con- 
vicved, 11] acquitted, 52 discharged for want of evidence, and 17 
committed for trial in the Superior Courts. Of the 270 persons 
summarily eonvicted, 193 were fined, 7 imprisoned in lieu of fine 
or surety, 50 were peremptorily imprisoned, and 18 were bound 
over to keep the peace. 
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Twenty-four cases were tried in the Superior Courts during the 
year, and the convictioris numbered 10; of these, one was for 
an unnatural crime, two were for offences against property, and 
seven are classified under the heading “ miscellaneous offences.” 


Gaols. 


12. The number of persons confined in the gaols was 126 
(119 men and 7 women); of these, 54 were committed for safe 
custody till trial or for want of security, and 72 for purposes of 
penal imprisonment. 


Lunatic Asylum. 


13. Eleven patients (eight males and three females) were ad- 
mitted into the asylum during the year, and six (four males and 
two females) were discharged. There were three deaths, one from 
kidney disease, one from epilepsy and one from syphilitic disease. 
The daily average number of patients during the year was 374. 


Education. 


14. The Inspector of Schools furnishes the following returns :— 
23 aided schools; 1,360 scholars (718 boys and 642 girls) ; school 
fees, 733/.; Government contributions, 1,046. Sixteen of these 
schools are attended by coloured children exclusively, and are 
conducted by coloured teachers. Ali of them but two are 
elementary schools, 

From the other two, pupils were entered in December last as 
junior candidates for the Cambridge Local Examinations, a centre 
for these examinations having been established here in 1891. 

There are about 30 other schools in the Colony receiving no 
Government aid. 


Meteorological Observations, 


16. The returns trom the Observatory situated at Prospect Hill, 
151 feet above the sea level, show as follows :— 

Mean atmospheric pressure for the year, 30°111 inches; mean 
temperature of the air, 69°05; mean relative humidity, 80-7 per 
cent. ; mean hourly velocity of the wind, 7°2 ; total amount of rain- 
fall, 62°44 inches. 


17. The usual table prepared for the Board of Trade statistics is 
given below :-— 


Population. 
Scarieenetans Males. Females. Total. 
1892 - “ - 7,203 8,087 15,290 


1893 - - 7,311 8,208 15,519 
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ener | 1892. | 1893. 
: £ £ 
Gross amount of public revenue - - - 83,955 34,893 
Gross amount of public expenditure - - 31,643 83,713 
Customs revenue - - - - - 28,262 27,820 
Public debt - - - - - 9,100 17,600 
Tons. Tons. 
Total tonnage of vessels entered and cleared » 348,576 354,083 
Tonnage of British vessels entered and cleared - 325,276 312,524 
Tonnage of foreign vessels entered and cleared - 23,300 41,519 
Tonnage of sailing vessels entered and cleared - 34,362 48,288 
‘Lonnage of steam vessels entered and cleared = - 314,214 305,755 
£ 
Value of total imports (including specie) - 829,283 827,580 
Value of total imports of gold and silver bullion 
and specie (so far as can be stated) - - 340 6,267 
Value of imports from the United Kingdom 
(ineluding specie) - - - 88,056 86,601 
Value of total exports (including specie) - 115,455 129,069 
Value of total exports of gold and silver bullion 
and specie (so far as can be stated) - - 7,727 6,090 
Value of total exports to the United Rate 
(including specie) - - - 2,473 1,639 
Amount of expenditure from loans on public works 1,219 -— 
I have, &c., 
(Signed) ARCHIBALD ALISON, 


To His Excellency 
General Thomas Casey Lyons, C.B., 
Governor and Commander-in-Chief, 
Bermuda. 


Colonial Secretary. 
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The following, among other, Reports relating to Her Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained for a few 
pence from the sources indicated on the title page :— 


ANNUAL. 
ES I ee ek Ce DS SS Se ke a eee 
No. Colony. Year. 
Sear MRR a ca ene ee OES SN va Eien tS 5 | eee 
79 Malta = ~ 3 - - co o 
80 | Gambia : = % ‘ ¥ ; ge 
$l Straits Settlements - - - " Z : 
82 Grenada - A _ % - : 
83 Barbados - - . z : é ; 
84 | St. Vincent : : i “ Pe ae 
85 | Hong Kong . - - . a 
86 St. Lucia - = 2 = 3 5 
87 | Falkland Islands - : : : ts ie 
88 Gold Coast - - - 2 z 
89 | Basutoland - - - . i - | 1892-93 
90 Ceylon - - - - - ~ 1892 
91 Zululand - = ° * é é 
92 | Mauritius - = 7 P| . $ 
93 Labuan = - - fe a3 ‘ 
94 British Honduras - « a P é : 
95 | Lagos - - - - = j . 
96 Sierra Leone - . - : r 2 
97 Fiji - - 2 7 - $ a 
98 | Rodrigues - - - - - : 
99 | St. Helena - * « n + E - 
100 | British Bechuanalan - - - - | 1892-93 
101 British Guiana - = % - 7 
102 | Newfoundland - - - “ 1892 
103 | Jamaica’ - - - “ “ - | 1892-93 
104 | Victoria - - - x 5 - | 1892 
105 | Bermuda - - - - . « | 1893 
106 Gambia - « - = a e 5 
107 | Heng Kong - - - iz . “3 
108 St. Vincent - - - @ be " ™ 
109 Gibraltar - s - - a f 3 
110 Bahamas - - - “ & 4 _ 
111. Turks and Caicos Islands - - - ‘ Me 
112 Leeward Islands’ - ws = es a 
113 Barbados - - - - - ro 5 
114 Malta - - - . - a = 
115 | Zululand - . ; : é ae 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
SU Oe a a ee ea ae aoe 
No. Coiony. Subject. 
UE ee ae es) LS MC 50S lhe ARS oo Dn 
1 | Gold Coast - - | Economic Agriculture. 
2 Zululand - - - | Forests. 
3 | Sierra Leone - - | Geology and Botany 
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No. 116. 
BRITISH HONDURAS. 


[For Report for 1892 see Colonial Report [Annual] No. 94.] 


Sir A. Moroney to the MARQUESS OF RIPON. 


Government House, Belize, 
My Lorp, July 17, 1894. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordsh'p the 
report, on the Blue Book of the Colony of British Honduras by 
Mr. E. B. Sweet-Escott, the Colonial Secretary. 

2. Mr. Escott has compiled this report from the manuscript 
returns for the Blue Book as they passed through his hands, but I 
am afraid it will be some months before the Blue Book itself is 
ready for transmission to your Lordship, as the heavy work of the 
late Legislative Session has precluded the printing of the Blue Book 
being taken in hand until the present date. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) ALFRED MOLONEY, 
Governor. 


Report on the BLuE Book of Brrtisa Honpuras for the 
year 1893. 


Taxes, Duties, and other sources of Revenue. 


No changes were made in the taxes and duties levied in 
1893, as compared with those in force in 1892. 

The light dues on all vessels of five tons ana upwards entering 
from seaward are 124 cents per registered ton, but Her Majesty’s 
Ships of War and transport ships, ships arriving in distress and 
neither landing cargo for sale or consumption nor taking on board 
any additional cargo, and ships carrying mails under contract with 
the Government of this Colony are exempted from light dues. 

For purposes of valuing goods on which duty had to be paid, 
the dollar was taken as worth 2s. 9d., but its real value from 
January to May fell far below this, the Treasury rate, whilst from 
June to December the dollar was worth, on an average, only 
2s, 1d, 


General Revenue and Expenditure. 


The total ordinary revenue for the year was $301,922.07 
excluding the sum of $110,727.26 realised by a loan of 15,000/. 
raised to reimburse extraordinary expenditure incurred in 

I 83190.. Wt. 21999 
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connexion with the Belize Town and Harbour Improvements 
Works and defrayed since 1890 from general revenue. The total 
ordinary expenditure, including the sum of $10,535.27 expended 
on new buildings and extensive alterations or additions to existing 
ones, but excluding the cost of the Belize Town and Harbour 
Improvements Works, which amounted to $29,183.04, was 
$365,519.15. The ordinary expenditure fcr the year exceeded, 
theretore, the ordinary revenue by $63,597.08, which excess was 
covered by repayments to general revenue from the loan of 
15,000/., which, at 2s. 9d. ‘the dollar, realised $110,727.26, raised 
to defray the disbursements on the Belize Town and Harbour 
Improvements from 1890 to 1893 inclusive. These disbursements 
on the 3lst December 1893 amounted to $115,506.78. The 
principal sources of revenue in which there was a falling off in 
1893, as compared with 1892, were the customs receipts, internal 
taxation, and revenues of Government property. The falling off 
in customs receipts, which amounted to no less than $28,083.4 
was due to a considerable decrease in imports, attributable to the 
uncertainty of trade, caused by the great depreciation of the local 
currency. ‘The amount raised by internal taxation fell short by 
$11,258.24 of that raised in 1892, in consequence of the fees 
collected for liquor licenses no longer forming part of the general 
revenue, having been placed instead, by Ordinance No. 32 of 1892, 
to the credit of the different towns in the Colony. 

The decrease in the amount realised under the heading 
“Revenues of Government Property” was due to lessees of 
Crown Lands not having paid their reuts,and to fewer applications 
fur licenses to cut timber having been received and granted. 

The total sum voted for the service of the year 1893, as shown 
in the estimates, including $40,000 for the Beliz: Town and 
Harbour Improvements Works, was, $429,455.26, and the total 
expenditure $394,702.21, giving a saving of $34,753.05. Excluding 
the above mentioned sum of $40,000 and also the actual expenditure 
during the year on the Belize Town and Harbour Improvements 
Works, which was $28,857.88, the net saving was $23,610.94. 
Though the ordinary revenue for the year fell short of the or.linary 
expenditure by $63,597.08, the repayment to general revenue of 
the sums advanced on accvunt of the Belize Town and Harbour 
Improvements Works admitted of a balance of $18,023.06 being 
carried to the credit of the Colony on the 1st January 1894. 

The following table gives the ordinary revenue and expenditure 

f the Colony for the last four years. 


es Revenue. Expenditure. 

$ c. $ C. 

1890s = ‘ s 332,135 87 293,510 46 
1861. « i 357,362 01 308,220 92 
1892 ‘ —* 838,659 98 333,646 72 
1893 : = - 301,922 07 865,519 15 
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Assets and Liabilities. 


On what may he termed the general account of the Colony, 
excluding the Savings Bank and Public Debt Accounts, the assets 
showed on the 31st December 1893 a balance over liabilities of 
$31,953.38. On the Savings Bank account, there was also at the 
same date a balance of $22,092.08, in favour of Assets over 
Liabilities, but on the Public Debt account the Liabilities 
exceeded the Assets by $227,175.17., the liabilities consisting 
solely of the three loans raised for the purpose mentioned under 
the heading “Public Deb”; taking the General Account, the 
Savings Bank Account, and the Public Debt Account, the total 
excess of Liabilities over Assets amounted at the end of the year 
to $173,129.61, or less than one-half of the Revenue collected in 
1891, and little more than one-half the revenue collected in 1892. 


Local Revenue and Expenditure. 


The different towns in the Colony, namely, Belize, Corosal, 
Orange Walk, Mullins River, Stann Greek, Monkey River, and 
Punta Gorda, have separate local funds to which, since the passing 
of Ordinance No. 32 of 1892, are now credited all moneys received 
therein on the issue or transfer of liquor licenses, and, under 
Ordinance No. 6 of 1892, all moneys also received on the issue of 
dog licenses. 

In the Cayo District, the moneys received on account of liquor 
licenses are similarly placed to the credit of the local fund of that 
district. The local fund of any town is appropriated and applied 
generally in the district within which such town is situated as the 
Legislative Council determines when the annual estimates are iaid 
before them, but the recommendations of the Local Boards, under 
the Presidency of the Commissioner of each district, guide the 
Legislative Council in the appropriation of the Local Funds. 

In Corosal, the local fund is increased by a property tax and 
market rents, and in Orange Walk by a property tax and Slaughter 
House fees, but, as markets have recently beeu built in Orange 
Walk and Stann Creek, the local funds of these towns will shortly 
be also augmented by market rents. 

In Belize, the local revenue is derived, in addition to the receipts 
from liquor licenses, which in 1893 amounted to $6,935, from a 
property tax of 4 per cent, on annual value, a fire rate of 1 per 
cent. similarly assessed, licenses on horses, mules, asses, carriages, 
drays and drivers, rents of market stalls and Slaughter House fees 
and cemetery fees. In 1893, $79.25, were also realised by the sale 
of the water from public tanks during a prolonged period of 
drought. 

The following table gives the actual revenue and acituai 
expenditure of the different towns of the Colony from 1890 to 
1893. The revenue does not include the balances to the credit of 
each town at the beginning of the year, which are detailed in the 


next table. 
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1890. 1891. 1892. | 1893. 
| 

Revenue. Expenditure. Revenue. Expenditure. Revenue. Expeuditure. Revenue. Expenditure. 

pn mg NS ee barn ee 
$ oc. $ ec. * --¢ c. $ « $ oc. $ « $  ¢. 
Town of Belize - | *23,029 36 $23,029 36 16,175 61 $16,003 72 22,271 53 16,670 66 22,763 84 24,954 23 
Town of Corosal  - 1,219 39 1,544 18 1.236 70 595 14 4,199 27 1,925 41 4,919 79 3,367 10 
Town of Orange Walk 765 21 226 74 625 15 1,134 22 3,053 27 470 22 3,525 05 3,933 50 
Town of Stann Creek 36 00 20 25 18 00 76 74 554 50 Nil. 864 00 821 56 
Town of Mullin’s River 51 00 Nil. 120 00 225 50 609 00 475 145 LO 170 00 
Town of Punta Gorda 51 00 Nil. 12 00 - 89 00 415 00 37 00 407 00 125 58 
Town of Monkey River 36 00 Nil. 45 00 Nil. ' 711 00 Nil. 399 00 227 11 
The Cayo District - Nil. Nil. Nil. Nil. 606 00 Nil. 600 00 600 00 


‘ ‘ 
* Including advances from General Revenue of $9,236.86. 
{ Including deficit on 1st January 1890 of $1,266.00. 


{ At the end of 1891, though the expenditure was less than the revenue for the year, the local fund owed to General Revenue $10,050.50 for advances 
received in previous years. This debt was, by a vote of the Legislative Council, struck off charge at the end of 1893. 
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The following table shows the balances remaining to the credit 
of each town from 1890 to 1893 on the 31st December of each 
year. 
boBhd Gadel CR NAN Seas Deen tg we ek ie ite 8 Sf ed rea 


1890. 1891. | 1892. | 1893. 


Amount. Amount, Amount. | Amount. 


ka i 8 eee 


$c. $ « $ « + ae 
Town of Belize’ - - Nil. 665 57 *6,266 44 4,076 05 
Town of Corosal - - 451 80 1,093 36 8,367 22 4,919 91 
Town of Orange Walk - 1,590 52 1,081 45 8,664 50 3,256 05 
Town of Stann Creek - 126 75 68 Ol 622 51 664 95 
Town of Mullins River - 189 00 83 50 687 75 662 75 
Town of Punta Gorda - 78 00 Nil. 378 00 659. 42 
Town of Monkey River - 36 00 72 00 783 00 954 89 
The Cayo District - - Nil. Nil. 600 00 600 00 


* Vide note “}” page 6. 


Public Debt. 


The Public Debt of the Colony on the 31st December 1893, 
amounted to 35,1501., and consisted of a loan of $55,750, (the 
collar being taken as the equivalent of 4s.) raised in 1886 for 
improvements on the town and harbour of Belize, on which 
iaterest at the rate of 5 per cent. per annum is paid, and further 
loans of 9,000/, and 15,0000. raised for the. same purpose in 1838 
and 1893 respectively. The two latter loans bear interest at the 
rate of 44 per cent. per annum. The Crown Agents for the 
Colonies held on the 3lst December securities to the amount of 
2.1971, 1s. 1d., on account of the sinking fund of the loan of 1886, 
and on account of the sinking fund of the loan of 1888, securities 
to the amount of 1,076/. 6s. 11d., and 110. 14s. 6d. in cash. 

The full amount of the loan which was authorised to be raised 
under Ordinance No. 10 of 1891 was 20,000/., but, as stated above, 
only 15,0001. were raised in 1893, the balance of the 5,000/. 
having been raised at the beginning of 1894. No investments have 
as yet been made on account of the Sinking Fund of this loan. 


Local Boards. 


The question of the introduction of the Municipal System into 
Belize, the capital of the Colony, has been engaging attention 
for some time, and, as a first step in that direction, a District 
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Boards Bill on a liberal basis was introduced and passed during 
the late session of the Legislative Council, and will shortly 
be brought into operation. Meanwhile, the Local Boards of 
Belize consist of the Central Road Board, of which the Governor 
is President, with extended powers over the whole Colony, the 
Local Board of Health, and the Quarantine Board, the latter two 
Boards being subject to the control of the Governor-in-Council. 
In each of the districts, there are a Local Board of Health, 
controiled by the Governor-in-Council, and a Local Road Board, 
under the Commissioners of Roads. The Commissioners of the 
respective districts are the Presidents of these Local Boards. 
The amalgamation of the two Local Boards in each district into one 
District Board, with powers over the whole district, and subject 
only to the control of the Governor, or of the Governor -in-Council 
will take place when the District Boards Ordinance, referred to 
above, and an exhaustive law dealing with Public Health, also 
recently passed, are brought into operation by proclamation. 


Defence and Police Force. 


The defence of the Colony, and the ordinary police work were 
in 1888 entrusted to a constabulary force raised during 1886, 
1887, and 1888, when the Imperial Troops, consisting of two 
companies of the West India Regiment, were withdrawn, and the 
old Police Force disbanded. ‘The constabulary at the end of the 
year was composed of an In3pector-Commandant, an Inspector, 
three Sub-Inspectors, and 170 non-commissioned officers and men. 
In 1893, the total cost of the force amounted to $71,986.95 out of 
which $58,430.38 were expended ou salaries. The cost of the 
force in 1893 was greater by $6,370.05 than its cost in 1892. The 
Legislative Council have reduced the cost of the Establishment 
for 1894 to $64,893.94. The headquarters of the constabulary 
are now at Belize, where are the Newtown Barracks, the property 
of the Imperial Government, but handed over to the Colonial 
Government on the conditions that the buildings are kept in 
repair, and the foreshore line maintained. The principal forts are 
Fort Barlee, Corosal, and Fort Cairns, Orange Walk, whilst at 
August Pine Ridge, 18 miles from Orange Walk, there is a 
Block House used as an out-post station. 


Public Works. 


In 1893, $55,037.09 were expended on Public Works of all 
kinds, as against $54,745.31 similarly expended in 1892. From 
this sum of $55,037.09, $15,318.78 were spent on the maintenance 
of public buildings, and on general services connected with their 
up-keep, whilst $10,535.27 were devoted to what are generally 
termed extraordinary services, and included the cost of the 
construction of a landing pier at Stann Creek, and of placing in 
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position an iron bridge over the river on which that town is 
situated, of more than usually extensive repairs to public buildings, 
of the completion of the Hospital at Orange Walk, of the 
conversion of the Old Government Printing Office, Belize, into a 
suitable Pulice Station, and of the building of a new Pclice Station 
at Guinea Grass. 

Over and above this expenditure, the sum of $28,857.89 was 
spent, during the year, on carrying out the works in connection 
with the improvements of the town and harbour of Belize, which 
principally consisted: in 1893 of reclamation work. Up to the 
3lst December 1893, the total sum of $144,892.66 had been 
spent on the above mentioned works spread over the years 1888 
to 1893. 


1888 $ Cc. 

00 | 21,556 20 Expended on carrying cut scheme of Baron 

1890 Siccama. 

1890 29,385 88 Awarded to contractor including cost of 
arbitration for cancellation of contract. 

1891 40,062 06 Expended on carrying out scheme of Baron 


Siccama, 
1892 25,030 63 ditto 
1893 28,857 89 ditto 
Total $144,892 66 
Legislation. 


Only three Ordinances were passed in 1893, and these were “ The 
Appropriation Supply Ordioance tor the year 1893,” and the 
Supplementary Appropriation Supply Ordinances for the years 
1892 and 1893. 

After a period of legislative inaction in 1891, 1892 was 
conspicuous for great legislative activity, thirty-six Ordinances 
being passed during that year. Beyond the Appropriation Supply 
Ordinances, there was, therefore, little necessity for legislation iu 
1893, but the members of the Legislative Council, though only 
cal'ed together in regular session on the 1st December, were 
consulted freely on financial matters and other questions of 
importance. 


Councils, 


The Executive Council is composed of the Colonial Secretary, 
the Treasurer, the Attorney-General, the Inspector-Commandant, 
and three unofficial members appointed by the Queen on the 
recommendation of the Governor; and the Legislative Council of 
the Colonial Secretary, the ‘Treasurer, the Attorney-General, 
and five unofficial members also appointed by the Queen on the 
recommendation of tie Governor, The Governor is President. 
of both Councils. 
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Civil Establishment. 


There is little of general interest to record under the above 
heading, and it is only necessary to refer to a temporary change 
that took place in the administration of the Government. After 
nearly two years residence in the Colony, His Excellency 
Sir Alfred Moloney, K.C.M.G., left the Colony in April on six 
months ieave of absence, during which period the Government 
was administered by Mr. E. B. Sweet-Escott, who had arrived in 
the Colony the month previous. On the return of Sir Alfred 
Moloney at the end of October, Mr. Escott acted as Colonial 
Secretary until the close of the year. 


Pensions, 


Three officers retired from the service in 1893, and were 
granted pensions aggregating $535 a year, The total amount 
paid by the Colony as peasions was on the 31st December 
$9,510.26 as compared with $9,725.33 and $9,002.71 on the 
same dates in the years 1892 and 1891 respectively. 


Consuls. 


The following countries are represented by Consuls :— 
Nicaragua, Germany, United States of America, Spanish Honduras, 
Denmark, Norway and Sweder, Austria and Hungary, and 
Guatemala, whilst France and Spain are represented by Consular 
Agents. 


Population. 


Acccording to the returns furnished by the Registrar-General, 
the total population of the Colony on the 31st December was 
31,371, or 100 less than the number established by the Census 
of April 1891. To this number, however, ot which 16,219 are 
males and 15,152 females, should be added the number of male 
adults employed in the wood-cutting industries in the Republic 
of Honduras and in Yucatan, who, with their wives and children, 
probably approximate 1,500, thus bringing up the total population 
of the Colony to 32,871. The total white population is given as 
400, and the total coloured population as 30,971, to which 
numbers should be added the 1,500 souls connected with the 
wood-cutting industries, 


The ratio of population to the square mile is for the Belize District 
6-66, for the combined districts of Corosal and Orange Walk 4:09, 
for the Stann Creek District, 1°88, for the Toledo District, 2 38, 
and for the Cayo District 3°35, giving an average of 4°15 for the 
whole Colony. The following table gives the numbers employed 
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in agriculture, manufacture, and commerce in the different Bririsa 


ee i‘Honpuras. 
Districts. 1893. 
— | Agriculture. | Manufacture.| Commerce. 
Belize ss - : : , 361 56 681 
Corozal and Orange Walk - - 946 86 168 
Stann Creek - - - - 901 9 97 
Toledo - - - - 723 5 60 
Cayo - ~ - - 222 9 13 
Total - - - - 3,153 165 1,024 


The following table gives the number of births, marriages, and 
deaths and the rates per 1,009 of births and deaths for the last 
three years. 


: Birth rate . Death rate 
Year. | Births. per 1,000. Marriages. Deaths. | per 1,000. 
1891 - 1,372 43°60 379 1,242 39°46 
1892 - 1,219 38°73 372 1,282 40°73 
1893 - 1,274 40°48 404 1,374 43°66 
Ecclesiastical. 


The Church of England, the Church of Rome, the Wesleyan, 
the Baptist, and the Presbyterian denominations are all represented 
in the Colony, and the following table gives the number of 
churches or chapels in each district :— 


Church of . Church of | Presby- 

pas Wesleyan: | "Rome. Rapin. England.| _ terian. 
Belize - - 5 2 6 3 1 
Corozal ~ - 3 1 —_ 1 — 
Orange Walk - 1 3 2 1 — 


Stann Creek - 


or 
wo 

| 
i) 
| 


Toledo - - 


Lis) 
ao 
| 
' 
i 
| 


Cayo - - — 1 — — —— 


Total - - 16 15 8 “ 1 
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In addition to the Roman Catholic Churches given above there 
are some 34 small chapels in Indian villages scattered throughout 
the Colony. The Church of England mission is the oldest 
established in the Colony, having been founded in 1812, and has 
now at its head a bishop recently consecrated. Next comes the 
Bay'tist Society, whose first minister arrived in Belize in 1822; 
then the Wesleyan Mission, established in 1825; then the Roman 
C atholic Mission, started in 1851, and now numbering the largest 
number of adherents of any of the Missions, administered by a 
Vicar Apostolic who is also Bishop of Hureea: and lastly the Free 
Church of Scotland, whose first minister came to the Colony in 
1852. No Uhurch or denomination receives any grant from the 
public funds of the Colony. To these Missions the Colony is 
much indebted for the active part taken by them in Educational 
work, as evidenced by the fact, shown under the next heading, that 
out of 40 primary schools ir existence at the end of the year only 
two were undenominational. 


Education. 


The system of educaticn in the Colony continues to be voluntary 
and primary, there being no Government schools. The schools are 
assisted by grants paid from the General Revenue and based upon 
the attendance of pupils. In addition, bonuses are given to 
teachers. By the new Educational Ordinance, No. 25 of 1892, and 
the Rules and Regulations framed thereunder, monthly grants, 
calculated upon the average attendance, vary according as_ the 
schools are situated in the towns of Belize, Corosal, Orange Walk, 
Stann Creek, and Punta Gorda or outside their limits, as the 
pupils in attendance are classed as infants or adults, and as the 
teachers hold first or second class certificates. Grants are also 
paid in respect of each pupil who passes in the different standards. 
The amount of grants paid in 1893 aggregated $13,271.87 against 
$13,780.41 in 1892, whilst, in addition, $509.75 were paid as 
henuses On examinations, and $128.38 were awarded in prizes. 
‘The Departmental Expenses amounted to $1,701.47 against 
$2,168.78 in 1892, making a total cost to the Government of 
$15,611.47 against a total cost of $16,517.94 in 1892. The 
average cost to the Colony for each child educated was $4.91 
igainst $4.88 for 1892. ‘lhe slight increase is due to the number 
of children on the roll being 204 less in 1893 than in 1892. The 
voluntary contributions in 1893 amounted to $5,170.36 and the 
school fees to $2,605.87. There were 40 schools in existence on 
the 3lst December 1893, the same number as in 1892, of which 16 
were under the management of the Church of Rome, 11 under 
that of the Wesleyan Mission, 11 under the Baptist Mission, five 
under the Church of England, and 2 were undenominational. In 
1886 and 1887 the number of schools was 28, in 1888, 27, in 1889, 
28, in 1890, 35, in 1891, 34, and in 1892, 40. The following 
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table gives the average enrolment, the average attendance and — Burrisu 


the percentage of attendance from 1886 to 1893 inclusive :— ee al 
a Average Average | Percentage of 
Enrolment. Attendance. | Attendance. 
1886 - - - 2,527 1,770 70°05 
1887 - - - 2,612 1,794 68°65 
1888 - - - 2,580 1,786 69°2 
1889 - - - 2,569 1,786 69°63 
1890 - - - 2,943 1,976 66°8 
1891 - - - 2,994 2,013 67°24 
1892 - - - 3,383 2,168 64:0 
1893 - - - poe) 2,072 68°09 


Of the 3,179 pupils on the roll of all the Schools, 1,313 belonged 
to the Roman Catholic, 933 to Wesleyan, 488 to Church of 
England, 337 to Baptist and 108 to undenominational schools. 

In reviewing the general educational work of the past year, the 
difficulties arising from many of the children having but a slight 
acquaintance with the English language must not be overlooked. 
Thus from Red Cliff, nearly at the extreme south of the Colony, to 
Stann Creek, the Carib language is most commonly used and_ the 
children, save in school, hear littie Engish spoken. The so called 
Creole element is mostly found in the schools from Little River to 
Northern River, as well as in the Belize District and westward, 
whilst in the northern part of the Colony and the extreme west the 
languages in every day use are Spanish and Maya, the latter an 
Indian dialect. It is not, therefore, to be wondered at if 
primary education, with these lingui.tic drawbacks, should not: be 
very advanced, though, having regard to this consideration, the 
results may be viewed as satisfactory. The children who attend 
school are on the whole bright and intelligent, and, if teachers were 
to judiciously make greater use of the native language of the 
children as the medium of instruction in teaching English, progress 
would be probably more rapid. In addition, however, to the 
difficulty arising from the multiplicity of languages, the want of 
proper roads, rendering communication between villages no easy 
matter, and the scattered nature of the population, must be 
remembered, whilst, in addition, many children are deprived for a 
large portion of the year of any opportunity of attending school 
owing to their having to accompany their parents who are employed 
in the bush in cutting logwood and mahogany. To the employers 
of those labourers who are engaged in the wood-cutting industries, 
the Government must necessarily look for the establishment of 
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Britis — temporary schools in the immediate neighbourhood of the logwood 
Hepat: and mahogany works, and such schools, when once established 
aap would be able to participate in the grants annually voted by the 
Legislature. 
In closing these remarks on the Educational system of the 
Colony, a reference should be made to the Second Annual Exhibition 
of School Work which was held in December last. This exhibition, 
which owes its origin entirely to His Excellency Sir Alfred 
Moloney, hasnow, thanks to his efforts, become an annual institution 
and is an important feature in the work of education. So far, the 
exhibits have been principally confined to specimens of needlework 
of all kinds, penmanship, and drawing, but it is hoped that in 
time the exhibits will include specimens of the various crafts and 
trades of the Colony, and will form a happy illustration of the 
successful development of industrial training which it is the anxious 
desire of the Government to foster and promote. 


Currency, 


The standard of value is still the Guatemalan doilar, which is the 
legal tender for sums ofany amount. The following coins are also 
current, the Guatemalan half, quarter, one-tenth, and one-twentieth 
dollar, the Chilian dollar or sol, half-dollar, and one-fifth dollar, one- 
tenth dollar, and one-twentieth dollar, the Peruvian sol, half, one- 
fifth, one-tenth, and one-twentieth sol, and one-cent piece of British 
Honduras. It is somewhat of an anomaly that the one coin 
peculiar to the Colony is the one that has in itself no purchasing 
power, for there is not a single article that can be bought for a 
single cent piece. Throughout the year 1893 there was a 
marked depression of trade, owing in no small measure to the 
unhealthy condition of the local currency. The Treasury rate fixed 
for the dollar for the year was 2s. 9d. but the exchange or 
commercial rate at no time reached that figure, and from June to 
December the average value of the dollar was only 2s. id. 


From 1888 to 1894 the Treasury rating of the dollar, for purpose 
of account, has been as follows :— 


s. d, 
1888 - - - 3 I] 
1889 - - - 210 
1890 - - - 210 
1891 - - Se: a | 
1892 - - - 38 0 
1893 - - - 2 9 
1894 . - - 2 5 


There is no paper money of [any kind now in circulation, and 
there is no banking establishment, but the majority of the large 
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commercial houses combine banking business to a limited extent , 


with their wholesale and retail trade. 

It is hoped that, as soon as the standard of the value has been 
changed from a silver toa gold basis a legitimate bank will be 
established. 

The strong and practically unanimous appeal for a change in 
the currency to a gold standard which was made to the Imperial 
Government has been favourably answered, and the Local 
Government now only awaits the instructions of the Home authorities 
as to the final arrangements to be made for the conversion of the 
currency, it having already been decided, in accordance with the 
popular wish, that the standard shall be the American gold 
dollar, though the English sovereign will have also concurrent 
circulation. Though the existing depression in trade is not wholly 
attributable to the depreciated currency in which payments are 
made, it is clear that no branch of trade can be in a healthy con- 
dition when so much uncertainty exists as to the value of the 
medium of exchange, and a natural contraction of business 
operations must therefore ensue. 


Trade of the Colony. Imports and Exports. 


The following tables give the value of the Imports and Exports 
of the Colony during the decade from 1884 to 1893, from which 
it will be seen that, whilst the value of the Imports in 1893 was 
lower than that in any other year since 1887, the value of the Exports 
exceeded that of any of the nine years previous except 1889. The 
decrease in the value of Imports for 1893 compared with 1892 was 
$280,294, whilst the increase in the value of Exports was $393,882. 
The decrease in the value of Imports was due to the very natural 
shrinkage of trade owing to the depreciated state of the local 
currency, and the disinclination on the part of the merchants to 
import articles at enhanced prices until the then existing stock- 
in-trade had been reduced. 


Imports. 
Years. | enon. Colonies. | United States.| edi Total Imports. 
1884 - est ois ass soosss 1304082 1.18800 
1885 —- - 553,386 1,768 450,335 268,798 1,274,282 
1886 - - 470,147 7,564 465,355 236,747 1,179,813 
1887 - - 477,606 2,869 407,389 209,857 1,097,721 
1888 - - 684,677 1,058 572,851 220,462 1,479,048 
1889 - - 897,201 1,191 664,195 300,740 1,863,327 
1890 - - 855,221 4,162 667,921 302,176 1,829,480: 
1891+ - 763,249 1,178 743,654 845,284 1,853,365 
1893 - - 682,174 6,170 798,620 259,271 1,741,285: 


1898 - = 559,686 3,983 684,134 213,189 1,460 941 
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pues Export 
1393. 
Years. Kean, Colonies. | United States. eee, : Total Exports. 
1884 - . 1.088168 ¥ 264185 97870 187246 
1885 - : 708,800 947 258,240 244,414 1,221,401 
1836 - - 903,376 | 1,522 270,847 224,989 1,400,234 
1887 - . 785,505 4,221 359,873 200,110 1,349,709 
1888 ‘ 726,295 7,528 495,955 296,407 1,526,115 
1889 - -| 1,167,787 9,264 560,529 418,024 2,155,554 
1890 -| 1,108,246 ” 3,627 429,849 324,377 1,866,099 
1891 - -| 1,052,725 1,038 470,881 385,286 1,909,980 
1892 - - 795,811 = 589,185 406,239 1,741,235 
1893 - -| 1,186,228 — 588,438 360,451 2,135,117 


The following tables include the principal articles the im- 
portation and exportation of which show a decrease in 1893, 
as compared with the value of the same articles imported or 
exported in any one or all of the years 1889 to 1892 :— 


Imports. 

Articles. | 1889. | 1890. | 1891. | 1892. | 1893. 
Agricultural implements - 100 tiv * 9 “ee 598 
Bacon and ham - . - - 18,509 19,068 16,454 19,549 45,310 
Beer, porter, cider, and perry - 29,577 28,294 23,790 22,704 22,057 
Books, printed - - 5,409 9,896 3,405 2,529 4,033 
Brandy - - - = 15,626 32,297 23,009 19,276 7,527 
Bread and biscuits - - 5,942 7,596 7,881 8,183 7,354 
Bricks . - - - 3,256 6,058 377 262 2,600 
Candles, other than tallow - 6,563 8,608 5,332 8,854 6,665 
Cattle (including horses and 

mules) - - - 67,258 69,899 59,332 145,770 62,811 
Coffee se : : -| 11,278 24,666 13,359 22,115 19,938 
Confectionery - . ~ 4,507 7666 6,246 7,219 4,947 
Cotton goods - . - 307,338 323,735 289,819 221,547 117,352 
Cigars ‘ . ° -| 11,356 9,967 14,452 10 826 11,444 
Clothing - - - : 78,409 41,176 49,928 52,581 49,816 
Drugs andchemicals - - 16,039 16,988 21,359 22,747 17,608 
Earthen and glass ware - - 21,175 14,349 29,982 9,963 15,377 
Flour : 3 -| 87,414 68,824 89,805 91,890 88,418 


Gin - : - - 4,817 7,965 8,290 8,660 4,060 
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Britisa 
Articles. | 1889. | 1890. | 1891. | 1892. | 1898. Honpounas. 
1898. 
Gunpowder - - - ioe ie a aor Sos 
Guns and pistols - - -| 12,971 8,489 13,540 15,229 7,380 
Hardware and cutlery - - 55,580 67,111 61,904 49,017 43,741 
Hides and skins - - 1,918 1,665 1,048 807 545 
Ice - - : . - 8,397 1,624 2,284 1,811 3,199 
Logwood - - - - 49,642 57,887 45,678 14,625. 16,781 
Lumber (dressed) «| 17,812 18,881 | 16,478 19,827 | 17,338 
Lumber (rough) - : 21,662 24,275 19,785 25,442 18,769 
Machinery : - -| 14,783 18,208 27,645 21,131 5,104 
Perfumery - - 16,548 14,248 18,059 12,691 8,931 
Plate and jewellery - - 15,170 5,718 9,430 14,153 8,479 
Rice 4 : - - 40,178 20,624 29,168 80,222 36,525 
Rubber - - - - 5,327 4, 715 6 ,208 385 1,745 
Rum : : - - 80 2,561 545 269 74 
Ship chandlery - - : 8,001 3.516 5,261 9,527 2,586 
Silks : > - -| 28,925 18,404 27,725 16,574 14,645 
Soap - - - -| 28,889 35,562 24,388 26,841 25,195 
Turtle = - . : - 2,588 1,992 3,091 5,014 4,828 
Vessels - - - - 5,599 1,024 802 1,738 15 
Whiskey - - - - 9,902 12,904 17,204 14,392 10,224 
Wood and wickerware - 6,256 7,518 12,200 1,539 2,680 
Woollen goods - - - 18,092 24,148 44,665 30,687 18,236 
Wines (sparkling) - - 4,871 6,981 8,600 3,469 3,895 
Wines (still) - - - 28,801 80,615 25,542 20,227 16,426 
Exports. 
Articles, | 1889. Artists, | tse, | tao, | tm ftom | t08 1890. | 1891. | 1892. ~heticten | ata, | a600. fan, | t002, |e 1893. 
Bananas - - 7 - | 17241 17476 280057 | eines e720 
Beer, porter, cider and perry - 2,233 1,908 2,467 1,198 803 
Boots and shoes - - - 4,341 not given 1,081 801 702 
Cattle (including horses and 
mules) « - 4,080 1,850 8,512 Nil Nil 

Cedar - - - - 5,454 8,596 (8,744 2 610 5,939. 
Clothing - - . - 10,296 7,627 8,344 6,390 2,251 
Cotton goods - - - 80,832 47,379 40,456 24,864 3,057 
Earthen and glass ware - - 8,399 4,198 3,222 1,982 25 
Gunpowder - - - 5,779 2,407 645 428 437 
Guns and pistols - - - 4,231 4,098 8,725 2,872 1,005. 
Hardware and cutlery - . 10,945 7,587 7,449 5,078 2,607 


I 83190. 
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BRritTisu ee. ae eR ee a ee 
Honpuras. Articles. | 1889. | 1990. | 1891. | 1992. | 1893. 

18938, a ee el Se ee 

Pe Hats * - : - Ae 1 Jus ator 4/580 i39 
Iron roofing : - . 8,502 7,761 7,889 12,432 5,030 
Matches - . : - 1,710 1,160 402 674 302 
Perfumery - - - 4,406 2,602 2,461 1,664 1,080 
Plantains - - - : 11,002 16,340 17,039 12,191 5,574 
Plate and jewellery - - 10,633 1,218 4,602 12,208 2,060 
Rubber - - - - 18,874 23,712 15,832 7,450 3,782 
Bum - * ° . 12,332 5,866 4,256 3,298 8,322 
Silks - - - - 10,014 11,421 13,090 6,824 3,209 
Sugar (raw) - - - 58,852 24,356 17,286 5,930 7,836 
Sundries - - ° - 32,299 16,826 24,430 25,784 8,310 
Wines (still) . . - 12,078 10,271 11,076 7,148 7,229 
Woollen goods - . - 3,251 1,376 7,033 8,506 796 


~~ 


The following tables include the principal articles the importation 
and exportation of which show an increase in 1893, as compared 
with the value of the same articles imported or exported in any 
one or all of the years 1889 to 1893 :-—- 


Imports. 
Articles. | 1889. | 1890. | 1891. 1892. | 1898. 
ee ee a eee Se) Cen eee Lae eS ee 
$ 3 $ $ $ 
Aerated waters - . : 2,081 2,158 6,572 5,089 6,587 
Beef and pork - - - 84,203 73,534 72,846 68,762 118,167 
Boots and shoes - - - 54,583 50,977 47,100 53,417 58,583 
Cheese - ° ° - 11,998 11,797 11,883 13,838 13,970 
Cigarettes - - ; - | not given | not given 728 1,490 2,300 
Gils (mineral) . ° - 15,647 16,620 17,163 13,282 17,218 
Preserved provisions - ° 74,571 107,971 97,802 107,483 118,550 
Exports. 
Articles, | 1889. | 1890. | 1891. | 1892. | 1893. 
Bullion and coin - - 352,658 198,488 160,480 276,543 451,485 
Logwood - - - ¢ 807,468 811,705 764,018 616,838 905,191 
Mahogany = . - 361,940 361,953 418,356 389,855 530,661 


Tortoise shell . . - 21,225 


22,411 17,822 9,271 22,770 
ee ee 


In the following table is given a summary of the total value of 
the imports and exports of the Colon y in 1893 according to the 
classification recommended to be adopted by a committee which 
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was appointed in England under authority to examine the 
method of preparing import and export statistics in force in the 
various colonies :— 


Exports. 
Nos. Classes. Imports. 
Home Foreign 
Produce. | Produce. Total. 
CS eS eee Tn aT ee Se ee 
$ $ $ $ 
1. Live animals - - ) 
Food - - : - 688,903 132,861 29,158 162,01 
Drink and Narcoties - - 
2. Raw materials : ; naa 
1. Textile - - - - Nil Nil Nil Nil 
2. Metal - - - - Nil Nil Nil Nil 
8. Other - - . - 36,888 1,841,202 136,571 1,477,778 
3. Manufactured materials : . 
1. Textile - - - - 200,871 Nil 10,564 10,564 
2. Metal - - - . 107,988 Nil 18,358 18,358 
| 3. Other - . ‘ -| 347,285 Nil 18,124 18,184 
4. Coin, bullion and specie of all 
kinds - - - - 79,200 Nil 453,279 458,279 
Grand total - - | 1,460,941 1,474,063 661,054 2,135,117 


Shipping. 


There was a considerable increase in the number of sailing vessels 
entered and cleared at ports in the Colony in 1893, as compared 
with the returns for 1892, and, though there was a decrease in 
the number of steamers entered and cleared, the total tonnage of 
the steamers entered and cleared in 1893 was only 289 tons less 
than the tonnage of the steamers entered and cleared in 1892. 

The following tables give the number and tonnage of sailing 
vessels and steamers entered and cleared for the five years from’ 
1889 to 1893 :— 


Entered. 
Sailing Vessels. Steamers. 
Year. 

Vessels. Tons. * Vessels. Tons. 
1889 - . “ 353 29,509 167 139,497 
1890s = - : 344 33,533 164 148,673 
1691, * 42 : - 312 36,089 191 142,515 
1608") = . - 307 33,560 162 110,032 


1893 - . ‘ 379 30,935 144 107,941 


Britis 
HonpDvuRAs. 
1893. 
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Cleared. 
Sailing Vessels. Steamers. 
Year. 
Vessels. Tons. Vessels. Tons, 

1889s “ - 306 29,132 172 140,605 
1890 - - - 322 30,267 168 151,594 
1891 - - - 310 36,475 189 139,194 
1892 - - - 312 33,303 159 108,429 
1893 - - - 860 84,198 146 110,231 


The nationalities and aggregate annual tonnage of the different 
sailing vessels and steamers entered and cleared at ports in the 
Colony from 1889 to 1893 are given in the four following 


tables :-— 
Sailing Vessels entered, 

British. Danish. German. Guatemala. Honduranean,. 
Year. ee ee | ie ee 
Vessels.| Tons. |Vessels.| Tons. |Vessels.| Tons. |Vessels.| Tons. | Vessels.| Tons. 
1889 - 195 12,946 2 586 3 834 1 6 26 407 
1890 - 159 9,912 2 717 6 2,323 — —_ 46 927 
1891 - 127 9,001 | 2 450 & 1,868 — — 63 1,235 
1892 - 114 8,266 2 708 6 2,159 _— _- 88 1,810 
1893 - 177 8,817 2 266 5 1,978 6 87 93 1,800 


(continued.) 


i ees a EET I ie ia 
Mexican. Nicaraguan. Swedish. American. Norwegian. 


Year. 


Vessels.| Tons. |Vessels.| Tons. |Vessels.| Tons. |/Vessels.| Tons. |Vessels.| 'I'ons. 


a oo De EE GE, CE TT ca 


1889 - 77 1,765 5 90 9 3,281 11 1,074 23 8,116 

1890 - 69 2,071 ia 206 i 2,431 4 351 41, 14,595 
1891 : 44 1,379 it 159 8 2,786 4 126 50 18,672 
1892s 26 813 7 161 6 2,272 14 1,142 42 15,495 
4893 26 811 8 184 2 


736 19 988 | 42 15,318 
en a Rae a RE ee ee See ee ee eT Renee a Ee 
Notz.—One Russian sailing vesse] of 404 tons was entered in 1889. 
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Sailing Vessels cleared. Bairise 
Honpouras. 
1893. 
British. Danish. German, Guatemalan. | Honduranean. — 
Years. ooo EE 
Vessels.| Tons. |Vessels.| Tons. |Vessels.| Tons. |Vessels.} Tons. |Vessels.| Tons. 
1889 - 178 | 13,415 2 586 6 1,971 _ _ 26 518 
1890 - 143 9,025 2 699 5 1,915 _ _ 49 965 
1891 - 121 8,976 4 1,106 3 1,104 — _- 70 1,394 
1892 - 117 7,382 x | 354 8 2,934 1 7 87 1,749 
1893 - 163 9,543 2 620 5 1,947 2 10 | 90 1,706 
( Continued.) 
Mexican. Nicaraguan. Swedish. American. Norwegian. 
Year. 
Vessels.| Tons. |Vessels.} Tons. |Vessels.| Tons. |Vessels.| Tons. |Vessels.| Tons. 
1889 - 48 1,338 6 | 114 8 2,969 ll 1,044 20 6,778 
1890. - 65 2,028 10 239 7 2,370 6 340 35 12,686 
1891 - 37 1,288 7 159 6 2,006 6 148 54 20,163 
1892 - 27 843 | 161 8 2,944 12 1,012 42 15,188 
1893 . 24 786 8 183 5 1,822 16 921 45 16,660 
Nore.—One Russian sailing vessel of 404 tons was cleared in 1889. 
Steamers entered. 
British. American. Norwegian. 
Year. 
Vessels. Tons. Vessels. Tons. Vessels. Tons. 
1889 - 65 60,439 102 79,058 _ | = 
1890 - 86 83,246 78 65,427 — _ 
1891 65 52,883 118 85,243 6 | 3,81 
1892 - 49 38,847 107 68,160 6 | 3,025 
1893 - 35 40,875 99 62,241 10 4,825 
Steamers cleared. 
British. American. Norwegian. 
Year. 
Vessels. Ton. Vessels. Tons. Vessels. Tons. 
1889 - 68 60,488 104 80,117 _ — 
1890 - 90 85,689 78 65,905 es si 
1891 . 68 53,094 111 80,470 8 2079 
1892 - 47 38,018 106 67,503 6 2,998 
1608..2.1-- BY | 43,174 101 63,063 8 | 3,994 
| 


69 
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Agricultural Statistics. 


The estimated acreage of the Colony is 4,839,408 acres, in which 
are included the area covered by lagoons and rivers, amounting to 
103,009 acres, and also that covered by the numerous cays, which 
is given as 112,529 acres. 


Fifty-one thousand acres are returned as being under cultivation, 
and 4,572,872 as being uncultivated. The figures given as the 
uncultivated acreage do not include the area covered by lagoons, 
rivers and cays. The estimated acreage of mahogany and logwood 
works remains the same as in 1892, namely, 3,065,000, but these 
figures are only approximate. All town and suburban lands 
belonging to the Crown must be sold by public auction at an 
upset price fixed by the Governor-in-Council, which generally 
ranges from $1 an acre upwards, whilst leases of Crown land are 
also granted by the Governor-in-Council at rates varying from 
25 cents an acre per annum, subject to such conditions as the 
circumstances of each case may seem to require. Rural land 
belonging to the Crown can now also be bovg*t for agricultural 
purposes at $1 an acre, and every encouragement is liberally 
extended by the Government to agriculturists, on whose enter- 
prise and energy the future of the Colony will have to depend. 
Free grants of rural lands are also given to bond fide immigrants 
who desire to settle in the Colony, in lots not exceeding 20 acres 
for each adult above 18 years of age, and 19 acres for each person 
under that age, subject only to easy conditions as to improvements 
and residence. About 3,077,146 acres of land in the Colony have 
been granted, and about 1,762,262 remain ungranted. The total 
number of acres granted in 1893 was 1,1613, for which the average 
price of $2.00 an acre was received. 


The following table gives the acreage of the six districts of the 
Colony, and of the alienated ‘and unalienated lands in each 
district. 


| o_e_* cue 
District. | Area. | Alienated. Unalienated. 
——————————— ee 
Acres. Acres. Acres. 
Belize - - - 1,102,000 928,291 173,709 
Corosal - = - 446,208 409,313 36,895 
‘Orange Walk ~ 916,800 876,900 39,900 
Stann Creek - - 1,280,000 157,203 1,122,797 
Toledo’ - - ~ 576,000 233,076 342,924 
The Cayo - - - 518,400 467,880 50,520 


——— 
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In the following table is given the revenue derived by the Land 
Department from the sale’ or jeases of lands, and the issue o 
licenses to cut timber. 


Year. Sale of Land. Leases of Land. | Timber Licenses. 
c. $ «4. $ «. 
1890 - - - 1,080 25 4,276 99 9,100 71 
1891 - - > 8,569 50 4,815 96 8,807 58 
1892 - - - 1,519 50 4,392 67 8,985 41 
1893 - - - 2,856 07 8,065 28 1,842 50 


The marked falling off in the revenue derived in 1893 from 
timber licenses was due to the low price of mahogany throughout 
the year, and the consequent diminution in the number of appli- 
cants to cut mahogany on Crown Lands. Whilst there was an 
increase in the receipts from the sales of lands, there was a decrease 
in the receipts from the leases of lands, due to tne loss which 
lessees of Crown Lands in the Southern District suffered by their 
plantations being either destroyed or seriously damaged by the 
heavy gale of the 6th July. At the present time, the increased 
facilities that now exist for the export and disposal of agricultural 
preduce in consequence of a new steamship company having been 
recently locally organised by the principal capitalists of the Colony 
in the agricultural interests, has given a much needed impetus to 
acriculture, and numerous applications are now being made by 
persons in the Southern Districts of Toledo and Stann Creek for 
the purchase or lease of Crown Lands. As a further indication of 
the benefit that this new steamship company has been to agricul- 
turists, the following comparative statement of bananas, cocoanuts, 
plantains, avocado-pears, and pine-apples exported during the first 
half-year of the years 1892, 1893 and 1894 is instructive 


January to : Avocado . 
Tae, Bananas. Cocoanuts. | Plantains. pease. Pine-apples. 
Bunches. 
1892 - 238,389 618,340 796,400 — 600 
1893 - 135,040 529,805 323,900 800 660 
1894 - 180,356 603,175 821,600 4,250 4,521 


a I i a a cee 

The average rate of wages for labour was lower in 1893 than in 
1892. Labourers engaged on plantations received on an average 
$10a month with rations, or $1 a day without rations, as against, in 
1892, $12 a month with rations or $1.25 to $1.50 a day without 
rations. Labourers employed in cutting mahogany or logwood 
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int Teceived in 1892, on an average, nearly $19 a month with rations, 
1893, but in 1893 they received, on an average, not more than $18 a month 
Sued with rations. For domestic labour the average rate of wages in 1893 
was for males $10 a month, and for females $6, but these wages 
were almost invariably exclusive of their food, which must be borne 

in mind in considering the cost of servants. 

The principal products of the Colony, in addition to mahogany 
and logwood, are sugar, rum, Indian-corn, bananas, cocoanuts and 
plantains, and the following table gives in the case of sugar, rum, 
and Indian corn, according to the returns supplied, the quantity 
produced from 1889 to 1893, and in the case of bananas, cocoanuts, 
and plantains, the quantity exported for the same period. The 
returns for sugar, rum and Indian-corn cannot, however, be 
considered as strictly accurate, and probably are very much below 
the actual quantity produced. 


Year. Sugar. Rum, ean Bananas. Cocoanuts. Plantains. 
Proof Number of Nuts 
lbs. gallons. Bushels. | Bunches. exported. 
1889 =| 2,890,900 67,966 100,451 356,285 1,859,318 1,085,280 
1890 «| 2,094,536 78,191 107,806 356,346 1,332,289 1.200,450 
1891 - | 1,655,664 52,757 105,840 472,436 1,964,175 1,580,200 
1892 - | 1,953,762 68,146 87,640 425,765 1,894,137 1,219,050 
1893 - | 1,490,920 57,178 47,607 189,420 1,177,315 506,400 


Under bananas, cocoanuts, and plantains, as has been stated 
above, only the quantity exported has been given, as no reliable 
figures could be obtained as to the quantity grown. In endeavour- 
ing, therefore, to arrive at an approximate estimate of the bunches 
of bananas and the number of cocoanuts and plantains annually 
produced in the Colony, a reasonable allowance must be made for 
home consumption by a population of nearly 33,000 souls. A 
very considerable decrease in the quantity of bananas, cocoanuts, 
and plantains exported in 1893 will be noticed as compared with 
the four previous years, but this decrease is almost entirely 
attributable 10 the disastrous effects of the gale of the 6th of July, 
which wrecked or very serious!y damaged nearly all the plantations 
in the Southern Districts of Stann Creek and Toledo. Considering 
the geographical position of British Honduras, the fertility of its 
soil, and the general salubrity of its climate, it is surprising’ that 
the number of its agricultural products as articles of commerce is 
not greater than it is. By the establishment, through the efforts 
of his Excellency Sir Alfred Moloney, K.C.M.G., in 1892, of a 
Botanic Station in Belize attached to the grounds of Government 
House, an attempt has been made to create a nursery for the 
cultivation of plants, of all kinds, of economic value, But the 
condition of the soil in Belize and the proximity of the station to 
the sea have proved the present site to be not altogether suited 
for its purpose, and it is hoped to shortly transfer the Botanic 
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Station to the Stann Creek District, where a site of some 75 acres, 
admirably adapted for its purpose, has been generously placed at 
the disposal of the Government by the Board of Directors of the 
British Honduras Syndicate. Even at Belize the Botanic Station 
has proved of value for, from the experiments made there, and 
from experience gained of the resources and capabilities of the 
Colony, it seems clear that the following products, in addition to 
those which have already proved successful, can be grown with 
advantage and with profit to agriculturists : cacao, castor-oil plant, 
coffee (liberica fur the lowlands, arabica for the highlands), rubber, 
(castilloa elastica), cola acuminata, cotton, grape-fruit, ground nut, 
henequen, jute, lemon, lime, nutmeg, pine-apple, pimento, sapodilla, 
shaddock, tobacco, and vanilla. In addition to the above, the 
following kitchen-garden products, as they are generally termed, 
can be readily cultivated:—Artichoke (Jerusalem), asparagus, 
beans of various kinds, cabbage, carrot, cauliflower, celery, corn, 
cucumber, edible gourds, Indian kale, lettuce, melon, mint, ochro, 
parsley, potato (Irish and sweet), peas, spinnach, and tomatoes. 
earing in view the short-sighted policy of depending on 
logwood and mahogavy as the staples for the Colony’s trade, it is 
to be hoped that the oft-repeated exhortation of His Excellency 
the Governor that the future of British Honduras must depend on 
its agricultural development will be borne in mind, and that in 
time this Colony will become, what it is eminently fitted by its 
climate and fertility to be, the garden of Central America. 

It has been considered desirable in this report to refrain from 
giving any statement of the average prices of articles imported 
for use or consumption, as their prices depend on the fluctuations 
in the English and American markets, and on the varying value 
of the local medium of exchange. From January to May, at the 
commercial rate of exchange, the Guatemalan dollar was worth on 
an average 2s. 5d., and from June to December 2s. 1d. Prices of 
imported goods, therefore, varied accordingly, though there was, 
on the whole, little variation in the prices of arucles grown or 
produced in the Colony. 


The following comparative statement of the cost during the 
years 189], 1892, and 1893 of those articles which, for the most 
part, are grown or produced in the Colony, and constitute 
especially the food of the people, may be useful :— 


—— | 1892, 1892, 1891. 


——_—$ 


Wheaten family flour 
per lb. | O06} c. to 09c. 04 ¢. to 06} ¢. 04 c. to 063 c. 


per 12 
Wheaten bread { oz. loaf O61 ¢. per lb loaf 063 c. | per Ib loaf 063 c. 
Tea = per lb. 75c. to $2 62h c. to $1.50¢c.| 75 c. to $1.75 ¢. 


Coffee  - Ss 50c¢. to 625¢. | 37}c. to 50c. 3ljic. to 37} ¢. 
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a ee ee ee a 


— | 1893. 1892. | 1891. 
= 

Butter - - perlb. | 75c, to $1.25. 623 c. to 75c. 50 c. to 75c. 
Beef (fresh) - ,, | 182 ¢. 125 ¢.to lige. | 15dc¢. to 183 c. 
Pork (fresh) - ,, 25 ¢. 124 c. to 182. c¢. 182 c¢. 
Mutton - = gs 874 c. 81ic. 8lic. 
Turtle - +) Ts 153 ¢. 122 ¢, 123 ¢. 
Fish (fresh) Fey 03 ¢. to 063 c. 03 c. to 063 c. 03 c. to 063 c. 
Plantains - -per 100 | $1.25 to $1.50 $1.25 $1.00 
Rice- = - ‘per qt. | 123}c. to 153 ¢. 123 ¢. 123 ¢. 
Yam - - per lb. 04 c¢. to V5c. 03 c. to 04 e. 03 ¢. 
Sugar (raw) eae 123. c. to 153.¢, 04 c. to 08 c. ‘| O64. to 09. 
Milk (fresh) - per qt. 3lic. 25 ¢. 25 ¢. 
Tobacco - ~- perlb.| 50c. to 623 ¢, 25 c. to 50 ¢. 3lic. 
Bananas - per bunch. | 12} c. to 25c. 6c. to 183 ¢. 06} c. to 183 ¢. 


Manufactures, Mines, and Fisheries, 


Eleven steam and 36 cattle sugar mills. and 17 stills were, on 
the 31st December, in use in the different parts of the Colony, 
whilst in the Stann Creek District there were three saw mills at 
work, The Colony, instead of importing timber for building 
purposes, should be able to supply all that is required in that 
direction, and it is hoped that a further development of the industry 
will shortly take place. 

The question of granting mining leases on favourable terms has 
lately received the attention of the Colonial Government, and is 
now under the consideration of the Secretary of State. The 
indications of minerals, and especially coal, that have appeared in 
the vicinity of the Cockscomb Mountains are most encouraging, 
whilst from the coast line to those mountains, the highest peak of 
which, Victoria Peak, is 3,700 feet above the sea-level, are traced 
alluvium, prime ridge gravel, calcareous shale and flagstone, 
clay shale and sandstone (coal measure), coast-range limestone 
(crystalline), coast-range schist and gneiss, black-shale and 
crinoidal liinestone, second range grit and slate, granite, serpentine, 
felsite and quartz, porphyry and quartzite. 

There is no established fishery in the Colony, but a bountiful 
supply of various kinds of fish, especially within what may be 
termed the Belize District, are caught from boats and doreys for 
local consumption. In 1893, 314 turtles were shipped to England 
by steamers. ‘There are no manufactures save those for sugar 
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and rum, but a fair quantity of cigars and mocassins are annually 


BritisE 


made, and there is no reason why the cigar industry should not be reat 


‘considerably developed. There are extensive sponge beds along 
the coast and round the numerous cays or small islands, the 
varieties ranging from yellow or “ Grass” to “ Sheep’s Wool.” 
Specimens of these sponges have attracted much attention, and 
proposals made by a well-known English firm for developing this 
industry have received the support of the Colonial, and the 
approval of the Home, Governments. Should no hitch occur, it is 
hoped that before long sponges will form an impertant item in the 
export trade of the Colony. 


Gaols and Prisoners. 


The only real gaol in the Colony is that situated in Belize, as 
the gaols in the five other districts would be more correctly 
termed lock-ups, in which persons sentenced in the district courts 
‘to three months’ imprisonment and less are confined. At Corosal 
and Orange Walk, these gacls are managed by officers called 
keepers of prisons, under the direction of the Commissioner of 
the district, and the prisoners are employed for the most part on 
services in connexion with the scavenging and cleaning of the 
towns, At Stann Creek, Punta Gorda, and the Cayo, the 
prisoners are all under the charge of a non-commissioned officer of 
‘constabulary, who takes his orders from the Commissioner. The 
Belize gaol is a well-organised institution, and reflects credit on 
the keeper, who is assisted in his duties by a chief warder, two 
warders, and five overseers. ‘The gaol is not on the separate 
system, as the prisoners are worked in gangs, but the separation 
at night is complete, unless, as very rarely happens, there are 
more than 77 prisoners, when not less than three are confined ip 
one cell. The prisoners engaged on extra-mural labour are 
principally employed on sanitary work, or on work in connexion. 
with the improvements of the town and harbour. There are 
excellent workshops in the gaol, and the prisoners are taught 
various trades as tailors, carpenters, bootmakers, hookbinders, mat- 
makers, and tin-smiths. Brushes of different kinds, for domestic 
purposes as well as for cleaning houses, are also made. 

The totai cost of the Belize Gaol, all charges included, with 
salaries, in 1893 was $12,997.44, as compared with $11,999.81 in 
1892, $10,680.16 in 1891, and $10,958.19 in 1890. The increased 
cost in 1893 and 1892, compared with the years 1891 and 1890, 
was due to the higher price of provisions in consequence of the 
depreciated value of the local currency. 

The estimated value of the prisoners’ labour in 1893 was 
$11,247.80 made up ef inside labour $6,854.30 and outside labour 
$4,893.50, but, inasmuch as the value placed on the prisoners’ 
labour was little, if at all, less than that of free labour, some 
‘deduction should be made from the estimated value given above. 
In 1892, the estimated value of the prisoners’ labour was $10,088, 
in 1891 $13,569.75, and in 1890 $11,856.43. 
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The following table gives the number of prisoners committed to 
all the prisons of the Colony for penal imprisonment from 1889 to 
1893, and the daily average number of prisoners in the Belize Gaol 
for the same years :— 


Tear Prisoners committed fer Daily average number 
2 penal imprisonment. in Belize Gaol. 
1889 « - - 345 58°68 
1890 - - - 328 51°01 
1891 - - - 373 49°59 
1892 - - - 371 45°70 
1893 - - - 395, 48°76 


Hospitals, Lunatic Asylum, and Poor House. 
The Medical Institutions of the Colony are as follows :— 


The Public Hospital, Belize. 

The Lunatic Asylum, Belize. 

‘'he Poor House, Belize. . 

The Contagious Diseases Hospita!, Belize. 

The Public Hospital, Corosal. 

The Public Hospital, Orange Walk. 

The Infectious Diseases Hospital, Orange Walk. 


The Belize Hospital consists of five wards, having the following 
number of beds assigned to them, 11, 1, 1, 8,and 5. At the 
beginning of the year 1893, there were 25 male and 1 female 
patients in the Hospital, and 289 males and 15 females were 
acmitted during the year; 258 patients were discharged as cured, 
and there were 32 deaths. The average daily number of patients 
in hospital, both male and female, was 18:24 as compared with 
20:90 in 1892, 19°68 in 1891, 20°11 in 1890, and 19:76 in 1889. 
Out of a total number of 330 cases treated, 103 were cases of 
malarial fever, three being remittent and 100 intermittent, 30 were 
of rheumatism, 23 were diseases of circulatory or respiratory system, 
21 were diseases of the skin, and 16 were cases of dysentery. 

Eight patients were admitted to the Lunatic Asylum in 1893, 
five being males and three females, whilst three males and one 
female were discharge! as cured during the year. The daily 
average number of patients during the year, including males and 
females, was 26°7 as against 23°08 in 1892, 23:30 in 1891, 24°56 
in 1890 and 25°10 in 1889. T'here were no deaths in 1893. 

In the Poor House, there were five males and three females at 
the beginning of the year, and during the year nine males and seven 
females were admitted, and one maie and one female were discharged. 
There were seven deaths in all. The daily average number of 
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ramates of the Poor House was 10°8 as compared with 9°10 in 1892, 
when the present building was constructed for the reception of such 
persons as would properly be received into this Institution. ‘The 
same excellent organisation and good manageinent which have 
been noticeable in connection with these institutions still prevail, 
and the equipment of the Hospital especially leaves little to be 
desired. The Legislature have made for two years now provision 
for the salary of a trained nurse to be obtained from England. A 
suitable person for the appointment, and competent as regards the 
duties of nursing and midwifery has only just been found. The 
lady appointed as nurse arrived at the beginning of the present 
month. The absence of a trained female nurse has been much felt 
even in Belize, whilst in the other towus of the Colony there is 
undoubtedly much loss of life in cases of serious illness owing to 
the want of proper nurses. It is now hoped that, under the 
instructions of a thoroughly trained nurse, the native women will 
be able to be also trained as nurses for service in any part of the 
Colony. 

The Contagious Diseases Hospital, formerly the Old Military 
Hospital, oceupies a capital site at the extreme north of the land 
included in what is called the Newtown Barracks, is bounded on 
two sides by the sea, and is sufficiently isolated for all practical 
purposes. ‘So far it has, fortunately, not been put into requisition, 
but it would be ready for use at a few hours notice. 

The Corosal Public Hospital was first opened in 1883, and at 
that time had accommodation for six male and two female patients, 
In 1892 and at the beginning of 1893 it was enlarged and can 
now comfortably accommodate ten male, as well as two female, 
patients. During the year 187 males and 8 females were admitted, 
130 patients in all were discharged as cured, and 41 as relieved. 


The number of deaths was 16. The daily average in hospital, 
both of males and females, was 8°56. As the number of 
admissions to this Hospital in 1890 was only 61, the daily average 
being 3:04, it will be seen that the benefits derivable from that 
Institution are becoming more widely appreciated; of the 198 
cases treated, 53 were for remittent, and 3 for intermittent, fever. 


The Hospital at Orange Walk was opened by His Excellency 
Sir Alfred Moloney, K.C.M.G., on the 14th February 1893, but 
it was not ready for the reception of patients until the 17th of 
March following. Since that date up to the close of the year 140 
male patients were admitted, of whom 109 were discharged as cured, 
and 16 as relieved, whilst five died. ‘The daily average in the 
hospital since it was opened was 3°5. Out of the 140 cases treated, 
69 were for malarial fever. Owing to the depressed state of the 
finances, it was not found possible to carry out in 1893 the 
original intention of building a Cottage Hospital at the Cayo, and 
Hospitals at Stann Creek and Punta Gorda similar to the one 
erected at Orange Walk, but the necessity of these Institutions 
is pressing, and, should circumstances allow, it is hoped that all 
these buildings will be erected in 1895. 
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Charitable and Literary Institutions. 


The only Charitable Institutions in the Colony are the Public 
Hospital, Asylum, and Poor House in Belize, and the Public 
Hospitals in Corosal and Orange Walk, which have been referred 
to in the preceding sections. 

There is no Literary Institution in existence, though a well 
meant, but badly organised, attempt was made in 1893 to establish 
one by private subscription. Without proper Sai and with 
insufficient funds, the skeleton of what was to be a “ People’s 
Hall ” was hurriedly run up on a site granted by the Government 
in 1891, in the centre of the town of Belize. The structure was, 
however, blown down by the gale of the 6th July, which caused 
considerable damage to the plantations in the Southern part of 
the Colony, and no attempt has been made to rebuild it, It is 
now proposed, under the auspices of the Government, to establish 
an [nstitute which would comprise a museum, and library, and 
reading, writing, and debating rooms. Of such a museum and 
library a nucleus has already been formed, and contributions from 
all quarters are desired and invited. To ensure the stability of 
such an institution, a recently passed law provides that only on 
the sum of 3,000/ having been raised is the building to be 
commen ced, 


Meteorological Observations, 


According to the observations taken at the meteorological 
station at Belize, the mean maximum temperature in 1893 was 89° 
fur May, 86° for March and June, 85° for April and September, 
and 84° for February and July, whilst the mean minimum 
temperature was 53° for December, 62° for January, 70° for 
October, 71° for February, 73° for November and 76° for March, 
The average maximum temperature for the 12 months was 82°6, 
and the average minimum temperature 73:2. The total rainfall 
for the year was 51°26 inches, and rain fell on 109 days, No rain 
fell in April, and only 0°60 inches in March. ‘The greatest rainfal 
was in September with a total of 10-85 inches. 


The following table gives the total rainfall, and the number of 
days on which rain fell during the last four years :— 


Year. Total Rainfall, Inches. No. of Days’ Rain. 
1890 - - - 74°31 124 
1891 - - 66°82 115 
1892 : - - 72°64 119 
1893 - - - 51°26 109 
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On 193 days the direction of the wind was S.E., on 67 days N.E., 
on 30 days N.W., and on 27 days N. 


A slight shock of earthquake was felt at 4.30 p.m. on the 6th 
August. 


Savings Bank, and Friendly Societies. 


The Government Savings Bank, Belize, was established in 1846, 
and branches were created at Corosal and Orange Walk in 1881, 
and at Stann Creek, Punta Gorda, and the Cayo in 1892. Inthe 
following table are given the number of depositors on the 3ist 
December of each year from 1884 to 1893, the amount of deposits 
and withdrawals during each of these years, the amount to the 
credit of depositors on the 31st December of each year, and the 
revenue and expenditure of the Savings Bank for each of the ten 
years. 


__ In the expenditure the cost of the management of the Savings 
Bank in Belize and in the other towns of the Colony has not been 
included, seeing that no special staff is set apart for this purpose, 
the duties connected therewith falling on the efficers of the Treasury 
and on the Commissioners of the various Districts, without 
additional remuneration. 


No. of Amount of | Amount of | Amount at 


Year. |Depositars | Papas jwitharewals| credit of | evenue, | Bxpendi- 
: Year. Year on 31 Dec. 

1884 - - 342 14,887.90 9,210.00 $8,940.96 1,175.00 sbo.20 
1885 - - 372 11,147.11 12,686.48 37,411.69 1,883.99 1,070.73 
1886 : - 398 16,091.77 | 17,099.31 | 36,404.15 1,208.08 1,149.98 
1887 - - 876 7,795.89 9,966.77 35,283.78 1,864.47 1,033.02 
1888 - . 859 16,780.56 | 12,822.49 40,628.04 1,563.38 986.55 
1889 - - 408 15,042.82 | 14,321.96 | 41,348.76 | 1,651.58 1,079.70 
1890 . - 380 19,281.72 19,586.11 42,040.57 1,651.58 1,352.67 
1891 - - 377 17,230.07 16,987.18 42,293.46 1,757.86 1,101.91 
1892 - - 370 20,859.30 14,961.68 48,337.02 18,06.66 1,026.89 
1893 - - 373 18,751.18 22,040.10 4,380.94 2,000.89 1,197,382 


As regards the disposal of the Savings Bank Funds, 7,0001., 
which at 2s. 5d. to the dollar are the equivalent of $57,931.03, are 
invested, whilst $7,104.55 remain in the hands of the Treasurer 
and the District Commissioners, who are Sub-Accountants. Interest 
is paid on deposits at the rate of three per cent. perannum, and the 
amounts inserted in the column headed “ Expenditure ” represent 
the interest thus paid during the year. 
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from the above table it will be seen that the number of depositors 
m 1893 exceeded the number in 1892 by 3, though the amount of 
deposits was less by $2,108.17 in 1893 than in 1892. The large 
sncrease in the amount withdrawn in 1893 as compared with 1892 
is probably due to the depression of trade, and to the necessity that 
existed in many cases of persons living on their savings, or of 
utilising their savings for the promotion of their business. The 
difference of the revenue and expenditure for the year represents 
a net gain to the Government of $803.57. 

The existence of three Friendly Societies in Belize is a healthy 
indication that the lessons of thrift and self-help are being learnt 
by its inhabitants, Of these societies, the oldest is the Grand 
United Order of Odd Fellows, having been established in June 
1881, and now counting 66 members. The funds invested by 
this society amount to $350. 

Next comes the Friendly Society of Belize, established in 
November 1890, and, with 140 members belonging to it, having 
the considerable sum of $2,094.87 invested in property. 

Last comes the Union Friendly Society, established in December 
1890, and having no less than 266 members. The funds invested 
by this society amount to $3,800, and, like the former societies, 
it was founded to afford assistance to its members in times of 
sickness, trouble and death. None of these societies receive 
Government assistance. 


Government Houses. 


Government House is admirably situated on the South Side of 
the town of Belize, and, standing in about two acres of land, 
principally composed of !awns, intersected by a carriage drive, 
directly faces the sea, from which it is distant only sume twenty 
yards. Included in the grounds are a small flower garden and a 
Botanic Station, which occupies the site, now greatly improved, of 
the former kitchen garden. The Botanic Station is managed by 
a Superintendent, with five labourers, who are also employed in 
keeping in order Government House grounds proper. Government 
House itself remains in much the same condition as was described 
in the report for 1892, and urgently requires repairs, but the 
estimated cost of these repairs, namely, $11,000, is at present 
beyond the means of the Colony, and it will probably be found 
necessary to continue the system of patching which has hitherto 
been adopted. The house itself is most inconveniently built, and 
would require, when under repairs, very radical alterations before 
it could be converted into eith2ra suitable or comfortable residence 
for the Governor. 


Roads, ke. 


There are no railways, canals, telegraphs or telephones in the 
Colony, and the roads, suck as they are, with a few exceptions, 
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consist of paths cut into the forest which there is considerable 
difficulty in keeping clear. ‘The control of the roads throughout 
the Colony is vested by law in a beard, appointed by the Governor, 
and called the Commissioners of Roads, The Governor is also 
Presideut of this Board. | In each District there are District Road 
Boards, presided over by the Commissioners of the District. The 
mémbers of these Boards are the most influential and representative 
men of the District, and are appointed by the Governor. On the 
recommendations of these District Boards, the Commissioners of 
Roads decide as to the road-work to be undertaken during the 
year, and, having regard to the large extent and nature of the 
country through which the roads have to run, and the small means 
at the disposal of the Government, the number and length of roads 
that are kept open and cleaned during the year must be viewed 
as creditable to all concerned. The work of eleaning the roads is, 
as a rule, performed under contract, For many years to come, 
however, until population and wealth increase, and the country 
is more opened up, the rivers and seas must continue to be the 
principal highways of communication. 


The following table shows the amounts expended on the roads 
of the Colony from 1890 to 1893. 


Year. toss 

S.C, 

1890 - - - 6,162 82 
1891 - ~ - 4,114 02 
1892 - - - 4,139 24 
1893 - - - 7,583 15 


With the exception of very small sums expended on the repair 
of the streets of the towns of Stann Creek, Mullins River, Punta 
Gorda, and Monkey River in 1893, the above figures are exclusive 
of the cost of the repair of the streets in the towns of Belize, Corosal, 
and Orange Walk. In the figures given opposite the years 1890 
and 1891, the cost of the up-keep of the Haulover Road, which has 
been laboriously constructed for a length of some six miles through 
swampy land, and at the present time forms the only outlet by 
land from Belize, has been included, but the cost of the up-keep, 
which in 1892 was $2,740.61, and in 1893 $1,229.75, is not 
included in the figures given above, showing the amounts expended 
on roads for these two years. 

The great increase in the expenditure on roads in 1893 as com- 
pared. with 1892 is consequent on the increase in local or district 
funds by the transfer of the moneys received on liquor licenses, 
under the operation of Ordinance No. 32 of 1892, from General 
Revenue to the fund of that town where such moneys are received, 


I 83179 


BritisH 
HonpbuRAs. 
1893. 


81 


34 COLONIAL REPORTS.—ANNUAL. 


pee and this result alone fully proves the wisdom of this legislation, apart 
°r303, «from the general satisfaction caused by taxes being spent in the 
she District where they are raised. 


In referring tothe means of communication which exist in the 
Colony, the tram line which connects the prosperous and progres- 
sive little seaport town of Stann Creek with the Melinda Estate, 
belonging to the British Honduras Syndicate, should not be 
overlooked. This tram line, which was opened by His Excellency 
Sir Alfred Moloney, K.C.M.G., on the 28th May 1892, is 5 miles 
and 20 chains in length. Its gauge is 2} feet, and its sleepers and 
rails are both of steel, the former weighing 32 lbs. to the yard. 
The road runs along a line 40 feet wide on which is laid an em- 
bankment of an average width of 104 feet, and of a varying height 
from lto 7 feet. The tram is principally used to convey the 
products of the Melinda Estite to Stann Creek, but the small 
proprietors bordering the line are allowed, for a very small charge, 
to make use of the cars for the carriage of their bananas. At the 
town of Stann Creek, the line runs on to a pier 200 feet in length, 
which has recently been constructed by the government, and which 
only requires lengthening to admit of the fruit and other agricul- 
tural produce brought down on the cars being at once placed, 
without a second handling, on board the vessels by which they will 
be carried to their destination. It is understood that the question 
of the extension of the tram line is now under the consideration of 
the Syndicate, and the benefit that the Colony would derive from 
the opening up of the interior of the District of Stann Creek, 
the soil and climate of which are especially well adapted for 
agriculture, would be unquestionably very considerable. 


Though no railway at present exists, the question of the possi- 
bility of one being constructed has not been lost sight of The 
survey which was begun in 1892, with the object of determining 
the best route through Crown Lands for a railway to the Western 
frontier of the Colony, had ‘o be discontinued owing to the 
physical. difficulties encountered. What is termed the Belize 
River route, already surveyed for nearly 40 miles, is considered by 
some persons the only possible one for a railway to the Western 
Frontier, but as such a railway would have to pass principally 
through private lands of by no means a rich nature its advantages 
would be considerably discounted. Whilst it would unquestion- 
ably increase the prospect of any railway proving a financial success 
if the certainty of its being able to link with any of the Central 
American Systems could be secured, and whilst it seems proved 
that in the neighbourhood of Peten there is a mine of wealth 
awaiting in the form of logwood forests, which are at present 
valueless owing to there being no means of conveying the wood 
when cut, but the natural outlet for which would be through the 
Cayoand Belize districts, still the great advantages, and possibly 
of a more permanent nature, to be obtained from opening up 
the rich country in Stann Creek District must not be overlooked. 
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Though no telegraphs at present exist in the Colony, an Ordinance 
has recently been added to the Statute Book authorising the 
construction of telegraph lines and the raising of a loan of 6,000/. 
for that purpose. It is not, however, proposed to take advantage 
immediately of this legislative authority. 


Postal Statistics 


The total Revenue of the Post Office for 1893 was $6,903.86, 
as compared with $7,778.19 for 1892, showing a decrease of 
$874.33, and the total cost, including $10,184.17 for salaries, 
wages, &c., and all expenses of Postal Service within the Colony, 
and $20,000 for conveyance of mails beyond the Colony, was 
$30,184.17 as compared with $31,019.16 for 1892, showing a 
decrease of $834.99, but a deficit ou the service of the year of 
$23,280.31. The mail service beyond the Colony, which is a 
weekly one, is performed by steamers belonging to the New 
Orleans and Belize Royal Mail Steam Ship Company, under a 
contract which came into force on the 12th January 1892, and 
expires on the 11th January 1897. 

The total number of ordinary letters sent to, and received from, 
abroad was 79,985, of postcards 1,810, of registered letters 2,597, 
of newspapers, books and samples 61,078, and of parcels by parcel 
post 579. 

The total number of inland letters passing through the Post 
Office was 35,507, of newspapers and books 7,088, and of parcels 
414. 

Money Orders amounting to 9441. 3s. 7d. were issued during 
the year on the United Kingdom and other countries, and orders 
amounting to 78/, 19s. 5d. were paid. 

The inland postal order system was only introduced in August, 
but between that month and the 81st of December, 135 orders, 
amounting in value to $692.25 were issued, and as the advantages 
of this system are becoming known, greater use is being made 
thereof. 

In addition to the Central Pest Office in Belize, eight other 
Post Offices were open in different parts of the Colony at the end 
of the year. 


Conclusion. 


In concluding this summary of the Colony’s position at the end 
of 1893, as illustrated by the preceding paragraphs, 1 may perhaps 
be allowed to briefly refer to the fortitude with which the stress 
arising from a depreciated currency, a marked shrinkage of trade, 
the low price of mahogany, and the devastation of the fruit 
plantations in the southern parts of the Colony by the disastrous 
gale of the 6th July, has been borne by all classes without 
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exception, and to point hopefully to the dawning of what appear 
to be happier and more prosperous times for British Honduras. 
Two years of marked improvement in the Public Health have 
now been succeeded by a third year, which, in this respect, seems 
likely to surpass its predecessors, whilst the immediate prospect of 
a final settlement of the currency on a stable basis, the increasing 
activity, since the establishment under local management of the 
Mutual Fruit and Steamship Company, in agricultural industries, 
which is so forcikly exemplified in the comparative table, given 
under Agricu!tural Statistics, of the exports of agricultural produce 
for the first half-year of the years 1892, 1893, and 1894, and the 
prominence that the timber industry, exclusive of the cutting of 
logwood and mahogany, is now assuming, have already begun to 
exercise a beneficial influence on the community at large, and it 
is with reasonable confidence that we can now look forward in 
the near future to a revival of trade, to a rapid increase in the 
number of economic products, and so to that natural development 
of the resources of the Colony on which the happiness and 
prosperity of its inhabitants must finally depend. 
E. B. Swret-Escort, 
July 17, 1894. Colonial Secretary. 
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The following among other Reports relating to Her Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained for a few 
pence from the sources indicated on the title page :— 


ANNUAL. 
No. Colony. Year. 
69 | Victoria - : - - . -| 1891 
70 | Rodrigues - - = . ‘ - 
71 | Bermuda - * - - - - | 1892 
72 | Fiji - - : ° -| 1891 
73 | British Hawaneas = . - - = . 
74 | Turks and Caicos Islands - - > - 1892 
75 | Gibraltar - « . = : = . 
76 |} Bahamas - « ® - 2 : a 
77 | Leeward Islands - 7 - =, . . 
78 | Trinidad and Tobago - - - ; : 
79 | Malta . ° a > Z . 
80 Gambia - “ 2 2 = :, 
81 Straits ae tatanie. . z - w 4 
82 Grenada - - e % : o ~ 
83 Barbados - - a : a v ss 
84 St. Vincent - - = - ‘ i 
85 | Hong Kong - - - . '. a 
86 | St. Lucia - 2 * 5 6s - é 
87 | Falkland Islands - - - = = ss 
88 Gold Coast - - _ - e a 
89 | Basutoland - - - <i - | 1892-93 
90 | Ceylon - - ‘ « 3 - | 1892 
91 Zululand - = ™ > . - rf 
92 Mauritius - - - - wm é ” 
93 Labuan - - “ a x - Me 
94 British Honduras - = - . . a 
95 | Lagos - - - - - bs 
96 Sierra Leone - . is 
97 | Fiji - - se « “ in 
98 | Rodrigues- - - 


99 St. Helena = 
100 | British Bechuanaland - 
101 British Guiana - - 
102 Jamaica - « . 
103 Newfoundland " - 
104 Victoria e - 


105 | Bermuda - ; _ - | 1893 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
No. Colony. Subject. 
1 | Gold Coast - - | Economic Agriculture. 
2 | Zululand - - - | Forests. 


3 | Sierra Leone - - | Geology and Botany. 
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No. 106. 
GAMBIA. 


(For Report for 1892, see Colonial Report [Annual], No. 80.) 


Administrator LLEWELYN to the Marquerss or RIPon. 


Government House, Bathurst, Gambia, 
My Lorp, April 16, 1894, 
I HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship the Blue 
Book of this Colony for the year 1893, together with my report 
on the same. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) RR. B. Luewezyn, 
Administrator. 


REPORT ON THE GAMBIA BLUE BOOK For THE YEAR 1893. 


The Revenue reached the largest total, I believe, on record of 
31,8987. 10s. 5d., and the expenditure amounted to 38,143. 6s. 4d., 
which includes the sum of 9,500/. on a new Wharf, so the ordinary 
expenditure of the Colony was about 28,000/., the same as it has 
been for the last three years. 

The surplus assets on the 31st December were 13,9157. 6s. 9d., 
invested in various Government securities in England. 

Briefly there is no sign of any great elasticity in the financial 
prosperity of the Colony, but it is holding its own and should, if 
anything, advance, though but slowly. 


Public Works. 


The principal new work was the erection of a Powder Magazine, 
inside the walls of what was formerly the Coal Depét at Half-Die. 

The plan for this building was furnished by the War Department 
and it is therefore of excellent design. 

Four new Iron Buoys with moorings complete, were purchased 
at a cost of 600/. and have replaced the old ones at the entrance 
of the river. 

An expenditure of 3,232/. on ordinary current repairs, &c. has 
helped to keep the Public Buildings in good order. 

I 81860. Wt. 21999, 
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Legislation, 


Hight Ordinances were passed during the year, the most impor- 
tant being one “To provide for the granting of Annual Trade 
« Licences to persons intending to trade in certain territories 
“ and towns within the boundaries delimited by the Anglo-French 
* Boundary Commission of 1891.” Formerly the Chiefs and 
Alcaides exacted from traders varying “Customs” as all such 
taxes were called, and many disputes arose in the collection of 
those Customs. Now all traders obtain a Licence at the Treasury 
in Bathurst, which they show to the Alcaides in the towns, and 
these are accepted by them as a proof ot payment of Customs. 

The licence is paid for in cash at the Treasury and is considerably 
lower than the amount the traders formerly paid in goods. It is 
intended to award the Alcaides a proportion, depending in some 
degree upon satisfactor, performance of duties, not exceeding one- 
half of the amount derived from Licences taken out in their 
several Districts. The total sums realized from such Licences in 
the first season has amounted to over four hundred pounds. 

Ordinances were passed abolishing all fees to the Collector of 
Customs and other officers in the Customs Department, and doin 
away with the payment of fees to the Postmaster and Clerks for 
Sunday work in the Post Office, the general principle being 
gradually adopted in all Departments of abolishing all fees and 
perquisites. 

Proclamations were issued requiring all guns and firearms to 
be presented for the purpose of being marked, and appointing the 
new Government Powder Magazine at Half-Die as a place in 
which all powder imported shall be deposited. These steps were 
required in carrying out the provisions of the Brussels Act. 


Civil E'stablishment. 


The Honourable Harry Holme Lee, Collector of Customs, died 
on the 19th of August, and his office was not filled until after the 
end of the year. 

Dr. Finucane, Assistant Colonial Surgeon, who was invalided 
from this Colony, was transferred to Fiji in May. 

In the month of January, Commander R, Jukes Hughes 
(retired) arrived in the Colony as successor to Captain Hawtayne 
in the office of Superintendent of Police, but seven weeks after 
his arrival Captain Hughes was invalided and remained on leave 
until the middle of September. 

Messrs. J. H. Ozanne and C. F. Sitwell arrived in January 
and assumed the duties of Travelling Commissioners in the 
Colony. 

Dr. W. T. Prout, transferred from the Gold Coast, arrived on 
the Ist of April and took up his appointment as Colonial 
Surgeon. 

Mr. W. Cuddeford was appointed Local Auditor in September 
in conjunction with the Colony of Sierra Leone. 
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The usual leave of absence was granted to the Treasurer, 
Mr. Moseley, and the Confidential Clerk, Mr. Gace, and the 
Administrator was invalided to England for seventy days from 
the 10th of July. 


Pensions. 


Mr. T. W. Jackson, formerly Chief Magistrate, who was in 
receipt of a pension of 150/. per annum, died on the 38rd of July, 
and as there have been no additions to the Pension List for two 
years, the vote is now only 7441, 19s. 9d. as against 1 ,380/. at the 
end of 1891. 


Foreign Consuls. 


Mr. Charles Julius Mann was recognised as Vice-Consul for 
Portugal on the 29th September. 


Population and Vital Statistics, 


The following is the Report of the Registrar on the Vital 
Statistics of the Colony : 


Births. 


The births registered in the Colony during the year 1893 
numbered 332 as against 391 in the year 1892, and corresponded 
to an annual rate of 23°2 per 1,000 of the aggregate population. 


In Bathurst - 216 Births were recorded. 
,, British Combo - 35) 5, 55  » 
», Ceded Mile - 58 3 99 9 
», Macarthy’s Island 23  ,, a 9 
332 


The sex-proportion of infants born shows an excess of males, 
there being 170 males to 162 females. 

Other dependencies of the Colony, such as Bai and Kansala, 
furnished no returns. 

Of the 332 births, 328 were black, and four hyorid. Thirty 
were legitimate, or 9°0 per cent. of the total births, not including 
ihe births registered by Mohammedans, who are validly married 
according to their tenets, There isno doubt that a not incon- 
siderable number of births escaped registration. 


Deaths, 
The mortality recorded during the period under review num- 
bered 611 including still-births, and corresponded to an annual 
rate of 42°8 per 1,000 of the aggregate population. 


Gamera. 
1893. 
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The deaths registered in the following districts corresponded 
to the following annual rates per 1,000 of their respective 
populations. 


Bathurst - - - ~ - - - 45°4 
Ceded Mile - - - - - 389 
British Combo’ - - - - - 69°8 
McCarthy’s Island - - - - 49°0 


The computation makes no allowance for increase or decrease 
of population, but is based upon the figures of the recent decennial 
census. Infant mortality was exceptionally high, 190 infants 
having succumbed to various ailments during the year, convulsiong, 
consequent upon dentition, and diseases of the respiratory organs 
being the most fatal. 

The months of January, February, and August were markedly 
fatal to infant life. 

Three Europeans died within the same period, one from 
malarial fever, another from pneumonia, and the third from heat 
stroke and syphilis. 


The following are the registered causes of death :— 


Abscess - - - 1 | Debility - - - 3 
Anasarca - - 2 | Diarrhoea - - 3 
Chronic alcoholism - 1 | Diseases of the lungs - 26 
Phthisis  - - 2 | Diseases of the heart  - 9 
Anemia - 1 | Dropsy - - «56 
Asthma - - 1 | Dysentery - ; - 5 
Boils - - - 1 | Elephantiasis = - ae | 
Bowel complaints - 59 | Exhaustion - - - 1 
Bronchitis - - 2 | Small-pox - - 16 
Burns - - 2] Senile decay - - - 8 
Bursting of a blood Still birth - - 26 

vessel - . i | Suicide - - - 2 
Cerebral apoplexy - 1 | Syncope - - 1 
Chest affection - 59 | Syphilis > - - 1 
Child birth - - 5 | Teething - - 3 
Fevers - - 48 | Murder - - - 1 
Fistula - - - 1| Piles - - - 2 
Killed by alligator - 1 | Pleurisy - - - 1 
Leprosy - - 2 | Pneumonia - - 4 
Liver complaint = - 3 | Rheumatism - - - 6 
Meningitis - - 1 | Tetanus - - - 2 
Mumps - - - 389] Ulcers - - - - 6 
Consumption . 6 | Unascertained or ill defined 158 
Convulsions = 27 

Marriages. 


There were 30 marriages solemnized during the year as against 
24 in the preceding year, viz,; 8 in the Anglican Church, 4 in the 
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Roman Catholic Church, and 18 by ministers of the Wesleyan 
Methodist Society. 


Alien Children 


The number of aliens registered during the year was 17, of the 
following nationalities, Mandingoes 9 Bambaras 2, Jolahs 3, 
Tillibunka 1, Turanka 1, Foulah 1. Two aliens died and fifty- 
seven obtained their discharge. By permission of the Adminis- 
trator six aliens were removed temporarily from the Colony, three 
of whom have returned, and three are still absent. 


In April the Legislature passed the “ Registration of Alien 
African Children further Amendment Ordinance, 1893,” which, by 
Section 4, reduces the age limit for the deter mination of apprentice- 
ship to 15 years in the case of girls, and 16 years in the case of 
boys. The Ordinance further makes it compulsory upon all 
guardians having the legitimate control of any registered alien 
child to send him or her to a school which is either supported by 
the Government, or is entitled to receive aid from the public 
funds of the Colcny. By Section V., of the said Ordinance every 
schoolmaster is required to transmit to the Registrar monthly a 
certificate of the attendance of every alien child in his school upon 
pain of the penalty set forth in the same section. In consequence 
of these salutary provisions guardians are now more alive than 
hitherto to their responsibility towards their apprentices who, as never 
before, attend school more regularly, and the aliens who are under 
the custody of Mohammedan guardians are now attending one or 
the other of the denominational Christian schools in Bathurst, 
where they are taught the rudiments of an English education with 
most beneficial results. 


The number of alien children on the roll at the beginning of 
the year was 172, and on the 31st December 132, 17 names 
having been added in the course of the year, and 57 deleted. The 
number of aliens introduced into the Colony for registration has 
markedly declined within the last few years, and since 1889 there 
has been a constant yearly decrease, as the subjoined comparative 
summary will show. 


Tine No. of Aliens |Introduced into | Struck off the 
on the Roll. the Colony. roll. 
1889 - : - - 551 2) 121 
1890 - 3 - - 409 7 24 
1891 - - - - 378 5 110 
1892 - - . 263 22 69 


1893 - ~ - - 172 17 57 


GAMBIA, 
1893. 
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The probable explanation of this gradual decrease is the stringent 
restrictions with regard to the removal of aliens from Bathurst. 
Another reason may be that aliens of Jolah nationality, who make 
ihe best apprentices, are no longer obtainable to the same extent as 
formerly. 

The above figures do not take into account the adult aliens 
brought into the Colony through the agencies of the Travelling 
Commissioners in 1893, the number of which was 100. 


Education. 


Owing to the prevalence of cholera in Senegal during the last 
half of the year the schools in the Gambia could not be examined 
by the Inspector, who resides in Sierra Leone, as it was feared by 
the Government of that Colony that cholera might appear here and 
that the Inspector would not then be able to get back, so he was 
not allowed to leave, arather unnecessary precaution, and as it 
turns out, entirely so. 

The schools were therefore awarded the same grants as in 
the previous year and I am not able to refer to any examination 


report. 


Imports and Exports. 


The most noticeable difference in the subjoined comparative 
returns of Import Duties is the decline in the importation of guns 
and powder owing to the efforts made to carry out the obligations 
of the Brussels Conference Act. 

Prior to 1892 the average quantity of gunpowder imported 
was between 800 and 900 barrels annually. Last year less than 
900 barrels were consumed in the Colony, but 324. barrels 
were transhipped for ports in Senegal. The import duty on 
guns and pistols fell from 6957. in 1892 to 521. in 18938, which is, I 
think, a significant fact that the Brussels Act is not treated as a 
dead letter in this Colony. 

There was a large decrease in the duty on Kola nuts, I believe 
attributable to some scarceness of the article and rise in price in 
Sierra Leone owing to the ravages of the locusts. ‘These insects 
also visited the Gambia and destroyed large quantities of rice and 
corn here, which accounts for the increase of the amount of import 
duty collected on rice and food supplies. 

The ground nuts exported produced 1,071/. more than was 
estimated and the crop was one of the largest on record. 

The total value of the imports amounted to 166,5092, which 
includes 20,3931. in specie, but 6,676/. in specie was exported, and 
the total value of the exports was 239,720/, 
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The comparative tables show the variations in the quantities 
and value of the principal articles imported and exported during 
the years 1892 and 1893. 


Imports. 
ee res nt ee 
' Heads of Receipts. me e's aps Increase. Decrease. 
a rng ote nL PR ee See, ee el SR Nero cael 
Ad valorem duty - . . $184 i § $444 % ‘ 350 18 : ou * 
Import duty on wine - -| 91619 2 923 18 8 619 1 - 
Spirits - ° - - -| 2,891 3 8 | $402 6 4 Bll 2 8 _ 
Malt liquor - . : - 312 0 0 244 19 10 _~ 67 0 2 
Tobacco - - . -| 4,027 8 6 | 3,858 3 11 - 169 4 6 
Oil, turps, &c. - - - 64912 7 658 6 4 108138 9 —_ 
Sugar - - « * ° 906 15 10 | 1,180 6 5 27410 7 _ 
Kola nuts - - . -} 4388 8 5 3,576 9 5 — 701.19 «& 
Rice - - . . . 675 17 3 1,012 6.10 836 9 7 Lo 
Guns and Pistols == * . 695 4 0 52 0 0 _ 648 4 0 
Powder - - . . 120 8 6 98 9 9 oe 2118 % 
Salt - - - . . $47 13 10 29811 9 | - 54 2 1 
Kerosine oil = : - . 124 14 8 130 911 515 3 _ 


i 


Exports. 
; Articles. | 1892. | 1893. | Increase. | Decrease. 
coomanute ~~ {fy dRathium, [ydtiinta| See | — 
aap dake eee -{ Vaiue L721 Vaiae Lo18l. meld } 2082. 
Rubber = + = {/ value 20202 Value 2.6190. ~ a ag 
raimromes - = {| waite, | vddbhomit | SMmar= | 
Wax- = = = {| ait opera, | value 21402, fee Nh 
Specie - “ s | 8,885. 6,6761, _ 2,189!, 


A cargo of mahogany, cut about 25 miles up the river, was sent 
to England in November, but I am informed that, although the 


logs were large and good, the price realized was not encouraging, 


GAMBIA. 
1893. 
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Shipping. 


There was only one large English sailing vessel in the Colony 
during the year, but 104 steamers entered and cleared, of which 67 
were English, 32 French, 4 German and 1 Dutch. 


Prison. 


The number of prisoners was considerably below the average of 
the past years, and at present the separate cells, numbering 19, are 
sufficient to provide separate accommodation for the average 
number of prisoners. 

The prison in general meets the requirements of the Colony and 
on the whole it is well conducted for a small prison in a small 
Colony. 

‘The comparative table given below supplies further details :— 


—_— eee 


Total aie 

Number For safe Daily ner! Daily 
Prischors| oo, | Stsleay | Panish- | Average | sotstons | Average | Num 
risoners n Sic 
om- | Deri | of Bail | Me™ | Prison |protay,| List. | Deaths. 
mitted. ; 


Number 
Year, 


1891 - : 111 _ 24 87 37 24 2 _ 
1892 - - 140 3 30 107 26 77 2 2 
1893 - - 85 1 12 72 20 55 2 4 


Criminal Statistics. 


The number of convictions in 1893 was 154, a decrease of 47 
on the previous year, and in examining the details of these con- 
victions it appears that drunkenness decreased last year, and that 
the other offences were all of the ordinary type. 

Three cases of slave-dealing were-tried but all failed in getting 
convictions. Offences against the Public Health Ordinance, and 
for committing nuisance in the town of Bathurst, show increased 
vigilance on the part of the Inspector of Nuisances and Police in 
Bathurst, which cannot have failed to do good. 


Hospitals. 


The daily average number of patients in the Hospital was within 
a fraction the same as last year, viz. eight males and four 
females. 


COLONIAL REPORTS,—ANNUAL- ll 


The number of cases treated was 267 against 354 in the previous 
year, and the deaths were 20 in 1893 and 27 in 1892. 

There were fewer cases of malarial fever and no deaths, and on 
the whole I should say the year was a healthier one. 

The Hospital is in good order in every way and is about to be 
improved by the erection of a building as a store with cells for the 
temporary confinement of lunatics pending their removal to Sierra 
Leone. 


Meteorological, 


The meteorological and weather conditions in general were 
phenomenal during the year 1893. 

A total eclipse of the sun, visible in the Gambia for nearly 
three minutes, occurred on the 16th of April. Heavier rains fell 
earlier in May than usual, and the rainfall of the whole season was 
52 per cent. more than the average of the last five years. 

A very heavy fall of ten inches on the 17th August flooded all 
the low lying parts of Bathurst, and phenomenal rains, especially in 
the upper river in December, damaged seriously the crops of 
ground nuts which had just been pulled. 

The total rainfall at Bathurst was 77°89 and at McCarthy’s 
Island 55°39 inches. 


COMPARATIVE RAINFALL, COLONY OF THE GAMBIA. 


—_—_ 1889. 1890. 1891. 1892. 1893. 
January - - — 01 
February «= - —_ 
March - - = 
April - - — 
May - - - — 
June - - - 1°16 
July - - - 3°23 
August - - 5°57 
September - - | 10°65 
October - - 1°45 
November = - _ 
December - - — 
32°06 53-41 


Average, 54°96. 
W. T. Provut,—Colonial Surgeon. 


95 


GAmMBla. 
1892. 


od 


1893. 

Months. 
January . 
Fobruary - 
March - ° 
April ° 
May - > 
June ° 
July - ° 
August « 
September ° 
October - 
November - 
December - 


METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS, 1893. 


Average for month at 


Dry 
Bulb. 


69°8 
67°65 
68°8 
69°7 
75°6 
81°2 
73°3 
if 
717°6 
77° 

74°9 
67°7 


7 a.m. 


Wet 
Bulb. 


Dew 
point. 


60°07 
51°84 
61°68 
62°4 
66°8 
71°2 
72°2 
73°6 
74°2 
74°28 
66°5 
56°72 


Maximum in shade 
at 3 p.m. 


Highest. Lowest. | Average, Highest, 


75° 83°1 73° 
75° 86°5 69° 
75° 80°8 69° 
76° 76°2 70°5 
77°65 84°4 75°5 
83°5 87°5 78° 
79° 84°4 78° 
79° 84°4 77°65 
78° 85°2 73° 
80°5 84°9 79° 
83°5 87°5 17° 
68° 83°1 69°5 


Minimum in shade 


at 7 a.m. 


Lowest, | Average, 


61° 67°9 
63° 64°8 
61° 65'8 
63° 66"7 
68° 712 
7° 74°9 
72° 74'4 
70° 73°9 
72° 74°6 
71°5 74°1 
62° 72°8 
58° 62°4 


“S681 


*VIEHYS 


Rainfall in inches. 


Total. Maximum, Date. 


*02 *02 5-1-93 
0°40 0°40 23-1-93 
2°16 1°80 28-5-93 
3°29 1°36 11-6-98 

20°57 2°34 8-7-93 
80°57 10°15 17-8-93 
13°00 2°91 2-9-93 
7°33 4°66 3-10-93 
“15 “15 1-11-93 
“40 *36 21-12-93 


Total rainfall for 1893—77°89 inches. 


W. T. Prour, M.B,—Colonial Surgeon. 
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Savings Bank. 


The number of accounts remaining open at the end of the year 
increased from 89 at the beginning of the year to 103 at the end, 
and the balance due to depositors rose from 989/. to 1,594/., which 
is a substantial improvement. Twenty-seven Friendly Societies 
have over 600/. to the credit of sundry members, but very little 
of this is deposited in the savings bank, and Ido not know if 
much of it is invested anywhere. 


General Remarks. 


The year 1893 was a prosperous one as far as the public 
revenues were concerned, but I fear many of the inhabitants in 
the Colony and Protectorate suffered considerably from the loss of 
their food crops owing to the continued presence, in different 
degrees, of locusts. 


These insects first appeared in large quantities in the beginning 
of February and have hovered more or less in and about. the 
Colony ever since. I am informed that locusts have never 
remained so long on any previous visitation, and if they continue 
to stop here some steps will have to be taken systematically to 
destroy them. 


From June until the end of the year cholera was prevalent in 
Senegal, within 100 miles of Bathurst, but, most fortunately, the 
Colony escaped. The strict Quarantine Regulations imposed 
could not but fail to disturb trade, but I hope they helped to keep 
the Colony free of this scourge. 


In December a phenomenal rain occurred which damaged the 
ground nuts that had been just gathered and were stacked in heaps 
in the fields without any covering. 


It is somewhat remarkable that the loss of all the cattle by 
disease in 1892, the destruction of the food by locusts early in 
1893, the phenomenal rain at the end of 1893, and the fear of an 
epidemic of cholera hanging over their heads for six months, does 
not seem to have disturbed the happiness of the people at all and 
they go on as placidly as if everything was proceeding most 
flourishingly and regularly. 


I made a lengthy tour in the Protectorate in January and 
February and installed the newly appointed Travelling Commis- 
sioners in their offices. 


Much valuable information has been gained about the geography 
of the country and the manners of the people by these officers, 
who live amongst them for eight months in the year, and I hope 
shortly to see, from the experience so gained, some system of 
jurisdiction established in the Protectorate which will be the first 
step towards the civilization of the country. 


97 


98 


GsaMBta, 
1893. 


=m 


14 COLONIAL REPORTS.—ANNUAL. 


Peace amongst the natives existed everywhere on the banks of 
the River up as far as McCarthy’s Island, beyond which the 
Commissioners have not travelled, and it is not proposed to 
attempt to press any active jurisdiction further until the country 
nearer the coast is thoroughly got under control. 


16th April 1894, (Signed) R. B, Liewetyn. 
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COLONIAL REPORTS. 


The following, among other reports relating to Her Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions, have been issued, and may be obtained for a few 
pence from the sources indicated on the title page :— 


ANNUAL. 


No. Colony. Year, 


75 | Gibraltar - . ss . . -| 1892 
76 | Bahamas - : - 
77 | Leeward Islands’ - 

78 | Trinidad and Tobago - 


f £ Qe r ‘ 


79 | Malta - - - - os 
80 | Gambia - - - - £ 
81 | Straits Settlements - - - +6 
82 | Grenada - - - +. 
83 | Barbados - - ~ - - 
R4 | St. Vincent - - ma 
85 | Hong Kong - is 


86 St. Lucia - * 
87 Falkland Islands 
88 Gold Coast 


t ' 1 ‘ 1 1 ‘ 
4 1 ‘ ' ! ‘ 


> € OR SA et Sane eea a se ot #8 Pe 
— 
le 2) 
we) 
bd 


89 | Basutuland - 1899-93 
90 | Ceylon - - 

91 Zululand - 4 5 “ Z a 

92 Mauritius - - a nd 

93 Labuan - . a A fs es 

94 British Honduras - : = = a 

95 | Lagos - - - - : ay 

96 | Sierra Leone - - . 

97 Fiji _ Z . ' 


98 | Rodrigues - 
99 | St. Helena - - 


100 | British Bechuanaland  - - | 1892-93 
101 British Guiana - - 5 * 
102 | Newfoundland - ° 1892 
103 | Jamnica - - - | 1892-93 
104 | Victoria - 1892 
1893 


106 | Gambia_~ - 
107 | Hong Kong 


105 Bermuda - = 
108 St. Vincent 


MISCELLANEOUS. 
$$ eeeeeeeeeeSSSSSSSSSeSeeSSse 
No. Colony. Subject. 
a a ae I He 
1 | Gold Coast - - | Economic Agriculture. 
2 | Zululand - - - | Forests. 
3 | Sierra Leone’ - - | Geology and Botany. 


a a RN ar a IE OL ake ee 
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No. 109. bare bas 
GIBRALTAR. 
[For Report for 1892, see Colonial Report (Annual) No. 75.] 


Sir Ropert Brppu.Pg to the MarauEss oF RIPON. 


(Extract.) Gibraltar, June 21, 1894 
IT nave the honour to transmit, herewith, the Blue Book for 
1893, together with a report by the Colonial Secretary. 


The shipping returns, which have since 1890 shown great 
depression, indicate a slight revival in the past year. 


The chief cause of this revival is that a very large trade has 
sprung up of late years between Italy and the United States, 
and many of the vessels employed in it find it convenient to call 
at Gibraltar. In November 1891 the North German Lloyd’s 
began to run passenger steamers regularly between New York 
and Genoa, and in December 1892 the Hamburg American 
Company followed their example. The latter Company have also 
cargo boats which run between Naples and New York. 


These steamers bring a great number of passengers who land 
at Gibraltar, and, after staying two or three days, proceed on a 
tour through Europe, great facilities being now afforded for this 
by the railway which gives direct communication from Algeciras 
to all parts of Spain. Several new hotels have consequently 
been opened, and the passage of so many tourists has caused 
much money to circulate in the town. 


There are some details worth noting in connection with the 
shipping trade. The years 1887, 1888, and 1889 showed a very 
great increase in the number of vessels using this port. After 1889, 
there was a yearly falling off which touched a very low point in 
1892, in which year the total tonnage entered and cleared was 
very little more than it was in 1886, whilst that of British ships 
fell below the British tonnage of 1886. 
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The annual reports for the last three years have attributed 
this falling off tothe competition of other ports, potably Maita 
and Algiers, but I fear that we cannot comfort ourselves with the 
idea that anything lost by Gibraltar has been gained by another 
British port, because the tonnage entered and cleared at Malta 
has not shown any increase of late years, but, on the contrary, a 
depression no less significant than that of Gibraltar, whose shipping 
returns for each year since ‘1887 have shown a higher figure than 
those of Malta, although in former years it had been less. 


There can be little doubt that the missing ships have gone 
to Algiers, and the following table: showing the amounts of coal 
exported from Great Britain to Gibraltar and Algiers respectively 
during the last few years, appears to support this contention ;— 


—_— 1889. 1890. 1891. | 1892, 1893. 
Gibraltar (tons) - 551,019 501,012 409,174 312,608 312,866 
Algiers (tons) - 77,730 82,567 92,248 145,144 186,131 


Also a recent report from the British Consul-General at Algiers 
states that while in 1886 the number of British ships that called 
for coal was only 85, there were 263 in 1890, and 1,118 in 1893; 
and he adds that the number is increasing every day. 


This transfer of the shipping trade from Gibraltar to Algiers 
is said to be due to two causes :— 


(1.) To the geographical position of Algiers, which divides the 
distance better between Port Said and the United 
Kingdom ; 

(2.) To the fact that the charge for freight is the same, whilst 
the charges for insurance, demurrage, and coal are less 
at Algiers than at Gibraltar. 


The first-named cause is beyond our power to remedy, but 
the second may be remedied by offering facilities for ships calling 
at Gibraltar, facilities which are demanded in the interests of our 
Country, and without which Gibraltar threatens to become of yearly 
diminishing value to Great Britain. 


The vast importance of Gibraltar to the shipping trade of 
the United Kingdom is perhaps hardly known sufficiently, but it 
may be judged to some extent by the amount of tonnage entered 
and cleared. In 1889, when the tonnage reached its highest 
mark, it exhibited a larger figure than that of any British 
Colony during that year. In 1892, when it had diminished by 
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nearly one-third, it was only surpassed by Hong Kong, Canada, Grnrarrax. 


and Singapore. 


From these facts it is possible to- judge how important it is 
to British shipping that Gibraltar should be an efficient coaling 
station ; and the more so when it is remembered that the trade of 
the port itself is. insignificant, The large figures mentioned above, 
indicate the number of vesseis which call either for coal or orders, 
or with passengers, and attest the value of the geographical 
position of Gibraltar. It is this remarkable geographical position 
alone which has given it its great value in spite of the somewhat 
meagre facilities it affords in comparison with other ports. 


A matter of perhaps minor importance to the public of the 
United Kingdom, but nevertheless of considerable weight to those 
who have to administer this Government, lies in the fact that 
about one-fourth of the revenue is derived from port and harbour 
dues. 


The revenue of Gibraltar does, in fact, rise and fall with 
the amount of shipping that calls here. In the year 1889, when 
Gibraltar occupied so prominent a position in the shipping returns 
of our Colonial Empire, the revenue of Gibraltar touched its 
highest point. As the shipping returns fell in succeeding years, 
so did the revenue with the regularity of a barometer, and the 
small revival of 1893 has been accompanied by a corresponding 
rise in the revenue. 


A more serious matter, however, and one which gravely 
thireatens our revenue, is the continual and increasing depreciation 
of the currency. This depreciation acts adversely with regard to 
all property and sensibly affects the public exchequer. 


The value of the currency, measured by a gold standard, 
has been diminishing since 1888, in which year there was a 
premium of 5d. on the sovereign, the par value of which, in gold, 
is 25°22 pesetas. In 1891 the exchange value of a sovereign rose 
to 29 pesetas, and in 1892 to over 30, whilst in 1893 it touched 
31:37. In other words, the premium on the sovereign, which was 
5d. in 1888, was nearly 5s, in 1893. 


Report on the BuuE Boox for the Year 1893. 


FINANCE. 
Revenue. 


The public revenue for the year amounted to Ptas. 1,522,980, 
an increase of Ptas, 104,595 over that for 1892; but, in the total 
revenue for 1893 is included a sum of Ptas.122,834, profits of 
the Savings Bank for the years 1889 to 1892, brought to account 
in 1893. 
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The principal items of increase were :— 


Ptas. 

Port Dues - - - - - 14,934 
Licences’ - ~ - - - 2,820 
Post Office Receipts - - 4,869 
Rents - - - ~ - 8,697 
Special Receipts  - - - - 99,146 

Ptas, 130,466 

and the decreases were as follows :— 

Customs’ - - - - ~ nue 
Fees, &c. - - - - - 1,807 
Interest - - - - 10,284 
Miscellaneous - - . - 6,608 


Ptas. 25,871 


The decrease in interest was due to the sale of investments, 
the amvuunt so realized being reinvested in loca) property, and 
the decrease of interest is thus partly balanced by the increase in 
rents. 


Expenditure. 


The gross expenditure for 1893 amounted to Ptas. 1,460,148, 
showing a decrease of Ptas. 344,459 over 1892. Inthe expenditure 
of the latter year, however, is included Ptas. 230,800, the purchase 
money of the New Mole Parade property, and, therefore, merely 
a change of investment. Taking out this special charge, the net 
decrease for 1893 would be Ptas. 113,639, obtained chiefly from 
the following heads :— 


Ptas. 
1. Salary of Governor - - - 16,985 
2. Port Department - - - 11,598 
3. Post Office - - - - 10,450 
4, Public Works Extraordinary - - ~ 71,056 


the saving in the first item being due to lapse of a portion of the 
Governor’s salary between the death of His Excellency General 
Sir Lothian Nicholson in June, and arrival of His Excellency 
General Sir R. Biddulph in October. 


Assets and Inabilities. 


The balance of Assets over Liabilities amounted in December 
1893 to Ptas, 254,541,as compared with a balance in 1892 of 
Ptas. 202,057, a satisfactory improvement in the financial position 
of the Colony, due to close economy in all the departments, and 
the curtailment of all but unavoidable expenditure. 
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Shipping. 


Vessels entered and cleared. 


Vessels. Tonnage. Crews. 

1892, 1893. 1892, 18938, 1892, 1898. 
British steam ships 6,033 6,167 6,731,068 7,058,687 200,660 198,255 
» sailing ships 374 400 $6,897 80,780 2,107 2,223 
Total British - 6,407 6,567 6,767,965 7,089,467 202,767 200,478 
Foreign steamships 2,397 2,642 1,902,380 2,077,109 74,019 83,6387 
» sailing ships 1,007 1,046 82,880 81,443 6,634 6,468 
Total Foreign . 8,404 8,688 1,985,210 2,158,552 80,653 | 90,105 
Total Vessels - 9,811 10,255 8,758,175 9,248,019 288,420 | 290,583 
a eran SE ST) [i dese eee 

Increase in 1893 - 444 494,944 7,163 


These figures show a small increase on those of 1892, due 
partly to some slight improvement in the shipping trade generally, 
but chiefly to the increased number of steamers calling here on 
the voyage to and from New York. 


Exchange. 


The highest rate of exchange in 1893 was Ptas, 31:37 to 
the pound sterling, and the lowest Ptas. 29°00, the quarterly 
Government. rates being as follows :— 


Ptas. 
March quarter - - - - 29°13 
June quarter - - ~ - 29°59 
September quarter = - - - - 29°20 
December quarter ~ - - - 30°53 


This continued and increasing depreciation of the currency is 
sorely felt in a place which produces nothing, but where supplies 
of every description, except fresh provisions, have to be imported 
from England, and paid for in sterling. Even the cost of the 
Jocal supplies is increased, as the advanced price of all imported 
goods forces the suppliers of fresh provisions to raise their prices, 
so as to obtain a somewhat less unequal value for their wares. 
Unfortunately, the financial state of the country whose currency 
has been made the legal tender here leaves little hope of 
improvement in a condition of affairs over which the Calony has 
no control whatever. 
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Laws, 


One Order in Council and four Ordinances were put in force 
during the year, viz. :— 

An Order in Council applying the provisions of the “ Colonial 
Probates Act, 1890, ” to Gibraltar. 

An Ordinance to amend the “Sanitary Order Amendment 
Order, Gibraltar, 1891.” 

An Ordinance to amend the “Ordinance to make certain 
Offences punishable on Summary Conviction, Gibraltar, 1885.” 

An Ordinance to amend the “ Unrepresented Estates Ordinance, 
Gibraltar, 1889.” 

An Ordinance to legalise the registration in the Supreme Court 
of Gibraltar, of a certain Deed of Conveyance dated 14th 
February, 1889. 


Establishment. 


General Sir L. Nicholson, R.E., K.C.B, died on the 27th 
June, and General Sir Robert Biddulph, R.A., G.C.M.G., 
C.B., was appointed Governor in August, but did not take up 
the appointment until the 10th of October, and during the 
interval the Government was administered by Major-General 
G. J. Smart, R.A. 


Population. 
The total estimated population was as follows :— 

. rane Civil - - - 19,100 
City and Territory { Siititary : : - 5,896 
Port and Harbour - - - 759 

Total - - . - 25,755 


Divided as under :— 


oe | Males | Females 
Civil - - * ~ - - | 9,362 10,497 
Military _—- > . - 5,226 670 


The general death-rate, as calculated by the health officer, for 
the civil population only, was 17°74 per 1,000, the lowest on 
record since death registration was made compulsory in 1869. 

The excess of births over deaths among the civil population was 
139, but this does not show the actual increase in the population, 
which is probably about stationary, as there is much emigration 
and nut little immigration. 
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exceptional conditions tend to greatly lower the death-rate, which 
in 1893 was 6°88 per 1,000 of military only. 


Education. 


The only schools of which any returns are furnished to the 
Government are those receiving State aid, and the returns are, 
therefore, not of much value for general educational statistics, as 
vere are large private schools attended by some hundreds of 
pupils. 

The State-aided schools are the following :— 


School. Gino at. Grant in aid. 

Ptas. 
Roman Catholic Poor School - - 1,217 28,906 
Wesleyan Day School - - - 188 1,872 
Wesleyan Night School - - - 78 515 
Public School ~ - - - 244 4,123 
Infant and Industrial School - - 8138 3,602 
Hebrew Poor School = " - 105 830 


Criminal Statistics. 


The number of summary convictions before the Police Magis- 
trate in 1893 was 735, or 67 more than in 1892. In addition, 
there were 367 persons brought before the Magistrate and dis- 
charged with a caution. 116 persons were discharged for want 
of prosecution, or 44 more than in 1892, and 77 cases were 
dismissed on the merits, or one less than in 1892, The majority 
of these cases were for minor offences. 

Only 16 persons were committed for trial in the Supreme 
Court, including one case for murder, transferred from the 
Consular Court of Morocco, in which, however, the Bill was 
thrown out by the Grand Jury. 


Meteorological, 


Longitude of station, 5° 20’ 53’” W. 
Latitude of station, 36° 6’ 20” N. 
Height above mean sea level, 50 feet. 
Mean pressure, 30°007. 

Mean air temperature, 66°2°. 
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Mean maximum, 71°7°. 
Mean minimum, 59°9°. 
Absolute maximum, 90° on 15th August. 
Absolute minimum, 41° on 16th January. 
Total rainfall, 26°26 inches. 

The year was an exceptionally dry one 


General. 


The gaol, asylum, and hospital returns call for no special 
remarks, as all these institutions were well and economically 
administered. A high standard of efficiency was maintained in the 
hospital, and the confidence felt in the treatment there was 
evidenced by the increasing number of out-patients who availed 
themselves of it, among whom are numbered many Spanish subjects 
from Linea and the surrounding country, who take the journey 
intu Gibraltar to seek relief, in preference to availing themselves 
of the local hospitals. 

No public works of any importance were carried out during the 
year, the recurrent and extraordinary repairs being effected at a 
cost of Ptas. 52,752 and Ptas. 43,142, respectively. 

The Board of Sanitary Commissioners was reconstituted in 
March under the Sanitary Amendment Ordinance, 1893, and in 
November two of the Commissioners were deputed to represent 
the Board on the Inter-Departmental Committee appointed in 
London to consider the best method of drainage for Gibraltar. 
The Committee recommended a Southern Outfall at Europa 
Point, which will, it is hoped, still further improve the sanitary 
condition of Gibraltar, which the efforts of the Board have already 
done so much to advance in recent years, 

(Signed) H. M. Jackson, 
Colonial Secretary. 
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‘The following among other Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial 
Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained for a few pence from 
the sources indicated on the title page :— 


ANNUAL. 
No. Colony. Year. 
71 Bermuda - - - - - - 1892 
72 Fiji = “ - - - ” 1891 
73 | British Honduras - - - - - a 
74. Turks and Caicos Islands - = - - 1892 
75 Gibraltare - - “ « "es Pe os 
76 Bahamas - & . s ~ : x 
cyt Leeward Islands - . ‘ - a = 
78 | Trinidad and Tobag - - - a ere 
79 Malta < - « : = ms ce 
&0 Gambia - = s Fa " = = 
81 Straits Settlements . « : « e 
82 Grenada - - - - os 
83 Barbados - - “ - a me 
84. St. Vincent - - - = ms 
85 | Hong Kong - - - - - 7 
86 St. Lucia - - - 3 ° é _ 
87 Falkland Islands - - < = * 
88 Gold Coast - - = = as 
89 Basutoland - - - - - | 1892-93 
90 Ceylon ~ - i - A 1892 
91 Zululand - - - e : ” rs 
92 Mauritius - - - ~ S a 4 
93 Labuan - - E w - - fa 
94 British Honduras - ~ ° - Ps aa 
95 | Lagos - - - - - . os 
96 Sierra Leone - - - . A) os 
97 Fiji - - - é bs 
98 | Rodrigues - - - » “ = =z 
99 St. Helena - - - “ x - a 
100 British Bechuanalan - = : - | 1892-93 
101 | British Guiana - ~ - - m - 
102 Newfoundland - - . - 3 1892 
103 Jamaica - - - - - - | 1892-93 
104 Victoria - ~ - - ie < 1892 
105 Bermuda - - - - < - 1893 
106 Gambia - e - 3 . x es 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
No. Colony. Subject. 
1 Gold Coast - - - | Economic Agriculture. 
2 Zululand - ° - | Forests. 


3 Sierra Leone - - | Geology and Botany. 
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No. 107. 
HONG KONG. 


[For Report for 1892 see Colonial Report (Annual) No. 85.] 


Acting Governor O'BRIEN to the Marqusss or Ripon. 


Government House, Hong Kong, 
My Lorp MARQUESS, April 24, 1894, 
I wave the honour to transmit, for your Lordship’s 
information, the Blue Book for 1893, with the following remarks 


thereon :— 


Revenue. 


The revenue for the year amounted to $2,078,135.26, a decrease 
of $158,798.11 as compared with 1892, which may generally be 
accounted for as follows :— 


Assessed Taxes.—Decrease $63,928.72. Of this, $50,000 is 
explained by the exceptional activity displayed by the 
Treasury in the collection of arrears in 1892. 


Opium Monopoly.—Decrease $67,100. The Farm, which had 
been let from March 1889 to March 1892, brought in in 
January and February 1892 $35,800 per mensem, while the 
new Farm let from the lst March, 1892, only yields $28,400 
per mensem. Again, $50,000 of the receipts in 1892 really 
represented revenue of 1891, the farmer having been 


allowed to hold over payment of that sum. 


Stamps.— Decrease $9,366.64 is owing to the decrease in share 
transactions, mortgages, &c., and to the fact that postage 
stamps are now more largely used than previously for 


certain revenue purposes. 


Other Miscellaneous Receipts—Decrease $23,112.63. In 1892 
the sale of the Lazaretto on Stonecutters’ Island to the 
Military Authorities brought in a sum of $20,000 under this 
head. 
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The decrease of $58,857.76 under Land Sales is owing to the 
fact that one exceptionally large sale took place in 1892, while 
the decrease of $7,956.94 under Water Account is due to the same 
reason as that under Assessed Taxes. 

Against these decreases there are to be set off various increases, 
of which the more important are:—Postage $9,897.74, and 
leased lands $20,982.66. The increase in the latter case is largely 
due to the cessation of the systematic defalcations by Alves, late 
clerk in the Treasury. 

An increased number of subsidiary coins were disposed of, giving 
an increase of revenue under this sub-head of over $10,000, an 
exceptionally large amount having been got rid of towards the 
close of the year. 


Expenditure. 


The expenditure of the year, including that on Public Works 
Extraordinary, amounted to $2,258,839.52, a decrease of 
$83,997.74 as compared with the previous year ; of the former 
sum $338,315.96 was charged to the new loan in respect of the 
works for which it was raised. The causes of the decrease are 
generally as follows :—- 

In December 1892 salaries and other charges, properly payable 
from the votes for the year, but in former years paid out of the 
votes for the following year, were disbursed, involving an extra 
expenditure of $78,190, and the total amount spent on Public 
Works Extraordinary in 1893 was only $355,144'95 as compared 
with $460,362.77 in 1892. 

Against these decreases there are to be set off increases under 
the heads “ Pensions, Loan, and Military Contribution” in 
consequence of the fall in the rate of exchange and, in the case of 
the loan charges, in consequence also of a new loan having been 
raised last year. j 

The increase and decrease under Public Works Recurrent and 
Miscellaneous Services, respectively, are due to the transference 
of certain items from the latter head to the former. 


Assets and Liabilities. 


The balance of assets over liabilities on the 3lst December 
amounted to $1,489,023.54, including the unspent balance of the 
last loan. 


Public Debt. 


The debt has been increased from £200,000 to £400,000 by 
the raising of a further loan of £200,000 under Ordinance 2 of 
1893, for the carrying out of the Extraordinary Public Works 
mentioned in the schedule thereto, 
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The Sinking Fund of the original loan has increased during the Hoxe Kona. 


year from £42,758 to£51,768. Contributions to tae Sinking Fund 
of the new debt do not commence till April 1896. 


Legislation. 


The following Ordinances were passed during the year :— 

No. 1.—An Ordinance to declare the terms and conditions 
applicable to loans authorised to be raised by the 
Government of Hong Kong and to provide for the 
creation of Inscribed Stock. 

No. 2.—An Ordinance for raising the sum of £200,000 by 
loan for the purpose of defraying the cost of 
certain Public Works. 

No. 3.—An Ordinance to amend “ The Marriage Ordinance, 
1875.” 

No. 4.--An Ordinance to amend “ The Medical Registration 
Ordinance 1884.” 


No. 5.—An Ordinance to amend “The Hong Kong Code 
of Civil Procedure.” 


No. 6.—An Ordinance to provide for the establishment of a 
volunteer force and to empower the Governor to 
raise a special force of Coast Defence Volunteers 
in the event of anticipated war. 


No. 7.—An Ordinance to provide means for ascertaining 
the amounts to be paid by way of compensation in 
respect of the wharves and piers along the line of 
the Praya Reclamation, to fix the periods for the 
payment thereof and for other purposes in 
connexion therewith. 


No. 8 -—An Ordinance for the Naturalization of Meyer 
Fredericks. 


No. 9.—An Ordinance to make provision for regulating the 
keeping of dogs and for the prevention of the 
importation and spread of rabies. 


No. 10.—An Ordinance for the establishment and incor- 
poration of the Chinese Society for the preven- 
tion of kidnapping and for the protection of women 
and children commonly known as “The PS 


Léung Kuk.” 


No. 11.—An Ordinance for the Incorporation of the 
trustees of the Hong Kong and South China 
Masonic Benevolence Fund. 

No. 12.—An Ordinance concerning statutory declarations. 

No, 13.—An Ordinance for the suppression of the pernicious 
practice of injecting preparations of morphine by 
unqualified persons. 
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pee oa No. 14.—An Ordinance to apply a sum not exceeding twn 
sh ta millions three hundred and forty-seven thousand, 
four hundred and eighty-one dollars to the public 

srevice of the year 1894. 

No. 15.—An Ordinance to authorise the appropriation of a 
supplementary sum of two hundred and thirty-five 
thousand one hundred and eleven dollars and 
ninety-three cents to defray the charges of the 
year 1892. 

No. 1 was passed for the purpose of enabling the Colony to 
raise any future loans that might be thought desirable, by Inscribed 
Stock, and to convert into such stock the existing loan which was 
raised by debentures. 

No. 6 puts the Volunteer establishment on a more satisfactory 
footing, and enables the Government to raise a special force in 
the event of anticipated war. 

No. 9 provides for the registration of dogs and. dealing with 
them in cases of rabies. 

No. 10 was passed to give a better status to the P6 Léung 
Kuk, a Chinese Society, which is of the greatest assistance to the 
Registrar General in dealing with cases arising under the Women 
and Girls’ Proteetion Ordinance of 1890. 


Councils, 


Mr. A. M. Thomson was appointed on the 9th June and Mr. » 
E. Bowdler on the 9th November to seats on both Councils 
during the absence from the Colony of Mr. Lockhart, Registrar 
General, and Mr. Cooper, Director of Public Works, respectively. 


Establishments. 


Mr. f. H. May was appointed to be Captain Superintendent 
of Police in room of Major-General Gordon, deceased. 


Pensions. 


The amount paid in respect of pensions was $86,706.79 as 


compared with $67,086.54 in 1892. 
The list was reduced during the latter half of the year by the 


death of Sir James Russell, whose pension amounted to $6,000 
per annum, and increased by pensions granted as follows :— 


J. A. Carvalho - ~ - - 2,368.00 
J. M. A. Silva - - - - 2,528.00 
M. Gutierrez - - - ~ 125820 


Sir Cecil C. Smith - - 5 L Terese 
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together with some smaller amounts granted to others, including HOR Kone. 


police officers. 
The increase in the total is also due in a great extent to the fall 
in exchange. 


Population. 


The births registered during the year numbered 1,801, and the 
deaths 5,422, being at the rate of 7°54 and 22°71 per 1,000 
respectively. The acting Registrar General estimated the popu- 
lation at the end of the ycar at 238,724. Of these the British 
and foreign community number 10,686, while the Chinese 
amount to 228,038. 

There were 84 marriages in 1893, excluding marriages 
according to Chinese customs. 


Education. 


The number of Government schools decreased from 35 tu 24, 
while the number of schools aided by Government grants increased 
from 87 to 938. 

The policy of the Government is to encourage the extension of 
the establishment of grant-in-aid schools, to take the place of 
such of the Government schools as are unable to command more 
than a week average attendance of scholars, as it is found that 
more satisfactory results are obtainable in the former than in the 
latter class of schools. 

There were 2,356 scholars on the roll of Government schools 
and 6,250 on that of the grant-in-aid schools, 

The total number of scholars, 8,606, is an increase of 329 
scholars over the number for 1892. 


The new Central School for Girls, built at the expense of. the 
Honourable E. R. Belilios, C.M.G., was completed and handed 
over to Government in December last year. The number of girls 
on the roll was only 128, as compared with 139 in the preceding 

ear; but since the opening of the new building the provision of 
lanier accommodation has already resulted in a material increase 
to the number of scholars, 


Besides the schools above referred to, there are over 100 in 
existence which are not under the supervision of the Education 
Department. ‘The total cost of education for the year amounted 
to $78,213.59, of which Victoria (now Queen’s) College is re- 
sponsible for $34,426.42, with an average attendance of 683, being 
at the rate, after deduction of fees recovered, of about $32.30 per 
head. 

Efforts are still being maintained to increase the attendance at 
the various schools, and the physical training of the scholars at 
certain of the town schools is being atteeded to with success. 
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Shipping 

In 1893. the total number of vessels arrived at ports in the 
Colony was 32,983, with a tonnage of 7,177,025 tons, of which 
sits were steamers, 93 sailing vessels, and 28,612 Chinese 
junks, 

The total tonnage entered and cleared amounted to 14,349,122, 
an increase of 196,273 over the figures for 1892. 

Of the vessels of European construction or design that entered 
and cleared Jast year 6,128, with a tonnage of 7,732,195 were 
British, while the corresponding figures for Foreign shipping were 
2,630 and 2,803,664. 

British shipping thus represents over 69 per cent. of the 
number, and over 73 per cent of the tonnage, of all vessels of 
European construction 

The Foreign Junk trade shows an increase of 295,931 tons, while 
the local Junk trade decreased by 341,365 tons, due to the 
temporary cessation of work on the Praya Reclamation. 

The total number of Junks entered and cleared was 57,083, 
with a tonnage of 3,813,263 tons. 

Emigration greatly revived during the year, the number of 
emigrants being 82,336, an increase of 30,193 over 1892. During 
the same period 108,644 Chinese passengers returned from 
various places to which they had emigrated. 

An idea of the importance of Hong Kong as a trading centre 
may be gathered from the fact that the total arrivals of passengers 
during 1893 amounted to no less than 1,152,810, while during the 
same time the departures, including emigrants, were 1,130,744. 

An attempt was made by the Harbour Master to obtain 
statistics of the trade of the Colony, but as there are no customs 
duties the figures are probably a good deal below the mark. 

The ascertained amount of cargo carried by the 65,841 vessels 
entered aud cleared was as follows :— 


Discharged - - > - 3,343,602 tons. 

Shipped - - - - 2,472,549 ,, 

In transit “ - - - 1,335,264 ,, 
Gaols, §c. 


The returns from the gaol show a further satisfactory decrease 


in the number of prisoners. 
The number of committals in the last two years respectively 


was as follows :— 


— 1893. 1892. 

For debt * ” - - - 50 45 
For safe custody or want of security - 234 802 
For penal offences - - - - 3,726 4,699 
Total - > - - 4,010 5,046 


LLL 
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Of the above total for 1893 there were 3,777 men, 138 women, Hone Kong. 


and 95 juveniles under 16 years of age, and the number of penal 
offenders may be further classified as follows :— 


First conviction - - - - 2,970 
Second , - - “ - - 378 
Third isis ~ - - - 160 
Fourth (or more) conviction = - - - 218 

Total - - 3,726 


The cost of the gaol amounted to $54,748.84, and the average 
daily number of prisoners confined during the year was 458. 

After deducting from the cost mentioned the profit on earnings 
by industrial labour, which amounted to $2,726.76, it appears that 
the average cost of each prisoner was slightly over 31 cents per 
diem, as compared with 28 cents in 1892. 

The extension tothe gaol, which is intended to facilitate the 
introduction of the system of separate confinement, was commenced 
towards the end of the year. 

Of serious crimes committed in the Colony there were three 
cases of murder, in one of which the culprit was executed ; in the 
second case the murderer escaped t» China; and in the third one 
of the men engaged was sentenced to 18 years’ imprisonment 
for manslaughter. There were also 19 cases of robbery with 
violence, but the statistics on the whole show a decrease of over 
8 per cent. in serious crimes reported to the police. 


Hospitals. 


During the year 1,999 cases were treated in the Civil Hospital 
Lunatic Asylums, and Women’s Hospital, &c. Of these, 1,835 
were treated in the Civil Hospital, of whom 67 died, amounting to 
37 per cent. In the Lunatic Asylums 40 cases were treated, 
of which 5 died, and 19 were cured or relieved, and in the 
Women’s Hospital there were 63 cases, of whom none died and 60 
were cured. 

In the Small-pox Hospitals 61 cases resulted in the death of 
8 and the cure of 49 persons during the year. 


Public Works. 


No extraordinary Public Work was completed in 1893, but 
considerable progress was made with the New Central Market, 
Slaughter House, Sheep and Pig Depdts, Sewerage of Victoria, 
and the Water Supply in Kowloon. 

As regards the Praya Reclamation, in the early part of the year 
a proposal was made by certain of the marine lot holders that the 
undertaking in regard to sections on which work had not been 
commenced should be temporarily postponed. It was ultimately 
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decided to carry on the work, but the delay pending decision 
on the proposal prejudicially affected the amount of work executed. 

The total sum spent on Public Works Extraordinary during 
1893 amounted to $355,144.95, of which $338,315.96 ci been 
charged against the new loan. 


Afforestation. 


This work is progressing as usual, 287,905 trees having been 
planted during the year. 

There were unfortunately no fewer than 21 grass fires, destroying 
4,000 trees, and, besides, the appearance of a caterpillar scourge 
was destructive to several thousands more. 

The sum realised by sale of trees and plants, etc. from thé 
gardens amounted to $1,310. 


General Remarks. 


The condition of the Colony is prosperous taken as a whole, 
but the heavy fall in exchange has seriously affected the public 
expenditure. The issue of the new loan gave considerable relief, 
enabling the more important public works to be proceeded with ; 
but as a large proportion of the charges on the Colony have to be 
met by gold payments, it may prove necessary, in view of the 
enormous depreciation of silver, to devise methods of raising 
additional revenue. 

The Government has been fully alive to the need of 
retrenchment as far as possible, consistently with the efficiency of 
the public service, and a Commission has been appointed to enquire 
into and report on the expenditure of the Colony with a view to 
the recommendation of such reduction as may be found feasible. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) G. T. M. O’Brigy, 
Officer Administering the Government, 
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No. 1038. 


JAMAICA. 


ANNUAL REPORT FOR 1892-3, 


(For Report for 1891-92 see Colonial Report [Annual] Ne. 65.) 


Presented to both Mouses of Parliament by Command of er Majesty. 
March 1894. 


LONDON: 
PRINTED FOR HER MAJESTY’S STATIONERY OFFICE, 


BY EYRE AND SPOTTISWOODE, 
PRINTERS TO THE QUEEN’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY. 


And to be purchased, either directly or through any Bookseller, from 
EYRE anp SPOTTISWOODE, East HARDING STREET, FLEET STREET, E.C., and 
32, ABINGDON STREET, WESTMINSTER, S.W.; or 


JOHN MENZIES & Co., 12, HANOVER STREET, EDINBURGH, and 
90, West NILE STREET, GLASGOW ; or 


HODGES, FIGGIS, & Co., LimITED, 104, GRAFTON STREET, DUBLIN. 


1894. 
[C.—7319,-1.] 
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The following, among other, Reports relating to Her Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions have been issued and may be obtained for a few 
pence from the sources indicated on the title-page :— 


ANNUAL. 
No. Colony. Year. 
65 | Jamaica - : A = is - |} 1891-92 
66 | Trinidad and Tobag - - - -| 1891 
67 Newfoundland ° a 7 . = Aa 
68 | British New Guinea - - 3 - | 1891-92 
69 | Victoria - < - - = wilh 1891 
70 | Rodrigues - - - - - . f 
71 | Bermuda - - . - = - | 1892 
7 Fiji - - - - - - 1891 
73 | British Honduras - te “ r 7 
74 | Turks and Caicos Islands - : - - 1892 
75 | Gibraltar - - . - « - J 
76 | Bahamas - - " - a i 
77 | Leeward Islands - - 3 a : ‘ 
78 | Trinidad and Tobago - - - - 
79 | Malta « * ie . = . . 
80 | Gambia - - = - a ° ir 
81 Straits Settlements a‘ - . ¥ 7 
82 Grenada - - 2 “ - ™ - 
83 Barbados - ~ - " fi fa 
84 St. Vincent - - : . = . fe 
85 | Hong Kong - - - - - es 
86 St. Lucia - : ‘ Ps ~ ws _ 
87 Falkland Islands - - - . = BA 
88 Gold Coast - = . - : é a 
86 | Basutoland - - . - - - | 1892-93 
90 | Ceylon - - - - - - 1892 
9] Zululand - - - - . a e 
92 Mauritius - - - - - - m 
93 Labuan - - 2 = . - ‘. 
94 British Honduras - - - ; "I * 
95 | Lagos - - - - e “= z 
96 Sierra Leone - - - ~ . a 
97 Fiji . . - - . 55 
98 | Rodrigues - - - - - : a‘ 
99 St. Helena - - S et « * = 
100 | British Bechuanaland - = “ - | 1892-93 
101 British Guiana - - “= - a % 
102 | Newfoundland - - ; - - | 1892 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
No. Colony. Subject. 
1 Gold Coast - - | Economic Agriculture. 
2 Zululand - - - | Forests. 
B 


| Sierra Leone - - | Geology. 
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No. 108. 
JAMAICA, 


(For Report for 1891-92 see Colonial Report [Annual] No. 65.) 


Sir H. A. BLAKE to the Marquess OF RIPon. 


King’s House, Jamaica, 
My Lorp, December 23, 1893. 

I wAveE the honour to forward to your Lordship the 
accompanying Report on the Blue Book of this Colony for the 
year which ended on the 3lst March last. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) Henry A. Buakeg, 
Governor. 


REPORT ON THE JAMAICA BLUE Book For 1892-93. 
Legislation. 


During the Session of 1893 the Legislative Council passed 40 
laws, of which the following are the most important :— 


Law 2 of 1893—“ A Law to amend a Law entitled a Law to 
provide a sound and uniform system for the giving of security by 
Officers of the Crown.” Law 45 of 1872 provided that every 
person in the employment of the Government who was required 
to give pecuniary security might do so by personal bond, and the 
guarantee of any public company or association accustomed, as 
part of their regular business, to guarantee the fidelity of any 
person, which company or association was generally approved by 
the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury. That 
provision, however, became inoperative by reason of the Lords 
Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury refusing to continue 
the practice of approving any company or association for the pur- 
pose, and it became necessary to enact this law, under which 
certain societies may be approved of by the Governor in Privy 
Council. 
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Law 3 of 1893—* A Law to empower inspectors of the poor to 
oppose the making of certain Orders charging Parochial Funds.” 
The office of inspector of the poor in a parish was created by 
Law 6 of 1886. It is the duty of this officer, under the parochial 
board, and subject to the control of the board of supervision, to 
protect the paupers on the one hand, and the parochial board on the 
other. In the matter of sending waifs and strays to the industrial 
school, or lunatics found at large and in destitute circumstances to 
the asylum, the parochial board, though chargeable with the 
maintenance of the children or the lunatics, had no locus standi 
before the magistrate or any means of protecting the funds of 
which they are the legal custodians and administrators. This law 
entitles the inspector of the poor of any parish to have notice 
given to him that a case is coming on, the possible result of which 
may be to impose a serious charge on the pauper fund of the 
parish, and to accord to him a locus standi to appear in protection 
of that fund. 


Law 4 of 1893— The Attorneys Admission Law, 1869 
Amendment Law 1893.” Under this law no solicitor of less than 
seven years’ standing is permitted to take articled clerks. 


Law 5 of 1893—* The Sureties of the Peace Law, 1893,”— 
was introduced by a private member, and is taken from the Summary 
Jurisdiction Act, 1879 (42 & 43 Vict. c. 49). 


Law 6 of 1893—* A law to authorize a Loan for the construc- 
tion of certain Public Buildings.’—This law provides for the 
erection of new prisons at Port Antonio and Montego Bay, for a 
new lunatic asylum, and for the enlargemeut of the Kingston 
Public Hospital at a cost of 100,000/. 


Law 7 of 1893—‘“ A Law to amend a Law entitled, a Law for 
regulating Hawking and Peddling.” ‘Law 41 of 1867 made the 
municipal (now the parochial) boards the licensing authority and 
the license extended solely within the limits of the parish in which 
it was issued. The present law empowers the collector of taxes, 
or the assistant collector, to issue licenses “on production of a 
certificate, signed by the inspector of police, to the effect that the 
applicant is a proper person to be licensed. It also enables the 
hawker to carry on his business beyond the limits of the parish in 
which it is granted. 


Law 10 of 1893--—** The Telephone Law 1893 ”— which gives 
facilities for the establishment of telephonic communication in 
various districts of the Islands, under licenses to be granted by 
the Governor in Privy Council, with proper restrictions to provide 
for the safety of the public. Provision is also made for the 
supply of telephonic facilities by the Postmaster for Jamaica on 
arrangements for payment. 

Law 11 of 1893 provides for the payment of taxes in half-yearly 
moieties, thus affording great convenience and relief to the poorer 
classes of taxpayers. 
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Law 12 of 1893 has for its object the more speedy acquisition 
of lands for the railway track. 

Law 13 of 1893 exempts certain articles imported for Foreign 
Consulates from payment of Customs Duty, provided that the 
similar concession is allowed to British Consulates in that country. 


Law 14 of 1893 repeals the Mountain and River Reserves 
Laws of 1889 and 1892, which it was found would entail very 
great expense if strictly carried out, from which not much may be 
derived. 

law 20 of 1893 empowers the Governor to raise a special force 
of coast defence volunteers for service in connection with submarine 
mines or the management of steamers, &c., which may be required 
for the purpose of the defence of the Island. 


Law 23 of 1893—“ The Hotels Law, 1893.” This Law 
empowers the Governor to enter into a contract with 
Mr. A. W. Farquharson to carry into effect a scheme for the 
purpose of acquiring, on behalf of a company, the interest of the 
Government and of the American Hotels Company and the 
Kingston Hotels Company in the Constant Spring Hotel and the 
Myrtle Bank Hotel. ‘The issue by the latter Company of further 
debentures to the extent of 1,900/, to meet certain expenses of 
construction is also authorized. 

Law 26 of 1893——“ The Public Tanks Law, 1893,” authorizes 
the construction of tanks in certain parishes of the Island, if the 
funds raised under Law 17 of 1890 for the re-construction of 
parochial roads are in excess of the amounts required for that 
purpose, 

Law 30 of 1893 provides for payment of any expenses attendant 
on the holding of the Jamaica Exhibition which may not be 
recovered from the amounts paid by the guarantors. 

Law 31 of 1893 enables the Mayor and Council of Kingston 
to take over, in certain cases, streets and roads which have been 
laid out and left for, and dedicated to, the use of the public, and to 
make and complete such streets and roads by means of advances 
from the Treasury, to be repaid by instalments from their regular 
road revenues. 

Law 32 of 1893—*“ The Bills of Exchange Law, 1893,” is an 
adaptation of the Bills of Exchange Act (45 & 46 Vict. c. 61), 

Law 34 of 1893—‘ The School Tax Law, 1893” substitutes a 
rating which was considered more equitable than that imposed by 
the Law of 1892, especially in regard to the higher classes of 
houses. 

Law 36 of 1893 provides for the establishment of certain public 
holidays in the Island. The operation of the law is limited to 
two years. 

Law 37 of 1893—“ The Cayman Islands Government Law, 
1893.” This law is the outcome of a visit paid by me to the 
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Cayman Island in 1892, and of a report made on the laws of 
those Islands by Mr. Brandford Griffith, Resident Magistrate, who 
accompanied me. 

Since the passing of the Imperial Act relating to the Cayman 
Islands (26 & 27 Vict. c. 31), great slackness had prevailed in 
the conduct of legislation, and the justices and vestry passed laws 
and acts which were assented to by successive Governors, but 
which were in excess of the powers conferred by the Act. A most 
important law, 3 of 1889, for regulating the courts of the Islands 
was recently held void as ultra vires by the Supreme Court of 
Jamaica. 

As the laws, though made without legal authority, appeared to 
be judicious and suitable to the circumstances of the Islands, it was 
thought best to enumerate them and to declare them valid. 

The Governor is also authorized by this law to appoint a person 
qualified as a Resident Magistrate in Jamaica to be Judge of the 
Grand Court, to visit the Islands twice a year. 


Law 38 of 1893 consolidates the several laws relating to qua- 
rantine with some minor additions which experience has shown to 
be desirable for the more efficient carrying out of quarantine 
arrangements. 


Law 39 of 1893—“The Franchise Regulation Law, 1893.” 
This law is a return to the provisions of Law 9 of 1886, and of 
Her Majesty’s Order in Council. 

The right of a person now on the register to have his name re- 
tained is saved; but for the future no fresh voter shall be able to 
vote unless he can, with his own hand, subscribe his name to @ notice 
of claim to be registered, and write the date thereon. It was 
Law 22 of 1886 that first departed trom the rule laid down in the 
Order in Council that at least this small modicum of education 
should be required. 


Law 40 of 1893—“ The Elections Law, 1884, Amendment Law, 
1893.” This Law was passed in pursuance of a Resolution of the 
Legislative Council to the effect that the facilities afforded to 
illiterate voters did away with the secrecy of the ballot, and reduced 
secret voting toa mere sham. It was considered by the Council 
that a man, even if unable to read and write, who could not master 
the simple rules Jaid down in the Elections Law for recording his 
vote was hardly fit to be entrusted with the franchise. 


Finance. 


The year commenced with a surplus of 194,7331, and the revenue 
realized was 559,163/., making together a sum of 753,896. The 
expenditure, including 32,905. for Sinking Funds, and 50,2001. 
for Redemption of Debt, amounted to 662,865/, thus leaving at 
the close of the year a surplus of 91,0311. 

The parochial revenues, which are devoted to parochial roads, 
poor relief, sanitary, and other local services, and are administered 
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by the several parochial boards, produced 123,610/., a decrease of 
544/. on the receipts in 1891-92, while the revenue specially 
appropriated for the reconstruction and maintenance of main roads 
under Law 17 of 1890 gave 30,986/., or 1,027/. less than in 
1891-92. 


The revenue for immigration only realized 675/. against 31,838. 
in 1891-92, there not being now any export duties. This sum 
represents the interest received on the balance at credit of the 
immigration fund. There were not any receipts from the proceeds 
of notes, as there was no immigration during the year. 


The usual comparative table, showing the whole of the Treasury 
receipts in the year under report, and those of the previous year, is 
given below :— 


ey ee eal 


Revenue. | 1892-93. | 1891-92. | Increase. | Decrease. 

General Revenue. £ £ 
Import duties - - - | 298,718 319,810 
Export duties - - - — 654 
Light dues - - - 2,357 2,201 
Harbour master’s fees - - 2,582 2,467 
Rum duties - . - | 120,003 123,418 
Licenses - - - - 785 1,263 
Stamps - - - - 20,814 19,317 
Tax on stock - - . 134 4,753 

Education Tax - - - 10,270 —_— 
Tax revenue ° 473,883 
Postal revenue - e - 18,278 
Telegraph revenue - - 5,687 
Court fees - - - 8,442 
Fines and forfeitures - = 4,614 
Interest on securities, sinking fund 9,955 

Interest from savings bank after 

paying depositors - - 3,935 
Jnterest other than above - - 7,361 
Interest, Jamaica railway bonds - 23,545 
Reimbursements for expenditure - 24,468 
Miscellane us - - ~ 10,442 
Non-tax revenue - | 103,500 116,727 


Total general revenue- | 559,163 | 590,610 
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Revenue. | 1892-93. | 1891-92. | Increase. | Decrease. 
Specially appropriated Revenue— 

Main Roads Law, 17 of 1890. £ £ £ £ 
Land tax - : - 340 296 44, _— 
Draft H. Stock tax - - 936 978 —_— 42 
Holdings tax - - - 14,076 14,045 31 — 
Spirit licenses - - - 15,634 16,694 — 1,060 

me bos 75 1,102 
30,986 $2,013 — 1,027 
Parochial Revenue. 
Parochial road revenues - - 48,520 44,845 8,675 — 
Kingston street tax - - 4,346 7,437 — 8,091 
Parochial municipal revenues - 11,650 11,068 582 — 
Parochial general purposes - 1,977 1,875 102 — 
Poor rates - - - - 40,756 88,748 2,008 — 
Sanitary rates - - - 7,190 6,621 569 — 
Fire rates - - - . 1,550 L771 — 221 
Gas rates - - . - 8,511 2,612 . 899 _ 
Miscellaneous - - - 4,110 9,177 a 5,067 
— —_— 7,835 8,379 
123,610 124,154 — 544 
Immigration Revenue. 
Export duties - - » ~— 448 — 448 
Proceeds, Planters’ notes :— 
Law 7 of 1878 - - 6 701 — 695 
Law 14 of 1891 - - — 29,673 — 29,673 
Miscellaneous - - - 36 52 — 16 
Interest - - - - 633 964 — 331 
~ — 31,163 
675 31,838 _ 31,163 
Totals. 
General revenue ~« - - | 559,168 590,610 — 81,447 
Specially appropriated revenue - 80,986 32,013 -— 1,027 
Parochial revenue - 123,610 124,154 — 544 
Immigration revenue - - 675 31,838 _— 31,163 
— — — 64,181 
Grand total - - | 714,484 | 778,615 —— 64,181 


The yield of the general revenue shows a net decrease of 31,4471. 
This decrease is almost entirely accounted for by the falling off in 
import duties, the effect of the operation of the McKinley Tariff 
Law; a smaller yield under rum duties; the abolition of the tax 
on stock, and the small amount of interest on the Jamaica Railway 
Second Mortgage Bonds received during the year. A sum of 
10,2701. was realized from the new tax in lieu of education fees 
imposed by Law 31 of 1892 “The Elementary Education Law.” 


COLONIAL REPORTS.—ANNUAL 9 


The receipts from revenues specially appropriated show a small 
decrease of 5441 Parochial Road Taxes shows an increase of 
3,6752. due to the expiry of the law under which the quit rent 
was reduced for one year as a means of refunding the payments 
‘made for the Cadastral Survey Tax, which was repealed. Poor 
Relief shows an increase of 2,0087. On the other hand, the 
suspension of the Kingston Streets Improvement Tax caused a 
falling off of 3,0912, and Miscellaneous shows a decrease of 5,0671. 
the receipts in the previous year having been exceptionally large. 
The following is a similar comparative statement of the Treasury 
disbursements compared with 1891-92. 


Expenditure. | 1892-93. | 1891-92. | Increase. | Decrease. 
General Expenditure. £ £ £ & 
Charges of debt - s - | 77,650 77,314 336 sees 
Pensions - - - = 13,393 13,227 166 —_ 
Administrative departments - 53,246 86,355 — 33,109 
Revenue departments = = 35,407 34,363 1,044 — 
Postal service - - s 23,402 23,862 — 460 
Telegraph service - - - 6,629 6,382 247 = 
Judicial - oS - = 41,210 89,764 1,446 — 
Ecclesiastical - - = 4,402 5,562 — 1,160 
Medical - - = = 57,162 55,068 2,094 _ 
Constabulary - = = 51,474 51,390 84 — 
Prisons - - = = 20,164 19,619 545 -- 
Reformatories ~ - = 4,836 5,336 — 500 
Education ‘. - -| 56,033 40,790 15,243 _ 
Harbours and pilotage = - = 2,214 1,802 412 — 
Industrial schools - - = 1,272 634 638 — 
Military - - - v3 9,530 8,595 935 = 
Coasting service - = - 1,800 1,800 -- — 
Steam communicaiion with Halifax 708 350 358 — 
Telegraph subsidy - - = 2,000 2,000 —_— — 
Registration department - ~ 3,346 3,338 8 = 
Island record office - . 1,503 1,663 — 160 
Registrar of titles department - 627 513 114 = 
Government printing office - 8,741 9,386 —_ 645 
Jamaica institute - - = 1,774 1,832 — 58 
Board of supervision - - 446 436 10 as 
Public plantations and gardens - 5,479 5,057 422 Lit 
Railway - = - ” — 673 -_ 673 
Census, 1891 - ~ - = 6,232 — 6,232 
Miscellaneous - ~ - 11,596 15,245 — 3,649 
Public works - - - 82,666 90,478 — 7,812 
Lighthouses - “ . 1,051 1,181 — 130 
ane = 24,102 54,588 
Total general expenditure - | 579,761 610,247 —_— 30,486 


ee 


Expenditure from specially appro- 
priated Revenues. 


Main Roads Law 17 of 1890 - 18,666 4,476 14,190 
Interest on Loan - - - 3,576 — 3,576 


— 


-—— |. 


Total = * - 22,242 4,476 17,766 
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Expenditure. | 1892-93. | 1891-92. | Increase. 
a 


Decrease. 


Parochial Expenditure. £ £ £ 
Parochial roads - ~ 59,552 — 7,150 
Kingston streets - - 860 45 _ 
Parochial municipal objects - 11,729 _ 11,176 
Parochial general purposes - 3,963 1,126 _ 
Relief of poor - - - 43,908 1,296 —_ 
Sanitary appropriation - - 6,791 2,169 a 
Fire appropriation, Kingston - 1,863 _ 458 
Gas appropriation, Kingston - 2,854 47 — 


_ 4,683 18,784 


131,520 ~ 4,101 
Immigration Expenditure. ie "gia ae wt 2 
Immigration department - - 709 
Introduction of immigrants - 83,783 _ — 
Return passages - - - 1,148 
Pensions - - - = Bs 
— dat 30,537 
Total immigration - - 35,640 _ 30,537 
General expenditure - - | 579,761 610,247 <a 30,486 
Expenditure from specially appro- 
priated revenues - - 22,242 4,476 17,766 — 
Parochial expenditure - - | 127,419 131,520 — 4,101 
Immigration expenditure - - 5,103 85,640 —_ 30,537 
_ _ 17,766 65,124 
Grand total - - | 734, 525 781,883 — 47,358 


The general expenditure of the Colony shows a decrease of 
30,4861., of which the following are the chief items, namely, 
Administrative departments 33,1091, Ecclesiastical 1,160/. due to 
the death of state-paid clergymen, census 6,232/. which was fully 
paid for in the previous year; Public Works 7,812/, and 
Miscellaneous 3,649/. The following are items of increase: 
Education 15,243, due to additional grants in aid ; Medical 2,0941 , 
for increase of the Staff and payments of fees to District Medica! 
Officers who were appointed Visiting Officers during the threatened 
approach of the cholera epidemic. 


Parochial expenditure shows a small decrease of 4,101/. chiefly 
under Parochial Roads, the result of the passing of Law 17 of 
180, and Parochial Municipal Objects 11,1762, the increases 
being for Sanitary services 2,1691., Poor Relief 1,296/, and 
Parochial Geaeral Purposes 1,126/. 
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Pensions. 


During the year, pensions amounting to 976/. 14s. 5d., were 
granted under the provisions of the Jamaica Pension Law 34 of 
1885, and the resolution of the Legislative Council of the 23rd 
October 1885, while the pension list was reduced to the extent of 
6491, 4s. 10d., by deaths, &c. 


Debt. 


Loans to the extent of 97,8711. 19s. 7d. were raised during the 
year, including a sum of 1,698/. 14s. 3d. of Savings Bank moneys 
borrowed for the construction of new telegraph lines under 
Law 1 of 1879, namely, 61,4007. under Law 7 of 1881, “The 
St. Thomas and Portland Bridges Loan Law”; the premiums 
ranging from 2s. 6d. per cent. to 3s. per cent. ; 3,913/. 5s. 4d. under 
Law 13 of 1885, the Inscribed Stock Law, to cover expenses of 
converting Debentures ; 30,8602. under the Local Inscribed Stock 
Law for Bridges the rates paid being from 95 to 97}. 


Debentures representing 50,2002 under Law 37 of 1887, “A 
‘‘ Law to grant temporary aid to the revenue,” were paid off, and 
5,700/. was redeemed from the sinking funds provided for the 
purpose under the following laws, namely, Law 12 of 1879, 2001. ; 
Laws 8 and 17 of 1880, 900/.; Law 17 of 1884, 9002. ; Law 14 of 
1886, 800/.; and Law 19 of 1880, 2,900/. 


The public debt directly secured on the general revenue stood 
as follows at the close of each of the last 10 financial years, after 
making allowance in each year for the sinking funds actually 
invested for the eventual redemption of debt :— 


£ ae 

September 30, 1883 - ~ 1,257,916. .2° 1 
Fi 1884 2 - 1,243,899 18 9 

a5 1885 - - 1,427,458 14 2 

r 1886 A - 1,478,790 3 8 

1887 ‘ - 1,491,993 9 

‘ 1888 : - 1,502,684 8 

” 1889 - = 1,506,883 0 
Marcb 31, 1891 - - 1,458,221 12 7 
E 1892 : - 1,520,088 4 3 

i 1893 : - 1,523,944 2 11 


Of the above amount of debt on the 31st March last, 821,005Z 
wasonaccount of the railway purchase, reconstruction, and extension, 
and 82,5002. on account of the Rio Cobre Canal. 
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The following are the amounts due for debentures guaranteed 
by the general revenue raised on account of the several under- 
takings specified :— 


£ 
Kingston and Liguanea waterworks - - 128,200 
Kingston markets - - - - 20,000 
Kingston gasworks - - - - 30,000 
Kingston slaughter-house - - - 10,000 


Legislative Council. 


After adjournment on the 8th April the Council met again on 
the 2nd August 1892, when the Honourable Joseph Henry Levy 
was sworn in as member for the electoral district of St. Mary 
and St, Ann in succession to the late Honourable Michael Solomon, 
C.M.G. 

The session of 1892, which opened on the 12th January, closed 
on the 4th August 1892, and the Council was prorogued on the 
28th December of that year. 

Under proclamation of date the 10th of February 1893, the 
Council was summoned to meet on the 28th of that month, on which 
occasion an Order in Council, issued by Her Majesty the Queen, 
was read, under the provisions of which the Governor ceased to 
preside over the meetings of the Council and the following members 
were added thereto, that is to say :— 

(1.) A President, to be appointed from time to time, either by 
Her Majesty by warrant under Her sign manual and 
signet or by the Governor by an instrument under the 
broad seal of the Island of Jamaica under instructions 
from Her Majesty through one of Her Principal 
Secretaries of State. 

(2.) The person for the time being lawfully exercising the 
functions of the Office of Collector General. 


The Order in Council also provides that the Council elect one of 
its members as Vice-President. 

The Honourable James Cecil Phillippo, M.D., was appointed 
by Her Majesty as President of the Council, and sworn in as such 
accordingly, 

Robert Batten, Esq., Collector General, was sworn in as an 
ex- officio member of the Council. 

The Honourable William Andrews was sworn in as member for 
the electoral district of St, Thomas and Portland in succession to 
the late Honourable W. B. Espeut. 

The Honourable John Pringle, M.B., Acting Superintending 
Medical Officer, was sworn in on the 6th March 1893, as a 
nominated member of the Council to fill the vacancy caused by the 
resignation of the Honourable Dr. C. B, Mosse, C.B. 

On the 14th of March 1893, the Honourable George Solomon 
was sworn in as a member for the Parish of Clarendon in the room 
of the Honourable Robert Craig, resigned, 
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The Session continued beyond the close of the year under 
review, and the Council finally adjourned sine die on the 26th April 
1893, having sat on 27 days. 


Public Works. 


The total expenditure under all heads was 170,854/. 15s. 8d., of 
which 38,207/. 9s. 7d. was expended on main roads and bridges, 
62,4751. 12s. 4d. on parochial roads taken over as main roads, under 
Law 17 of 1890, 18,3512 9s. 11d. for salaries, travelling allo wances, 
printing, stationery, postage and office expenses,and 21,806/. 18s, 2d. 
for maintenance, &c., of public buildings, and for new works, while 
the balance of 29,9932 16s. 8d. was for lighthouses, irrigation 
works, waterworks, telegraph maintenance, and construction, &. 

The average cost per mile for maintenance of the 840 miles of 
main roads was 40/. 7s. 7d., a decrease of 12s. 8d. per mile on the 
rate for the previous year. This rate includes not only the 
maintenance of the roads proper, but also the repair and rebuilding 
of bridges and “culverts, regulating gully courses, and many other 
special and minor works of improvement on the roads. The 
average cost per mile for maintenance proper was 34/. 11s. 

No flood damage of any extent occurred during the year, and 
the roads throughout the Island were generally in good order. 
Attention was paid to the important matter of drainage, and 
a considerable portion of the maintenance money was expended in 
cutting water-tables in rock where none had previously existed. 

The total length of parochial roads taken over under Law 17 
of 1890 as main roads up to the end of the year was 955 miles, 
and the total cost of reconstruction and maintenance amounted to 
181,183. 8s. 

The expenditure for maintenance and repairs of public buildings 
amounted to 8,165/. 0s. 8d., and was for the usual. maintenance 
and repairs of churches, court-houses, prisons, police stations, 
reformatories, industrial schools, &c. 

A sum of 13,6412. 17s. 6d. was spent on new works and 
alterations to public buildings during the year. 

The telegraph lines throughout the Island, 651 miles in extent, 
were maintained in a fair state of efficiency at a cost of 
1,6571. 9s, 10d. 

The three lighthouses at Plumb Point, Morant Point, and Folly 
Point were maintained with regularity and efficiency throughout 
the year. 

The work on the St. Thomas, Portland, and St. Mary bridges was 
completed during the year, the last and greatest of them, the Rio 
Grande Bridge, a structure of six spans of 76 feet clear water-way 
each, having been opened by me in May 1892. With the 
completion of this bridge the road from Kingston to Port Antonio 
is now in all weather uninterrupted by floods, the only possible 
source of interruption being landslips on the Annotto Bay 
Junction Road. 
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The important work of constructing the interior main road 
in St. Thomas was commenced, and a sum of 9,135/, 8s. 6d. was 
expended on it during the year. 

A considerable number of parochial works, such as the 
constructionand reconstruction of roads and bridges, the preparation 
of plans, specifications and estimates, and the making of surveys, &c., 
were carried out by the Public Works Department. 


Lands, 


The acreage of Crown lands at the end of the year was 98,513. 
In 1890 the West India Improvement Company selected 64,000 
acres under Article 35 of the Agreement embodied in Law 12 of 
1889. Of this reserve 8,000 acres had been conveyed, and 8,692 
acres were in course of conveyance, to the Company, besides 
2,640 acres not of the original selection. 

Much of the Crown land is good, but generally inaccessible 
owing to the want of roads. 

206,425 acres of land are now forfeitable to the Crown for 
non-payment of quit-rent, but final judgment was given during the 
year with respect to only one property. Proceedings for the 
acquisition of such land are necessarily slow, and the delay prevents 
terms being arranged with would-be purchasers, of whom there 
are many. 

The greater portion of the forfeitable land is in the heart of the 
Island, and badly served by roads, but thousands of acres are of 
good and accessible land. 

One property was recovered from a squatter during the year. 
194 acres of land, besides the premises of the Old Short Term 
Prison at St. Anns Bay, were sold or conveyed during the year, and 
1,2342 acres leased. 

The income derived from the sale and rental of Crown lands 
during the year was 1,339/. 1s. 5d., while that for the past twenty 
years averaged 2,400/., the income diminishing with the gradual 
sale of the lands. 

A detailed survey was made at Appleton of lands adjoining the 
railway, and another at Negril Point, where a lighthouse will be 
erected, of four square miles of country, 

On the recommendation of the Surveyor-General, and of a 
Commission of Inquiry, the laws establishing mountain and river 
reserves were repealed as impracticable. 


Lands for Railway Track, 


Out of 344 owners of land acquired for the railway extension to 
Montego Bay, terms were arranged in 1891-92 with 197, and in 
1892-93 with 128, leaving 19 cases still under dispute, most of 
them with large landowners. 

So far as the promoters are concerned, however, they received 
possession of all lands on this extension last February with a 
single exception. 
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The number of acres taken for this extension is 723, an average 
of 11 per mile; 475 of these have been paid for at an average 
cost per acre of 36/. lls. or of 4002 per mile. It is anticipated, 
however, that when the larger and more valuable properties 
remaining to be acquired are settled for, this figure will be exceeded 
by 25 or 30 per cent., and that 60,0001, at least will have to be 
expended on the lands along both extensions of the railway. 


Rio Cobre Canal. 


The cost of management and maintenance of the works for 
the year was 1,177/. 17s. 5d., whilst 1612. 16s. 6d. was spent in 
extending subsidiary channels and on other new works, making a 
total expenditure of 1,339/. 13s, 11d. 

The revenue earned was 3,425/. 5s., or 1,178/. greater than 
the average 2,250, of the past six years; 3,304/. 16s. 104d. was 
actually collected of the 3,425/. 5s. earned, against 2,963/. 12s. 93d. 
collected in the previous year. The decided increase in earnings 
is attributed to Law 39 of 1889, which imposes a small irrigation 
rate on all Jands within the area controlled by the canals. 

During the past two years a large Jand owner has grown 
bananas on two pens under irrigation with, it is understood, very 
satisfactory results, and he has therefore taken steps along with 
several others to extend the area under this cultivation. 

The Director of Public Works reports that there are thousands 
of acres of suitable land within reach of the canals the extension 
of cultivation on which, under irrigation might, in a few years, 
double the revenue of the works without appreciably increasing 
the cost of maintenance. 


Post Office and Telegraphs. 


The collections under these heads show an increase of 
8651. 15s. 14d. on the previous year’s figures, as detailed in the 
following comparative table :— 


Commission 
on Postal 
Orders. 


Commission 
on Money 
rders, 


Miscella- 


Period. neous. 


Postages. Telegraphs. Total. 


£ «sd. £8 du | 2 8. ay £ «8. ad, £ #8. da, £ s.d. 
1890-91 - 16,833 10 112 | 844 10 8 207 17 6 6,407 17 3 253 8 6 24,046 19 10% 
1991-92 -| 17,437 6 1% | 385 9 8 | 38518 9 | 5,76719 3 | 224 511 | 2410019 8} 
1892-938 -| 18,260 5 8% | 307 6 6 | 40118 8 | 5,818 11 0 | 18818 4 24,966 14 9% 


The Postmaster for Jamaica regards the continued increase 
under postages as highly satisfactory, looking to the substantial 
reductions of 50 per cent. and 37 per cent. which were made in 
the Inland and Packet Letter Rates of Postage from the 1st 
January and Ist June 1890 respectively. The actual loss 
consequent on these reductions for the year under review amounts 
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to only 1,4297, 0s. 54d., or 8 per cent., as against 2,252/, or 123 per 
cent., the ascertained loss for the previous year, and 5,000/. the 
estimated probable loss, when the change was about to be brought 
into operation, results which are considered as satisfactory evidence 
of the resiliency of the Postal Revenue, and justify the hope that 
in the near future there will not be any loss resulting from these 
reductions. 

The slight decrease under “ Commissions on Money Orders” is 
attributed to the existence of greater banking facilities for the 
remittance of funds; and the steady increase of “Commission on 
Postal Orders” to the growing appreciation by the public of the 
system, which is assuming large proportions. 

The receipts on account of telegraphs, it will be seen, show an 
increase of 43], 11s. 9d, over the amount received for the previous 
year, the number of messages sent and received being 103,803, 
as against 102,925 in the previous year, or an increase of 878. 

The expenditure of the Postal D partment, which amounts to 
20,398. 14s. 2hd., is a decrease of 6591. 17s. 74d. on that of 1891- 
92, principally under the heads of salaries (due to changes in the 
staff consequent on the retirement of the late Postmaster) and 
inland mail conyeyance. On the other hand, telegraph expenditure 
has increased by the sum of 2527, 2s, 24d., the result of the estab- 
lishment of new stations in the previous year, and of an increase 
in the wages of the assistant telegraph operators in accordance 
with the wishes cf the Legislative Council. 

Another telegraph station was opened during the year, and the 
lines generally have been efficiently maintained by the Public 
Works Department without anything like a serious or prolonged 
interruption. 

The Ocean Mail Service has continued to be satisfactorily 
performed by the Royal Mail Steam Packet Company under 
contract, while mails have also been exchanged with places abroad 
by means of the various steamship lines communicating with the 
Island, and similar testimony is borne as to the manner in which 
the conveyance of the inland mails has been carried out. 

The total estimated number of letters and post cards, inland and 
foreign, which were circulated during the year, exceeds the 
circulation of the previous year by 115,016, an increase which 
may be regarded as continued evidence of the appreciation by the 
public of the facilities afforded them by the Department. 


Railway. 


The gross receipts of the Jamaica Railway Company for the 
year ended 31st March 1893, amounted to 70,8912. Os. 9d., and 
the expenditure to 52,600/ 7s. 9d., leaving a net revenue of 
18,2901. 13s, Od, 

Cvual and stores to the value of 2,351, 5s. have been used out 
of the stock remaining on hand at the close of the year 1891.-92, 
and the expenditure for the period under review has been credited 
with that sum. 
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The receivts were made up as follows :— 


£ é~-d. 

Goods and cattle - - - 89,126 13 1 
Passengers - - - - 25,749 6 4 
Prince’s wharf - - - 5,593 16 0O 
Miscellaneous - - - 421 5 4 
£70,891 0 9 


The number of train miles run amounted to 269,709, and the 
expenditure and revenue per mile to 3s,10°81d. and 5s, 3:08d, 
respectively, leaving a net revenue of 1s, 4°27d. per mile. 

The number of passengers carried was 290,415, 20,437 of 
whom were Ist class and the remainder 3rd class. 9,218 
passengers travelled with season tickets. 

Seven miles of the line on the Montego Bay section were 
completed during the year, although not actually opened to traffic. 
The mileage actually open to traffic is now 95. 

Interest was paid out of Revenue on First Mortgage bonds 
in June 1892, to the extent of 5,434 16s. 7d, and in December 
1892, to the extent of 6,8712. 12s. making a total payment of 
12,3062. 8s. 7d. 


Agriculture. 


The fruit trade, which was referred to in last year’s report as 
being in a depressed state, has somewhat recovered its former 
healthy condition, and the increase there spoken of in the crops 
of sugar and output of rum has been fairly maintained during the 
year under review. 

The export of cocoa shows ar increase of 3,010 ewt. in quantity 
and 8,896/. in value, coffee an increase of 10,378 cwt. in quantity 
and 3,726/. in vaiue, bananas 676,280 bunches and 76,8432, in value, 
oranges 3,806,526 in number and 11,5262 in value. 

The following table shows the relative value in 1892-93, 
1891-92 and 1890-91 of products of the Island exported :— 


—- | 1892-93. | 1891-92. | 1890-91. 

Sugar - a - 14°3 15°6 18°1 
Rum - - - 11°38 15°7 it: 

Coffee = = - 20°1 20°7 15°7 
Dyewoods - - 21°1 18°7 21°3 
Fruit - - - 2a ee 29°4 
Pimento - - - a5 3°1 45 
Minor products - - 6°6 8°5 5° 


I 80050. 
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The area of land in the island, under cane and coffee cultiva- 
tion, has varied very little in recent years. There were during 
the year under review 32,466 acres in cane and 21,450 in coffee, 

The cultivation of bananas has increased to 14,860 acres from 
9,959 in the year 1890-91. 

The total area under cultivation in the Island was 666,741 
acres, of which 499,053 was in guinea grass, pimento, and 
common pasture against a total area of 1,958,678 acres of the 
whole Island on which the property tax was collected. 


Botanical. 


The useful work annually performed by this Department has 
continued during the year under review, and it will be seen from 
the following figures, showing the sale and distribution of plants 
at the different gardens, that the advantages offered by the 
Department to the general public are availed of to a considerable 
extent :— 


Hope Gardens, plants sold - - - 20,356 
Castleton - - - - - 3,868 
Hill Garden - a, - - 760 
Total sold - ~ - 26,984 

Distributed free or in exchange - - 6,693 
Sent to Hope Gardens for distribution - 7,494 
- 37 

Total distributed - - - 14,224 


The issue of the usual monthly Bulletins, which are supplied 
free of cost to residents in the Island, and form a most useful 
means for the dissemination of information relating to plants, has 
been regularly carried out by the Department, the number 
distributed in the Island being 675, while the circulation abroad 
amounts to 178, 

The work of maintaining the gardens generally has been 
carried out in a satisfactory manner. 

At the Hope Gardens it was not found possible to continue 
the work of extension during the year owing to want of funds, but 
the area under cultivation has been considerably improved. Trees 
have been planted in the different sections according to the 
geographical arrangement on which the plan of the garden has 
been laid down, and in the tropical African section a commencement 
has been made towards putting the whole place under Bahama 
grass, while the fern house, the rosery, the sugar cane plantation, 
and the economic section have all received careful attention at the 
hands of the superintendent, 
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Experiments are being carried out with potatoes, onions, and 
fodder plants, and the budding of oranges on a small scale has 
been partially successful. 


The sisal hemp plantation is flourishing. 


The Hill Garden (Cinchona).—Experiments in the cultivation 
of Peas have been carried on with generally satisfactory results 
and the important question of suitable fodder plants for the higher 
elevations has been engaging the attention uf the Department for 
some time, and it is to be hoped that the experiments now being 
carried out will have successful results. 


The garden at Castleton has been maintained in its customary 
satisfactory condition, and, as usuai, has been much frequented by 
visitors. Most of the plants in the rosery having become worn 
out by continuous cutting, a new hed has been prepared and 
planted. The stock of plants in the fern house and en the 
rockeries has also been considerably increased. 


The Kingston Public Garden has continued to afford a means 
of pleasant recreation to the people of the city, who appreciate 
the weekly performances by the excellent band of the West 
India Regiment. Gates have been erected on the east and west 
sides of the garden, as was intended in its original design. 


The plants from the exhibition grounds have done well, and 
more have been brought from the Hope Gardens, still further 
improving the appearance of the grounds. 


At King’s House several improvements have been effected 
during the year, of which the formation of a vinery may be 
mentioned as the principal feature. 


A Jarge number of cuttings of the best English vines were 
obtained, through the kind offices of the Director of Kew 
Gardens, from the Royal Horticultural Society’s gardens at 
Chiswick, and from these 34,350 cuttings were produced and 
planted out for distribution later. Vines were also obtained 
by myself, and from Madeira by Dr. Grabham, who kindly 
presented them to the Department. 


The plan proposed last year for instruction in the cultivation 
of the vine has been carried out, and demonstrations have been 
frequently given by the Superintendent. 


The Library has been added to during the year, and work in 
the Herbarium has been continued. 


Education. 
The results of the year under review, as compared with the 


preceding period of 12 months, are shown in the following 
summary ;— 
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1892-93 . : j 912 867 92,185 52,983 57°50: 148 | 389 | 379 _ 1 44 6,649 | 34,724 11 0 
1891-92 4 F a 872 817 88,731 45,927 54°85 128 | 329 | 350 3 7 58 8,803 | 80,736 0 0 
Increase - - - - 40 50 8,404 2°65 15 60: 29 *s *6 *9 *2.154 | 5,845 11 0. 


tet 


* Decrease. 


0% 


‘SLHOdHa ITIVINOTGO 


"IVONNY— 


BEL 


COLONIAL REPORTS.—ANNUAL. 21 


The superintending inspector of schools attributes the large 
increase in the number of scholars on books and in average 
attendance, as well as (to a less degree), in the number of 
schools on the list, to the abolition of fees under the Elementary 
Education Law (31 of 1892), which took effect from the Ist of 
July, although the attendance was not appreciably affected by 
the change for some time, and a further increase may, therefore, 
be expected in the future, 

A satisfactory increase of nearly 3 per cent. is also shown in the 
“ Percentage in average attendance of number on books,” which 
Mr. Capper regards as justifying the hope expressed by him last 
year, that improvement in regularity of attendance would follow 
the abolition of fees. 

The superintending inspector also considers the increase in 
the number of first and second class schools very satisfactory, 
considering the great mass of raw material thrown on the hands 
of teachers by the large influx of new scholars into the schools, 
and he is of opinion that it will be still more creditable to the 
teachers if ‘anything like the same general level of efficiency is 
maintained next year. 

Mr. F. E. Reed, B,A., London, was appointed to the staff of 
inspectors during the year, but so rapid has been the increase in 
the number of schools and the average number of children that 
the work of the inspectors has been in no way lessened by this 
addition to the staff. 

The annual examination of teachers and students in training 
colleges took place in December, with result showing a steadily 
continued improvement, there being a slight increase in the 
number obtaining honours and a bonus, and a transfer of 3 per 
cent. from the partial passes to the full passes, while the 
proportion of failures remained the same. 

Mr. Capper attributes the small number of teachers, who 
present themselves at these examinations to a want of confidence 
on the part of would-be candidates who dread the supposed 
discredit and reproach attaching to failure at the examination. 

The high standard of work which has been reached by the 
training colleges of late yeats has been fully maintained during 
the period under review, with one exception, due to the 
inadequacy of the staff of the college, a defect which has since 
been rectified, and the inspector states that there is no reason to 
doubt that the college in question will soon recover its old 
position, 

It was unfortunately found necessary, owing to an outbreak 
of fever, to close the Bethlehem Moravian Female Training 
College during a considerable period of the year, but under the 
circumstances the usual bonuses were allowed to the college, and 
concessions made with regard to the students’ examinations. 

At the Government Female Training College, Shortwood, the 
work again shows an improvement on the previous year; and 
altogether the training colleges are doing good work in turning 
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out teachers fo. the elementary schools, the demand for which 
still considesably exceeds the supply. 

The usual examination of pupil teachers and pupils at 
elementary schools who voluntary present themselves for 
examination was held in December with a total number of 672 
candidates as against 520 in July 1891, the largest number ever 
previously examined. 

Of the 261 teachers examined, 135 passed, or a percentage of 
about 50, which is not equal to the standard of last year, but, on 
the other hand, 148 volunteers succeeded in passing out of 411 
examined, giving a percentage of over 36, an improvement on 
former results. Candidates for the training colleges are included 
under second year pupil teachers and volunteers, of whom, out of 
a total of 182 at the examination, 69 successfully passed, or a 
percentage of about 37. 

In reviewing the work of the schools for the year, most of the 
inspectors coincide in the opinion that intelligent reading on the 
part of pupils is still a marked defect in their tuition, and it is to 
be hoped that the constant attention which is directed to this 
deficiency may result in some improvement in the future, 

One result of the abolition of school fees by Law 31 of 1892 
is shown in the inadequacy of the present accommodation for the 
increased number of pupils entering the schools, in some cases 
classes having to be taken outside the buildings, and the 
provision of enlarged accommodation will have to be considered 
in the immediate future, but in this direction the people will 
have to take action on their own behalf, as the already over- 
burdened general revenue will be unable to bear any addition to 
the large amount now provided for building grants, and in view 
of the relief to their pockets by the abolition of fees, this should 
not prove any cause for complaint by parents who have benefited 
so considerably by the change. 

The Board of Education established by the Elementary 
Education Law of 1892 was appointed in May, and held the first 
of its meetings in the following July, performing useful work 
during the year in a very necessary revision of the Code for 
feachers, an amending law being passed to carry out several of 
its recommendations. 

To the number of industrial schools placed under the charge 
of the Superintending Inspector by Law 13 of 1891, has been 
added during the year an orphanage for girls, which was opened 
at Belmont, Stony Hill, in October last, under the auspices of 
the Bishop of Jamaica, and although the institution has been too 
short a time in existence to show much in the way of results, these 
will no doubt correspond in the near future with the excellent 
arrangements made for the training of the children. 

At the Hope Industrial School for Boys, between 20 and 30 . 
inmates have been provided for during the year, receiving the 
usual instruction in carpentry and gardening, as well as 
instructions in the school, but the system of management has not 
been regarded as altogether satisfactory, and a proposal is receiving 
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consideration by which the school will be placed under the charge 
of the Director of Public Gardens and Plantations, with a view 
to imparting a thorough agricultural training to all the pupils. 

The schools at Alpha Cottage, under the management of the 
Roman Catholic Clergy, have continued to be conducted as 
admirably as heretofore, an excellent feature of the boys’ school 
{a comparatively recent addition) beingthe drum and fife band, 
which is very popular with the boys. 

The girls Industrial School at Shortwood was opened on the first 
day of the year under review, and has been in successful operation 
ever since, an interesting change in the employment of the girls 
being the successful experiments in hat and basket making. 

Altogether the work of the industrial schools promises to 
become an important factor in the training of the juvenile 
population of the Island. 


Immigration, 


During the calendar year 1892, no immigrants were introduced, 
the number applied for—263—-being too small to warrant the 
chartering of a vessel for their conveyance. 

The ship “Jumna” was despatched for Calcutta on the 
7th September 1892, with return coolies from Jamaica and 
St. Lucia, the number from Jamaica being 375, equal to 327 
statute adults. They took with them Government bills to the 
amount of 1,7482 5s., besides gold and a considerable quantity of 
jewellery. Three time-expired coolies, with their families, 
numbering together 13 persons, also returned to India via England 
and at their own cost. They took 9332. in Government bills 
alone. 

The number of passports issued to time-expired immigrants 
leaving the Island was 33. 

The birth rate for the year was 1°62, and the death rate 2°49 
per cent., among indentured coolies a high per-centage, that for 
the previous year being 1°50. The deaths were chiefly due to 
bowel and chest affections and fever, and are attributed by the 
protector, in a great measure, to chills contracted by the people 
uncovering their bodies after working hours and _ reverting 
to the native wrapper round the loins, and turban. 

The number of coolie depositors in the Savings Bank during 
1891-92 was 667, with a total at credit of 14,054/. 8s. 5d., against 
745 with 16,758/. 3s. 6d. in the previous year. 

The percentage of the East Indian population in prison was 
0:14 per cent., while 0°28 per cent. were in the lunatic asylum. 

The protector represents the indentured coolies now in the 
island to be, generally speaking, of a much superior class to many 
of the batches introduced in former years, good labourers and 
an acquisition to the Colony. He instances, however, two cases 
of women specially unfitted for immigration ; one, a person of 
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comparatively refined appearance, and with delicate hands, stated 
herself to be the daughter of an Indian Prince, and refused to do 
any work. On inquiry it was found that her statement was 
false. 


Emigration, 


During the year under review 563 labourers left Jamaica for 
the Isthmus of Panama, 16 for Port Limon, and the remainder for 
Colon; and 953 returned from the Isthmus by way of those 
ports, only 21 being from Port Limon. 


Government Savings Bank. 


The number of depositors and the amounts of deposits in the 
bank have been as follows in the last 10 years :— 


Year. Number of Depositors. Amount of Deposits. 
£ 
1882-83 11,925 825,705 
1888-84 13,601 850,546 
1884-85 15,511 860,190 
1885-86 16,320 363,292 
1886-87 17,047 363,481 
1887-88 18,510 393,250 
1888-89 19,444 408,218 
1890-91 21,747 423,011 
1891-92 22,824 428,348 
1892-938 23,902 417,978 


showing a decrease of 10,3702 in the amount of deposits, but an 
increase of 78 in the number of depositors. 

In the above amount of deposits are included five deposit 
amounts for the following public funds :— 


eo ae ids 
Immigration return passage fund - 586 14 0 
Constabulary reward fund - - 546 1 4 
Sinking funds - - - - 1,108 5 6 
Constabulary pension fund = ~ 21 4 
Smith and Beckford’s Charity - - 101. 2 9 


There were also 271 accounts for trusts, charities, Chancery 
suits, Administrator General and bankrupt estates, amounting t« 
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a total deposit of 30,5191 3s. 4d. The remaining 22,642 J SMaGe 
accounts, representing 383,653/. 16s. 5d., are all ordinary and nat 
legitimate savings bank deposits. 


Of the total number of accounts open at the end of the year, 
16,075 were for 5/1, and under, and 1,159 were for over 100/. 

The assets of the bank on 3lst March last were distributed as 
follows :— 


£-- &P-e Ream ier: é 
Consols, 2$ per cent. - - - 20,404 17 3 
Inscribed Stock :— 
Canada, te cent. : : } 27,908 0 8 
”» ” ‘5 
Cape of Good pope, 4 
per cent. - - - 47,766 6 8 
Ceylon, 4 per cent. - - - 14,400 0 0 
New South Wales, 3} 
per cent. - - - - 31,558 1l 3 
Victoria, 4 per cent. - “ =» 12,015..0 0 
Jamaica, 4 per cent. - - - 9,900 0 O 


163,952 15 10 
Debentures :— 
Canada, 4 percent. - 53,990 12 6 


New South Wales, 5 per 
a 60,997 10 0 
New South Wales, 4 Oy ; 


cent, 


South Australi 4 ae 
es 53,531 
2 


South Reals, 6 per 
cent. - 


Victoria, 4 per cent. ~ } 47,308 12 6 
99 2 9 f: 


Jamaica, 5 per cent. - 5,055 19 3 


220,883 16 9 


384,836 12 7 
Cash on deposit in Colonial Bank oe BS MAING 3 


Total - - - £417,978 010 


During the year 3,416 accounts were opened and 2,345 closed, 
resulting in an increase of 1,062 in the number of accounts open 
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at the end of the year, as compared with the number in the year 
before. 

The number of deposits amounted to 26,037, and withdrawals to 
29,481, representing respectively 197,613/. and 219,682/. 

‘I'he expenses of management and the interest credited to 
depositors amounted to 14,359/, while the revenue realised was 
16,065/., thus showing a net profit of 1,706/. on the year’s trans- 
actions. 


Trade. 


The following table shows the value of the imports in each of 
the last 10 years :— 


1882-83 = - ‘ - ts na 
1883-84 : - - - 1,568,639 
1884-85 = - - - 1,487,833 
1885-86 - : - - 1,325,603 
1886-87 2 ~ = - 1,322,336 
1887-88 - E . - 1,695,605 
1888-89 - - * - 1,597,600 
1890-91 ~ - - - 2,188,937 
1891-92 - - 2 - 1,759,890 
1892-93 = - - 1,941,481 


There has thus been an increase during the year under review of 
181,591/, compared with the year before, and the value is bigher 
than in any year of the decade, with the exception of 1890-91, 
which was exceptional, owing to the impetus to trade given by 
the Jamaica Exhibition. 

The vaiue of goods entered for home consumption was 
1,928,556, an inerease over 1891-92 of 165,557. 

The principal items in which the returns show a marked 
increase are cattle 13,106/. as against 7,154/, refined sugar 
524,898 Ibs. valued at 6,561/. as against 98,874 lbs. valued at 
1,186/.; bread and biscuit 14,1282. as against 13,104/.; corn 
29,766 as against 26,7351. The value of beef and pork imported 
as compared with 1891-92 has increased by 1,343/. ; of condensed 
milk by 3,7532.; of oils for food by 6,490/.; of tea by 3077.; and 
of tobacco by 3,025/. 

The increase in the value of tobacco is very remarkable, being 
20,2077. as against 16,7641. last year. It occurs principally under 
the head of cigarettes, which show an increase in the number 
imported of 50 per cent. 

Taking 400 cigarettes to the lb. the increase represents 
7,000,000 cigarettes, and this notwithstanding the fact that there 
has been no diminution in the imports of either manufactured or 
leaf tobacco, but an increase in both. 
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There have been decreases in the value of butter, cheese, lard, 
provisions, rice, and salt. 


In manufactured articles other than those included under the 
head of food and drink, increases are shown in the following :—— 
Apparel and slops, 9,199/.; cottons of all kinds, 62,6517. ; hats, 
7,185/.; silks, 6,047/.; woollens, 7,801/.; and medicines and 
medicinal preparations, 5,382/. Among those which show a 
decrease are, haberdashery and millinery, 4,317/; and pitch pine 
lumber, 2,820/. 


The imnports into the Colony during the year were drawn from 
the sources named in the following proportion :— 


United Kingdom, 1,001,769, or 52 per cent. of the whole. 
United States, 671,376., or 34 per cent. 

British Colonies, 228,418/., or 11°8 per cent. 

Other countries, 26,994/., or 1*4 per cent. 


Last year’s corresponding figures were :— 
United Kingdom, 875,045/, or 49°6 per cent. 
United States, 653,279, or 37°2 per cent. 
British Colonies, 217,781/., or 12°3 per cent. 
Other countries, 16,894/., or 1 per cent. 


The following return of goods relieved from duty under the 
tariff is given in continuation of similar information in former 
years :— 


1882-88. 1883-84. 


1884-85. | 1885-86. | 1886-87. 


& z £ 
Steam engines - - - 12,604 10,704 4,287 
Mills ° - - ° 2,516 257 564 
Other machinery - - - 6,618 8,558 2,442 
Pans for boiling sugar - - 1,067 201 435 
Pipes for fluids - * . 4,358 8,205 $,472 
Stills : : = ° 312 72 1,102 998 
Shooks of all sorts . - 13,520 7,149 18,649 
Staves - ° * : 10,590 3,375 8,822 
Wood hoops - : = 855 978 
Tron, galvanised - - - 8,182 3,036 
» other manufactures - css as 

Miscellaneous - - - 4,339. 2,608 

42,872 36,291 


(continued.) 
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———— 1887-88. 1888-89. | 1890-91. | 1891-92. | 1892-98. 


£& ‘ £ sa d. 

Steam engines - - - 13,389 13,773 
Millet Se 1,756 1714 per 
Other machinery - - 5,570 20,761 6,265 15 7 
Pans for boiling sugar - - 415 348 110 
Pipes for fluids - - - 2,581 10,020 19 & 
Stills - “ - - 277 683 16 8 
Shooks of all sorts - - 17,974 9,978 19,078 18 5 
Staves - - - - 4,952 983 1,514 0 8 
Wood hoops - - - 1,841 7197 514 011 
Iron, galvanized - - - 8,147 5,582 8,238 7,830 2 7 
» other manufactures - 683 659 1,271 181 6 8 
Miscellaneous” - - - __ 4448 4,961 9,037 See 10008 14 


| 54,476 | 46,893 58,490 63,987 | 68,822 11 10 


The following table gives the value of the exports in each of the 
last 10 years :— 


Of British, Foreign, 


Of Produce and 


Year Mass seu of the age ares ae ial Total. 
y: Manufactures. 
£& £ £ 

1882-83 - - 1,365,868 103,578 1,469,446 
1883-84 - - 1,350,900 33,089 1,483,989 
1884-85 -- - 1,181,208 227,645 1,408,848 
1885-86 - - 1,078,315 201,803 1,280,118 
1886-87 -  - 1,334,465 174,543 1,509,010 
1897-85 = = 1,661,601 166,989 1,828,590 
1888-89 -« - 1,501,660 113,164 1,614,824 
1890-91 "= <5 1,807,084 95,730 1,902,814 
1891-92 - al 1,628,777 $3,319 1,722,096 
1892-938 - = | 1,690,637 _ 69,170 1,759,807 


This shows an increase on the total value for the year of 37,7112 
Of Island produce the increase was 61,8602, but the value of other 
exports fell off to the extent of 24,1497, 

The increase in the value of Island produce exported is due to 
the recovery of the fruit trade, which during the previous 12 
months had suffered from the large yield of fruit in America. 
Cocoa, coffee, honey, pimento, fustic, and !ogwood spars were also 
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exported this year in larger quantities, but there has been a smaller 
output of cocoanuts, ginger, rum, sugar, and cigars. With regard 
to exports other than Island produce, it may be explained that 
they ‘are practically confined to such imports as are reshipped, and 
there is but little scope for this class of trade. 

The following table shows for five years the percentage proportion 
which each of the several articles mentioned bears to the total export 
value :— 


1887-88. | 1888-89, | 1890-91. 1801-92, | 1892-99. 


Sugar - - - 17°38 16°3 13°1 15°6 14°3 
Rum - - - 12°2 9° 11*0 15°7 ues 
Coffee - - 19°3 19°4 1577 20°7 20°1 
Dyewoods - 21°2 25°0 21°3 18*7 21:1 
Fruit - - - 21°6 20°3 29°4 Lee 23°1 
Pimento - = 2°7 3°2 4°5 3°] 3°5 
Other produce - - 5°7 6'7 5°0 8°5 6°6 


The export of the principal staples in each of the last 10 years 
is shown in the following table :— 


— | 1882-88. | 1888-84. | 1884-85. | 1885-86. | 1886-87. 

Sugar - - hhds, 380,783 29,427 24,986 16,460 23,048 
Rum . - phns, 20,085 20,364 20,805 14,768 24,126 
Coffee : - Ibs. 9,448,100 4,295,994 9,033,606 6,150,960 6,387,742 
Pimento - - Ibs. 9,551,630 12,372,863 6,794,078 -| 6,919,087 7,335,712 
Dyewoods—fustic 

andlogwood ~- tons $3,108 46,724 57,533 65,082 63,114 
Ginger - - Ibs. 836,889 1,359,821 9,879,056 1,193,158 1,111,926 
Arrowroot - Ibs. 2,515 8,655 1,008 1,010 1,693 
Fruit, value . £ 132,963 253,021 181,650 231,522 215,583 
(continued.) 

—_— | 1887-88. | 1888-89. | 1890-91. | 1891-92, | 1892-98. 

Sugar - - hhds. 24,524 16,163 20,994 21,210 18,591 
Rum - - phns, 18,684 18,749 15,936 17,049 16,982 
Coffee . - Ibs. 11,084,080 9,485,960 8,476,160 9,739,712 11,298,084 
Pimento - - Ibs. 7,454,608 5,172,153 10,120,544 7,137,648 7,711,645 
Dyewoods—tfustic 

and logwood - tons 103,364 116,247 110,994 87,352 99,083 
Ginger - = lbs. 1,144,864 1,002,653 1,219,197 1,823,581 1,526,776 
Arrowroot - Ibs. 8,092 836 370 1,200 3836 
Fruit, value - £ $37,403 808,910 581,726 288,159 975,860 


inne een 


JAMAICA. 
1892-3. 


nner 


147 


148 


JAMAICA. 
1892-3 


30 COLONIAL REPORTS,—ANNUAL. 


The exports from the Colony during the past 10 years were dx 
tributed among the different countries in the following proportion : 


—_—_— ssa 1880-24 1884-5 1885-6] 1886-87 1887-85 1088-0] 1800-01 1so-2 1892-98. 


United ; 
Dra 54°46 | 43°4 87°2 39°7 38°6 40°2 87°3 82°4 32°7 29°1 
nite 
States -/ 10°07] 81°1 42°2 44°0 43°9 43° 2 50°2 55°3 50°9 54°2 
Dominion 
of Canada| 16°66] 13°4 54 3°56 1°3 1°6 2°3 oI 3°5 2°6 


Other 


Countries} 6°81} 12°1 15°2 12°8 16°2 15°0 10°2 10°2 12°9 14°1 


From this it will be seen that exports to the United States have 
resumed the position temporarily lost last year, and the fact is due 
to the revival of the fruit trade already referred to. The large 
exports of logwood to Germany, France, and Russia, account for 
the improved position of the exports to “ other countries.” 


Police. 


The strength of the regular police force on the 3tst of March 
1893, was 735 officers and men, including one inspector-general, 
13 inspectors, four sub-inspectors, 119 non-commissioned officers, 
and 598 men, being 27 below the allowed strength for the year. 

The rural headmen and police at the same date numbered 923, 
thus giving a total effective police establishment of 1,658 of all ranks. 

The enlistments during the year were 100, while 74 men were 
discharged or dismissed, and five died. Pensions were awarded 
during the year to 16 of the men discharged, and gratuities granted 
to 12—the amounts reaching in the case of the former to 
3031. 18s. 8d., and in the case of the latter to 2277, 5s. 11d. 

Two new stations have been established—one at Clarke’s Town, 
in Trelawny, the other at Darliston, in Westmoreland, and an 
increase of the Kingston division by 26 men was sanctioned. 

The following table shows the services rendered by the police, 
as compared with the preceding four years ;— 


1888-89.| 1889-90. 


1887-88. 


1891-92. | 1892-93. 


Number of persons ar- 
rested on view and on 


information - - 5,334 4,218 9,624 6,558 6,923 
Number of persons ap- 

prehended on warrants 1,674 1,873 2,499 1,645 1,802 
Number of search war- 

rants executed - 75 102 153 116 102 
Number of persons sum- | . 

moned - - 14,297 14,018 25,427 17,588 18,896 
Number of persons sub- 

penaed - - 22,472 21,702 27,540 28,267 28,' 66 
Number of seizures under 

revenue laws - - 465 225 665 $25 440 
Number of post-mortems 

ordered - - 319 888 627 460 482 


Number of prisoners 
escorted - - 8,050 8,796 15,812 9,638 10,570 
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The Criminal Returns show eight cases of murder as against 
13 last year. Of the eight cases two were convicted, two 
discharged for want of evidence, and the remaining four remained 
undisposed of at the close of the year under review. 3 

There were 16 cases of manslaughter, seven of which resulted in 
convictions, four being acquitted, and the rest either abandoned for 
want of evidence or undisposed of at the close of the year. 

Cutting and wounding show the large total of 652 cases, of which 
383 were convicted. The cases of concealment of birth have gone 
up from 6 in 1892 to 10 in 1893. Six convictions were obtained, 
three were discharged by the magistrates, one was acquitted, and 
one remained undisposed of. 

Of offences against property committed with violence, breaking 
into dwelling-houses, and breaking into shops, furnish the greatest 
numbers, being 166 and 109 respectively. The total number of 
offences under this head is 306. 

Offences against property without violence have risen from 4,352 
in 1891-92 to 4,416 in 1892-93; this increase is attributable 
rather to the increased facilities afforded by the Resident 
Magistrates’ Courts for bringing offenders to justice than to any 
actual increase of crime. 

The offences which principally contribute to the total are, larceny 
of small stock, 264 cases ; larceny in dwelling-houses, 278; simple 
larceny, 1,612; predial larceny, 1,357. 

Under the head of malicious injury to property there has been 
a regrettable increase of arson cases, which are 49 as against 34 last 
year. In 20 cases the prisoners arrested were discharged for 
want of evidence. Of the 28 cases that went for trial 16 were 
convicted. 

The Police have rendered the usual services in connection with 
Municipal Laws and Regulations, Revenue and Sanitary Laws, 
and the general preservation of order. 


Prisons. 


The prisoners in all the prisons and gaols of the Island on the 
31st of March 1893 numbered 964, a decrease of 24 compared 
with the numbers on the same date in the previous year. The 
number in custody in each of the last six years has been :-— 


On 30th September 1887 - ~ - 795 
” 1888 - - - 749 

i 1889 _- : - 890 

31st March 1891 - - - 893 

is 1892.0. : - 988 


” 1893 - - - 964 
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The following is a return showing the results of the year ander 
review in other respects compared with the previous year :— 


Year ended 31st March, 


1893. 1892. 
Commitments :— 
To prison - _- - - 4,566 4,259 
To lock-ups - -. - 361 265 
Total - = a “ 4,927 4,524 
Re-convictions - - - - 1,553 1,572 
Deaths :— 
General Penitentiary - - - 16 14 
Other prisons - - - 2 30 
Total - - - - 37 44 
fixecutions - - - - 1 5 
Daily average number of prisoners in 
custody 5 - . - 1,004 940 
FINANCIAL. tren a. eX 
Gross expenditure - - - 18,618 6 84 18,623 2 11% 
» earnings in cash - - - 4,890 2 105 5,058 15 4 
Net cost of maintaining prisons - 13,723 3 10 13,564. 7-7 
Cost per prisoner ~ - - 13 13 4} 14°80 7 
Estimated value of labour yielding no 
return - - - - 5,098 14 2 4,510 3 3 
Estimated value of bricklaying work and 
stone quarried = . = 8,840 14 12 4,164 16 8 
Washing and repairing (General 
Penitentiary) - - - 1,875 8 7 895 11 1 


The new works in progress during the year under convict 
labour supervised by master tradesmen, were 20 additional cells 
to be provided for female prisoners at the General Penitentiary, 
and 200 additional cells at the St. Catherine District Prison, the 
bricks and lime being supplied by the General Penitentiary. 
These works are still progressing. 

Sixteen prisoners died in the General Penitentiary ; of these 
two were prisoners who were in ill health when they were admitted, 
and one an infant, the offspring of a female prisoner. The death 
rate at this institution, based on a daily average population of 542 
prisoners, was 29°52 per 1,000. 

The wale prisoners in each of the prisons pursued their usual 
occupations, which include. brickmaking, lime burning, and 
quarrying, and the female prisoners of washing and repairing 
clothing for the prisons and other public institutions and private 
individuals. 

Religious services have been conducted regularly at the General 
Penitentiary by the chaplains of the various denominations 
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attached to the institution, and in the St. Catherine, Hanover, and 
Falmouth District Prisons, and the Middlesex and Surrey County 
Gaol. Provision is not made at the short term prisons at Port 
Antonio, and Black River for regular religious ministration, but 
prayers are read by the prison officers. 

School was held regularly at the General Penitentiary, the 
St. Catherine, and the Falmouth, District Prisons. 

The discipline at all the prisons has been well maintained. 

The mark system in force at the General Penitentiary continues 
to work satisfactorily. 


Vital Statistics. 


The total estimated population on the 3lst March 1893 was 
660,282, and the mean population for the year under notice is 
estimated at 655,595. It is on this estimate that the marriage, 
birth, and death rates are calculated. 

The increase by excess of births over deaths for the year was 
10,758, or 16°8 per 1,000 persons living, against a rate of 15°6 for 
the preceding year. | 

The number of marriages recorded during the year was 3,349, 
being 5°1 per 1,000 of the population, and a decrease of 56 
marriages compared with the year 1891-92, when the rate was 
5:2 per 1,000. 3 

The percentage of illiterate persons married was 52°6, being a 
slight decrease when compared with previous years. 

The births registered numbered 24,475, showing a decrease of 
269, when compared with the figures of the preceding year, and a 
rate of 37°3 per 1,000 of the population. 

Of the 24,475 births registered 14,724 were illegitimate, the 
proportion per each 100 births being 60°1. 

13,717 deaths were recorded during the year, the rate per 1,000 
of the population being 20°9. 

The total number of births in the Cayman Islands was 198, of 
deaths 51, and of marriages 39. 


General. 


The general prosperity of the Colony during the year under 
review has been fully maintained, as is shown by the Trade and 
Stamp returns; and important steps have been taken towards 
insuring its future progress; the large rivers of Portland, whose 
sudden floods after heavy rain made travelling in that parish so 
dangerous, have all been bridged. Several bridges have been 
constructed in the parishes of St. Mary and St. Thomas, and of 
the 89 bridges authorised to be built by Law 20 of 1892 one has 
been finished, 10 begun, and the plans completed and iron work 
ordered for two important bridges, one of 250 feet span, and one 
of 100 feet. 

955 miles have been taken over from the parochial roads, and 
added to the main road system at the cost of 181,183/, thus 
increasing the mileage of driving roads under the Public Works 
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Department to 1,782 miles. When we add to this number 2,322 
miles of driving roads still maintained by the parochial boards 
and 1,963 miles of bridle roads, with the rapid extension of the 
railway from the port of Kingston on the south-east coast to 
Montego Bay, on the north-west, a weekly coastal steamer 
service from port to port round the island, and a complete system 
of mail coaches, it will be seen that for internal means of 
communication Jamaica compares favourably with any island 
of its size in the world, 


I emphasize these matters because abundant means of commu- 
nicaticn and cheap and ready access to the ports are of the first 
importance to small capitalists who may be induced to try their 
fortune in the Island, or to wealthy investors whose attention may 
be turned to a Colony whose soil, climate, and social condition 
offer many inducements for secure investment of capital. 


The post office and telegraph systems are being steadily extended, 
there being now 107 post offices and 69 telegraph stations. The 
pestal order system established in 1890 has rapidly developed, 
orders to the amount of 20,3932 have been issued during the 
year under review. These postal orders are payable at all 
parochial treasuries, and at the offices of assistant collectors of 
taxes as well as by district post-masters. They are found to be 
most convenient. 


The consolidation of the quarantine laws, and the importation 
of the most approved form of disinfecting chamber, which has 
been erected at the excellent lazaretto at Green Bay, places the 
Government in a favourable position to combat the possible 
introduction of disease from outside, so far as efficient resistance 
may be hoped for from quarantine regulations. The question of 
internal sanitation has not been forgotten, and several parochial 
boards have made praiseworthy efforts to improve the sanitation 
of their districts. ‘lhe Medical Department have made timely 
arrangements to meet the possible introduction of cholera by 
laying in a large supply of necessary drugs and disinfectants and 
arranging for the immediate forwarding of any further supply 
that might become necessary. 


On the general question of sanitation, the drainage of Kingston, 
aud removal of the sewage to the sea, where it can no longer 
pollute any portion of the fine harbour, with the general recon- 
struction of the streets, are of great-importance. For this work 
Mr. Chadwick, C.M.G., whose successful drainage works in 
various parts of the world are so well known in the Colonial 
Office, has been chosen. He has visited Kingston and completed 
his plans, and within a few years Kingston will, I hope, rejoice in 
a perfect system of drainage. 

The Victoria Jubilee Hospital, built as a memorial of Her 
Majesty’s Jubilee, partly by subscription parily by grant from 
public funds, was opened in April, 1892. Besides the «nefits 
of the institution as a maternity hospital, it is being use+ as a 
training hospital for midwives, of which the various parishes 
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stand in sore need. It is hoped that as the numbers of qualified 
midwives increase the serious infant mortality may be checked, 

The passing of elementary and secondary education laws, and 
placing the management of elementary education under a board 
of 13 members, with the abolition of school fees, has given a 
great impetus to education. The details of the report show a 
large increase in the number of schools and scholars, and a 
corresponding increase of 15,843/. spent upon education. The 
board of education have framed a code under which exceptional 
advantages are promised to teachers whose pupils can pass an 
examination in elementary practical agriculture. This proviso 
may be productive of most excellent results. 

Having recapitulated the steps taken by the Government 
during the year under review to pave the way for the moral and 
material progress of the people, it remains to be seen what the 
people have endeavoured to do for themselves, either individually 
or through their local representatives in the parochial boards ; 
and no unprejudiced man can withhold a full meed of acknow- 
ledgment of the practical energy shown throughout the Island. 
_ Of the 13 chief towns of the parishes nine have already established 
water works, imposing upon themselves local rates for the purpose. 
In one the works are in progress, and of the remaining three, one 
has all but completed the necessary arrangements, and two are 
prevented by exceptional engineering difficulties. Excellent 
markets with every necessary accommodation have been, and are 
still being, erected in the various parishes. 

Among the people. the valuable lessons taught by the Jamaica 
Exhibition of 1891 have begun to bear fruit. The value of 
co-operation has been demonstrated, and local capitalists have 
invested large sums in two companies formed to push more 
vigorously the fruit trade of the Island. A new building society 
has been added to those existing before, and are all doing pros- 
perous business. An agricultural society has been formed in one 
of the parishes, and a proposal is under consideration for the 
formation of a local agricultural loan bank. All this points to a 
beginning of activity and effort. 

Ner have the people individually been backward. A request 
has been received for the services of a trained instructor to teach 
the cultivators of one of the central districts how to improve the 
preparation of their cocoa, and arrangements have been made by 
the Botanic Department to meet their wishes, Dairy farming 
has begun, and promises to become a large and paying industry 
that will materially increase the value of grazing pens. A large 
number of cheap and effective labour-saving, steel sugar-mills, of 
a kind exhibited at the exhibition, have been imported and pur- 
chased by small sugar-growers, replacing the old and wasteful 
wooden “ John Crow” Mills, reducing to a vanishing point the 
accidents to incautious attendants hitherto common, and enabling 
the owners to grow remunerative corps for local consumption. 

Several inquiries have been made by small owners for the sisal 
plants imported by my direction, as reported in my last Blue Book. 
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SEMNGs, Report. To these inquiries I have discouraged the undertaking 
898-3. of sisal cultivation until it was demonstrated that the soil and 
climate were suitable. Colonel Ward, O.M.G., a wealthy gentle- 
man, ever ready to venture any experiment that may assist the 
progress of the Island, has made a large plantation on the plains 
of Vere, and I am informed that these plants, as well as those 

planted in the Botanic Gardens, have grown extremely well. 

These plants are of the same kind as those planted, by my 
advice, in the Bahamas in 1885-86, the cultivation of which has 
since grown to such large proportions in that Colony. My 
observation shows me that we have in Jamaica a far larger area of 
suitable land than exists in the Bahamas, while the expense of 
getting the fibre to the port of export will be much less, I am 
of opinion that the cultivation will be largely extended in the 
near future, and will be a most valuable addition to the products 
of Jamaica. These facts justify the financial instinct of the 
London money-market, in which Jamaica 4 per cent. stock holds 
a position inferior only to that of Canada and the Cape. 

I have received many letters asking for information as to the 
climate, soil and possibilities of Jamaica from intending settlers 
with moderate capital. These inquiries have been answered by 
the Secretary of the Jamaica Institute, who had a list of several 
owners of sugar and other estates who have stated their readiness 
to employ for a time intending settlers with capital, on conditions 
to be settled between the parties. This is for the purpose of 
enabling such people to learn something practically of the country 
before they proceed to invest their capital. I understand that the 
system is being tried in one or two cases. 

With the exception of an epidemic of influenza of a mild type, 
the health of the community kas been good. The climate is 
excellent for such Europeans as realize that in the tropics alcohol 
is nota cooling drink. The vital statistics speak for themselves, 
and in considering them it must always be remembered that in a 
black population the mortality of young children is always 
abnormally high. 

The beauty of the island and its value as a health resort is now 
becoming widely known on both sides of the Atlantic; and as an 
instance of the law-abiding character of the people, the police 
reports show that in the parish of St. Catherine, containing a 
population of 65,000, and including the old capital, Spanish Town, 
with 5,000 inhabitants, there was not, during the Christmas week 
of 1892, a single person in custody for disorderly conduct or 
common assault. In this resumé of the general condition of the 
Island I hope I have demonstrated to those who may take an 
interest in the Colony the solid progress made in the immediate 
past and the great possibilities in store for the future. 


King’s House, . Henry A Bake, 
27th December, 1893. Governor 
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The following, among other Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial 
Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained for a few pence from 
the sources indicated on the title page :— 


ANNUAL. 

No. Colony. Year. 
Sh a a Oe, Ce es I Lenn 
76 | Bahamas - - < : ‘s -| 1892 
77 | Leeward Islands - - F: F rs 2 
78 Trinidad and Tobago - ~ = - a 
79 | Malta ‘i * = ie - z) z 
80 Gambia : - - _ . « me 
81 Straits Settlements - . - = é ri 
82 Grenada - “ : x . re = 
83 Barbados - . = . ” es - 
84 St. Vincent ~ - P é ” iM 
85 | Hong Kong - - - - - = 
86 St. Lucia - - - - = * ” 
87 | Falkland Islands - - - - ” 
88 Gold Goast a = é : - io 

89-'| Basutoland - . - - a - | 1892-93 
90 | Ceylon - - - - -. -| 1892 
91 Zululand - « * e é - e 
92 | Mauritius - - - e ws 3 -5 
93 Labuan - - - - - - ” 
94 | British Honduras - ~ - - - ”» 
95 Lagos - « - . 3 a , 
96 Sierra Leone - - * . ~ a 
97 Fiji « - - . « * . 
98 Rodrigues - - - . z E 1 
99 St. Helena - ~ - . % 5 
100 | British Bechuanaland ~ - - - | 1892-93 
101 British Guiana - E = a e »/ 
102 | Newfoundland . - - - -| 1892 
103 | Jamaica - - - - _ - | 1892-93 
104 | Victoria - - - = ° - | 1892 
105 | Bermuda - - ~ - x -| 1893 
106 Gambia - - « - é ‘ - 
107 | Hong Kong - - - ° < ~ 
108 St. Vincent Z - % * =. a 
109 Gibraltar - « 7 : = * ee 
110 Bahamas~ - - a - = oa & 
111 Turks and Caicos Islands - | . = i. 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
No. Colony. Subject. 


1 Gold Coast . 
2 Zululand % 
3 Sierra Leone - 


Economic Agriculture. 


Forests. 
Geology and Botany. 
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No. 112. LEEWARD 
IsLANDs. 
LEEWARD ISLANDS. beh 


(For Report for 1892, see Colonial Report [Annual] No. 77.) 


Sir W. F. Haynes Smita to the Marquess of Rrvon. 


Government House, Antigua, 
My Lorp, June 11, 1894. 
I AVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship the Blue 
Book of the Leeward Islands for the year 1893, accompanied by 
the full report of the Colonial Secretary. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. F. Haynes Smita. 


Colonial Secretary’s Office, Antigua, 
Bir, May 28, 1894. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Excellency my 
Report on the Returns forming the Blue Book of the Leeward 
Islands Colcny for the year 1893. 

The Customs statistics have been prepared and classified, as 
far as has been found possible, in accordance with the recommenda- 
tions of the Committee appointed in 1891, to inquire into the 
compilation of Import and Export statistics in the Colonies, and to 
facilitate reference I have added an index. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) Frep. Evans, 
His Excellency Colonial Secretary. 
Sir W. F. Haynes Smith, K.C.M.G., 


&e. &e, &e. 


I 82730. Wt. 21999. 
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REVENUE, 
The revenue yielded 137,010/.; a sum of 5,538/. more than was 


received in 1892, but 3,807/. less than the amount estimated for. 
The following table gives the figures for each Presidency. 


beer mane Actual Receipts. 


Presidency. Estimated 
1893. 
. | 1893. | 1892. 
£ £ | £ 

Antigua ara 51,794 50,881 | 52,551 
St. Kitts-Nevis - - 48,354 53,859 47,231 
Dominica - - 24,695 22,347 22,716 
Montserrat —- 4 8,547 8,371 7,609 
Virgin Islands - - 1,889 * 1,552 1,365 — 

Total = - 135,279 137,010 131,472 


For Antigua, asmaller revenue than that of 1892 was anticipated, 
but it was thought that the estimate would have been fully 
realised, that it was not is due to the non-receipt during the year 
of contributions from other Presidencies for the maintenance 
of lunatics and prisoners. The Customs and Fixcise receipts were 
both less than those of the previous year, the first 4822 and the 
latter 705/., but they were respectively 1,215/. and 7052 in excess 
of the estimates. In the tonnage dues there was a falling off of 
3761. On the other heads the revenue was maintained, 


In St. Kitts-Nevis, a revenue (53,859/.) 5,505/. in excess of the 
estimate and 6,628/. more than that of 1892 was obtained, but 
it includes an advance of 3,689/. repaid to General Revenue from 
loan funds under Ordinance No. 6 of 1893. ‘There was an 
increase of 1,386/. in the receipts, under Excise, and of 7912. under 
the statistical tax imposed by Ordinance No. 13 of 1892. 


There were small losses on some of the heads of revenue, 
which were compensated for by gains on other heads. 


Dominica, although only 3692. short of its 1892 revenue, failed 
to reach the estimate by 1,348/, The amount realised was 
22.3471, and the amount estimated 24,6952 Under Customs, 
there wasadeficiency of 1,116., which is attributed to the stoppage 
of the expenditure upon Public Works, and to the prevalence of 
smuggling. The House and Land tax receipts were 410/. less 
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than n the previous year, Under Excise, there was at) increase 
of 794/., and under liquor and still licenses an increase of 2331. 


In Montserrat, although the estimated revenue (8,547/.) was not 
fully secured,,an amount (762/.) in excess of the 1892 receipts 
(76091.) was obtained. There was an increase of 453/. in the 
Customs receipts and of 2392, in the amount received as Excise. 


In the Virgin Islands, there was an increase of 187/. over the 
receipts of 1892 (1,365/.). The increase was received under 
tonnage (98/.) and Land Tax (84l.) and is the outcome of the 
legislation of the previous year. 


EXPENDITURE. 


The expenditure was 138,2601. It exceeded the amount pro- 
vided in the estimates for the year by 4,6841., and the disbursements 
of the previous year by 6,515/. For these excesses, St. Kitts and 
-Domnica are “responsible, the former having expended 8,6211., 
more than the estimate, and 5,469/. more than in 1892, and the 
latter having similarly spent 1,622/. and 3,7432. 


In Antigua, the expenditure was only 93/. in excess of the 
amount estimated, and only 2971 more than in 1892; in Mont- 
serrat the amount spent was 497/. less than was estimated, and only 
50/. in excess of the 1892 disbursements; in the Virgin Islands 
there was 244. less spent than in 1892, and 155/. saved on the 
estimate. 


In Dominica and in the Virgin Islands, the expenditure was not 
covered by the receipts, but in the other Presidencies the revenue 
was in excess of the disbursements. 


Actual Expenditure. 


: Estimated 
d : ee ee 
Presidency 1893. 
1898. 1892. 
£ £ £ 
Antigua - - - 50,777 50,870 50,373 
St. Kitts-Nevis - - 48,354 51,975 46,506 
Dominica - - - 24,196 25,818 25,075 
Montserrat - - 8,379 7,882 7,832 
Virgin Islands - ~ 1,870 1,715 1,959 
Total - - 133,576 138,260 131,745 
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LEEWARD 
IsLanDs Revenue. 
1893. 
Presidency. Revenue. |Expenditure, Over Under 
1893. 1893. 
Expenditure. 
; £ £ £ £ 
Antigua - - - 50,881 50,870 11 wo 
St. Kitts-Nevis - - 53,859 51,975 1,884 _ 
Dominiza - - 22,347 25,818 — 3,471 
Montserrat « - 8,371 7,882 489 = 
Virgin Islands - 1,552 1,715 — 163 
Total - 137,010 138,260 2,384 8,634 


The charges on account of the Public Debt were increased by 
2,1041, and there was an increase of 2,694/., under education. 
The amount under Hospitals was reduced by 2,637/., a saving 
having been made in each Presidency, but principally at St. Kitts. 
On public works of the ordinary and recurrent kind there was 
increased expenditure to the extent of 2,365/., all but 800/. of this 
increase having occurred at St. Kitts. 


By an analysis of the expenditure, I find that the general 
administration of the Colony cost 3,3192; the collection of the 
revenue and audit, 9,022/.; the administration of justice, 9 6241. ; 
and the punishment and suppression of crime, 13,212/. On 
medical and charitable relief there was expended 25,4061. ; and on 
education, 14,3247. Post Offices, telegraphs, and telephones cost 
9,021/. ; steam communication and transport generally, 3,937/., ; and 
the ordinary and recurrent Public Works, 17,6001. 


There was out of the year’s receipts (137,0102.) a sum of 40,6141. 
directly returned to the people in medical and charitable relief, 
education, public libraries, &c 


Pusiio Dest. 


The sinking funds for the ultimate extinction of the Antigua 
Immigration (5171/.) and New Reservoir (12,200/.) loans, raised 
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under local Acts, were increased during the year by 2341 and 
444]. respectively. The debt of 8,800/, due to the St. John’s 
Savings Bank was reduced by 1002. The Wallings Reservoir 
loan (25,0001.) remains at 14,000/. as raised locally the expenditure 
on this work during 1893 having been met from current revenue 
and by advances, pending the raising of an authorised loan of 
100,000/. 


The usual accretions to the sinking funds were received by 
the St. Kitts-Nevis loans. For the sum of 5,500/. raised out of an 
authorised loan of 6,000J. for improving the town of Basseterre 
there is no sinking fund, as the Commissioners appointed to carry 
out the improvements will recover the amount by the sale of the 
vaiuable land at their disposal. 


To the sinking funds for the ultimate extinction of the loans 
yaised by Dominica and Montserrat the usual contributions were 
made. 


Pusrtic WorKs. 


The ordinary and recurrent expenditure upon Public Works 
was 14,9691., and of this sum more than half was spent upon the 
repairs and maintenance of roads, streets, and bridges. The 
éxpenditure exceeded that of 1892 by 2,364/7, and the amount 
provided during the year by 313/. 


The exceptional expenditure was only 1,800/. as against 20,6234. 
in 1892. It included 735/. for quarantine stations in Dominica ; 
2511. for repairs to the Roseau Embankment ; and 5032. for repairs 
to the Court House at St. Kitts. | 

Details are appended. 


Recurrent Expenditure. 
Exceptional 
Expenditure 


Spent Provided Spent 1893. 
1892. 1893. 1898, 
: 

£ £ £ £ 

Antigua - - . 5,381 6,061 5,729 — 
St. Kitts-Nevis - - | 4,207 4,709 5,767 605 
Dominica - : : 2,220 3,300 2,682 1,058 
Montserrat - : «| 738 546 784 90 
Virgin Islands - - 59 40 57 52 
Totai - 12,605 14,656 14,969 1,800 
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ada este pe ee Tey MeL bs | if ae St. Kitts-Nevis. Dominica. | Mots, | virgin Montserrat. = Virgin islands. ea | Monsen | virgin nants, | Tot Total. 
. £ £ z £ 

Repairs to Public buildings = - - 572 479 349 s 1,485 
Repairs to Roads and Bridges - - 3,258 3,010 1,744 15 8,638 
Water Works - - - - 1,016 403 105 — 1,590 
Fire Brigade - - - - 63 305 — — 368 
Burial Grounds ~ - - 262 213 16 _ 500 
Government Houses and Grounds - 248 18 6 — 272 
Botanical Stations - - - 225 175 297 — 752 
Other Works - - - ~ 85 1,164 115 — 1,364 

Total - - - S 5,729 Mogens Sear 2,632 os ae ae ea rie 57 ay 14,969 
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The work of the Antigua Botanical Station was carried on 
actively during the past year. Besides the ordinary sale of plants, 
a large rockery was added to the station and stocked with 
valuable succulents from Kew. A series of manurial plots were 
laid out with different kinds of vegetables, &c. The number of 
sisal plants in the nurseries was largely increased. 


In St. Kitts, the work was somewhat interfered with by the 
change of curator. The many plants put in the grounds are 
beginning to show. Very large plant sheds were erected and 
stocked with ornamental and economic plants, and the station, 
now in its second year, is rapidly assuming shape. 


The Botanical Station in Dominica has proved its usefulness by 
the very great number of economic plants sold, over 22,000 
having been sent out during the year, principally in small lots. 
This increased demand for plants has taxed the resources of 
the station to the utmost, An extra grant of 501, has been made 
for the work of the current year. 


The small Botanic garden in Montserrat was slightly enlarged, 
and new walks and seats were added. The station was without 
a curator for a good part of the year, and not much progress can 
be reported. 


Legislation. 


The General Legislative Council met at Antigua on the 7th 
December, 1898, and adjourned on the 8th to the 4th J anuary of 
the present year. One Act only was passed. This empowered 
the Governor to declare by Proclamation any prison to be closed, 
and authorised the delegation of the powers to order removals of 
prisoners. 

The local Couneils of each Presidency met frequently and at 
various times throughout the year. The Antigua Council passed 
five Acts which received assent, the St. Kitts-Nevis Councils six, the 
Dominica Assembly and the Montserrat Council four each and the 
Virgin Islands Council one. Of these 20 Acts, 17, orall but three, 
had reference to the fiscal necessities of the several Presidencies. 


The remaining three provided (a) for a Public Market in the 
town of Parham, Antigua ; (b) for the prevention of the spread 
of the swine epidemic in Antigua; and (c) for the conferring 
certain powers on the Commissioner appointed by Her Majesty 
to make inquiry into the affairs of the Island of Dominica. 


Civil Establishment. 


The Chief Justice (Sir Henry Wrenfordsley), who went on 
leave of absence on the Ist of June, 1893, did not return during 
the year. In his absence, the first Puisne Judge (Mr. Thomas 
Baynes) acted as Chief Justice, and the Solicitor-General 
(Mr, C. H. Beard) acted as Judge. 


LEEWARD 
TSUANDS. 
898. 


ee 


163 


164 


LEEWARD 
ISLANDS. 
1893. 


10 COLONIAL REPORTS.—ANNUAL. 


Mr. Oliver Smith, M.A., was appointed Attorney-General vice 
Mr. C. G. Walpole, promoted to the Chief Justiceship of the 
Bahamas. 


The Treasurer of Antigua (Mr J. F. Wylde) was pensioned, 
his office being filled by the promotion of Mr. Auchinleck, the 
Treasurer of St. Kitts, whose place was taken by Mr. James 
Burns, the harbour master and landing surveyor of Antigua. 


Mr. F. S. Wigley acted as Commissioner of St. Kitts, during 
the absence on leave of Captain J. S. Churchill, from the lst May 
to 9th November, 1893. In Dominica the Magistracy of district 
F., which was held by Mr. Le Hunte, in conjunction with his 
appointment as Commissioner, was made a separate office to which 
Mr. Roper was temporarily appointed. Mr, Garraway, the Post- 
master, succeeded Mr, Roper, and Mr. F. S. Fadelle replaced Mr. 
Garraway. Mr. W. Skinner and Mr. F. Green were respectively 
appointed Headmaster and Superintendent of the Grammar and 
Industrial Schools opened at Roseau during the year. 


There were other appointments of a minor character made 
during the year. 


PENSIONS. 


There was a net increase of 253/. Os. 4d. in the amount of the 
pension list at the end of the year. By the death of pensioners, it 
was reduced by 2451. 14s. 5d. and by new awards it was increased 
by 4987, 14s. 9d. The list is made up as follows :— 


Loh @ 
Federal Police pensions - ~ 2 aS 82 
Other Federal pensions - ~ - 798 11 6 
Antigua pensions - - - 99412 4 
St. Kitts-Nevis pensions - - - 2,016 011 
Dominica pensions - - = O01 195-1 
Montserrat pensions ~ - - 13219 1 
Virgin Islands pensions - - - 13416 2 


A sum of 4,864/. 8s. 3d. is thus annually payable by the 
Colony. 


POPULATION. 


There were 1,742 more births than deaths registered in 1893, 
and without having regard to migration, as to which there are no 
records, thé population is thus increased from 129,591, at the end 
of 1892, to 131,333 at the end of 1893. 
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In Antigua, the population appears to remain almost stationary, 
but in the other islands a gradua. and steady increase is shown. 
In the number of marriages celebrated during the year, an increase 
is shown by the return of each island, except that of Antigua, where 
the number is less by 35 than in 1892, and lower than it has been 
for some years. 


Out of the 5,407 births recorded, no less than 3,128 or 57°8 per 
cent. were illegitimate. 


Population. | Births, Deaths. | Population 
ee on $list | Marriages 

1891. 1892. | Since registered. i pe ae 
Antigua - - 36,380 36,116 1,480 1,377 36,219 166 
Barbuda’ - 582 582 39 19 602 8 

Redonda - - 120 120 _ _ 120 — 
St. Kitts - - $1,243 $1,366 1,386 998 31,754 194 
Nevis- ° - 18,163 18,394 663 886 18,671 109 
Anguilla - - $,699 3,728 142 $2 8,838 17 
Dominica - - 27,073 27,397 963 516 27,844 77 
Montserrat - . 11,755 12.072 532 266 12,338 67 
Virgin Islands -| 4,719 4,816 202 7 4,947 24 
Colony -| 128,734 129,591 5,407 3,665 131,333 662 


—___—_—_—_—_—_—_—— nn ne, 


Births. Deaths. 


1891, | 1892. | 1893. 1891, | 1892, | 1893. 

Antigua - - 1,418 1,251 1,480 1,338 1,515 1,377 
Barbudu - - 37 _ 89 30 _ 19 
St. Kitts - - 1,425 1,317 1,386 1,237 1,194 998 
Nevis > ° 622 581 663 450 350 386 
Anguilla = - . 138 9 142 103 63 82 
Dominica - . 838 826 963 510 502 516 
Montserrat - : 485 504 532 4038 187 266 
Virgin Islands . 190 166 202 92 69 val 
Colony - 5,148 4,737 5,407 4,163 3,880 3,666 
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EDUCATION. 


During the year, the number attending primary schools has once 
more steadily increased, the numbers on the registers rising 
from 21,507 to 23,124, an increase of 1,614, and the average 
attendance going up from 10,188 to 11,439, an increase of 1,251. 
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These numbers would have been greater had it not been for the 
impossibility, owing to the want of sufficient accommodation in 
many districts, of carrying out the provisions of the Compulsory 
Education Act to the fullest extent desirable. In the last five 
years, the number of the children on the rolls has been nearly 
doubled, while the average attendance is rapidly advancing to the 
same point. ‘The number of children examined in 1893 was 
9,498, as against 6,391 in 1892. 

The private schools in the compulsory districts have been 
subjected to strict supervision, and have been registered in accord- 
ance with Act No. 7 of 1891. 

Technical education has occupied the attention of the Legislatures, 
and votes for that purpose have been passed in Antigua and 
Montserrat. 

Large sums for the enlargement of, and improvement of, the 
school buildings have been given to Managers in St. Kitts and 
Nevis. 

A Grammar School was opened in Dominica at the commence- 
ment of the year and has met with great success. In the same 
island, an industrial school for Roman Catholic boys was 
established. 

By the admission of 27 boys during the year, the total number . 
of boys passed into the training school at Skerretts since its 
>opening in June, 1891 reached 206, Of th:s total, 46 per cent. 
were sent to the school for theft, instead of being committed to 
prison, and 40 per cent. were homeless. On admission 70 per 
cent. could neither read nor write, ten per cent. knew the alphabet, 
eight per cent. could read and write imperfectly, and the remaining 
12 per cent. were able to read and write well. At the end of 
1893, there were 163 boys remaining, 21, who were Roman 
Catholics having been transferred to the industrial school 
opened at Roseau, Dominica, in January, 1893, for the boys of 
this religion, eight having been discharged, and 14 having died. 
The cost per head is about 10d.a day. In addition to tailoring, 
cooking, &. and looking after a stock farm, consisting of 18 
horses, 55 cattle, 58 pigs, and 17 sheep, the boys are engaged in 
cultivating about 100 acres cf land. They are drilled almost 
daily and have a fixed number of hours set apart for school. A 
fife and drum and a brass band have been formed from among 
the boys. In the school at Roseau, Dominica, there were 27 boys 
at the end of 1893, eight were admitted in addition to the 21 sent 
from Antigua, one was discharged and one was sent back to the 
Antigua School. About 80 acres of land were brought into 
cultivation, three acres were planted in cocoa, about nine acres in 
limes and about three acres in oranges. Other land is being 
planted experimentally. There were no deaths during the year. 

The training school for girls at Scotts Hill, Antigua, received 
24 girls during the year, bringing the tetal to 49. There was 
one death, and 6 were discharged, Of those admitted, 18 could 
neither read nor write. 
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Imports AND Exports. 


The Imports and Exports were valued at 1,025,174. the trade 
being distributed as follows :— | 


; Imports Exports Total 
Countries. from to Trade. 
£ £ £ 

United Kingdom - - - 224,623 59,538 284,161 
British North America - - - 26,467 44,048 70,515 
Barbados - - - 21,262 2,892 24,154 
Other British Colonies - - : 2,919 1,125 4,044 
United States of America - - 154,009 406,961 560,970 
Other Foreign Countries - - 11,599 | 27,540" 39,139 
440,879 542,104 982,983 
Islands of the Colony - - - 20,006 22,185 42,191 
Total - - - - 460,885 564,289 1,025,174 


To meet as far as possible the recommendations made by the 
Committee appointed in 1891 to inquire into the compilation of 
Import and Export Statistics in the Colonies, certain percentages 
to represent the cost of freight, insurance and packages, have been 
added to the invoice value of the various entries of import. A 
memorandum showing the percentages allowed will be found with 
the returns in the Blue Book. 


Classified in accordance with the recommendations of the 
Committee above-mentioned, the trade was made up as shown 
hereunder :— 


Articles. | Imports, Exports. | Total. 
en ped ee es ee 
£ £ £ 

Live animals - - - - 6,914 4,012 10,926 

Food - - - - - 157,154 521,643 678,797 

Drink - - - - - 13,333 5,786 19,119 

Narcotics - - - - 3,943 581 4,524 

Raw materials - - - - 18,613 4,130 22,743 

Manufactured textile articles - - 94,843 644 95,487 

e metal articles - - 33,501 — 341 33,842 

Other manufactures’ - - . 104,548 4,558 109,106 

. 432,849 541,695 | 974,544 

Islands of the Colony - - 18,476 22,185 40,661 

Coin and bullion - =» eae 9,560 409 | 9,969 

Motil “oe — 2 ‘ 460,885 564,289 | 1,025,174 


Particulars as to the value of the trade of each island under 
specified heads, and as to the countries with which such trade took 
place, are given in the six following tables, 
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beg 
a) 
Imports, 
Countries. | Antigua. | St. Kitts-Nevis. Dominica. Montserrat. | Virgin Islands. Total. 
£ £ £ & £ £ 
United Kingdom 2 - - 89,217 88,967 34,008 12,125 306 224,623 
British North America - - - 9,610 14,317 595 1,945 —_ 26,467 
Barbados - = ~ - 5,457 2,745 9,686 8,311 63 21,262 
Other British Colonies - - | 1,011 1,269 489 150 —_ 2,919 
United States of America - - 64,666 72,5382 13,038 8,560 213 154,009 
Other Foreign Countries = = 1,140 2,961 4,048 291 3,159 11,599 
Total - eich lene . PP iiaeeees ace otis me 61,864 Kite 21,382 i ama! epee. ‘ite 
Islands of the Colony - - 7,880 1,401 2,688 7,943 144 20,006 


ef eccers c Bees  | s » cae | ae PE ET 


Total - e - - 178,931 184,192 64,552 29,325 3,885 460,885 
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Exports, 


Countries. | Antigua. | St. Kitts-Nevis. Dominica. Montserrat. Virgin Islands. Total.. 
£ £ £ £ £ £ 
Usited Kingdom - - 1,844 20,588 26,428 10,678 — 59,538 
British North America - 21,070 17,392 1,574 4,012 - 44,048 
Barbados - = - 430 635 1,701 126 a 2,892 
Other British Colonies - - 374 602 81 68 _ 1,125 
United States of America - 159,604 213,594 19,283 14,480 406,961 
Other Foreign Countries a 4,311 15,577 2,566 992 4,104 27,540 
Total - : - 187,633 268,388 51,623 30,356 4,104 542,104 
Islands of the Colony’ - 12,237 5,411 2,129 2,359 49 22,185 
if 
Total - A : 199,870 273,799 53,752 32,715 4,153 564,289 
a) 
om & 
or s 
4 > 
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Articles. 


Live animals - - 
Food - - - 
Drink - - 
Narcotics - - 


Raw materials - 


Manufactured textile articles 


a metal articles 


Other manufactures - 


Total 


Islands of the Colony 


Coin and bullion - 


Total 


£ 
859 
17,786 


5,000 


; 9,784 
b 315 
: 1,757 
: 90,282 
. 31,134 
: 64,703 
* 216,620 


Jnited | British North 
Kingdom. 


IMPORTS. 
Anioeibas Barbados. 
£ £ 

751 652 
18,191 11,024 
237 1,256 
— 2 
4,680 622 
902 1,253 
45 498 
1,661 5,925 
26,467 21,232 
_ 30 


Other British | United States | Other Foreign 
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Colonies. of America. Countries, Total. 

£ £ £ £ 

118 4,113 421 6,914 

721 105,602 3,830 157,154 

343 177 1,536 13,333 

52 3,307 267 3,943 

6 10,614 934 18,613 

68 1,982 356 94,843 

69 1,803 452 33,501 

1,542 26,911 3,806 104,548 

2,919 154,009 11,602 432,849 

a8 = ie 18,476 

4,530 — oe 9,560 

ie re = 460,885 
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Articles. 


Live Animals ~ - 


Food = = = 


Drink =. 2 a 
Narcotics - - - 
Raw materials - - 
Manufactured textile articles 
Ns metal articles 


Other manufactures - 
Total - - - 
Islands of the Colony - 


Coin and bullion - = 


Total = - 


United 
Kingdom. 


Exports. 


British North Biota Other British | United States | Other Foreign Total 
America. oe Colonies. of America. Countries, ga 
£ £ £ £ £ 
— 274 95 aa 3,370 4,012 
43,686 1,562 771 403,243 19,969 521,643 
35 ra 5 48 1,647 5,786 
= = — — 578 581 
1 780 10 2,655 652 4,130 
— 170 1 — 424 644 
200 32 — 6 45 341 
126 84 35 1011 649 4,558 
44,048 2,892 917 406,963 27,334 541,695 
pat 200 — _— 209 409 
ant as ne —_ = 564,289 


| 
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Articles. 


a 


Live animals 

Food - 

Drink - 

Narcotics 

Raw materials - = 

Manufactured textile articles 
~ metal articles 


Other manufactures - 


Total - - 
Islands of the Colony 


Coin and bullion - 


Total 


| Antigua. | 


Imports. 


St. Kitts-Nevis. 


Dominica. 


£ 
2,648 
67,575 
5,611 
1,881 
7,295 
26,946 
14,364 


41,781 


168,101 


178,931 


43,253 


11,971 


43,945 


pe 


182,791 


184,192 


——w 


£ 
68 
16,691 
2,501 
946 
2,302 
16,505 
4,889 


12,962 
h EE 


56,864 
2,688 


5,000 


64,552 


| Montserrat. 


| 
| 


ed 
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Vrigin Islands. 


£ 
6,914 
157,154 
13,333 
3,943 
112 18,613 
412 94,843 
142 33,501 
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3,741 432,849 


104,548 


460,885, 
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Articles. 


EXPORTS. 


Live animals - ~ 
Food - - - 
Drink - - - 
Narcotics - - 
Raw materials - - 
Manufactured textile articles 
> metal articles 


Other manufactures - 


Tctal - - 
Islands of the Colony 


Coin and bullion ~ 


Total - - 


Antigua. St. Kitts-Nevis. Dominica. Montserrat. | Virgin Islands. | Total 
£ £ £ & £ £ 
402 158 125 278 38,149 4,012 
186,191 261,341 44,314 29,333 464 521,643 
13 5,685 88 = ~_ 5,786 
— 47 531 3 _ 581 
23 291 8,432 26 358 4,130 
166 35 443 — _ 644 
217 —_ 85 18 21 341 
421 831 2,496 698 112 4,558 
187,433 268,388 51,414 30,356 4,104 541,695 
12,237 5,411 2,129 2,359 49 22,185 
200 — 209 — — 409 
199,870 273,799 53,752 32,715 4,153 264,289 
i & 
ie) 
be 


SaNVIS] 
Guy MaW'T 


"IVONNY—sLaiodadu ITWINOTOO 


61 


ELt 


174 


LEEWARD 
ISLANDs, 
4893. 


20 COLONIAL REPORTS.—ANNUAL- 


Nearly §ths of the trade of the Colony was with the United 
Kingdom and the United States of America, the value of that 
with the latter country being twiee that of the trade with the 
former country. Half the imports came from the United Kingdom 
while 4ths of the exports went to the United States. The figures 
are given in the first table. To make a fair comparison between 
the value of the import trade in 1893, and that of any previous 
year, it would be necessary to add to the returns of the past the 
percentage allowanees made in the statistics of the year under 
review, but as there would be no adequate result for the great 
amount of the time required in thus treating in their entirety the 
statistics of any past year, I have only selected for comparison 
those imports of the year 1892 which show the highest total 
values, and to those I have added the same percentages given in 
1893 returns. The comparative tables are appended. 


United Kingdom. 
Increase or Decrease 
in 1893. 
Articles. 18938. 1892. 
Increase. | Decrease. 
£ £ £ £ 
Rice - - . - 6,818 8,348 no 1,530 
Spirits “ s 5,170 6,749 = 1,579 
Cottons, woollens, linen - 66,044 74,458 — 8,414 
Haberdashery and millinery - 36,745 33,595 3,148 _ 
Hardware - * - 19,167 23,959 —_ 4,792 
Sugar machinery - - 12,770 8,772 3,998 _ 
Boots and shoes - - 8,869 10,571 — 1,702 
Manures - - - 19,044 15,948 — 8,096 
Packages - - - 5,497 8,178 2,319 _ 
Soap and tallow - - 4,771 4,764 7 _— 


United States of America. 


FIncrease or Decrease 


in 1893. 
Articles. 1892, 1892. 
Increase. | Decrease. 

£ £ £ £& 
Hour - = - - 57,854 59,240 —_ 1,386 
Meal : : . 12,199 13,384 tek 1,185 
Corn - - - - 10,455 11,789 _ 1,334 
Oleomargarine - - 4,527 2,076 2,451 a 
Pork - - - - 17,429 17,910 — 481 
Pitch-pine = - - 7,221 5,924 1,297 _ 
White pipe and spruce “ 7,144 8,182 — 1,038 
Oil meal and oileake - . 8,138 8,029 109 -- 
Shovks . * : 5,065 3,779 1,286 _ 
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From the above, it will be seen that, while there was a consider- 
able falling off in thé value of the cottons, woollens, linens, 
hardware, and manures imported from the United Kingdom, 
there was an increase in the imports of haberdashery, millinery, 
and sugar machinery. From the United States, we appear to have 
received the usual imports without much variation. In the 
value of the imports received from British North America and 
Barbados there was a falling off. With regard to the export 
trade, I append tables which show the values of the principal 
articles exported to the United Kingdom and to the United States 


of America. 


Exports to the United Kingdom. 


cic nee 
Increase or Decrease 
in 1893. 
Articles. 1893. 1892. 


Increase. | Decrease. 
ne ee ee See Se eae 


= £ 13,382 7,857 5,525 oa 
Cocoa- - < { Ibs. 651,297 397,911 253,886 
Limes and lime juice £ 16,983 12,639 4,844 She 
£ 18,748 32,800 — 14,052 
Sugar- —- - 1 tons. 1,269 3,082 ne 1,813 
£ 4,051 7,189 — 3,138 
Bum = : P { Gaile. 77,753 132,884 — 55,131 


Exports to the United States of America. 


A tt tenes 
Infrease or Decrease 
in 1898. 


Articles. 1893. 1892. 
Increase. | Decrease. 


RN eee a ee areas (dee kl 
| 


Limes and lime juice - £ 6,479 55 6,424 — 
£ 390,493 367,082 23,411 ma 
Sugar = - \Tons.| 31,275 32,387 — 1,112 
£ | — 8,806 3,061 745 aie! 
Molasses - ; { puns, 1,243 1,061 182 Ss, 
] 


ee ee ee Se ee 

The total value of the exports to the United Kingdom and 
to the United States is returned at 59,5387. and 406,9612. 
respectively, and in the above tables the exports are detailed for 
each country to the value of 53,1641, and 400,778/. respectively. 
The total value of the exports to British North America was 


44,0481, ; it was made up of sugar to the value of 25,140/., and of 


molasses valued at 17,162. 
That the trade between the several islands of the Colony has 


developed, fostered as it has been by the increased facilities for 
communication by the subsidized steamer “ Tyne,” will ke 
apparent on reference to the following table. 
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1,341 


1,403 


2,708 
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Se 


13,875 


Imports to. 
1891. | 1892. 
£ £ 
7,368 8,210 
1,333 710 
2,608 2,538 

3,007 4,084 
615 234 
14,931 15,776 
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Presidency. 

1893. 1893. | 1892. 1891. | 1890. 

£ | £ £ £ £ 
7,830 Antigua f aa - | 12,237 5,894 5,697 4,416 
1,401 St. Kitts-Nevis - ~ - - 5,411 6,410 6,388 7,147 
2,688 Dominica - a ‘ -| 2,129 o507 (| - 1,581 1,669 
7,943 Montserrat - = - - 2,359 2,785 1,835 808 
144 Virgin Islands - . - - - 49 190 78 63 
20,006 — 22,185 17,806 15,529 14,103 
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Gaols and Prisoners. 


There were, according to the returns, 1,687 persons received 
into the six common gaols of the Colony. Of these, one was 
committed for debt, and 92 for safe custody till trial, or in default 
of surety. ‘There were, in addition, 49 convicted of offences by the 
superior courts, 270 peremptorily imprisoned by tle magistrates, 
and 1,275 committed by the magistrates for non-payment of fines. 
The total was made up of 1,014 men, 671 women, and two 
juveniles. The number of juveniles admitted has very sensibly 
diminished since the opening of the training or industrial schools, 
as these institutions now receive nearly all those who were formerly 
sent to gaol. 

The following table shows the number of prisoners committed 
to each gaol, but, in addition to the 632 received at Antigua, there 
were 76 men, and 20 women, transferred to this gaol from the other 
gaols of the Colony, making the total 728. 


Convictions. Antigua. |St. Kitts.| Nevis. | Dominica. |Montserrat. eet: Total. 
By Superior Courts 21 17 2 8 1 — 49 
By Magistrates - 589 383 75 424 66 8 1,545 
610 400 77 432 67 8 L594 

For five years or 
more - - 4 = — — _ — 4 

For one year or 
more =. - 18 8 2 5 _ _ 28 

For more than 
three months - 17 29 _ 16 2 1 65 

thre months 
el less - - 576 363 75 411 65 7 1,497 
610 400 7 | aga 67 8 1,594 

Safe ; custody, de- 

fault of surety or 
oe ee 15 7 47 2 x 93 
Total - - 632 415 84 479 69 | 8 | 1,687 


Asa large proportion of the short-sentence prisoners are on 
commitment transferred to Antigua for punishment it is to this 
gao!, one should look for indications of improvement, and it is 
satisfactory to find that the daily average number in the gac! has 
fallen from 135 in 1891, to 116 in the year under review. The 
Antigua prison, owing to alterations in progress, may be said to be 
in a state of transition, but when its solitary system is complete, 
and the proposed structural changes made, there will follow 
stricter discipline and a siill further reduction in the daily average. 
Fight associated wards were converted into 35 separate confine- 
ment cells, each with an air space of 796 cubic feet, and for the 
floors and ceilings of wood, concrete was substituted. 

A wash-house, providing a cell for each woman to perform the 
prison washing in, was put up, the kitchen was considerably 
enlarged to enable bread and biscuit to be made for the Public 
institutions, a warders’ mess-room built, the Prison Hospital 
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improved and quarters for the Assistant Matron erected. A new 
system of locks was introduced and numerous other improvements 
were effected. To enable the solitary system to be properly 
carried out, it will be necessary to provide new quarters for the 
Keeper and his Assistant. This being done, the prison could be 
made to contain 160 cells. Then, with an extension of the yard 
space, there would be required only to make the Prison ‘one 
which would, I believe, amply and satisfactorily supply ‘all the 
needs of the Culouy, a set of workshcps and store-rooms, a 
Chapel and some accommodation for criminal lepers. The work 
could be carried out, as all recent alterations have been, by the 
prisoners and their officers. 

In the St. Kitts Prison, as at Antigua, better arrangements were 
made for the more complete separation of the sexes. 

The total number of admissions to’ the hospital was 87. In 
Antigua the daily average in hospital was five or 43 per cent. of 
the average number in prison each day, inclusive of the 96 from the 
other prisons, and in Dominica it was also five, but 15°1 per cent. 
of the number in prison. In St. Kitts, with a daily average of 23 
in prison, the average in hospital was 0°73. 

‘ihe punishments numbered 1,138 and were less numerous 
than last year. Three men only received ‘corporal punishment. 
There were no deaths or escapes, except at Antigua where there 
were three deaths among the males and one escape. A coroner's 
inquest was held in each case of death, in one case a verdict of 
death from debility was recorded, in the other cases diarrhoea, 
The prisoner (who escaped while at work outside the prison at 
Antigua) was rec ptured. 

The Prison Service cost the Colony 4,126/. 7s. Od. 

Under the authority of an Act passed during the year, a 
Proclamation was issued declaring the prison at Nevis to be 


cl. ised. 


CRIMINAL STATISTICS. 


During the year 17,807 cases were reported to the police and of 
these all but two are stated to have been brought before the 
Magistrates. ‘The numbers were distributed over the Colony, and 
the offences divided as shown below. 


— | Antigua. de eee Dominica. |Montserrat. Pebodit i Total. 
Offences against | 1,515 1,926 547 228 27 4,248 
the person - - 
Preedial Larceny - 332 263 204 82 2 833 
Offences against 
property other 
than predial 
larceny - - 406 1,073 390 148 27 2,044 
Other Offences - 8,527 2,735 4,040 808 77 10,687 
Totals - - 5,780 | 5,997 5,181 718 183 17,807 


nen ee EEUU ann nS SUU pS 
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Including those remaining over from last year, (218), the 
Magistrates had 18,023 cases in all to deal with and hereunder is 
given the nature of the cases and the manner of their disposal. 


F Committed 
Discharged) pjsmissed 3 ial in |Undi ad 
for want of| Dismissed | Convicted. | *2° trial in | Undispose 
Evidence, | 07 merits. yf iaecieds of 
Offences against the person - | 1,583 1,122 1,582 34 28 
Preedial larceny - . 809 128 398 2 4 
Offences against property other 
than preedial larceny - - 886 476 625 43 71 
Other offences - - 3,561 2,504 4,620 3 44 
Total - - #8 6,339 4,230 7,225 82 147 


Of the 7,225 persons convicted, 5,513 were fined, 1,189 
imprisoned in lieu of fine or surety, 293 peremptorily imprisoned, 
24 whipped, and 206 bound over. 


~The following table details the offence for which there were 
summary convictions and shows the kind of punishment inflicted 
for the offences :— 


Assaults |yaticious |Predial| Offences | Offences | Offences 


and against | against 
: off THiori H | Other 
Punishment. against njurles! Tar- | against Pra 8 a ig peat Total. 
the Social | Servants , 
Person. |Property. ceny. /Property. Economy. hota: 
Fine - - 1,163 33 223 894 1,722 298 1,680 5,513 
Imprisonment in 
lieu of fine or 
surety - 280 14 102 92 152 112 437 1,189 
Peremptory im- 
prisonment - 81 2 63 | 88 19 2 38 293 
Whipping - 4 zl 10 1 1 _ 7 24 
Bound over or 
other trivial 
punishment - 54 _ _ — 100 _ 52 206 
1,582 50 398 575 1,994 412 2,214 7,225 


The Judges, in addition to the 82 cases sent to them by the 
magistrates during the year, had 22 remaining over from 1892, or 
104 in all to dispose of. Judgment for the Crown was given in 
60 cases, and for the prisoner in 23, ight cases fell through for 
want of prosecution or were thrown out by the Grand Jury, and 
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13 remained to be heard. The nature of the crimes is shown in 
the following statement. 


Judgment for | Found | Case fell | Not dis- | . 
Nature of the Offences. hace cas anaes, |e eicbvat H Total. 
i . f, 
Crown. | Prisoner Reet: ieee li at 
Murder (other than wife and 
children murder) - _ 1 _ _ 1 2 
Manslaughter - - - 1 _ ~ _ - 1 
Attempt at Murder . - 1 2 _ ih - 4 
Rape . - - - _ _ _ — 2 
Unnatural Crimes - - _ 1 _ _ _ 1 
Other offences against the 
person - - 14 5 _ 3 nt 23 
Malicious Injuries to property - Z 3 — 1 1 12 
Preedial larceny - - 17 4 _ 2 | 5 28 
Other offences against pro- 
perty - - 16 5 _ 1 _ 22 
Miscellaneous - - - 2 2 —_ _ 5 9 
60 23 co 8 13 104 


The number of the convictions by the magistrates in each 
Presidency, with the nature of the punishment inflicted, and the 
Superior Court statistics of the Presidencies, are given here- 
under, 


Magistrates. 

ss Antigua. a Dominica. |Montserrat. ARG Total. 

Fined - - 1,595 2,230 1,434 218 36 5,518 

Imprisoned in lieu Ah 339 828 46 2 1,189 
of fine - . 

Peremptorily im- 114 87 67 21 4 298 
prisoned - - 

Whipped - - = 9 10 5 — 2 

Bound Over - 17 33 126 2 28 206 

2,200 2,698 1,965 292 70 7,225 


—_—— 
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Judges. 
ho Se eee 
—=— Antigua. ates Dominica. |Montserrat. Ahhh Total. 
Remaining from 
1892 - - 6 6 - _ _- 22 
Committed for trial 
1893 - . 22 41 17 2 _ 82 
Total - - 38 47 17 2 _ 104 
Convicted - - 22 27 9 2 _ 60 
Acquitted - - 8 8 7 _ — 23 
Fell through - 2 5 1 _ — 8 
Undisposed of - 6 7 - _ _ 18 
38 47 17 2 _ 104 


Although the cases reported to the Police in 1893 exceeded 
those of 1892 by 819, the number of convictions by the Magistrates 
was less by 466, it was in fact, as the following figures will show, 
smaller than in any of the previous four years. 


ae | 1893. | 1892, | 1891. | 1890. | 1889. 
Offences against person - 1,582 1,518 680 1,557 1,909 
Preedial larceny - - 398 3938 1,533 377 284 
Offences against prop erty other 
than predial larceny - 635 724 960 483 862° 
Other offences’ - - . 4,610 5,056 4,828 6,004 5,839 
Total : = : 7,225 7601 | 8,001 | 9421 | 8804 


In the Superior Courts, there were only 82 cases received from 
the magistrates for hearing, as against 121 in the previous year ; 
while the number of convictions fell from 78 in 1892, to 60 in 
1893. 

The appended table exhibits, I think, a commendable absence of 
serious crime in a Colony of 131,000 inhabitants. 


Total — 
—- 1889. | 1890. | 1891. | 1392 | 1893. | in Five 
Years. 
Murder or attempted 
murder - - 1 1 1 3 1 4 
Manslaughter - - 1 2 a 2 1 6 
Concealment of birth - 1 Sole 1 2 Lé ‘ 
Abortion - - —_ = Ta wh ie or 
Rape - - * 1 2 1 3 2 9 


Unnatural crimes - — Are ae 1 be : 
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Total in 
_—_— 1889. 1890. 1891. 1892. 1893. Five 
Years. 
Other offences against 
the person - - 29 32 40 25 14 
Malicious injuries to 
property - r 3 _ 13 1 7 
Predial larceny - 4 10 17 9 17 
Robbery with violence - —_- 3 1 — 
Other offences against 
property - - 23 18 31 26 16 
Miscellaneous offences - 2 4 *35 5 2 
65 76 142 78 60 


* Thirteen cases of unlawful assembly in the Virgin Islands. 


Hospitals. 


Excluding 135 cases of yaws treated at Dominica in the Yaws 
Hospital, 3,340 were attended during the year in the various 
hospitals of the Colony. The deaths numbered 451, the cases 
completely cured 1,291, and those partially cured or relieved 
1,128. 

The two tables appended give details :— 


———- 


Remain- |aamittea Discharged. 


2 : a 
ing a i Soya . ing a 
sis ae, ay end of we , Not Died. end of 
of 1892. 1893. Cured. | Relieved. improved. 1893. 
peneacestacint tii painted I AAT LEE TCLS 
Male - 69 669 181 409 _ 181 67 
Antizua { 
Female 58 681 80 449 —- ” 487 73 
Cunning- ae . 42 498 382 52 - 43 63 
ham Female 56 420 290 54 2 49 81 
Male - 14 119 68 32 3 13 7 
Pogson 
pe tibia 4 131 72 38 4 WW 4 
Male - 14 50 19 7 1 16 91 
Nevis 1 
Female 20 47 9 22 _ 9 27 
Male - 15 199 152 80 4 14 14 
Roseai 
ack: ee q 91 64 19 4 8 3 
Male - 25 17 7 3 1 5 26 
Montserrat 
Female 37 32 16 8 2 if 36 
Virgin Is- Male - e $ - = i , 4 
lands (Female 8 al _ ao —. 1 8 
Total - : 382 2,958 1,291 1,128 21 451 454 
Yaws Male - 16 61 59 —_ _ — 18 
(Dominica) ( female| 20 38 mm _ ink et 4 
Total - - - 418 8,057 1,894 1,123 21 451 486 


i a 


s 
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Medical. Surgical. Obstructural. | Special senses. 

Cases. | Deaths.| Cases. | Deaths.) Cases. | Deaths.| Cases. | Deaths. 

Antigua - - - 792 254 254 8 157 1 274 5 
Cunningham - ~ 199 48 610 42 8 _ 199 2 
Pogson . - - 134 21 78 6 8 _ 58 3 
Nevis . - - 75 19 31 8 10 _ 15 3 
Roseau si ‘ -| 148 20 | 105 1 a a ie, 1 
Montserrat - . - 105 6 5 5 _ - 1 1 
Virgin Islands - - 14 2 1 _ _ _ = = 
Yaws - - “ - - _ _ _ _ - 135 - 
Total - * - | 1,462 370 1,084 65 191 1 738 15 


Lunatic Asylums.—Sixty-eight males and 70 females were 
treated as lunatics during the year. ‘There are two asylums which 
serve for the Colony. Both are in Antigua, one, that at Rat 
Island, receiving all patients in the first intsance, the other, that 
at the Ridge, being reserved for convalescents. At Rat Island, 
109 patients were treated, of these 12 were discharged cured, and 
13 were sent to the Ridge Asylum for observation prior to being 
discharged. From the Ridge, nine patients were discharged cured. 
There were 29 deaths at Rat Island and three at the Ridge. 

In 1892, nurses trained in the Holberton Hospital were sent to 
the Asylum to attend upon the sick, and a more liberal diet scale 
was provided, nevertheless there was no diminution in the death- 
rate and application was therefore made to the Legislative Council 
for funds to enable certain alterations being made in the buildings 
with a view to the improvement of their sanitary condition, and 
these having been readily granted, the buildings were completely 
“outted” and a collection of small ill-ventilated cells converted 
into five spacious dormitories thoroughly well ventilated. 


Rat Island Asylum. 


Mont- Virgin | 


St. Kitts- 
serrat. Islands. Total. 


Nevis Dominica. 


Antigua. 
M. | F. M. | F. M. | ¥. M. | ¥. u. |v | a. | F. 


| 


Remaining end of 1892 = Og 18 6 8 eA do 1 3 4| 8 28} 42 
Admitted in 1893 - -| 10 8 5 5 3] 4 2 2] —| =} 207.19 

Total - - -| 20 | | 11| 13{ 10] 14; 3] 5] 4] 8 | 48 | 61 
Sent to the Ridge - - 3 4 1 2 2); — 1j—-j]- 4 9 
Discharged - - - 3 2 2 2 q 1/—} —-] — 1 6 8 
Died - . - - 2 5 4 5 4 5 1/— 3 — | 14) 15 
Remaining end of 1893 -| 7 | 15 4 4 5 6 2 4 1 2 | 24; 31 
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The Ridge Asylum. 


St. Kitts- Mont- Virgin | Total. 


Antigua Nevis. Dominica. serrat. Islands. | 
am, |. | x F | ¥ M. | F M . |. | 
Remaining end of 1892 -{ 10 9; 6 3 3 1 il 1 —{ —|} 20} 14 
Admitted in 1893 - - 3 4 1 2 -~ 2 _ s | _ _— 4 9 
Total - - 39 Is Boe (6 4 ele, FS) 24 | 23 
Discharged - - 3 2/ —!| 8 —| 1 le et A 3 6 
Died - . - -| 2) —| —}|1]—-}| —} -]| -]| —| -]| 2] 2 
Remaining end of 1893 - 8 li 7 1 3 2 i | 2 _— _ | 19] 16 


Leper Asylums. 


There were 40 lepers under treatment in Antigua during 1893. 
of these, 11 were new cases. Eight died of the disease and two 
were discharged. One of those who died, a female, was admitted 
in 1870 and at her death was 56 years of age. In St. Kitts, to 
the 66 cases remaining at the end of 1892, there were added seven 
during 1898. There were as in Antigua, eight deaths and two 
inmates discharged. 

Leprosy was the cause of death in four cases only. Details for 
each asylum are given hereunder. 


Antigua. St. Kitts. 
Male. | Female. | Total. _ Male. | Female. Total. 
Remaining end of 
1892 - - 14 15 29 39 27 66 
Admitted in 1893 - 6 5 11 6 ah V4 
Total - - 20 20 40 45 28 | Hf 
Discharged - . 1 1 2 1 1 2 
Died - - - 5 8 8 8 _ 8 
Remaining end of 
1893 - - 14 16 30 36 27 63 
METEOROLOGICAL. 


The following comparative statements, made up from the Blue 
Book returns, may be of some interest as illustrating the varying 
climatie conditions of the several islands of the Colony. The 
Thermometer readings are the means of the daily observations at 
the seat of the Government or principal town in each of the 
islands mentioned, and the rainfall also represents that at these 
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towns in 1893. The largest rainfall (87:79 inches) was in 
Dominica, the smallest (88°17 inches) in Anguilla, In Antigua, 
October, with 7-98 inches, was the wettest month; in St. Kitts it 
was September with 6°74 inches; in Dominica, June with 13°39 
inches ; in Tortola (Virgin Islands) May with 11°78 inches; and 
in Anguilla, October with 7°47 inches, 

The average rainfall over 54 stations in Antigua was 38°53 
inches or 6°73 inches ‘below the average of the last 20 years. In 
St. Kitts, over 28 stations, the average was 56°75 inches ; in 
Dominica, over 11, it was 127:23 inches, 209°42 inches having 
fallen at one place (Shawford) during the year, and in Mont- 
serrat, over four stations, 71°31. 

The greatest variation in the monthly average of the minimum 
shade temperature was shown in Dominica, where it ranged from 
61° in March to 76° in August. In Antigua it varied from 67°7° 
in January to 74°7° in August, and in St. Kitts from 69°17° in 
March to 74°74° in July. 

The highest recorded monthly average of the maximum shade 
temperature was 90°50° (August) in St. Kitts, and the lowest 81° 
(in February and in March) in Dominica. In Antigua the 
Thermometer ranged from 67°7° (monthly minimum) in January 
to 89°3° (monthly maximum) in August. The lowest recorded on 
any day was 60° on February 8th to 9th, and the highest 92°, on 
ten occasions, viz.: August 3, 9,10, 14, 21,24, September 30th, 
October Ist, 9th, and 10th. 

In St. Kitts, the minimum was 69°17° in March and the 
maximum 90°50° in August. In Dominica, they were 61° and 86° 
respectively (September and October). 

The Colony has been most fortunate in escaping the violence 
of the numerous cyclones which have originated near, or passed 
close to, the islands during the year. The following hurricanes 
gave rise to some anxiety :— 

(1.) The cyclone originating on August 12thin 12° N. 30° W. 
This disturbance passed over Guadeloupe on August 
15th ; over Porto Rico on the night of August 16th; 
then travelled parallel with the eastern coast of the 
United States on August 20th to 22nd, after which it 
curved eastward across the North Atlantic and expended 
its energy in about longitude 40° W. on August 24th. 

(2.) Another storm originated far out in the Atlantic on 
August the i6th and passed to the Northward of the 
Virgin Islands on August 20th. This cyclone struck 
the United States coast on August 24th, in the neigh- 
bourhood of New York, and passed directly over New 
York City, causing much damage to property. 

(3.) A third cyclone originated on August 18th, and on the 
24tin was 250 miles north of Saint Thomas. This storm 
crossed the Bahamas and struck the United States coast 
near Savannah on the morning of the 28th, causing 
frightful less of life amongst the inhabitants of the low- 
lying coast lands; the loss was estimated at 1,200 souls. 
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ph fa (4.) On October 4th and 5th # cyclone originated near these 
1893. islands and passed north of the Virgin Islands on 


— October 6th, proceeding very slowly ; it reached the 
United States coast near Charlestown on the morning 
of the 13th, proceeding inland and across Lake Ontario 
on the 14th, causing much disaster to shipping, both in the 
Atlantic and on the Lake. 


Rainfall. 

Month. Antigua. | St, Kitts. Anguilla. Dominica, ‘ae 
January - - 2°78 0°49 0°50 2°69 1°02 
- Pebruary - - 1°98 3°03 2°40 6°28 3°18 
March - - 8°28 0°95 1°10 2°27 1°15: 
April _ : : 2°61 2°59 4°97 3°55 3°38 
May - - : 1°88 6°57 7°09 3°21 11°78 
June - - - 2°68 3°61 2°08 18°39 11°31 
July - 2 : 4°12 5°92 1°69 12°88 52h 
August F - - 2°82 2°98. 3°14 11°08 7°42, 
September  - : 4°89 6°74 5°39 10°77 4°28 
October - - 7°98 3°90 7°47 8°38 4°70 
November - - 1°63 1°70 1°38 2°29 0°86 
December - - 3°84 3°87 1°96 11°00 2°84 

Total - 40°49 42°35. 38°17 87°79. 57°00 

Thermometer (Shade Temperature). 
Antigua. St. Kitts. Dominica. 
Month me 
Maximum, | Minimum. | Maximum. | Minimum. | Maximum. | Minimum, 

January - -| 88°38 67°7 85°19 70°77 tee pe 
February = - 83°0 68°7 84°34 40°27 81 ah 
March - . 84°0 71°0 85°23 69°17 81 61 
April - - - 85°0 70°0 85°53 71°10 83 73 
May - - ah eR 72°7 « 86°64 73°21 85 76 
dune. + - ' 87°6 74° 0 87°73 74°56 85 75 
July - - - 88°6 74°0 88°48 74°74 85 15 
August - - 89°S 74°17 90°50 75°60 85 "6 
September - - 88°6 72°8 89°70 73°53 86 74 
October - - 87°7 72°4 88°00 73°93 86 76 
November - - 87°0 70°6 88°13 72°40 85 "65 


December - 83°3 70°3 83°90 71°38 82 "9, 


i Nd 
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Post OFFICE, 


The Post Office transactions of the year show an increase over 
those of 1892. Exclusive of the Inland post letters (220,149) 
there were 586,184 articles dealt with, as against 486,281 in 1892. 
Details are given in the two following tables. 


Received, Despatched. 
Articles. 
1893. 1892. 1893. 1892. 
Letters and Cards - 209,915 169,453 189,076 157,894 
Papers and Books - 131,389 122,357 81,190 29,720 
Parcels post - > 5,444 5,485 1,240 1872 
346,748 297,295 221,506 188,986 


: United Kingdom. United States. Other Countries. 
Articles. 
Receivec and sent, CR Loe? oe 
1898. 1892, 1893. | 1892. 1893. 1892. 


A 


Letters and Cards 96,383 78,785 _ 47,527 35,536 255,131 218,026 
¢ 

Papers and Books 88,686 81,712 25,512 25,012 48,381 45,353 

Parcels Post : 5,247 5,073 191 410 1,246 1,874 

190,266 165,570 78,230 60,958 304,758 259,753 


i 


There was a very small increase in the money-order business 
and this occurred mainly at St. Kitts in the orders drawn upon 
the United Kingdom. The two following tables show the post 
office work and money-order business of each Island, 
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a en 
Letters, papers, &c. Money Orders. 
Paton Parcels Post. = 
Received. | Sent. Total. Drawn in | Paid by | Total. 
£ £ £ 

Pee ¢ 1893 121,291 80,844 202,135 2,849 34,818 3,238 38,556 
igua - - 

S { 1892 117,124 75,705 129,829 8,215 36,414 2,716 39,130 

St. Kitts 1893 112,545 74,031 186,576 1,690 7,945 2,967 10,912 
7. ARE - - 

1892 87,782 57,652 145,434 1,703 5,514 3,046 9,560 

Nevis { 1893 14,948 9,061 24,009 369 4,733 260 4,998 
vi ae 

1 1892 10,986 7,004 17,990 382 4,175 399 4,574 

Ag 1893 55,476 80,430 85,906 964 12,025 1,132 1,315 
Dominica - - 

1892 49,212 29,726 78,938 930 12,664 1,730 14,394 

1893 31,762 21,929 53,691 750 13,293 784 14,077 
Montserrat- - 

1892 22,673 14,789 37,462 572 12,388 736 13,124 

ee 1893 5,282 3,971 9,258 62 183 10 193 

Vingin Talend =") Tsg9 4,083 2,788 6,771 55 61 29 90 

Total - - 1893 341,304 220,266 561,570 6,684 72,997 8,891 81,886 

Total - e 1892 291,810 187,614 479,424 6,857 72,216 8,656 80,872 


881 


ve 
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— 


: 1893 
Antigua ~ = { 
1892 
1893 
St. Kites |< ‘ : { 
1892 
1893 
Nevis = - - 
1892 
a 93 
Dominica ~ - 
1892 
Montserrat - ° = ae 
1892 
Virgin Islands - eos 
| 1892 
Total . i= - 1893 
Total - - . 1892 


United Kingdom. | United States. Within the Colony. Other Places. 


Drawn. 


z 
22,895 


22.378 
6,469 
5,494 
3,957 
3,363 

10,369 

10,800 
8,520 
5,972 


Paid. Drawn. | Paid. Drawn. Paid. Drawn. Paid. 
$ £ £ £ £ £ £ 

540 8,161 380 2,014 2,157 1,748 661 
379 9,937 189 2,367 1,595 1,732 553 
272 100 386 770 1,771 606 538 
347 48 323 510 1,890 462 485 
20 314 26 157 109 305 105 
31 68 8 353 236 391 124 
109 437 28 610 627 619 367 
173 635 73 693 1,228 536 256 
79 1,656 41 1,547 467 1,570 197 
60 3,370 60 1,447 470 1,599 147 
_ 24 _ Liz 9 42 1 
—— —_ 18 50 9 1l 2 
1,020 10,692 861 5,215 5,140 4,890 1,869 
990 14,058 671 5,420 5,428 4,731 1,567 

oo 

iors 

|s23 

23 
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Savinas Banks, 


The amount at the credit of depositors at the end of the year 
was 59,124, of this sum there was invested 55,3151. The deposits 
during the year amounted to 25.427/., and the withdrawals to 
23,1121. The expenditure was 1,664/., and the revenue 1,529/. 
As may be seen from the takle giving details for each bank 
there was an increase jin the number of depositors and in the 
transactions generally. 


Ameunt Amount Amount 


No. of Depositors.| Deposited. Withdrawn. to credit, 
Bank. ie Eas. A, eS eee ee 
1892. 1893. 1892. | 1893. 1892. | 1893. 1892, 1898, 
Antigua - ° : 1,635 1,717 12,484 16.683 12771 18'594 39,128 sor 
St. Kitts - - - 310 389 3,930 4,814 2,503 3,930 7,498 8,377 
Nevis - : : 80 88 680 1,084 645 1035 8,207 8,265 
Dominica - - - 240 275 | 1,246] 1,622] 1,520] 1,566] 4,500] 4,556 
Montserrat - - 114 187 1,218 1,224 1,418 1,347 2,432 2,372 
Virgin Islands -_ - _- _ _ _ — — —_ _— 
Total ‘ - - 2,879 2,606 | 19,558 | 25,427 | 18,927 | 23,112 | 56,755 | 59,142 


The average monthly lodgments in the Penny Savings Bank, 
opened in Antigua in 1891, increased from 21. 14s. Od. to 3/.0s. 8d. 
the deposits numbering 808, as against 648 in 1892. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 


By comparison with those of previous years. the statistics which 
have been under review give many illustrations indicative, not 
only of a steady, continued, and gradual progress towards a 
position of sound financial and commercial prosperity, but of the 
improved condition of the people brought about by the expansion 
of the educational system, and, as I believe, by the increased 
circulation of money attendant upon the many public works 
which have recently been undertaken with funds raised on loan. 
Without any increase in taxation, or any alteration in the taxes 
other than those necessitated by the McKinley tariff, the annual 
revenue has been increased during the last five years, by a sum 
approaching 37,0002, while the annual expenditure, on the other 
hand, has only increased by about 22,0002 The Custoins 
statistics slow satisfactory progress; the value of the imports 
and exports in 1893 being 460,885, and 564,2891., respectively, 
as agaiust 405,210/. and 509,709/., in 1888, but it must be borne 
in mind that the 1893 figures are increased by the carrying out 
of the recommendations of the Customs Committee in 1891 as 
to freight and insurance. These returns also show that, with 
only a slightly larger population, the value of the staple articles 
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of food imported rose from 9-+4.084/. in 1888, to 104,852/. in 1893, 
‘that the imports of cottons and woollens similarly increased from 
61,0971. to 69,6902 and that the imports of haberdashery and 
millinery increased from 26,9511. to 37,3041. The Savings Banks 
returns give considerable additions, both in the number of the 
depositors and in the amount of the Savings deposited ; and the 
criminal returns record a decrease of 23 per cent. in the number 
of persons committed to gaol. 


Upon Education in the Colony, there was spent in 1888, 
2,1791; at the end of 1893 the expenditure had reached 14,524/., 
and it is not expected it will remain at this figure if the compulsory 
education system introduced in 1891 is to be properly carried 
out. In Antigua and St. Kitts-Nevis it has been recognised that 
tlle Government cannot afford to carry out the educational scheme 
without the assistance of the various religious denominations, 
and the Legislatures of these Islands have provided 5,600/. each 
towards assisting the denominations in securing the additional 
school accommodation needed for the increasing wants of the 
Colony. In 1888 the daily average school attendance was 7,084 
in 1893 it was 11,439. It is estimated that at least 10,0002 
a year is lost to the reveuue by smuggling, and recently 
preventive measures have been taken in St. Kitts with marked 
results. During the year, two additional training schools were 
established, one in Dominica for boys, and another for girls in 
Antigua. | 

In Antigua the Wallings Reservoir, estimated to hold 13,006,000 
gallons of water, which was commenced in 1890, was practically 
completed and will be taken over from the Contractors on the 
receipt of a favourable report from the Consulting Engineer ; it 
remains only to connect the reservoir by pipes, along routes yet 
to be determined, with the estates and valleys. The Harbour 
works made good progress, a passage 150 feet wide has been 
eut through the bar to a depth of 17 feet and it is proposed to 
continue dredging this passage to a depth of 21 feet, so that 
large vessels may at once come over the bar and anchor in 
perfectly smooth water within a few yards of the shore. Continued 
attention has been giveu to the streams in Antigua, and by means 
of a steam dredger much good work has been done. ‘The 
maintenance of these streams carries with it an improvement 
in the sanitary condition of the neighbouring villages and the 
gradual reclamation of any adjoining swamp land. 


In St. Kitts, a long felt want, in the shape of commodious 
Customs and Treasury buildings, is being met by the erection of 
new offices under contract. Attention has been paid to the drain- 
age and water supply and very great improvements have been 
made by the extension of the town of Basseterre and by the 
enlargement of the Prison and the Cunningham Hospital. The 
water supply of Nevis was extended and in Anguilla the wells 
were improved and two centres for the cultivation of Mauritius 
and Sisal hemp established. There was an improvement in the 
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condition of the people, who recently suffered much distress from 
famine caused by prolonged drought. 

A Royal Commission to inquire into the condition of Dominica 
and as to the working of its political constitution was held by 
Sir Robert Hamilton. K.C.B., who arrived in the Island on 
the 21st November, and left on the 28th December, 1893. In the 
early part of the year serious riots, having their crigin in an 
attempt of the police to serve process, and resulting in the loss 
of four lives, took place in one of the country districts. Over 
Melville Hall River, a bridge constructed of stone and iron, with 
two spans of 54 feet each, was finished, and its erection completed 
the chain of communication by a good road for vehicles from 
the Harbour at Portsmouth to the shipping wharf at Marigot, 
a distance of about 20 miles, over some of the most difficult road- 
making country in the Island. The establishment of quarantine 
stations, the repairs to the Roseau River embankment, and to 
certain bridges, were among some of the other. public works 
carried out during the year. 

In Montserrat, with a view to the opening up of the land in the 
interior of this salubrious, beautiful and most fertile island, 
considerable attention was paid to the cultivation of new roads 
and bridges, nearly 4,500/. having been expended during the 
year in this way. 

The Virgin Islands, as the outcome of recent legislation, show. 
more signs than formerly of being able to establish at no distant 
date an equilibrium between their annual revenue and expenditure. 

(Signed) Frep. Evans. 
Colonial Secretary of the Leeward Islands. 
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No. 114. 
MiAshcor & 


ANNUAL REPORT FOR 1893. 


(For Report for 1892 see Colonial Report [Annual] No. 79.) 


wocwerans samenense- 


resented to hoth Wouses of Parliament by Command of Wer Majesty. 
August 1894, 


: LONDON: 
PRINTED FOR HER MAJESTY’S STATIONERY OFFICE, 


BY EYRE AND SPOTTISWOODE, 
PRINTERS TO THE QUEEN’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY. 


And to be purchased, either directly or through any Bookseller, from 
EYRE axp SPOTTISWOODE, East Harpine STREET, FLEET STREET, E.C., and 
32, ABINGDON STREET, WESTMINSTER, S.W.; or 
JOHN MENZIES & Co., 12, HANOVER STREET, EVINBURGDH, and 
90, Wrst NILE STREET, GLASGOW; or 
HODGES, FIGGIS, & Co., LIMITED, 104, GRraFron STREET, DUBLIN. 


1894. 


(C~7819,-12,) 
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COLONIAL REPORTS. 


The following, among other reports relating to Her Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained for a few 
pence from the sources indicated on the title page :— 


ANNUAL. 
No. Colony. Year. 
78 | Trinidad and Tobago : - . - 1892 
79 Malta ‘ ~ - z z 2. e 
80 | Gambia - . - * . 2 
81 | Straits Settlements - - - - ” 
82 | Grenada - m = = Z & ’ 
83 Barbadoes . - ° 7 Fs *" 
84 St. Vincent - z < ‘ r ‘3 
85 Hong Kong - - - : : ¢ 
86 St. Lucia e 2 2 a ‘i < 
87 Falkland Islands - - - = 3 as 
88 Gold Coast - 2 > “ * 5 
89 Basutoland - - - - - | 1892-9% 
99 | Ceylon - « - < - «| 9608 
91 Zululand - = - id i > ve 
92 Mauritius - @ " é ot 3 
93 Labuan - * . ws a “ - 
94 British Honduras + - - = = 
95 Lagos” - . - - - - i 
96 Sierra Leone - . = = . 2 
97 Fiji 2 - 8 a ® e 
68 Rodrigues - - - - ’ r$ 
99 St. Helena - - _ nf 4 " 
100 British Bechuanaland = - - - - | 1892-938 
101 British Guiana - = - ‘ « = 
102 Newfoundland - : = . n. 1892 
103 Jamaica - - - " = - | 1892-93 
104 Victoria - - - * - e 1892 
105 Bermuda - o = - & 1893 
106 Gambia - - a . % i 
107 Hong Kong - - - - - by 
108 St. Vincent - - “ % Z ve 
109 Gibraltar - - * " . = 
110 Bahamas - - as - r 4 ” 
111 Turks and Caicos Islands - ~ - F 
Liz Leeward Islands - = = . . - 
Lis Barbados - - = . é fr 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
No. Colony. Subject. 
1 Gold Coast. - - - | Economic Agriculture. 
2 Zululand = - - - | Forests. 
3 Sierra Leone ~ - | Geology and Botany. 
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No. 114. 
MALTA. 


{For Report for 1892, see Colonial Report (Annual) No. 79.] 


Sir A. J. L. Fremanrxe to the Marquess or RIPon. 


My Lorp, The Palace, Valletta, June 28, 1894. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit, herewith, the Blue Book 
for 1893, with a covering report from the Chief Secretary to 
(Fovernment, 


I have, &c. 


(Signed) A, J, Lyon FREMANTLE, 
Governor. 


Chief Secretary’s Office, Valletta, 
SIR, June 24, 1894, 
I wave the honour to submit the following report on the 
Blue Book for 1893 :— 


Revenue and Expenditure. 


The actual revenue collected, from all sources, in the year 1893 
amounted to 291,157/. 10s. 34d., as hereunder detailed :— 


Age Mids & 
Customs - ~ - - 159,842 4 6 
Harbour and Quarantine Dues - 11,476 3 2 
Licences, Court Fines, &c. - - 5,455 3 6 


Fees of court or office, payment for 
specific services, and reimbursements 19,819 6 3} 


Post Office - ~ - - 10,869 3 8 
Railway - - - - 4,751 18 8 
Water service ~ - - 7,862 8 1] 
Rents (agricultural) - ~ 13,866 11 3 
Rents (house property) - - 26,421 7 7 
Rents on account of Charitable Founda- 
tions - - - - 4,108 9 9 
Interest - . - - 26,684 12 113 
Total - - - £291,157 10 3} 


SS 
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The amount of Revenue of the preceding year (1892) was 
289,231. 11s. 23d. The total revenue of 1893 exceeded that of 
the preceding year by 1,925/. 19s. 03d. 

The estimated revenue for the year was 282,407/. ; the actual 
receipts, amounting, as already stated, to 291,157. 10s. 34d., have 
therefore exceeded the estimate by 8,750/. 10s. 33d. 

: The increase in the Revenue is chiefly due to larger receipts 
rom :— 


a, Harbour and Quarantine Dues. 
b. Post Office. 

e. Railway. 

d, Water Service. 

e. Urban Property. 

f. Interest. 


On the other hand, there was a decrease of Revenue under the 
following heads, viz. :— 


a. Customs, 

b. Licence and Court fees, &c. 
c. Fees and reimbursements. 
d, Rents (agricultural). 


The receipts derived from the Customs Department (which 
form the main source of the revenue of Malta) did not increase 
asin former years, but diminished in 1893 to the extent of 1,315/. 
15s.10d. This decrease was caused by a reduction in importation 
of cattle, due in part to the prohibition cf the entry of cattle from 
some ordinary sources of importation which were affected during 
the year with cattle disease. Moreover, a smaller quantity of 
wine was issued from bond for local consumption. The latter 
feature may be explained by the circumstance that in the two 
previous years a quantity of wine larger than usual had been 
imported from Sicily and elsewhere and kept in stock in private 
stores, owing to the abnormally abundant vintage, and the 
consequent low price of wine; and also, possibly, to the growth 
of the local demand, on the part of the lower classes, for spirits 
and beer in preference to common wine. 

But while the Customs revenue has suffered a diminution, the 
Harbour and Quarantine receipts have yielded a revenue in excess 
of that estimated, and greater than that of the two previous 
years, as shown hereunder :— 


££ 8a 
In 1891 - - : ——lOred 1} 
In 1892 - - - - 8,608 8 6 
In 1893 : 2 : - 11,476 3 2 


The rise is chiefly to be attributed to the increase in Dues 
collected under the Quarantine Regulations, It is noteworthy 
that, notwithstanding the prevalence of strict quarantine 
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restrictions, the Tonnage Dues have yielded an increase of revenue 
compared with the previous year, and that a larger number of 
steamers have visited our harbours. It is further argued that 
this circumstance may tend to dispel some apprehensions that 
were entertained that the trade of the harbours of Valletta was.on 
the decline, and that former severe quarantine restrictions had 
caused irreparable damage. 

The Post Office continued to show a tendency to earn an 
increased revenue. ‘he increase of 125/. 5s, 2d. during 1893 
is chiefly due to profit on commissions on money orders and 
on parcels posted outwards. 


Expenditure. 


It should be noted, before analysing the expenditure of the year 
1893 and comparing the same with that of former years, that in 
the year before the one under review, the expenditure comprised 
a period of thirteen months (1st December 1891 to 31st December 
1892), and that, therefore, the comparison between 1893 with the 
previous year cannot be on an equal basis. 

The provision voted for the expenditure of the year 1893 
amounted to 345,9332. 5s. 6d, The actual expenditure reached 
the sum of 304,992/, 13s. 0d., as follows ;— 


& sa, 
Charges on account of Interest and 
Burthens - - - 18,484 12 94 
Pensions a See - 16,574 15 O 
The Governor and Legislature - 4,601 16 8 
Chief Secretary’s Department - 4,351 12 11 
Receiver-General and Director of 
Departments Contracts = - - 2,621 10 9 
Customs and Port Department mele Po 3 
Audit Department - - « . D385 9-7 
Printing office - - - 1,282 9 3 
Railway Department - - - 6,234 12 0O 
Legal Departments - - - 18,421 2 6 
Police : > 2 - 39,392 19 44 
Prisons - - - - 8,785 3 3 
Charitable Institutions, including 
Monte di Pieta  - - - 41,015 16 9 
Education - - - - 20,369 15.2 
Post Office - - - «= 11,122..6 °5 
Ecclesiastical Expenditure - - 1,436 14 5 
Military Expenditure - - - 5,000 0 O 
Miscellaneous Services . - 13,385 12 3 
Superintendent of Works Department- 6,705 6 2 
Public Works Recurrent —- - 60,711 11 14 
Public Works Extraordinary - - 18,941 17 44 


£304,992 13 0 
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In comparing the total expenditure with the revenue eceived 
(291,1572. 10s., 34d.), the former shows an excess on the latter of 
13,835/. 2s. 83d., which excess was met by the balance carried 
forward from 1892. ‘The following figures show the progressive 
rate of expenditure for the last three years :— 


£ ae 
In 1891 - - ~ - 281,870 13 6 
In 1892 (13 months) - =~. - 207,371 4 11} 
In 1893 - ” - - $04,992 13 0 


The Heads of Service under which increased expenditure was 
incurred in 1893, and the reasons for such increase are chiefly the 
following ;— 


a. “Interest and Burthens,” due to the interest payable on 
Savings Bank Account for sums advanced as a loan to the 
Monte di Piet&; and to a new burthen payable in 
accordance with a judgment of the Court of Appeal. 

. * Pensions,”—The increase of expenditure is owing to the 
final adjustment of the pensions of Policemen of the Old 
Force, under Ordinance V. of 1898. 

c. “Post Office,” due chiefly to increase of Office Staff, and 
to the additional cost of the Mail Services with the 
Continent. 

d “ Miscellaneous.”—-The increase of expenditure is owing 
chiefly to the erection and installation of a Technical 
School in connection with the Railway; to necessary 
improvements in the Lazaretto; and to the cost of 
extraordinary sanitary measures, and*to the augmentation 
of the provision for refund of duties on account of supplies 
for the Army and Navy. 

e. “ Public Works Recurrent.”—The increase under this head 

is chiefly for greater expenditure incurred for repairs, and 

expenditure in the up-keep of Public Offices, in Buildings 
of the Charitable Institution, in the maintenance and 
repairs of urban and rural tenements, in the maintenance 
of streets and roads, and in the Water Supply and 

Drainage: 

Public Works Extraordinary.”—The additional expendi- 

ture in 1898 was incurred for the enlargement of St. Clement 

Water Service Reservoir, for the completion of the 

Infirmary for Female Patients in the Lunatic Asylum, in 

the construction of a prison for women, for the extension 

of the Water Supply, and in reconstruction, grading, and 
widening roads. 


> 


> 


The large spending Departments of the Government are :-— 
The Police Department, now including the Sanitary Office 
and the Public Slaughter House, 
The Charitable Institutions, 
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The Educational Department, 
The Public Works Department: including Drainage and 


Water Supply. 


The actual cost of the Police Department and of its sub- 
Departments has this year (1893) amounted to 39,392/. 19s. 43d. 
In the last three years it was as follows :— 


Tae ae A 
In 1891) =) - - - - 38,747 15 5 
In 1892 (13 months) - - - - 43,635 11 9 
Ti TROB. vee Oe ec eh Se SBD ROD TOAD 


‘The chief cause of the additional expenditure has been an 
increa-e in the number of the Marine Police, who replace heaith 
guards, formerly employed, when required, casualiy, on wages from 
day to day ; the additional expenditure incurred to provide sanitation, 
in view of the existence of cholera in neighbouring countries; and 
expenditure connected with the slaughter houses. 

The Charitable Institutions absorbed about one-seventh of the 
whele of the public revenue, and cost during the year 1893, 
41.0152 16s. 9d. The number of inmates in all the hospitals has 
this year been very large. The comparison of the cost of the 
Government charities in 1893 with the preceding years is as 
follows :— 


£ $i th 
In 1891 - - - ~ 39,3810 9 4 
In 1892 (13 months) - . - 43,521 138 2 
In 1893 - - - - 41,015 16 9 


With regard to the Educational Department, its expenditure 
during the year was 20,3694, 15s. 2d. In the previous two years 
the amount expended was as follows :—} 


. x Be, 
In 1891 - - ~ - 19,602 6 4 
In 1892 (13 months) - - - 21,029 12 9 
In 1893 - - - - 20,369 15 2 


lt may be noted that this expenditure tends to increase with 
the growing demand for public gratuitous instruction, New 
Technical School Buildings have been equipped at a cost of 
4987 19s. 1ld.; and the whole cost of the almost self-supporting 
secondary school for girls has been brought to account as an itme 
af expenditure, carrying at the same time to revenue the fees, 
264]. 9s. 8d., received in reimbursement of the expense. In the 
Lyceum and in the University the fees payatie by students are 
disproportionately low. 

Mie cost of the Public Works Department, staff and other 
charges, under the same head during the year under review was 
6.7051 6s. 2d. against 7,1592. 1s, 11d. in the previons year. The 
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provisions taken for Recurrent an‘! Extraordinary works were in 
1893 as follows :— 


£ we: 

Recurrent - - - - 76,201 18 4 
Extraordinary - - - = 584,297-15 1 
giving a total of - - £110,499 13 5 


The actual expenditure, however, amounted only to 
79,6531. 8s. 6d., viz. :— 


f Sd: 
Recurrent - - - = 60,711) Le 14 
Extraordinary - - - - 18,941 17 43 


From above figures, it willbe seen that a sum, 30,846/ 4s 111., 
remained unexpended on 31st December 1893, owing to strict 
economy in some works, to the non-execution of certain works, 
and to the non-completion of other works, for the whole of which 
provision had been voted in the estimate, 


The following were the important extraordinary works in 
progress for which provision was voted in 1893 :— 
£ ea, 
1. Excavation of grain “ Fosse” (stores) - 1,104 8 7 
2. Construction of additional accommodations 
and appliances for the Lunatic Asylums 1,766 10 6 
3. Paving and improving certain streets in 
the towns, in the country districts of, 
and in, Gozo - - - 9,446 0 O 


4. Enlarging St. Clement water reservoir 2,500 0 0 
5. Additional wing to Corradino prison for 

female prisoners. ne - ~ 1,908 5-9 

6. Extension of the water supply - ee ks eee eet 

Total + - - £21,504 11 11 


Upon these works the actual expenditure incurred during the 
year has been :— 


£5 eee, 
1. Excavation of grain “ Fosse” (stores) - 606 14 : 
2. Lunatic Asylum - - - 1,104 15 3 
3. Reconstruction of streets and roads - 5,789 15 104 
4, St. Clement reservoir - - © 1236-1354 
5. New wing, Corradino prison - - 1,998 11 1 
6. Water supply - - - ~. 2,078 13 1 


—See 


Total - . - £13,314 3 8 
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In this year the practice of purchasing materials and stores by 
the Works Department out of advances made from the Treasury 
under the Store Suspense Account was discontinued, and the cost 
of such stores are now paid out of, and charged direct to, the 
specific votes for which they are required. This alteration in the 
mode of accounting is expected to be conducive to greater economy, 
and it will afford yreater facilities in the checking of the accounts 
of expenditure of the Public Works Department by the Auditor- 
General. 


Public Works. 


The most important Public Works in 1893 have been the 
completion of additional accommodation for the storing of wheat, 
6062 14s. 3d.; the extension of the wards of the Lunatic Asylum 
at a cost of 1,104/. 15s. 3d.; the reconstruction of streets and 
roads, 5,7891. 15s. 104d.; the erection of a new wing to the 
Civil Prison for the accommodation of female prisoners, 1,998/. 
11s. $d.; the building of a new service reservoir for the supply of 
the Cottonera District, 1,235. 13s. 54d.; and the exscnrsion of 
the water suppiv, 2,578/. 13s. 1d. 


Civil Establishments. 


During the temporary absence of the Governor, Major-General 
C. B. Knowles, C.B, was appointed as Deputy-Governor, irom 
5th to 17th April, and from 25th July to the 8th September. 

On the 30th December, Major-General Knowles assumed the 
administration of the Government on the dep:rture from Malta 
of His Excellency General Sir H. A. Smyth, K.C.M.G. 

Sir Joseph Carbone, K.C.M.G., LL.D., acted as Chief Secretary 
to Government during my absence from these Islands, from 
5th August to 3rd November. 

On my assuming the duties of my cffice, Sir Joseph Carbone 
was relieved from the ordinary duties of his Office of Crown 
Advocate for the purpose of undertaking special duties in 
connection with the hearing before the Judicial Committee of the 
Privy Council of a Special Reference cn questions concerning the 
Marriage Law in Malta. 


Legislation, 


The following are the most important enactments passed during 
the Session of 1893 :— 


Ordinance No, I, 
‘*To amend Ordinance No. VII. of 1886.” 


This Ordinance, promulgated in January 1898, makes sume 
provisions in regard to the manner of holding elections. It 
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Maura. is remarkable inasmuch as it cancels the provision, previ»usly 
in force, for the appointment of Trust Commissioners to mark 
the votes of illiterate voters in certain case3, and provides 
that any of the electors may appoint some person to vote, by 
proxy, for him, provided such agent be related to the person 
entitled to a vote within certain specified degrees of 
relationship, 


Ordinance No. IT 


“To make some provisions with respect to the compulsory 
retirement of, and the grant of pensions and gratuities to, the 
members of the Police Force, in certain cases, and to amend 
Ordnance No, IX. of 1885 and No. V. of 1888.” 


The object of this Ordinance is principally to give effect to 
certain recommendations contained in a report of tie Police 
Committee dated 15th October 1889, and to proposals made 
by the Police Board for facilitating the retirement of 
inefficient policemen in connection with the re-organization 
of the force. 

By Article 6 of this Ordinance power is given to the Goveruor 
to order the separation of the Marine Police from the rest of 
the force, and to place the Collector of Customs at the heal 
of the Marine Pclice thus separated. 

Article 7 gives power to the superintendent to enforce the 
attendance of witnesses in case of inquiries on complaints 
made against members of the force, 

Article 8 deals with the “ Police Reward Fund” contemplated 
in Ordinance IX. of 1885, and a “ Relief Fund” which is 
raised by periodical contributions of an Association among 
the members of the Police Force. 

The object of this fund is to assist the men when in financial 
difficulties, by a system of loans, and by gratuities when 
awaiting the approval of their pensions; anid to make some 
provisions for their families on the death of contributors to 
the fund. 


Ordinance No. III. 
“To amend Ordinance No, LX. of 1888,” 


This Ordinance was framed in consequence of the representations 
of the Chief Government Medical Officer respecting the 
importation of butchered meat. This trade also affected the 
reyenue, inasmuch as the import duly could only be levied on 
live stock. 


Ordinance No, V, 


“To encourage inventions and improvements in mechanical 
contrivances and processes of industrial manufacture.” 
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This enactment gives effect to certain recommendations of the 
Board of Trade on Ordinance No. XIII. of 1889, concerning 
Articles 3, 4, and 8, of that Ordinance. 

Article 3 was amended in the sense of giving discretionary 
power to the Government to fix the amount of fees payable 
in respect to applications and grants of patents, not to exceed, 
however, the amount fixed in the schedule annexed to the 
Ordinance. 

Article 4 lays down the circumstances under which a patent is 
to cease. 

Article 8 has been amended on the lines of sestion 103 of the 
Patent Act of 1883, as amended by 48 & 49 Vict. Ch. 63, 
and it has been so modified in order to include persons who 
may have applied for protection of an invention in the 
United Kingdom or in any British Possession, as well as 
persons who may have applied for protection in any Foreign 
State with which Her Majesty has made an agreement for 
the mutual protection of inventions, 


Ordinance No. VII. 


“For checking the spread of the disease commonly known as 
Leprosy.” 

Prior to 1883, several reports reached this Government to the 
effect that many cases of leprosy were known to exist in the 
Colony, and that the disease was on the increase. 

A Committee composed of the Members of the Medical Board 
was appointed in that year to inquire into, and report upon, 
the existence and nature of the disease. 

The Committee presented their report on the 5th November 
1886, and the same was communicated to the Council. An 
Ordinance was then submitted and passed with some slight 
amendments, and assented to and proclaimed on the 6th 
March. 

Although the Ordinance has been promulgated, it cannot be put 
in force until proper provision has been made for a suitable 
Asylum and for the care and maintenance of the lepers. 


Ordinance No. VIII. 


“To make some provisions in order to better repress the sale of 
foreign lottery tickets,” 


The necessity of this Ordinance originated in the comparatively 
large sums of money which annually find their way out of 
these Islands for the purchase of tickets of Foreign lotteries, 
such as the Italian and German lotteries. 


Ordinance No. IX. 


“To authorise the Head of the Government, in certain cases, to 
raise Military forces by voluntary enlistment.” 


MALTA. 
1893. 
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M : Z : ; : a 
eee This Ordinance has for its object to give a recognised Military 


— status to men forming the crews of boats and other vessels 
which would he employed in time of war under the General 
Officer Commanding at this Station for patrolling and other 
purposes, and in order to secure to the crews, in certain 
eventualities, the right to be treated as belligerents. 


Ordinance No. XI. 


“To amend the tariff of Notarial Fees annexed to Ordinance 
No. V. of 1855.” 


During the Governorship of Sir L. Simmons, a Commission 
was appointed to inquire into, and report upon, repeated 
representations made to (tovernment by the Members of 
the Notarial Profession as to the insufficiency of their fees, 
as established by Law, the former tariff having been enacted 
so far back as January 1856. 

After that Commission had presented their report, the Elected 
Members of the Council on several occasions urged the 
Government to bring forward a Law improving the scale of 
fees which Notaries are by Law entitled to receive. 


Ordinance No XII. 


“To amend and consolidate the Laws relating to the Post Office, 

aud to make provision respecting the Postal Service.” 

This enactment originated in the advisability of consolidating in 
one Ordinance the several legislative provisions contained in 
Ordinances No. II. of 1877, No. II, of 1884, No. IIT. of 1889, 
and No, IX. of 1891. 

Almost all the Articles of this Ordinance, saving slight 
modifications, were passed by the Council, but three para- 
graphs (2, 3, and 4 of Article 8) were negatived by the majority 
of the Elected Members. These paragraphs extended the 
prohibition to carry, receive, collect, or deliver ietters otherwise 
than by officials of the Post Office. 

The amendment, as passed by the Council, is in opposition to the 
principle that the Post Office should have the exclusive 
privilege of carrying all letters for the benefit of the Public 
Revenue, and is also in conflict with the provisions contained 
in Imperial Acts. 

A new provision is contained in Article 35, whereby the Head 
of the Government is authorised to offer any sum not 
excesding £4,400 a year to any person who shall bind himself 
for such sum and for a period of years not exceeding twelve 
years, to convey such mails as may be delivered to bim by the 
Postinaster-General, from Malta to a Port im the Kingdom of 
Italy, and vice versa, 
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Ordinance No. XIII, 


“'T'o apply some of the provisions contained in Ordinance No. II. 
of 1893 to Members of the Police Force discharged previously to 
the promulgation of that Ordinance.” 

This Ordinance was rendered necessary to give a retrospective 
effect to some of the provisions of Ordinance No. II. of 1893, 
with a view to legalising the grant Of pensions to the Constables 
who had to retire in 1890 at the scale authorized under the 
latter Ordinance. 


Ordinance No, XV. 


“To obtain certain statistical information respecting the_trade of 
the Island of Malta and its Dependencies.” . 

Articles 1, 2, 5, 8, 11, 12,14, 18, and 19, of this Ordinance, the 
form of oath and the Schedules annexed thereto, were passed 
as originally proposed, and Articles 6, 7, and 15, referring to 
the way of establishing the value of the goods imported 
in certain cases, and to the power of the Head of the 
Government to alter any forms annexed to this Ordinance, 
were negatived. 

Amendments were proposed by the Representative of the fifth 
Dietrict and were agreed to. The first amendment refers to 
Article 3, and is intended to enable the importers of goods 
to make the declaration of the value of goods in such a way 
as to render it accessible only to the officials of the Customs 
Department. 

The second amendment refers to Article 4, and is to the effect 
of enabling the importer to declare the value the goods had 
at the place of importation. 

The third amendment refers to Article 9 of the Draft Ordinance 
and is intended to exonerate the captain of a merchant ship 
from declaring in the manifest of exportation the place of 
origin of certain goods so exported. 

The fourth amendment tends to enable all steam ships to clear 
out before delivering the manifest of exportation, provided 
there be in these Islands a responsible person who undertakes 
to furnish the above document to the collector of customs. 

The fifth amendment tends to do away with the differential 
award of punishments to individuals contravening this 
Ordinance, and for applying in this case the ordinary law 
protecting duties to be levied by the Customs Department, 


Ordinance No, XVII. 


‘* To amend the Police Laws.” 

This Draft Ordinance was introduced by the Representative of 
the Fifth District, and passed by the Council of Government. 

His Excellency the Governor reserved the same for the 
signification of Her Majesty’s Pleasure thereon. 
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By a provision of the Police Laws now in force, and which 
would be repealed if Article lla of the Ordinance had not 
been suppressed, an appeal is permitted to the Medical Board 
from any order of tie Sanitary Authority, and the decision 
of the board is final. 


Population. 


The estimated population of the Islands on 31st December 1892 
was 166,889. ‘The normal increase during 1893, as represented 
by the excess of births over deaths, was 1,216. 

The population may therefore be estimated at 168,105 on the 
31st December. 1893. 

The total number of births was 6,419, of these 3,314 were males 
and 3,105 were females, being at the rate of 1,067 males to every 
1,000 females, 

The number of marriages in 1893 was 1067, an actual decrease 
on the marriages in 1892 of 19, notwithstanding that the popula- 
tion at the close of the year was 1,216 persons or 7 per cent greater 
than at the close of the previous year. If the state of trade and 
local prosperity were to be tested by the fluctuations in the number 
of marriages, it would appear that there was a greater degree of 
of prosperity in 1892 than in 1893. 

The deaths registered in 1893 amounted to 5,203, a decrease 
on the number of 1892 of 539, the death-rate having fallen from 
34:4 per 1,000 of the population in 1892 to 30°9 in 1893. 

Of the deaths, 2,640 were of males, and 2,563 of females. 
These figures, upon the estimated number of each sex living during 
the year, amount to 31°84 per 1,000 of the male population, and 
30:07 per 1,000 of the female population; so that 103 males died 
to every 100 females. 

The public health during the year was not all that could be 
desired, owing to the prevalence of enteric fever, but notwith- 
standing this, the death-rate for the year compares favourably with 
that of the preceding year, 


Education. 


The following notes on the progress of education during the 
year have been extracted from the Annual Report of the Vive- 
Chancellor of the Universities, 

The attendance, behaviour, and progress of the pupils leave 
little to be desired, and offer evidence of natural ability, diligence, 
and docility. 

Increased accommodation in the Elementary Schools has been 
effected. 

The addition of three night schools indicates further progress in 
the direction of national education, and the establishment of a school 
of manual industry, together with the course of practical mechanics 
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to be shortly commenced at the Hamrum Railway Station, cannot 
fail to be of great value in promoting local industry. 

The percentage of attendance in the Elementary Schools appears 
satisfactory. The fact that so many as 80 per cent. of children 
should be willing to present themselves for instruction, is sufficient 
indication of the popular desire for education. 

The returns in the last Census prove that the percentage of 
progress of education in English and in Italian was much higher 
than the percentage of the increase in the population in the 
previous decennial period. In 1881, that rate was 16°5 per cent. 
and in 1891, 11°87, showing an increment of 25 per cent. in the 
number of persons possessing some knowledge of English and Italian, 
us against an increase of 10°18 per cent. in the growth of the 
population. 

The cost per head of the children in the Elementary Schools 
varies considerably ; this circumatance is due to the number of 
pupils each school could accommodate. The marked difference 
illustrates the relative economy of large schools, and suggests the 
desirability of gradually increasing existing schools up to the full 
limit of the local demand. 

The expenditure in respect to the Educational Department was, 
in 1893, as follows : — 


ae Page? 8 

University - - . - 3,097 9 0 

Lyceum - - - - 2,478 311 

Secondary School, Gozo - -., 235 0:20 

Total £5,810 12 11 

Elementary Schools - - £11,852 19 5 

The cost per head at the various Institutions was as follows :-- 
Ee ea: § 

University - - - 32 5 2k per head. 
Lyceum - - - 5 11 103 Pa 
Secondary School, Gozo =~ § 0 0 7 
Elementary Schools = - ate: Ure tak - 


Shipping. 

The number of steam vessels which entered at port in this 
Island during 1893, was 2,670, with a tonnage of 3,381,380; and 
the number of sailing vessels which entered was 1,161 with a 
tonnage of 90,905. 

The corresponding arrivals in the preceding year were 2,430 
steam vessels with a tonnage of 3,023,244; and 1,134 sailing 
vessels with a tonnage of 90,100. 

The arrivals of 1893 show an increase of 240 steamers and 
358,136 tons, and also an increase of 47 sailing vessels and 805 
tons, over 1892. 

There lias been a corresponding increase of 589/. 5s. 6d. in the 
revenue received in the Customs Department in 1893 under heads 
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“ Port Dues and Tonnage Dues,” which amounted to 8,065/. 6s. Od., 
and this notwithstanding the restrictions put upon trade by the ~ 
‘quarantine regulations during a great part of the year. 

The depression of trade is probably due to the keen competition 
of Algiers, Port Said and Gibraltar as coaling depéts, to which 
allusion has already been made in former reports. 


Currency 


The maximum rate of exchange with London during the past 
year was :— 


On demand 10s, per 1001. 

At three days’ sight 8s. per 100/. 
At 30 days’ sight 5s. per 100/. 

At 60 days’ sight 2s. 6d. per 100/, 
90 days’ sight at par. 


There are three Banking Companies doing business in Malta’ 
viz.: “the Banco di Malta,” “the Anglo-Maltese Bank” and 
‘the Anglo-Egyptian Bank.” There are besides several important. 
private Banks. 

The amount of money in circulation is estimated at 405,000/., 
and the circulaticn of notes of the former Banks at 30,0007. 

The Government and the Commercial community keep accounts 
in sterling. A few merchants, however, of the Marina and Casals 
still continue to keep their accounts according to the old style in 
Seudi, Tari, and Grains. 

The Maltese coins were demonetized in November 1886. 


Agriculture. 


A Committee was appointed to check the spread of the vine 
disease (Peronospera) and its labours appear 10 have met with 
considerable success. 

The exportation of local produce was very limited in 1893, and 
this is ascribed to the low prices of agricultural produce in 
England and France and to the effect of protective duties in 
France. 

The rate of wages has, however, remained practically unchanged 
and there was ample employment open to any man who was able 
and willing to work. 

Fortunately the Colony is not dependent on the products of the 
soil. 

The Naval and Military Establishments annnally put large 
sums of money in circulation; moreover, during the winter 
months considerable profits are derived from supplying the wants 
of a considerable number of passengers who annually visit these 
Islands. The agricultural depression does not, therefore, affect 
the general prosperity of the Colony so seriously as it otherwise 
would do. 
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Gaols and Prisons, _ 
The total number of prisoners committed was 73,357, showing a yey 


decrease on 1892 of 291 prisoners. 

The Corradino Prison is on the mixed cellular system as regards 
criminal wards; it has 212 separate cells and five warils. 

The kind of labour demandedin the prison is building, stone- 
cutting, carpentering, glazing, shoemaking, painting, whitewashing, 
tailoring, basket, mat and broom making, gardening and field 
labour ; and the profits of the labour of prisoners are lodged in the 
Colonial Treasury. 2am 

The total annual cost of the Prison during the year amounted 
to 1,4552. 7s, 3d. “ personal emoluments,” and 2,166, 2s. 1d. “ other 
charges,” against 890/ the amount of prisoners earnings during 
the same year. 

Religious services are regularly performed for the benefit of the 
prisoners by a Roman Catholic chaplain, and by three visiting 
chaplains, one of the Church of England, one Presbyterian and 
one Wesleyan. 


Criminal Statistics. 


The number of offences reported to the police during 1893 was 
8,956, an increase of 305 over the number reported in 1892. 

‘Lhe number of persons brought before the Magistrates was 
16,245 as compared with 15,686 in the previous year. The cases 
were (disposed of as follows :— 


Convicted - - ~ - 15,401 
Acquitted - - - - 844 
16,245 


The total number of summary convictions in the Magistrates 
Courts was 15,206, against 14,626 in 1892, viz. :— 


Offences against the person - - - 1,675 
Injuries to property - - - - 557 
Offences against the good order of families - 21 
Other offences ~ - © - - 12,953 

15,206 


The total number of cases tried in Her Majesty’s Criminal 
Court was 195, an increase of 19 over the cases in 1892. There 
was an increase in the number of trials for murder, there having 
been only one conviction of this crime in 1892, as compared with 
five in 1893. Some of these trials related to crimes that had 
escaped detection for years. 

In 1893 there was only one conviction of manslaughter. 


General Remarks, 


The general trade of the Colony during 1893 may be said to have 
suffered severely from stagnation, Important steps were taken by 


I 83030. 


210 


Matta. 
1893, 


— 


18 COLONIAL, REPORTS,—~ANNUAL. 


the Government in the direction of advancing the prosperity of 
the Island, and mitigating the incidence in Malta of the general 
depression of trade in other countries. 

A daily mail service, subsidized from the Island Revenue and 
worked with the best steamers owned in Malta that happened to 
be available, has been established between Maltaand Syracuse. It 
has proved of considerable convenience to the business community, 


and to the numerous class who visit the island in the winter; but 


an increase in the subsidy appears necessary before the Government 
can hope to obtain the services of steamers of the class and speed 
required by the passenger service. 

That tenders should be invited for the lighting of Valletta and 
suburbs by electric light was conditionally decided upon by the 
Council of Government at the end of the Session of 1893. 

The last important step in the re-organization of the new Police 
Force by the separation of the Marine Police, now under the 
Customs Department, from the Internal Police, received final effect 
by a Government Notice, No. 58, of the 20th March 1893. 

The position for which Malta has for long been conspicuously 
peculiar, in not having passed legislation providing for the 
compilation of trade statistics, appeared to have been remedied to 
some extent in 1893. This step in legislation seemed to indicate 
a willingness to join in the way of modern ideas of commercial 
progress ; but this mild measure, before and after it was proposed 
and passed, was the subject of the strongest organized opposition 
in the name of the main body of the commercial community, for 
reasons which it is very difficult to bring to light, but which 
appear to involve strong vested interests. 

The popularity of the railway, as managed by the Government 
on ¢d-operative principles, has continued to increase to a marked 
extent; the permanent way has been considerably improved ; 
additional station accommodation has been provided, and a new 
workshop erected. 

The profit, after making full provision for interest and sinking 
fund on the sums provided from the Immovable Property Account 
for the repair of the line, has been nominal. 

Mr. L. Gatt, C.E., the Acting Manager of the railway, was 
authorised to proceed to England for a period of two months, in 
order to gain practical experience in the management of railways. 

The quarantine measures adopted, on the advice of the Board 
of Health, seem to have usefully contributed in 1893 in prevent- 
ing the appearance of cholera in the Island. 

At the same time, these measures do not appear to have given 
rise to so much inconvenience or cause of complaint as in past 
years. Nevertheless, the requirements of trade, and the facilities 
demanded by shipping touching at Malta, tend to call for the 
progressive elimination of all quarantine. A system of frequent 
telegraphic correspondence with British Consuls around the 
Mediterranean has been of service in facilitating the attempts 
at constant compromise required from the Board of Health. 
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Towards the end of the year hopes began to be realized that the 
number of ships calling at this port was about to be again on the 
increase. 

The vote of 1,000/. passed by the Council of Government for 
giving effect to additional sanitary precautions against the intro- 
duction of cholera led to the appointment of additional sanitary 
inspectors and to further reforms in matters bearing on public 
hygiene. 

A joint Civil and Naval Committee, composed of the Admiral- 
Superintendent, the Chief Secretary to Government, the Collector 
of Customs and Superintendent of the Ports, three elected 
Members of the Council of Government, the Superintending 
Civil Engineer of the Dockyard, and the secretary to the 
Admiral-Superintendent, was appointed to report upon various 
claims to rights of water and wharfage in the harbour, which 
had been a cause of embarrassing uncertainty for many years. 
The Committee agreed to a report which was confirmed by a 
Resolution of the Council on 2nd ‘August 1893. Many difficult 
questions of long standing were thus permanently settled. 

The sanitary condition of the harbours appears to have been 
much improved by the embanking and dredging operations which 
have been carried out by the Civil and by the Imperial 
Authorities, and the complaints, previously common, in regard 
to the presence of stagnant, shallow water appear to have been 
left with little or no foundation. Steps have been taken to 
commence the construction of a Civil and Military Slaughter 
House on a site which will not drain into the harbcur. 

From a general point of view, considerable progress has been 
apparent in the standard of political feeling, inasmuch as both in 


the Council of Government and in the Press, the discussion of 


administrative questions has tended to become more expeditious 
and less connected with partisan considerations. 
I have, &e. 
(Signed) G. STRICKLAND, 
Chief Secretary to Government. 
To His Excellency 
(seneral Sir Arthur J. Lyon Fremantle, K.C.M.G., C.B., 
Governor and Commander-in-Chief. 


211 


COLONIAL REPORTS.—ANNUAL. 


No. 102. 


NEWFOUNDLAND. 


ANNUAL REPORT FOR 1892. 


(For Report for 1891 see Colunial Report [Annual] No. 67.) 


Presented to both Wouses of Parliament by Command of Her Majesty. 
March 1894. 


LONDON: 
PRINTED FOR HER MAJESTY’S STATIONERY OFFICE, 


BY EYRE AND SPOTTISWOODE, 
PRINTERS TO THH QUEEN’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY. 


And to be purchased, either directly or through any Bookseller, from 
BYRB anp SPOTTISWOODE, East Harpine STREET, FLEET STRERBT, E.C., and 
« 32, ABINGDON STREET, WESTMINSTER, S.W.; or 
JOHN MENZIES & Co., 12, HaNovER STREET, EDINBURGH, and 
90, WEst NILE STREET, GLASGOW ; or 
HODGES, FIGGIS, & Co., LimiTEp, 104, GRarTon STRBET, DUBLIN, 


1894. 


[C.—7319.] 


ei 


214 


COLONIAL REPORTS. 


The following, among other, Reports relating to Her Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained for a few 
pence from the sources indicated on the title page :— 


ANNUAL. 
No. Colony. Year. 
| 
66 | Trinidad and Tobago - - - «| —Lsol 
67 Newfoundland - 4 . f x - 
68 British New Guinea - - - - | 1891-92 
69 | Victoria - - 4 . : -| 1891 
70 | Rodrigues - - . - ; ‘ . 
71 | Bermuda - - - . 3 - | 1892 
72 | Fiji : ‘ - - - - | 1891 
73 British Honduras - < Pe ‘ “ ; 
74 | Turks and Caicos Islands - . - - 1892 
75 Gibraltar - 2 = % z - x 
76 Bahamas - » a * * ~! * 
77 | Leeward Islands z Z 3 . v 
78 Trinidad and Tobag: = é, t ‘ * 
79 | Malta “ - 2 p a . - 
80 Gambia - - - z : x ‘3 
81 Straits Settlements - - -! : . s 
$2 Grenada - . = = 2 e . 
53 Barbados - “ = e > > i 
84. St. Vincent - m 2 e ‘ 7 
85 | Hong Kong - . = ; * . 
86 St. Lucia - é . - - = 
87 Falkland Islands - * 3 . z s 
38 Gold Coast m « “ 3 = cs 
89 | Basutoland - ° - . - | 1892-93 
90 | Ceylon - - - - - - | 1892 
91 Zululand = - - . : se “ 
92 Mauritius - . re 3 A ‘ i 
03 Labuan ~ x - : s 2 ‘ 
94. British Honduras - a z a 
95 | Lagos - - - . ‘ : 2 
96 Sierra Leone - - “ rl : 3 
97 Fiji - - “ is a z . 
98 Rodrigues - - “ S = a i 
99 St. Helena “ * = ‘ i 4s 
100 | British Bechuanaland - - 4 - | 1892-98 
101 British Guiana - - ; L = z 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
No. Colony. Subject. 
e 
1 | Gold Coast - - | Economic Agriculture. 
2 Zululand - 2 - | Forests. 


3 | Sierra Leone - ~ | Geology and Botany. 
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(For Report for 1891 see Colonial Report [Annual] No. 67.) 


Sir Terence O’Brien to the MAarqurss oF RIPON 


Government House, St. John’s, 
My Lorp MaARQuvuEss, January 8, 1894. 
IT wave the honour to forward the Blue Book returns for 
1892, which have been carefully prepared in the office of the 
Hon. the Colonial Secretary, together with a report from this 
officer. 

2. It is a source of regret to me that much of the information 
given is in an incomplete form, owing to the wholesale destruction 
of so many of our Government Offices and of their records by 
the fire of the 6th Julv 1892. 

3. The increasing debt of the Colony is also a subject of great 
anxiety. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) T. O’Brien, Lieut.-Colonel, 


Governor. 


RePporrt oN Buiut Book, NEwFOUNDLAND, 1892. 


May IT PLEASE’ YOUR EXCELLENCY, 

I wave the honour to forward you herewith the Blue 
Book of this Colony for the year 1892, for transmission to Her 
Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies. 

The destruction of the records of the Customs and other 
departments by the fire of the 8th July, 1892, has left me without 
the means of furnishing your Excellency wit! a full return under 
all heads. For purposes, therefore, of comparison the Blue Book 
of the year under consideration can be of little use, and this report 
can only deal in a general way with the subjects of trade, finance, 
shipping, and fisheries. 

Having taken into consideration the official returns which are at 
our disposal, and the information derived from outside sources, we 
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are led to the conclusion that the Colony was more than usuaily 
prosperous in 1892. 

The sealing industry with which our fishing season opens was 
more than usually productive, yielding $84,977 more in returns 
than did 1891, which year was itself much above an average one. 
The Shore Cod Fishery was good; the Labrador, though less 
productive than that of 1891, was nevertheless above the average. 
The Bank Fishery shows an improvement in the average catch per 
vessel, though there is a falling off in the number of vessels 
engaged. ‘The other fisheries were fairly up to the average, while 
the price realised for all compares favourably with that of other 
years. 

Our farmers suffered from a short hay crop, but the extraordinary 
productiveness of the root and other crops more than compensated 
for this reduction. 

The full return of exports embraced under the head of “ mines,” 
the records of which, coming on to St. John’s subsequent to the 
fire, are available, show that this industry has been actively 
prosecuted, yielding a return valued at $380,592 in excess of 
1891. 

From the increased receipts under the head of duties for the 
part of the year previous to the fire we gather that the purchasing 
power of the Colony had in no way diminished. It is difficult 
to decide, with regard to the large increase of revenue for the 
latter half of the year, as to how much is due to the fire and how 
much to normal increase. 

Deposits in the Savings Bank in 1892 amounted to $1,237,072, 
and withdrawals to $664,399, leaving an amount remaining on the 
books for the year of $572,673. The sum deposited in 1892 is 
$586,166 in excess of that deposited in 1891. A portion of this 
increase may be attributed to the city fire, and to the temporary 
deposit of moneys received by fire sufferers from the insurance 
companies. 

Railway work during the building season, %.e., from early in 
May to late in December, was continuous and afforded remunera- 
tive employment to several hundred of our people. 


FINANCE. 


The revenue of the Colony for the year 1892 was $1,883,790.55 ; 
that for 1891 was $1,973,275.34, from which, for purposes of 
comparison, should be deducted the amount received on account 
of loans ($153,069.54), sale of roadway and tools, Hall’s Bay Line 
($196,855.76), and insurance on public buildings burnt ($8,625) ; 
this will give us, as the revenue from normal sources, 
$1,623,350.04. From the revenue for 1892 must be deducted on 
account of insurance, public buildings burnt, $32,260, and the 
revenue from ordinary sources will be found to exceed that of 1891 
by $260,440.51, all of which is due to an increased Customs 
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revenue, amounting to $307,443.58 more than in 1891. There ala 


was a falling off in the other sources of revenue, notably interest 
on guaranteed loan due by St. John’s Municipal Council, an 
accretion of nearly three years’ interest having been paid in 1891 
while none was paid in 1892. This may be accounted for by the 
fact that the Council were unable to collect the usual taxes in the 
burnt section of the city, and that the whole of the taxes raised in 
the other and smaller sections were required to meet current 
expenses. 

The expenditure for 1892 was $1,668,120.64 as against 
$1,831,432.43 in 1891. For purposes of comparison it will be 
necessary to exclude expenditure upon capital account which, in 
1891, amounted to $153,069.54 and in 1892 to $22,983.04, and 
we find a reduction in the expenditure for 1892, as compared with 
that of 1891, of $33,225.29. 

The statement dealing with the assets and liabilitie of the 
colony shows that the floating balance against the colony has 
been reduced during the year by $261,080.04. 

The funded public debt of the colony has been increased 
during the year 1892 by $1,170,003.70 made up as follows— 


$ 
Debenture under St. John’s Rebuilding 
et : . - 78,003.70 
Railway Construction - - - 1,092,000.00 
$1,170,003.70 


It now stands at $6,393,367.41, 54 millions of which bear 
interest at 34 and 4 per cent. 

Deducting from this total the debt due by the St. John’s 
Municipal Council, and guaranteed by the Government, ie., 
$928,983.24 and adding the floating debt, $616,382.79, the 
actual public debt of the colony will be found to be $6,080,761.90 
or about $33-00 per head of population. 

To represent the increase of debt in 1892 there were 70 
additional miles of railway built, and purchases of land were 
made subsequent to the fire for the widening of the streets and 
the general improvement of- the town of St. John’s. 


TRADE. 


The return of imports for 1892 is complete only as regards 
four outports; for the rest of the colony it is for the half-year 
ending 3lst December. That of the exports covers St. John’s 
and five outports for the whole year, the rest of the colony for the 
latter half. The figures given, though incomplete, indicate a 
favourable condition of trade, and, if we take into consideration the 
increase in Customs revenue for the first half year, would seem, 
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to point to an increased activity in business as compared with 
1891, even after making the allowance for the abnormal impor- 
tation of those articles required to replace the stock destroyed by 
the fire. We may therefore safely assume that the move- 
ments in trade in 1892 were quite equal to, if they did not surpass. 
those of 1891, while its conditions were equally prosperous. 
In confirmation of this assumption the following extract from 


. the Budget Speech of the Hon. Receiver General, delivered on 


the 6th April 1893, may be quoted . . . “I believe I am 
*‘ quite warranted in saying that the trade of the colony during 
“ the year under consideration (1892) was quite equal, if not 
“ superior, to that of any year within my recollection.” 


SHIPPING, 


The shipping seturns are only partial. They indicate an 
increase in the number of arrivals and departures over 1891 as 
also the tonnage entered and cleared. 

There were, at the close of 1892, 2,202 vessels registered in 
Newfoundland, with a tonnage aggregating 92,009 tons. 


LEGISLATION. 


The Acts passed during the session of 1892 which from their 
importance call for special comment, are as follows— 


The St. John’s Municipal Act. 


Consolidating and amending all former Acts. It defines the 
duties and functions of the Municipal Council, marks the limits 
of the town, and provides that all municipal functions are vested 
in the council subject only to revision of estimates and taxation 
by the Legislature. 


The Education (Consolidation and Amendment) Act. 


Arranges for the re-adjustment of grants in accordance with 
the census of 1891, and appropriates a sum of $20,000 in 
augmentation of teachers’ salaries and for the establishment of a 
Teachers’ Pension Fund. 


Foreign Fishing Vessels Act. 
Auithorises the issue of Licences for one year, enabling foreign 


vessels to enter any port in the island for the purchase of bait 
and supplies, at a fee of $1.50 per ton. 
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Solemnization of Matrimony Amendment Act. 


Permits commissioners and staff officers of the Salvation Army, 
when duly licensed by the Governor, to celebrate marriage. 


And, during the Special Session called subsequent to the fire, 
the 


St. John’s Rebuilding Act (Amendment). 


Describes the plan upon which the rebuilding of the town is to 
proceed, provides for the manner in which compensation for 
land taken shall be assessed and paid, and authorises the Govern- 
ment to assume the powers of the Municipal Council in relation 
to the laying out of the streets and other matters connected 
therewith. 


Land Tenure Act 


This Act provides that where, after the passing of this Act, a 
building lease shall be for less than 99 years the tenant shall be 
compensated for improvements, amount to be determined 
by arbitration and the method under which the same shall be 
conducted ; directs that the awards shall be to the value, to the 
incoming tenant, of the improvements made, and that no account 
shall be taken of the increased value of land from any cause. It 
defines a building lease as a lease of land upon which the lessee 
erects a building with the consent of the lessor. 

These and other Acts of minor importance passed during the 
two Sessions have already been fully reported upon by the Hon. 
the Attorney General. 


EDUCATION. 


There is very little of special importance to report under this 
head. The additional grant of $20,000 per annum, all of which 
is applied to bonuses for teachers according to grade and for the 
establishment of a pension fund, has given the greatest satisfaction. 
In 1891 there were 552 schools with an attendance of 33,094. In 
1892 the figures were 504 and 34,526 respectively. he total 
expenditure, including Legislative Grant, fees, and voluntary 
contributions, amounted in 1892 to $138,369. 


FISHERIES. 


Owing to insufficient data I am, unfortunately, not in a position 
to report in a satisfactory or definite way upon the result of this, 
our chief industry. However, from sources other than those 
supplied by the figures in the Blue Book, and for the most part 
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unofficial, I have obtained sufficient reliable information to be able 
to announce a successful result generally. The catch for some of 
the fisheries, though quite up to the average, was below that of last 
year, while others, notably the seal and shore cod fishery, were 
remarkably productive. With the exception of the lobster and 
Bank fishery the several branches of this industry were carried on 
more extensively than at any period during the last decade. A 
reason for this increased vigour can possibly be found in the 
excellent result of last year’s operations, which doubtless induced 
our business people to provide a larger outfit. Dealing with each 
branch of the fishery separately, and entering somewhat more into 
details, I find that the result of the seal fishery for 1892 is valued 
as follows :— 


$ 
5,301 tons of oil - - - - 397,575.00 
390,174 seal skins - - - 468,209.00 
Total - - - - 865,784.00 


as against the following for 1891— 


8 
4,478 tons of oil - - é * 
364,981 seal skins £ : _ 7 780,807.00 
an increase of —- - : - 84,977.00 


Taken as a whole the cod fishery was, in its several branches, 
superior in its yield to that of last year. The full returns of the 
Shore and Labrador fisheries are not available but, as I have stated 
above, the information received from extraneous sources shows that 
the Shore catch was much above the average whilst that of the 
Labrador was slightly below. The Bank catch was exceedingly 
good for the smaller fleet engaged; the take per man being 65 
qtls. as against 40 in 1891. 


The pickled fish industry was very unsuccessful in all its 
branches. ‘The catch of salmon was very small and the prices 
realised were low. The Shore and Labrador herring fishery was 
unfortunately one of the worst on record. ‘The latter, which was, 
until the last three years, one of the most profitable and successful 
of our fisheries, appears to have failed entirely ; the limited quantity 
of herring which now visit the shores of that dependency are both 
smaller in size and poorer in quality than in former years, indeed it 
may Le said that the once famous “ Labrador ” herring has, during 
the last two or three years, entirely disappeared from its shores. It 
is to be hoped that this valuable fish will shortly return to Labrador 
waters and, unlike the mackerel, once very plentiful, but now rarely 
seen on our coasts, that it will provide our fishermen for many 
years to come with the means of supplementing, very largely, their 
earnings at the cod fishery. 
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The lobster fishery has not been as remunerative as in former Nzwrounp- 


years. The short catch is doubtless due to the establishment of a 
lengthy close season and to other restrictive legislation, principally 
directed against the taking of undersized fish, There can be no 
question as to the wisdom of this legislation. Prior to its initiation 
this fishery was prosecuted in such a way that its immediate and 
complete destruction appeared to be inevitable. Under the new 
regulations now in force I feel confident that in a few years this 
industry will again attain its former proportions. As another 
factor in producing a result so highly desirable must be mentioned 
artificial hatching. In 1892 4292 millions lobsters, thus hatched, 
were planted in the various bays of the island. . 


SHIPBUILDING. 


I regret I have nothing favourable to report with regard to 
this industry. In 1892 bounty was paid on only 15 vessels, 
ageregating 593 tons. In all probability the cause of this decline 
is to be found in the curtailment of the Bank outfit which threw a 
large number of the vessels employed in this industry into the 
other branches of our fisheries and thus offset the requirements due 
to losses or increased outfit. 


LUMBERING. 


As a set-off against the decadence in shipbuilding I have much 
satisfaction in reperting the increased prosperity in lumbering ; 
indeed it is rapidly taking a high place among the industries of the 
colony. Although a partial return only of exports under this 
head is available, vet it will be noticed that nearly 1,000 M feet 
were exported in 1892 more than in 1891. How much more 
would have been available for exportation had it not been for the 
great fire it is impossible tosay. Considerably more than half the 
enormous quantity of lumber required for the rebuilding of the 
destroyed city was supplied from our forests. It will be noted 
that notwithstanding the abnormal condition of things which 
existed subsequent to the fire, the importation of lumber during 
thehalf year ending December 31st (the period during which nine- 
tenths of the lumber imported for the year came in) was fully 
1,000 M feet less than it was 10 years ago, when the importation 
represented a normal trade. $20 per M is the value set on the 
lumber, by the Customs authorities, exported to Great Britain, an 
estimate which I cannot but think is below the actual amount 
realised on an article the high value of which is now fully 
recognised in British markets. 


MANUFACTURES. 


I have little to report with regard to these beyond that they 
continue to increase, if not rapidly, at least steadily. No new ones 
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have been enterprised this year, but although several of the most 
important manufactories were destroyed by the fire, yet, such was 
the energy displayed by their owners in rebuilding and replacing 
their stock, &c. that no serious loss resulted to either employers or 
employees. 


AGRICULTURE. 


The season of 1892 having been exceptionally dry the hay crop 
was short all over the island. The root crop was both abundant 
in quantity and excellent in quality. It may be said that on the 
whole the season was a fairly prosperous one for the farmers. 


RAILWAYS. 


During 1892 operations on the Hall’s Bay Line were rapidly 
pushed forward and at the close of the season the line was open to 
the public for a distance of 135 miles. Some 15 miles more of 
iron was laid and in addition to that 27 miles of road were graded. 
It affords me much pleasure to note the extremely satisfactory 
way in which the contractor is carrying out the work of construction. 
By the end of the year the capital was connected by rail with the 
great Northern Bays of Trinity and Bonavista, and already the 
beneficial effect of this connection is being felt, enabling residents 
of those bays to travel to and obtain supplies from St. John’s at a 
time when, previous to the construction of the railway, they were 
locked up in their respective harbours by the Arctic ice, which, for 
the greater part of the winter, blocks our north-eastern coast line. 


MINING. 


Mining statistics show an increase in value of more than one 
third over the previous year, The shipments of copper and other 
ores in 1892 were as follows :— 

Ingots, 899 tons, value $213,288. Regulus, 5,744, value 
$316,584. Green, 20,000 tons, value $134,000. Iron pyrites, 
35,176 tons, value $316,584. Total value, $980,456, as compared 
with $626,000 in 1891. 

Asbestos mining is progressing satisfactorily. The several 
properties are being worked with a view to testing the extent of 
deposits rather than the extraction of the mineral. The indications 
afford good reason for the belief that this will prove of very 
considerable economic importance ere long. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) R. Bonn, 
Colonial Secretary. 


223 


COLONIAL REPORTS.—ANNUAL. 


No. 108. 
ST. VINCENT. 


ANNUAL REPORT FOR 1893. 


(For Report for 1892, see Colonial Report [Annual] No. 84.) 
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The following, among other, Reports relating to Her Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions, have been issued, and may be obtained for a few 
pence from the sources indicated on the title page :— 


ANNUAL. 
No. Colony. Year. 
i ce 2k ee : - - - =| 1891 
73 | British Honduras” - a = % Be 
74 | Turks and Caicos Islands’ - - ” - 1892 
75 | Gibraltar - ° gm . “ 
76 |Bahamas - 2 2 “ : i 
77 | Leeward Islands - ‘ a * nt 
75 | Trinidad and Tobago . ~ - . ~. 
79 | Malta - : = = : ; 
80 |Gambia - a 5 - _ ™ 
81 | Straita Settlements - : = < © 
82 | Grenada - - s a a é 74 
83 | Barbados - z . 2 J ¥ 
84 | St. Vincent - - 3 2 > e 
85 | Hong Kong . . % 
86 | St. Lucia - = . as z ¥ - 
87 |Falkland Islands’ - - - - Sy 
88 | Gold Coast “ “ < 3 7 
89 | Basutoland - - . - | 1892-93 
90 | Ceylon = - ‘ 1892 
91 Zululand - - . % . = 
92 | Mauritius - < - « ‘ rm - 
93 |Labuan - - ‘ % _ 3 
94 | British Honduras - - . rt = ic 
95 | Lagos” - - - - - * 
96 | Sierra Leone - - . - : m 
97 | Fiji - - . = 3 - 
98 | Rodrigues - - - - - “ f 
99 | St. Helena - ws - - od = 
100 | British Bechuanaland - - - - | 1892-93 
101 | British Guiana - - - 
102 | Newfoundland - - . - - 1892 
103 | Jamaica - - - - . -| 1892-93 
104 | Victoria - = - - a 1892 
105 | Bermuda - . - = > 1893 
106 | Gambia - - = a = a 
107 | Hong Kong - - - - a 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
No. Coiony. Subject. 
1 | Gold Coast : - -| Economic Agriculture. 
2 Zululand - - -| Forests. 


3  |Sierra Leone - - - | Geology and Botany. 
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No. 108. 
ST. VINCENT. 


(For Report for 1892, see Colonial Report [Annual] No. 84.) 


Sir Cuas. Bruce to the Marquess oF Ripon. 


My Lorp, Grenada, May 26, 1894. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit the Blue Book of the 
Colony of Saint Vincent for the year 1893, together with the 
report of the Administrator. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) Cuas. BRUCE. 


1. Taxes, Duties, and Fees. 


No changes were made under these heads during 1893, with 
the exception of an Order in Council, which exerted from import 
duty “all official goods for Foreign Consulates,” in accordance 
with the provisions of section 3 of Ordinance Ne. 3 of 1893. 


2. Revenue and Expenditure. 
Revenue. 


The Revenue for the year was 27,9141, being just slightly in 
excess of he amount estimated for. 

The only head which showed a falling off to any extent was 
Customs, 9101. 

This was balanced by increases under Licences and Internal 
Revenue, 4100., and Post Office, 555/. 

Small increases and decreases under various other heads 
practically balancing each other. 

The fall in Customs Revenue is due to general depression in 
trade during the year, especially in the dry goods trade. 


Expenditure. 


The total expenditure for the year was 29,4391,, 1,525/, in 
excess of the Revenue, or 1,676/. in excess of the estimate for the 
year. 

I 92380. Wt. 21999. 
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The heads under which increases show are :— 


Post Office, 596/., due to increase of subsidy and transit 
charges. 

Telephones, 156/., additions to staff. 

Audit, 1032. two years’ charge paid in 1893. 

Hospitals, 204/., necessary additional maintenance. 

Miscellaneous, 1321.—Official Telegrams, 96/.; Town rates 
on Government buildings, 361. 

Public Works Extraordinary, 412/—Repairing Layou 
Public Buildings, 182/.; Buccament Cemetery, 601; 
Experimental Distillery at Lower Diamond, 1721. 


3. Public Debt. 


At the close of 1893 the Public Debt of the Colony was. 
16,240/., as against 15,2507. at the end of 1892. 

The increase of the debt by 990/. is due to the raising of 1,500/. 
new debentures under the Kingstown Water Supply Loan 
Ordinance, 1889, necessary to refund the general revenue which had 
advanced the amount necessary to complete the new Waterworks, 
and also by the issue of debentures for a new loan of 1,000/, 
authorised by the Georgetown Water Supply Loan Ordinance 
of 1893, which sum was required to repay the Treasury 
for having advanced to the Town of Georgetown 1,0000. out of 
the Revenue of the Colony; except the debt for Crown lands, all 
the other loans have been steadily reduced. 


The following is a statement of the Public Debt at the end of 
1893 :— 


£ 

Government House Loan - - - 1,520 
Public Buildings Loan - - - 400 
Crown Lands Expenditure Loan - - 1,920 
Public Loan - - * - - 1,850 
Immigration Loan - - - - 2,750 
Kingstown Water Supply Loan ~ - 6,800 
Georgetown Water Supply Loan - - 1,000 

£16,240 


4, Public Works. 


The expenditure on Public Works during the year was 3,382/., 
a sum very similar to the previous year, without counting the 
cost (about 1,000/.) of the telephone line to Windward; 1,1217. 
was spent on the roads. 
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Among the principal works undertaken in 4893 were the 5? Vincent. 
following :— 1893. 


General repairs to public buildings. 
Repairs to Government Office, Kingstown. 
Re-building Layou Police Station. 

Fitting up a close still at Lower Diamond, 
Sanitary improvements, Colonial Hospital. 
Fixing railings, Kingstown Jetty. 

New Cemetery, Buccament. 

Repairs, Kingstown Prison. 


5. Legislation, 


Ten Ordinances were passed in 1893, the titles of which are 

as follows :— 

No. 1. To legalize the expenditure of certain sums of money 
paid from the general revenue for the service of the year one 
thousand eight hundred and ninety-one, in addition to the 
sums granted by the “ Appropriation Ordinance, 1891.” 

No. 2. To provide for the service of the year one thousand eight 
hundred and ninety-three. 

No. 3. To provide for the exemption from import duty of 
official goods imported for the use of foreign Consulates. 

No. 4. To make further and better provision for the promotion 
of education. 

No. 5. To legalize the expenditure of certain sums of money 
paid from the general revenue for the service of the year 
eighteen hundred and ninety-two, in addition to the sum 
granted by the “ Appropriation Ordinance, 1891.” 

No. 6. To amend the “ Kingstown Harbour Regulation 
Ordinance, 1885.” 

No. 7. To protect the Government telephone lines erected in 
this Island. 

No. 8. To amend “the Public Officers Security Ordinance 
1890.” 

No. 9. To raise a loan to repay to the general revenue of 
this Colony a loan made by it to the town of Georgetown 
under the “Georgetown Water Supply Ordinance, 1891.” 

No. 10 To raise a loan to meet the past and future expense 
of establishing the telephone system in this Island. 


The more important of these measures were the following :— 
No. 4. Education —Under this Ordinance an improved system 
of education was introduced. 


No. 7. Telephone,—This Ordinance gave powers for the protec 
tion, &c. of the newly created Government telephone lines, 
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Nos. 9 and 10.—Ordinances raising loans to refund the revenue 
for advances made by it for the Georgetown Waterworks and 
the estabiishment of telephones. 


6. Councils, 
The few changes that occurred under this head were :— 


Mr. C. Ormond Hazell as Acting Attorney-General became ez 
officio a member of the Executive Council, and Mr. Geoffrey 
P. St. Aubyn, while acting as Treasurer during the absence on 
leave of Mr. F. B. Griffith, and again when acting as Attorney- 
General, became ex officio a member of the Executive Council. 

Mr, C. J. Simmons was re-appointed by Her Majesty the Queen 
an unofficial member of the Legislative Council, lst January, 
1893. 


7. Civil Establishment. 
The following changes occurred :— 


His Excellency the Hon. Sir Walter Hely-Hutchinson, K.C.M.G., 
left the Government of the Windward Islands on 30th June on 
promotion. 


His Excellency Sir Charles Bruce, K.C.M.G., assumed the 
Government of the Windward Islands on 25th October, and of 
St. Vincent on 18th November. 


Captain Maling C.M.G., resigned his appointment on 30th 
June. 


Mr. Edward Drayton administered the Government of 
St. Vincent from Ist to 3rd July. 


Colonel J. H. Sandwith, C.B., assumed the Government of the 
Colony on 4th July. 


Mr, Musgrave from 1st June performed the duties of Super- 
intendent of Crown Lands only. Mr. Griffith was appointed to 
act as Chief Clerk during his absence, 


Mr. Grannum left the Colony on 2nd June on promotion. 
Mr. Rice was appointed to act as Second Clerk, Government 
Office. 


Mr. St. Aubyn, Police Magistrate, Kingstown District. acted 
as Treasurer, during the absence on vacation leave of Mr. Griffith, 
from 3rd to 20th November. 


Mr. Emett acted as Chief Landing Waiter during the absence 
on leave of Mr. Isaacs. Mr. Brown acted as Second Landing 
Waiter. 


Mr. Osment acted as Chief of Police from 1st to 3rd January. 


Mr. Mayers was appointed to act as Inspector of Schools, while 
Mr. Griffith performed the duties of Chief Clerk, Government 
Office. 


«~] 
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Mr. O. Hazell performed the duties of Attorney-General irom 
17th June to 30th November, during the absence of Mr. O. Smith ; 
Mr. St. Aubyn acted in the same capacity from 1st December. 

Mr. Dalrymple acted as Clerk to the Registrar during the 
absence on leave of Mr. Huggins. 

Mr. W. E. Davis acted as Registrar of Births, Marriages, and 
Deaths, Kingstown District, during the absence on leave of 


Mrs. Checkley. 


8. Pensions. 


During the year one pension has been granted viz.:— 
L 
Scipio T. Hunt, late police constable — - - 15 
The pension list has, on the other hand, been relieved by the 
deaths of the following pensioners :— 


SN aR 

William Cupid, late police constable - 18 15 O 

William Geodridge, dy M2 - 26 13 4 
Rev. H. Flint, of over 2i years’ service as 

curate of St. George’s Cathedral wore 5 Bay 1 

£95 19 5 


9. Consuls. 


Senor M. Bermudez Lecuna was appointed Consul for the 
Republic of Venezuela, but resides at Grenada. 


10. Population. 


The total population of the Colony at the end of 1893 was 
computed to be 43,300. 


The births, marriages, and deaths in the year were :— 


Births, 1,832, add 98 still-born. 
Marriages, 238. 
Deaths, 1,128, add 98 still-born. 


the birth-rate and death-rate per thousand being respectively 
44:2 and 26:2. 

Owing to an epidemic of bilious remittent fever in the 
Grenadines during last autumn, the death-rate amongst those 
Islands rose to 30°6, or exactly double that of 1892; except for 
this difference, the remaining districts of St. Vincent preserved 
their nominal rates, and again proved the exceeding healthy 
climate that this Colony is noted for. 
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1l. Education. 


There were 45 schools open during the year, 41 in the Island 
of St. Vincent and four in the Grenadines,—the school in Mayreau 
Island, which was closed in 1892, having been re-opened—with an 
average attendance of 3,219, and a total of 5,958 names on the 
registers, 

From the subjoined comparative statement it may be satis- 
factorily observed that the statistics show a considerable increase 
on the previous year, except in the return of “ Average 
Attendance.” 


_— | 1892. | 1893. 
Number on rolls - - - - 5,848 5,958 
Average attendance - - - = 3,292 3,219 
Candidates presented at annual examinations 2,878 3,015 
Passes in the standards - - - 2,494 2,729 
Marks awarded - - - - 31,430 42,771 


The total amount of tne Government grant to primary schouls 
was as follows :— 


pe Sane: 5 

Results - - - - 1,044 7 O 
Capitation Fees ~ - - 742 8 8 
Pupil Teachers - - «i i> Fol 1OSG 
Rent, Repairs, Furniture - - 24 0 0 
£1,932 5 8 


The rules under the new Education Ordinance came into force 
in October. A classification of the teachers has taken place, and 
certificates have been granted them according to their qualifications. 
It may be added that the system cf payments is different from 
the plan adopted under the old rules, where teachers were paid by 
results and capitation fees on average attendance. Under the 
new scheme, teachers are paid under fcur headings :—(i.) Capi- 
tation; (ii.) Results ; (ii.) Discipline- bonus $ (iv.) Class certificate. 
It seems that, with the new Educaticn Ordinance, the grant for 
Education will have to be considerably increased later on. 

A further sum of 121/. 6s. 8d. was granted in aid of the 
Kingstown Grammar School, 212. 6s. 8d. of which represents 
capitation fees allowed on the grils’ department which is 
attached to the school. 


i) 
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12. Imports and Exports, 
Imports. 
The value of the Imports during 1893 amounted to 93,424/., or 
less than in 1892 by 9,5572. 


£ 
The Imports from the United Kingdom fell off - 7,926 
and from the Colonies - - - - 4,124. 


Together 12,05¢ 
But from foreign countries (United States, 
2,510/., less decreases from other places, 177.) 
there was a net increase of - - - 2,493 


thus leaving a net general decrease of - £9,557 


The decrease in the value of Imports from the United Kingdom 
was of goods liable to “ ad valorem” duty, not enumerated, chiefly 
what are known as “ dry goods” (4,5071.) ; also, machinery (1,0392,), 
Government importations (1,323/.); sundry other items complete 
the difference. 

The decrease in the Imports from the British Colonies is referable 
to no particular items, but is general. 

These decreases may be regarded as nominal, being due to 
importations direct from the. United States of goods which would 
otherwise have appeared as being imported from Barbados. 

In this way, also, the increase of Imports from the United States 
may be accounted for. 


Exports. 
The value of the Exports in 1893 was 114,6941, a decrease as 
compared with 1892 of 2,878/. 


The value of Exports to the United Kingdom 
decreased - - - - - 10,528 


and to the Colonies = iS 3 5 5 779 


Together 11,300 
But those to foreign countries increased by (net) 8,422 


making the net difference - - £2,878 


a 


as shown above. The increased export to the United States was 
11,780/., but there was a large decrease in respect of other foreign 
places. The increase in the value of Exports to the United States 
was due up to the amount of 10,3391. to increased price of sugar. 
The whole of that product, 3,319 hogsheads (less three hogsheads), 
was shipped to that country. 

I 82880, 
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The following tables of the chief products of the Colony exported 
will be of some interest :— 


Table of Quantities exported reduced to the common Standard. 


Increase, | Decrease, 
1893. 1893. 


a 1893. 1892. 


Sugars - - RS - hhds, 3,619 8,884 ~— 265 
Rum - - - - puns, 242 566 — 324 
Molasses - - + casks 749 1,367 — 618 
Arrowroot - - - barrels 22,310 23,433 — 1,123 
Cocoa ~ - - - Ibs. | 130,854 129,589 1,265 -- 

Cotton tt «<=, .) =. Jdbm: [98,088 49,396 os 14,147 


Table of Destination of the Products given in the preceding Table. 


United Other 
States. Colonies. 


United | British* 
Kingdom. | Colonies. 


Sugar - - -  -  hhds. _— aad 3,616 3 
Rum - - - - puns, 206 6 o— 30 
Molasses - - = = casks 25 25 533 166 
Arrowroot - - - barrels 15,860 6,067 66 317 
Cocoa - ~ - = lbs 73,764 56,238 672 180 
Cotton - - - - lbs. 14,400 18,849 — —_ 


* Almost entirely Barbados. 


13. Shipping. 
The total number of sailing vessels entered during the past year 
was 303. 


The tonnage of these vessels in the aggregate amounted to 12,897 
tons; their crews to 1,682. 


The total number of sailing vessels cleared was 304, with a 
tonnage of 13,505, and crews 1,748. 


The total number of steam vessels entered was 109, with 
tonnage amounting to 123,840, and crews 4,679. 


The same number of steam vessels cleared as were entered. 


COLONIAL REPORTS.—ANNUAL. 11 
Of the sailing vessels the nationalities were as follows :— 
Nationality. | Entered. Cleared. 

British « - - - - - 276 278 
American - - - ~ ~ 7 5 
Venezuelan - - - - - 11 ll 
Dutch - - - - - - 7 7 
French - - “ - - 5 2 2 
Norwegian - - - « - an 1 

Total . - « 803 | 304 


All the steam vessels entered and cleared were British. 


The following is a comparative statement of the sailing vessels 
entered and cleared during the last two years :— 


1892. 1893. Decrease. 
No. Tons. No. Tons. No. Tous. 
eae eS, EE 2S ee I Ee CO 
Entered - Z -| 313] 18,566 | 303 | 12,897 8 669 
Cleared - - 301 14,382 304 13,505 3 877 


The following table also shows the differences in the number and 
tonnage of steam vessels entered and cleared as compared with 
the previous year :— 


1892, | 1893, | Increase. 


105 119,154 109 123,840 4 4,686 


St. Vincert. 
1893. 


—em 


233 


234 


st. VINCENT. 
-1893. 


12 COLONIAL REPORTS.—ANNUAL. 


14, Agriculture. 


Under this heading reference must be made to the Botanic 
Station which shows great progress since its re-establishment in 
1890, when a portion of the grounds of the Old Botanic Garden 
of St. Vincent, which was the first of its kind in the West Indies, 
and started in 1765, but allowed in 1849 to go out of cultivation, 
was again turned into use. 


It is most interesting to note that the present Botanic Station 
is of great assistance to the Colony, and of growing importance 
to the planters, who are able to study the various experiments 
conducted for the benefit not only of the planter class, but also of 
the peasant proprietors. 


During the last year grants of coffee and cocoa plants have 
been made to the purchasers of Crown Lands, to encourage the 
growth and produce of those valuable trees, which should ere 
long add considerably to the revenue of the Colony and the 
prosperity of the planters themselves. 


The authorities of Kew Gardens give every assistance, not only 
in giving advice but also in furnishing valuable seeds and plants, 
and in the hands of the indefatigable and energetic Curator, 
Mr. H. Powell, the future success and development of the Botanic 
Station is assured, and it is to be hoped that the minor industries 
of fruit products throughout the Island will receive greater 
attention than has lateiy been the case. 


During the fall of the year, a small Meteorological Station was 
formed in the gardens, and reliable observations were recorded 


for the last quarter. 


Though sugar is still the chief staple product, the cultivation of 
arrowroot is largely on the increase, and, after the introduction of 
a better class of machinery, since 1890, the quality of arrowroot 


has much improved. 


Much greater attention has lately been paid to the cultivation 
of cocoa, coffee, and spices, and several new plantations are now 
commencing to bear with a hopeful promise for the future ; the 
frequent visits of the Curator to different localities, and his 
practical lessons on planting and pruning, given on the spot, are 
productive of much good. 
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15. Crown Lands, 


Though only seven grants were actually made in 1893, as 
compared with 74 in 1892, there were no less than 108 fresh 
applications for grants, representing an area of 676 acres, as 
against 505 in the previous twelve months, whilst new villages 
have been laid out in convenient sites, from which 32 village lots 
have been sold in addition to the 108 applications mentioned 
above. 


The sum of 1,147/. 9s. 3d. was paid into the Treasury in 
1893 (9291, 4s. 5d. since the 1st June) in connexion with the 
survey and allotment scheme, showing a satisfactory working, 
especially during the latter half of the year, when money is always 
more plentiful amongst the peasantry. 


The compulsory-cultivation clauses are being carried out 
satisfactorily, and the crops of 1896 should show a marked 
increase in the exports of cocoa, nutmegs, and coffee from lands 
which hitherto have returned no revenue to the Colony. 


The scheme being now well established, its success in dealing 
with the question of unemployed and unoccupied lands is assured, 
both from a philanthropic and a financial point of view. 


The movement, moreover, which is more or less a social 
revolution, is being accomplished without friction in this Colony, 
very little opposition being shown, even by those whose personal 
interests may be deemed antagonistic to that part of the scheme 
which establishes an independent class of small proprietors on the 
boundaries of their estates. 


This favourable result in St. Vincent should have an important 
influence on the same problem which still remains to be solved in 
some of the West Indian Islands. 


Great interest in the progress of the scheme was shown by 
Mr. Reeve, the Director of Surveys, who, ably assisted by 
Mr. Musgrave, Superintendent of Crown Lands, worked hard to 
develop the resources of this fertile Island. 


16. Prisons and Prisoners. 


The following table presents a comparative statement of the 
working of the prison during the last four years :— 
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previously convicted. 
Bias as 
Numb Committed 
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Committed cui , for 
Year. of Com- her SBR: Fasat i Three 
or De enal Im- 
mitments. Te ihe bah 8 Once. | Twice.| or 
wantof {prisonment. 
Sureties. more: 
1890 ° 170 48 119 4 8 10 
1891 - 176 135 16 7 9 
1892 : . 186 54 129 17 10 23 
1898s - 149 41 106 19 9 29 
Total . 681 9 183 489 56 84 71 
Average ° 170°25 2°25 46 122°25 14 8°5 18 


8 8 2 106 20°0 2 
1 8 4 127 26°25 1 
3 7 18 101 83°20 2 
1 12 8 90 31°27 3 
8 30 27 424 110°72 8 
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17, Criminal Statistics. 


There was an increase of 287 in the number of offences reported 
to the police, the total being 1,633, against 1,346 in 1892; the 
increase shows under the headings of Predial Larceny and other 
offences, but does not in any way signify that crime is more rife 
than heretofore. 

The following table explains how the cases were disposed of in 
the magistrates’ courts :— 


Discharged for want of prosecution - : - 506 
Dismissed on the merits - - - ~ - 214 
Summarily convicted = - - - - - 885 
Committed for trial - - - - - - 28 


The cases tried in the Superior Court were disposed of as 
follows :— 


Judgment for the Crown - - - - - 21 
Judgment for prisoner - - - - ~ 9 
Cases not prosecuted - - ~ - - = 8 
The 21 convictions were for the following offences :— 
For rape - - - - - ~ as | 
,, other offences against the person - - - § 
3 robbery with violence - - - - pM | 
5, Other offences against property - : - 14 


18. Hospitals. 


At the close of 1892 there were 60 patients in Hospital, 40 
being males and 20 females. 

In 1893 there were 441 admissions of patients, 301 males and 
140 females, so that a total of 501 were treated, giving a daily 
average of 62°5, a slight increase over 1892. 

Ninety-nine operations were performed, and it is with satisfaction 
a note can be made that only one death resulted. 

The accompanying table shows number of cases treated under the 
different classes, with the number of deaths, as compared with 
1892 :— 


1892. 1893. 


Diseases treated. 


No. of Cases. Boas No. of Cases. 


No. of 
Deaths. 


General - - - 117 17 125 il 


Local - - - - 284 14 308 30 
Injuries - - - 58 1 68 1 


Total - - - 459 32 501 42 
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19. Literary Institutions. 


The St. Vincent Public Library, which had become moribund, 
was revived in 1892, and re-opened last year in Kingstown by the 
aid of a Government grant. 

At the end of 1893 there were 103 subscribers, who evinced, by 
their daily attendance, great interest in the reading rooms and 
library, thus proving what a boon the institution is to a large 
number of residents. 


20, Savings Banks. 


The following table shows the transactions of the Savings Bank 
for the Jast five years :— 


Bose | eid lcm 
Depositors. Deposits. Withdrawals. | 51 December. 

£ s. d, £5 8,.a, £ os. d. 

1889 - - 920 3,865 10 3 6,019 15 11 8,640 2 7 
1890 - - 956 4,607 8 11 4,224 16 2 8,797 1 4 
1891 - ~ 938 5,215 16 8 | 5474 5 9 8,714 13 3 
1892 - > 946 4,843 5 6 4,750 14 2 8,957 10 6 
1893 - - 1,001 4,514 0 3 5,154 4 0 8,317 6 9 


The rate of interest allowed to depositors is 24 per centum per 
annum, and the total amount of interest that accrued to depositors 
was 188/. 18s. 6d. 


21. Friendly Societies. 


The number of Friendly Societies registered now amounts to 
29, showing an increase of eight on last year: nine societies 
having been added to the list and one discontinued. Most of 
these have been in existence two or three years, but were only 
registered, in accordance with the Friendly Societies Act, during 
1893. 


22, Telephones. 


A great advance was made,in the telephone system, especially 
during the latter half of 1893. | 

At the close of the year there were ‘five exchanges, with 100 
connections, proving the system, though far from complete, to be a 
complete success. 

The work of construction still continues, the only drawback 
being the difficulty of supplying the requisite plant quick enough 
to meet the demands of intending subscribers, 
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It is impossible at present to say anything more of the financial 
aspect of the telephone system than that the revenue will amply 
balance the expenditure. 


23. Post Office. 


The total revenue of the Post Office was 1,516J. 16s. 3d., showing 
an increase of 300/. on 1892; however, against this must be set off 
an increased expenditure, due, however, to conveyance of mails 
beyond the Colony. 

The actual postal business shows a steady advancement, 82,259 
letters and cards having been posted in 1893, as against 76,670 
in 1892. 

Four new branch Post and Money Order Offices were opened 
in 1893, and, from the amount of work done, fully justify the 
additional expenditure on account of the advantages in the shape 
of postal communications throughout the Colony. “ 


(Signed) J. H. Sanpwirtu, 
St. Vincent, 18th May 1894. Administrator. 


Sr. VINCENT. 
1893. 
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No. 111. 
TURKS AND CAICOS 
ISLANDS. 


ANNUAL REPORT FOR 1893. 


(For Report for 1892, see Colonial Report [ Annual] No, 74.3 


Presented to hoth Qouses of Parliament by Command of er Majesty. 
August 1894. 


LONDON: 


PRINTED FOR HER MAJESTY’S STATIONERY OFFICE, 
BY EYRE AND SPOTTISWOODE, 
PRINTERS TO THE QUEEN’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY. 


And to be purchased, either directly or through any Bookseller, from 
EYRE anp SPOTTISWOODE, East Harpine STREET, FLEET STREET, E.C., and 
32, ABINGDON STREET, WESTMINSTER, 8.W.; or 
JOHN MENZIES & Co., 12, HANOVER STREET, EDINBURGH, and 
90, WEST NILE STREET, GLASGOW ; or 
HODGES, FIGGIS, & Co., LimiTED, 104, Gkarron STREET, DUBLIN. 


1894 


[C.—7319-9.] 
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The following, among other, Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial 
Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained for a few pence from 
the sources indicated on the title page :— 


ANNUAL. 
No. Colony. Year. 
75 | Gibraltar - - & - a -| 1892 
76 | Bahamas - - “ 3 4 . > 
77 | Leeward Islands’ - ‘ « = a ” 
78 | Trinidad and Tobago - - - “ P 
79 Malta = - - - 4 ‘ es 
80 Gambia - - * - 4 ~ z: 
81 Straits Settlements - : - - * ” 
82 Grenada’ - * 5 “ . = Hi 
83 Barbados - - “ 2 > . + 
84 St. Vincent - - - ° w a 
85 | Hong Kong - - _ - ° ., 
$6 | St. Lucia - - - c . J 3 
87 Falkland Islands’ - - » 4 ; as 
88 | Gold Coast - - - ~ . - % 
&9 Basutoland - - - - - ~ | 1892-93 
90 | Ceylon - - - - . -| 1892 
91 Zululand - = . “ i . * 
92 | Mauritius - - - - = = a 
93 Labuan . s P " ‘ ‘3 
94 British Honduras - - - . . 6 
95 | Lagos - - - ~ “ =, 
96 Sierra Leone c - - = - E 
97 Fiji - - - - . - 4 
98 | Rodrigues - : - - - - ‘5 
99 | St. Helena - - . - ie “ s 
100 | British Bechuanaland - - - - | 1892-93 
101 British Guiana - - ° ‘ " 
102 Newfoundland - - - - - 1892 
103 Jamaica - - - - - - | 1892-93 
104 Victoria - * - - . - 1892 
105 Bermuda - - - - - Pe 1893 
106 Gambia - - - - ~ . PS 
107 | Hong Kong - - - - - x 
108 St. Vincent - ° . - ¥ by a 
109 Gibraltar - - - - : = a 
110 | Bahamas - - - - - - - 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
No. Colony. Subject. 
1 | Gold Coast - - | Economic Agriculture. 
2 Zululand - - - | Forests. 
3 


Sierra Leone - - | Geology and Botany. 
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TuRKs 
No. lll. a Caicos 
TURKS AND CAICOS ISLANDS. ee 


(For Report for 1892, see Colonial Report [Annual] No. 74.) 


Acting Governor Bencouen to the Marquzss or Ripon. 


King’s House, Jamaica, 
My Lorp, May 25, 1894. 
1 Have the honour to forward to your Lordship a copy of 
the Blue Book of the Turks and Caicos Islands for the year 1893, 
with the Commissioner’s Report thereon. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) H. Beneouau, 
Administering the Government. 


Report ON THE BLUE Book OF THE TURKS AND Catcos 
ISLANDS FOR THE YEAR 1893. 


1.—Revenue and Expenditure. 


The Revenue collected in 1893 was 7,434/, as compared with 
7,8361. in 1892, and exceeded the estimate by 3721 The balance 
carried forward from the previous year was 2,776/., giving a gross 
revenue of 10,2102. The export of salt, though slightly above the 
average, was less than in 1892, with a corresponding decrease in 
the revenue total. 

The total expenditure amounted to 7,817/, being more by 221/. 
than the sum expended in 1892. Of this amount, 7,095/ was 
ordinary expenditure, against 6,926/. in 1892, and 722/. was for 
special works and services, the sum so spent in 1892 haviag been 
6701. 

The revenue collected within the year was less by 3831. than 
the total expenditure within the same period, and the balance to 
carry forward to 1894 was consequently reduced. The sum so 
carried forward was 2,3932 and the Dependency has to its credit a 
further sum of 1,000/ invested, making a total credit balance of 
3,393. 

Statements showing the details of revenue and expenditure for 
the last two years are attached :— 

I 92390. Wt. 21999. 
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Revenue. 
TURKS 
anp Caicos 1892. 
IsLanns, == 
1893. £4, 2, es eee 
nS Balance from 1891 - - - - — 2:585. 168 
Import duties = - - - - - | 3,038 19 11 
Royalty on salt exported (1,788,834 bushels) -| 2,608 0 10 
Light dues - . - - - 76415 8 
Salesof Crown Lands’ - - - - 12 18 5 
Rents and leases - - - - 197° 3-7 
Auction dues =" - - - - 238.7 3 
Liquor licenses - - - - - 75. 0.0 
Wine do. - - “ - - 87 0 0 
Dog tax - - - - - - 15 3 9 
Postage - - - - - - 176.3 7 
Commission on money orders - - - 45 11 4 
Fines from Supreme and Police Courts - . 42 0 2 
Fees of office - - - - - 0) -L4 
Wharfage and storage - - - ~ 19: 1 4 
Grant in aid of mail service - - - 250 0 0 
Interest on money funded - - - 40 0 0 
Miscellaneous Revenue - - - - ee aa! ee 

—_ 7,836 6 2 

To Balance brought down, 2,7761. 5s. 4d. 10,372 2 10 

a 
1893. 

| £ s. d. Seen pet 

Balance from 1892 - - - - — 2,776 5 4 
Import duties - - - - - | 2,886 4 5 
Royalty on salt exported (1,650,907 bushels) - | 2,407 13 4 
Light dues - . - - - 721 10 4 
Sales of Crown Land - - - - 015 O 
Rents and leases - - - 207 19 2 
Auction dues - - - - . 23 7 6 
Liquor licenses - - - - - 75 0 0 
Wine do. - - - - - 12-10: "0 
Beer do. - - - - - 9 0 0 
Dog tax - . - - - - 15 8 9 
Postage - - - - - - 145 15 8 
Commission on money orders’ - - - $89 5 5 
Fines from Supreme and Police Courts - - 20 8 4 
Fees of office - ~ ~ - r 6112 8 
Wharfage and storage - - - - 19 13 0 
Grant in aid of mail service - - % 250 0 0 
Interest on money funded < - : 40°00 
Miscellaneous Revenue - - = - 437 18 8 

——| 7,433 16 10 


To Balance brought down, 2,893/. lls. 4d. 10,210 2 2 
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Expenditure. 
1892. 
ee ae £ sid 
Commissioner’s Department - - -| 2,090 0 9 
Judicial do. - - - 569 4 0 
Medical do. - - - 200 0 0 
Jail do. - - - 331 0 1 
Police do. - - - 264 16 8 
Light House do. - - - 240 4 8 
Pensions - - - ~ - - 942 3 0 
Public works - - - - - 401 2 8 
Education ‘- - - - - 562 17 5 
Registration of births and deaths - - 14 13 0 
Inquests - - - - - - 1116 0 
Printing - - - - - - 100 0 0 
Stationery - - - - - 20 10 11 
Grant in aid of public library - - - 50 0 0 
Poor relief - - - - - 142 8 0 
Mail service - - - - - 478 6 8 
Maintenance of lunatics - - - - 55 3 0 
Post Office expenses - - - - 2419 6 
Agriculture at the Caicos - - - 18 6 10 
Salary of Clerk of Market and Wharf Lightkeeper 18 0 
Grant in aid of mamtenance of buoys, C. harbour 30 0 
Relief of distress at the Caicos - . - 116 19 
Drawbacks on imports) - - - - 13 
Quarantine expenses = - - - - 8 7 ii 
Sanitary do. - - - - 134 13 6 
Unforeseen contingencies - - - 87 6 8 
6,926 2 Q 
Expenditure from Surplus Revenue. 
North tank and catch, Grand Turk - - 55 15 3 
Wall at catch, North Tank, do. - - 2017 0 
Repairs to roads do. - - 140 0 0 
Extension of wharf do. - - 209 8 11 
Removal of shoals do. - - 1819 8 
Landing wharf, Salt Cay - - - 13-7 1 
Catch for Public Tank, do. - - - 49 19 10 
Tank, Cockburn Harbour - - - ODT) aie 
! 669 15 4 
7,595 17 6 
Balance - - - - -|- - -| 2776 5 4 


10,372 2 10 


‘TuRKS 
AND Calcos 
ISLANDS 
1893. 


——one 
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Turks 1893. 
AND Caicos 
IsLaNDs, 
1893. ee, hota al 

Commissioner’s Department - - «| 3187 8. 2 
Judicial do. - - - 431 4 1 
Medical do. - - - 200 0 0 
Jail do. - - - 804 6 6 
Police do. - - - 254 5 O 
Light House do. - - - 223 12 6 
Pensions - - - - - - 910 1 4 
Public works - - - “ - 761 14 6 
Education - - - - - 550 8 10 
Registration of births and deaths - - 14 0 
Vaccination - - - - - & 17 .0 
Inquests - - - - - - 812 0 
Printing - - - - - - 100 0 0 
Stationery - - - - - 25.10 7 
Grant in aid of public library - - - 50 0 0 

& s. d. 

Poor relief—ordinary - - 142 3 8 

at the Caicos - 18 16 8 
160 19 6 
Mail service - - - - - 500 0 0 
Maintenance of lunatics - - - - 5415 0 
Post Office expenses - - - - 5117 2 
Agriculture at the Caicos - > - 8 20 
Salary of Clerk of Market and Wharf Lightkeeper 18 0 0 
Grant in aid of maintenance of buoys, C. harbour 30 0 0 
Sanitary expenses - - - - 118 38 10 
Unforeseen contingencies - - - 132 8 1 


—_——————| 7,094 12 1 


Expenditure from Surplus Revenue. 


Removing shoals near wharf, Grand Turk - 42 9 0 
Range lights at do. do. - - 2518 9 
Repairs to roads, Hawk’s Nest do. - - 50 0 O 
“ Taylor’s Folly,” Salt Cay - - - 6 0 0 
Tank, do. - - - 140 12 0 
Do. Cockburn Harbour - - co 261 7 1 
Contribution to St. John’s Fire Relief Fund - 50 0 O 
Government yacht - - - " 145 16 11 

dae 12) AS" 39 

"7,816 10 10 

Balance - - = . lee “ - | 2,398 11 4 


10,210 2 2 
a a a nN SNe AES ee Ste espn Net cs 
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2.— Public Works. 


Much useful work was accomplished in this Department, a larger 
sum than usual having been wisely voted by the Legislative Board 
to meet the cost of very necessary repair and general upkeep and 
improvement of Public buildings and other Government property. 
The more important works under this head were a substantial wall 
enclosing the catch of Matthew Tank (76/.), general repairs and 
painting of the Public offices (541.), re-roofing, ceiling, and 
painting the Court House (1582) 

There was also considerable expenditure on special works, of 
which the chief items were a new tank at Salt Cay (1412) and 
146/. paid for the purchase and conveyance to Grand Turk of a 
small yacht obtained by my predecessor, Mr. Higgins, at New 
York, for use principally at the Caicos Islands. ‘The new tank 
and eatch at Cockburn Harbour, the construction of which was 
commenced in 1892, was also nearly completed. 

A brief memorandum of the expenditure at the three ports of 
the Dependency is attached :— 


—_— | Grand Turk. | Salt Cay. Cockburn Harbour. 
Boas od. £ os. d. # 3s. d. 
Publie roads and abut- 42 5 0 84 5 10 66." 7.26 
ments. 
Tanks and wells - - SIOZ 8 14 10 240 
Public buildings - - 287 1l 7 10:16 "2 Db 0 8 
Miscellaneous (including 138 17 7 119 8 7 ie Neaee | 
materials). - 
560 4 9 oD: 16.6 145 13 3 
£ s. d. 
Grand Turk - = - - 560 4 9 
Salt Cay - - “ - - 5516 6 
Cockburn Harbour - - - - 145 18 8 
£761 14 6 
Special Works. 
ip a eee A 
Removing Shoals, Grand Turk - - 42 9 O 
Range Lights do. - - 2513 9 
Hawks Nest Road do. - = 80 4D. oO 
“ Taylor’s Folly,” Salt Cay - - - 607 0 
Tank do. - - - 440 12. 0 
Do. Cockburn Harbour - - =« 261.7 4 
Contribution to St. John’s Fire Relief Fund 50 OU 0 
Government Yacht - - - 145 16 11 


caer 


£721 18 9 


TURKS 
AND Caicus 
IsLANDs. 
1893, 
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3.—Legislation. 


The following Ordinances were passed by the Legislative 
Board during the year :— 

No. 1—The Annual Appropriation Ordinance. 

No. 2—The Supplementary Appropriation Ordinance. 

No. 3—The Parcels Post Collection of Duties Ordinance. 

No. 4—The Dog License Ordinance. 

A general revision, amendment, and simplification of the laws of 
the Dependency is much needed, and is now being gradually 
proceeded with. 


4,—Legislative Board. 


Mr. H. Higgins, the Commissioner and President of the Board, 
went on leave of absence in 1892, and remaining absent, the post 
of President continued to be filled by the Acting Commissioner, 
Mr. E. H. Johnson, until the arrival in the Dependency on the 
2nd March of Mr. E. J. Cameron, who was appointed to take 
Mr. Higgins’s place. 

Mr. Johnson, who was, as Judge of the Supreme Court, an ex 
officio member of the Board, died on the 4th May, the vacancy 
thus created remaining unfilled until the arrival in December of 
the newly appointed Judge, Mr. W. E. Cleaver. 


5.— Civil Establishment. 


Mr. H. Higgins obtained an extension of his leave of absence to 
the 12th December, on the ground of ill-health, at the expiration 
of which time he resigned. Mr. E. J. Cameron, Commissioner of 
the Virgin Islands, arrived in the Dependency on the 2nd March, 
having been appointed to act as Commissioner, and he was 
subsequently confirmed in that office. 

Mr. Cameron also acted from May to November as Judge of 
the Supreme Court, which office became vacant by the death of 
Mr. E. H. Johnson. 

Mr. W. E. Cleaver, a District Commissioner of the Gold Coast 
Colony, who was appointed to fill Mr. Johnson’s place, arrived 
and took up his duties as Judge on the 1st December. 

Mr. L. S. Leslie, Assistant Commissioner at Cockburn Harbour, 
died on the 6th October, at New York, where he had proceeded 
on leave of absence, his place being filled temporarily by Mr. W. 
A. Astwood, the boarding and Revenue officer of that settlement. 

Mr. J. A. Gardiner, Corporal of Police and Foreman of Works, 
died on the 26th September, and was succeeded by Mr. F. E. 
Todd, 


6.—Foreign Consuls, 


The following courtries are represented :— 
United States of America, 
Sweden and Norway. 
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Denmark. 

France. 

Spain. 

Dominican Republic. 
Haytian Republic. 


7.— Pensions. 


Mr. T. Graham, late Crown Commissioner, who was in receipt 
of a pension of 481, died at Belize on the 10th May. There were 
no other changes. The total sum paid in pensions was 9101. 


8.— Education. 


The following remarks and table are taken from the Report of 
the Chairman of the Board of Education :— 

The average number of scholars on the books at the usual six 
schools, excluding the one at Bottle Creek, which has only been 
recently opened, is lower than that of the previous year, though the 
figures are in excess of those for 1890 and 1891. The average 
attendance has also fallen considerably, being nearly 25 per 
cent. smaller than in 1892, the chief falling off being at Grand 
Turk and Blue Hills, where the figures are 75 and 32 respectively 
as against 103 and 61. 

I cannot regard this as a satisfactory state of things, and in view 
of the comparatively large sum which the Dependency annually sets 
aside for educational purposes, I think better results should be 
obtained. The matter is one to which I hope to be able to 
devote some attention at a Jater date, when the state of public 
business permits of my doing so. 


Summary of School Returns for the year ended 31st December, 
1893. 


— ee 


Average | Average | Number 
Number | Attend- |of Days in Cost of 


School. Teacher, 
| on Books.| ance. |operation,| Schools. 


Grand Turk - - -|R.GWint- - .- 238 75 226 140 ‘ 2 
SaltCay - - ~~ -|N.W.Astwood- - 49 26 221 69 16 
Cockburn Harbour -|7T.T.Godet- - - 94, 66 227 106 10 
Kew- - «is, *s)11G,.0. Thomas os: 7 - 68 45 226 66 0 0 
Blue Hills a= 2. SS APONN: Ge Sm bm 99 82 19* 66 0 0 
BottleCreek - - -|/J.E.Clark- - - 109 71 57 18 18 0 
Lorimers»- - - -/{J.J.Tucker - - 112 59 214 48 0 0 

Total -  - - — 769 364 _ 1513 8 8 


oa 
Sic. 
t Exclusive of 231, 17s. 0d. expended for inspection and 137. 8s. 2d, for school books, &c, 
I 82390, 
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PURGE.) The existing condition of things is far from satisfactory. <A 
AND UAICOS ° ° ° ° 

Israxps, comparatively large sum of money is being spent, with, I fear, 
1893. very little to show for it. In Grand ‘lurk and Cockburn Harbour 
naa especially, parents seem to be entirely indifferent as to their 
children going to school, and make no effort to enforce attendance 

or punctuality, but rather the reverse; the result is an average 

attendance of 75 and 56 respectively, whereas the figures should, 


at a low estimate, be about 200 and 100. 


In view of the sparse attendance at Grand Turk, the Assistant 
Teacher there was removed by me and sent to Bottle Creek in the 
Caicos, where the people had petitioned for a school, and given 
proof of being in earnest by building a teachers’ dwelling ; he has, 
I am glad to say, succeeded in getting together a school of some 80 
odd children, who were previously running wild, without any kind 
of discipline or training. 

This is, however, the only encouraging feature that I can report, 
and the subject is one which will require to be taken up and dealt 
with as a whole, as soon as circumstances permit. 


With this end in view, the Superintending Inspector of schools 
from Jamaica is, at the time of writing, making an inspection 
of the schools throughout the Dependency. 


9.—Imports and Exports. 


The import duties are slightly below the average, being 1537. 
less than the last year’s figures. Two-thirds of this falling off 
are in the item of lumber, of which there was a comparatively 
large etock in hand from wrecks in the two previous years. 


The export of salt was fair, being 1,651,000 bushels, of which 
more than one quarter was ground fishery salt for British North 


America. 
The season was a favourable one for the salt industry, especially 


at Cockburn Harbour, and a large crop was reaped; the stock 
on hand at the three ports, at the commencement of 1894, was 


unusually large—-700,000 bushels 


Unfortunately the price of salt throughout the year was down to 
a very low figure, and up to the time of writing there has been 
no improvement in this respect, while the demand has not been 


brisk. 


It is hoped that the “Wilson Bill” in the United States, by 
which salt is placed on the free list, may become law, as it would 
benefit the trade by causing an increased demand, even if it did 
not directiy influence prices. 


Comparative tables, showing the trade and other statistics of the 
Dependency, are attached. 
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Coxtection of Import Durty for the Year 1893, in comparison with 
the preceding Years, 1891 and 1892. 


1891. | 1892. 1893. 


Imports. | 
i 

£ s d. £8; a: 8s a 

Alcohol - - - - — 20 fo — 
Ale, porter, eider, &c.  - - 6 8 6 } 8-3 10-5 2 
Bay water - - - 519 O 12 18 0O 418 0O 
Bread - ° - ~ 21718 99 1g 718-9 215.0 
Butter - - - - 65 0 9 59 18 8 60 19 O 
Cheese - - - - 2910 0 23 9 11 2119 8 
Cigars - - ~ - 16 4 3 313 9 2 19.3 
Flour, wheat - - - 488 15 1 518 3 2 528 0 I 
Lard - - - - 73 10 5 8% 0 6 75 197 
Lumber and shingles - - 162 7 4 125 13 3 Ly 8 11 
Meat, salted and cured - - 215 4 7 215 15 4 200 13 9 
Oils - - - - 48 17 5 35 2 10 40 10 Il 
Paint in oil - - wiek 3 12- 3-0 11 3 8 
Rice - -. - - 65 8 0 74 5 9 738 8 9 
Rum, brandy, gin, cordials, &c. - 625 14 6 622 8 2 568 9 4 
Soap - - - - 28 7 5 43 4 6 5416 6 
Sugar - - - ~ 283 5 10 306 11 7 274 13 8 
Tea - - - - 85 6 6 41 6 0 36 138 6 
Tobacco = - ~ - 40 17 7 48 6 2 4117 6 
Wine - - - - 388 0 7 2114 8 28 12 1 
Ad valorem duties ~ ~ 756 5 9 744 9 9 808 ll 4 
3,019 4 5 | 3,038 19 11 | 2,886 4 5 


Vauvur of Imports for the Years 1891, 1892, and 1893. 


1891. | 1892. | 1893. 


£ s. d. £ s. d. £ s. d, 
26,891 17 4 25,387 12 2 24,888 4 6 


Vator of Exports of Domestic Propucr and MANUFACTURES 
in the Years 1891, 1892, and 1893. 


Seca ns 1891. | 1892. | 1893. 

Qicvs; ds £.° s. “a, & .« 4. 

Cave earth - - - 414 0 0 — — 

Salt Z ~ * =| 28,017 O 5] 26,118 1 0] 22,410 19-5 

Sponge - ~ - ~ 1,250 0 1 939 12 6 618 2 8 

Stv’w, shells ~ - - — —_ = 

Sisal hemp - - - 10 15 3 25 0 5 — 

Salt fish - ~ : — —- 19 8 0 

Timber - - - 6.15.0 _— —S 


‘Surtie shell - . - 87 0 0 7710 O 175 14 6 


Yotal - - - | 24,734 10 9] 27,155 3 11] 23,224 4 7 


i 
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Sites VawueE of Imports and Exports from and to each Country for 
AND Calcos 
eeihbe: the Years 1891, 1892, and 1893. 
1898. 
ata Imports. 
a | 1891. | 1892. | 1893. 
is. od: £- #5, .d; £i-~ 465.41, 
UOniied Kingdom - - 4,868 4 8 4,168 13 5 4,116 5 10 
British North America - - 1,851 5 9 1,070 10 6 1, 112518110 
British Colonies - “ -| 1,158 911] 1,46818 1] 1,507 10 0 
United States of America -| 17,049 3 9] 16,635 6 6] 15,645 13 0 
Other foreign countries - - 1,964 13 8 2,044 3 8 2,505 16 10 
Total - - - | 26,891 17 4 | 25,887 12 2] 24,888 4 6 
Exports. 
ses | 1891. 1892. | 18938. 
oe en tna 
£ & 2 Bee ads £ 3s a 
United Kingdom - - — a = 
British North America - - 6,091 19 4 6,283 15 4 7.724 2 1 
British Colonies - - - 629 18 2 3847 19 3 1052. 5 
United States of America - | 17,057 18 2) 19,478 2 11] 14,513 12 8 
Other foreign countries - = 2787 10-4 122655. 7 1,022 17 5 
Total - - - | 26,567 1 0] 27,886 2 8| 23,365 14 7 


a 


AvERAGE Quantity of Sat exported from each Port for the Seven 
Years 1885 to 1891, and actual Exrorr for 1892 and 1893. 


nn 


Ports. 1885 to 1891. 1892. | 1893. 
en ana Ca mk AT" a ea nc aa RR eas | aaa aaa aS 
Grand Turk = - 595,332 636,366 707,629 
Salt Cay - Fe - 447,824 517,522 313,633 
Geckburn Harbour - 572,823 684,446 629,645 


Cee ene EEE 


Total Bushels | -| 1,615,979 | 1,788,334 1,650,907 


ee RE A 
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Salt in the Colony on 3lat December 1890  - 600,000 bushels. 


33 99 39 1891 a 350,000 39 
:: e < 1892 - 640,000 ,, 
) 9 ” 183 - 700,600 3s 


10.—Shipping. 


The total number and tonnage of vessels entered and cleared 
for the last three years is shown below :— 


Sailing Vessels. 


Entered. Cleared. Total. 
Vessels. Tons. Vessels. Tons. Vessels. Tons. 
1891 - - - 307 40,590 318 40,421 620 81,011 
1892 - - - 294 45,887 299 45,364 593 91,251 
3808 <ey- 5 | 341 43,291 350 43,979 691 37,270 

Steamers. 

Entered. Cieared. Total. 
Vessels. Tons. Vessels. Tons. Vessels. Tons. 
1891 - - - 60 61,190 60 61,190 120 122,380 
1892 - . - 57 66,515 57 66,515 114 133,030 
1893 - . . 68 68,103 63 68,103 126 186,206 


H.M.S. “ Partridge” passed by Grand Turk in the month of 
March, en route to Nassau, but was prevented from communica- 
ting with the shore by bad weather. The only other visits from 
men-of-war were from gun-boats belonging to the neighbouring 
Republics of Hayti and Santo Domingo. 


11.— Agriculture, 


The year was a dry one in the Caicos Islands, and there was 
the usual recurrence of distress among the inhabitants, which, 
however, was tided over with but a trifling expenditure on actual 
relief, assistance being chiefly given by the purchase of lime for 
public works. 
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Turks The two fibre companies at the Caicos continued to extend their 

ee operations, and the money laid out by them in the employment of 

“ig93, ~+~«Jabour is a material aid to the people in the hard times consequent 
eke on failure of crops by drought. 

No shipment of fibre was made during 1893, but machinery 

was imported and set up, and since the commencement of the 

prisent year the work of extraction has been actually proceeding. 


12.— Gaols and Prisoners. 


The total number of prisoners committed during 1893 was 24, 
of whom five were for safe keeping and 19 for purposes of penal 


imprisonment, 
The daily average in the gaol was four. 


13.—Criminal Statisties. 


The total number of offences reported to the police or to the 
magistrates in 1893 was 121, against 169 in 1892. 
Of the offences reported in 1893.:— 


39 were for offences against the person, 
10 ,, 4, predial larceny. 
10 ,, », Offences against property other than preedial 


larceny. 
62 ,, 4, other offences. 
The total number of convictions in the inferior courts in 1893 
was 68 against 112 in 1892. 
These convictions are classified as follows :— 


23 for offences against the person. 


2 for preedial larceny. 
5 for offences against property other than preedial larceny. 


38 for other offences. 
The convictions in the Supreme Court were as follows :— 


1 for offences against the person. 

” » 9 property. 
1 ,, other offences, 
The acquittals were as follows :— 


In the inferior courts - - - - 3 « 46 
In the Supreme Court - - - . é 8 


14.—Hospitals and Asulums. 
There is no hospital or asylum. Cases of lunacy are very rare, 


but when occurring, the patient is placed in gaol, and if 
necessary, ultimately sent to the asylum at Jamaica. 
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15.—Metgorological Observations. 


15 


Table showing maximum, minimum, and mean temperature taken 
at 10 a.m. during each month of the year :— 


January - - - 
February - - 
March - e = 
April - - - 
May - - - 
June - = a 
July - - - 
August - - - 
September - - 
October - - - 
November - - 


December - - 


Maximum. Minimum. | Mean. 
80 74 79 
79 75 77 
80 75 74 
80 76 78 
83 78 81 
85 81 82 
85 82 83 
85 82 83 
86 82 83 
85 81 83 
85 80 82 
81 76 78 


Rainratt for the Year 1893 compared with the Average for the previous 
Seven Years, 


Cockburn 


Month. Grand Turk.| Salt Cay. Fe nk: Kew. 
January - - - °85 88 1°47 2°59 
February - - 1°65 1°40 23 3°56 
March - > - _~ ob "44 *6? 
April - - - *45 1°30 1°61 *64 
May - “ - 77 60 “43 4°90 
June - - - ‘71 *33 "02 1°20 
July - - - 8°63 5°13 1°30 1°83 
August - - - 1°79 3°37 73 5°60 
September - ~ 2°04 2°20 3°50 1°90 
October - - - 2°89 1°39 1°71 6°99 
November ° 4 *20 °37 *31 2°16 
December - = 2°20 1°40 2°28 2°85 
Total inches - : 22°18 18°54 14°03 84°89 
Average for seven years, 
1886 to 1892 - ~ 26°08 24°54 24°23 43°53 
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16.—Savings Banks. 


The Government Savings Bank was opened in 1890. The 
attached statements show its condition at the present time :— 


| N-, of 


__ | Depositors. Deposited. Withdrawn. Yo credit. 
Bank. s 
1892. | 1893. 1892, 1898. 1892. 1893. 1892. 1893. 
£2 dl & 02.) 2-H dl 2 0.0) 2 8. dl 2 a4. 
Grand Turk | 42 47 188 14 11 | 260 2 9] 12211 7/156 6 6 | 8091811] 41315 2 
Salt Cay -| 388 80 75.10 2| 87 610} 72:19 3) 47 7 68} 87 11 7) 67 10 1 
Cockburn 


Harbour-| 18 20 70 3 0] 86 810] 19 8 5/] 20 5 8| 244 4 4) 260 7 11 


Total -| 98 97 | 3384 8 1] 82318 5] 21414 3] 223 19 3 | 641 1410 | 741 14 0 


——$$——-— 


Number of depositors in sums of— 


Under 11. 11. to 102. 102. to 202. 
1892. 1893. 1892. 1893. 1892. 1893. 
Grand Turk - 17 22 17 13 4 7 
Salt Cay - - 21 20 14 i 8 3 
Cockburn Harbour q 8 6 7 2 1 
Total - - 45 50 87 27 9 11 


202. to 502. 502, to 1002. Over 1002. 
1892. | 1893. 1892. 1893, 1892, 1893. 
Grand Turk - 2 2 2 2 — a 
Salt Cay - - cece oo = = ao = 
Cockburn Harbour 1 2 1 jt 1 3h 
Total - - 8 4 8 3 4 2 
peere ss Sa NE ee 


17.—Postal Statistics, 


The mail service was performed throughout the year by the 
contract s.s. “ Alpha,” of Messrs. Pickford andjBlack’s line, plying 
monthly petween Halifax and Jamaica, calling at Bermuda and 
Grand Turk. 

The steamers of the Clyde line, from New York monthly to 
Hayti and San Domingo, also make Grand Turk a port of call on 
both the outward and inward voyage, and carry a mail, but owing 
to the uncertainty of their sailing dates, no regular communication 
with England by this route can be arranged for, 
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Direct parcel post communication with the United States and 
Canada was obtained and came into operation on Ist January 
the current year. 


18.— General Remarks. 


There are no events of importance to chronicle for the period 
sovered by this report. 

So far as is known, the position of affairs as regards the exteusion 
of the telegraph cable from Bermuda to Jamaica, vid Grand Turk, 
s the same as reported last year. 

The general outlook in the Dependency is not perhaps as bright 
ts could be wished, owing to the continued low price of salt, but 
setter times in this respect are looked for. 

The fibre industry has been, so far, in its infancy, from which 
it will now shortly emerge, and the result will be awaited 
with much interest. The ground taken up by the two com- 
panies in the Caicos Islands represents only a very small 
portion of the area available for such cultivation, and the land is 
apparently eminently suited to the growth of the plant. It is 
hoped that the results obtained from these first ventures may be 
of such a nature as to attract more capital and lead to a further 
development. 


EDWARD J. CAMERON, 
Grand Turk, May 18, 1894. Commissioner. 
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The following, among other, Reports relating to Her Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions, have been issued, and may be obtained for a few 
pence from the sources indicated on the title page :— 


ANNUAL. 


No. Colony. Year. 
eeepc eggaeett S AE EC EOE LDL n 
67 | Newfoundland - - - »| 289) 
68 | British New Guinea - - - - | 1891-92 
69 | Victoria - * - - - 1891 
70 | Rodrigues - - - - - $5 
71 | Bermuda - - - - -| 1892 
72 | Fiji - - - - ~ -| 1891 
73 | British Honduras - - - - ne 
74 | Turks and Caicos Islands - - - -| 1892 
75 | Gibraltar ~ - - - ay 
76 | Bahamas - - - - - ¥ 
77 | Leeward Islands - - - - a 
7% | Trinidad and Tobago . ° - - ‘i 
t Malta * = = * L-| 99 
80 | Gambia - - - - - ’ 
81 | Straits Settlements - - - ~ os 
82 | Grenada - - - - - - 2 
83 | Barbados - - - - - fe 
84 | St. Vincent » - - - - - 
85 | Hong Kong - - - - ” 
86 | St. Lucia - - - - - - ‘s 
87 | Falkland Islands - - - - as 
88 | Gold Coast - - - - - 

89 | Basutoland - - - - | 1892-93 
90 | Ceylon ~ - - - - 1892 
91 | Zululand - > - - - is 
92 | Mauritius - - - - - - me 
93 | Labuan - - - - - - 
94 | British Honduras - - - - ‘3 
95 | Lagos - - - - i 
96 |Sierra Leone - - ” : - 3 
97 | Fiji - ~ “ - - ‘ 
98 | Rodrigues - - - > - - - 
99 | St. Helena - - - - - is 
100 | British Bechuanalan - . - - | 1892-93 
101 | British Guiana - - - - ij 
102 | Jamaica - - - - - - * 
103 | Newfoundland - - - - -| 1892 


a 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


rR a a 


No. Coiony. Subject. 
ne 
1 | Gold Coast - - -| Economic Agriculture. 
2 |Zululand - > -| Forests. 
3 |SierraLeone + = - -| Geology and Botany. 


EE 
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No. 104. vices 
VICTORIA. 


(For Digest for 1891, see Colonial Report [ Annual] No. 69.) 


The Eart or Hopetoun to the Marquess or Ripon. 


Government House, Melbourne, 
My Lorp, January 6, 1894. 
I wave the honour to transmit to your Lordship a copy 


of a digest of the statistics of Victoria for the year 1892. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) HopeEroun. 


Digest of the Sraristios of Viororta, 1892, by Hunry 
Heytyn Hayter, C.M.G., Government Statist. 


1. The estimated population of Victoria at the end of 1892 was Population, 
as follows :— 1892. 


Estimated Population, 31st December 1892. 


Males - ~ < - 607,801 
Females : - - - §59,572 
Total - - 1,167,373 


9. This estimate shows an increase during the year of 9,695, Mode of 
viz., 1,766 males and 7,929 females, The figures have been forming 
derived from the numbers returned at the census, brought on to es 
the end of 1892 by means of the numbers expressing the excess ; 
of births over deaths and of arrivals over departures which took 
place since the census day. The official record of births, deaths, 
and arrivals have been taken as they stand, but the record of 
departures being known to be defective, an allowance has been 
made for those unrecorded, which are estimated to have amounted 
to 9,264, viz., 7,188 males and 2,066 females since the census. 


These numbers have accordingly been deducted from the totals. 
I 80509, Wt. 1999. 
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Had no such deductions been made, the apparent population at 
the end of 1892 would have been J,176,627 viz., 614,989 males 
and 561,638 females, 


3. A partial check upon the periodical estimates of population 
is afforded by means of returns obtained from the municipal 
authorities, who at the time of making their valuations ought to 
ascertain the number of persons living upon each property rated. 
This is not always done correctly, and, besides, in some munici- 
palities the properties are not visited each year for the purpose of 
rating, in which case the numbers are not counted, but estimates, 
more or less wide of the truth, are made by the municipal 
authorities. The aggregate population obtained by means of the 
municipal returns is thus not so accurate as it might be were due 
care exercised in every municipality. The sum of the returns for 
1892 was 1,144,687, which, with an allowance to bring it on to 
the end of the year, and for districts not situated within the limits 
of any municipality, would give a total of 1,150,941, or 25,686 
less than the apparent population, or 16,432 less than the reduced 
estimate adopted. If the municipal estimate is correct, the 
difference between it and the departmental estimate must have 
been due to a large overland emigration having taken place, of 
which there is at present no machinery for taking account. 


4, The mean population of the year 1892 may be estimated as 
follows :-- 


Estimated Mean Population, 1892. 


Males - i : - 606,990 
Females - - - - 555,720 
Total = - - 1,162,710 


5. According to the records of births and deaths, and of 
immigrants and emigrants, the apparent increase of population 
in 1892 was 15,717, viz. 6,438 males and 9,279 females. This 
resulted from an increase of 21,980, consisting of 10,307 males and 
11,673 females, by excess of births over deaths; less a decrease 
of 6,263, consisting of 3,869 males and 2,394 females, by exces 
of departures over arrivals. 


6. The figures showing the apparent increase of population are 
useful for comparing the results of one year with those of another 
but are not to be relied upon for individual years, they being 
usually higher than the actual numbers, as was made abundantly 
manifest by the results of the last census. The reason of this is 
that the number of persons who leave the colony by sea without 
their departure being recorded is greater than that of the infants 
whose births are not registered. This causes a constant loss in the 
account of population, unrecognised at the time, which can only 
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be counterbalanced by a surplus of arrivals over departures Vrotonra. 
overland, a circumstance which of late years has occurred but 1673. 
rarely, The figures for the last five years are subjoined :— 


Apparent Increase of Population, 


1888 - 4 z : - 60,019 
1evO Mas oe ce ae eae! we 
1890s - * : : - 35,523 
leet oot Bee Ee ES ere 
1892s : . : “16,717 


7. A great diminution in the apparent increase of, population Small increase 
is shown by the figures of the last two years, the increase in 1892 1891 and 1892. 
being smaller than in any year since 1875, when it was only 
14,835. The exceptionally high increase in 1888 was mainly 
due to the opening of the Melbourne Centennial International 
Exhibition in that year, to the large amount of British capital 
sent to Victoria for investment, which led to extensive building 
operations being undertaken, chiefly in Melbourne, and to the 
excitement which prevailed in consequence of the large fortunes 
which were apparently being made by the purchase and sale of land. 


8. As practically all the deaths are registered, but some of the Increase by 
births escape registration, the apparent increase by the surplus of births, 1888 to 
the latter over the former is always somewhat below the truth. As, te 
however, it is probable that the proportion of unregistered births 
is tolerably constant from year to year and is not very large in 
any year, the figures are useful. The apparent excess of births 
over deaths in 1892 was greater by 2,106 than that in 1891, and 
was also greater than in any previous year. The following are 
the numbers in the last five years :— 


Apparent Increase by Excess of Births over Deaths. 


ase (2 Plaebigy Pa Sk ge! pu TS RS 
1889 ie ; - “ - 16,967 
PaO ee St aR SELN i TOBE 
ee) - : : - 19,874 
iag8. a. ee me ec ngnee 


9. The increase by excess of recorded arrivals over recorded Increase by 
departures reached its maximum in the Exhibition year (1888), ™™e"ations 
which was also a period of great apparent prosperity. Since 
then there has been a continuous falling off, until in 1892 there 
was a loss by excess of known departures over known arrivals 
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Victoria. amounting to 6,263. The figures for the five years 1888 to 1892 


1892. 


are as follows :— 


Apparent Increase by Excess of Arrivals over Departures. 


1888 
1889 
1890 
1891 
1892 


- - - 41,803 
16,164 
15,957 

- - 9,276 
- - -— 6,263 


Populations of | 10, The following table shows the estimated population of each 


Australasian 
Colonies, 1892. 


Australasian Colony at the end of 1892—males and females 
being distinguished ; also the increase of the total population and 


the total mean population of each colony during that year :— 


Populations of Australasian Colonies at end of 1892. 


Colony. 


Victoria 

New South Wales 
Queensland - 
South Australiat 


Western Australia - 


Total - 
Tasmania - 
New Zealand § 

Grand total 


Estimated Populationt on the Roth Saxes. 


81st December. 


Males. 


607,801 
646,378 
237,965 
176,101 


36,095 


1,704,340 
82,009 
345,146 


2,131,495 


Increase Mean 
Females. Total. : Population, 
in 1892. 1899. 
559,572 | 1,167,378 9,695 1,162,710 
550,672 | 1,197,050 81,750 1,181,175 
183,332 421,297 10,967 415,813 
160,601 336,702 10,936 $31,234 
22,579 58,674 5,389 55,980 
“1,476,756 3,181,096 gsc 68,737 3,146,912 
71,135 | 153,144 525 152,882 
305,287 650,433 16,375 642,246 
1,853,178 | 3,984,673  * 85,637 3,942,040 


* The minus sign (—) indicates that the departures exceeded the arrivals by the 
number against which it is placed. oe 

+ Aborigines are included in the case of Victoria and New South Wales, but it is 
understood they are omitted in that of the other colonies. In 1891, 565 aborigines 
were enumerated in Victoria and 8,280 in New South Wales. 

+ The population of South Australia, as here given, is inclusive of that contained 
in the Northern Territory, of which the small portion inhabited contained, when the 
census of 1891 was taken, 5,219 persons, of whom 3,635 were Chinese. 

§ The population of New Zealand is exclusive of Maoris, who numbered 41,993, 


viz., 22,861 males and 19,132 females in 1891. 
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es . VICTORIA. 
11. The subjoined figures show the estimated percentage of "*000' 


increase of the population of each colony during the year 1892, 

the colonies being arranged in order according to the rate of Order of 

increase in each :-— pisos 
regpect to 


increase ef 
population. 


Order of Colonies in reference to Proportionate Increase of 
Population, 1892. 


—— Per cent. —— Per cent. 


1. Western Australia - 10°11 | 5. New Zealand - - 2.58 
2. South Australia - - 3°36 | 6. Victoria - - 84 
3. New South Wales = 2.72 7. Tasmania - - - *B4 
4. Queensland - - - 2°67 


12, Ifthe totals in the last table be compared with similar totals Increase in 
for the previous year, it will be ascertained that in 1892 the Australia and 
population of Continental Australia increased by 2:21 per cent., on ee 
and the population of Continental and Insular Australia combined = 


increased by 2°20 per cent. 


18. Victoria is by far the most densely populated colony of the Order of 


group, and is also the colony in which the nearest approach to prance 
pect to 


equality prevails in the numbers of the sexes. The following is the population and 
order in which the colonies stand in respect to these two sex. 


matters :-— 


Order of Colonies in reference to Density of Population, 1892, 


ae i ha SA OTT a NTC ee 


Persons to Persons to 
— the Square — the Square 
Mile. Mile. 
1, Victoria - - : 13°283 | 5. Queensland - - 630 
2. New Zealand - ’ - 6226 | 6. South Australia - - +873 
3. Tasmania - - 5806 | 7. Western Australia - “060 
4. New South Wales - - 3°872 


Order of Colonies in reference to Equality of Sexes, 1892. 
I a A TS ist ae ae eee) eee) 


Females to Females to 
cs ae 100 Males. 100 Males. 
na akeeeereene tees fore 
1. Victoria - - + 92:07 | 5. New South Wales - 85°19 
2. South Australia - - 91°20 | 6. Queensland - -~— - 97-04 
3. New Zealand - - 88°45 7. Western Australia - 62°55 


4. Tasmania - - 86°74 
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14, The Chinese living in Victoria at the date of the census of 
1891 numbered 9,377, of whom only 605 were females. All were 
not pure Mongolians, 417, or nearly 5 per cent. of the males, and 
as many as 471, or 78 per cent. of the females, being half-castes. 


15. The following is a statement of the number of Chinese 
according to the census returns of each of the Australasian 
Colonies :— 


Chinese in the Australasian Colonies, 1891. 
ea AE, SRR eB OR er OE i= LR ea ee eo 


Colony. Males. Females. Total. 

Victoria* - - - - | 8,772 605 | 9,377 
New South Walest  - - - - 18,555 601 14,156 
Queenslandf = - - - - 8,527 47 8,574 
South Australia§- - - - = 3,926 71 3,997 
Western Australia - - - 912 5 917 
eigl «tee, Vals, eg tee eee 1,329 ~~ 37,021 
Tasmania|| - - - - 993 63 1,056 
New Zealand - - - = 4,426 18 4,444 
Grand Total - - - 41,111 | 1,410 42,521 


Se Yee. a Ee eee ae seme ee 

16. In all the colonies some of the persons born in China were 
not of the Chinese race, whilst, on the other hand, some members of 
the Chinese race were born elsewhere than in China. It is believed 
that the numbers in the table are exclusive of the former but 
inclusive of the latter in the case of all the colonies except South 
Australia, in which colony all those set down in the census schedules 
as born in China, but no others, have been taken to be Chinese. 


17. At the census of 1891 only 565 Aborigines, viz., 240 males 
and 325 females, were enumerated in Victoria. It is tolerably 
certain, however, that there are more in the colony than are shown 
by the figures. In consequence of the nomadic habits of this 
people, some have probably been missed by the sub-enumerators ; 
and it is, moreover, possible that the latter sometimes fail to comply 
with the instruction to note the fact of the person being an 
Aboriginal by marking the letter “A” after the birthplace entry 
on the census schedule, and in consequence it might possibly not 


* Including 888 half eastes, viz., 417 males and 471 females. 

¢ Including 867 half-castes, viz.. 422 males and 445 females. 

tIncluding 29 male and 20 female children born in Queensland of Chinese 
parents ; also one Chinaman born in New South Wales. 

§ These were the numbers born in China; persons of European extraction there 
born. and Chinese borne in other countries were not kept separate in the returns. 

|| Including 117 half-castes, viz., 62 males and 55 females. 
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be recognised that he was one. The Central Board for the 
Protection of the Aborigines state that they have information of 
the existence of 731 Aboriginesin the colony. Of the Aborigines 
enumerated only 317, viz., 192 males and 125 females, were pure 
blacks. The remainder, aumbering 248, viz., 133 males and 115 
females, had a cross of European blood in their veins. 


18. The following is a statement of the number of Aborigines 
enumerated or believed to exist in each Autralasian colony in 
1891 :-— 


Aborigines in the Australasian Colonies, 1891. 


Colony. | Males. Females. | Total. 

Victoria * - - - 825 246 565 
New South Walest - - 4,559 3,721 8,280 
Queensland (1881)t - 10,719 9,866 20,585 
South Australia§ - 14,510 9,279 23,789 
Western Autralia|| - - 8,516 2,729 6,245 

Total - ‘ ‘ 33,629 25,835 59,464 
TasmaniaQ- - - - 73 66 139 
New Zealand** eas =|. 295861 19,132 41,993 

Grand Total - - 56,563 45,033 101,596 


19. In most, if not all, the Australasian colonies the enumera- 
tion of the Aborigines was incomplete. It has been already stated 
that, in Victoria, whilst only 565 (including half-castes) were enu- 
merated, 731i are believed to be in existence. In Queensland no 
attempt was made to enumerate or estimate the number of 
Aborigines, therefore the number returned in 1881, which is believed 
to understate the truth, has been repeated. In South Australia 
the Aborigines were not regularly enumerated, the figures given 
being derived from estimates made by the census collectors. In 
Western Australia only civilised Aborigines were enumerated. 


* Including 248 half-castes, viz., 133 males and 115 females. 

+} Including 3,183 half-castes, viz., 1,663 males and 1,520 females. 

t No provision was made in 1891 to enumerate, or form an estimate of the numbers 
of, Aborigines in Queensland. The numbers for 1881—partly counted and partly 
estimated—have therefore been repeated. 

§ Partly estimated. 

|| Civilised aborigines only ; 575 half-castes, viz., 293 males_and 282 females, are 
included. 

{ These are half-castes. No Aborigines of unmixed race remain on the island of 
Tasmania. 

** Including 40 Aborignal inhabitants of the Chatham Islands (Morioris), viz., 
26 males and 14 females. 
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In the numbers given for that colony, 575, viz., 293 males and 
282 females, are half-castes. In Tasmania there are no longer 
any Aborigines of unmixed race, the last male having died in 1869, 
and the last female in 1876. There are, however, a few half-castes. 
With the Maoris of New Zealand, 40 Morioris, viz., 26 males and 
14 females, are included. These are the last surviving Aboriginal 
inhabitants of the Chatham Islands, which are a group lying 
about 360 miles to the east of New Zealand, in latitude 43° 50’ S., 
longitude 177° E., and form a dependency of that colony. 


20. In the following table is shown the area embraced in the 
metropolis (including suburbs) of each of the Australasian colonies, 
with the population thereof as enumerated at the last census and 
estimated at the end of 1892; also the increase of the population 
of each capital city since the census, the mean population of each 
during the year, and the density of the population of each at its 
close :— 


Population of Australasian Capital Cities, 1892. 


Population. 
Name of | Area in 3 Increase | Mean sla si 
eee — | apa: Aue 
City. Acres. |Enumerated} Estimated | Census tion, {sist De 
(5th April | (81st Dec. |(13 year).| 1892. C 1393 . 
1891). 1892). 


Melbourne - | 162,660 490,896 474,810 16,086* | 481,550 2°92 


Sydney -| 86,400| 387,434 411,710 | 24,276 | 405,820] 4°77 
Brisbane -| 50,240 93,657 100,200¢ | 6,543 98,900 | 1°99 
Adelaide -| 167,680] 133,252 136,766 3,514 | 184,670 -82 
Perth - 4,830 8,447 11,117 2,670 10,580 | 2°30 
Hobart 47,560 33,450 34,926 1,476 34,450 ‘73 
Wellington - 9,032 33,224 37,013 3,789 35,348 | 4°10 


21. According to the estimates made an increase will be 
observed in the population of all the capitals except Melbourne, 
in which there was a falling off of 16,086 as already stated. 
The increase in Sydney was by far the largest, exceeding by a 
third that in Brisbane, Adelaide, Perth, Hobart, and Wellington 
combined. 


22. It will, moreover, be noticed that the inhabitants of Greater 
Sydney dwell in greater contiguity than those of any of the 
other metropolitan cities, and in both that city and Wellington 
the people are nearer each other than they are in Greater 
Melbourne, whilst in Adelaide and Hobart there is less than one 
person to the acre. It, may, however, be remarked that in the 
district subject to the Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works, 
which is smaller than Greater Melbourne and slightly smaller 
than Greater Sydney, the inhabitants are nearer together than in 


*Decrease. tEstimated. 
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either, the population at the census being 476,849, spread over an ba ae 
area of 83,860 acres, or an average of 5°69 persons to the : 
acre. 


23. Next to the municipalities embraced under the head of Population of 

Greater Melbourne, the most important towns in Victoria are-— Saline 
Ballarat, comprising three municipalities; Bendigo, two; Geelong towns. 
three; Warrnambool, one ; Castlemaine, two; and Stawell, one. 
The enumerated populations of these, with their immediate 
suburbs, according to the results of the census of 1891, and an 
estimate brought down to about September, 1892, also the increase 
or decrease in each since the census, were as follow :— 


Population of Six Extra-Metropolitan Towns, 1891 and 1892. 


Population. 
Name of Town. Increase. Decrease. 
1891. 1892. 
Ballarat - - «| 46,158 45,011 —_— 1,147 
Bendigo - - 38,348 39,104 756 — 
Geelong - - -| 24,283 24,418 135 — 
Castlemaine - - 6,804 6,772 — 82 
Warrnambool - 6,582 6,300 on 282 
Stawell - - - 5,183 5,200 17 oe 


24. The following table has been constructed upon the assumption Birthplaces, 
that the respective nationalities existed in 1892 in the same 1%: 
proportions to the total population of that year as they did when 
the census was taken to the total population then enumerated :— 


BIRTH-PLACES OF THE PEOPLE, 1892 (ESTIMATED). 


Mean Population. 


Birth-places. 

Males. | Females. Total. 
Victoria - - - 362,029 869,973 732,002 
Other Australasian Colonies - 40,489 41,287 81,776 
England and Wales - - 98,226 68,728 166,954 
Scotland - - satel 28,989 22,952 51,941 
Ireland = - - - - 43,668 43,837 87,505 
Other British possessions -- 4,183 2,717 6,900 
Germany - - - -- 7,941 3,087 11,028 
The United States - - - 2,046 928 2,974 
China - - - - 8,502 141 8,643 
Other foreign countries - - 10,917 2,070 12;987 
fae a - 606,990 555,720 1,162,710 

ALLEGIANCE, 
British subjects (by birth) 577,575 549,440 1,127,015 


Foreign subjects (by birth) - 29,415 6,280 35,695 
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25. The following table contains a statement of the birthplace 
of the people of each Australasian colony, according to the returns 
of the census of 1891; also the number of males and females of 
each birthplace :— 


Birthplace of the People living in each Australasian 
Colony, 1891. 


(Including Chinese and Aborigines.) 


Number of person born in— 


Colony. Other Uni ’ Other The 
The | Austral-| United | British : ; 
Colony. asian lis. dom,| Posses- Germany.| United | Residue. 
Colonies.* 8 ‘| sions. States. 
| 
MALEs, 

Victoria - - - 354,726 39,672 167,485 3,126 7,781 2,005 ‘28,669 

New South Wales - 368,054 46,462, 158,824 8,434 6,976 | 2,509 26,803 
Queenslandt - 99,833 17,658 81,596 1,538 8,700 $25 24,848t 

South Australia - 108,276 5,760 38,604 1,082 5,076 271 7,782 

Western Australia 17,261 2,195 9,821 587 259 132 2,775 

Total - - 948,150 111,747 455,780 9,717 28,792 5,242 85,877 

Tasmania . 54,3238 3,944 15,810 372 589 165 2,357 

New Zealand - 206,462 7,677 123,375 2,209 3,045 474 12,496 

Total males’ - 1,208,935 123,368 494,965 12,298 32,426 5,881 100,730 

FEMALES. 

Victoria - - 358,859 40,047 181,446 1,726 2,994 900 6,019. 

New South Wales- 865,241 38,692 107,777 1,200 2,591 870 | 8,301 

Queenslandt - 97,728 10,678 61,027 421 6,210 102 8,544 

South Australia - 109,454 5,318 33,460 473 8,477 115 1,333 

Western Australia 16,160 1,133 4,701 170 31 22 205 

Total - © 947,437 95,868 $38,411 3,990 15,303 2,009 14,502 

Tasmania - = 63,578 3,384 11,165 810 329 56 285 

New Zealand - 202, 24/7 8,266 95,459 1,494 1,618 193 8,636 

Total females! 1,203,262 107,518 445,035 5,794 17,250 2,258 18,423 

Both sexes 2,412,197 230,886 940,000 18,092 49,676 8,189 119,153 


* Including Fiji and New Guinea. ¥, L 
+ As no account was taken in 1891 of the Aborigines in Queensland, the numbers partly 
enumerated and partly estimated in 1881 have been added to the census figures. 


t Including Polynesians, viz., 8,498 males and 745 females ;fand Malays, viz., 1,092 males and 
79 females. 
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26. The table shows the natives of the Australasian Colonies — Victorta. 
resident therein to have numbered 2,643,083, of whom 2,103,202 1892. 
were born on the Australian continent. The former number Natives of 
furnishes a proportion of 68 per cent. and the latter one of 69 per Australasia. 
cent. to the population. In 1881 the proportions were respectively 
62 and 63 per cent. 


27. From! the census returns of the different colonies it is Victorians 
ascertained that Victorian natives living in Australasian Colonies Shee ee 
other than the colony of their birth numbered 69,021, viz., 38,310 colony. 
males and 30,711 females. The numbers found to be living 
in each colony of the group are set down in the following 


table :— 


Victorians living in each Australasian Colony, 1891. 


es: 


Numbers born in Victoria. 


Colony in which living. 
Males. | Females. | Total. 

Victoria - - - 354,726 358,859 713,585 
New:South Wales - ed 22,792 17,976 40,768 
Queensland - - ~ 4,907 2,555 7,462 
South Australia - - - 8,412 3,197 6,609 
Western Australia - - 729 307 1,036 
Total - - - 386,566 382,894 769,460. 

Tasmania - ° - 2,301 1,904 4,205 
New Zealand - - - 4,169 4,772 8,941 
Grand Total - - 393,036 389,570 782,606 


28. The figures afford evidence of the existence of 782,606 Victorian 
Victorians by birth, viz. 393,036 males and 389,570 females, YY*: 
There are doubtless also some living in the United Kingdom and 
other countries outside of Australasia, but of these there are no 
means of estimating the numbers. ‘The increase of known natives 
of Victoria since 1881 has been 243,501, viz., 123,119 males and 
120,382 females. 


29. Victoria, according to the following table, presents greater Victorians in 
attractions to natives of other colonies of the group than those Men Ateaae: 
colonies, taken as a whole, present to Victorians, inasmuch as, colonists in 


whilst 77,045 natives of extra-Victorian colonies were found to be Victoria. 
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living in Victoria, only 69,018 natives of Victoria were found to 
be living in other colonies :— 


Natives of other Australasian Colonies wing in Victoria, and 
Victorians living in other Australian Colonies, 1891. 


Natives of— Excess of— 


Tieather Victoria Natives of | Victorians in 


Colony. : Pi bape other Colonies|other Colonies 
melanie ae ener in Victoria over natives 
living in Colonies aver Victor- of tho ts 
Vitoria Tamed ians in those Colonies in 
i c Colonies. Victoria. 
New South Wales - - 19,792 40,765 a 20,973 
Queensland - - 2,757 7,462 — 4,705 
South Australia - - 25,316 6,609 18,707 os 
Western Australia - 756 1,036 — 280 
Tasmania - - 16,398 4,205 12,193 — 
New Zealand ° - 12,026 8,941 8,085 -- 
Total - - 77,045 69,018 8,027* sant 


30. It will be observed that Victoria sends more of her natives 
to New South Wales, Queensland, and Western Australia than 
she receives of their natives, but the reverse is the case as regards 
South Australia, Tasmania, and New Zealand. The natives 
received from the last three over and above those parted with to the 
first three colonies is in favour of Victoria to the extent of 8,027 
persons, as shown in the table. 


31. The next table contains a statement of the estimated 
number of persons of different religions in Victoria about the 
middle of 1892, the proportions which those of each religion bear 
to the total population being identical with those obtaining at the 


last census :— 


Religions of the People, 1892 (estimated). 


Mean Population. 


Religious Denominations. 
Males. | Females. Total. 
Church of England - - 224,575 203,943 428,818 
Presbyterians - - = 88,768 82,929 171,697 
Methodists - - = 80,160 82,333 162,493 
‘Independents - = - - 11,438 11,293 22,731 
Baptists - = - - - - 13,815 14,857 28,672 


* Net figures. 
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Mean Population. 1892. 
Religious Denominations. 
| Males. | Females. | Total. 
Other Protestants - - 25,202 20,647 45,849 
Roman Catholics . - - 128,989 126,580 255,569 
Jews + - . - 3,623 3,015 6,638 
Buddhists, Confucians, &c. - 6,779 127 6,906 
Others (including no religion, 
&c., object to state, &c.) - 23,341 9,996 33,337 
Total - - - « 606,990 555,720 1,162,710 


32. The following table shows the principal religious denom- Religions in 
inations in each Australasian Colony, also the number of males A¥stralasian 
and females adhering to each denomination, according to the °°" 
returns of the census of 1891 :— 


Religions of the People in each Australasian Colony, 1891. 
(Exclusive of Aborigines.) 


Number of Persons of Each Denomination. 


Colony. 


ety | Ramee | Maho | Brot. |oRaman,| Jos. | Residue 
MALEs, 
Victoria- - =| 219,573 | 86,665 | 78,297 | 49,246 | 126,017 3,540 | 34,751 
New South Walesi- | 272,009 | 59,438 | 56,3858 | 34,364 | 149,390 8,038 | 33,406 
Queensland - - 79,814 | 25,473 | 16,073 | 28,077 | 48,688 483 | 25,171 
South Australia - 46,718 9,491 | 937,757 | 33,840 | 23,626 436 | 14,983 
Western Australia- 14,640 1,286 2,443 1,323 7,127 82 2,618 
Total - -| 692,754 | 182,353 | 190,028 | 146850 | 354,948 | 7,679 | 110,874 
Tasmania - - 40,401 4,957 8,657 5,458 | 13,210 55 4,749 
New Zealand- -| 134263 | 74,766 | $1,601 | 24,524 | 44,982 774 | 21,967 
Total Males -| 807,418 | 262,076 | 231,186 | 176,832 | 413,040 | 8,408 | 137,590 
FEMALES. 
Victoria- - + | 197,378 | 80,246 | 79,711 122,568 18,645 
New South Wales- | 234,859 | 49,945 | 53,752 137,527 8,314 
Queensland - - 62,741 20,166 14,795 44,077 3,482, 
South Australia - 42,553 8,715 | 38,857 23,558 5,955 
WesternAustralia - 10,242 710 2,148 5,347 258 
Total - -| 647,778 | 159,782 | 189,263 333,072 31,649 
Tasmania - - 35,609 4,789 8,482 12,566 2,084 
New Zealand -| 119,068 | 66,711 | 13,814 42,290 9,306 
Total Females - 702,450 | 231,282 | 229,559 43,089 
Both Sexes - | 1,509,868 | 493,358 | 460,745 180,629 
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33. Combining the Protestant denominations so as to obtain the 
total number of Protestants in each colony, and collating them with 
the Roman Catholics, the proportions given in the following table 
are obtained :— 


Protestants and Roman Catholics in each Australasian 
Colony, 1891. 


(Exclusive of Aborigines.) 


Numbers. Proportions per cent. 
Colony. 
Roman Roman 
Protestants. Catholies. Total. Protestants. Pnthalion. 
Victoria - - - 836,400 248,585 1,084,985 77°09 22°91 


New South Wales -| 789,833 286,917 | 1,076,750 73°35 26°65 


Queensland - - | 271,491 92,765 864,256 74°54 25°46 
South Australia - | . 251,524 47,179 298,703 84°25 15°75 
Western Australia - 33,738 12,474 46,212 73°01 26°99 
Total -  - |2,182,986 | 687,920 | 2,870,906 | 76-04 23°96 
Tasmania - -| 113,835 | 25,776 | 139,611 | 81°54 18°46 
New Zealand - 506,650 87,272 | 598,922 | 85°31 14°69 
Grand Total 2,803,471 | 800,968 | 3,604,439 | 77-78 22°29 


34. The proportions in the tables are those of the Protestants 
and Roman Catholics to the sum of the two bodies combined ; 
and it should be pointed out that the proportions would be some- 
what lower if calculated to the whole population of specified beliefs, 
which, in addition to the two bodies named, contained Jews, Budd- 
hists, &c., and other non-Christian sects, as well as persons of No 
Denomination, No Religion, &c. In proportion to the total of 
the two combined bodies, Protestants were most numerous in com- 
bined New Zealand, South Australia, Tasmania, and Victoria in the 
order named, those being the only colonies in which they exceeded 
75 per cent of the whole; whilst Roman Catholics were most 
numerous in Western Australia, next in New South Wales, and 
next in Queensland, those being the only colonies in which they 
exceeded 25 per cent. of the whole. 
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35. The following table contains an estimate of the ages of the 
people of Victoria about the middle of 1892, grouped in 
quinquennial periods :— 


Ages of the People, 1892 (estimated). 


an Onn 


Ages. 


a ne er PR ee EN | a oa 


Under 5 years - 
5tol10 ,, 
10s ees 
15to20 ,, 
20to25_ ,, - 
25 to 30 ,, 
$0to35 , - 
35 to 40 —,, 
40to45 , = 
45to50 4, 
50to55 5» = 
55 to 60 ,, 
60to 65 ,, - 
65 to 70 ,, 
70to75 4, - 
75 to 80 ,, 
80to 85 ,, - 
85 and upwards 


Total - 


| Males. | Females. | Total. 
76,307 75,370 151,677 
66,398 65,615 132,013 
59,888 59,369 119,257 
58,105 59,352 117,457 
64,346 63,238 127,584 
64,008 56,631 120,639 
48,562 40,865 89,427 
32,299 27,200 59,499 
24,4038 21,987 46,390 
22,452 20,269 42,721 
23,148 19,788 42,936 
22,596 16,634 39,230 
20,513 13,248 83,761 
11,305 7,364 18,669 
7,346 4,925 12,271 
3,259 2,325 5,584 
1,409 1,038 2,447 
646 502 1,148 
606,990 555,720 ~~ 1,162,710 


VICTORIA, 
1892. 


Ages, 1892. 


36. The ages of the people in the various Australasian Colonies Ages in 
were as follows when the census of 1891 was taken :— 


Aaes of the People in each Australasian Colony, 1891. 


(Exclusive of Aborigines.) 


MALEs. 
Under 5 years : 


5to1l0 , “vies 
10to15 , - : 
15to20 » oo Fm 
20to25 » = - 


1 80509. 


Victoria. 


75,185 
65,418 
58,996 
57,264 
63,413 


New 


South 
Wales. 


83,640 
72,511 
61,840 
53,981 
57,666 


Queens- 


land, 


80,458 
23,820 
19,902 
18,208 
24,094 


South 


28,015 
21,827 
19,162 
15,368 
15,380 


Western 
Australia } Australia. 


8,894 
2,729 
2,357 
2,199 
8,337 


. New 
Tasmania! 7 oa land. 


10,829 42,266 
9,870 43,502 
8,276 40,763 
7,066 82,586 
7,148 28,445 


Australasian 
Colonies, 1891 
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22, New ueens- | South | Western ..| New 
aa. bi iieas ood and. (Australia, |Australia,|"9™90i® zeatond, 
MALEs—continued, 

25to 30 years - -| 63,080 | 59,752 | 25,723 | 14400 | 3,825 | 7,454 | 23,797 
30to35 -| 47,864 | 51,933 | 21,356 | 18,426 | 2,880 | 6,056 | 22,106 
35to40 , += -| 31,824 | 40,238 | 15,593 | 10,758 | 1,946 | 4,473 | 20,549 
40to45 - 24;034 31,227 12,217 8,115 1,412 8,316 17,824 
45to50 , - -| 22,111 | 26865 | 10,588 | 6827 | 1,225 | 2574 | 17,004 
50t055 -| 29,804 | 22,586 | 9,192 | 5,401 | 1,208 | 2296 | 16,836 
s5to60 » - -| 22,964 | 16644 | 5,448 | 4,094 | 1,041 | 1,932 | 10,981 
60 to 65, .| goa3 | 12804 | 3596 | 3,020 875 | 1,900 7,716 
65to70 , - -| Ids | 6,945 | 1,793 | 2,878 520 | 1,492 3,989 
70to75 7,240 | 4,997 | 1,079 | 1,728 370 | 1,405 2,515 
75to80 , - -| 3210 | 2837 505 850 180 790 1,195 
80 and upwards - 2,025 1,887 262 558 66 610 718 

Total Males -| 598,089 | 608,003. | 223,779 | 166,801 | 29,514 | 77,487 | 382,877 


eee 


FEMALES. 


Under 5 years 


5 to 10 
10 to 15 
15 to 20 
20 to 25 
25 to 30 
30 to 35 
35 to 40 
40 to 45 
45 to 50 
50 to 55 
55 to 60 
60 to 65 
65 to 70 
70 to 75 
75 to 80 


§0 and upwards 


Total Females 


73,471 


63,966 
57,878 
57,859 
61,655 
55,220 
39,840 
26,508 
21,480 
19,747 
19,290 
16,220 
‘12,915 
7,181 
4,808 
2,267 
1,501 


541,751 | 515,911 | 169,939 


81,354 
73,977 
60,867 
54,160 
53,133 
46,673 
36,424 
27,110 
22,008 
18,491 
14,662 
10,721 

7,677 

4,865 

3,658 

1,903 

1,278 


196 


22,266 
21,267 
18,641 
15,617 
14,928 
12,987 
10,690 
8,290 
6,339 
5,517 
4,981 
3,837 
3,251 
2,169 
1,534 
830 
591 


153,630 


19,693 


10.618 
9,512 
8,169 
6,818 
6,577 


298 


69,041 


32,665 
29,855 
22,416 
17,928 
15,183 
18,459 
11,854 
9,940 
6,161 
4,475 
2,568 
1,878 
936 


293,781 


37. According to the figures, women at the reproductive period 
of life (15 to 45 years) in Victoria were not only more numerous 
but furnished a higher proportion to the total number of females 
livmg than they did in any of the other Australasian Colonies. 
At the census of 1881, South Australia was at the head of the 
list, and Victoria second. The former had, in 1891, sunk to 
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the fifth place, whilst Victoria had risen to the Je i The Ta 


following are the numbers and proportions for each colony :— anion 


Women at the Reproductive Period of Life (14 to 45 Years) in 
Australasian Colonies, 1891. 


(Exclusive of Aborigines.) 


Number in 10,000 


Number. Females Living. 
1. Victoria = - - . 262,512 4,846 
2. Queensland - - 2 «= 79,391 4,672 
3. Western Australia - - - 9,148 4,645 
4. New South Wales ~ - - 239,503 4,642 
5. South Australia - - - 68,796 4,478 
6. New Zealand - - - 131,451 4,474 
7. Tasmania . . pie Ae 30,568 4,428 


38. According to the following figures the proportion which Proportion of 
the births in 1891 bore to the number of women at the repro- Pitthstowomen 
a ° : 3 between 15 and 
ductive period of life returned at the census was lowest in New 45 in Austral- 
Zealand and next lowest in Victoria, the highest proportion being asian Colonies. 


in Western Australia :-— 


Proportion of Births to Women at the Reproductive Age in the 
Australasian Colonies, 1891. 


| Number of | Women living between 15 and 
| Births. 45 Years of Age. 

1. Western Australia = - - 1,786 or 1 birth to every 5°12 

2. Queensland - - - 14,785 A ta, DAO 

3. New South Wales’ - - 39,458 + » 6.07 

4. Tasmania - - - 4,971 8 » 6°15 

5. South Australia - ape 10,737 rete ee 

6. Victoria - - - $8,505 8 >. .O'SR 

7. New Zealand - - - 18,278 58 a. 019 


39. The returns of the census of 1891 showed that the Malesat 

Australasian Colonies contained enough males at the soldiers’ age Hien ies uli 
° : fs eas ustralasian 

(20 to 40 years) to admit of their raising a joint army of nearly Colonies 
690,000 men, as against little over 450,000 at the previous census. 
Between the census periods the greatest increase was in Victoria, 
and the next in New South Wales. The mother colony, however, 
had still a larger number of men at this age than Victoria, althougb 
the difference in favour of the former, which was nearly 18,000 in 
1881, was little more than 3,000 in 1891. The following were 
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the numbers in each colony at the last two censuses, also the 
increa3e in’each during the intercensal period :— 


Males at Soldiers’ Age (20 to 40 Years) in Australasian 
Colonies, 1881 and 189]. 


(Exclusive of Aborigines.) 


a 1881. | 1891. | Increase. 

Victoria - - - - 114,002 206,181 92,179 
New South Wales . - 131,520 209,589 78,069 
Queensland - - - 46,427 86,766 40,339 
South Australia - - . 52,529 53,964 1,435 
Western Australia - - 4,354 11,988 7,634 
Tasmania - - - - 15,929 25,131 9,202 
New Zealand - - - 86,514 94,942 8,428 

Total - - - - 451,275 688,561 237,286 


40. In proportion to the total number of both sexes living, men 
at the soldiers’ age in 1881 were fewer in Victoria than in any of 
the other Australasian Colonies. Victoria had, however, by 1891 
risen to the fourth place in this respect, whilst New South Wales 
has risen from the fourth to the third. Queensland, which was at 
the head of the list in 1881, occupied the second place, whilst 
South Australia, which then occupied the second place, had 
fallen to the last place but one. The following are the proportions 
according to the returns of 1891 :— 


Order of the Colonies in reference to Proportions of Males at the 
Soldiers’ Age (20 to 40 years) in their Populations, 1891. 
(Exclusive of Aborigines.) 


Number per 10,000 
of both Sexes living. 


1. Western Australia - - - - - = 2,436 
2. Queensland - - - - - 2,204 
3. New South Wales -' - - - - 1,865 
4, Victoria - - - . 1,809 
5. Tasmania - - - - - - - 1,715 
6. South Australia - ie - ~ - 1,684 
7. New Zealand - . - - - - 1,515 


41. In 1881, according to the ages of its inhabitants, 
Queensland had the strongest population in proportion to its 
number of any of the Australasian Colonies, Victoria in this respect 
standing second. By 1891 Queensland had sunk to the third 
place, the first place being occupied by Western Australia, and the 
second still held by Victoria. New South Wales, which occupied 
the fifth place in 1881, rose to the fourth place by 1891, that 
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being the position occupied at the former period by South 
Australia, which, by 1891, had sunk to the last place but 
one, New Zealand having risen above Tasmania and South 
Australia, whilst Tasmania fell to the bottom of the list. By the 
following table, which shows the proportions living at the 
supporting and dependent ages, the relative strength of the 
population of each colony, as existing in 1891, will be at once 
recognised :— 


Effective Strength of the Populations of Australasian Colonies, 
1891—both Sexes. 


(Exclusive of Aborigines.) 


Numbers—in every 10,000 Persons living, 


At Dependent Ages. 


Colony. At Supporting 
Ages 
15 to 65 years. 65 Years and 
( years. )| Under 15 years. canal, 
1. Western Australia - - 6,303 8,400 297 
2. Victoria - ~ - 6,190 3,465 845 
3. Queensland - , ‘ 6,124 3,723 153 
4. New South Wales - - 5,912 3,836 252 
5. New Zealand - - - 5,774 3,996 230 
6. South Australia - - 5,730 3,938 332 
7, Tasmania - - - 5,632 8,909 459 


42. Relatively to the numbers of the population, New Zealand 
had in 1891 the largest proportion of children, whilst Victoria had 
a smaller proportion of children than any colony of the group 
except Western Australia. The colony which had the largest 
proportion of old people was Tasmania; Victoria being next in this 
respect. The following is the order in which, according to the 
figures in the table, the colonies respectively stood in regard to the 
proportions of the young and the old among their populations :— 


Order of the Colonies in reference to Proportions of Children and 
Old People in their Populations, 1891. 


(Exclusive of Aborigines.) 


Order in respect to Children Order in respect to People of 
under 15. 65 and upwards. 

1. New Zealand. 1. Tasmania. 

2. South Australia. 2. Victoria. 

3. Tasmania. 3. South Australia. 

4. New South Wales. 4. Western Australia. 

5. Queensland. 5. New South Wales. 

6. Victoria. 6. New Zealand. 

7. Western Australia. 7. Queensland. 


ee 
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as a 43. The occupations of the people of Victoria have been brought 
— on by proportion to about the middle of 1892, in the same manner 
rr casa as the birthplaces and religions :— 


Occupations of the People, 1892 (estimated). 


Mean Population. 


Occupations. 
Males. | Females.| Total. 

Ministering to Government, law, and order* - 7,037 174 7,211 
a religion, charity, science, &c. - 13,650 9,839 23,489 
re board, lodging, and attendance - 15,120 43,691 58,811 
Dealing in money and real property - - 8,455 1,175 9,630 
ee art and mechanic productions - - 2,183 425 2,608 
ne textile fabrics, dress, and fibrous articles 5,859 927 6,286 
food, drinks, narcotics, and stimulants 13,226 1,442 | 14,668 

e animals, ‘animal, and vegetable _sub- 
stances = - > - - 4,627 277 4,904 
2 minerals and metals - - - 1,968 67 2,035 
oe fuel and light - - - - - 1712 18 1,729 

General and undefined dealers, merchants, shop- 
keepers - - - - - - 23,728 3,611 27,339 
Engaged in storage = - a ee Se: 398 7 405 
Carriers of passengers, goods, letters, and messages | 31,053 1,590 | 382,643 
Working in art and mechanic productions - | 28,975 1,054 | 30,029 
- textile fabrics, dress, and fibrous articles 11,357 27,274 38,631 
ns food, drinks, narcotics, and stimulants 7,460 442 7,902 
‘j animal and vegetable substances - 6,633 298 6,931 
3 minerals and metals - - - 14,892 66 14,958 
Fe fuel, light, and energy - - - 1,060 2 1,062 

i. buildings, railways, roads, and earth- 
works - - - - 34,445 19 34,464 
Labourers and others (branch of labour undefined) 39,080 359 39,439 
Engaged on land and animals - - - - | 117,586 11,184 | 128,764 
Of independent means - - - - 4,661 13,681 18,342 
Performing household duties and being educated - | 205,498 | 433,402 | 638,900 
Dependent on charity orin prison - = - - 6,834 4,696 11,530 
Total’= ©: - s - | 606,990 | 555,720 |1,162,710 


* Including those Government and municipal officers whose duties were mainly 
administrative or clerical, or who were returned as civil servants, public or municipal 
officers, &c., also lawyers and others connected with law. 
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44, Returns of the occupations of the people, based upon infor- a 


mation obtained at the census of 1891, have been published by all 
the Australasian colonies except South Australia. . The following Occupations in 
is a statement of the numbers following the various occupations, °¢h colony— 
grouped under twenty-five heads :— numbers. 


Occupations of the People in Six Australasian Colonies, 1891. 


(Exclusive of Aborigines and of those whose occupations 
were not returned.) 


MIXED SEXES. 


A ‘ A New South | Queens- | Western : New 
Occupations. Victoria. Wales. .= d- \Australia.|!28™8nia-| 7 enjand. 
NUMBERS. 
1. Ministering to govern- 
ment, law, and order* 6,942 7,362 3,610 605 1,056 3,047 
2. Ministering to religion 
charity, science, &c. - 22,786 24,129 6,866 872 2,862 12,774 
3. Ministering to board, 
lodging, and atten- 
dance - - - 67,530 58,867 20,886 2,628 7,180 24,928 
4. Dealing in money and | : 
real property - - 9,278 7,919 2,926 423 1,662 3,756 
5. Dealing in art and 
mechanic productions 2,532 3,159 592 84 275 1,296 
6. Dealing in textile fabrics, 
dress, and fibrous 
articles - , - 6,064 5,822 1,429 110 587 3,144 
7. Dealing in food, drink, 
groceries, narcotics, 3 
and stimulants . 14,453 13,802 4,370 244, 1,277 7,085 
8. Dealing in animals, 
animal and vegetable 
substances - - 4,772 3,143 908 89 125 1,495 
9, Dealing in minerals ana 
metals - . * 1,961 1,529 405 16 168 846 
10. Dealing in fuel and light 1,665 1,349 66 1 196 $97 
11. General and undefined 
dealers, merchants, 
shopkeepers, clerks - 26,961 18,739 6,789 1,144 2,032 8,779 
12. Engaged in storage - 390 314 397 33 4 1,035 
18. Carriers of passengers, 
goods, letters, and 
messages = - $1,474 30,853 18,394 2,876 8,267 15,418 
14. Working in art and 
mechanic productions 21,516 19,117 5,013 952 1,564 9,672 


15. Working in _ textile 


fabrics, dress, and 
fibrous articles - $7,439 24,601 7,415 437 2,803 19,437 


16. Working in food, 


drinks, narcotics, and 
stimulants - : 7,617 7,928 2,230 264 815 4,458 


LE 
® See footnote to last table, 
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VicTORIA, 
1892, we -..:, |New South} Queens- | Western ; New 
Occupations. Victoria. Wales, land. |. Australia, Tasmania. Zealand. 
17. Working in animal] and 
vegetable substances - 6,683 9,193 2,886 595 788 3,563 
18. Working in minerils 
and metal - 14,414 | 12,091 4,059 509 1,383 5,513 
19. Working in fuel, light, 
and energy - 1,025 1,634 142 12 107 255 
20. Working in buildings, 
railways, roads, and 
earthworks - - 41,201 39,083 10,767 1,777 5,166 12,679 
21. Working in undefined 
mechanical operations 
(chiefly labourers)  - 38,544 26,912 14,622 1,789 3,390 14,949 
22. Engaged on land and 
animals - - 128,934 137,026 67,992 8,630 23,568 90,546 
23. Of independent means 17 748 10,223 464 229 671 3,108 
24. Performing household 
duties and being 
educated - - 619,627 643,554 209,546 24,369 83,463 $69,178 
25. Dependent on charity ' 
or in prison - 11,354 | 12,546 4,470 432 1,798 4,717 
Total of specified 
occupations - - | 1,182,905 1,120,890 | 391,789 49,114 146,202 | 622,010 


Occupatiousin 45. The next table shows, per 1,000 persons living in the same 


each colony— colonies, the proportions of those following the various occupations, 
proportions 
per 1,000. crouped as before :— 


Occupations of the People in Six Australasian Colonies, 1891. 


(Exclusive of Aborigines and of those whose occupations were 
not returned.) 


MIxED SEXES. 


: A -. |New South | Queens- | Western] Tas- New 
Occupations, Victoria. |" “Wales. land. |Australia.| mania, | Zealand. 
PROPORTIONS PER 1,000. 
oe Ministering to Govern- 
ment, law, and order* 6°18 6°56 9°21 12°32 7°22 4°90 
2, Ministering to religion, 
charity, science, &c. 20°11 21°53 17°52 17°76 19°58 20°54 
3. Ministering to board, 
lodging, and atten- 
dance - - . 50°78 62°52 52°03 53°39 49°11 40°07 
4, Dealing in money and 
real property - 8°19 7°06 7°47 8°61 11°37 6°04 
5. Dealing in art and 
mechanic productions 2°% 2°82 1°51 alr al 1°88 2°09 


6. Dealing in textile fa- 
brics, dress, and 
fibrous articles 5°35 5°19 3°65 2°24 4°02 5°05 
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Victoria. 
: ne ees Now South | Queens- | Western| Tas- New 1892. 
Occupations. Victoria. |" “Wales. d. |Australia.| mania. | Zealand. es 
7. Dealing in food, drinks, | 
groceries, narcotics. 
and stimulants - . 12°76 12°31 11°15 4°97 8°73 11°31 
8. Dealing in animals, 
animal and vegetable 
substances - 4°21 2°80 2°31 1°81 86 2°40 
9. Dealing i in minerals and 
tals - - - = 1°73 1°36 1°03 *33 1°15 1°36 
10. Dealing in fuel and ‘ 
light’ - . - 1°47 1°20 aly “02 1°34 64 
11. General undefined 
dealers, merchants, 
shopkeepers, clerks - 23°80 16°72 17°33 23°29 18°90 14°11 
12. Engaged in storage - *34 *28 1°01 67 *03 1°66 
18, Carriers of passengers, 
goods, letters, and 
messages - - - 27°78 27°52 84°19 58°56 22°35 24°78 
14, Working in art and 
mechanic productions 18°99 17°06 12°80 19°38 10°70 15°55 
15. Working in textile fa- 
brics, dress, and 
fibrous articles - 83°05 21°95 18°93 8°90; 19°17 |* 31°25 
16, Working in food, drinks, 
narcotics, and stimu- 
lants - - - 6°72 7°07 5°82 5°38 5°57 7°16 
17. Working in animal and 
vegetable substances - 5°90 8°20 7°37 12°12 5°39 5°73 
18. Working in minerals 
and metals - - 12°72 10°79 10°36 10°86 9°46 8°86 
19. Working in fuel, light, 
andenergy - = “91 1°46 36 25 73 “41 
20. Working in buildings, 
railways, roads, an 
earthworks - - 86°37 84°87 27°48 86°18 35°33 20°39 
21. Working in wndefined 
mechanical operations 
(chiefly labourers) - 34°02 24°01 87°32 86°41 23°19 24°03 
22, Engaged on land angi 
animals : 113°81 122°25 178°54 175°71 161°20 145°57 
28. Of independent means 15°66 9°12 1°19 4°66 4°59 4°99 
24, Performing household 
duties (if any) or be- 
ing educated - 546°94 574°15 534° 84 496°17 570°87 593°53 
25. Dependent on charity 
or in prison - 10°02 11°20 11°41 8°80 12°26 7°58 
| —— | | 
Total - - | 1,000°00 1,000°00 | 1,000°00 | 1,000°00 } 1,000°00 | 1,000°00 


46. In proportion to population, dealers and workers in textile Occupation: 
fabrics and dress (groups 6 and 15), dealers in food and drink in Vietoria. 
(group 7), dealers in animal and vegetable substances (group 8), 
dealers and workers in minerals and metals (groups 9 and 18), 
dealers in fuel and light (group 10), persons engaged in mercantile 
pursuits (group 11), workers in buildings, railways, and roads 
(group 20), and persons of independent means (group 23) were 
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more numerous, whilst persons engaged in agricultural and pastoral 
pursuits (groyp 22) were less numerous in Victoria than in any 
other colony named. 


47, New South Wales, as compared with the other colonies, had 
the largest proportion of persons ministering to religion, charity, 
and science (group 2), dealers in art and mechanic productions 
(group 5), and workers in fuel, light, and energy (group 19). 


48. In Queensland, the proportion of labourers (group 21) was 
higher, whilst that of persons ministering to religion and science 
(group 2), that of dealers in art and mechanic productions (group 
5), and that of persons of independent means (group 23), were 
lower, than in any other colony. 


49, The proportions which were higher in Western Australia 
than in any of the other colonies were those of persons ministering 
to government, law, and order (group 1), board and lodging house 
keepers and servants (group 3), carriers (group 13), workers in 
art atid mechanic productions (group 14,) workers in animal and 
vegetable substances (group 17), and persons engaged in agricul- 
tural and pastoral pursuits (group 22); whilst the proportions 
which were lower than in the other colonies were those of workers 
and dealers in textile fabrics and dress (groups 6 and 15), workers 
and dealers in food and drink (groups 7 and 16), dealers in 
minerals and metals (group 9), workers and dealers in fuel and 
light (groups 10 and 19), and persons (chiefly women and children) 
performing domestic duties, or being educated (group 24). 


50. The proportions in Tasmania of dealers in money and real 
property (group 4), and of paupers and prisoners (group 25,), were 
higher, whilst those of persons engaged in mercantile pursuits 
(group 11), of persons engaged in storage (group 12), of carriers 

group 13), of workers in art and mechanic productions (group 14), 
of dealers and workers in animal and vegetable substances (groups 
8 and 17), and of labourers (group 21) were lower, than in any of 
the other colonies. 


51. In New Zealand, the proportions which were higher than 
in any of the other colonies were those of persons engaged in stor- 
age (group 12), of workers in food and drink (group 16), and of 
persons (chiefly women and children) performing domestic duties, 
or being educated (group 24); whilst the proportions which were 
lower than in the other colonies were those of persons ministering 
to government, law, and order (group 1), board and lodging house 
keepers and servants (group 3), dealers in money and reai property 
(group 4), workers in minerals and metals (group 18), workers in 
buildings, railways, roads, and excavations (group 20), and 
paupers and prisoners (group 25). 
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52, The number of breadwinners and the number of depen- be ae 
dents in each of the colonies named are given in the following 
table, the sexes being distinguished :— Breadwinners 
and dependents 
in Australasia’ 
Colonies. 


Breadwinners and, Dependents in Siz Australasian 
Colonies, 1891. 


(Exclusive of Aborigines and of those whose occupations were 
- not returned.) 


Males. Females, Total. 
Colony. 

Bread- Depen- Bread- Depen- Bread- Depen- 

winners. dents. winners. dents. winners. dents. 
Victoria- - -| 887,658 204,921 114,266 426,060 501,924 | 630,981 
New South Wales - $82,306 223,182 82,484 482,918 464,790 656,100 
Queensland - - 146,161 76,064 $1,612 187,952 177,778 214,016 
Western Australia- 21,361 8,083 2,952 16,718 24,318 24,801 
Tasmania - - 48,515 28,727 12,431 56,529 60,946 85,256 
New Zealand - 204,624 125,581 48,491 248,364 248,115 373,895 


53. In New Zealand the proportion of breadwinners was Relative 
1] d Iv th ° fd dent ] proportion oi 
smalier, and consequently the proportion of dependents was larger, breadwinners 
than in any of the other colonies. The following statement and dependen 
shows the relative proportions of the two classes in each i” Australasia 


Colonies. 
colony :— 


In New Zealand 100 breadwinners supported 151 dependents 


3 New South Wales ,, a sé 141 Be 
>> Tasmania Pe * “2 140 5 
»» Victoria ws “4 Me 125 Pe 
» Queensland . * y 120 
» Western Australia ,, on ‘3 102 . 


54, It is to be regretted that all the Australasian Colonies did Unemployed ir 
not compile a return of the number of unemployed persons Australasian 
within their borders during the census week. A special column °°" 
for that information was provided in the householder’s schedule 
but no use seems to have been made of it in Queensland or 
New Zealand, whilst for South Australia the information is 
not yet available. The following are numbers returned as 


286 


VIcToRIA. 
1892. 


Order of the 
colonies in 
regard to 
proportion of 
unemployed. 


Mining popu- 
lation, 1892. 


28 COLONIAL REPORTS.—ANNUAL. 


being out of work in the four colonies which have compiled the 
information :— 
Unemployed in Four Australasian Colonies, 18:1. 


Numbers Unemployed. 


Colony. 
Males. | Females. Total. 
Victoria - - - - - 19,930 8,317 23,247 
New South Wales —- - 19,518 2,865 22,383 
Western Australia - - - 826 52 878 
Tasmania - ~ - 1,831 229 1,560 


55. The unemployed referred to are those willing to work if 
able to find suitable occupation, and are included amongst the 
breadwinners in the previous table. If these be compared with 
the total number of breadwinners in the colonies named, it will 
be found that the highest proportion of unemployed was in New 
South Wales, Victoria standing second and Western Australia 
and Tasmania third and fourth. The following are the propor- 
tions in the four colonies :— . 


Order of Colonies in reference to Proportion of 
Unemployed, 1891. 


Percentage of 


. ew Breadwinners. 
1. New South Wales - - - - “ - 4°82 
2. Victoria = - - = _ i h, 2 4°63 
3. Western Australia - - - - - 3°61 
4, Tasmania - - - A z 2 . 2°56 


56. When the census of 1891 was taken, the number of gold 
miners in Victoria was found to be 21,206 as against 35,189 
returned LO years previously. The estimate of gold miners 
made by the Department of Mines for the end of 1892 was 
23,518, or 2,312 more than the number returned at the census. 
It is probable that in the departmental estimate referred to many 
men were considered as miners who would return themselves at the 
census as engineers, blacksmiths, carpenters, etc.; and, moreover, 
some selectors who were in the habit of dividing their time 
between mining and farming would return themselves as farmers. 
The departmental estimate for 1892 is subjoined -— 


Estimated Number of Gold Miners, 1892. 
Alluvial miners - - - - 10,308 
Quartz miners - - - - 13,210 


Total - - - - 23,518 
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European miners - - - - - 20,982 Vicrorta. 
Chinese miners” - - - - 2,536 sid 
Total - “ - - - 23,518 


57. According to the same estimate, the Europeans engaged in European 
quartz mining at the end of 1892 exceeded those engaged in °4 Chinese 
alluvial mining by 5,182; the numbers being 13,082 and 7,900 
respectively. The Chinese seldom practise quartz mining; the 
numbers returned as engaged in that industry being only 128 as 
against 2,408 engaged in alluvial mining. 

58. In 1892, for the first time during 30 years, the recorded Immigration 
departures by sea exceeded the recorded arrivals by sea;* the rsihbes Aneta 
numbers of each, with the excess of the latter over the former, were 
as follows :— 


Immigration and Emigration, 1892. 


— | Males. 


Females. | Total. 


Arrivals by sea - = eo 


20,102 
Departures by seas - a) ie, 8 ps 


22,496 


62,951 
69,214 


Excess of departures 


59. The records of both arrivals and departures show larger Gain, 1891; 
numbers ‘for 1892 than for 1891, the former by 503, and the latter '°** 18° 
by 16,042 ; the apparent net gain, however, was 9,276 in 1891, 
whilst there was an apparent net loss of 6,263 in 1892. 


60. Besides the year under notice, the only years since the first Years in which 
settlement of the Colony in which, according to the records, the veers 
departures exceeded the arrivals were 1843, 1861, and 1862. In arrivals. 
the first of these the excess was 736, in the second 8,986, and in 


the last 367. 


61. The immigration authorities do not note the exact ages Adults and 
of the persons arriving and departing, but classify them as adults, children E 
or those from 12 years of age upwards; as children, or those cries Sy 
between 1 year of age and 12 years; and as infants, or those 
under 1 year. The following are the numbers under each of 
these heads who came and went during 1892 :— 


Arrivals and Departures of Adults, Children, and Infants, 1892. 


—- | Adults. Children. | Infants. Total. 

Arrivals - - - = 58,690 8,958 803 62,951 
Departures - - - 62,789 5,271 1,154 69,214 
Emigration in excess - 4,099 1,313 851 6,263 


* All the figures relating to arrivals in the Colony and departures therefrom 
contain statements of those who come and go by sea only. No attempt is made to 
keep an account of those who cross the frontier from and to the adjacent Colonies. 
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62. The returns show a net loss by emigration of 5,526 persons 
to the eastern, and of 6,259 to the western colonies on the 
Australian Continent, also a loss of 847 to New Zealand ; but a 
net gain by immigration of 5,827 from Tasmania, of 174 from the 
United Kingdom, and of 368 from foreign countries. The 
following is a statement of the recorded arrivals from, and 
departures for, each of these places during the year. 


Arrivals from, and Departures for, different Countries, 1892. 


Arrivals |Departures Excess of |Excess of 


Countries. Immigra-| Emigra- 
therefrom. | thereto. san. A eel 
New South Wales and Queensland ~ 23,543 | 29,069 — 5,526 
South and Western Australia = 7,295 13,554 = 6,259 
Tasmania - - - - 22,631 16,804 5,827 — 
New Zealand - - 3,334 4,181 —_— 847 
The United Kingdom - : 4,091 3,917 174 — 
Foreign Countries - - 2,057 1,689 368 _ 
Total - = 62,951 69,214 —_ 6,263§ 


63. The following table shows the recorded arrivals in, and 
departures from, each Australasian Colony by sea, and the excess 
of the former over the latter during the year 1892; the sexes of 
those who came and who went away being also distinguished :— 


Immigration and Emigration Returns of the Australasian 
Colonies, 1892. 


Excess of Arrivals over 


i we 
Arrivals. Departures. Departures.t 
Colony. 
Males.| Fe, | Total. | Males. | , 0, | Total. | Males. | alos, | Total. 


Victoria - - | 42,849 | 20,102 | 62,951 | 46,718 | 22,496 | 69,214 | —3,869 | —2,394 | —6,263 
New South Wales - | 42,921 | 19,276 62,197 | 36,634 | 16,053 | 52,687 6,287 3,223 9,510 
Queensland - - | 10,211 4,435 | 14,646 9,393 4,171 | 18,564 818 264 1,082 
South Australiaf - | 12,745 4,688 | 17,433 | 10,768 8,706 | 14,474 1,977 982 2,959 
Western Australia 5,828 | 1,612} 7,440] 2,299 669 | 2,968 | 3,529 948 | 4,472 


ee | ee | | | | LS | | RS | 


Total - - |214,554 | 5,113 | 164,667 | 105,812 | 47,095 | 152,907 | 8,742§ 3,018§| §11,760 


Tasmania « - | 16,849 | 6,895 | 28,744] 16,049 | 8,358 | 24,407 800 | —1,463 | §—663 
New Zealand - | 12,181 5,991 | 18,122 | 8,469] 4,695 | 13,164] 3,662 1,296 | 4,958 


| | fs | | a 


Grand Total - | 143,534 | 62,999 | 206,538 | 130,53 | 60,148 |190,478 | 13,2048] 2,851§) §16,055 


Norz.—The figures in this table refer to immigration and emigration by sea only. 


* The figures in these columns aderete te the truth. Many persons leave all the colonies 
by sea without their departure being noted. ‘ 
of Where the minus sign (—} appears the departures exceeded the arrivals by the number 


ainst which it is placed. : 
ae Exclusive of the Northern Territory. § Net figures, 
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64. The figures in the table indicate the persons going from  Vicrorta. 
colony to colony, as well as those arriving from, and departing 16)? 
for, distant countries. The figures in the total and grand total Net gain by 
lines of the last three columns, however, ought to show the net immigration 
gain to the population of Australia and Australasia by immigra- pas 
tion. By the last of these columns it is seen that, in 1892, the tralasia. 
Australian Continent apparently gained about 11,800, and the 
continent, with the addition of Tasmania and New Zealand, 
apparently gained over 16,000 inhabitants. The corresponding 
figures for 1891 were 36,561 and 39,445; those for 1890 were 
51,139 and 51,804; those for 1889 were 48,802 and 51,688 ; 
those for 1888 were 73,844 and 65,599 ; those for 1887 were 
61,732 and 65,041; and those for 1886 were 63,144 and 64,947. 

Many persons, however, leave all the colonies by sea without their 
departure being noted; therefore the actual gain from without is 
always less than the records indicate. 


65. It will be noticed that, according to the returns, all the Net loss in 
colonies gained by excess of immigration over emigration except bagi Nam 
Victoria and Tasmania, the former of which lost 6,263 and the 
latter 663 persons by excess of departures over arrivals. ‘The loss 
in Tasmania was confined to females, of which there was a net 
emigration of 1,463, whilst, on the other hand, there was a gain of 
800 males by the net immigration of persons of that sex. 


64. Cities in Victoria number 11, towns 10, and boroughs 38, Cities, towns, 
or 59 in all. The following is a statement of the estimated area, 0 nai 
population, and number of dwellings, the total and annual value 
of rateable property, and the total revenue of each city, town, and 
borough during the year 1892. The areas have been quite 
recently carefully revised by the Lands Department :— 


Cities, Towns, and Boroughs, 1892. 


Estimated | Estimated | Estimated Fe fis Prcun. Total 


Name. Area Popula- | Number of| | 


in Acres. tion. Dwellings. Revenue. 


Total. Annual. 


CITIES. 


Ballarat - ° 4,090 23,000 5,524 2,669,580 17972 31 ‘085 
Bendigo - = 7,900 27,200 6,424 1,673,050 167,305 27,049 
Collingwood : 1,189 33,673 7,947 2,498,070 249,807 27,348 
Fitzroy - - 928 80,510 6,987 8,496,070 849,607 35,873 
Footscray : . 3,698 18,253 4,388 8,600,000 172,995 80,174 
Hawthorn - 2,389 18,860 4,413 3,097,728 258,144 28,613 
Melbourne - - 5,020 74,317 15,844 19,778,330 1,977,883 220,496 
Prahran - : 2,820 37,820 9,060 7,491,582 535,113 48,960 
Richmond - * 1,480 33,020 9,061 4,101,705 273,447 40,847 
South Melbourne - 2,311 42,617 9,209 10,605,800 530,200 64,818 


St. Kilda - - 2,046 20,202 4,147 3,974,399 805,723 34,148 
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Vivsediie 3. ee a Se oe le pes Ae EE 
an [Reimann] ental] EA | to 
in Acres. tion. | Dwellings. ‘fora: el Revenue. 
Towns. £ £ £ 
Ballarat East . 4,331 16,700 4,087 793,600 79,360 12,603 
Brighton - c 38,288 9,835 2,228 2,980,660 149,033 15,282 
Brunswick - : 2,722 20,007 5,350 2,108,750 210,875 26,374 
Essonden - - 4,000 14,726 8,619 2,788,158 185,877 27,394 
Geelong - - 8,012 11,900 2,740 973,030 97,303 15,664 
Northcote - 2,850 7,100 1,843 1,635,228 90,846 11,509 
North Melbourne - 565 22,325 4,403 1,175,148 175,148 19,077 
Port Melbourne - 2,366 12,320 2,809 1,187,720 113,772 15,920 
Warrnambool -| 3,450 6,300 1,362 985,400 49,270 | 12,853 
Williamstown - 2,775 16,000 8,500 1,230,800 123,080 16,682 
_BoRovuGHS. 

Ararat : * 3,840 8,235 585 177,150 17,715 3,014 
Browns and Scars- 

dale <- - = 5,760 710 170 10,710 2,142 274 
Buninyong - - 8,424 1,200 803 63,420 6,342 1,029 
Carisbrook - ° 5,895 1,814 273 56,680 5,700 910 
Castlemaine - - 5,760 4,700 1,100 802,600 30,260 4,656 
Chewton - - - 5,760 1,250 408 33,170 6,634 663 
Clunes . - 5,760 3,117 765 81,466 11,638 2,626 
Creswick- - - 4,760 3,000 684 81,830 10,229 2,679 
Daylesford - ° 4,062 4,130 890 171,200 17,120 4,210 
Dunolly - - - 5,760 1,425 365 80,000 8,258 1,378 
Eaglehawk - - 3,640 7,645 1,811 413,103 81,854 4,867 
Echuca - - -|. 4,808 4,500 1,080 350,000 32,864 5,547 
Flemington and 

Kensington - 1,088 10,500 2,200 1,900,000 95,000 18,729 
Geelong West - - 859 5,715 1,426 362,766 30,230 4,864 
Hamilton - - 5,100 3,400 650 200,000 21,879 4,876 
Heathcote - -°- = = ‘ile = on a 
Horsham ~- - 5,760 8,000 600 300,000 26,495 4,676 
Inglewood - - 2,560 1,300 400 47,000 8,473 1,291 
Kew = - - 8,553 8,500 1,470 1,595,434 106,362 11,252 
Koroit - <- . 5,599 1,675 815 193,512 16,126 2,150 
Majorca - - 5,005 1,005 270 33,440 4,180 574 
Malmsbury - -| 4,214 1,367 420 84,850 6,974 1,153 
Maryborough : 5,760 5,200 1,100 287,600 28,760 4,438 
pit a ig ei 1,422 5,216 1,100 498,405 83,227 3,952, 
Oakleigh - 2,178 | 1,150 808 365,000 24,217 1,908 


Port Fairy - - 5,902 1,800 415 253,906 12,69 3,689 
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Estimated | Estimated | Estimated Rateable Property. Total 
Name. Area Popula- | Number of 
in Acres, ‘tion. Dwellings. Revenue. 


Total. Annual. 


BorovueHs—cont. & £ £ 
Portland - - 2,860 2,284 500 212,610 14,174 8,762 
Queenscliff - - 2,178 2,000 864 158,340 18,195 2,481 
Raywood - - 5,760 480 108 15,418 2,164 879 
Rutherglen -~ - 1,280 840 190 46,936 5,867 1,349 
Sale - - - 5,442 3,415 777 370,000 97,781 8,468 
Sebastopol « - 1,880 2,580 695 90,000 8,275 1,265 
Smythesdale - - 1,440 423 112 19,305 1,930 Ws 
St.Arnaud - = - 6,355 3,100 640 174,030 17,403 8,474 
Btawell - - 5,996 5,200 1,150 144,000 20,578 8,606 
Talbot : ° 5,578 1,420 860 $1,315 6,263 1,089 
Tarnaguila - - 5,188 720 200 40,000 5,326 658 
Wangaratta - = 8,982 2,050 450 148,990 14,899 2,967 
Wood’s Point- - 2,560 299 65 _ = = 

Total - - 220,238 607,560 189,553 88,138,720 7,006,030 882,795 
or 344 sq. m. 


67. The next table gives a list of the shires, numbering 139, 
together with a statement of the estimated area, population, and 
number of dwellings; the total and annual value of rateable 
property, and the total revenue of each shire, during the year 
1892 :— 


Shires, 1892. 


Estimated Value of 


Estimated | 28timated | Estimated} Rateable Property. Total 
Name. Popula- | Number of a a asa 
Area. tion. Dwellings.| —motat, nial, Revenue. 

Sq. Miles, & £ & 
Alberton = 1,413 5,798 1,411 650,570 65,057 9,350 
Alexandra - + 766 2,644 570 805,000 88,687 5,953 
Arapiles - - ° 769 8,600 680 800,000 88,442 4,285 
Ararat - « 1,556 4,650 930 1,649,830 82,466 10,505 
Avoca “es - 453 4,585 1,150 254,210 25,428 3,587 
Avon - . - 640 2,358 523 500,000 83,552 5,461 
Bacchus Marsh - 210 2,500 540 842,380 26,387 4,056 
Bairnsdale - - 1,130 8,000 1,720 1,033,000 76,594 14,538 
Ballan - - : 859 6,000 1,200 671,440 36,738 7,060 
Ballarat : - 182 4,491 870 985,685 49,283 6,868 
Bannockburn - : 136 1,850 $2() 260,000 18,247 2,245 
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1892. 


34. COLONIAL, REPORTS —~ANNUAL. 
= hse Estimated Estimated | Estimated Lpdinecatng Makes ‘ Total 
Name Popula- | Number of }. 
tion, | Dwellings.| ota). Vises Revenue. 
Sq. <i £ £ £ 

Barrabool - - 2,098 426 323,100 24,854 2.921 
Beechworth - - 814 8,000 1,650 878,090 37,309 7,475 
Belfast - - 201 2,700 490 1,031,600 40,451 5,758 
Bellarine - - . 128 4,450 995 506,980 42,248 5,428 
Benalla - - 1,140 9,000 1,760 981,840 98,184 14,881 
Berwick- + « 387 4,125 930 | 1,213,270 | 60,664 | —_7,889 
Bet Bet - . 337 3,600 1,100 220,500 22,967 5,467 
Boroondara - - 18 6,480 1,558: 3,000,000 151,675 15,336, 
Borung - : 852 5,621 1147 719,760. 53,982 5,590 
Braybrook - - 93 1,891 412 902,000. 45,100 4,659 
Bright - - 1,292 4,258 975: 238,610 23,861 4,183 
Broadford ars 218. 1,630 324 258,000 12,900 1,477 
Broadmeadows - 74, 1,250 342 377,225: 37,772. 4,509 
Bulls: <teeson, 2 ‘12 2,300 340 535,000 26,785 8,114 
Buln Buln - - 475 4.000 1,850 870,660 43,583. 10,188_ 
Bungaree - - - 88 5,600. 1,000 669,300 33,465 4,855 
Buninyong - - 296 7,000 1,496 589,040 49,920 6,232 
Caulfield- - - 94 8,200 2,000 8,489,730 198,874 17,044. 
Chiltern - - 95 2,300 505 70,220, 10,032 1,368 
Coburg <« + - 7 5,821 1,300 865,480. 86,548 10,897 
Colac -. - - 1,094 8,000 1,550 1,713,900 114,260 15,439 
Corio - - - 243 2,167 456 300,000 80,332 3,475 - 
Cranbourne - . 218 1,950 420 715,890 35,790 4,269 
Creswick - Ae: 198 8,016 1,707 1,243,360 62,168 8,331 
Croajingolong - 3,721 2,600 i — _ as 
Dandenong - * 60 2,166 512 469,020 39,085 5,616 
Darebin - - 81 1,400 270 194,020 19,402 2,515 
Dimboola Aen e 4,756 5,280 1,150 1,045,560 52,278 7,251 
Doncaster = : 134 992 187 468,440 53,422 2,428 
Dundas ne: 1,364, 3,374 699 1,800,050 89,645 9,968 
Dunmunkle - . 551 4,800 911 1,027,000 61,074 7,753 
East Loddon - - - 455 1,700 400 338,860 33,386 4,403 
Echuca - ° 1,115 7,347 1,504 1,980,000 89,956 12,985 
Eltham - . . 216 3,900 635 628,200 31,410 4,050 
Euroa : - 860 7,500 1,400 843,670 70,326 9,065 
Fern Tree Gully 120 2,500 500 677,140 33,857 3,678 
Flinders and Kan- 

gerong - - 184 2,540 560 532,000 26,600 3,219 
Gisborne- - - 100 8,840 950 249,800 24,980 2,906 


Glenelg - - 1,411 5,000 967 =| 1,901,600 95,080 12,545 
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Retisated Estimated | Estimated Terahe Pee | otal 
Name. Populas | Number of ‘Reverie. 
Area. tion. | Dwellings.} motal, Menta: 

we aga alll Gu ails Gp, |. c kaon aes Port | - q. Miles. £ £ £ 
Glenlyon - . - 121 2,700 600 171,860 17,186 1,965 
Gordons - : 856 4,150 900 | 1,207,100 60,350 7,993 
Goulburn ties 257 2,553 520 280,000 31,634 6,181 
Grenville - - 315 3,555 945 340,500 32,552 4,099 
Hampden - - 1,738 8,360 1,700 2,988,780 149,439 19,578 
Healesville - - 197 1,250 246 200,000 12,600 2,826 
Heidelberg - - 41 4,400 820 1,534,940 76,747 10,482 
Howqua » - 834 2,000 505 25,000 4,920 1,317 
Huntly - - 835 4,000 750 385,960 31,960 3,665 
Kara Kara - - 911 4,584 1,118 486,460 48,646 5,296 
Keilor - - . 53 747 200 186,990 18,699 1,976 
Kilmore ” - 92 2,422 502 221,715 23,116 2,885 
Korong - - : 1,121 8,500 2,100 1,212;720 72,777 9,338 
Kowree - - 1,448 3,000 650 809,970 53,993 6,774 
Kyneton - - : 253 8,730 1,840 1,411,790 70,589 11,636 
Lancefield - - 38 1,240 255 226,000 15,156 1,889 
Lawloit - - . 2,265 2,453 450 466,690 37,335 3,307 
Leigh - - 381 1,519 370 394,450 39,445 5,104 
Lexton - : - 300 2,300 509 427,275 26,705 3,295 
Lilydale : - 180 4,739 1,020 777,390 51,826 6,052 
Lowan + . - 2,289 6,100 2,180 1,200,000 67,082 10,219 
Maftra - - 966 3,600 710 916,280 45,814 7,093 
Maldon - . - 212 4,400 1,670 568,320 28,416 5,031 
Malvern . - 6% 8,856 1,989 4,189,920 209,496 22,296 
Mansfield - - 825 4,000 920 820,000 40,748 7,494 
Marong . - 562 7,345 1,668 656,365 65,636 9,153 
Melton - - - 1014 1,200 232 350,000 17,968 2,263 
Meredith - : 181 1,268 287 807,040 15,352 1,867 
Merriang- - - 117 1,086 248 214,440 17,870 1,530 
Metcalfe - - 213 3,097 690 130,230 26,046 3,274 
Mildura - - - 4,564 3,500 550 683,610 45,574 2,869 
Minhamite - - 541 1,813 456 1,394,960 47,448 5,455 
Moorabbin - . 32 6,361 1,449 1,877,590 156,466 12,911 
Mornington - : 118 8,750 900 1,134,360 56,718 6,199 
Mortlake - - - 815 2,884 525 860,700 86,070 9,782 
Morwell - : 255 2,300 one _ ae = 
Mt. Alexander - 50 2,350 655 66,230 11,039 1,570 
Mt. Franklin - 107 2,921 760 144,800 | 15,007 2,400 
Mt. Rouse - - 537 2,164 460 1,217,660 60,883 8,419 
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VICTORIA. Fee a Ge BON 3 eS geet wera eee ine oe aa ie ae maaes ta seman Soo Se ch a ia RR ee RE 
ee Estimated Estimated | Estimated moe eM aaeeg Total. 
Name. Popula- | Number of|_ 
: tion. | Dwellings. | mot, aoneat | Revenue. 
Sq. Miles. £ ees She 

Mclvor -~ - 580 3,988 942 714,120 35,706 , 5,086 
Narracan- - = = 640 4,000 920 677,540 33,877 5,554 
Newham -— - 91 8,215 540 278,400 | 18,560  —-2,592 
Newstead - - 105 2,370 525 239,130 15,942 | 2,880 
North Ovens i 237 1,986 392 484,170 21,708 | 3,108 
North Yarrawonga - 242 3,300 628 720,000 87,324 | 4,482 
Numurkah - : 765 7,695 1,524 | 1,478,200 73,910 9,882 
Nunawading -  - 234 4,000 1,005 | 1,688,760 81,688 | 9,512 
Oakleigh - - 26% 1,677 855 972,180 48,609 «5,728 
Onin. 4. anes 2,211 3,650 848 604,215 40,281 7,774 
Oxley - - . 1,005 3,460 716 683,900 34,195 5,287 
Phillip Island- - 304 2,000 250 560,000 28,000 | 4,886 
Portland- - - 3,460 5,700 1,100 j144,690 72,345 8,988 
Preston - ‘ 13} 3,126 818 | 1,405,020 70,252 6,748 
Pyalong - + = 229 1,200 220 296,520 14,826 1,726 
Ripon - . 588 4,400 1,075 928,405 61,894 8,021 
Rodney - + ° 400 5,279 1,131 886,770 59,118 7,277 


372 532.580 26,629 3,287 
750 | 1,006,440 50,322 6,668 
876 498,680 30,855 4,817 
1,220 397,120 39,712 7,484 
730 433,250 48,325 7,306 
523 183,140 18,314 2,542 
193 | 302,620 15,131 1,667 
1,509 | 1,685,900 98,661 10,340 
935 983,380 51,757 6,607 
760 204,980 20,493 2,483 
1,525 | 1,768,800 88,440 10,204 
450 173,010 17,301 2,297 
975 657,100 $2,856 5,704 
198 293,220 14,660 1,851 
1,047 | 1,082,620 54,131 10,131 
1,070 198,305 38,660 7,106 
920 261,570 £6,157 3,507 
250 272,200 13,612 4,133 
700 58,300 15,575 5,568 
479 | 1,490,780 74,539 8,441 
1,800 | 1,277,120 63,856 8,654 


Romsey - . 85 1,910 
Rosedale- - = - 804 3,760 
Rutherglen - - 205 3,750 
Seymour- - = $82 4,880 
Shepparton - - 208 4,000 
South Barwon . 68 2,159 
Springfield - - 111 1,000 
St.Arnaud - = « 1,690 _ 7,469 
Stawell : - 994 3,820 
Strathfieldsaye - 234 3,380 
Swan Hill - - 5,621 8,000 
Talbot - = = 184 1,755 
Tambo : 1,295 2,200 
Templestowe -~  - 204 820 
Towong . « 2,545 5,270 
Traralgon pee 199 2,500 
Tuliaroop - - 222 3,750 
Upper Yarra - - 454 800 
Walhalia - 409 2,472 
Wannon - - 758 2,485 
Waranga = - 700 8,700 


Poowong & Jeetho - 151 2,600 405 654,800 $1,181 4,674 
| 
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VICTORIA; 
Estimated Estimated | Estimated cueenee: Total iy ‘ 
Name. Popula- | Number of 
ee tion, | Dwellings. | gota, | Annual. | 
Sq. Miles. £ £ £ 
Warragul- - « 123 3,800 800 864,660 | 43,233 8,581 
Warrnambool- «- 610 8,547 1,605 2,577,580 128,879 15,857 
Whittlesea - » 188 1,884 440 184,000 18,400 3,081 
Wimmera . . 1,140 5,955 1,191" 1,564,700 16,735 9,639 
Winchelsea - : 630 3,500 720 950,000 49,090 7,495 
Wodonga- - «+ 104 1,848 862 142,830 14,233 2,325 
Wooayl . 610 4,000 600 700,000 $9,991 8,821 
Wyndham - . 275 1,860 400 1,423,000 69,890 9,179 
Yackandandah - 812 5,225 1,140 794,000 39,780 6,454 
Yarrawonga -~ - 602 6,668 1,158 994,250 76,481 16,269 
Yea - : » 600 8,300 560 714,100 85,705 4,662 
Total - . - 86,8214 537,127 117,238  |109,228,220 6,599,960 | 884,157 


68. The total area included in the two descriptions of munici- Area of muui- 
palities is as follows :— cipalities. 


Area embraced in Municipalities, 1892. 


— Sq. Miles. | 
Cities, towns, and boroughs - - 844 | 
Shires - - “ - * - 86,8214 | 
Total - - - - “ - 87,1654 | 


69. The estimated area in Victoria is 87,884 square miles. It Proportion to 
thus appears that all but about a one hundred and twentieth part de be 
of this area is included within the limits of municipal districts. pe ae 


70. The population of the two kinds of districts, as estimated by Population of 
the municipal authorities, was as follows at the end of 1892 :— miinicipalities. 


Population of Municipalities, 1892. 


Cities, towns, and boroughs’ - - 607,560 
Shires - - - - «= 687,127 


Total - - - - 1,144,687 
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VICTORIA. 


Shae 71. According to the recent census, the shore residents living 


outside municipalities numbered only 91, whilst persons in ships 
Population = and vessels numbered 2,439 or 2,530: in all. If this number be 
pene muni- added to the municipal estimate of population the total would be 
es apes 1,147,217, or 20,156 less than the estimated population at the end 
of the year, already stated to have been 1,167,373. The municipal 
estimate is made up about August, or four months before the other 
one, still the difference between the two estimates is wider than it 
would be if both had been correct. There is no doubt sufficient 
pains are not taken in some municipalities to secure a correct 
return of the population. 


Ratepayers in 72. The ratepayers in the two kinds of municipal districts 
mumeipalities. numbered as follows. in 1892. Each ratepayer is not necessarily 
a distinct individual, as ratepayers having property in more than 
one municipality, or more than one ward or riding of the same 
municipality, are entered on the municipal roll for each such 


property :— 
Ratepayers in, Municipalities, 1892. 
Cities, towns, and boroughs - - 142,477 
Shires - - - - =. 141,470 
Tsighes-s. 3 5 - 283,947 
we in 73. The following is a statement of the number of dwellings 
muneipalnes: in the two kinds of ‘municipal districts as returned at the end of 
1892 :— 
Dwellings in. Municipalities, 1892. 
Cities, towns, and boroughs ’~—- - 139,553 
Shires - - - - - 117,238 
Total = . ; - 256,791 
Persons to 74, According to the census of 1891, the inhabited dwellings in 


dwellings in — the colony numbered 224,021. All of these except 26 were situated 


ee in municipal districts. 

Area, popula- 75. 'The area contained in shires is about 250 times that in cities, 

ba beg towns and boroughs, but the population in the latter exceeds that 
Tes °. « “ i 

oro in the former by nearly an eighth, and the dwellings in the latter 

compared. exceed those in the former by nearly a fifth. 

Finance 76. The following is a statement of the revenue and expendi- 

account, 


teases: ture of Victoria in the financial year ended on the 30th ee 
1892; the excess of the latter over the former; the debit balance 
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brought forward from 1890-91, and that carried forward to  Vicroxra. 


1892-93 :—- 1892. 


Finance Account of Victoria, 1891-92.* 
(Exclusive of recoups and special receipts and expenditure.) 


£ b) 

Receipts = - ~ : - 17,729,571 10 4 

Expenditure - - - 8,482,916 12 C 
Expenditure in excess of re- 

ceipts - - - 753,345 1 8 

Debit balance from 1890-91 - 206,842 17 8 
Debit balance carried forward 

to 1892-93 - ~ - £960,187 19 4 


77. During the financial year under review, the expenditure Large debit 


exceeded the receipts by 753,345, and, adding this to the debit Palance. 
balance brought forward from the previous year, viz., 206,8432, 

there results a debit balance of 960,1881., to be carried forward to 
1892-93. This is only the second debit balance which has occured 
during the last 11 years. 


78. In the following table the receipts and expenditure, exclusive Net revenue 
of advances recouped and to be recouped, are given for each of the 2™4 expend 


ture 


11 financial years ended with 1891+92; also the surplus or 
deficiency of revenue in each year, and the credit or debit balances 
carried forward from year to year :— 


Net Public Revenue and Net Public Expenditure, 1881-82 to 
1891+92. 


Excluding Advances Recouped and to be Recouped. 


Year. Balances 
Public Public Surplus (+). jcarried forward 

Revenue, Expenditure. | Deficiency (—).| Credit ( +) 

Debit (—). 
mas 
£ £ £ £ 
1881-82 -| 5,589,972 5,145,764 + 444,208 + 144,608 
1882 -83 - | 5,602,066 5,643,885 ~ 41,819 | + 102,789 


* According to a statement distributed to members of the Legislative Assembly 
in September, 1893, by the Honourable the Treasurer, the revenue of 1892-93 was 
6,959,2291., and the expenditure was 7,991,956/., the latter thus exceeding the former 
by 1,032,727/., which amount, being added to the balance at the beginning of the finan- 
cial year, leaves a debit balance of 1,992,915/., which, being added to the balance at 
the debit. of the Land Sales by Auction Fund, 502,817/. (which until recouped by 
the sale of lands by auction, remains a charge on the public account), results in 2 
total debit balance of 2,495,7321., of which 738,867 is covered by the issue of temporary 
Treasury bills. The estimated population at about the middle of the same 12 months 
was about 1,167,373, so that the revenue per head was 5J. 19s. 3d., and the expen- 
diture per head 6/. 16s.11d. These figures are not final. 
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Victoria. 
pan Excluding Advances Recouped and to be Recouped. 
Year. Balances 
Public. Public Surplus (+). |earried forward 
Revenue Expenditure. | Deficiency (—) Credit (+). 
Debit (— 
£. £ £ £ 
1883-84 - 5,934,578 5,653,293 + 281,285 + 384,074 
1884-85 -| 6,290,861 6,121,564 + 168,797- | + 552,871 
1885-86 - 6,416,406 6,513,540 — 97,134 + 455,737 
1886-87 - 6,733,826 6,561,251 + 172,575 + 628,312 
1887-88 = 7,607,598 7,287,151 + $820,447 + 948,758 
1888-89 - 8,675,990 > 7,919,902 + 756,088 + 1,704,846 
1889-90 - 8,519,159 9,645,737 — 1,126,578 + 578,268. 
1890-91 . 8,243,588 9,128,699 — 785,111 ~~. 206,843 
1891-92 - 7,729,572 8,482,917 — 758,345 — 960,188 
Years of 79. It will be noticed that the gross revenue showed a surplus 


highest and in six, and a deficiency in five, of the yearsnamed. On the whole, 
nis we the deficiencies were larger than the surpluses, as the credit 
&e. " balance, amounting to 145,000/, carried forward at the end of the 
first year has disappeared, and its place at the end of the last year 
has been supplied by a debit balance of 960,000/. By far. the 
largest surplus of revenue ever received was in 1888-89 (756,000/). 
when it exceeded by nearly one-third of a million sterling that in 
1881-82 (444,000/.), which was the next largest. The largest 
deficiencies of revenue were in 1889-90, 1890-91, and 1891-92, 
in the order named. It should be pointed out, however, that the 
deficit in those years would have been less by over half a million 
sterling but for the.system, in vogue for some years, of charging 
forward expenditure from one year to another having been 
abandoned in those years with the view of placing the accounts on 


a sounder basis. 


Changes in 80. No changes were made in the taxation of the people in 
sources of 1891-92. As regards other sources of revenue, the railways were 
ald i a extended by an average length of 140 miles during the year ; and, 


in consequence, the revenue derivable therefrom might have been 
expected to increase, allowing 1,2402, per mile, by about 174,000/. 
As a matter of fact, however, the railway revenue decreased by 
208,000/., as will be shown later on, owing to a serious falling-off 
in the traffic. 


Revenue 81. The revenue was less in 1891-92 by 614,000 than in 1890-91, 
1891-92 and = hy 790,000/. than in 1889~90, and by 946,000, than in 1888-89 ; 


previous years. 
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it-was, however, larger by 122,000/ than in 1887-8, and close on Vicronta. 
1,000,0002. larger than that raised in any, other previous year. cha 
Comparing 1881-82, 10 years previously, with the year under 

review, it will be found that the revenue increased from 5,600,00 JZ. 

to 7,700,0001., or by 37 per cent:, the population during the same 

period having increased by only 30 per cent... 


82. The ordinary expenditure was Jess in 1891-92 than in 1890-91 Expenditure, 
by 646,000/., and than in 1889-90 by 1,163,0002, but was larger bb ere cs 
than in 1888-89 by 563,000, than in 1887-88 by nearly 1,200,0002,, BLA, 
and than in 1886-87 by close on 2,000,0002. Prior to 1853, the 
annual expenditure never exceeded one million sterling; from 
1853 to 1872+73 it was usually nearly up to, or slightly over, three 
millions ; from 1873-74 to 1879-80 it was between four and four. 
and three-quarter millions; from 1880-81 to 1883-84 it. ranged 
from five to.nearly five and three-quarter millions ; from 1884-5 
to 1888-89 itincreased from six to nearly eight millions sterling ; 
whilst. in 1889-90 and 1890-91 it exceeded nine millions, and in 
1891-92.it nearly equalled eight and a half millions. 


83. A statement of the revenue and expenditure per head during Revenue and 


each of the last 11 years will be found in the following table: | ate 
Revenue and Expenditure per Hedd, 1881-82 to.1891-92 a: 


Average pak sited 
Year. of each | Revenue per Head. 


Expenditure per 
Financial Year. Head. 


£ ae" ad: £ is. -d. 
1881-82 - - 879,886 Or 7 Diwdt iO 
1882~83 - - 899,562 6, 4 2'6 Gi cde 
1888-84 - ~ 920,694 6 « 8» it Gre2. 9 
1884-85 - - 944,564 60°18" "2 GY GFP T 
1885-86 - - 969,202 G6 *12° 3 6 14 5 
1886-87 - - 1,000,510 6, 14> 7 6 ll 1 
1887-88 - - 1,032,993 Resa’ Pnccoce if Fatt 
1888-89 - - 1,076,966 B.0Laal 7 fee? (eae | 
1889-90 - = 1,108,727 4 t4°US Sell? 10 
1890-91 ~ - 1,133,266 ta +S Bawier ol 
1891-92 - - 1,157,678 6.33: 6 1 Oued. 


84, The revenue per head in 1891-92 was less by. 13s. 9d. and Revenue and 
the expenditure per head was less by 14s. 6d., than in the. eerie, 
previous year. The former was also considerably lower than in 1891-92 and 
any year since 1886-87, but differed slightly from the average for former years. 
the three years ended with that year; whilst the latter was much 
lower than in 1889-90 or 1890-91, slightly lower than in 1888-89 
but higher than in any other year named. | In proportion to popu- 
lation, the revenue and, as.a consequence, the expenditure, 
declined pretty steadily, year by year, from 1862 to 1872-73; then 
a gradual increase took place from year to year until the revenue per 
head reached a maximum in 1888-89, and the expenditure in 1889- 

90 ; but since then arapid falling-off has occurred. It will also 
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be noticed that the expenditure per head exceeded the revenue per 
head in 1891-92 by 13s. 1d. as compared with 13s, 10d. in 1890-91, 
and 1/. Os. 5d. in 1889-90. 


85. The various sources from which the revenue of Victoria is 
derived may be grouped in five main divisions, viz. :—'Taxation, 
Crown Lands, Railways and other Reproductive Public Works, 
Post and Telegraphs and Other Sources. In 1891-92, 3,149,000/., 
or 41 per cent., was derived from taxation; 520,000/, or 7 per 
-cent., from Crown Lands; 3,750,000/., or 48 per cent., from what 
‘may be termed the commercial undertakings of the Government, 
‘viz :-——Railways, Water Works, and Post and Telegraphs, to 
which the Railways alone contributed as much as 3,100,000/., or 40 
‘per cent. of the total revenue; whilst the balance, amounting to 
309,0002., or about 4 per cent. of the whole, was derived from other 
sources. Of the Land Revenue, amounting to 520,000/, by far the 
greater proportion, or 393,000.—being equal to over 5 per cent. 
of the'total revenue— was derived from the sale of public land, which, 
being a receipt arising from the realization of one of the most 
valuable assets of the country, is obviously not a permanent source 
of income. Asa rule, portion of this amount is properly treated 
as capital, about 100,000/. bemg paid annually towards the 
construction of railways, as directed by the Land Acts 1884 and 
1890, which provide that all proceeds arising from the sale of 
public lands by auction shall be paid to the credit of the Railway 
Construction Account. This contribution, however, is from 
1891-92 to be temporarily diverted for some years into the Land 


‘Sales by Auction Fund, until the public works authorised out of 


that fund have been-constructed. The following is a statement 
of the amounts received under different heads in each of those 
divisions during the last two financial years, together with the 
increase or decrease under each head :+— 


_Heads of Revenue, 1890-91 and 1891-92. 


Amounts received. 
:Heads of Revenue. | Increase, |. -Deeréase. 
1890-91. 1891-92, 


TAXATION. £ £ ‘£ ‘£ 


‘Customs duties (including also :wharfage ‘ 
rates) - ‘° : . -| 2,525,572 | . 2,388,961 bd 136,611 
Excise - - ee ce - C ” 129,990 148,575 18,585 _ 
Ports and harbours (chiefly tonnage dues) - 20,669 | 18,880 — 1,789 
‘Licenses (business) - - ‘° . 22,152 20,755 _ 1.897 
Duties on estates of deceased persons - 184,886 247,584 62,648 ——- 
Duties on bank notes - - - 30,736 27,954 ~ 2,782 
' Stampduty - - - a a ee ‘218,000 175,000 _ 433000 


jLand tax y - - : 
Total - 2 = = 
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VIcTorIA, 
Amounts received. 1892. 
Heads of Revenue. — =, | eveasea: | Decrease: Tei 


1890-91. 1891-92. 


LAND REVENUE. £. z Zz 


Bs 
Band sales (including rents counting towards 
purchase money) - - - 476,542 $92,544 - 83,998. 
Rents of Crown lands (not counting towards 
‘purchase money) - en - 36,601 127,040 _ 9,561: 
Penalties under Land Acts . - - 308 _ — 308 
Total - E ; -| 613,451 $19,584 aa 93,867 
PUBLIC WORKS. 
Railways E : - = | 3,306,580 | 3,098,251 _ 208,329 
Metropolitan m . | 204,026 57,349 |  — 146,677. 
Water supply { Metropolitan Lf T0585 84,352 7,297 ~ 
Other public works -. - - 6,701 va soll 1,918 cz 
Total - « « «| 8594862 | 3,248,566 _ 345,796 
Post AND TELEGRAPHS. 
Postal receipts, &c. : - - $22,693 | 836,558 13,865 —_ 
Telegraph receipts, &c. - oo Ky eatlest Ae 176,634 166,248 =, 10,386 
Rotal -. = .. -| 499,827 | 502,806 | —-3,479 a 
OTHER SOURCES. 
Mint charges - - - - - 10,655 11,575 1,100 vm 
» subsidy returned - - - 4,760 10,498 5,738 _- 
Fees, fines, &c. (inclusive of fee stamps) - 162,452 187,148 » _ 25,304 : 
Interest on public account - - - 56,492 - 38,243 —e 23,249 ; 
Rents (other than Crown lands) - - 2,427 11,898 ; — 534 . 
Reimbursementsinaid - + - * =, 76,522 72,4138 | = 4,109 
Miscellaneous receipts. - -. - 70,502 42,356 _ 28,146 ., 
Tiiel= + e861. Se etemon a 74,504 


Total Ordinary Revenue - -| 8,343,588 | 7,729,572 te | 614,016 


86. Comparing the revenue of 1891-92 with that of the previous Diminished 
year, it will be observed that there was a total net decrease of revenue, 
614,000/., resulting from a falling-off of 726,0007 under 16 SARS i 
heads, less an increase of 112,000/. under the other eight. In ant aes as 
taxation there was a falling-off of 185,500, mainly in the revenue 
from customs and stamp duties, partly counterbalanced by an 
increase of 82,2001., in the receipts from estates of deceased persons, 
excise, and Jand revenue, the resulting net decrease being 103,300. 

There was also a similar falling-off in the land revenue, viz., 
93,9002. which is chiefly to be attributed to the smaller quantity of 
Crown land alienated, the receipts from rental alone having fallen 
off by less than 10,000/.,, the greatest decrease of all, however, was 
in the railway revenue, which fell off by 208,300/., notwithstanding 
the greater length of lines opened for traffic. The revenue of 
the Melbourne Water Works having been transferred to the newly 
constituted Melbourne and Metropolitan Board of Works, there is 
naturally a decrease of 146,7007. under that head; the amount of 
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57,3001., appearing in 1891-92 for the first time being for interest 
on Government loans for which the Board has has become 
responsible. Postal receipts &c., which, besides receipts from postage 
include commission on money orders, proceeds of parcels post, &c., 
show an apparent increase of 13,900/., but the Telegraph revenue 
shows, for the first time for many years, a falling off, viz., of 
10,4002 although it is still higher than in any year prior to 1889-90. 
Under “ Other sources,” there was a decrease of 25,300/. in fees, 
&c., owing to the general contraction in business ; of 23,200/. in 
the interest received on the public account, and 28,000/. under 
miscellaneous receipts. 


87. Of the total ordinary expenditure of Victoria in 1891-92 
1,352,000/., or 16 per cent., was disbursed to defray the cost of 
Government, maintenance of law and order, and provision against 
foreign attack; 863,000/, excluding 5,900/. for buildings, or 
10 per cent., was contributed towards public instruction and the 
advancement and dissemination of knowledge; 300,000/, or 
34 per cent., was expended on public: charities or devoted 
to the preservation of the public health; 98,000/., or 1 per 


cent., was expended on the management and survey of the Crown 


lands, or about 29,000/. less than the gross annual rental therefrom 


during the same financial year; as much as 4,513,000/., or 53 per 


cent., was absorbed in carrying on the various commercial under- 
takings of the Government, viz., 2,157,000/. on railways and water- 
works, besides 1,600,000/. in interest and expenses on loans raised 
for their construction, and 756,000/. on post and telegraphs ; 
114,000/, was paid as interest on amounts borrowed for the con- 
struction of other public works; 85,0007. was the cost of collecting the 
revenue from Customs duties and Excise, whilst 34,000/. was spent 


on the maintenance of ports and harbours; and 268,000/., or 3 per 


cent., was granted in aid of the agricultural and mining industries. 
The amounts just enumerated, together with 82,000/. expended 
on miscellaneous services, form the ordinary expenditure for 
‘the year; but, besides this,an amount of 759,900/, or nearly 
‘9 per cent. of the total expenditure, was spent on the con- 
struction of various public works of a permanent character, viz., 
5,900/. on State school buildings, and 754,000/. on “ miscellaneous 
public works,” which embraces the cost of erection and of 
maintenance of public offices and buildings of all kinds, 
expenditure on roads and bridges, and municipal subsidies 


(380,0002.). These amounts might be considered as a set-off 


against the proceeds of jand sales, before referred to, which 
they even exceeded by 367,0002 In*1891-92 there were 
also certain items of special expenditure, amounting to 20,139/ 
(in addition to 108,9052 in the three previous years) for the 
extension and improvement of the Law Courts and offices, 
recouped from the proceeds of the sale of the city police court. 
‘The following is a classification of the expenditure under 10 
divisions and 28 subsidiary heads, during the years 1890-91 and 
1891-92, ulso the increase or decrease in the latter year. 
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Heads of Expenditure, 1890-91 and 1891-92. 
Amounts Expended. 
Heads of Expenditure. Increase. | Decrease. 
1890-91. 1891-92. 
GENERAL GOVERNMENT, £ £ £ 2 
Civil list - - - - - 41,827 42,223 896 —_ 
Legislature ° . . - 733503 95,891 22,308 a= 
Civil establishment - - - 166,964 149.868 _ 17,096 
Retiring allowances and pensions - : 125,504 188,981 13,477 —_— 
Gratuities, compensations, &c. =| See 56,697 60,724 4,027 | od 
Total - ° Fa = 464,495, 487,687 23,192 © _ 
Law, ORDER, AND. PROTECTION, 
dudicia and legal - - - - 237,941 217,828 =) 20,118 
Police - - -. - - 284,097 288,409 = 688 
Gaols and penal establishments - 71,429 65,679 — 5,750 
Defences—Naval.and Military . - 294,967 297,828 2,861 _ 
Total -. : - - 888,434 864,739 bed 23,695 - 
EpvucaTion, SCIENCE; CHARITY; &c. a iar a 
Public instruction, science, &c. - - 867,641 863,070 — 4,571 
State school buildings . . 76,390 5,904 —_ 70,486 
Charitable institutions, medical, &c. - 303,134 300,450: = 2,684 
Total - - | 1,247,165 1,169,424 = "7,741 
Crown LANDS. a a cere 
Administration and survey - 99,695 98,031 it 1,664 
Agriculture, &c. - . - - 180,948: 142,111 11,168 _ 
Mining ° : - - + 121,310 126,380 5,070 —_ 
Total - : - - 851,953 366,522 14,568 an 
Pusiic Works. on aa 
Railways—Working expenses - - - | 2,462,582 2,118,377 = 344,205 
a Construction account =. - 107,428 _ i 107,428 
Land Sales by Auction Fund - - — 73,599 73,599 Eas 
Water supply - - : : 71,855. 38,500 oe 33,355 
Other public works - - - 887,453 680,258 — 207,200 
Total - - - © | 3,529,318 2,910,729 — 618,589 
Post and telegraphs - : . 742,666 756,190. 13,524 _ 
PuBLic DEBT. wat 
interest and expenses—Railways - «| 1,279,195 | 1,354,216 75,02) —_ 
if F Water supply - 249,935 246,190 = 3,745 
A Fh Other works -. 117,754 114,010 — 3,744 
Total interest, &c.. - - | 1,646,884 1,714,416 67,532 = 
Redemption of loans—expenses - 2,125 12,284 10,159 = 
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- Amounts Expended. 


Heads of Expenditure. Increase. | Decrease. 
1890-91. 1891-92. 
TRADE, NAVIGATION, &c. £ & & &£ 
Customs and Excise . . 85,885 84,823 _ 1,062 
Harboursand lights - ~- = 38,468 33,803 _ 4,665 
bas ee es EEE eR ae Caet o 
Total - - - - 124,353 | 118,626 _ 5,727 
OTHER EXPENDITURE. 
Mint subsidy - - . * - 20,000 |} 20,000 — _ 
Aborigines - . . - 8,692 6,745 — 1,947 
Miscellaneous services - + -* «© -«@ 102,614 55,555 _ 47,059 
Total « . A -{ 131,306. | 82,00 = 49,006 
Total ordinary expenditure ~« | 9,128,699 8,482,917 _ 645,782 
Special expenditure (Melboufne 44,217 20,189 — 24,078 
Police Court Account). | ABs LH Agel ¢ eg TY ela lL 
Total expenditure—ordinary and 
special - ~~ - «= {| 9,172,916 | 8,508,058 _ 669,860 


88. From this table it may be ascertained that a total increase 
in the ordinary expenditure, amounting to 224,196/, took place 


under 1] heads, but a decrease of 869,978, under the other seven- 


teen heads except one, (which remained stationary) resulting in a net 


decrease of nearly 646,0007. On the one hand the principal in- 


creases were 67,500/. in the interest on the public debt, owing to the 
increasing amounts borrowed for the construction of Railways ; 
22,4007. under thehead of Legislature, consequent on the constitution 
of the Railways Standing Committee, the general election held in 
1891-2, and the expenses of the Purification of Rolls Act 1891 


(8,6551); 17,5002. under Retiring allowances, gratuities, &c., 


resulting from the-enforced retirement of sexagenarians; and ot 
11,0007. under Agriculture, chiefly on account of increased 
bonuses granted for agricultural products. On the other hand, 
there was an exceptionally large decrease of 344,000/. under 
Railways, of which, however, 114,00/. was in consequence of 
arrears to that extent ‘being included in the previous year’s accounts 
whilst the rest is due to the retrenchment and economy exercised ; 
a decrease of 207,000/. under Public Works, of which 70,0007. 
resulted from a temporary reduction of the municipal subsidy, and 
the remainder from a smaller outlay on works and buildings 
generally; of 33,0002 under Water Supply, consequent on the 
expenses of the Melbourne Waterworks having been defrayed in 
1891-92, for the first time, by the newly-constituted Melbourne 
and Metropolitan Board of Works; of 20,000/. under Judicial and 
Jegal; and 17,000/. under Civil Estabiishment, as a result of 
xetrenchment. An accidental decrease of 70,500/. also appears 
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under State school buildings, works which have usually been con- 
structed out of loan moneys, Although an increase of. less than. 


3,0002, is noticeable under the head of: Defences, anew item of 


75,300. (half being arrears on account of 1890-91) for Australian 


Naval Defences is included in 1891-92 for.the first time; .but as. 


against this, there was a reduction of 58,0002. under Local Defence 


Works—none having been construeted in 1891+92; and 14,5001. . 
in other items, of which nearly 9,000/. alone was saved by the usual | 


annual encampment not having been held during that year. A 
falling-off of 107,0002, under Railway construction account is mainly 
owing to the proceeds of thie sale of land by auction, whieh fell off 
by 26,0002. having been temporarily: diverted therefrom to the 
“Land Sales by Auction Fund” ‘under which head appears the 
whole of such proceeds. for 1891-92. . 


89. In order to promote. the agricultural, dairying, fruit, and 
wine industries, there has been appropriated during the last three 
years an amount of 233,000/. of.which 171,000 was to be dis- 
tributed as bonuses under Regulations framed by the Governor- 
in-Council., The expenditure ta the end of 1891-92 on these 
objects amounted: to 86,0681. of: which 44,5002. was paid away 
during that year, and there remained:a,balance unappropriated of 
146,932/. ‘The following are. the particulars :-—- 


Urvunis for promoting Agriculture and other Industries. 


Amount Expended. 


; total | | ‘Balance 

Heads of Expenditure.. Amount eae available 
Authorised.| During me hs a 

1891-98, | .o..° ‘ 


1891-92. 


and general vegetable products, - 55,000 5,689 5,876 49,124, 


Bonuses w factories for. fruit 

canning and drying, dairying, 

raisin and,currant making, vege- 

table oil making ; preparing hemp, 

flax, silk, &c., for. the manu- 

facturer - - - - | 387,000 3,202 12,265 24,735 5 
Bonuses for. dairy produce, and 

fruits of best quality and in best, 

order, exported toforeign markets | 79,000 28,156 50,174 28,826 . 
For the importation of. new,.varieties .. 

of seeds and plants - - 3,000 67 248 9,757: 
For supplying instruction in con- 

nexion with the intreduction of , 

new vegetable products and the 

improvement of existing agri-- 


cultural methods -. eee 43,000 5.25] 13,528 


£ & £ £ 
Bonuses to growerg of grapes, fruits, 
29,472 
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Amount Expended. 


Total Balance 
Heads of Expenditure. Amount va 
Authorised.| During | Total to a 
tagiegy. | eee 
"| 1891-92. 
For the introduction of new ma- £ £ £ £ 
chinery and appliances to perfect 
the treatment of new agricultural 
products, and to improve present 
agricultural methods, and for 
prizes for new inventions in 
general agricultural appliances - 4,000 146 501 3,499 
For publishing agricultural reports 
in connexion with the educational 
work of the experts, &c. - 11,000 1,988 3,481 7,519 
For the encouragement of planting 
and cultivating forest trees of .an 
economic character - - 1,000 — — 1,000 
Total - - - | 233,000 44,499 86,068 146,932 


90. In addition to the ordinary expenditure from revenue, large 
sums are annually disbursed for various purposes from amounts 
raised by means of loans. The following table shows the details 
of such expenditure prior to.1886-87 and during each subsequent 
year. ‘This is intended to supplement the table of ordinary expen- 
diture by exhibiting those items which having never been, or 
having ceased to be, a charge on the general revenue, are treated 
in separate accounts :— 


Expenditure of Net Proceeds of Loans to 30th June 1892. 


| Amounts Expended. 
Purposes of 


Expenditure. | Prior to! 1s96-97. |1887-88, | 1888-89. | 1880-90. | 1890-01. feted Total. 
£ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ 

Railways = - = |22,171,492|1,711,160 |1,774,721 |8,083,211 |2,933,087 |2,786,562 | 613,157 |35,073,890 
Water supply :—: 

Melbourne - | 1,804,424] 148,356 | 277,749 | 222,343 | 434,416 | 124,037 | 165,968 | 3,177,298 

Country - = | 2,644,085] 225,688 | 184,818 | 261,725 | 361,855 | 503,520 | 272,529 | 4,454,165 
Mine Cie 448,987| 82,770 | 44,954 | 87,563 | 95,270 a 589,778 
Public offices “ 162,280 — _ — _ _ _— 162,280 
Defences - -| 98,299) — - ~_ _ _ _ 98,299 
State school build- 

ings - - _-| 1,013,933] 49,984] — _ - _ — | 1,063,217 
Yarrabridge -| 28,050; 42,561] 25,391] 19,594] — _ - 108,526 
Alfred gravingdock| 841,819 _ _ _ _ _ _ 341,819 
Harbour works, &c. 81,159] 47,856 | 53,344 | 54,279] 18,095 | 18,076 *. 65 267,874 


—-——___ 


— 


Total - « jEreanne 2,257,625 |2,360,972 8,671,645 |3,772,728 |3,427,424 |1,051,719 145,836,686 
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91. The following is a comparative statement of the amounts 
received, under various heads of revenue, in the respective 
Australasian Colonies during the most recent year for which the 
particulars are available. The figures have all been derived from 
official sources :— 


Heads of Revenue in Australasian Colonies, 1891. 


Hendsot | viotoia,| Soa | neon |, South, | esters | nia. | Zealand 
Taxation :— £ £ £ £ & £ & 
Customs, &¢c. - | 2,388,961 | 2,168,264 | 1,201,685 617,590 237,686 | 876,130 | 1,552,780 
Other taxes - 760,849 | 748,080 300,619 212,158 ; 26,369 | 126,009 | 626,959 
Total - - | 3,149,310 "2,916,344 1,502,304 ~~ 829,748 ~ 264,055 502,139 2,179,739 
Crown lands -— - 519,584 | 2,266,636 514,852 258,996 101,980 84,145 335,428 
Railways - - | 3,098,252 | 3,407,963 | 1,000,082 | 1,285,276 63,001 168,046 | 1,114,055 
Post and telegraphs 502,806 648,553 216,122 209,828 31,335 73,150 | 330,662 
Other sources - 459,620 796,690 | . 173,127 245,605 37,299 55,718 186,347 
Total - «| 7,729,572 [10,088,186 | 8,405,987 | 2,829,458 | 497,670 | 83,198 | 4146251 
Taxation :— 
Customs, &e. - 30°91 21°91 35°28 21°83 47°76 42°58 37°45 
Other taxes - 9°83 7°45 8°83 7°50 5°30 14°27 15°12 
Total - = 40°74 29°06 rT 29°33 58°06 , 56°85 53°57 
Crown lands - 6°72 22°58 15°10 9°15 20°49 9°53 8'09 
Railways- - -| 40°09| 38°96| 20°36] 45°42]. 12°66 | 19°08] 26°87 
Post and telegraphs 6°50 6°46 6°35 7°42) 6°30 "998 7°98 
Other sources - 5°95 7°94 5°08 8°68 7°49 6°31 4°49 
Total Sine bain? WAS ~~ 100°00 | 100°00 100°00- ~ 100°00 ~ 00°00 ~~ 400°00 ~~ 100°00- 


Nore.—The figures of revenue and expenditure for Victoria are for the 12 months ended 30th 
June, 1892, but those for the other colonies are for the calendar year 1891. Refunds of revenue 
drawbacks, and such similar entries, are rigidly excluded from the accounts of revenue and 
expenditure of Victoria and New Zealand, but are included in those of New South Wales and 
Queensland ; also, it is believed, in those of some of the other colonies. 


92. It will be observed that the proportion of revenue raised by 
taxation—chiefly derived from Customs duties—varied from 
about 29 per cent. in New South Wales and South Australia to 
57 per cent. in Tasmania, the proportion in Victoria being 41 per 
cent., or lower than in any other colonies except the two former. 
The revenue from Railways also formed a very large proportion of 
the total revenue of all the colonies, varying from about an eighth 
+n Western Australia to over two-fifths of the whole in Victoria 
and South Australia. The Crown lands revenue varied in the 
different colonies from 7 to 23 per cent. of the whole-—the former 
proportion prevailing in Victoria and the latter in New South 
Waes; and that from Post and Telegraphs from 6% to 83 per 
cent. 

93. It will be remarked that the land revenue was nearly four 
and a half times as large in New South Wales as in Victoria, 
which item alone nearly accounts for the larger total revenue of 
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the former colony. If the land revenue be deducted from the 
total revenues of the two colonies, the revenue of New South 
Wales, notwithstanding the cross entries in the returns of the 
former already alluded to, would then exceeds the revenue of 
Victoria by only 560,0001., the respective amounts for 1891 being 
7,770,0002 and 7,210,000. It also appears that the railway 
revenue of New South Wales exceeds that of Victoria by about 
300,0002; in the former Colony it forms one-third, and in the 
latter two-fifths, of the total revenue. The total taxation of 
Victoria was greater than that of New South Wales by only 
233,000/., the excess appearing chiefly under the head of Custome. 
As to other heads, the revenue in New South Wales from Post 
and Telegraphs exceeded that in Victoria by 146,000/, but in 
connexion with this itshould be remembered that official correspon- 
dence and telegrams are charged for in the former, but travel free 
in the latter colony and that the revenue from “ Other Sources ” 
was larger by about 337,000/. . 


57. In addition to the expenditure of amounts derived from the 
general revenue, as shown in the last two tables, all the colonies 
spend large sums of borrowed money, chiefly on railways and 
waterworks, but, also, in some instances, on the construction of 
electric telegraphs, harbour works and lighthouses, defence works, 
roads and bridges, school buildings, and other public works, and 
on immigration. The following table shows the total loan 
expenditure of the various colonies during 1891, also the 
amounts per head :— 


Expenditure from Loans in Australasian Colonies, 1891. 


Expenditure from Loans during year. 


Colony. 
Total Amount. Amount per Head. 

£ LORE Ter i 

Victoria - - - - 3,427,195 38 0 6 
New South Wales - - - 4,750,167 4 871 
Queensland - - - 1,296,259 3 4°51 
South Australia - - - 488,869 110 4 
Western Australia - - - 77,994 1 10-5 
Total = - 10,040,484 3 5 8 

Tasmania - - - 561,661 3 15 5 
New Zealand - - - 346,324 011 0 
Grand Total - - 10,948,469 2AT 


(ieee cata a A TT LAL LIE AI TC 


Note.—In this table the figures for Victoria and South Australia relate to the year 
ended 30th June, 1891, those for the other colonies to that ended $lst December. 
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95. It will be observed that the aggregate loan expenditure of  Vicrorta. 


the Australasian Colonies in 1891 was close on 11 millions sterling, 
of which Victoria spent nearly 34 millions, New South Wales 42 


1892. 


Loan expen- 


millions, Queensland about 14 millions, South Australia diture of 
nearly 4 a million and Tasmania over 4 a million. It will be different 


was less in Victoria not only than in New South Wales—where it 
was highest—but also than in Queensland or Tasmania, although 
above that in any of the other colonies. 


: 1 ‘oe 
noticed, moreover, that the loan expenditure per head of population ae pene 


mpared. 


96. The amounts whereof revenue is made up may be divided Taxation. 


into two classes, viz., those raised by taxation and those raised 
otherwise. In Victoria the former class consists of Customs and 
Excise duties, wharfage rates, port and harbour dues, business 
licenses, duties on bank notes, duties on estates of deceased persons, 
a land tax, and stamp duties. The latter class comprises amounts 
derived from the sale or occupation of Crown lands, from railways, 
from water supply, from post and telegraph offices, from the Mint, 
from fees fines, and forfeitures, from the interest on the public 
account, from the labour of prisoners, &c. The following figures 
show the result of a division of the Victorian revenue upon this 
principle :— 


Taxation, 1891-2. 


£ 
Reveuue raised by taxation - - 3,149,810 
i ia otherwise - - 4,580,262 


Total - £7,729,572 


97. The public debt of Victoria amounted on the 30th June puptic aebt. 


1892 to 46,711,2872,* consisting of moneys —~ 


po 
Borrowed in Victoria - ~ 1,949,587 
* England - - = 44,761,700 
Total - - £46,711,287 


98 The aggregate amount of the loans raised up to the 30th purposes for 
June 1892, was 58,154,907/.; but a total of 11,443,620/. having which loans 


been repaid, viz., 2,379,200/. out of the general revenue, and Were incurred, 


9,064,420/. out of the proceeds of redemption loans, the balance 
outstanding on the 30th June 1892 was reduced to 46,711,287/. 
The amount of public debt borrowed under each of the purposes 
for which the debt was incurred, the amount paid off, and the 


* On the 30th June 1893 the public debt (exclusive of £750,000 Treasury Bills 
in aid of revenue) amounted to £47,144,562. 
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Vicror1a. amount outstanding on the 30th June 1892 are shown in the 


aes following table :— 
Purposes for which Loans were Raised. 
Amount— 
Public Borrowings Total Amount] - Outstanding 
30th June 1892. 
contracted for— | borrowed. Paid off. : 
Per- 
Total. centage. 
Sin ie ade hah Oe Pe nS A PR ee OS SRT ghee LI A ae ae Poe ve Tele 
Revenvugr YIELDING WORKS. £ £ & 
Railways . - - | 36,793,806 344,200. | 36,449,606 78°02 
Tramways in country districts 200,000 wee 200,000 *43 
Water supply and irrigation— 
Melbourne - - - - | 3,149,939 800,000 | 2,349,939 5°03 
Country . - - 5,005,216 _ 5,005,216 10°72 
Harbours and docks - 275,554 —_ 275,554 59 
Graving-dock - - - 350,464 — $50,464 7 5, 
Total revenue yielding - | 45,774,979 1,144,200 | 44,630,779 95°54 
OrneR WorKS OF A 
PERMANENT CHARACTER. 
Parliament houses - - 246,453 — 246,453 53 
Law courts - - - 854,260 —- 354,260 76 
Public offices - > - 166,195 — 166,195 36 
Defence works - - 100,000 — 100,000 “21 
State schvol buildings - 1,105,557 — 1,105,557 2°37 
Prince’s Bridge, Melbourne - 108,043 — 108,043 Gp) 
Melbourne and Geelong im- 735,000 735,000 — — 
provements. 
Total permanent works 2,815,508 735,000 2,080,508 4°46 
MiscELLANEOUS. 
Treasury bonds in aid of 500,000 500,000 — — 
revenue. 
Net borrowings - | 49,090,487 2,379,200 46,711,287 100°00 
Redemption of loans - | 9,064,420 9,064,420 _— — 
Gross borrowings - | 58,154,907 | 11,448,620 | 46,711,287 _ 
Borrowings 99. It will be observed that at the present time 95} per cent. 
devoted to of the Victorian borrowings has been devoted to railways, water- 


Snelhurabies, works, and other revenue-producing works, from which the State 
derives a considerable income. Only 43 per cent. of the debt is 
not directly revenue-producing, and this has been expended on 
such useful and permanent works as bridges, defence works, State 
schools, public buildings, &c. 


Debts of - 100. The following table shows the total amount of debt, and the 
aang yndebtedness per head, in Victoria and the other Australasian 
‘ % Colonies, on the 31st December of every fifth year from 1875 ; 

also of the three years 1889, 1890, and 1891; also the number 


of years’ revenue the debt was equal to in each of those 


years :-— 
Public Debts of the Australasian Colonies. 
On the 31st December. 
Colony. Year. Number of 
Total Amount Amount of Years’ Revenue 
of Debt Indebtedness Debt is equal 
r per Head. te 4 
& £s. d. 
1875 | 13,995,093 17 0 0 3°30 
1880 | 22,060,749 25.138 0 4°77 
Pee 1885 | 28,628,588 2910 9 4*55 
ile F "¥| 1889 | 87,867,027 83.17 1 4°31 
1890 | 41,443,216 36 11 5 4°86 
1891 | 43,638,897 37 13 11 5°23 
c| 1875 | 11,470,687 19 6 0 2°78 
1880 | 14,903,919 19 18 6 3°04 
1885 | 35,564,259 37 9 1 4°69 
New South Wales = -4 | 1gg9 | 46,646,449 48 2 4 5°15 
1890 | 48,425,333 43 3 4 5°11 
{| 1891 | 48,771,549 41.17 1 4:86 
[| 1875 6,435,250 35 1 0 4°73 
1880 | 12,192,150 53.18 7 7°56 
‘aad _} | 1885 | — 19,320,850 61 4 10 6:80 
Queensland =~ 1889 | $5,840,950 67 18 2 7°51 
1 | 1890 | 28,105,684 7117 4 8°62 
| 1891 | 29,457,134 7115 9 8°65 
1875 3,320,600 1515 7 2°90 
1880 9,865,500 36.17 5 4°86 
: 1885 | 17,020,900 54 6 2 7°37 
South Australia -1| 1889 | 20,435,500 6413 4 9°00 
1890 | 21,151,500 66 5 6 8°27 
{| 1891 | 21,138,300 64.17 5 7:47 
1875 135,000 f1 3 “86 
1880 361,000 12 8 9 2°00 
: 1885 1,288,100 3612 4 3°99 
Western Australia = =4 | ig99 1,371,981 31 711 3°59 
1890 1,367,444 27 15 10 3°30 
{| 1891 1,613,594 30 5 8 3°24 
1875 1,489,400 467 4 4°35 
| 1880 1,943,700 1618 9 4°42 
7 } 4] 1885 3,357,000 2519 5 5:88 
pickany eh : “4 | 1889 5,019,050 35 6 0 7°39 
1890 6,432,800 44 5 6 8°48 
1891 6,990,940 4516 2 7°99 
1875 | 17,400,031 46 5 11 6°18 
1880 | 28,583,231 58 19 0 8°71 
1885 | 35,790,422 62 4 5 8°74 
* . a ’ 
New Zealand 1889 | 38,483,250 62 9 4 9.64 
1890 | 38,832,350 62 1 8 9°23 
1891 | 38,713,068 6191 9°34 


* New Zealand has, as a set-off against the debt, an accrued sinking fund, which amounted on 
the 31st March 1892 to 1,035,4497. The net liability was thus 37,677,619/., or 59/.8s. 6d. per head, 


being equal to nine times the revenue, ustralia also has a sinking fund of 114,292/. 
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Western 


The sinking funds in the other colonies are of no great importance. 
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101. If the amounts of debt at the latest period shown in the 
table be added together, it will be found that the aggregate debt 
of the Colonies on the continent of Australia was 144} millions, 
being over 4 millions more than in 1890; and the aggregate 
debt of Australia, with the addition of Tasmania and New 
Zealand, somewhat exceeded 190} millions sterling, being 
41 millions more than in 1890. The following are the exact 
figures for 1891, also the proportion of indebtedness per head of 
the population, and the proportion the aggregate debt bore to the 
aggregate revenue of the Colonies within the same limits :— 


Public Debt of Australia and Australasia, 1891. 


Public Debt. 


Total Amount per | Multiple of 


Amount. Head. Revenue, 
ee et Bee nn EOES: br ard een Mor 
£ £ s. d. Per cent. 
Continent of Australia - - - | 144,614,474 | 46 9 8 5°76 
Ditto with Tasmania and New Zea- 
Youd < : : - | 190,318,482 | 48 16 3 6°31 


SS ee ee 


102. It will be observed that a combination of the indebtedness 
of the insular colonies with that of the colonies upon the 
Australian Continent gives a proportion of debt per head higher 
by about 21. 7s., than such a proportion applied to the 
continental colonies alone, in explanation of which it will be 
remembered that, although, in proportion to population, Tasmanian 
indebtedness is somewhat below the average, New Zealand is the 
third most heavily indebted colony of the group. 


103. During the year 1891 the public debt of Australasia, taken 
as a whole, increased by 44 millions, or 24 per cent., but the 
amount per head of population decreased by 5s. 3d. During the 
16 years ended with 1891, the public debt increased by one 
hundred and thirty-six millions—or nearly fourfold—whilst the 
proportion per head more than doubled. ‘The debt also increased 
in a much greater ratio than the public revenue, for whereas in 
1875 it was equal to the income of the colonies for less than four 
years, and in 1880 to about five and a quarter years, in 1890 and 
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1891 it was equal to their income for over six and a quarter years 
This is shown by the following figures :— 


Increase of Public Debt of Australasia, 1875 to 1891. 


Debt of Australia, Tasmania, and New 


Zealand. 
Year. 
: Amount per Multiple of 
‘Total Amount. Head*. Revenue. 
£ £8. d. 
1875 - - - - 54,246,011 28 6.0 3°85 
1880 - - - - 89,910,249 383 0 8 5:27 
1885 - - - - - 140,970,119 42 17 8 5°87 
1890 - - - - ~ 175,164,207 47° 10°21 6°15 
1891 - - ° e 185,758,327 49 1 6 6°36 
- - 190,318,482 48 16 3 6°31 
Increase, 1875-91 - - - 136,072,471 25 10 38 2°46 
i WOO) 2 ee 4,560,155 -0 5 3t —054 


104. The marriages celebrated in 1892 numbered 7,723, as 
against 8,780 in 1891, 9,187 in 1890, and 9,194 in 1889. 


105. The marriages returned in 1892, although fewer than in 
the six previous years, were more numerous than those in any year 
prior to those. The number returned annually had been almost 
stationary during the seven years prior to 1880, but in that year 
aa advance was made which continued until 1890. In 1882, for 
the first time, the marriages returned exceeded 6,000; in 1884 
they exceeded 7,000; in 1888 they nearly reached 9,000; and in 
1889 and 1890 they exceeded that number by nearly 200; but in 
1891 they again fell below 9,000, and in 1892 they fell below 
8,000. : 


106. The proportion which the number of marriages bears to 
the total population is generally called the marriage rate. ‘This 
for many years was declining in Victoria, for, whilst in the three 
years prior to 1863 it was above 8 per 1,000 of both sexes, and all 
ages, from 1863 to 1865 it was between 7 and 8, and from 1866 
to 1878 it was between 6 and 7 per 1,000. It reached its lowest 
point, 6°98 per 1,000, in 1879; then gradually revived, until the 
period between 1888 and 1890, when it again exceeded 8 per 1,000, 
for the first time since 1862. In 1891 a somewhat sudden fall 
took place to 7°66 per 1,000, which was about the same average as 
that prevailing during the four years prior to 15*8, and in 1892 a 
still further fall to 6°64. The following table giv’. the number of 
marriages and number of persons married per 1,000 of the 
SS 

*In 1875 the population was 2,327,882; in 1880, 2,721,747; in 1885, 3,287,363 ; 
in 1889, 3,684,016 ; in 1890, 3,785,349 ; and in 1891, 3,899,036. 
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population during 1860 and each subsequent fifth year, also in 
1891 and 1892 :— 


Annual Marriage Rate, 1860 to 1892. 


Per 1,000 of the Mean 


Population, 
Year. 
Numbers 
he ole of Persons 
ws dis Married. 

160. ce a 8°15 16°30 
1865 « = - 7°36 14°72 
1870 - - 6°63 13°26 
1875 - o - 6°33 12°66 
1880 - - - 6°22 12°44 
1885 - - Wee 15°47 
1890 = - - 8°21 16°42 
1891 - - - 7°66 15°32 
1892 - - - 6°64 13°28 
Mean of 33 years 7°15 14:30 


ee eee ee 


107. The following table gives a statement of the number of 
marriages to every 1,000 of the population of the various 
Australasian Colonies for each fifth year from 1865 to 1890, also 
for 1891 and 1892, except Western Australia, for which colony 
the first year given is 1875 :— 


Marriage Rates in Australasian Colonies, 1865 to 1892. 


Number of Marriages per 1,000 of Mean Popuiation. 
New 


Year. ae: Queens-| South | Western é Ne 
Victoria. hee land. | Australia.) Australia. Tasmania. Zealand. 

1865+ -| 7°86:] 8°94 | 18°27 9°45 _ 627 | 10°47 
1870 - 6°63 7°85 7°80 6°90 _ 6°62 7°62 
1875 - -| 6°33 | 7°88 | 8°63 8°01 7+26 6°63 | 8-94 
1880 - 6°22 7°68 6°97 8°69 7°42 7°38 6°71 
1885 - -| 7°73 | 8-22 | 9:20 7 +82 7°51 8°22 | 6:73 
1890 -| 8°21 | 7°15 | 8-28 7-04 6°18 6°64 | 6:12 
1891 - - 7°66 7°39 7°22 7°29 8:06 6°63 6°05 
1892 - 6°64 6°77 6°67 6°50 7°36 6° 51 6°23 
Mean of 28 i 

years - 7°01 7°90 8°53 7°76 7°03 701 7°50 


108. According to an average extending over a period of 28 
years, the marriage rate in Victoria was identical with that in 
Tasmania, also almost identical with that in Western Australia but 
was below that in any of the other colonies; in the last year, however, 
the marriage rate in Victoria occupied a middle position, it being 
higher than that in South Australia, Tasmania, and New Zealand, 
but lower than that in the other three colonies, 
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109. The number of divorces which took place in each Austral- Vicrorra. 


asian colony during 1890 and their proportions to the married 1892. 
persons of either sex returned at the census were as follow :— EE ae 
Australasian 


Divorces in Australasian Colonies, 1890. Colouise. 


Divorces Divorces 
Colony. anes: of | per 100,000 | per 100,000 
YORwRe Husbands. Wives. 
1. Western Australia < s 3 41°4 47°0 
2. New South Wales a. 42 25°2 25°38 
3. Victoria <« - - - 40 23°4 23°0 
4. New Zealand - - «+ 21 23°2 23°1 
5. Queensland - - - 8 13°8 13°9 
6. 'l'asmania . - - 2 8°5 9°3 
7. South Australia «+ - + } 4°1 4°1 


110. If the divorces be compared with the number of marriages, Marriages to_ 
the positions of the colonies remained unaltered, except that New itech tie 
Zealand rises above New South Wales and Victoria, and occuples GCulonies. 


the second position on the list instead of the fourth, thus :— 


Marriages to each Divorce in each Australasian Colony, 1890. 


Marriages to each 


Divorce. 
1. Western Australia = «= 93 
2. New Zealand - - - 181 
3. New South Wales “ 187 
4. Victoria - - - = 230 
5. Queensland - - - + 399 
6. Tasmania - - - 477 
7. South Australia - =i 1,117 


HS 


111. The births registered in Victoria during 1892 numbered Births, 1892. 
37,831, as against 38,505 in 1891. The decrease in the year under 
review, as compared with the previous one, was thus 674. 


112. During the 20 years ended with 1883, the number of Births in 189: 
births in Victoria had remained almost stationary ; but in 1884 a 204 former 
marked increase took place, which continued during the seven 7 
subsequent years, the number of births in 1891 being the highest 
recorded. There ‘was, however, a falling-off in 1892, as just 
stated. 


113, In proportion to population, the births decreased steadily Birth rete. 
for a nunber of years. ‘The lowest point was reached in 18892, 
since which year there was a gradual improvement until 1890, 
but in 1891 there was a slight falling-off, and a stil! further 
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falling-off in 1892. The following are the birth rates for 
1860 and each subsequent fifth year, also in 1891 and 1892 :— 


Annual Birth Rate, 1860 to 1892. 
DES Ser Pe ce ULSI Ie Sie Rea es Serie Se I a OE Se aed bt 


Births per 3,000 of 
Mean Population. 


1860 - - - - - 42°81 
1865 - - - - - 42°40 
1870 - - - -- 38°07 
1875 = - - oe - 33°94 
1880 - - - - - - 80°75 
1885 - - - - - 31°33 
1890 - - = - - 33°60 
1691. -* <= = 7» - - 33°57 
1892 - - - - - - 32°54 

Mean of 33 years -  - 35°73 


114, Returns of the births in all the Australasian Colonies are 
available to the end of 1892, and from these and the mean popu- 
lations of the respective colonies during each year the birth rates 
have been calculated in the office of the Government Statist, 
Melbourne. The following table gives the birth rates of the different 
colonies for 1865 and each subsequent fifth year until 1890, also 
for 1891 and 1892 :-— 


Birth Rates in Australasian Colonies, 1865 to 1892. 


a re nn 
Number of Births per 1,000 of Mean Populations. 


Year. New 


era Queens-| South | Western . New 

Victoria. South | “54, |Australia. |Australia. |-°°™9™*-| zealand. 

Wales. 

nn a ne EEE 
1865 .| 42°40 | 48-21 | 43°65 | 43°90 ie 32°56 | 41-12 
1870 - = | 88°07 40°09 43°51 88°48 a 30°18 42°32 
1875 - 33°94 38°53 88°90 85°70 28°72 29°88 40°23 
1880 - -| 30°75 | 38°80 | 36°92 | 38°94 | 82°35 | 82°91 | 40°78 
1885 - | 81°38 37°79 37°80 88°47 85°22 36°18 84°78 
1890 - - | 33°60 35°36 39-93 32°63 34°69 33°49 29°44 
1891 - 33°57 34°50 86°35 33°92 84°85 33°37 29°01 
-ig92 - -| 32°54 | 33°90 | 35°84 | 32°32 | 33°01 | 82°48 | 27-88 

Mean of 28 

years. - 34°36 38°38 39°41 87°54 34°35 32°16 37°64 


Low birth rates 
in Australasian 
Colonies in 
1892. 


PRRs RES Salers oer oe ee Ro Tee eee oe LE 

115. In 1892 the birth rate was below the average in all the 
colonies except Tasmania. In New South Wales, South Australia 
and New Zealand the rate was absolutely the lowest recorded 
during the whole period of 28 years, that for the last named culony 
(28 per 1,000), moreover, being the lowest recorded in any Aus- 
tralasian Colony since 1864. In Victoria the rate was lower than 
in the previous four years, but higher than in any other year since 
1876. In Western Australia it was lower than in any other year 
since 1880, and in Tasmania than in any other since 1879. 
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116. The deaths registered in 1892 numbered 15,851, as against 
18,631 in 1891. There was thus a decrease in the year under 
notice of 2,780, or 15 per cent. 


117. The births in 1892 exceeded the deaths by 21,980 or 139 
per cent., the corresponding proportion being 107 per cent. in the 
previous year. ‘The proportion in 1892 was exceeded in 1865, and 
the six years ended with 1873, but in no other year. In the 10 
years ended with 1890 the proportion averaged 107 per cent., 
and in the 10 years ended with 1880 it averaged 119 per cent., 
whilst during the 28 years ended with 1892 the average was 
118 per cent. The following were the births and deaths in 1865 
and in each subsequent fifth year, also in 1891 and 1892, and the 
excess of the former over the latter :— 


Excess of Births over Deaths, 1865 to 1892. 


Excess of Births over 


Deaths. 
Year. Births. Deaths. 
Numerical, |Centesimal. 
Per Cent. 
tl ae ee -| 25,915 10,461 15,454 148 
1870... ba te ‘ 27,151 10,420 16,731 161 
1875 = fhm -| 26,720 15,287 11,433 75 
1880 - - = - | 26,148 11,652 14,495 124 
1885 - - = -~| 29,975 14,364 15,611 109 
1890 - - = | . | °37,578 18,012 19,666 109 
169) * as, er «| 38,505 18,631 19,874 107 
1892. 66 %s le | 37,831 15,851 21,980 139 
Total in 28 years 814,578 374,108 440,470 118 


118. It may be remarked that the births more than doubled the 
deaths in all the years except 1875, 1876, 1882, and 1889. 


119. The folowing table shows the estimated mean population of 
either sex, the number of deaths of either sex, and the death rate 


317 


Vicroria, 
1892. 


Deaths, 1892. 


Excess ot 
births over 
deaths. 


Years in which 
births doubled 
deaths. 


Annual death 
rate. 


318 


VICTORIA. 
1892. 


Male and 
female death 
rate compared. 


LGeath rates in 
Australasian 
Co!ontes. 


60 COLONIAL REPORTS.-——-ANNUAL 


of males and females, and of both sexes, during 1860 and each 
subsequent fifth year, also in 1891 and 1892 :— | 


Annual Death Rate, 1860 to 1892. 


Estimated Mean Number of Deaths per 1,000 of the 
Population. . Deaths. Mean Population. 
Year. 

Males. | Females. | Males. |Females.| Males. | Females.| Total 
1860 - 331,979 202,475 7,134 4,927 21°49 24°33 21°49 
1865 - 347,083 264,135 6,158 4,303 17°74 16°29 17°11 
1870 - 392,159 321,036 6,114 4,306 15°59 13°41 14°61 
1875 419,779 867,558 8,563 | . 6,724 20°40 18°29 19°42 
1880 - 446,445 403,898 6,610 5,042 14°81 12°48 13°70 
1885 - 504,000 452,880 8,300 6,064 16°47 13°39 15°01 
1890 - 589,310 529,190 | 10,369 7,643 17°60 14°44 16°10 
1891 -| 600,860 | 546,070 | 10,666 | 7,965 | 17°75} 14°59] 16°24 
1892 ~ 606,990 555,720 9,098 6,753 14°99 12°15 13°68 


Average of 33 years 


Norr.—In 1860 and 1875, especially in the former year, the death rate was 
swelled by epidemics of measles and scarlatina. 


120. It will be noticed that in all the years shown, except 18602 
death bore more hardly upon males than upon females. The 
ficures in the lowest line of the table show that, over a period of 
thirty-three years, the deaths of males per 1,000 of the same sex 
living exceeded by 2} the deaths of females per 1,000 of that sex 
living. 

121. The proportion which the deaths that occurred in each 
Australian Colony bore to the total population of that colony 
during 1865 and each subsequent fifth year, also in 1891 and 1892, 
will be found in the following table :— 


Death Rates in Australasian Colonies, 1865 to 1892. 


—_—_——_ 


Nuinber of Deaths per 1,000 of Mean Populations. 
nn nnn LE 


a New | Q South | West N 
See ueens- ou estern A ew 
Victoria. | South land. | Australia.| Australia. Tasmania. Zealand. 
Wales. 
eS Ee nnn EGTA ERENT nanan 
1865 ~ 16°97 16°49 21°42 14°30 _ 13°40 15°18 
1870 - 14°61 13°38 14°59 13°94 — 13°88 11°13 
1875 . | 19-42! 18°42] 23°80] 19°45 17.88 | 20°00 15°92 
1880 - 13°70 15°47 13°59 14°85 13°24 16°12 11°46 
1885 - 15°21 16°48 20°19 12°73 17°61 15°89 10:74 
1890 - 16°10 12°90 14°61 12°40 12°00 14°74 9°66 
1891 - 16°24 14°24 12°77 13°26 16°96 15°30 10°35 
1892 - 13°63 12°20 12°65 11°38 16°63 13°53 10°06 
Mean of —————_|——— era SGD, ERPS TS TA «28 


28 years [| 15°62] 15:24| 17°30] 14°85 | 16°10 | 15-29 | 11°52 
a ae NL Se 
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122. The total number of persons returned as suffering from 
infirmity at the date of the census of 1891 was 23,916, viz., 14,675 
males and 9,241 females. These numbers furnish proportions of 
210 infirm persons in every 10,000 of the population ; or of 245 
infirm males in every 10,000 males, and 171 infirm females in 
every 10,000 females. 


123. The infirmities are of two classes :—(1.) Thos ecausing 
total disablement for the time being, but from which it is probable 
complete recovery might take place sooner or later; (2) those of a 
permanent character, but which would not generally prevent the 
sufferer from engaging in some kind of bread-winning occupation. 
Besides these, some persons were returned as suffering from 
ailments of a minor description, which in a few instances have 
been considered of sufficient importance to be mentioned in the 
tables, whilst in others they have been entirly disregarded. 


124. The persons included in the first of these classes are those 
returned as unable to attend to their ordinary occupations by 
reason of sickness or accident. These numbered as follow :— 


— Males, Females. | Total. 
Disabled from sickness - - 7,590 5,334 | 12,924 
Disabled from accident - - * 1,879 289 1,668 


Total - - 8,969 5,623 14,592 


125. The sick were in the proportion of 113, and those laid up 


VICTORIA. 
1892. 


Sickness and 
infirmity. 


Two classes of 
infirmities, 


Sickness and 
accidents. 


Proportion of 


in consequence of accidents were in that of 15, to every 10,000 of disabled 


the population. The two combined, representing those entirely 
disabled for the time being, but not, as a rule, permanently affected, 
were thus in the proportion of 128 to every 10,000 living, or 1 in 
78. A similar combinatiou gives a proportion of 150 disabled 
males in every 10,000 males living, or 1 in 67; of 104 disabled 
females in every 10,000 females living, or 1 in 96. 


126. It will be easily realised that the community sustains 
considerable loss, as well as inconvenience, in consequence of some 
portion of its component parts being always laid up on account of 
iliness or bodily injury. Of those so affected, the children are 
obliged to discontinue their studies, the men their work or business, 
and the women their household duties as long as the disablement 
lasts. Takingt he sick and those suffering from accidents together, 
there were on the census day 14,592 persons, viz., 8,969 males 
and 5,623 females, in a disabled condition. Supposing the census 
day to have been an average one as regards the amount of 
infirmity prevailing, there would obviously in one year be an 
amount of work lost from this cause equal to that of 1 person for 
14,592 years, or of 1 male for 8,969 years, and of 1 female for 
5,623 years. Or putting it in other words, there would, if Sundays 
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be included, be 5,326,080 days’ work lost on account of illness in 
the year, viz., 3,273,685 by males, and 2,052,395 by females or, 
if Sundays be not included, there would be 4,567,296 days’ work 
lost, viz., 2,807,297 by males and 1,759,999 by females, This is 
altogether irrespective of the loss occasioned by illnesses of a slight 
or partial character, not serious enough to cause work to be 
altogether discontinued, which, according to instructions, were not to 
be returned, or of the loss to others occasioned by attendance on 
sick persons, or by reason of deaf-muteism, blindness, lunacy, &c. 
A consideration of these figures will show that, irrespective of the 
distress, destitution, and mental suffering occurring amongst families 
by reason of the deaths of their members, the outbreak of every 
epidemic disease which visits a country must seriously affect its 
material wealth and prosperity, and therefore that, on economic as 
well‘as on moral grounds, those who promote and enforce sanitary 
laws and regulations are deserving of high commendation and 
support. 


127. According to the figures, the average number of days’ 
disabling infirmity in the course of one year experienced by each 
person in the community is 4°67, or 5°47 days by each male and 
3°79 days by each female. If working days only be considered, 
each person on the average loses by this 4 such days, each male 
losing 4:69 and each female 3:25 sach days. 


128. All the Australasian colonies took advantage of the taking 
of the census to obtain returns of sickness and accidents. Accord- 
ing to the following figures, the proportion of those disabled from 
these causes was higher in Victoria than in any other colony :— 


Sickness and Accidents in Australasian Colonies, 1891, 


Persons Disabled from 
Sickness or Accidents. 


Colony. Persons 

living to 

Number. ea ie 

abled Person. 

1. Victoria = . 14,592 78 
2. South Australia - - 3,938 81 
3. New South Wales - 11,578 98 
4. Queensland - - 3,746 105 
5. Tasmania - - 1,321 111 
6. New Zealand - - 5,076 123 
7. Western Australia - 304 164 
Total - - 40,555 94 


129. With reference to the high position of Victoria relatively 
to several of the other colonies in regard, not only to sickness, but 
to most of the other infirmities respecting which information 
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was obtained, it may be remarked that whilst Victoria has made  Vicrorm. 
inquiries on these subjects at the last four censuses, some of the irs 
other colonies of the group made such inquiries for the first time 

in 1891. . For obvious reasons, a new inquiry is not likely to be 

so fully or so correctly responded to as one to which both the 

census collectors and the public have become accustomed, and a 

first attempt is likely to result in defective information and partial 

failure, as did the first attempt made in Victoria to obtain particu- 

lars of sickness and infirmity 30 years prior to the census which 

forms the subject of this report, viz.,in 1861. It will be readily 
understood, in regard to such a return as that under notice, that 

the more accurate and perfect the statistics, the worse position 

the country to which they relate appears to be in, and the more 
unfavourably will it seem to compare with other countries in 

which the returns are of a less complete character. 


130. The second class of infirmities embraces defects or injuries The partially 
which are generally permanent, but which often do not disable the “**"** 
sufferers from following some description of labour, and do not 
always prevent them from earning their own livelihood. These, 
with the number of persons affected, were as follows :— 


—- | Males. | Females. Total. 
Sufferers from paralysis - - 650 447 1,097 
” » epilepsy - - - 203 217 420 
ag »  deaf-muteism - - 204 160 864 
ay » blindness ° - 612 383 995 
+P » eye affections - - 94 90 184 
PA » lunacy - - - 2,077 1,693 3,770 
»  »__ idiotey ; “ae 214 141 355 
5 » lameness, mutilation, de- 
formity, &c. - - 1,652 487 2,139 
Total - - 5,706 3,618 9,324 


131. The deaf and dumb were in the proportion of 3°19 per Deaf-muteism. 
10,000 persons living ; of 3°41 deaf and dumb males per 1,000 males, 
and of 2°95 deaf and dumb females per 10,000 females. These 
proportions, stated in other words, are 1 deaf-mute in 3,133 of 
the total population, or 1 in 2,933 of the males and 1 in 3,387 of 
the females. 


182, In proportiun to population, deaf-mutes appear to have Deaf-muteism 


been most common in South Australia, and more common than in ae ee 
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Victoria not only in that colony but in Queensland, Tasmania, and 
New South Wales. The following are the proportions :— 


Deaf-muteism in Australasian Colonies, 1891. 


1. South Australia had 1 deaf-mute in every 1,369 persons. 
2. Queensland aoe a ss 2,557 Pr 
3. Tasmania ae * - 2,716 a 
4, New South Wales,, 1 ” s 2,867 © 
5. Victoria oe rok rs ss 3,133 “ 
6. New Zealand fo tek fr E 3,775 = 
7. Western Australia,, 1 * a 4,526 ” 


133. Blind persons in Victoria were in the proportion of 8°72 
per 10,000 persons living ; blind males in that of 10°23 to every 
10,000 males, blind females in that of 7:07 to every 10,000 
females. There was thus one blind person in every 1,146 of mixed 
sexes, or one blind male in every 978 males and one blind female 
in every 1,415 females. 


134. The colony which, acccording to the following figures, con- 
tained the largest proportion of blind persons was ‘Tasmania, 
Western Australia standing second and Victoria third, In New 
Zealand the proportion of blind persons to the total population 
appears to ke very low indeed :— 


Blindness in Australasian Colonies 1891. 


1. Tasmania had 1 blind person in every 889 persons. 
2. Western Australia,, 1 * O72 ts 
3. Victoria rm | i FE PROS... i 
4, South Australia , 1 Sy ee ty a 
5. New South Wales ,, 1 P* 6 BE. 2% 
6. Queensland 2 ak ai ii eae es 
7, New Zealand 3 ot] a Pai Ec 2 


135. The lunatics returned at the census numbered 3,770, viz., 
2.077 males and 1,693 females, All of these except 100, viz., 
78 males and 22 females, were detained in the Government 
lunatic asylums. Lunatics were in the proportion of 33°06 per 
10,000 of the population, viz., 34°71 male lunatics per 10,000 males 
living and 31°24 female lunatics per 10,000 females living. Thus 
one person in every 302, or one male in every 288, and one female 
in every 320, was a lunatic. 


136. The census gave a return of the number of lunatics in all 
the Australasian Colonies except Queensland. The proportion to 
the population appears to have been highest in Victoria and next 
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highest in New Zealand, whilst the proportions were lowest in past 


estern Australia and Tasmania :— ia 


Lunacy in Australasian Colonies, 1891. 


1. Victoria had 1 lunatic in every 302 persons 
2. New Zealand % 3 349°. ,, 
3. New South Wales ,, s 359 
4, South Australia - en XG). 439 
5. Tasmania os a $83.73 
6. Western Australia ,, ‘ 386 45 


137. The persons returned as idiots and imbeciles in Victoria Idiots. 
numbered 355, viz., 214 males and 141 females. Of these,98,viz., 
66 males and 32 females, were in the Kew Idiot Asylum. Idiots 
and imbeciles were in the proportion of 3°11 per 10,000 of the 
population; 3°58 such males per 10,000 males, 2°60 such females 
per 10,000 females. These proportions may be otherwise stated 
as one idiot or imbecile person in every 3,212 persons, one such male 
in every 2,796 males, one such female in every 3,844 females. 


138. Idiots and imbeciles, like lunatics, were returned in all the Idiotcy and 
Australasian Colonies except Queensland. They seem to have ype pe 
: ° "pia ° ustralasian 
borne the highest proportion to the population in Tasmania, and. Colonies: 
next in Victoria, the proportions in New Zealand and Western 
Australia, especially the latter, being very low indeed. The 
following are the proportions in each of the colonies in which the 


return was obtained :— 


Idiotcy and Imbecility in the Australasian Colonies, 1891. 


1. Tasmania had 1 idiot or imbecile person in every 3,188 persons 


2. Victoria by 3 ss 5,212 °°, 
3. South Australia "9 = 3 98155: 
4, New South Wales _,, Zs ce a 
5. New Zealand +‘ - és 2,806 <— yy 
6. Western Australia ,, 3 me T1244, 


139. Lunacy combined with idiotcy and imbecility may be Insanity. 
designated insanity. If the combination be made the sufferers in 
Victoria would number 4,125, viz., 2,291 males and 1,834 females, 
the proportions being 36:17 insane persons per 10,000 of both 
sexes, or one in 276 ; 38°29 insane males per 10,000 males, or one in 
261; 33°84 insane females per 10,000 females, or one in 296. 


140. The idiots and imbeciles being but few in number, as com- Insanity in 
pared with the lunatics, the different colonies stand in the same ne page 
order in reference to the combination of the two as they do in 
reference to the lunatics when dealt with singly, except in the 

I 80509. 
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case of South Australia and Tasmania, which change places. 
The following are the figures :— 


Insanity in the Australasian Colonies, 1891. 


1. Victoria had 1 lunatic or idiot in every 276 persons 
2. New Zealand o> & _ 325... 
3. New South Wales _,, ve ms Bao ~~ 55 
4, Tasmania 4 i 7 34b 
5. South Australia * Pe Pe O47. 
6. Western Australia ,, re er BOG - 5s 


141. The census under review was the first at which an inquiry 
was made as to the number of crippled, mutilated, or deformed 
persons in Victoria. Some particulars respecting such persons 
were voluntarily given in 1871 and 1881, but, as may be 
supposed, the numbers set down on these occasions fell very short 
of those actually existing. The following is the return obtained 
in 1891 :— 


Lameness, Mutilation, Deformity, &c. 


Nature of Affliction. Males. | Females, | Total. 

Lost an arm - - 6 12 98 
», both arms - - - 2 oe 2 
re + and one leg - 1 1 2 

» use of an arm - - 3 4 if 
Re Ff: and both feet - 1 a 1 

» a hand - - - 61 4 65 

» useofahand - - - 2 1 3 
»aleg - - - - 146 25 171 

» » and two fingers - 1 —_ 1 

», use of a leg - - - “9 2 11 
»» @ foot - - - 43 5 48 

» limbs - - - 183 37 220 

,, use of limbs - - 1 3 4 

») an eye - - - 887 256 1,148 

+ », and deaf - - 2 — 2 

a3 » deaf, andacripple - 1 — 1 

4 » andfingers - - 6 aes 6 

5 » andinjurytoleg - 2 — 2 

an » andlame_ - - 1 ~ 1 

im » and nearly blind - 1 —_ 1 

i » and rheumatic - 1 — 1 
Lame - - - - 117 83 200 
», and deaf - - - —~ 1 1 

» and nearly blind - - — 1 1 
Injured knee - - - - 3 2 5 
Bad leg - - - 1 1 2 
Cripple - - . - 61 34 95 
- and infirm - - _ 1 1 
Contracted sinews - - 1 —_ 1 
Deformed back - - 4 — 4 
3 oot > - - 5 1 6 

ne hip - = - 1 — 1 

29 leg - = * 1 a 1 

” yes" kf z 1 = 1 

» undefined - - - 14 8 92 
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Vicroria. 
Nature of Affliction. | Males. | Females. | Total. 1892. 

Born with only one arm - — 1 1 
o* » hand - - 1 1 2 
Cleft palate - - - — 1 1 
Curvature of spine - - 2 2 4 
Total = - - 1,652 487 2,139 


142. The total number of injured and deformed persons, as Proportions of 
given in the table, was in the proportion of 18°76 to every 10,000 injured and 
of the population, or one in 533; the proportion of males so sc 
afflicted was 27°61 per 10,000 males living, or one in 362 ; and the 
proportion of females so afflicted was 8:99 per 10,000 females living, 
or one in 1,113. 


143. Besides the maimed and deformed persons to whom Minor injuries. 
reference is made in the table, a number were returned who had 
received minor injuries or who were only slightly deformed. 
Amongst these, who were not considered sufficiently important to 
be tabulated, there were 115 males and 17 females who had lost 
fingers, and 12 males who had lost toes. 


144. For the first time, in pursuance of a suggestion made by Lameness, 
the Government Statist of Victoria in his Report upon the Census mutilation, &c. 
of 1881, all the Australasian Colonies except Queensland obtained aie 
returns of lameness, mutilation, and deformity in 1891. Comparing 
the numbers in the different colonies with their respective 
populations, Victoria, according to the following figures, occupied 
the lowest position but one, the highest place being occupied by 
Tasmania, and the lowest by New Zealand :— 


Lameness, Mutilation, and Deformity in Australasian 
Colonies, 1891. 


1. Tasmania had one crippled, mutilated, or deformed person in 
every 104 persons. 

2. Western Australia had one crippled, mutilated, or deformed 
person in every 178 persons. 

3. New South Wales had one crippled, mutilated, or deformed 
person in every 312 persons. 

4, South Australia had one crippled, mutilated, or deformed 
person in every 413 persons. 

5. Victoria had one crippled, mutilated, or deformed person in 
every 533 persons. 

6. New Zealand had one crippled, mutilated, or deformed 
person in every 640 persons. 


145. During 1892 there were 13 banks of issue in Victoria, Number of 
possessing therein 512 branches or agencies. There were only >anks. 
12 banks of issue in the Colony both in 1887 and 1882 


326 


VICTORIA, 
1892. 
Liabilities, 
assets, &c. of 
banks. 


Liabilities, 
assets, &c., 
compared «at 


three periods. 


68 COLONIAL REPORTS.—ANNUAL. 


146. The position of the banks as regards the liabilities and assets 
in Victoria, and the capital and profits of those banks not only | 
in Victoria but elsewhere, according to the sworn returns for the 
last quarter of the three years just named, was as follows :— | 


Financial Position of Banks, 1882, 1887, and 1892. 


a | 1882. , 1887. | 1892, 
LIABILITIES. £ £ | £ 

Notes in circulation - ° - 1,448,953 1,461,068 1,210,565 
Bills in circulation ° - 121,206 67,899 132,235 
Balances due to other banks - - 301,053 448,435 170,191 
Deposits not bearing interest = 6,826,822 9,241,018 9,672,997 
» bearing. interest - - 16,798,271 25,974,529 80,355,173 
Total - : - 25,496,305 37,192,949 41,541,161 

ASSETS. 
Coined gold, silver, and other metals - 2,860,645 6,512,573 7,805,397 
Gold and silver in bullion or bars == $41,088 326,146 373,890 
Landed and other property - . 959,301 1,888,617 | 1,962,707 
Notes and bills of other banks - - 144,650 178,933 181,786 
Balances due from other banks - - 380,475 292,994 264,935 
Debts due to the banks - - 26,562,427 38,034,062 52,631,227 
Total - - 31,248,586 46,788,325 63,169,942 

CAPITAL AND PROFITS. 

Capital stock paid up - - - 9,432,250 10,109,742 11,556,250 


se tgs perannum of last dividend | 10°221 per cent. | 12°094 per cent. | 11°149 per cent. 
eclared. 


Amount of last dividend declared - 482,050 611 871 644,250 


Amount of reserved profits after 2,913,070 5,187,750 6,131,579 
declaring dividend. | 


—_—_—_—— 


147. It will be observed that the shareholders’ capital (including 
reserves) amounted in 1892 to nearly 1732 millions, having in- 
creased by 5,343,000, or by nearly three-sevenths, since 1882. 
The total liabilities showed an increase of 16 millions, or 63 per 
cent., since 1882, or of more than 4} millions, or 12 per cent., 
since 1887; whilst the total assets increased by 32 millions, 
or 102 per cent., since 1882, and by 164 millions, or 35 per 
cent., since 1887. This expansion in banking business has been 
greater than that of the population, which, during the 10 years 
ended with 1892 increased by only 27 per cent. Of the liabilities 
the notes and bills in circulation have fallen off by 15 per cent. 
since 1882, and 12 per cent. since 1887, the former having been 
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restricted by a Government tax and other charges, which are said 
to average as much as 34 per cent. The deposits, which amounted 
to 96 per cent. of the total liabilities, have increased by nearly 
164 millions in the last 10, and by more than 4? millions in 
the last 5, years, and amounted to over 40 millions. Under 
the head of assets it will be noticed that in 1892 the banks had 
82 millions sterling in coin and bullion, which was over one 
million more than in 1891, about one million more than in 1890, 
over 1} millions more than in 1887, and about 5 millions more 
than in 1882; the landed property also represented close on 2 
millions sterling, showing an increase of over 574,000/. since 
1887, or of 1,003,000/. since 1882 ; but the most important item 
of all, the advances (debts due to the banks), which embrace 
83 per cent. of the total assets, shows a marked advance from 
period to period, for since 1882 they have increased by nearly 
26 millions, and since 1887 by more than 14} millions, and in 
1892 they amounted to over 524 millions sterling. It will be 
observed that in 1892 the advances exceeded the deposits by more 
than 12} millions, as against an excess of less than 3 millions in 
1887 or 882. The average rate of the last dividend declared 
in 1892 (11/. 3s. per 1007.) was lower than at the middle period, 
but higher than at the first period. This dividend, it may be 
remarked, varied in different banks in 1892 from 5 to 174 per 
cent. 


148. The following table shows the proportion of each item of 
the liabilities to the total liabilities, and of each item of the assets 
to the total assets, of the banks at the same periods :— 


Liabilities and Assets of Banks.—Percentage of Items. 


oe | 1882. 1887. 1892. 

LIABILITIES. Per cent. Per cent. Per cent. 
Notes in cixculation - : 4 5°68 3°98 2°91 
Bills in circulation - . - ' “48 “18 *32 
Balance due to other banks’ - : 1°18 1°20 “Al 
Deposits not bearing interest - - 26°78 24°85 23°29 
» bearing interest ae tie 65°88 69°84 73°07 
Total - - - - 100°00 10000 100°00 

ASSETS. 

Coined gold, silver, and other metals - 9°16 18°94 12°35 
Gold and silver in bullion or bars - 1°09 *69 *59 
Landed and other property - - 3°07 2°97 3°11 
‘Notes and bills of other banks - - °46 *38 *21 
Balance due from other bauks ° 1°22 “63 °42 
Debts due to the banks - - 85°00 81°39 83°32 


Total - - - - 100°00 100°00 100°00 
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149. The folllowing results are arrived at by analysing the bank 
returns at the three periods :— 


[ 81°59 per cent. of the assets in 1882 


The liabilities amounted to< 79°59 * fy 1887 
| 65-76 % 3 1892 

10°25 per cent. of the assets in 1882 

Coin and bullion formed 14°63 ae a 1887 
12°94 e is 1892 

71°10 per cent. bore interest in 1882 

Of the moneys deposited 73°76 ie a 1887 
TRBSs Oo 45 * 1892 


150. It will be observed that in 1892 the liabilities bore a very 
much lower proportion to the assets than in 1887 or 1882; that 
coin and bullion bore a decidedly larger proportion to the assets 
than in 1882, but a smaller proportion than in 1887; and that of 
the moneys deposited a somewhat larger proportion bore interest 
at the last period than in 1887 or 1882. 


151. The following is a statement of the value of the imports 
and exports in the Australasian Colonies during the year 
1892 :— 


Imports and Exports of Australasian Colonies, 1892. 


Total Value of— Excess of— 
Colony. 
Imports. Exports. Im rose al i eae 

Victoria - - - 17,169,618 14,214,546 9,048,067 e Pd 
New South Wales 20,475,848 21,920,037 — 1,444,189 
Queensland - - 4,248,441 8,578,071 _ 4,329,630 
South Australia 7,395,178 7,819,589 _— 424,361 
Western Australia - 1,391,109 882,148 508,961 _ 

Total 90,670,180. abana _ ca Rbantage > 
Tasmania - 1,497,171 1,346,965 150,206 _ 
New Zealand 6,942,016 9,536,899 eae 2,594,883 

Grand Total - deters :- 64,298,205 - ren are 


* Net figures. 
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152. A statement of the extent of land under, and produce of the viororra. 


principal crops grown in Victoria in the season 1892-3, is subjoined : 1892. 
Agriculture in Victoria, 1892-3. Agricultare. 
Wheat - - 1342,504 acres, 14,814,645 bushels. 
Oats- - ~ 177,645. 4,574,816 _,, 
Barley = = 37,533 39 774,207 9 
Potatoes - 40,594 4, 142,623 tons. 
Hay - - 512,648 ,, 740,049 
Green forage - 249,719 ,, — 
Other crops - 609,472 ,, — 
Total - 2,970,115 — 


153. The following table contains a statement of the average Wages. 


rate of wages paid in respect to engagements made in Melbourne 
in 1892. It has been compiled from statements obtained from 
the best authorities, and is believed to be fairly representative of a 
state of affairs which must always be subject to some fluctuations. 
Throughout Victoria the recognised working day for artisans and 
general labourers is eight hours :— 


Wages in Melbourne.* 


Return of the Rates of Wages paid in Melbourne during the 
Year 1892. 


Description of Labour. Rate. 


1.—DomEsTIC SERVANTS. 


| gies ig teers 2 per week, with board and lodging - 20s. to 40s. 
re ; 


Males 

Butlers - - . - 5 20s. to 40s. 
Cooks - - - per annum, ” . 401. to 751. 
Laundresses - - SP os - 401. to 527, 
Housemaids - . ” ” : 801. to 407. 

Fomales - 
‘ | Nursemaids - = as r - 301. to 401. 
General servants - Pe a - 201. to 401. 
Girls - -  - per week, 4 . 8s. to 10s. 

2.—HorTet SERVANTS. 

|Barmen - - - per week, with board and lodging - 808. to 45s. 
Waiters - - a - 25s. to 408, 
Males «<4 Boots - = ” in . 15s. to 25s. 
Ostlers -  - - A a - 20s. to 25s. 
Cooks - b.2 od ” ” - 20s. to 65s. 
(Barmaids . od ” ” os 15s. to 25s. 
Waitresses - = te ” = 15s. to 20s. 

Females - 
Housemaids - - perannum » - 801. to 407. 
Cooks = = be ” ” . 502. to 1004. 


et ee ee a ee ee ee ee 
The wages quoted for rural occupations, such as farm and station servants, shearers, &c° 
apply to instances in which the engagement is made in Melbourne. 
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Description of Labour. Rate. 
ER SY DRY SS, LNT ee ON SNe | SS LL Be Ee Shee 


3.--FARM SERVANTS. 


Ploughmen - - per week, and found - : 20s. to 258. 
Farm labourers- + is i - - - 15s. to 208. 
Milkmen for dairies « = - - - - 15s. to 20s. 
Misd Cheesemakers - = re 3 . - - 25s. to 40s. 
Reapers*- - - peracre, , - - . 10s. to 15s. 
Mowers* =. 5 ‘i * . : 4s. to 68. 
Threshers* - - per bushel, ,, a Tn eee - 5d. to 7d. 
Cooks - - - perannum, ,, - - - 507. to 607. 
Dairy milkmaids - - with board and lodging - 807. to 357. 
Females -{ Cooks - - : rf & ; - 3801. to 407. 
General servants . »” oF - 20/7. to 307, 
Married couples (generally useful) a Pa - 601. to 807. 
Hop-pickers - : - per bushel - - - - 2d. to 84d. 
Maize-pickers - - = - perbag - - - - - 4d. to 6d. 
4.—STATION SERVANTS. 
Boundary riders - per annum with rations - - 401. to 607. 
Eas - - » e - - - 367. to 527- 
Stockmen - - rs ? - - 507. to 602. 
‘iia = Cooks - - “ ” ae : - 601. to 701. 
Labourers : - per week, i - . - 15s. to 20s. 
Drovers - - - ” ” - - 25s. to 40s. 
Sheepwashers - - ” % - - - 15s. to 25s. 
\Shearers - - - per 100 sheep shorn, with rations - 15s. to 16s. 
Cocks - - - per annum, with board and lodging - 801. to 607. 
Females -{ 
’ General servants = - ” ” = 801. to 457. 
Married couples - : - i with rations = - - 701. to 900. 
5.—WORKERS IN Books, &c. 
Printers—Compositors - - per1,000, without board and lodging - 1s. 1d. 
= Machinists > - per week, is - 21. to 32. 10s. 
Lithographers - - . ”» ” . 21. to 82. 10s. 
Binders - - ° - ” ” - 21. 16s. to 41. 
Paper rulers - - - » ” =| 21, 16s. to 87. 10s 
Sewers and folders (females) - * e 15s. to 27s. 6d. 


6.—IN WATCHES, JEWELLERY, AND PRECIOUS METALS. 


21. to 47. 10s. 


Watchmakers - - - per week, without board and lodging 


Manufacturing jewellers - - » » - 21. to 41, 


* Of late years the greater part of the reaping, mowing, and threshing has been done by 
machinery. 
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Description of Labour. Rate. 


7.—IN. METALS OTHER THAN GOLD AND SILVER. 


Blacksmiths ° - - per day, without board and lodging - 9s. to 11s. 
Diesinkers - * - per week, - | 21, 108. to 42. 10s. 
Engravers - ° ° . ‘é 5 - 1b. 15s. to 37. 
Farriers—Firemen - - ns Mr -| 21, 28. to 81. 10s. 
» Floormen * ° va os - 21. to 21. 2s. 
Hammermen - . - per day, ‘5 : 78. to 8s. 
Fitters keh ae tae - -| > 88. to 12s. 
Turnerg . . . mr fs - 9s. to 11s.. 
Boilermakers and platers ° ry my . 10s. to 11s. 
Riveters . ° . ms AN . 10s. to 11s. 
Lamp makers - * = per week,. = . 21. to 3l. 108. 
Pattern makers .. * per day, _ -| 108. to 14s. 
Moulders - ° . os » . 10s. to 11s. 6d. 
Brassfinishers, coppersmiths - re - : 10s. to 12s. 
Tinsmiths - 7 - - per week,. % *| 21, 88. to 20, 14s. 
Japanners © . - iz in - 21, to Sl. 
Ironworkers -- . . . ” » . 21. to 31. 68. 
Galvanizers - - . ” ie - 21. to 81. 6s. 
Plumbers, gasfitters - . ‘ a - 21, 108. to 31. 


8.—IN CARRIAGES AND HARNESS. 
Smiths - ° . - per week, without board and lodging - 21. 108. to 32. 


Bodymakers' - °. . as = - | 11,158. to 27. 10s. 
Wheelers = . » * ie : 21. to 20, 88. 
Painters . . : - per day, - . 6s. 6d. to 108. 
Trimmers - -- - per week,. * «| 21, 6s. to 31.'10s.. 
Vicemen  - . : S ae : 11, 15s. to 21, 
Collar-makers - . . " a . 21. to 40. 
Harness-makers - : : oe s < 21, to 4. 
Saddle-makers - -. . 7. is . 21. to 41. 
Saddle-tree makers - - - RR a : 21. to 27. 15s. 
Whip-makers - - - i 7 . 21. to 20. 158. 


9.—SHIPS AND Boats. 


Sailors—Sailing vessels - + per month, and found - 31. to 41. 
»  Steamships ~- - i ie - . WI. 

Ship carpenters, shipwrights - per day, without board and ‘otic =i 18s. 

Stevedores’ men, lumpers : » = - 12s. 


10.—Iy Hovusns Awp BUILDINGS. 
Masons - ay ots - - per day, without board and lodging - 10s. to 11s. 
Plasterers. - : - » - 10s. to 11s. 
Bricklayers - . : . ” o : 9s. to 10s. 
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Description of Labour. Rate. 
Slaters Eine - - per day, without board and lodging - 10s. to 11s. 
Carpenters - - - Ps 5 - 9s. to 10s. 
Labourers ° - - * * - 6s. to 7s. 
Painters and glaziers : : ” ” . 7s. to 10s. 
11.—In FURNITURE, &c. 
Cabinetmakers cat = - per week, without board and lodging - 21. to 32. 10s. 
Carvers : - : ie 2 ; : 21. to 81. 10s. 
Turners - : - per day, m4 7s. to 10s. 
Upholsterers - - - per week, a 21. 5s. to 81, 8s. 
Polishers - - i" - is sy = 21. to 27. 10s. 
Coopers - - - - per day, ae - 9s. to 10s. 
12.—WoRKERS IN DREss. 
Tailors - - = - per hour, without board and lodging - 10d. to 1s. 
» a : - per week “A - 21. to 31. 10s. 
»  infactories - - r ne x - 21. to 81. 
Mantlemakers - - - 5 rr - 13s. to 30s. 
Milliners, first class . - Ps * - 31. to 47. 
in second class -— ° a % - 15s. to 21. 5s, 
Corsetmakers - - . 5 = - 15s. to 35s. 
Dressmakers - - - . es . 12s. to 25s. 
Needlewomen - - ° a - 12s. to 25s. 
Bootmakers - - * - riveting children’s boots, per pair, 6d. 
without board and lodging. 
” : - - machine sewing children’s and boys’ 6d. to 9d. 
er) per pair, without board and 
odging. 
» . - - - pivoting bore boots, per pair, without 74d. to 9d. 
board and lodging. nN 
» - : » riveting women’s boots, per pair, with- 8d. to 1s. 1d. 
out board and lodging. 
- - - . - machine sewing women’s boots, per 1s. 1d. 
pair, without board and lodging. 
» - “ - riveting men’s boots, per pair, without lid. to 1s. 9d. 
board and lodging. 
‘ - - - - machine sewing men’s boots, per pair, 1s. 5d. 
without board and lodging. 
- - making wellingtons to order, sewn, 18s. 6d. 
without board and lodging. 
- : - making wellingtons to order, pegged, 8s. 6d. 
without board and lodging. 
4s - - . - making elastics to order, sewn, without 10 
board and lodging. 
= : - - making elastics to order, pegged, with- Qs. 6d. 
f out board and lodging. 
a machinists - - per week, without board and lodging - 10s. to 25s. 


Hatters—Gossamer trade— 
3 Bodymakers—silk hats, 


»  Ftnishers - si 
» Shapers og 


» Crownsewers ,, 


» Trimmers ae 
Felt hat trade— 

ae Bodymakers - 

» Blockers - 

” Finishers - 


rn Shapers - 


per dozen x “ 


” » 


10s. to 22s, 
12s. to 24s. 
4s. to 12s 
3s. 6d. to 4s. 
6s. to 9s. 


31, 5s. 
31. 
31. 
32. 


J 
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Description of Labour. Rate. 
Hatters—Felt hat trade—continued. 
” Binders (female) - per week, without board and lodging - 24s. 
s Trimmers _,, . ie a - 20s. 
Clothing Factories— 
Tailoresses . - : = 2 - 20s. to 30s. 
Pressers - . . "a _ ~| 12. 15s. to 20. 15s. 
Shirtmakers -. - - * 5 - 12s. to 25s. 
Machinists - - -. s - - 15s. to 80s. 
Drapers’ assistants, carpet salesmen ie “4 - 11. 10s. to 52. 
13.—IN Foon. ; 
Bakers--Foremen - . - per week, without board and lodging - | 21. 5s. to 31. 10s. 
on Second hands’ - - 5 * -| 21. 5s. to 21. 10s. 
Butchers—Shopmen “ - 7 Pe - |. 22. 5s. to 27. 10s. 
i Slaughtermen - = A - | 20.108. to 3. 10s. 
Pe Boys « - ” » With board - -| 12. to 12. 12s. 6d. 
= Small-goods men . a Ps ~ | 12. 10s. to 27. 10s. 


Maltsters - 


Brushmakers - 


Curriers - 


-Tanners . 


Beamsmen - 
Shedsmen -. 


Fellmongers - 


Portmanteau—trunk makers 


Basket-makers 
Broom-makers. - 
Cigar-makers: 
Cigarette-makers : 
Tobacco-workers 
Cork-cutters - 


Brickmakers - 


14—lIn ANIMAL MATTrERs. 
- per week, without board and lodging 


16.—In STONE, Chay, &c. 
- per 1,000, without board and lodging 


Brickmakers’ labourers .- 


Glassblowers 
Navvies ° 
Potters . 
Quarrymen “ 
Labourers - 
Stonebreakers - 
Asphalters - 


15.—IN. VEGETABLE MATTERS. 


per week, without board and lodging - 


per day, 

per week, 

per day, 

per hour, 

per day, 

per cubic yard, 
per day, 


21, 28.-to 20. 158. 


11. 15s. to 31. 5s. 
21. 10s. to 32. 10s. 
36s. to 40s. 
38s. to 45s. 
388s. to 50s. 

12. 10s. to 21. 5s. 
21, 5s. to 31. 


21. to 32. 
21. to 30. 
21. to 4t. 
27. 10s. to 32. 10s. 
21. to 37. 10s. 
21. to 32. 


14s, to 15s. 
6s. to 7s. 
20. Bs. to 31. 15s. . 
6s. 6d. to 8s. 


. 104d. to 1s. 3d. 


7s. to 11s. 
6s. to 7s. 6d. 

2s. to 4s. 

8s. to 9s. 
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Victoria, 
1892, Description of Labour. Rate. 
—— peas os Sa ee a ee BOE ae Se es See Pe et ee 
Yy.—In MINES. 
General managers - - per week, without board and lodging - 31. to 107. 
Legal ” a ee : ” ; - 10s. to 62, 
Mining 6 : - a ro - 21. 10s. to 91. 
Engineers’ - - ° Pe ee - 21. 10s. to 52. 
Sngine-drivers - ° ° a “ -| 21, 5s. to 37. 10s. 
Pitmen . . ° . : Zs -| 21, 28. to 41. 10s. 
Blacksmiths - : . rm A - 21. 5s. fo 41. 
Oarpenters - . ° - m * - 21. 5s. to 32 
Foremen of shift - - eo a - 21. 5s. to 31. 6s. 
Miners ° - . . ‘a in . 21. to 27. 10s 
Surfacemen (labourers) - . m . =| 112. 10s. to 27. 10s. 
Boys - ° - : . = ik - | 19s8.6d. to 11. 10s. 
Chinese - - ” - - 11. to 20. 
Prices, 154. Prices in Melbourne were quoted as follows for the same 


year. In country districts the cost of groceries, tobacco, imported 
wines, coal, &c. is naturally somewhat higher, and that of 
agricultural and grazing produce, firewood, &, naturally somewhat 
lower, than in Melbourne :— 


Average Prices in Melbourne, 1892. 


Articles. Year, 1892. 


AGRICULTURAL PropucE. 


Wheat - - - per bushel 88. 2d. to 4s. 5d. 
Barley— 

Malting - - - a 3s. to 4s. 2d. 

Cape - - - - = 2s. 1d. to 3s. 104d. 
Oats - - - - 3 1s. 8d to 2s. 10d. 
Maize . - - - 2 28. 6d. to 4s. 
Bran - - - - haa 8d. to 113d. 
Hay . - - - per ton 3l. to 41. 10s. 
Flour, first quality - - - 81. to 121. 
Bread - - - - per 4 lb. loaf 5d. to 6d. 

Grazinc PRODUCE, 

Horses— 

Draught - - - each 101. to 401, 

Saddle and Harness - - ys 81. to 25/. 
Cattle— 

Fat - - - Pe 61. to 111. 10s. 

Mileh cows - - - 3 31, 10s. to 15/. 
Sheep, fat - - - se 8s. to 17s. 6d. 
Lambs, fat - . - 5 5s. to 12s. 
Butchers’ meat— 

Beef, retail - - per Ib. 2d. to 8d. 

Mutton ,, - - - a 2d. to 5d. 

Veal ,, - - - és 2id. to 8d. 

PORE 335.45 - “ * 6d. to 8d. 


Lamb , - - - per quarter 2s, to 3s 6d. 
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Articles. 


Year, 1892. 


Darry Propuce. 


Butter, retail - - - per lb. 
Cheese ,, - - - ” 
Milk - - - - per quart 


Farm-YaRD PRODUCE. 


Geese =< - - - per couple 
Ducks - - - s 
Fowls - . - ap 
Rabbits - - « ‘s 
Pigeons ~ - - - ” 
Turkeys’ - = - each 
Sucking pigs - - - Pn 
Bacon - - - per lb. 
Ham - - - - - 2 
Eggs - ~ - - per doz. 
GARDEN PRODUCE. 

Potatoes— 

Wholesale - - - - per ton 

Retail - ~ - per ewt. 
Onions, dried - - i 

ee _J per dozen 

Carrots i bunches. } 
Turnips - - - - ” 
Radishes  - - - rr 
Cabbages- - = © = = per doz. 
Yauliflowers - - - 3 
Lettuces - - - y 
Green peas - 2 - = = perlb. 


MIscELLANEOUS ARTICLES. 


Tea (Duty paid) - - - per lb. 
Coffee gees - - id 
Sugar » ° - - per ton 
Rice n> - - - rm 
Tobacco (in bond) :-— 

_ Imported mftd. - - per Ib. 
Colonial ,, - - “ 
Soap, colonial - - = - ——perton 
Candles, sperm - - - per lb. 
Salt - - - per ton 

Coals - - - - - 5 
Firewood . - - > 
Wines, Srreits &c. 
Ale (duty paid) - - per hhd. 
“e n= - - gts. per doz. 
Stout i - ~ - per hhd. 
Pe mA - - - qts. per doz. 
Brandy, in bulk (in bond) - per gall. 
Rum ry) ” 5 » 
Whisky 2 ” 4 LS 
Port wine (in bond) - - per pipe 
Sherry (in bond) - - per butt 
Claret, &c. (in bond) - per doz. 


Champagne (in bond) - 


” 


8d. to 2s. 
4d. to ls. 
8d. to 5d. 


4s. to 10s. 
4s. to 7s. 
4s. to 6s. 
6d. to 1s. 
1s. to 28. 
5s. to 15s. 
5s. to 12s. 
8d. to ls. 
10d. to ls. © 
8d. to 2s. 6d. 


21. to 41. 5s. 
Qs. 6d. to 4s. 6d. 
4s. to 68. 6d. 


6d. to ls. 


6d. to 1s. 3d. 
4d. to ls. 
9d. to 4s. 
ls. to 5s. 
6d. to Is. 
1d. to 5d. ~ 


52d. to 2s. 
8d. to ls. 5d. 
141. to 251. 10s. 
15l. to 227. 10s. 


1s. to 2s. 3d. 
2s. 3d. to 5s. 
102. to 281. 
5d. to 83d. 
81, 10s. to 51. 15s. 
18s. to 22s. 
9s. 6d. to 12s. 


51. 10s. to 8l. 
9s. 6d. to 12s. 
51. to 71. 108. 
9s. 6d. to 12s. 
5s. to 20s. 
2s. to 6s. 6d. 
8s. to 15s. 
221. to 1201. 
251. to 1401. 
16s. to 90s. 
33s. to 102s. 


tr 
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155. For complete information on many points which have been 
merely touched upon, and on others which are not ‘even mentioned 
in this digest, the reader is referred to the “ Victorian Year 
Book,* 1893.” 


i ge TS 


* This is an official publication by the Government Statist, published annually, 
and may be obtained from the Government printer, Meibourne, or the Agent 
General of Victoria, 8, Victoria Chambers, Westminster; or Kegan Paul, Trench, 
Triibner & Co., 1, Paternoster Square, London, E.C. 
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No. 115. 
|  AULULAND. 


ANNUAL REPORT FOR 1893. 


(For Report for 1892, see Colonial Report [Annual] No. 91.) 


Presented to both Wouses of Parliament by Command of Her Majesty 
August 1894. 


LONDON: 


PRINTED FOR HER MAJESTY’S STATIONERY OFFICE, 
BY EYRE AND SPOTTISWOODE, 
PRINTERS TO THE QUEEN’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY. 


And to be purchased, either directly or through any Bookseller, from 
EYRE anp SPOTTISWOODE, Bast HARgpineG STREET, FLEET STREET, E.C., and 
32, ABINGDON STREET, WESTMINSTER, S.W.; or 
JOHN MENZIES & Co., 12, HANOVER STREET, EDINBURGH, and 
90, WEST NILE STREET, GLASGOW; or 
HODGES, FIGGIS, & Co., Lim1TED, 104, GRAFTON STREET, DUBLIN. 


~ 1894, 


[| C.—7319.-13. ] 


337 


338 


COLONIAL REPORTS. 


‘The following, among other reports relating to Her Majesty's 
Colonial Possessions, have been issued, and may be obtained for a few 
sence from the sources indicated on the title page :— 


105 Bermuda - 
106 Gambia * 
107 | Hong Kong 
108 St. Vincent - 
109 | Gibraltar - 
110 Bahamas - - 
1ll Turks and Caicos Islands 
112 Leeward Islands - 
113 Barbados - ° 
114 Malta ° - 


ee 


ANNUAL. 
Se Te Res LE COC OR Sn Soe 

No. Colony. Year. 

CPOE oie SE EY SO SR ES Ie 

79 | Malta - . - . . -| 1892 

80 Gambia . . . ze = ri 

81 Strait Settlements - ° ° é ‘ 5 

82 | Grenada - . B “ Fe F * 

83 | Barbados - ° - a = - * 

84 | St. Vincent - . a ° 4 M ss 

85 | Hong Kong- - - - ° . eZ 

86 | St. Lucia - - . a 5 2 

87 | Falkland Islands - - - . - 

88 | Gold Coast - ~ . = ° . : 

89 | Basutoland - - - - - « | 1892-93 

90 | Ceylon « - : - : -| 1892 

91 Zululand - - . A a p ‘ 

92 | Mauritius - - - - . . i 

93 Labuan - - “ i 2 a 

94 British Honduras - - ° ‘ % 

95 | Lagos - - ” . cS i 

96 | Sierra Leone | - - - 5 - 

97 Fiji = - « x _ 3: 

98 | Rodrigues - : = . " - 

99 St. Helena - . - m 4 a 
100 | British Bechuanaland - . - | 1892-93 
101 British Guiuna - ~ - ‘ ¥ 
102 | Newfoundland - -| 1892 
103 | Jamaica - - - | 1892-93 
104 | Victoria - -| 1892 

- 1893 


MISCELLANEOUS. 
st SN el 
No. Colony. Subject. 
1 | Gold Coast ° - | Economic Agriculture. 
@ | Zululand - - - | Forests. 
3 | Sierra Leone - - | Geology and Botany. 


RY 
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No. 115. 
ZULULAND. 


[For Report for 1892 see Colonial Report (Annual) No. 91.) 


Sir W. F. Heity-Hurcuinson to the MARQUESS OF RIpPon. 


Government House, Pietermaritzburg, 
My Lorp, Natal, July 6, 1894. 

I nave the honour to transmit, in compliance with Colonial 
Regulations 268-271, the annual Blue Book for he year 1893, in 
duplicate, together with a copy of the report hereon by the 
Resident Commissioner. 

The Population Return appears to me to be open to criticism. 
I am in communication with the Resident Commissioner on the 
subject. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) Water Hery-Hutcuinson, 
Governor. 


Report on the Buz Boox for the year 1893, by the RusipENT 
COMMISSIONER. 


Revenue and Expenditure. 
The total revenue of the Territory for the year 1893 amounted 
to 43,6661. 13s. 11d. being 1,234/. 6s. 5d. in excess of that for 
the previous year, which was 42,4321. 7s. 6d. This excess is 


chiefly due to an increase in the Hut Tax, owing to the natural . 


growth of population. The Revenue exceeded the estimate by 
2,3141, 13s. 1ld, notably under the heads “ Duties, Taxes, 
Licenses,” “ Fees of Court or Office, ” and Post and 
Telegraph.” 

The expenditure amounted to 38,854. 16s 10d., as compared with 
33,9501. 12s. 10d. in 1892. The increase of 4,9010. 4s. 04,, which 
is thus shown, is accounted for by :— 

(1.) The re-establishment of the Ubombo Magistracy. 

(2.) The increase of salaries 


(3.) The improvement of roads. 
(4.) The purchase of arms which were obtained from the 


Natal Government in 1884. 
I 83050. Wt. 21999. 
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(5.) The purchase of furniture for the Residency at Eshowe., 

(6.) The survey of the boundary between Zululand and the 
South African Republic, The expenditure on this 
work amounted during the year to 1,164/. lls. 3d. 
According to an agreement with the Government of 
the South African Republic, half the cost of this survey 
will be repaid to the Zululand Government, on its 
completion in 1894, 


The expenditure during the year was 2,478. Os. 5d. less than 
the estimate. 


Assets and Liabilities. 


The total assets on the 3lst December 1893 exceeded the 
liabilities of the Territory on that date by 37,6682 16s. 11d. 

A sum of 19,500/. is invested by the Crown Agents in Colonial 
and other securities. The interest on these surplus funds 
amounted to 6271. 4s. Od. 


Public Debt. 
There is no public debt. 


Military Expenditure. 


A sum of 9,6182, 16s. Od., being 1,262/: 4s. Od. under the 
estimate, was expended on the maintenance of the Zululand 
Native Police, as compared with 10,0101. 6s. Od. during the 
previous year. This force is composed of :-— 


A Commandant, 
5 Sub-Inspectors, 
250 native non-commissioned officers and men. 


} Europeans. 


456/. 11s. 11d. was spent on the erection of barracks at Eshowe, 
the headquarters of the Zululand Police. . 
The cost of the Imperial troops quartered at Eshowe will appear 


in the Blue Book of Natal, with which Colony Zululand forms 


one military command. The strength of the garrison during the 
year was :—150 officers, non-commissioned officers, and men. 


Public Works. 


A, Roads.—Repairs to the main roads of the territory were 
effected at a cost of 2,080/. 19s. 1d., being 802, 19s. 1d. in excess 
of the original estimates, which would not have been exceeded but 
for the exceptionally heavy rainfall, which caused considerable 
damage to the roads all over Zululand. Further progress was 
made on the new road from Eshowe to Tugela, upon which 
4081. 4s. 10d. was expended, bringing the total expenditure on 
this work up to 2,102/. 6s, 2¢,, on the 31st December 1893. 
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B. Buildings.——The construction of the Police Barracks at Zoxruxanp. 


Eshowe was proceeded with, but this work has not yet been 
completed, the amount of 500/. provided on the estimates having 
been found to be inadequate. 

Further additions were made to the Gaol, Gaoler’s quarters, 
Court House, and Residency at Eshowe. 

Government Magazines were built at Melmoth and Eshowe, at 
a cost of 120/. 5s. 1d., and 1401. 17s: 6d. each. Ammunition can 
be purchased by the public at each of these magazines. A Court- 
room and Lock-up was erected at Umbombo for 2911. 14s. 5d. 

The expenditure on maintenance of buildings amounted to 
3971. 18s. Od.—2/. 2s. Od. within the estimate. 


Legislation. 


A Proclamation providing for the compulsory attendance of 
witnesses resident in Zululand before the law courts of the South 
African Republic is the only legislative enactment of noticeable 
importance which was promulgated during the year. 


Civil Establishment. 


Sir Marshal Clarke was appointed as Resident Commissioner 
and Chief Magistrate on the retirement of Sir Melmoth Osborn 
on the 31st July. Sir Charles Mitchell relinquished office on the 
13th July, and Mr. Haden adininistered the Government from 
that date to the 28th of September, when the Honourable Sir 
Walter Hely-Hutchinson assumed the office of Governor. 

The Magistracy at Ubombo was re-established in October, and 
a magistrate appointed with the necessary staff. 

A local Auditor was appointed on the 1st of July and assumed 
duty on the 29th of that month. 


Pensions and Stipends. 


Sir Melmoth Osborn retired from the Office of Resident 
Commissioner and Chief Magistrate on the 31st July, on a pension 
at the rate of 7782 per annum, of which 744], 13s. 4d. is 
contributed from Zululand, and 33/. 6s. 8d. from Imperial funds. 
The sum actually expended on pensions during the year was 
248/. 4s. 9d. 

The amount paid as stipends to Chiefs remained the same in 
1893 as it was in 1892, viz. :—600l. 


Population. 


The White population amounted to 857 as compared with 700 
in the previous year. 

The native population, which is caiculated on the number of 
huts upon which tax was paid during the year—each hut being 
estimated to contain 33 souls—amounted approximately to 

I 83050 


1893, 
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Aueutanr. 163,447. Compared with 1892, the native population for 1893 
; stands as follows :— 


PREIS aa nian RIES visu ne 


Males. | Females. | Total. Year. 
LC, 2 ik EE ee ne ee ee ed, Exel Rene Ta 

70,053 93,394 163,447 1893 

69,489 84,932 154,421 1892 
Increase 564 8,462 | 9,026 1893 


Ee fo! Onn e  e ee  e nen cancems aes 1 a 


The calculation of the population upon the amount of Hut Tax 
collected is es.entially misleading. The total population of the 
territory is estimated at 13°144 to the square mile. Generally 
speaking, the country is thinly populated, and in the low lying 
districts along the sea coast, north of the Umhlatusi river, there 
are extensive tracts of land rendered uninhabitable by malarial 


fever. 


Education. 


The total number of native schools at work during the year was 
33, the expenditure on which amounted roughly to 1,131. There 
were 665 scholars in average attendance at these schools, which 
are entirely supported and carried on by Missionary societies, of 
which there are five. 

An annual Government contribution is about to be made in aid 
of native education, and a scheme for the distribution of the grant 


is under consideration. 


Agriculture. 


A good harvest was obtained in all parts of the Territory, the 
season having been an exceptionally good one. The total yield 
of crops was above the average. The natural pasturage of Zulu- 
land is excellent for cattle, and, in many localities, for sheep and 
horses. 

The natives suffered considerable losses of stock from a disease 
known as “ Nakana,” which generally made its appearance in 
the districts unhealthy for man. An exhaustive inquiry was insti- 
tuted as to the cause of this peculiar disease. It is to be gathered 
from the result of the investigation made that “ Nakana” prevails 
only in the localities occupied by the large species of game, and is 
associated with the presence of game by the natives. 

Measures have consequently been taken with the object of 
confining the larger species of game to the most unhealthy and 
uninhabited parts of the country, where they will not come into 
contact with cattle and other stock. 

The mortality amongst cattle from lung-sickness was heavy in 
the Intonjaneni District, whilst the other districts were compara- 


eee 
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tively free from this disease. Owing probably to the heavy 
rainfall, horse sickness was unusually severe, especially in the 
Inkandhla district. 

The Natives continue to cultivate only to the extent of their 
own requirements, the crops grown at each kraal being no more 
than is sufficient for the food of its inmates. In the Inkandhla, 
Eskowe, aud Nqutu Districts, however, ploughs are now being 
bought, and in the latter district, which is chiefly inhabited by 
Basutus, grain is being extensively cultivated for sale, the plough 
being used at almost every kraal. 


Manufactures and Mines. 


(a.) Ngutu District.—The interest in the Nondweni gold fields 
revived considerably during the year. A large tract of land, in 
extent 12 by 3 miles, was marked off in areas which are being 
developed by syndicates ur individual prospectors. 

A 10-stamp battery was opened in November on the property 
of the Enterprise Syndicate, and the result of 19 days crushing 
for the month of December, from 116 tons of quartz, was 134 oz. 
10 dwts. of gold, equal to an average of 1 oz. 3 dwts. 
4} grains tothe ton, which compares favourably with the crushing 
of the principal properties in Johannesburg. The reef on the 
“ Enterprise ” is 6 feet wide, and is pronounced to be permanent, 
being well defined and cased in solid formation. It has as yet 
given no signs of “ pinching out.” A shaft of 90 feet has been sunk 
on the reef, and a drive of 76 feet along the reef. To work the 
property, further development is required, which seems to be 
beyond the power of the present owners, through want of capital. 
It is generally considered that the property will not pay until a 
company with a capital of fifty or sixty thousand pounds has been 
floated on it. Areas have been pegged off on what is called the 
‘Enterprise Extension,” for about eight miles, in the hope of 
catching the “Enterprise” reef. It is difficult to say whether the 
prospeetors are working in the right direction ; there isa difference 
of opinion on this point. Should any of the prospectors catch the 

reef, it is believed that the success of the fields will be ensured. 
Two large reefs on the “ Sisters ” and “ Bulls’ Luck ” properties, 
said to be payable, have been struck. Twelve syndicates, 
composed of people from Natal, the Free State, Zululand, and 
the South African Republic, have their representatives and 
prospectors on the fields, and are either the owners or have taken 
over properties on agreement with the original prospectors for 
development. ‘Two hundred and seventy prospecting licenses and 
renewal of licenses were issued, and 157 areas were registered 
during the year. 


(b.) Lower Umfolosi District—From indications to be found 
for a considerable distance along the sea shore in the Umbonambi 
location, it would appear that coal exists in large quantities from 

‘the Mpungunyoni almost to the mouth of the Umblatusi River. 


ZULULAND. 
1898. 
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The formation is the same throughout, and the outcrops at the 
foot of the hills along the sea shore are identified with those found 
at the Mpungunyoni, where excellent coal has been found. 


(c.) Hlabisa District—Extensive seams of coal were discovered 
near St. Lucia Bay in this district towards the end of 1892. A 
Syndicate has applied for a mining lease of 4,000 acres of land, 
which has been surveyed, with the intention of working these seams. 
Samples of the coal have been treated with satisfactory results. 
The question of granting a concession for the construction of a 
line of railway from Tugela on the Natal border to the St. I.ucia 
coal fields is under the consideration of Government. 


Grants of Land. 


A number of erven, or one-acre lots, were sold in the township 
of Eshowe. After the repayment to general revenue of the initial 
expenditure on the formation of this township, the proceeds o the 
sales will be invested for the benefit and improvement of the 
town, 


Criminal Statistics. 


As compared with 1892, a considerable increase is shown in the 
number of offences committed and the total convictions during 
1893, of which common offences form a very large proportion. 
This increase is due, in a great measure, to excessive beer-drinking 
in the Nqutu District, where drunkenness is becoming a serious 
evil among the Basutus. 

The increase of crime in other districts has not been abnormal. 

The number of cases which came before the Chief Magistrate 
for confirmation from the Magistrates’ courts was 101, as compared 
with 113 in the previous year. The principal of these cases 
were :— 


Cattle stealing - ° a ee we - 20 
Common offences - - - - 19 
Assaults - - - - - - 18 
Thefts ~ - - - a - 15 
Culpable homicide - - - - - 8 
Adultery - - - - - = 


The number of convictions for murder before the High Court 
was exceptionally large, being equal to the aggregate for the three 
previous years. Sentence of death was passed on 12 prisoners 
convicted of this crime. Five of these sentences were commuted 
by the Governor to imprisonment for life, and seven were duly 
carried out. 


Meteorological Observations. 


Eshowe and Inkandhla are the only stations at which meteoro- 
logical observations were taken. Each of the Magistrates is now 
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being provided with the necessary instructions and instruments for ser ro i 


the purpose of keeping a complete record of the climatic conditions 
‘of the Territory. 

The total rainfall at Eshowe is shown to have been 77°66, and 
at Inkandhla 44°42 inches, Copious rains fell all over Zululand 
towards the close of the year, and the rainfall was considerably 
over the average. 


Concluding Remarks. 


The year cannot be said to have been a healthy one. The 
natives suffered from fever in every district during the summer 
months. Many cases resulted fatally. It broke out with excep- 
tional severity in the Ndwandwe District, where no less than 
300 deaths were reported in the months of March and April, and 
in the Nqutu District, where 52 deaths occurred in the early part 
of the year. Influenza prevailed principally in the Nkandhla 
District, where a number cf cases terminated fatally. There were 
~ also three outbreaks of small-pox in the same district, from which 
five deaths are recorded. The Nqutu District was visited by the 
same epidemic at the end of the year—six deaths being reported 
from it. In each case it was found that the small-pox was intro- 
duced by native labourers who had returned to their homes from 
the Johannesburg mines in the South African Republic, where 
the disease has existed for some time. Extensive vaccination was 
carried on in the districts afflicted The native Chiefs readily 
supported the Government in enforcing, the quarantine regulations, 
and the occupants of infected kraals cheerfully submitted to the 
restrictions placed upon them. 

Good order prevailed throughout Zululand during the year, and 
the Chiefs and people continued to show a ready obedience to the 
Government. : 


Eshowe, Zululand, (Signed) MarsHat CLARKE, 
May 20, 1894. Resident Commissioner, 
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No. 139. 


BAHAMAS. 


ANNUAL REPORT FOR 1894. 


(For Report for 1893, see Colonial Report [Annual] No. 110.) 


Presented to both Wouses of Parliament by Command of Her fAajesty. 
15 August 1895. 


epee 


LONDON: 
PRINTED FUK HER MAJ&STY’S STATIONERY OFFICE, 
BY EYRE AND SPOTTISWOODE, 
PRINTERS TO THE QUEEN’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY. 


And to be purchased, either directly or through any Bookseller, from 
EYRE axp SPOTTISWOODE. East Harpine STREET, FLEET STREET, E.C., and 
32, ABINGDON STREET, WESTMINSTER, 8.W.; or 
JOHN MENZIES & Co., 12, HANOVER STREET, EDINBURGH, and 
90, WEsT NILE STREET, GLASGOW 3 or 
HODGES, FIGGIS, & Co., LIMITED, 104, GRAFTON STREET, DUBLIN, 
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The following, among other, Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial 
Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained for a few pence from 
the sources indicated on the title page :— 


ANNUAL. 
No. Colony. | Year. 
106 Gambia - : - a -| 1893 
107 Hong Kong - - . a a - 
108 St. Vincent -. - a Sere ie 3 
109 Gibraltat - - « < . : " 
110 Bahamas - Bho am . - m 
ill Turks and Caicos Islands - - . - a 
112 Leeward Islands - - - - : a 
113 Barbados °- -. - s x = s 
114 Malta == - = - - 2 s - 
115 Zululand - - = " : % 2 
116 British Honduras - -° - « - in 
117 Trinidad and Tobago “ - “ _ 2 
118 Falkland Islands - - - . P ~ 
119 Rodrigues - - - - - 3 i 
120 Mauritius - - ° > - ~ e 
121 Straits Settlements - . - " “. 
122 Labuan - «+: - P : a 3, » 
123 Basutoland - e = . - | 1893-94 
4324 St. Lucia - - - - . - | 1893 
125 St. Helena - - - ms : - ss 
126 Ceylon = - - - ‘ r = 
127 Fiji - - 2 a a * = 
128 Grenada -- . - - F P 5 
129 Sierra Leone - = - 6 . 2 
130 British Bechuanaland - - « - | 1893-94 
131 British New Guinea - - - - | 1892-3& 
1893-94 
132 Lagos - - - - - - | 1893 
133 British Guiana - - : . - | 1893-94 
134 Jamaica - - - - z - ice 
135 Newfoundland eer - - 5 - | 1893 
136 Gold Coast - - - - * " 
137 Zululand - - - - foe ee | ee 
138 Bermuda - - - - ° =a af 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
Bm ieee beeen ew) ATA SN EY ES SNE tee ee = 
No. Colony. Subject. 
1 | Gold Coast - - | Economic Agriculture. 
2 | Zululand - ~ - | Forests. 
3 {| Sierra Leone - - | Geology and Botany. 
4 | Canada - - - | Emigration. 
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N Oo. 139. BaHAMAS, 
1894. 
BAHAMAS, apt 


(For Report for 1893, see Colonial Report [Annual] No. 110.) 


-~ 


Acting-Governor MELVILLE to the Marquess or Ripon. 


Government House, Nassau, 
My Lorn, May 27, 1895. | 
I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship the Blue 
Book of this Colony for the year 1894, together with the report 
thereon by Mr. Burnside, the Acting Colonial Secretary. 
I have, &c. 
Gro. MELVILLE, 
Administrator. 


Report on the Box Boox for the year 1894. 


The Blue Book of the Colony is made up for the year ending 
the 3lst of December, while the financial year ends on the 31st of 
March. 

Jt would be more desirable if there were no such difference, 
and it is therefore proposed to compile the next Blue Book to the 
31st March, 1896. 


Taxes, Duties, and other Sources of Revenue. 


The only changes since last year to be recorded under this 
head are the placing on the free list of mills and parts of mills, 
stills, and boilers, and, under certain conditions, articles imported 
for the purpose of being used in furnishing and fitting up a hotel 
within these islands. : 


I 87600. Wt. 20348. 
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Revenue and Expenditure. 


The revenue for 1894 fell short of the estimate by over 10,0002 


Compared with 1893 the return shows an increase of 2,872/., 
but, when the sum of 10,032/., realized on debentures issued 
during the year is taken from the receipts, it will be seen that 
there has been a decrease of 7,180/. From this amount, however, 
there should be deducted the sum of 1,538/., being assets of the 
late Public Bank, which in 1893 were transferred to the credit of 
the General Revenue, hence the actual decrease in the revenue 
proper might he put at 5,642/, 


The principal items of revenue which show a marked decrease 
are :— 


Decrease. Cause. 


(1,) Customs, 4,4172. - - | General falling off in imports, more es- 
pecially in bread stuffs, owing to 
exceptionally large home crops; the 
imports of the two previous years being 
more than normal in consequence of 
a severe drought; also to the steady 
decline in the prime cost of almost 
all articles of consumption on which an 
ad valorem duty is paid. 


(2.) Liquor Licenses, 615/.  - - | These licenses are sold at public auction. 
Such a decrease in the amount realized 
in 1894 would point to a combination 
among the purchasers. 


8.) Post Office Revenue, 6172. - | In 1893 large sales of land were effected 
and stamp duties paid to the amount 
of 600/. odd, postage stamps being 
used, as there is no Inland Revenue 
Stamp. 


The Expenditure was 47,6451. 4s. 5d. and as compared with 
that of 1893 is 265/, 13s. 8d. less. 


The only extraordinary expenditure to be noted is 1,294. 6s. 3d. 
for Hurricane Relief, the remaining being the fixed and ordinary 
miscellaneous expenditure. 


Assets and Liabilities. 


Excluding the loans on account of the late Public Bank and 
the cable the liabilities at the close of the year amounted to 
59,0801. 4s. 3d., and the assets to 12,1731. 2s. 4d. 
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Public Debt. 


_ The year ended with a debt of 119,626/. At the close of 1893 
it had been reduced to 110,2262 Os. 2d. but, during 1894 a 
further loan of 10,0002 was raised. ‘The sum of 5001. was paid 
off on account of the loan of 1885. 


Local Boards. 
In New Providence there are seven, viz. :— 


_(l.) The Board of Public Works, consisting of five members 
who are appointed by the Governor, three from either of the 
Executive or Legislative Councils, and two from the House of 
Assembly. The Colonial Secretary is usually chairman. The 
Board is vested with the supervision and control of all public 
works in the Island, and with the expenditure of all moneys 
which may from time to time be granted for any public work the 
control or expenditure of which may not be otherwise provided 
for by law. It has also the control of the Royal Victoria Hotel. 

The receipts for the years amounted to 4,494/. 15s. 10d. and the 
expenditure to 4,3781. 6s. 3d. 


(2.) The Commissioners of the New Providence Asylum, 
consisting of three persons who are appointed annually by the 
Governor, have the general management of the Institution and act 
as a central board for the administration of all matters relating to 
the support of the aged and infirm poor on the several out-islands 
and districts of the Government. 

The receipts for the year amounted to 3,1711. 6s. 2d. and the 
expenditure to 3,2331. 9s. Od. 


(3.) The Board of Education, consisting of twelve members, 
exclusive of the Governor, who is President. The members are 
annually appointed by the Governor, only eight of whom can be 
members of the Legislature. This Board is vested with the general 
management and direction of Public Education throughout the 
Colony. 

Its receipts for the year amounted to 3,7751. and its expenditure 
to 4,3771. 18s. 1ld. The excess of expenditure was provided for 
by a balance from the previous year. 


(4.) The visiting committee of the Nassau Prison, consisting 
of three members appointed annually by the Governor, the 
stipendiary and circuit magistrate for the time being acting in 
New Providence being chairman, has the management of the 
prisons throughout the Colony. There is no local Act governing 
this department. The receipts amounted to 1,463/. and the 
expenditure to 1,4211. 5s. 7d. 


(5.) The Commissioners of Pilotage, consisting of seven members 
appointed annually by the Governor, have the control of pilots, 
harbour-master, and of all masters of vessels or seamen and 


BauvAmaAs. 
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other persons employed or making use of the several harbours and 
anchorages in and about the Island of New Providence. The 
receipts amounted to 5631. 4s. 11d. and the expenditure to 
5471. 6s. 10d., the receipts and expenditure being principally 
on account of dredging operations. 


(6.) The Board of Health appointed by the Governor and 
composed of the Medical Inspector and the Inspector of Police 
as ex officio and three other members. 

This Board advises the Government. in all matters concerning 
the health of the Colony. 


(7.) Trustees of the “ Nassau Public Library, Reading Room, 
and Museum, ” consisting of seven persons, four of whom are 
appointed by the Governor and three elected by the ‘subscribers. 
They are vested with the general management of the Institution. 
The receipts amounted to 2571.5s. 1d, and the expenditure to 
1691. 11s. 1d. 


Other Boards.—Besides the Boards in New Providence 
there are 24 local boards of works on the out-islands of the 
Colony, which have almost similar powers as the Board of Works 
in New Providence and are appointed by the Governor. The 
have sums annually granted to them for the up-keep of public 
works in their respective districts. 

For the year under review, grants in sums ranging from 
10/, 10s. to 2627. amounted in the aggregate to 1,540/. 15s. 6d. 

On these Islands there are also local boards of health and 
pilotage, and at Harbour Island, Inagua, and Green Turtle 
Cay, Abaco, where there are libraries, there are also trustees of 
such libraries, the law under which they exist defining who 
they shall be. 


Public Works. 


The grants for public works were for the up-keep of roads, 
drains, abutments, light stations, and public buildings. There. 1s 
nothing extraordinary 1o deal with. The Legislature’s grants 
for the year amounted to 4,4201. 


Legislation. 


The 13 Acts passed by the Legislature during the: year are 
mainly in amendment of existing Acts. There are none requiring 
special mention. Oi 


Political Franchise. 


There have been no changes under this head. The qualifica- 
tions of a member of the House of Assembly are, having 


attained 2] years of age, a residence of 12 calendar months, 


and the possession of personal or real estate of the value of not 
‘ess than 200/. The Colonial Secretary, Attorney-General, 
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and Receiver-General and Treasurer qualify in respect of their 
offices. 


The qualifications of an elector as to age and residence are 
similar to those of the representative, and he has also to be the 
owner of land to the value of 52. or, in New Providence, to be a 
housekeeper occupying a house, the annual rental of which is not 
less than 27. 8s., and on the out-islands not less than 11, 4s., for six 
months. 


Councile and Assemblies. 


Executive Council.—There is no particular time fixed for the 
sitting of this Council; the Governor calls a meeting whenever he 
deems it necessary. 


There were no changes in the Members. 


The Colonial Secretary, Attorney-General, and Receiver- 
General and Treasurer are ez officio members and there are five 
‘unofficial members. 


‘Legislative Council.—There are at present seven members. 
‘There were three vacancies during the year, owing to the deaths 
of Mr. A. C. Lowe and Mr. Robert Butler and to the transfer of 
Mr. F. C. Halkett, Provost-Marshal and Commandant, to another 
Colony. Two of the vacancies have been filled by the appoint- 
ments of Mr. C. A Fraser, Provost Marshal and Commandant, 
and Mr. H. A. Brook, Registrar of Records. 


House of Assemlly.—There are 29 members returned for 14 
districts, of which New Providence sends 8, Abaco 3, Andros 
Island 2, Exuma 2, Harbour Island 3, Eleuthera 3, Grand 
Bahama i, Jnagua 1, Long Island 2, Rum Cay and Watlings 1, 
San Salvador 2, Crooked Island 1. ‘Ihe duration of the Assembly 
is limited to seven years. The last general election took place in 
1889. ‘The session in 1894 lasted from the 6th February to 
the 2nd April. 


Crvit. EstTaBLISHMENT. 


Appointments, Promotions, §c. 


Governor His Excellency Sir Ambrose Shea was absent from 
the 26th June to the 28th October, and again left on the 26th 
December on final relinquishment of the Government. On both 
occasions Mr. George Melville, C.M.G., administered the Govern- 
ment and Mr. Nigel B. Burnside acted as Colonial Secretary. 
From the 1st of January until the arrival of Mr. Melville on the 
5th March 1894, Mr. Burnside also acted as Colonial Secretary. 


Mr. Robert Butler, Receiver-General and Treasurer, died 
on the lst August and was succeeded by Mr. Hesketh Bell.’ 
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Mr. H. C. Lightbourne, Port Officer, died on the 26th May, 
and was succeeded by Mr. R. D. Jeffreys, R.N. 


Mr. J. F. W. Turtle resigned his appointment as Examining 
Officer and Warehouse Keeper and was succeeded by Mr. H. B. 
L. Jameson. 


Chief Justice C. G. Walpole arrived on the 19th March in 
succession to Mr, R. D. Yelverton. 


Mr. F. C. Halkett, Provost-Marshal and Commandant cf 
Constabulary, was appointed Colonial Secretary and Treasurer of 
the Falkland Islands, and was succeeded by Mr. C. A. Fraser. 


Mr. T. A. Thompson, Stipendiary and Circuit Magistrate, was 
appointed Judge of the Falkland Islands, and was succeeded by 


°o 


Mr. R. S&S. Johnstone. 


There were several changes in the Resident Justices, the 
principal ones being the transfer of Mr. J. C. O'Halloran from 


‘ Governor’s Harbour to Harbour Island ; Mr. P. W. D. Armbrister 


from Green Turtle Cay to Goveraor’s Harbour; Mr. Thos. F. 
Jones from The Biminis to Green Turtle Cay; and Mr. W. V. 
Stuart from the Bight to Long Cay, in succession to Mr. Thos. 
O’Connor, who was promoted to an office under the Turks Island 
government. 


Population. 
According to the eensus of 1891 it was shown that the 
population of the Colony was males 22,555, females 25,010. 


The following statement shows the births and deaths from that 
period up to the present year. . 


Year. | Births. | Deaths. | Difference. 
189], < - “ - 1,900 1,052 848 
1892 - “ : - 1,889 1,229 660 
1893 - - - - 1,939 1,181 758 
en040 oe ae a “ 1,978 1,114 864 
3,180 


i 


As the emigration and immigration are about equal,. the 
population, at the close of the year, can fairly be estimated at 
50,695. 


No distinction is made in registering the white and coloured 
pooulation, but the former is estimated to be about one-sixth. 
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The average birth-rate is about 40 per 1,000, and the death-rate 
24 per 1,000. 


The marriages recorded during the past four years are :— 


1891 - - - - ~ ~ 362 

1892 - ~ - - - ~ 352 

1893 - - - - - - 334 

1894.4 z : . - 354 
Ecclesiastical. 


There are at present only four state-paid clergymen of the 
Church of England, and on their incumbencies ceasing the 
Colony will be relieved, under the Disestablishment Act, of any 
further payments. el Ee 


The total amount paid by the Colony under this head amounted 
to 9271. 


The following statement shows the number of places of worship 
in the Colony :— 


Episcopal “ . : =e 15 
Wesleyan me tee a 5 : ee) | 
Baptist Union - * x - ait Og 
Native Baptists - - ~ - - 38 
Baptists - - a : ~ = #7 
Presbyterian - : S 2 eee) 
Roman Catholic - “ : “ PETS | 

Total - ~ - = 256 


Education. 


There were in 1894 forty-one Government Board Schools with 
2,775 boys and 2,617 girls, total 5,392, and an average attendance 
of 5,259°8, against, in 1893, forty schools, 2,729 boys and 2,537 
girls, total 5,266, with an average attendance of 3,287:2; the cost 
in 1894 being 3,0062 18s. 9d. as against 2,958/ 10s. 8d. in 
1893. 

Besides maintaining these schools, the Board contributed 190. 
towards 13 grant-in-aid schools with 475 boys and 443 girls, total 
918, with an average attendance of 506:2. 

With regard to the Government Board Schools, the Inspector 
of Schools remarks: “The organization, discipline and course 
and method of instruction in the Government schools approximate, 
as nearly as local circumstances render practicable and expedient, 
to those of schools under the British and Foreign School Society. 
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The teachers are, however, with few exceptions, inferior in 
attainments and in ability to teach; the population is more 
scattered, causing the attendance to be more irregular, and the 
hours of instruction are fewer. Hence the results are not 
generally equal to those produced in good elementary schools in 
England. Certain expenses of a general nature, eg., cost of 
buildings, furniture, materials, administration and inspection are 
not included under expenditure of each school. ‘The total 
amount spent was 4,580/. 3s. 7d., which gives 14s. 44d. for each 
child on the register, or 1l. 4s. 24d. for each one in average 
attendance, including the grant-in-aid schools.” 

The Government Training Institute for teachers was closed 
at the end of August, having proved a failure. The sum paid 
during the year was 4891. 6s. 8d. 

The number of schools in connection with the Church of 
England was 33, the same as in 1893, with a total on the folls of 
1,718 as against 1,707 in 1893. 

Other private schools numbered 35, with 1,415 on the Rolls. 

The following statement shows the total number of children in 
the Colony: receiving education :— 


Government - - - - - 5,392 
Grants-in-aid - - - - - 918 
In. connexion with the Church of England - 1,718 
Other private - - - - - 1,415 
Total - ~ 9,443 

Publications 


The only newspaper is the “ Nassau Guardian,” issued bi-weekly, 
with a circulation of 450 to 500. 


Currency. 


The average rate of exchange with London during the past 
year was two per cent. 

There is one Bank in the Colony, viz.,—the Bank of Nassau, 
with a note circulation of 5,500/., with a capital paid-up of 10,0002., 
and with deposits amounting to 19,622/. The estimated amount 
of coin in circulation is between 7,000/, and 9,0001. The 
principal coins in circulation are British and American, The 
American gold coins, viz.,— $20, $10, $5, $24 and $1, pass at 
their face value, but their legal tender is respectively 4/. 2s., 2d. 1s., 
11. Os. 6d., 10s. 3d., and 4s. ld. There is no limit to legal tender 
of silver or copper. Accounts are by law required to be kept in 
sterling. 
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Imports and Exports. 


The imports for the year amounted to 174,969/., as against 
188,345/., in 1893, showing a decrease of 13,376/., and the exports 


to 119,3781., as against 117,0211., in 1893, showing an increase of 
2,357/, 


The following comparative statements show the course of 
trade :— ? 


Imports, 
Se Tice ee En ee ea SE eee ee a 
Country. 1893. 1894. 

Sree ianemetaeen iminennishnein = artisan ad comessssaintis ask ssmen ee 
United Kingdom - - - 45,758 45,040 
British Colonies - - - 3,588 2,687 
Foreign Countries - - - 138,999 127,242 

Total 188,345 174,969 


SS ee ee 


Exports. 
Country. 1893. | 1894. 
United Kingdom « - - | 13,966 16,301 
British Colonies - - 854 798 
Foreign Countries - - - 102,201 102,279 
Total 117,021 119,378 


rt mr er el 


From the above statements it will be seen that in 1893 the 


imports exceeded the exports by 71,3242, and in 1894 by 
55,5911. 


The following statement of the principal articles of food imported 
during the years from 1891 to 1894 inclusive shows that in nearly 
every instance the importations in 1892 and 1893 exceed, either 
in value or in quantity, those of 1891 and 1894. During the 
intervening years a severe drought prevailed and the importations 
of bread-stulfs were larger. ‘The food crops of 1894 were 
exceptionally large, and hence the falling off in the importations. 
For instance, the quantity of flour imported in the years 1891 and 
1894 was respectively 27,571 and 32,967 barrels, and in 1892 and 
1893, 35,884 and 37,330 barrels, showing an excess in the latter 
years of 12,676 barrels, . 


‘BAHAMAS, 
1894, 


foe A 


361 


Articles, 


Beans and Peas 
Bread, Corn. - 
Bread, Fancy 


Butter - - 
Corn ~ - 
Corn-meal and hominy 
} Flour - - 


Lard: - - 


| Meat, fresh - 


Rice = = 


rd 

| am 

| Fe 

4 

Statement of the Principal Articles of Food imported during years 1891, 1892, 1893, 1894. 
Quantity. Value. 
| 1891, | 1892. 1893. | 1894. 1891. | 1892. | 1893, | 1894. 
F & £ & 

- bus. 65! 1,172 1,688 598 245 342 479 193 
- bris. 527, 558 624 469 264 259 281 201 
- lbs. 49,528 56,748 47,498 44.073 715 871 724 635 
- Ibs. 112,562 105,419 111,218 | 107,900 4,623 4,746 5,542 4,836 
- bus 6,726 9,112 8,250 7,090 889 1,115 960 843 
- bris. 11,005 15,852 14,391 11,2138 8,412 10,513 9,028 7,070 
- bris. 27,571 35,884 37,330 32,967 26,621 27,773 25,712 20,295 
Ibs. 168,518 163,487 159,469 181,709 2,369 2,403 2,725 2,382 
- Ibs, 613,354 615,638 543,035 510 016 7,696 9,608 10,276 8,065 
- Ibs. 23,008 19,976 19,262 21,864 919 791 761 827 
1,438 1,832 2,048 2,111 820 987 1,205 893 
- Ibs. 1,488,438 1,612,600 1,617,418 1,544,222 6,233 7,009 5,616 4,754 
- lbs. 28,166 40,600 41,087 26,251 232 353 337 237 


|Fish dried = - 


Meat, salted, (including pork) 


Petatoes and other Vegetables - brs. 


ol 
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Atticies, 


Ale and porter in bottles doz. qts. 


Ale and porter in wood - gils. 
Coffee- © - - - Ibs. 
Copper, Yellow Metal - - Ibs. 


Gin, whiskey and other un- - glls. 
enumerated Spirits. 


Machinery - - -val. £ 
Manures > - - bris. 
Molasses - - - gils. 
Nails of Iron - - - Ibs. 
Oats and Bran - - - bus. 
Oil, kerosene - - - gils. 


Oils paying 9d. gln.,linseed, &c.- gills. 


nes 


Comparative Statement of other Principal Imports. 


Quantity. 

1891. | 1892, 1893. | 1894. 
2,154 2,159 2,674 2,138 
9,557 8,000 6,789 4,159 

98,002 49,699 77,820 75,824 

15,573 23,304 10,609 20,015 

12,738 14,435 12,123 10,572 

260 256 2,228 3,824 
2,174 2,305 1,568 2,016 
6,174 9,904 6,760 8,816 

84,394 97,802 87,912 94,471 
6,792 11,078 9,124 11,057 

53,595 71,838 64,094 - 72,249 
5,326 6,955 5,704 6,050 


1891. | 1892. | 1893. | 1894. 


Value. 


£ 
848 


708 


1,383 


2,404 


2,466 


— 
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Quantity. Value. 
Articles. z 
1891. | 1892. 1893. | 1894, 1891, | 1892. 1898, | 1894, 

—_—_——— LY 
‘ £ £ £ £ 
Oils paying Is. gll., essential - glls. 634 178 1,776 212 54 56 119 43 

Rails, iron : - - No. — — 2,589 — — — 900 — 
Rum 18? to 24° - gils. 20,626 21,397 15,988 14,525 8,205 2,601 2,059 1,663 
Rum, weaker than 24° - - gils. 645 1,228 149 a 73 152 32 _ 

Sugar, refined - - - Ibs. 287,126 184,687 189,904 203,435 2,768 1,729 2,070 1,778 
Sugar, unrefined - - Ibs. 679,260 841,749 740,017 770,079 5,518 6,845 5,532 5,710 
Sugar, white clayed - - Ibs. 85,751 105,586 114,431 85,664 888 | 729 L177 751 
Tobacco, manufactured = - Ibs. 81,188 67,535 89,611 81,099 3,008 2,496 3,252 2,738 
Tobacco, unmznufactured - Ibs. 40,061 61,061 40,692 43,428 1,279 1,737 3,307 1,121 
Wines - - - - gils. 2,868 4,628 3,523 - 3,157 783 1,052 774 804 


Ad valorem at 20 per cent. - val. £ 75,639 82,208 76,391 75,994 75,639 82,208 76,391 75,994 


v9E 


rl 
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The following is a comparative statement of the principal exports :— 


Quantity. | Value. 
Article, —_———$ —————— —————— rrrvr 
1891. | 1892, 1893. | 1894, | 1891. | 1892. | 1893. | 1894. 
I 
| £ £ £ £ 
Bark, cascarilla - - Ibs. 53,160 119,180 51,172 61,251 405 921 299 544 
Bahama-hemp - . - Ibs. 21,050 68,352 117,430 174,072 149 692 1,200 1,728 
‘Cotton - - - - Ibs. 56,273 95,367 101,236 65,658 927 1,583 1,677 907 
Curiosities, marine = - - val. £ 163 200 118 124 168 200 118 124 
Fruit and vegetables, fresh, viz. :— 
Bananas - - bunches 5,420 8,966 2,924 3,121 197 432 122 137 
Cocoanuts - - - No. 28,166 40,550 44,550 10,089 112 111 56 42 
Grape fruit - - - No. 178,994 161,015 67,400 101,100 314 267 98 193 
Limes - - - No. 57,500 | (bris.) 15 — — 25 8 — — 
Oranges, China - - No. | 2,125,097 | 3,082,870 | 1,097,100 675,619 2,253 3,025 1,085 580 
Oranges, Seville - - No. 30,500 1,200 6,000 — 30 1 3 — 


OL 
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Quantity. | Value. 
Article. aarspaec ; eT 
1891. | 1892. | 1893. | 1894, 1891. | 1892. | 1898. | 3894, 

Fruit and Vegetables, fresh,—cont. | £ & £ £ 

Pineapples - : - doz. 510,408 665,332 472,960 569,832 45,966 56,061 39,386 42,568 

Pears, avocado - - No. 8,870 8,050 |(crates) 125 No. 2,850 15 14 12 10 

Sappodillas - 4 - No. | —_ 90,600 63,600 58,460 29,400 45 cr 33 19 

Shaddocks - - - No, 2,500 — 390 _ 7 — 2 — 

Tomatoes - - erates. 1,833 1,842 947 1,063 74 84 83 5). 
Goat-skins = - - val. & 45 — _— — 45 — _ =o 
Hats, straw - - - No 2,722 3,065 4,350 2,060 18 29 44 17 
Hides, raw - - - No 7,209 9,962 7,410 4,559 257 360 246 87 - 
Horses - - - - No. 7 _ _— 6 84 —_ — 43 
Mats, straw - - - No 90 100 235 : 121 2 1 5 6 
Preserves, viz.:—~ 

Cocoa Plums - - e/s 36 — _— — 8 _ — 

Guavas = 2 - ejs 614 450 100 | 300 249 243 33 446 

Pine-apples - - - ¢/s 16,919 16,929 13,756 15,397 3,793 3,425 2,467 3,022 


99€ 
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Shells, small 
Salt - 
Shells, conch 
Shell-work 
Sponge 
Turtle - 
Turtle-shell 
Turtle-backs 


Article. 


Woods, viz. :-— 


Cedar 
Crab 
Hardwood 


Lignum vite 


Logwood 


- - bris. 
- - bus. 


~ - No. 


- pkgs. 
- «Is, 
= - No. 
- - Ibs. 


- - val. £ 


- - tons 
- - sticks 
- - pes. 
- - tons 


“ - tons 


Quantity. Value. 
1891. | 1892. | 1893. | 1894, 1891. | 1892. | 1893. | 1894. 
£ £ ES £ 
746 562 559 845 413 410 437 492 
146,578 120,130 176,515 156,688 1,705 1,978 2,068 1,717 
106,682 50,245 97,273 49,434 187 165 197 83 
105 | (val.) £30 | (val.) £12 | (val.) £ 22 32 30 12 22 
1,105,974 | 1,148,399 945,612 | 1,000,928 58,682 65,544 58,615 59,155 
2,065 983 - 1,382 1,719 1,017 610 862 656 
11,026 5,543 5,462 7,848 6,847 3,832 4,158 5,810 
9 | (No. 92 | (No. 10 | (No) 3 9 81 6 4 
2 _ ((pes.) 4,000 _— 3 _ 20 — 
200 — 200 4 1 _ 1 1 
76 | (tons) 52 _ _ 44 144 = sad 
375 38 130 74 838 79 413 164 
473 967 466 201 1,720 3,507 1,554 635 
ze 
£% 
e 
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Article. 


W oods.— continued. 


Madeira 


Mahogany - 


Sabica 
Satin 


Timbers 


Yellow wood 


Timbers 


Quantity. 


1891. | 1892. | 1893. | 1894. 


117 


30 


(tons) 123 


92 


105 


(pes.) 350 


Clogs) 12 
(tons) 76 
(pes.) 200 


as 
| oo 
DS 
~ = 
> 
Z 
Value. 
1891. | 1892. | 1893. | 1894. 
£ £ £ 
45 a = 
30 50 119 21 
157 159 265 152 
87 14 9 
6 27 = 2 
80 60 2 
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Shipping. 


The following statement shows a falling off in the number of 
steamers entered and cleared in 1894 as compared with 1893 ; due 
to the fact that nine more entered and cleared at Inagua. 

These is also a falling off, as compared with 1893, in the number 
of sailing vessels. 


Entered. Cleared. 


Years. Sailing Vessels, Steamers. Sailing Vessels. Steamers. 


Vessels. Tons. | Vessels. | Tons. | Vessels. Tons. | Vessels. Tons. 


1898 - = 355 25,186 111 150,123 358 27,893 106 146,289 


1894 - - 333 28,895 100 149,353 335 28,770 96 144,865 


Statement showing the Nationalities of the several vessels entered and 
cleared at ports in the Bahamas in 1894. 


Sailing Vessels. Steamers. 


Nationalities of Vessels. see es ys 


Vessels. | Tons. Vessels. Tons. 
British = - a x 434 24,911 54 70,730 
American - - - 177 20,285 126 207,372 
Haytian - - - 58 1,469 _ = 
Dutch : a ae 2 382 ee aes 
Norwegian « - - 2 618 4 2,316 
German . - - - _ _ 12 13,800 


The steamers of the Ward Line of the United States of 
America, under contract with the Bahamas Government, make 
fortnightly trips to Nassau, hence the large excess of American 
over British steamers. There is a local steamship company with 
one steamer with a net tonnage of 588. ‘This vessel makes monthly 
trips between New York and Nassau. 


Agriculture. 


The unsystematic manner in which land is cultivated in these 
islands makes it impossible to furnish information with regard to 
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the acreage of cultivated land in the Colony. The only instance 
in which cultivation is carried on with any system is that of the 
Sisal or Buhama-hemp, and the number of acres estimated as. 
urder cultivation with this plant is a little over 20,000. In most 
cases, small patches of land, ranging from perhaps one to five acres, 
are cut down and planted with maize, potatoes, peas, &c., and 
after a few years are abandoned and new places felled ; this goes 
on until the lands have regained their fertility, when they are again 
used, In some few instances fertilizers are resorted to, more 
especially of late years in the cultivation of the pineapple. 


The following is a statement of the principal agricultural exports 
for the years 1893 and 1894 :— 


1893. 1894. 
Article. Pe namcendich toga piceoianinlabiparioenties 
| Quantity. | Value. Quantity. Value. 
£ £ 
Pineapples - Doz. 472,960 39,386 569,832 42,568 
Oranges - No. 1,097,100 1,085 575,619 580 
Bananas - Bunch. 2,924 122 3,121 137 
Tomatoes = -Crates 947 83 1,063 51 
Guavas, preserved -# c/s. 100 33 300 446 
Pineapples, ,, - ¢/s. 13,756 2,467 15,397 3,022 
Pineapples, dried - brls. 28 146 — — 
Bahama-hemp - Ibs. 117,430 1,200 174,072 1,728 


During 1894 the Government granted letters patent for two 
fibre-cieaning machines. 


Manufactures and Fisheries. 


There are two factories in the Colony, one for preserving 
fruit, and the other for making soap. During the year, 
22,000 cases of pine-apples were canned, using 60,000 dozen of the 
fruit, which cost one shilling per dozen. When the factory is in 
full work, about 200 labourers are employed daily, at an average 
cost of one shilling and sixpence each. ‘The whole of the canned 
pine-apples in this factory are shipped to the United States. 

The Sponge Industry is, without doubt, the life of the Colony. 
Several hundreds of vessels, ranging from 5 to 20 tons, are 
engaged in this work. Besides, it-gives employment to numbers of 
men and women in preparing the article for export. 
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The following statement shows the quantities and values of this 
article exported in the years 1893 and 1894. 


1893. 1894. 
Sponge. 

Quantity. Value. Quantity. _ Value. 

Lbs. £ Lbs. £ 

Clippings - —- 122,675 439 101,915 207 
Glove - - 4,872 266 9,064 450 
Grass -- 305,802 9,772 291,358 9,178 
Hardhead- — - 15,188 1,007 | 12,156 731 
Reef oe 78,957 6,647 68,816 6,362 
Refuse - - 3,223 54 20,162 47 
Velvet - - 242,595 18,880 318,985 22,220 
Wool - - 120,446 18,811 119,440 16,858 
Yellow - - 57,855 2,669 64,073 8,102 
945,612 ra 58,615 | 1,000,928 2. e485 


A trade in Conch-pearls is carried on, but it would appear that 
they are privately exported out of the Colony, as no mention is 
made of them in the exports. 


Grants of Lands. 


The number of acres granted in the Colony during 1894 was 
1,132, 253} being on Andros Island, aud 724 onInagua. Some 
of the land was sold at 5s. an acre, and some at 10s. 3d. 


Gaols and Prisons. 


As compared with 1893, there was a falling off of 29 in the 
number of persons committed in 1894, z.e,— 


ae 1893. 1894. 
Men - - - ” - 121 132 
Womea - - - = - 79 69 
Juveniles - - - - 66 36 
Total - - - - 266 237 
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The daily average was 54:20, as against 54°05 in 1893, and that 
of the sick list was.1°20, as against 4°63. ‘There was one death. 

The total cost was 1,355/. 

The estimated amount of the prisoners’ earnings was 895/, 
their labour being on the roads and other public works. 


Criminal Statistics. 


The number of persons summoned or apprehended was 73 in 
excess of the previous year, but of this excess 63 are orders 
made over and above those of 1893 under the compulsory clauses 
of the Education Act. 

The number of cases dealt with in the Superior Court 
was 11 less than in 1893, and is a diminution of about one- 
third. 


Comparative statement of convictions and acquittals in the 
Summary Jurisdiction Courts. 


Convictions. Acquittals.. 
1893. 1894. 1893. 1894. 
Offences against the person - | 248 217 192 112 
Predial larceny - - - 87 61 38 26 
Other offences against property - 92 83 84 65 
Offences against Masters’ and 1 8 — 5 
Servants’ Acts, 


Other offences - - - | 898 1,175 618 596 


The following is a classification of the punishments :— 


—- 1893. | 1894. 
Fine - - - - - - - 835 980 
Imprisonment in lieu of fine - - > - 170 241 
Peremptory Imprisonment - - - - 159 78 
Whipping - - - - - - 19 53 
Bound over with or without sureties or other trivial 143 192 
punishment. 
Total ° “ -| 1,826 1,544 — 
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Hospital, 


The New Providence Asylum consists of the hospital proper, 
the Poor House, and the Lazaretto or Lepers’ Department. 


At the close of 1893 there were remaining 58 males and 52 
females. During the year 1894, 148 males and 129 females were 
admitted, making a daily average of 4171 males and 43:3 
females, 


The mortality is greater than in the previous year. The high 
mortality is attributed by the Resident Surgeon Superintendent 
chiefly to the following causes :—% Old age, phthisis, which is 
“ very prevalent and fatal to our coloured people, and the 
“ wretched habit the friends have ot bringing patients to hospital 
“ when all hope has ceased and when the only object to be gained 
“ is to have the persons buried at the public expense.” 


The Victoria Jubilee Hospital is reported as having proved to 
be of “most excellent service, has filled a long felt want, and 
“ gppears to be most highly appreciated by the people. Visitors 
* have expressed the opinion that it compares most favourably 
‘“ with similar institutions in the West Indies.” The following is 
a statement with regard to the admissions, &c. :— 


— | Males. Females. Total. 
Remaining from 1893 ~ - A 15 10 25 
Admitted in 1894 - - - 86 76 162 
Total under treatment for the year 1894 101 86 187 
Died - - - - - 15 15 30 
Discharged = - - - - 62 52 114 
Transferred to Infirmary - - 8 4 12 
Remaining at end of year : - 16 15 $1 


Infirmary and Poor House, 


In this part of the institution are kept the old and infirm, 


and it is in this branch of the establishment that the chief 


inortality occurs, causing such a high death-rate in the whole 
establishment. 


BAHAMAS. 
1894, 


as 


373 


374 


BaHAMAS, 
1894. 


24 COLONIAL REPORTS.—ANNUAL. 
— | Males. | Females. | Total. 

Remaining from 1893 - - - 40 40 80 
Admitted in 1894 “ - s 58 52 110 

Total - a a « 98 92 190 

— SS eens 
Died - i 2 Fs . 35 27 62 
Discharged + - 33 30 63 
Remaining - . . - 29 35 64 
Lazaretto. 


In this department two patients died, five were admitted, seven 
were’ discharged, leaving one at the close of the year. 


Public Dispensary. 


The cost of medicines for the year amounted to 325]. 14s. Od. ; 
this includes medicines sent to the out-islands. 


Lunatic Asylum. 


This institution adjoins the New Providence Asylum and is 
under the control of the Resident Surgeon Superintendent of that 
Establishment. 


The admissions during the year are largely in excess of the 
previous year’s and greater than they have ever been, so far 
as the records show. There is a great want of increased 
accommodation. ‘There were 31 admissions, a daily average 
of 14 males and 15 females, 9 deaths, 8 cured and 8 relieved. 


Charitable and Literary Institutions. 


The St. Andrew’s Society, established in 1798, is a society which 
gives charitable assistance to persons in distress. It has 42 
‘members, compcsed chiefly of the principal gentlemen of the place. 
It has invested funds to the amount of 1,085/. 


Libraries.—The principal Library is the Nassau Public Library, 
Reading Room, and Museum, which has 13,500 volumes, besides 
having on file several English and American leading papers and 
reviews. It is supported to a great extent by Government. <A 


‘small subscription is charged which is used in the support of 


the institution. There were 196 subscribers, 146 annual and 
50 transient. 
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There are also small libraries at Inagua, Harbour Island, and 
Green Turtle Cay, Abaco. 


The salaries of the librarians are paid by Government. 


Meteorological Observations. 


The following table shows the mean temperature and rainfall for 
the year :— 


a ee 


— Temperature. Rainfall. 

Sa a ee 
Fahr, Inches. 
January - - - - 74°19 0°45 
February - - - ~ 74°4 0-09 
March - “ ~ - 76°0 1°32 
April - : . - - 766 0°36 
May - - - ° - 80°6 8°99 
June - - - - - 83°3 8°40 
July - - « “ - 85°6 4:60 
August - - - - - 86°8 5°92 
eileen - ° - - 84°9 13°82. 
ctober - - - - 82°7 10°55 
November - - - - 78°7 3°73 
December - - - - 74°5 0°99 
Year - - - - 79°8 59°22 


It is generally admitted that the climate of the Bahamas is 
excellent. From November to April the average temperature is 
between 74° and 78°, and refreshing sea breezes prevail during 
the summer months, which has the effect of making the climate 
more bearable. 


The lowest air temperature recorded was 54:1° and the highest 
97°3°. 

The sanitary condition of the City and suburbs has been 
very good. The health of the Colony has also been good, no 
disease of a contagious or infectious character having appeared. 


Savings Bank. 


There is one post-office savings bank in Nassau, with branches 
at Governor’s Harbour and Rock Sound, Eleuthera, Harbour 
Island, and Inagua. There are 881 depositors. The deposits 
during the year (2,145) amounted to 3,804/. 19s. Od., and with- 
drawals (1,343) to 3,914/. 13s. 2d. ; 227 accounts were closed and 
255 opened. The totat amount at the close of the year at the 
credit of the depositors came to 8,0310. 1s. 5d., while the invested 
funds amounted to 7,754/. 15s. 6d. Since 1889 there has been a 
steady decrease of the deficit of the Savings Bank. 

I 87600. 
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Friendly Societies. 


There are 51 friendly charitable and temperance societies in the 
Bahamas, with 4,022 members. The object of most of these 
societies is to aid members in sickness and to bury the dead. 


Telegraphs and Telephones. 


The Bahamas cable, extending from Nassau to Jupiter, Florida, 
is 211 knots long, with 6 miles of land line. It is owned by the 
Bahamas Government and has been in working order since 4th 
February, 1892. The superintendent reports that the eable, as 
shown by weekly tests, continues in perfect condition. The total 
cost of the cable was 33,3117. 


There was a decrease in the revenue of the department, which 
is attributed to a general depression in trade :— 


a ae 
Receipts for the year - - - 993 17 0 
Including Government and press 
messages - - - -* 40414 7 
Cash paid into Treasury - - £589 2 5 
Annual charges on account of the cable :— 
Interest on loan - - - - 1,200 0 0 
Sinking fund - - - - 535 0 O 
Repair fund == - ~ - - 700 0 0 
Salaries - - - - 452 10 0O 
Miscellaneous - . - ~ 30 3 7 
Total - - - - £2,917 13 7 


There were 955 messages sent, 978 received, and 220 services, a 
total of 2,153. 


The rates on messages are as follows :— 


s. d, 
Nassau to points in America west of Mississippi 
River, per word - : - - 1 10 
Nassau to points in America east of the Mississippi 
River, per word - - “ - 1 6 
Nassau to points in Canada, per word - it's 
Nassau to points in Great Britain, France and 
Germany, per word ° - - a6 


Telephones.—Government House is connected by telephone 
with the Colonial Secretary’s Office, and the Police Barracks, and 
the latter place is connected with its out-stations in Grant’s Town 
and the Eastern District. 
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Post Offices. 


The total revenue for the year was 1,840/. 12s. 4d., with an 
expenditure of 1,782/. 4s. 10d. for salaries and wages and all 
expenses of postal service, and 2,3951 16s. 8d. for conveyance of 
mails beyond the Colony, showing a net deficit of 2,3371. 9s. 2d. 

The total number of letters dealt with was 145, 7 94, post cards 
3,065, newspapers 48,088, book packets, samples, and circulars 
43,379, and parcels 2,012. 


General Remarks. 


The various subjects have been dealt with under their special 
heads and there remains but little to add in concluding this 
report. 

The seasons have been very favourable and the people having 
reaped large provision crops their condition generally is better 
than that of the previous year. The outlook in this respect for 
the year 1895 is very promising. 

Nice, B. BurnsIpeE, 
Acting Colonial Secretary. 
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COLONIAL REPORTS. 


The following, among other, Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial 
possessions have been issued, and may be obtained tor a few pence from 
the sources indicated on the title page :— 


ANNUAL. 


No. Colony. Year. 
107 | Hong Kong . - = 4 -| 1893 
108 | St. Vincent - - . - 7 . ‘ 
109 Gibraltar - - ° » . < = 
110 | Bahamas - - a * , s si 
111 | Turks and Caicos Islands - - - - 5 
112 | Leeward Islands’ - ” « * ‘% 
113 | Barbados - - - = is . - 
114 | Malta - . = - « . ‘ 
115 Zululand - - - - - * Fi 
116 | British Honduras - . - - e ~ 
117 | Trinidad and Tobago “ - - = 
118 | Falkland Islands~ - - a - - Ss 
119 | Rodrigues - - - - - - 3 
120 | Mauritius - - - = - as . 
121 | Straits Settlements - - - . m f 
122 | Labuan - - < - rs = as 
123 | Basutoland - - - - “ - | 1893-94 
124 | St. Lucia - - - . - =| Taos 
125 | St. Helena - - - - ‘ . * 
126 | Ceylon - - - - a 
127 | Fiji - - ~ Pm z = - 
128 Grenada - - “ . . = - 
129 | Sierra Leone - - - : * :, 
180 | British Bechuanaland - - - - | 1893-94 
131 | British New Guinea - - A - 11892-3 & 

1893-4 
132 | Lagos - - - - Pe ~ |. 1898 
133 | British Guiana - - - - - | 1893-94 
1384 | Jamaica ~- - “ = . - 3 
135 | Newfoundland “ - - - -| 1893 
1386 | Gold Coast - - - - = 2, e 
137 | Zululand - - - - = -| 1894 
138 | Bermuda - - - = = ‘ oa 
139 } Bahamas - - - - rs ‘ 
MISCELLANEOUS. 

No. Colony. | Subject. 

1 | Gold Coast > - | Economic Agriculture. 

2 | Zululand - - - | Forests. 

3 | Sierra Leone ~ - | Geology and Botany. 

4 | Canada - - - | Emigration. 
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No. 140. 


BARBADOS. 


(For Report for 1898, see Colonial Report [Annual] No. 113.) 


Sir J. S. Hay to the MArqusss oF Ripon. 


Government House, 
My Lorp MarQugsss, May 31, 1895. 
I wave the honour to forward by this mail copies of the 
Blue Book of Barbados for the year 1894, together with a 
Report thereon by the Colonial Secretary. 
I have, &c. 
J.S. Hay. 


Biue Book Report, 1894. 


Taxation. 


1. The taxation of the Island may be divided under two heads, 
the Indirect Taxation, which is collected by the general revenue 
for general purposes, and the Parochial Taxation which is collected 
by the vestries for local expenditure. The former is raised by 
the customs and trade taxes, and the latter by assessments on 
acreage and rental valuations of properties. 

In some parishes there is a tax on traders, assessed on the 
annual business profits. 


2. The average acreage tax for parochial revenue varies from 
2s. 8d. to 4s. 7d. in the £ in the several parishes, and the 
average amounts to 3s. 6d. in the £. 


3. The rental assessments vary from 43d. to 1s. 7d. and the 
average rate is 11d. in the £. 
I 87700. Wt. 20348. 
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gr te When the owner as well as the occupier pays tax on leasehold 
‘property the tax paid by the former averages 10d. in the £. 


4, There is a highway tax, fixed by law, of 9d. per acre on land, 
and 14d. in the £ on rental valuations. 


5. There is also a special tax which was formerly levied for the 
upkeep of the militia but is now appropriated to the general 
revenue in aid of the expenditure for police, amounting to 8d. per 
acre on land, and 2d. in the £ on rental valuation. 


6. Taking the population of the island at 185,000, the 
indirect taxation represented by the receipts under all heads of 
revenue which go to make up the retail prices of articles of general 
consumption may be put at 14s. per head. 


7. The total taxable acreage of land is 100,000 acres and the 
taxation on it for all purposes amounts to an average of 4s. 11d. 
per acre. The total rental valuations amount to 98,378/., and 
the average rate ls. ld. in the £. 


8. There is also a tax on vehicles of 2s. 6d. per wheel, and on 
draught animals; of horses 6s., mules 3s. 9d. and donkeys 2s. each. 
A certain proportion of penalties recovered in the Magistrates’ 
courts for breaches of highway and sanitary laws is paid to the 
Parochial treasurers. 


9. The total revenue of the Parochial treasuries for all services 
was, in 1894, 59,366/., including a grant of 5,4501. from general 
revenue in aid of the upkeep of the roads. 


10. The total expenditure of the vestries was 56,719/., the 
greater portion of which was for the maintenance of the alms- 
houses and poor relief. A total expenditure on 470 miles of 
roads of 14,6412, or an average of 311. 3s. 4d. per mile, is included 
in the 56,7191. 


Revenue. 
11. The estimated revenue under all headsfor <£ 
' 1894 was - - ~ - - 161,034 
The actual receipts under all heads amounted 
to ” ; . ‘ - 160,624 
As against an estimate for 1893 of - - 160,227 


And actual receipts - - ~ - 161,730 


The following are the receipts under the principal heads for the past five years :— 


Port and |Land Tax and Fees and 
Year. Customs. Excise. Licenses. Fines and 
Harbour. Militia. Fees of Office.|: 
f 


£ £ £ £ 
3,644 30,517 6,628 6,144 


£ 
- - | *116,415 5,616 


- > 99,779 4,686 3,021 


25,298 


- -| 92,840 4,299 3,309 28,919 


Police Tax. 


8,899 $82,553 6,169 §,758 


3,619 29,422 


* 1890. In this year the largest crop of sugar ever made in this island was reaped. 
* 1893. A change in the system of collecting duty on rum distilled in the Island gave a sudden apparent increase to the receipts under excise. 


Post Office. 


Miscellan- 


eous, 


& 
16,965 


11,824 


10,666 


8,237 
10,276 


Total. 


£ 
186,179 


168,905 
162,663 


161,730 


160,624 


“P68I 
"soavaurg 
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12, The Revenue for the past four years has been decreasing 
in inverse ratio to the population, being at the rate of about 1,000/. 
per annum, while the population has been increasing at at least 
the same rate. 

It is satisfactory to notice that the Postal Revenue increases 
steadily, while great reductions have been made in the postal 
rates. 


Expenditure. 
13. The total expenditure for 1894 was estimated £ 
at - - - - - 165,291 
The actual expenditure was - - - 161,279 
As against an estimated expenditure for 1893 165,632 
And an actual expenditure of - - 164,633 


14. Of the 161,2791., 73,5627. comes under fixed establishments, 
and 87,7171. under services exclusive of establishments. 

There are no new items of expenditure under either head 
which call for special remark. 


15. The expenditure represents a tax of nearly 10s. 9d. per 
head of the population, which compares favourably with that of 
other places. 


Public Debt. 


16. The Public Debt of the Colony remained at the same 
figure as in 1893, 30,100/., incurred in a loan raised in 1883 
for carrying out various important Public Works, amongst which 
were :— 


£ 
The Prison Extension - - “on 
The Reformatory - - - 9,163 
The Central Police Station Extension 2,200 Carried out 
Public Buildings Clock Tower - 1,795 between Au- 
Harbour Police Station - - 1,588 { gust 1883 and 
Inland Telephones - - - 1,300 | May 1887. 
Harbour Dredger - - - 1,000 
Quarartine Hospital - - 600 


The interest. payable on the debentures is 4 per cent. The 
amount to the credit of the Sinking Fund on the 3lst December 
1894 was 12,5741. 


Military Expenditure. 


17. The Return of Military Expenditure for 1894, shows that 
54,1441. was expended on the garrison at Barbados, the number 
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of all ranks stationed here being under 1,000. Of the above total, 
29,782/. was for their pay and 15,4912 for their provisions and 
clothing ; and of this, which amounted to'44,273/., the greater part 
will have been spent in the Island. 


18. The removal of the troops to St. Lucia is getting nearer 


every year, and the severe monetary loss to the Colony must 
very soon be taken into account in its financial calculations. 


Public Works, 


19. Nothing beyond the ordinary requirements for the upkeep 
and additions to Public Buildings, &c. was carried out this year. 


Owing to the death of Mr. Brady, Superintendent of Public 


Works, the Government decided to engage a special engineer for 
the carrying out of the improvements in the accommodation for 
berthing vessels in the Careenage and for the erection of a coaling 
jetty. The question of the larger extension of the Harbour 
Improvements was postponed for the present, 

The total amount expended on Public Works during the year 
was 3,868/. 


Legislation, 


20. Twenty-nine Acts were passed by the Legislature which 
received the Royal Assent. 

None of the Acts passed, though very useful locally, had any 
effect of importance on matters outside the Colony. 


21. ‘The subject which formed the principal topic of interest in 
the Legislative Chamber during the year was that of the rural 
water supply. In 1886 a contract, with an annual subsidy of 
5,000. to supply the rural districts of the Island with water had 
been made with the Barbados Water Supply Company, the 
capital of which was raised and held by shareholders in England. 
The company performed its contract toa certain extent, but found 
itself continually obliged to apply to the Legislature of the Colony 
for further extension of time and other legislative expedients to 
enable it to carry out its original undertaking, failing which it would 
evidently speedily terminate. ‘These advances to the Legislature 
met with very strong opposition from various quarters ; and it 
finally became a question whether it would be better to allow the 
Bridgetown Water Works Company (practically a local company) 
which supplied the city and suburbs, to have the entire supplying 
of the Island, or for the Government, as representingthe public at 
large,to take the matter into its own hands, buy up both companies 
and carry out the works by a public department. This course 
was finally decided upon, and it was arranged that it should be 
carried into effect by legislation during the ensuing year. 
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Banpapes: 22. On the death of the Superintendent of Public Works this 
—— year an Act was passed reducing the salary of the Office from 60v/. 
to 3002 The Legislature at the same time agreed that when 

special engineering work is required to be done the services of a 


special engineer should be obtained to carry it out. 


Political Franchise. 


23. The qualifications of voters for the House of Assembly and 
Vestry elections remain the same viz..—Frechold Estate of annual 
value not lessthan 51. Rents of land amounting to 5/1. perannum. 
Occupants assessed parochially at 15/. annual value. Taxpayers : 
St. Michael’s 27, other parishes 1/., per annum. Salaries: In 
receipt of 4/. 3s. 4d. per month as agricultural attorney, manager, 
bookkeeper, clerk, agent, or upper servant. Income: In receipt 
of 501. per annum from pension, occupation, office, or trade other 
than that of servant. Jncome: 15l. annually as interest or 
dividends. Barristers, solicitors, physicians, surgeons, or holders 
of degrees B.A. or M.A. or Testamur, Codrington College. 
Lodger in house rated at 151. per annum, paying not less than 15/. 


for lodgings. 


24. The total number of electors registered at the last general 
election on 17th September 1894, was 2,167, being 136 more than 
in 1893. The increase occurred in the parishes of St. Michael 
and St. Joseph. 


Councils and Assemblies. 


25. The Honourable Oswald Jones, who had sat in the Legis- 
lative Council since February 1881, resigned his seat owing to ill- 
health, and his place was filled by the appointment of the 
Honourable E. B. Colvin, who then represented St. Andrew in the 
House of Assembly, and was a member of the Executive 
Committee. 


26. In the House of Assembly certain changes took place at 
the General Election in September. The newly elected members 
were :-— 

Mr. A. S. Bryden vice Mr. T. Peterkin for St. Michael. 

Messrs. C. E. Gooding, M. B. and W. D. Shepherd vice Messrs. 
H. EK. L. King and £. G. Watts for St. Philip. 

Mr. R. Haynes vice Mr. C. C. Knollys, C.M.G., (Colonial 
Sevretary, transferred to Trinidad), for St. Joseph. 


Civil Establishment. 


27. The principal changes were as follows :— 


His Excellency the Governor, Sir James Hay, K.C.M.G., went 
to England on leave from the 21st October 1893 to the 22nd 
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April 1894. During his absence the Government was adminis- 
tered by Major-General G. Paton, C.M.G., Commanding the 
Troops. 


The Colonial Secretary, Mr. C. C. Knollys, was promoted to be 
Colonial Secretary of Trinidad in February, and Mr. G. R. Le 
Hunte was transferred from Dominica (Leeward Islands) to the 
vacant office in March. During the interval, Mr. F. B. Smith, 
Provost-Marshal and Inspector of Prisons, acted as Colonial 
Secretary. 


Mr. EK. T. Grannum was appointed Auditor-General in May in 
succession to Mr. C. A. King Harman, who was promoted to be 
Colonial Secretary of Mauritius in 1893. During the interval, 
Mr. W. H. Bailey, Chief Clerk in the Colonial Secretary’s Office, 
acted as Auditor-General. 

Mr. 8S. J. Fraser, transferred from Tobago, was appointed 
Judge of the Petty Debt Court in December 1893, in succession 
to Mr. H. J. Lee Evans, deceased. 

Mr. J. H. Brady, Superintendent of Public Works, died in 
July and his duties were carried out by Mr. E. F. S. Bowen, 
Chief Clerk in the Public Works Department, who was 
subsequently appointed to the vacant office. 

Mr. G. T. White,“Governor of the Prison, was promoted to be 
Superintendent of Prisons in Trinidad, and his office was filled 
by the appointment of Mr. J. M. Lash, Governor of the Gaol in 
Grenada. 


Pensions. 


28. The total amount of the Pension List for 1894 was 2,9361, 
as against 3,631/. in 1893. No pension amounting to 100/. was 
granted during the year. 

The principal pensioners (in receipt of pensions over 1001.) 
who died during the year were Mr. E. G. Clawson, 2241; the 
Rev. W. D. Arrindell, 2102; and Mr. A. St. John Watts, 
1331, 


Foreign Consuls. 


29. The only changes in the Consular Representatives was 
the appointment of Mr. A. B. St. Hill as Vice-Consul for the 
United States in place of Mr. J. Challenor Lynch. Amongst 
the chief European countries, Italy and Belgium have no official 
representatives here. 


Population and Vital Statistics. 


30. The population of the Island at the date of the last census, 
1891, was returned at 182,306 in an area of 166 square miles, 
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which gave an average of 1,190 to the square mile; but almost 
the whole Island being divide- up into sugar estates, on the 
majority of which there is only the residence of the proprietors 
or managers and their domestics, the bulk of the population is 
confined to localities which would give a far higher average to 
the square mile than that above. 


The population of Bridgetown and the parish of St. Michael 
was 56,183 on an area of 15 square miles, which gives over 3,700 
to the square mile. 


31. The only other Island under somewhat similar conditions 
in which the population per mile exceeds Barbados is Malta 
(including Gozo and Comino). In 1891 these returned a 
population of 177,225 on an area of 116 square miles, giving an 
average of over 1,500 to the square mile. These figures include 
the garrison, which is 10,000, as against less than 1,000 here, and 
also the crews of sbips in harbour, which last have been deducted 
from the figures for this Island. In the case of Malta if, as is 
generally the case, there were men-of-war in harbour, the figures 
are material. 


32. There is no doubt that our population is increasing at a 
rapid rate; in 1861 it was 152,727; in 1871, 162,042; in 1881, 
171,860; in 1891, 182,306; and the rate of increase may be 
practically put at between 1,000 and 2,000 a year. Unfortunately 
the system of recording vital statistics in the Colony is not at all 
satisfactory ; there is no proper record of births or deaths, but 
only of baptisms and burials instead ; and though the number of 
deaths and burials may here be said to coincide, it by no means 
follows that that holds good of births and baptisms. The 
objection which has been raised to any alteration is based on the 
ground of unnecessary expense, but it keeps us behind many an 
inferior place in this respect. The return of baptisms for 1894 
was 7,281 and of burials 6,367, showing that the increase this 
year could not have been less than between 900 and 1,000, ix 
spite of the high death-rate. Taking the baptisms as births, the 
rate is 2© per 1,000, and the death-rate 34. But this last figure 
was ?onormally large in this year, owing to the severe epidemic of 
typhoid and dysentery which visited the Island during the last 
half of the year, after the termination of the long and disastrous 
drought. The rains, when they did come, were insufficient to 
either carry into the sea the vegetable matter washed down from 
the higher to the lower lands, or to drive the disease-producing 
germ sufficiently deep into the ground to render it innocuous. 
The topographical analysis of the death‘rate during this period is 
instructive. From the highlands of St. John and St. Andrew in 
the interior it rose from 16°7 and 19°6 per 1,000 respectively, to 
33:1 and 45°5 per 1,000 in the low flat districts of Christ Church 
and St. Philip on the coast, the maximum figures being reached 
in the latter. ‘The ordinary death-rate for the whole Island rose 
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to the abnormal figure of 35 per 1,000. As the General 
Hospital in Bridgetown received a great number of typhoid and 
dysentery cases from all over the Island, the death-rate of St. 
Michael’s parish was also raised beyond its fair average to 39°6. 

The mortality was principally among the children and the 
aged; in St. Philip’s two-thirds of the death were infants. 


33. A comparison of the following figures is interesting :-— 


Deuath-rate of Barbados. 


Decade. Rate per 1,000. 
1861-1870 ° ° ~ ° 21°54 
1871-1880 - - - - 33°66 
1881-1890 - - - - 27°01 
1891-1894 - - - - 29°71 
One year 1894 - ~ - - 34°40 


And this with a population increasing at the rate of almost 10 per 
cent, perannum. Had it not been for the providentially low prices of 
flour and breadstufts this year, (See Imports) the result of disease 
and death would have been even more marked amongst our great 
labouring population. To what does this point but the ‘natural 
result of a struggle for existence in an overcrowded and 
ever overcrowding population? It does not mean that Barbados is 
getting less healthy or that there is any fear of its losing its 
reputation for being the healthiest of Her Majesty’s tropical 
possessions, and even of its being able to bear comparison with any 
other place in this respect. It means that nature is exerting 
herself in a very unmistakable way; that the fight for life is 
getting sharper and that when hard times come, and their shadow 
is at our doors, the difficulties will become accentuated. No doubt 
in thedry the weak will disappear before the strong, but experience 
shows that, unless some outlet be found for the surplus abie-bodied 
of the population, the proportion of weak will gradually rise till 
they are not replaced by the strong. To ignore the ultimate 
result of this state of affairs in the physical life of our people is 
impossible, and therefore a solution of the difficulty must be 
found, and in this case the only practical one, and one to which 
nature will respond, is emigration. A Commission has been 
appointed to investigate and report on the best means of securing 
or encouraging the emigration of able-bodied families to other 
Islands in the West Indies where they may find permanent homes 
and be able to cultivate lands with easily marketable products. 

This will form an important subject in next year’s history of the 
Island; in the meantime it is sufficient to draw attention to it 
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here. It would be well if the lower classes of the population here 

would recognise the vital importance to themselves of finding new 

room for the expansion of their vigour. No notion. of obtaining 

this by going away for a few months, leaving their families to look 

after themselves, and returning for a spell to spend their earnings 

in this Island, will help them now, nor by subdividing lands and 

creating petty peasant holdings. This might benefit a few, an 

infinitesimal proportion, but under the conditions of this Island 

which (as far as human intelligence and experience go) can only 

produce one article of general consumption in the world at the 
present time, viz., sugar, the great bulk of the population can 
only live by earning money as labourers and they could not live 

by the produce of their holdings, not even if every estate 
proprietor was dispossessed and the whole Island cut up and divided 
amongst them. ‘Their only chance depends on a regular demand 
for employment, and when the supply exceeds the demand, 

and the lowest limit of life-supporting-wage has been reached. 

emigration in its proper sense, and not as a mere temporary quest: 
after labour, is the true and only solution. As a diffusing centre 
of energy and vigorous intelligence Barbados is unsurpassed 
amongst its neighbours, and the further afield it can send its 
surplus workers and form fresh colonies of Barbadians the higher 
it will raise its name, and thus in fact, as well as in theory, maintain 
its title of the England of the West Indies. 


Savings Bank. 


34, The Barbados Saving Bank, which has been established since 
1852, has proved a most successful institution and by its 
transactions shows the great use which the cowmunity make of it, 
six per cent. of a total population of 187,000, of which by far the 
greater proportion are agricultural labourers, being depositors. 


35. The returns for the past five years show :— 
a ee Tae SS er rees e 


Deposits | Withdrawals 
Year. Number of Amount at during the | during the Invested 
Depositors credit 8 Funds 
P a year. year. ‘ 


£ £ £ £ 
is90- -| 9,716 134,521 106,229 100,773 138,906 
1g91- -| 9,936 128,284 89,565 94,293 128,840 
1892 - -| 10,420 130,419 80,000 80,013 136,778 
1893 - -| 10,944 152,924 101,042 82,196 159,924 
1294 - -| 11,822 157,969 93,810 92,974 165,158 


Pe aS 5 PIS Pe ee ee en eS 
36. The bank allows interest at three per cent., the maximum 
limit to deposits is 300/., and the minimum is one shilling. 
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Friendly Societies. 


37. There are 148 Friendly Societies, the objects of which are 
the usual ones in benefit of the members in sickness and of their 
families in death. 


Ecclesiastical. 


38. The cost of this establishment is unaltered, 10,352/., in 
addition to Denominational grants, 501. to the Roman Catholis, 
400/, to the Moravian, and 7007. to the Wesleyan Churches. 

A new church (St. Cyprian’s) was opened in the Cathedral 
Parish, which is supported by voluntary contributions and served by 
the staff of the Cathedral. 


Education. 


39. The total expenditure under this Head amounted to 
16,7501, as against 16,9802. in 1893. There was an increase, 
however, in 1894 for elementary. education of 3961., although the 
number of schools was less by 12 than in the previous year 
The amount spent on elementary education in 1894 was 
10,4977. 


40. The average attendance of scholars was 15,962, out of a 
total on the rolls of 28,656, or very little more than 50 per cent. 
This falling off in attendance is however in a great measure to be 
attributed to the exceptional epidemics of dysentery and typhoid 
fever from which the Island suffered in the latter part of the year. 
(See Population and Vital Statistics.) 


41. A Commission was appointed by the Governor, having the 
Bishop as its chairman, to inquire into and report on the important 
question of elementary education and especially with relation 
to its ever-increasing demands on the revenue of the Island. The 
report of the Commission has not yet been issued. The report of 
the Inspector of Schools shows a marked improvement in the 
result of the year’s teaching in reading, dictation, and arithmetic, 
(especially the latter). 


42. Higher Grade Schools——There was ap addition to the 
second-grade schools by the opening of the “ Alexandra” school 
for girls in the parish of St. Peter, referred to in the last report. 
This school supplies a want which has long been felt, as the parish 
of St. Peter is some distance from the town, and the fact that there 
were 32 pupils at the school at the close of the year shows that it 
is appreciated. Miss M. 8. Arnold, Undergraduate of London 
University, one of the Staff of the Queen’s College, was appointed 
Head-mistress, and there are two assistant mistresses. The 
other second-grade schools, which are all for boys had. about the 
same number of pupils in the aggregate as at the end of 1893. 
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43. Of the first-grade schools,there was a falling-off at the 
end of the year in the number of pupils as compared with 1893. 
Harrison College from 148 to 133; Queen’s College from 150 to 
140; while the attendance at the Lodge School rose from 48 to 
56 atthe end of the year. Codrington College had only 17 
students at the end of the year. 


44, The curriculum of the first-grade boys’ schools extends 
from an average upper fifth-form standard to the level 
of university scholarship, and comprises Greek and Latin, 
English, French and Mathematics. History (Roman and Greek) 
and Scripture History and selections from the Greek Testament 
are also taught. 


45. At Queen’s College (Girls) the fifth-form do the work for 
the Senior Cambridge Examination and the fourth-form for the 
Junior Cambridge Examination. The curriculum includes 
Religious Knowledge, English in its subjects, French, German, 
Mathematics, Botany, Drawing, and Lectures on Chewistry. 
Lessons are also given in writing and needlework, also in singing 
and drilling. 

46. The reports on the examinations of the higher schools 
furnish evidence that the high standard of the teaching has been 
well maintained and the results of the good teaching at Harrison 
College are apparent in the success of former pupils who have gone 
to the English Universities in obtaining scholarships and honours. 


Imports and Exports. 


47. The total Imports of the Colony during 1894 amounted to 
1,279,3351., of which 507,534/. came from the United Kingdom, 
227,514. from British Colonies, and 544,2870. from Foreign 
Countries. 


48. A comparison with the previous four years 1890-93 
shows :— 


Foreign 


United | British 
Countries. 


Year. Total. Kingdom. Co onies. 


— nT aan 1 


: & £ £& £ 

1890 = -| 1,198,724 508,698 213,256 471,770 
1891 - - -| 1,067,617 432,637 207,186 427,794 
1892 = - - | 1,081,572 469,318 195,855 416,399 
1898 - “ -| 1,872,537 583,086 954,404 585,047 
iad4: ps . - | 1,279,335 507,834 227,514 544,287 
Average for four years, 

1890-93 - -| 1,178,862 498,435 217,675 462,752 


enc Se 
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The total imports for 1894, although 98,7527. below those of 1893, te ks ab 


were considerably above the average for the previous four 
years. 

In 1893 an alteration was made at the Customs Office in the 
method of valuing goods imported for statistical purposes, the 
charges for freight, &c., being added to the prime cost, which had 
been given in previous years. This accounts for the apparent 
sudden increase in values in 1893-94. While slightly disturbing 
the average for the period given above, this will in a few years 
rectify itself. 


49. The falling-off in imports from the United Kingdom during 
1894 compared with 1893 occurs in :— 


£ 
Raw material - - - - 24,044 
Manufactured material - “ - 70,294 
Bullion - - ~ - - 631 
94,969 
While there is an increase in :— 
Live-stock, foods, &c. - - - 19,414 
Or a net falling-off of - - - 15,555 
Under British Colonies there is a falling-off in :— 
£ 
Live-stock and foods, &c. —- - - 18,246 
Raw material - - - - 2,692 
Bullion - - - - 9,054 
29,992 
While there is an increase in: — 
Manufactured material - - - 4,237 
Or a net falling-off of ~ - ~ 25,755 
Under Foreign countries there was an increase in :— 
= 
Live stock and food - - - - 4,547 
Manufactured material - ~ - 9,032 
13,579 
While there was a falling-off in :— 
Raw material - ~ - - 3,170 
Giving a total increase of - - - 10,409 


50. These figures show that, while there was a total diminution 
of British trade to the amount of 101,3102, there was an increase 
of 10,4092. in that with Foreign countries. ; 
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51. Live Stock, &c.—There were a total number of 3,534 oxen, 
sheep, and pigs, imported as against 3,654 in 1893. The oxen 
came principally from the Foreign West Indies, Porto Rico, &c., 
the sheep from the United States, and pigs (only a small number), 
from British North America. 

There were 1,150 horses, asses, and mules imported as against 
899 in 1893. Horses came principally from British North 
America, asses from Foreign West Indies, and mles from t he 
United States and Uruguay; those from the latter place being 
under the value of. 122 10s. each. 


52. Food Stuffs——The total value of the principal articles of 
food consumption other than liquor and tobacco amounted in 1893 
to 454,6731, and in 1894 to 428,403/. 

Flour fell greatly in price from 12 11s. 74d. per barrel in 1893 
to 18s. per barrel in 1894 (freight included) and this import rose 
from 69,660 barrels in 1893, value 115,3741, to 90,986 barrels, 
value 81,887/.,in 1894, There was to some extent a corresponding 
change in the value of biscuits and breadstuffs and a consequent 
rise in the quantity imported. The amounts imported were, in 
1893, 4,747,724 lbs., value 28,506/.; in 1894, 6,225,924 lbs., value 
34,2432, 

The imports of bacon, beef, and pork show an increase for 1894 
of 304,503 lbs., value 7,2110. ; while there is a large falling-off in 
salt and pickled fish of nearly 10,000/., showing a natural appre- 
ciation of our population for the better description of food when 
the price comes within their reach. 

There was a large increase in corn and maize, principally for 
stock ; owing to the prolonged drought, fodder of all sorts becoming 
very scarce in this year :— 


1893.—6,266,434 lbs., value, 25,8491. 
1894,—11,092,245 lbs., value, 44,369/. 


Hay and Straw. 


£ 
1893 - - - - - - 6,106 
1894 - - - - - - 8,666 


58. Of Foodstuffs, the United Kingdom supplied us with the 
larger quantities of butter, salt, tea, cocoa (prepared). 

The British Colonies, British North America, with fish (salted 
and pickled.) 

‘British West Indies, sugar (muscovado), molasses, coffee, (a 
large quantity also came from the United States), cocoa 
(unground). 

India, Rice. 

Foreign Countries.—United States, bacon (in 1893 the larger 
proportion came from the United Kingdom), beef, pork, margarine, 
lard, cheese, biscuits, flour, corn-meal, corn and maize, grain, oats, 
hay and straw, sugar (crystalized and refined). 
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Foreign West Indies Sugar (vacuum pan), Coffee (the larger 
quantity from British West Indies). 


_ 64, Liguors.—-The total value of Liquor imported was, in 1893, 
27,7021., in 189+, 30,6771. 

There was an increase in quantities in Malt, Brandy, Whisky, 
(and Liqueurs), Wine in Wood, and a decrease in Gin and Wine 
in bottles. 

The bulk of the imports of Liquor came from the United 
Kingdom. 


55. Tobacco—(All kinds.) Total quantity imported, the bulk 
being from the United States :— 


1893. 209,571 lbs. ; value 9,6822, 
1894, 181,761 ]bs.; value 9,125/. 


Exports. 


56. The total value of the exports from the Colony in 1894 
was 984,512/.; of which 772,003/. were the produce or manufac- 
tures of the Island, and 212,509/. British, Foreign and cther 
Colonial produce and manufactures. 


57. A comparison of the five years from 1890 to 1894 inclusive 
shows :— 


Produce or Manu- 


Year, factures of the British, ai a z Total. 
Colony. is 
ar Eee eee Coo 
£ £ £ 
1890 ° 1,040,720 163,670 1,204,390 
1891". = ° 621,014 193,241 814,255 
1892 - 751,924 174,649 926,573 
1893 “ . 1,030,513 212,570 1,243,083 
1894 - F 772,008 212,509 984,512 
a cake 
I. 


The Produce or Manufactures of the Island, 


58. The principal, one might really say the sole, product of the 
Island is Sugar, with its resultants, Molasses and Rum. 


I 87700. 
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The exports of Sugar for the years 1890 to 1894 were :— 


Year. | Muscovado. Dry. | Total, | Value. 
Tons. Tons. Tons, & 

1890 - - 81,868 3,393 85,261 869,575 

189l - - 48,186 2,361 50,547 509,285 

1892 - - 56,619 2,630 59,249 605,640 

1893 - ° 68,517 8,640 67,157 851,780 

1894 - - 62,175 | 3,047 65,222 616,253 


a 


59. It may be of use to see the direction of this trade during the 
above period as shown by the shipments of sugar and molasses to 
the various markets of the world. 


Sugar. 
United Kingdom. British reset a oe British 
Year. 
Muscovado. Dry. Muscovado. | Dry. 


(continued.) 
pe als EE EL EER. ERE ET Re ae eer Pierrot, a ee a a Se 


United States. Foreign Countries. Export Value. 
Year. 
Muscovado. Dry. Muscovado. Dry. Per Ton. 
| 

Tons. Tons Tons. Tons. 2 6. d. 

1890 - 71,576 51 325 Nil. 10 0 O 
1891 - 42,688 Nil. 22 Nil. 10 0 O 
1892 - 47,220 417 110 Nil. 10 0 Ov 
1893 S 56,092 97 341 Nil. 12 10 O 
1894 - 50,125 Nil. 61 1 9 5 0 
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Molasses. 


‘ British Possessions ; : 
United and Bavish United Foreign 


Export Value. 


oe Kingdom. | north Aenieied, States. { Countries. 
Puns. Puns. Puns. Puns. |PerPuncheon. 

£3. <d. 
1890 ~ 830 43,623 5,351 1,513 3 0 0 
1891 - 103 28,058 2,720 1,417 3 0 0 
1892 - 291 35,353 6,572 752 3 0 0 
1893 - 385 28,757 13,880 352 40 0 
1894 - 1,619 34,125 7,649 165 8 5 0 


60. The export in Rum has arisen from 95 gallons in 1890 to 
12,962 gallons in 1894, A refinery was established in 1893 near 
Bridgetown. The rum is, however, manufactured mainly from 
imported molasses. 

The Rum made in the island and exported in 1894 was 
distributed as follows :— 


United British | British North|,, . Foreign 
Kingdom. | West Indies.| America. Vase Ristet ys Indies.| 70tal. 
Gallons. Gallons. Gallons. Gallons. Gallons. Gallons. 
2,737 4,761 2,219 1,182 2,063 12,962 


It is to be remarked that in 1893 only 26 gallons of rum were 
exported to the United Kingdom, and the sudden increase is no 
doubt to be attributed to the same cause as that to which the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer drew attention in his recent address 
on the Budget to the Imperial Parliament, when he remarks that 
the sudden increase in the imports of Rum into Great Britain was 
co-incident with the Influenza epidemics. 

61. The other products of the Island were hides, value 5562, 
British West Indies took 531/.; Ice, 444 tons, value 888/,, all to 
British West Indies ; vegetables (raw) value 5,566/. British Guiana 
alone took 4,885/. and the other British West Indies 473/.; whale- 
oil, 175 barrels, value 4602, all to Great Britain. 


II. 
Exports other than the Produce of the Colony. 


62. Barbados, from its position, has been always the natural 
centre for distributing commodities imported from abroad 
throughout the neighbouring West Indian Colonies, both English 
and Foreign. This advantage, however, is bemg gradually 
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neutralised by the rapid extension of the steamer traffic calling at 
many of the ports which were in former times dependert on 
communication by sailing vessels, and therefore, as importers in 
many of the Islands are now able to obtain direct delivery of their 
orders, whether large or small, there is less need to look to 
Barbados for their supplies. 


63. A considerable trade, however, still remains in our hands, as 
will be seen by the following figures, The principal articles 
imported and subsequently exported from here are :—animals, 
articles of food and drink, clothing, &c., household requisites, 
hardware, lumber and building materials, grain and fodder, 
manures, &c., miscellaneous. 

64. In 1894 these were distributed between British and Foreign 
West Indian Colonies as follows. It is right to point out, 
however, that these include one or two shipments to the United 
Kingdom, one to France, and to the United States. The total 
of these will not be found to appreciably affect the analysis of the 
trade. 


Exports other than the Produce of the Colony. 


a British West Indies. | Foreign West Indies. 


£ £ 
Animals - - - - 5,783 1,875 
Provisions - - - - | 76,365 22,490 
Liquors - - - - | 7,920 69 
Tobacco - - - - 1,180 3 
Clothing, &c. - - - | 29,220 1,163 
Household Requisites (soap, candles,| 2,545 129 
petroleum, matches). 
Hardware - = - - 4,734 121 
Lumber - - - - | 6,570 716 
Cement, lime and bricks - -| 2,584 239 
Grain and fodder - - - | 11,891 12,695 
Manures - - - - | 11,421 2,529 
Miscellaneous - = = 1,696 314 
Bullion = - - - - | 38,548 (all but 6007. —_ 
to United 
Kingdom. ) 

Whale-oil - - : - —_ 4,709 (United States.) 

165,457 47,052 

a. ers 


Tha as ie 
Total - £212,509 
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65. Analysing the whole trade of Barbados with other countries, 
the order in which they‘come, measured by the amount of business 
done in 1894, was as follows :— . 


Inward Trade. Total Imports.—-1,279,3341, 


£ 

United Kingdom - - 507,534 

United States America - 469,510 

British North America - 110,278 

British West Indies - - 177,888 (British Guiana, 25,5111.) 
South America - - 47,971 

India - - - 38,202 

Foreign West Indies - 18,724 (Dutch Guiana, 1,492) 
Various foreign (aggregate) - 8,083 

Various British - = « J,142 

Outward Trade. Total Exports.—984,51 21. 
£ 

United States America - 503,063 

British West Indies - - 165,658 (British Guiana, 41,5262.) 
British North America - 153,611 

United Kingdom - - 127,444 

Foreign West Indies - 17,432 (Dutch Guiana, 7,9821.) 
South America, (Brazil) - 6,474 

Various foreign (aggregate) - 208 

France - - - 11,622 


66. Finally, taking the countries in the order of total business, 
both inward and outward, we have :— 


Total.—2,263,8461. 


£ 

United States - - 972,573 
United Kingdom - - 634,978 
British North America - 263,889 
British West Indies - - 243,546 
South America - - 53,445 
India - - - 38,202 
Foreign West Indies - - 36,156 
France - - - 11,622 
Various (agyregate) - - 9,435 

£2,263,846 

Shipping. 


67. The total number of vessels arriving and clearing and 
which did business with the Customs House, as distinguished from 
those merely calling and leaving, without discharging or taking in 
cargo, were :— 
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Entered. 
Ce NTS Sere ee a ee a ee es 
Sailing vessels. Steamers. Total. 
Year. 

No. | Tons. No. Tons. No. Tons. 
en ee ne A ee ee ee eee Ca a ee 
1893 - - 905 137,615 324 474,704 1,279 612,313 
1894 - - 850 118,913 337 495,928 | 1,187 614,841 

Cleared. 
Sailing vessels, Steamers. Total. 
Year. 

No. Tons. No. Tons. No. Tons. 
1893" - -| 905 136,663 | 324 475,085 {1,229 611,748 
1894 - - 852 121,477 337 496,094 /|1,189 617,571 


Showing a total increase in tonnage and the gradual displacement 
of the sailing ship by the steamer. 

Of the 850 sailing vessels (118,913 tons) which entered, 722 
(with an aggregate of 71,275 tons) were British; and of the 128 
foreign vessels (47,638 tons) 20 (6,661 tons) were from Great 
Britain. 

Of the 337 steamers (495,928 tons), 123 (204,929 tons) came 
from Great Britain, and 149 (199,276 tons) came from British 
ports in North America or the West Indies. 


68. The above figures are taken from statistics furnished by the 
Custom House, but, as they only deal with vessels doing cargo 
business with the Island, it is useful to see what the total number 
of vessels is which call here, whether bringing or taking away 
cargo, or merely for orders or “ seeking ”; this is obtained from 
the Harbour Master’s returns, from which a five years’ comparison 
is taken. 


Total number Trading 


Year. of ships. Tonnage. Steamers. Tonnage. 
1890 - F 2,475 1,177,169 432 571,989 
1891 - 2 2,089 1,061,789 352 572,780 
1892 - : 2,040 1,076,956 411 597,511 
1893 - - 2,079 1,034,890 386 538,195 
1894 « ¥ 1,808 910,669 403 562,266 


69. These returns, when analysed, give the following numbers 
of vessels belonging to the several countries named. There are a 
few from other countries which are not noticed :— 


Nationality. 


$$ | Of SSCS 


British - : -| 1,656 759,135 1,367 658,645 1,338 | 681,281 1,402 722,685 1,264 | 675,258 
American . 5 s 220 141,742 211 170,330 206 167,333 170 84,406 125 60,155 
Norwegian - - F 311 148,955 261 131,538 283 131,961 256 125,325 205 87,531 
Swedish - . : 56 21,688 48 18,485 - 54 24,133 44 19,662 34 12,884 
Italian - . ‘ = 51 32,621 35 20,264 34 18,970 58 38,453 27 16,233 
German - F : : 57 27,989 44 25,438 46 25,756 45 20,032 36 22,000 
French - - - - 27 10,189 32 12,165 27 12,429 25 10,078 30 10,648 
Dutch - “ wf Pies os ws -_ = a 28 8,466 31 3,598 

: 


‘socyaurg 
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These figures include vessels of all descriptions. The return 
shows a falling off in number and tonnage of vessels of all the 
above nationalities excepting Dutch, which gives a slight increase 
of 3 for 1894 over 1893. 


70. The principal steamer lines calling regularly here are 
the Royal Mail, England to Jamaicaand Colon, and the inter-island 
steamers. This port being the headquarters of the Royal Mail 
Steam Packet Company, and the rendezvous for this fortnightly 
service means that 130 of their steamers arrive and leave the port 
during the year, exclusive of cargo steamers, which may be put at 
12 more, making a total of 50 steamersannually. The importance 
of this to the commercial community and to the many sections 
of the population, to whom money is distributed through a hundred 
channels, cannot be overestimated. The value of the Royal Mail 
alone to the port is not less than 18,000/. per annum. 


The other principal lines are :— 
From England (London) Scrutton (Direct Line) monthly. 
From England (Liverpool) West India and Pacific, morthly. 
From England (Liverpool) Harrisan’s, monthly. 
From United States (New York) Quebec Steamship 
Company. 


From Canada (Halifax) West India Steamship Line. 


The fares (single) to England by Royal Mail are: Ist class, 
from 231. to 321. 2nd class, 182, Average passage, 11 days. 

Quebec Steamship Company to New York, United States: 
ist class, 12/. 10s. to 132 10s. 10a. 3rd class, 62. 5s. Passage 
through the West India Islands, 15 days; and direct, 9 days. 

Quevec Steamship Company to Halifax, Nova Scotia: 1st class 
101. 8s. 4d. 

Royal Mail to Trinidad, West Indies, 3/. 2s. 6d. 

Royal Mail to Demerara, 47. 

Royal Mail to Jamaica, 8/. 10s. 

Royal Mail to Colon (connecting with Pacific routes) 9/. 7s. 6d. 


Gaols and Prisoners. 


71. The total cost of the Prison in 1894 was 4,746/. 16s. 7d. 
as against 4,961. 2s. 9d., in 1893. 


lts. Juveniles. : 

Adults uveniles Daily |Annual cost 

Mn ey | SE Nd Total. 
Male. | Female. Male. Female. Average. | per head. 
£ ¢.- d: 
1893 - 1,681 1,794 43 18 3,536 370 13 8 2 
1894 -| 1,852 1,824 50 10 3,736 356 13 6 8 
cat SA = SE ee ee ee els ee 


72. There were 1,122 punishments in 1894, as against 932 in 
1893. 
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73. During 1894, 10 prisoners were released on ticket-of-leave 
under the mark system, which works satisfactorily. 


Industrial Labour. 


74, One of the principal industries of the prison is the cooperage, 
where hogsheads and puncheons are largely made and purchased 
for the export of Sugar and Molasses. 

The price of a hogshead is 13s. 64d., and a puncheon Qs. 44d. 
In 1894 the cooperage earned 71/. 18s. 9d. net profit, after 
deducting the cost of material, &c. 

Cocoanut-fibre is made in the prison and sold for 232. 10s. 10d. 


= ep ER 8 
The estimated value of labour performed by 
male labour outside the prison, quarrying stone 
and building, was ° - - - 597 10 8 
Inside the prison, Tailor’s Shop - - - 8 8 8 
ioe Wis a Blacksmith - - a OT 18 4 
704 12 8 
Eovat val, 
Female Labour, fibre-making - - - 4515 7 
2» » Laundry - - - 152 0 0 
197-15 4 


The prison bakery supplied 104,342 Ibs. of bread to the 
prison, the lunatic asylum, and the leper asylum, at a total cost of 
668/. 3s. 4d., which, compared with the ordinary price of bread, 
effected a saving of 636/. 2s. 2d. in the year. 

75. ‘The health of the prison was good, 54 cases being treated 
in hospital ; two deaths occurred. 


Dodds Reformatory. 


76. The number of boys in the Reformatory at “Dodds” on 
the 1st January 1894 was 119. The admissions during the year 
were 30, and 26 were discharged, leaving 123 inmates on the 
31st December 1894. 

The boys are principally employed in cultivating the land 
round the reformatory in experimental cane cultivation, under 
the superintendence of Mr. J. R. Bovell, F.L.S., who is also the 
curator of the botanical station. The different varieties of cane 
most suitable to the soil and climate of the Island are tested here 
with different manuring processes in order to ascertain the best 
return that can be obtained. These experiments are of great 
practical value to the planters and many avail themselves of the 
advantage to obtain plant canes from the Institution. A special 
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study of the sugar-cane fungus disease ( Zrichospheria Sacchari 
Mass.) was made at the reformatory by Mr. Bovell, who also 
examined into the subject closely at Kew, with the director and 
his staff, during his absence on leave to England this year. 


A report on the subject was issued by a Commission to 
investigate the question and the matter will form an item in the 
legislation of 1895, 


77. The total cost of the reformatory for 1894, including 
salaries, was 1,757/. 7s, 44d., and the average cost per boy per 
annum was 14/. 14s. 3d. The discipline and management of this 
Institution leaves nothing to be desired, exvept that it would be a 
good thing for the island if it was capable of receiving a much 
larger number of boys. The only point which is not quite 
satisfactory is the difficulty in providing honest means of livelihood 
for the boys when they have completed their term of restraint and 
are discharged to find their own living. This point deserves more 
attention than has hitherto been given to it. 


Hospitals and Poor Relief, 


78. The relief of the suffering and destitute is a burden which 
the Colony has boldly faced and generously undertaken, and little 
remains to be done but to take care that the large contributions 
of the taxpayers to this object be guided into the proper channels 
of relief and that improvements in detail be effected whenever 
opportunity presents itself and funds allow. 

79. The three Institutions which are supported either wholly or 
partly by the general revenue are :— 


The general hospital, under a board of management, 

The lunatic asylum, and the leper asylum, or lazaretto, 
each under a superintendent, subject to the control of the Governor 
in executive committee, 


80. The other Institutions which are supported entirely by the 
local or parochial funds are the parish almshouses and dispensaries, 
which are under the board of guardians appointed by the vestries 
of each parish. 

81. The average yearly expenditure on the three Government 
institutions is 14,1701. and of the parochial institutions 17,8952, 
or a total of 32,0651. representing an expediture of about 3s. 6d, 
per head on a population of 185,000, a very serious burden on any 
community. 

82. The total cost of the general hospital in 1894 was 6,433. 
The daily average number of inmates 22]. The number of cases 
treated in the wards 3,393, 1,205 cases were admitted from the 
outlying parishes, cases cured 2,031, deaths 232 (68 per cent. of the 
cases treated). The number of out-patients treated was 20,729. 


83. The cost of the lunatic asylum was 5,684l. The daily 
average number of inmates was 317. There is a steady increase 
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in the number of cases admitted to the lunatic asylum. The 
registers on 31st December show as follows :-— 
3lst December, 1889, 274, 
3 : 1890, 281, | These include patients 


ts - 1891, 317. allowed to go on visits to 
aa i 1892, 347. their relations, though not 
‘s Hl 1893, a discharged as cured. 

6 55 1894, 361. 


84. The cost of the leper asylum was 2,783/. The daily 
average of inmates was 116, and the admissions for the year 22. 

85. The total expenditure of the parochial authorities on poor 
relief amounted to 18,045/. which is divisible under the following 
heads : — 


Medical staff, servants, and miscellaneous 7,478/. 
Maintenance of inmates of almshouses 17,2472 411 parishes 
Outdoor relief - - “ 3,3201. 


£18,045 


The expenditure in the parish of St. Michael’s almshouse is, of 
course, very much greater than in any other, the daily average 
of inmates in the almshouse being nearly 300, while that in 
St. Lucy does not exceed 30. The report of the Poor Law 
Inspector points to the satisfactory improvement in the management 
of the almshouses generally, and the establishment of ambulance 
apparatus in some of them. It were well if these were obtained 
by all and then much suffering in the transport of accident cases 
would be saved. The inspector unceasingly directs the attention of 
the parochial authorities to the necessity for avoiding the confusion 
between indiscriminate charity and the real relief of the destitute 
or suffering, and probably still more economy could be exercised 
in this respect. On the whole, the several Institutions are in a 
very satisfactory condition and are a credit to any Colony. 


Meteorological. 


86. The mean barometric pressure was 29-937 inches, the 
highest recorded being 30:014 inches in Marchand the lowest, 
29°849 inches, in November. 

The highest temperature was 88°4° Fahrenheit in September 
and the lowest 64°, in February. 


Mean temperature for the year 79:9° with a mean range of 
16°8°. 


87. The year 1894 was phenomenal for the long periods of dry 
weather and the steady continuance of the South-east trade 
beyond its ordinary limit. 

From the records of the observations which are very carefully 
taken at the botanical station at Dodds in the parish of St. 
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Philip, it is found that the total rainfall of the Island for the year 
was less than 40 inches and this was distributed over a total 
number of 143 days on which rain fell. So lowa rainfall has not 
been experienced for several years. The minimun of rain fell in 
May, Jess than one inch (‘73), the maximum in September, 11°46 
inches, 

The rainfall records for 1892 show 75°43 inches in 202 days, and 
for 1893, 58°LO inches in 193 days. 

Before 1892 the returns are irregularly published in the Blue 
Book. 


88. During the year 1894 a more complete system of getting 
meteorological returns was organized. (bservations are now 
daily recorded at the Commercial Hall in Bridgetown, the 
Botanical Station at Dodds, and at the Light-house at Ragged 
Point, on the Eastern side where the wind and state of the sea are 
registered. These observations are collated and forwarded every 
month to the Hydrographical Department of the United States at 
Washington, which supplies the forms and makes use of the 
information in its monthly publications. From its position, to the 
East or Windward of the other West Indian Islands, Barbados 
would form an extremely valuable observing station, especially 
during the season when hurricanes may be expected. On the 
first intimation of the approach of a cyclone, its position and 
direction would be telegraphed through the Islands, und to the 
Hydrographical Office at Washington, which is in constant 
communication with its stations on the American Coast. 

In 1893 the first intimation of three cyclones, two of which 
caused immense damage both on land and at sea, along the coasts 
of the Atlantic, was sent from the Leeward Islands and enabled 
timely warning to be given in front of the passage of the storm 
at other places along its course. It would bea wise thing if a 
system of observing stations were organised throughout all the 
Islands, ensuring uniformity in the time and method of observing, 
which is very important if the work is to be of practical value. 
The Government of Martinique has established a regular observing 
station and the Governor of that Colony suggested the establishment 
of a similar station here and the systematic interchange of 


information. 


89. The subject of observing stations throughout the West 
Indian Islands appears to have been raised at one time, but 
appears to have been lost sight of, probably on the ground of the 
expense of fitting them up with the proper instruments (the cost 
of upkeep after the first outlay is trifling), When anyoneconsiders 
what can be saved or lost by the foreknowledge of a hurricane, 
whether at sea or on land, there can be no doubt that expenditure 
in this direction may be a very good investment. 

90. The fact that no cyclone of any importance has visited this 


Island since 1831 has, it is to be feared, tilled the people with the 
false belief that we are situated outside the hurricane line, and no 
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doubt year after year we have heard of cyclones forming and 
passing to the north and west of us, but there is no real founda- 
tion for this theory and as a matter of fact, we are liable in any 
year to be visited with disaster trom this source of danger. 
Indeed, in October of the year under report (1894), a cyclone 
passed to the south of this Island, but fortunately its area was as 
yet small and no very serious damage was done; the principal 
sufferers were the occupants of little wooden shanties, which were 
blown away; and the Legislature immediately voted a sum of 
1,000/. for their relief. The Police Force acted admirably in 
collecting information, which enabled the parochial boards of 
guardians, to whom the distribution of the money was entrusted, 
to relieve promptly and judiciously. Experience has too often 
shown how money can be wasted in indiscriminate distributions in 
such cases, but in the present case the result was satisfactory. 

Several of the fishing boats were blown away to sea, but most of 
them reached other Islands and very few lives were lost. 


General. 


91. The cane cultivation suffered severely from the drought, the 
effect of which will be acutely felt in the output for 1895. In 
many places the young canes were so dried up that they had to be 
dug up and the land left fallow until it could be replanted with 
provisions (sweet potatoes, &c.). These became very scarce during 
the drought, and the labouring classes would have suffered very 
much more had not the prices of flour and breadstuffs from the 
United States been lower than they had ever been before. 

The canes, weakened by the want of rain, were more vigorously 
attacked by the “moth,” “ weevil,” and “shot-borers,” three 
distinct species of the cane-borers, while the fungus disease, about 
which there are differences of opinion even amongst the scientific 
world, which attacks the roots and stems of the cane, made rapid 
and fatal progress. The Director of the Royal Gardens at Kew 
(with whose assistance Mr. Bovell, Curator of the botanical station 
and superintendent of Dodds Reformatory, where agricultural 
experiments are being continually carried on, made a thorough 
investigation of the disease), gave the most emphatic advice that 
the Government should take early and energetic steps to cope with 
its rapid spread, and a Commission appointed for the purpose of 
recommending what remedial measures could best be adopted 
continued this work with the object of getting a bill dealing with 
the subject before the Legislature during the ensuing year. 


92. Another effect of the drought was to greatly reduce the 
water supply in the rural districts, and this materially hastened 
the “water question” to its final culmination. (See remurixs 
under “ Legislation.” } 


93. Though the statistics for 1895, will undoubtedly show a very 
serious falling off in the trade of the Colony, due to the 
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temporary check caused by the short crop of 1894, there 
is no reason to fear for the progress of the island or 
of its sound position in the financial world. Economy and 
prudence will be necessary in dealing with public as well as private 
concerns, but no reasonable opportunity of effecting inprovement 
in any direction should be avoided or overlooked because there is 
for the moment a strain on resources which in the case of this 
island have always proved equal to an emergency. 
G. Rutuven Le Hunts, 


Barbados, May 31, 1895. Colonial Secretary. 
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No. 123. 
BASUTOLAND. 


[For Report for 1892-938, see Colonial Report (Annual) No. 89.] 


Sir W. G. Cameron to the MArQuEss or Ripon. 


Government House, Cape Town, 
My Lorp Marauzess, September 1, 1894. 

I wave the honour to transmit, for your Lordship’s 
information, a copy of a despatch from the Acting Resident 
Commissioner of Basutoland, enclosing the Annual Reports on 
the Territory for the year to 30th June last. 

These reports require little comment from me. There have 
been the usual proportion of disputes between minor chiefs, which 
have been satisfactorily settled by Mr. Lagden and his officers, 
to whom credit is due for their efforts in every branch of the 
administration. On the difficulties which have arisen between the 
Paramount Chief and his brother Maama I have addressed your 
Lordship in separate despatches. 

I desire, however, to express to your Lordship my appreciation of 
the loyal co-operation afforded by the Government and officers of 
the Orange Free State in the suppression of the illicit liquor traffic, 
and I would be glad to receive an expression of your Lordship’s 
acknowledgments for communication to his Honour the State 
President. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) |W. G. Cameron, General, 
Administrator and High Commissioner. 


Resident Commissioner’s Office, 

Sir, Basutoland, August 8, 1894. 

I wave the honour to transmit to your Excellency a report 
upon British Basutoland for the year ended 30th June 1894, 
covering copies of report by the Acting Government Secretary, 
enclosing those of the Assistant Commissioners and Medical 
Officers in duplicate. 

I 83800. Wt, 20348, 
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2. In my last Annual Report I alluded to the character 
displayed by Lerothodi since his assumption of the office of 
Paramount Chief, of some of the difficulties that beset him, and of 
his partiality for drink. In tracing the features of the past twelve 
months, I am glad to begin by stating that Lerothodi has, to the 
best of my belief, made a powerful effort to eschew liquor himself 
and to co-operate in checking and punishing the introduction of 
it. He has at times been tempted by others to give way, but the 
occasions have been comparatively few. 


He has had again to contend with considerable opposition from 
a large section of younger brothers, led by Masupha, whose aim. 
may have been to wean themselves from the Paramount Chief’s 
authority and clutch at independence. But there is nothing 
extraordinary in such aspirations. It is quite natural that the 
Chiefs of a present generation should aspire to assert themselves, 
in view of the fact that a younger generation of the Paramount 
House are coming on who might be expected in time to endeavour 
to supersede their elders:in the same way that the sons of Letsie 
supplanted the sons of Moshesh. 


Throughout the year there has been a running vein of unrest 
pervaded by this idea, the object of Lerothodi being possibly to 
circumscribe the rights of his juniors and of his juniors to establish 
themselves more firmly. A petition, in July 1893, addressed to 
Sir M. Clarke for transmission to the High Commissioner, setting 
forth the grievances of the younger sons against Lerothodi, signed 
by many of them, as well as by Masupha, was illustrative of the 
general drift of feeling at that time. The Chief Jonathan Molapo, 
whose powerful influence for good can be usefully exerted, holds 
aloof to a great extent from tribal affairs and assumes a laissez 
faire attitude. 


3. The first political event of consequence was the renewal of 
a dispute of some years’ standing, relative to a reed-bed and other 
rights adjacent to Masupha’s village at Thaba Bosigo. The land 
in dispute came originally within the rights given to Theko, third 
son of Letsie ; but by tacit consent Masupha had for years exercised 
chieftainship over this land and sought to make it perpetual in the 
interests of his own children. To this Theko objecied, being 
supported by Lerothodi and the elder branch of the family, while 
Masupha enlisted the sympathy of Maama and some of the younger 
sons. <A good deal of unnecessary clamour was raised over it, guns 
were taken up, and the Paramount Chief compromised the situation 
by prematurely announcing a decision without hearing the parties 
who had appealed to him. Simultaneously, Masupha cut and 
seized the reeds in a demonstrative manner. The matter was then 
deposited in my hands, whereupon I dismissed those under arms 
and summoned a Pitso of parties concerned, together with other 
Chiefs and Councillors. My object was, by family deliberation 
to induce a mutual settlement. This was successful. Theko 
publicly agreed to let Masupha continue during lifetime the rights 
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he had been tacitly allowed to exercise, without prejudice to his 
(Theko’s) proprietary rights. 


4, Following upon the settlement of the preceding matter, there 
ensued several months of continuous friction between the 
Paramount Chief Lerothodi and Maama regarding land questions 
where their respective tenements lay contiguous to each other. 

At a Pitso of the nation held by Sir M. Clarke in June 1893, 
it was decided that a certain locality known as Korokoro pertained 
to the chair of the Paramount Chief and that any rights acquired 
by Maama within this locality during Letsie’s lifetime were only 
tenant rights. Korokoro was, however, the name of a stream as 
well as of a tract of country. The expression was ambiguous and 
disputes arose as to the definition of its area. People living 
adjacent were employed as tools to foment quarrels, and eventually 
an acute stage was reached about new year, feelings running high 
between the adherents of the respective parties. Atthis juncture, 
Lerothodi complained strongly of violations by Maama of a 
recognised boundary in the mountains, and he begged me to send 
an officer with him to inspect it and verify the complaint. I did 
so; but a body of armed|men provided by Bereng, with Lerothodi’s 
knowledge, followed the inspecting party surreptitiously, and upon 
their presence at the rear of Maama becoming known to that Chief 
he hurriedly flew to arms and prepared for attack. Lerothodi 
thereupon charged Maama 


(1.) With arming to resist him ; 

(2.) With refusing to obey summons to the Paramount Chief’s 
court. 

(3.) With violating the mountain boundary. 


Meanwhile, both chiefs recruited their followings, who rallied 
under arms in close proximity to each other, and it was feared that 
at any moment a large section of the nation would have been 
convulsed in civil war. Cattle were captured on both sides and 
recriminations followed, though no blood was spilt. I had previously 
admonished Maama for non-obedience to the Paramount Chief’s 
summons, and he had replied that he feared to face his brother’s 
court while it was armed. I then offered to lead him to the court; 
whereupon he went and submitted himself as directed. This was 
the course I had worked for. Lerothoui then sent to me to say 
that, there being considerable forces in the field beyond control, he 
appealed to me to take matters over as they were “ too heavy” for 
him. I accepted the appeal and proceeded to dismiss the people 
to their homes. Subsequently I summoned a Pitso of all the 
principal people in the nation to meet in Council. 

In finally dealing with the matter after three days’ exhaustive 
evidence, I adjudged that :— 

(J.) Although Maama behaved in a contumacious and irritable 

manner in not responding quietly to the Paramount 
Chief’s summons, he eventually went and the Paramount 
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Chief should have made allowance for contumacy 
characteristic of the tribe in such cases. : 

(2.) That the violation ofthe mountain boundary by Maama 
had been, according to the evidence before me, condoned 
if not sanctioned, by Lerothodi when, perhaps, under the 
influence of drink. 

(3.) That the initial taking up of arms by Maama was conduced 
by Lerothodi’s own action in conniving at the secret, 
expedition by Bereng’s armed contingent; and, as I 
regarded this appeal to arms in ¢£o serious a light and so 
liable to bring the whole nation into trouble and contempt, 
I imposed a nominal fine of twenty head of cattle upon 
the Paramount Chief for having led the way without 
authority, and a fine of fifteen cattle upon Maama as being 
culpable in a less degree. These fines were immediately 
naid. 

As it may appear unusual to have subjected the Paramount 
Chief to such a punishment, I must observe that he had,. acting 
upon bad advice, injudiciously placed himself in court through 
personal conflicts with his junior. I had supported him firmly in 
all lawful ways, but could not do so in doubtful action calculated to 
lead to civil war. It would have been easy to let him go at Maama, 
but it was hard to see where this would end and the remedy, 
without strong justification and cautious administration, might have 
been worse than the disease. If the warnings of Her Majesty’s 
Government for a series of years to the nation to avoid unauthorised 
appeals to arms but to seek settlements in Courts had any meaning, 
I was bound to emphasize, in the case of the Paramount Chief, 
the danger of his setting a fatal example, more especially as he had 
sought to draw the Government covertly to his side in a course 
that it had perpetually condemned, which, had it succeeded, may 
have stultified our policy and hazarded our bond fides in 
sanctioning violence, as premature as unnecessary, while matters 
were sub judice. Though condemning Maama’s irritating and 
contumacious attitude, and believing that it contributed mainly to 
the disturbance and may yet require summary treatment, I could 
not approve Lerothodi’s method of action. 


5. Presumably, one of the things we should lay ourselves out to 
do in time is to teach the chiefs in whom we repose confidence that 
their words should be worthy of trust, more particularly in the 
case of the Paramount Chief. He is in many respects a good 
and strong man and has much in his character to command respect, 
though impulsive and liable to be led by certain indiscreet 
councillors who have displaced Letsie’s old courtiers. But since 
the custom of “eating up” indiscriminately has been eradicated, 
the Paramount Chief has felt the loss of power it gave and has 
depended entirely upon Government to support him in dealing 
with tribal cases of a troublesome nature. 

Government has of late years, therefore, been concerned, in the 
interests of peace and national order, to treat considerably more 
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of tribal matters, and been compelled to assume greater respon- 
sibilities, though the rule is invariably to make every possible 
effort at domestic settlement before our intervention or acceptance 
of appeals. Domestic quarrels must, of course, be expected in 
every tribe and family. 


6. Several tribal disputes other than those above mentioned, 
affecting chieftainship and land, were adjusted by Government 
officers during the year. Though intertribal violence was 
occasionally threatened, no casualty actually occurred. 


7. A good deal of friction arose in Quthing District, owing 
principally to a section of minor chiefs cherishing an idea that 
the district was entirely reserved for the old loyals and original 
residents, and refusing to assist in finding room for the rising 
generation in the country to live upon, or to recognise the 
authority of the Chief N’Kwebe, a son of Letsie, appointed in 
1884 as the responsible Native head of the district. The land 
question in Basutoland, as eisewhere, is absorbing. The population 
is growing and the land available for cultivation is incommen- 
surate with the natural expansion, This and other matters at 
Quthing regarding the Government reserve were dealt with by 
myself and the Paramount Chief, after careful deliberation, upon 
bases that appeared most practicable and upon lines of continuous 
policy. 

8. There is no questionable doubt that Basutoland of to-day 
is conspicuous for the absence of “smelling out,” witchcraft, and 
similar barbarous institutions. There is a visible inclination to 
divorce most of the savage customs characteristic of the Kaffir, and 
if no material progress can be indicated in detail in any single year 
there are fair tokens of it in the demands for technical education 
and the desire to be law-abiding. 

The Basutu may be credited with superior and developing 
intelligence, industrious habits, and eagerness to guard themselves 
against causes of complaint on the part of neighbouring States. 
Guidance and encouragement at this stage appear to me more 
necessary than ever, perhaps. 

It may be borne in mind that the male population performs all 
the hard work of ploughing, weeding, and harvesting the enérmous 
area under cultivation, that a good number are engaged ‘in tech- 
nical work in the country, several hundreds are employed on roads 
and other public works, in addition to which some 20,000 obtained 
passes to labour in foreign territories. 


9. Ia February last, I proceeded to Cape Town, in charge of the 
Paramount Chief Lerothodi, upon a visit of courtesy at the invitation 
of his Exceliency the High Commissioner. When all was arranged 
to start, Lerothodi informed me that he had been warned by many 
tha it would be unsafe for him to respond to the High Commis- 
sioner’s invitation, es it was contemplated to transport him tc 
Robben Island. I overcame his doubts upon the subject after 
some little difficulty, and he expressed his determination to rely 
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Vasutotann. rather upon the word of Government than the fears of his peopie. 


1893-94, 


eee 


Several influential chiefs and representatives accompanied him, 
and the party were much impressed with the sights Sir Henry Loch 
had been good enough to provide for them. 

Their conduct during the whole journey through the Orange 
Free State and Cape Colony was most exemplary. We were 
much indebted to those Governments for facilitating the transport 
of the large party. 


10. I am glad to say that the liquor traffic has considerably 
abated. ‘Thanks to the co-operation of neighbouring landdrosts, 
several gangs of smugglers and canteen keepers on the border 
have been suppressed, and our police, who patrolled 23,680 miles, 
have, under guidance of the Assistant Commissioners, succeeded 
in bringing many persons engaged in illicit trade to justice. We 
found it necessary to establish fixed camps occasionally at 
notorious centres. Local chiefs lent a ready hand to the police, 
and their missions were successful. There is a class of “poor 
whites” living adjacent to our border who eke out a precarious 
living by liquor and gun-running. They have no land and little 
property, and in many cases act as the mediums of stock thieving, 
on both sides, for which the Basuto are often blamed. 


11. Trade generally has been indifferent. The closing of the 
big consuming markets to Basutoland cereals resulted in 
accumulation of heavy grain stocks, which, until they circulate, 
militate against mercantile exchange. 

Proposals on the part of the Orange Free State to tax our 
grain in transit through that territory, though contrary to the 
provisions of the Customs Convention, caused alarm amongst the 
trading community. 

It does not appear to be understood that the grain in Basutoland 
is purchased by traders who are entirely supported by leading 
firms of merchants resident in the Orange Free State and Cape 
Colony in exchange for merchandise, the manufacture of Great 
Britain, imported from these territories through Cape ports. 
Any attempt, therefore, to boycott Basutoland grain must re-act 
against the said merchants. The Basuto do not export grain 
at all nor do they hoard money, but expend the value of their 
grain immediately upon imported goods. 

It may be further stated that Free State subjects do a thriving 
business, amongst other things, in riding transport from Basutoland, 
bartering lime, salt and other commodities, and in cattle dealing 
largely, all under free licences. These are reciprocal advantages, 
which those who would stifie our grain trade should take into 
account as factors in the question affecting the interests of their 
own countrymen. 


12. The late crops promised remarkably well, but wheat alone 
reached an average. Mealies and kaffir corn were retarded by 
tow continuous rains and then fell a prey to early frost. Through 
the enterprise of Mr. Kennan, Assistant Commissioner, Mafeteng, 
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and an energetic committee of traders in that district, a most Basurozanp. 


successful agricultural show, the first in Basutoland, was held in 
May. last. The list of exhibits comprised wheat and mealies of 
sorts, kailir corn, forage, potatoes, pony stallions, mares, riding 
horses, draught oxen, cows, and woo!. The show was encouraged 
by Government and is calculated to improve class of grain as well 
as quality of stock. 


13. Several applications for mining concessions by speculators 
have again been made and refused. The Paramount Chief 
signified, on behalf of himself and the nation, the desire that none 
be granted. 


14. Statistics show a decrease of crime in the country, though a 
slight increase of homicide cases arising from quarrels at “ feasts.” 
But such cases are immediately reported and tried in our 
courts. 

In the suppression of crime and bringing of criminals to justice, 
the chiefs have continued to behave well. It is worthy of record, 
again, that every head of stolen stock actually traced into 
Basutoland has been recovered and the thieves brought to 
justice. 


15. A substantial increase in the volume of exports and an in- 
crease in the value of imports is recorded. In addition to the 
199,283 bags of grain exported, it may be noted that a large 
quantity is traded direct for goods at stores within the Orange 
Free State border. This is believed to represent considerable 
value and affects to some extent the volume of imports and exports, 
though, as it is a daily retail trade, no account is taken of it. 


16. Hospital work has been well maintained under the various 
medical officers, whose returns show 31,115 attendances. It has 
been decided to impose a small charge in future as a contribution 
towards the heavy cost of medicines. This may decrease the 
attendances next year, but is calculated to promote greater 
efficiency. 

Although the health of the country has been good, an epidemic 
of small-pox broke out in Leribe district. It was introduced by 
certain natives under treatment at an Orange Free State lazaretto 
who broke quarantine and propagated the disease amongst several 
villages in Basutcland before they were intercepted. Imme- 
diate steps were then taken to isolate the patients and enforce strict 
quarantine of affected areas, and certain headmen who concealed 
the facts for a few days were afterwards made to contribute to- 
wards cost of blankets and clothing destroyed by Government 
under the process of disinfection. By these measures, the disease 
was checked and prevented from spreading. Vaccination is being 
largely carried on. There is little or no prejudice against it. 

‘The medical officers are of opinion that the ratio of syphilis 
to the population is steadily decreasing, and that it and kindred 
diseases are readily yielding to the treatment afforded in this 
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territory. An exhaustive report upon leprosy in Basutoland is in 
course of preparation, the history of each separate case being care- 
fully recorded. This will enable us to ascertain the extent of the 
disease in the country and will, it is hoped, form a valuable con- 
tribution to the investigations now being carried on in South 
Africa, at the instance of the Cape Government, to whom a copy 
of the report will be furnished. 


17. Extension of the telegraph system to Mafeteng gives us 
another link with the outer world and facilitates territorial 
communications. 


18. Efforts made last year to limit within reasonable bounds 
the period of collection of Hut Tax were so far successful that 
within two months from beginning the bulk of the Tax was paid 
in, 


19. The missionaries of various denominations continue to 
carry on with success their useful and meritorious work of educa- 
tion. Government encourages in all possible ways the teaching of 
trades and industrial work, and Basuto boys fairly proficient are 
to be found at work in many parts. 

The French Protestant Society sustained a heavy loss in the 
death of the Rev. A. Mabille, who for thirty years laboured inde- 
fatigably to improve the minds and morals of the people. He 
introduced a printing press at Morija and educated many to 
manipulate in English, Dutch, and Sesuto. He was also the 
author of the Bible in Sesuto, together with other valuable books 
of an educational nature which bring the Sesuto language within 
comparatively easy reach. 

A separate report on education will be transmitted. 


20. I beg again to draw attention to the reports in detail of 
the Acting Government Secretary and other officers of the 
administration whose services continue to be effective and 


valuable. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) G. Y. Laeprn, 
Acting Resident Commissioner. 


Resident Commissioner’s Office, 
Srr, Basutoland, August 7, 1894. 
I nave the honour to submit the accompanying district 
reports on Basutoland for the year ended 30th June 1894, viz. :— 
Assistant Commissioner, Leribe. 
Do. Berea, 
Do. Maseru. 
Do. Mafeteng, 
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Assistant Commissioner, Mohale’s Hoek. oe 
Do. Quthing. 


Officer in charge, Qachas Nek. 
The Principal Medical Officer. 
Medical Officer, Maseru. 


Do. Leribe, 
Do. Mafeteng. 
Do. Mohalies Hoek. 


From a comparison with the statistics of the previous year, it 
will be seen that there has been a general advancement in the 
country. 


During tne past year, there has been a certain amount of 
stagnation in trade, owing to the lack of markets for the disposal 
of the large stocks of grain held by our traders at the close of the 
previous year, grain being the largest purchasing power of this 
country, 


This territory suffers to a great extent by the prohibitive 
tariff levied by the South African Republic upon Colonial and 
Basutoland grain and produce. 


From the attached return, the quantity of grain exported shows 
a remarkable increase over that of the previous year. The total 
local value of exports was 103,608/. for the calendar year 1893. 
This, however, does not represent the whole of the exports of the 
country, as quantities of grain and other produce are taken across 
the border to the various Free State towns and shops by the natives 
and by hawkers, mostly Free State subjects, of which it is impossible 
to obtain returns. This trade, I think, I should be within the 
mark in estimating at about 15,0007. 


Imports for the calendar year 1893 amounted to 98,0001. 


The last crops of wheat were fair, but those of mealies and 
Kaffir corn were very poor, having been to a great extent 
retarded in their growth by excessive rainfall, and finally 
destroyed by early frosts. 


Efforts have of late years been made by the Government and 
some of the principal traders to improve the quality of the wheat 
produced in the country by the distribution of seed, und the 
efforts are already showing favourable results. With the same 
object in view an agricultural show was held in May at Mafeteng, 
towards which the Government granted a contribution. This 
show was sufficiently successful to encourage a repetition next 
season, and hopes are entertained that this step may prove an 
incentive to improvement amongst the native agriculturalists and 
stock-owners. 


An Arab stallion was imported last year by Government for stud 
purposes; there are now two of these horses in the country. 


The fears entertained last year of a locust plague were, happily, 
not realised. 
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Average local prices for Basutoland produce rule as follows :— 


Mealies, per bag, 5s, 
Wheat, per bag, 8s. 
Kaffir corn, per bag, 13s, 
Cattle, 47. 

Horses, 8/. 

Sheep, 10s. 

Goats, 6s. 

Wool, 3d. per lb. 
Mohair, 4d. per lb. 


The general revenue of the territory shows a_ gratifying 
increase over that of 1892-93, principally under the head of Hut 
Tax and Ferry Tolls. This latter is nearly double the receipts of 
the previous year, owing to continuous floods, An effort was 
made to curtail the period occupied in the collection of Hut Tax, 
with the result that a labour that has hitherto absorbed an undue 
proportion of the time of the staff was, during the past year, 
through the energy displayed by officers and the loyal co-operation 
of chiefs, practically completed in two months in most districts. I 
regret, however, to have to report that the Berea district was 
again notorious by the delay and lack of energy displayed by the 
principal Chief, and it was not until within a few days of the close 
of the year that payments were completed. In the Leribe district 
also some unnecessary delay occurred, which was explained as due 


to misunderstanding. The amount of arrear tax collected 


amounts to 1,882/, but these arrears are bound to accrue, and 
vary from year to year according to the number of tax-payers 
absent at labour when it becomes due. Tax was paid on 40,629 
huts. 

The tabulated return of lost stock reported at the various 
district offices shows that theft from neighbouring States is at a 
minimum. In every case in which stock has been traced into 
Basutoland it has been recovered and restored. The chiefs and 
headmen have rendered valuable assistance in this work. 

The criminal return shows a marked decrease as compared with 
the previous year. With the exception of a slight increase in the 
number of cases of homicide, there is a striking absence of serious 
crime, and a very satisfactory decrease in the aumber of 
convictions for brandy smuggling. Most of the homicide cases 
arose through drunken quarrels at village beer-drinks, 

You will notice from the district reports that the smuggling of 
brandy, to the serious increase of which attention was called in 
my last report, has considerably decreased of late. The hearty 
co-operation of the Orange Free State authorities has contributed 
to this happy effect, though the constant patrolling of the border 
by our police has proves a great checic to the traffic. Many of 
the illicit sellers have, through the instrumentality of our police, 
been prosecuted in the Free State Courts and convicted. 
Considerable annoyance has been caused on the fenced portion of 
the border by the frequent cutting of the wire opposite these 


COLONIAL REPORTS.,—ANNUAL. 13 


canteens. One chiefhas during the year rendered active assistance 
in suppresssing smuggling, 

During the past year, 52;207 persons obtained passes to leave 
Basutoland, of whom 20,000 were in search of labour. These 
labourers are a source of considerable income to Basutoland : 

The strength of the Police Force is— 


Officers - - - - ne ee 
European constables = - ~ - - 10 
Native non-commissioned officers - - 16 
Native privates - - - - - 197 


The men are all well mounted and their efficiency and conduct 
is good. From the appended return, it will be seen that the force 
has been engaged in 642 patrols during which the men so 
employed travelled a distance of 23,680 miles and made 146 
arrests. 


During the year, all Government-aided schools have been visited 
by Government officers who report satisfactory progress. There 
were ‘in all 135 schools, having 6,937 scholars upon the rolls, the 
Government grants in aid amounting to 3,6801. 


A considerable number of useful public works have been carried 
out during the past year, including many repairs and additions to 
public buildings. Telegraph extension from Wepener to Mafeteng 
New Gaol at Butha Buthe, Post office at Mafeteng, and 11 miles 
5 furlongs of border fencing. There is now only a short section 
of the Free State border between Caledon river and Cornet Spruit 
unfenced. Considerable sums have also been spent on ponts and 
the purchase of new boats. The roads of the country have 
entailed a very heavy outlay owing to excessive rainfall, but they 
are now in good repair. 

I am glad to report. that the Chiefs and people are being 
gradually brought to see the necessity of taking active measures 
for the extirpation of burrweed, and considerable progress has 
been made in several districts towards this end. All Government 
road parties are ordered to destroy it along the wagon roads. 


The Customs work continues to be satisfactorily carried out. 
The amount of revenue realised for the twelve months ending 
33st March which was brought to account during the past year 
is considerably in excess of that for the corresponding period in 
the previous year. 

The epidemic of small-pox now prevalent in so many parts of 
South Africa appeared in the Leribe. district during the early 
part of the year, whither it was introduced by a native returned 
from the Transvaal. The disease was of a mild type, and, though 
a number of individuals were infected, only 20 deaths took place. 
The epidemic is now almost stamped out, owing to prompt and 
energetic steps taken by the medical staff and district officers 
to enforce and maintain a strict quarantine, and to carry out 
disinfection. 
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The possibility of a reintroduction of the disease by labourers 
returning from infected areas is an ever-present danger. On the 
whole, the public health has been excellent. 

The working of the Government dispensaries has been reorgan- 
ised and placed upon a more satisfactory working basis. 

With a view to making these dispensaries in a measure self- 
supporting, and in consequence of the heavy increasing outlay on 
drugs, it has been decided to institute a small charge for medicines 
supplied to out patients. This will no doubt considerably diminish 
the number of attendances at first, but will, on the other hand, 
increase the efficiency. 

Vaccination has been actively carried on by Government 
officers and missionaries as well as by the Medical Department. 

The reports of the medical officers herewith enclosed deal fully 
with their work. 


I attach the following returns, viz. :— 


Return of Revenue. 
Return of Patrols. 
Return of Licences. 
Return of Passes. 
Return of lost and stolen stock. 
Return of Exports. 
Return of Civil and Criminal Cases. 
Educational Return. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) F. Enracut Moony, 
Acting Government Secretary. 


His Honour the Acting Resident Commissioner, 
Basutoland. 


Return of Revenue in detail for the year ended June 30, 1894. 


Heads of Revenue. Amount. 


eS 


£ sd 
Hut tax - = - - - - - 21,579 0O 


Post Office - - - - C ° 1,032 3 


Fees of Court or Office - - ° - - 82 19 


Miscellaneous receipts - - - - - 276 12 6 
£25,666 10 


6 
3 
Licences - - > - - - 2,695 15 4 
0 
7 
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Return of Patrols performed by Basutoland Police during the BAsuTOLAND. 


1893-94. 
year ended June 30, 1894. 
Estimated 
Distance Number of arrests for 
sie a Of pene? Number ie Men patrolled by | contravention of Liquor 
Re bien gs iat collective and Pass Regulations. 
patrols. 


Liquor Regulations - 43 


Pass do. - 58 

642 1,746 23,681 miles 
Other Offences - 45 
Total arrests - 146 


Schedule of Number of Licences issued in the various districts of 
Basutoland during the year ended June 30, 1894. 


General Traders. Hawkers. Free Hawkers. Mill Dam Licences.. 


133 49 40 2 


Return of Number of Passes issued to Natives leaving Basutoland 
during the year ended June 30, 1894. 


Number of Natives who Number of Natives who : 
obtained Passes to seek | obtained Passes for other sr Se iets 
work, purposes. ‘iabindia cot. oe 


20,000 32,207 52,207 


Schedule of Lost Stock reported at the various district offices in 
Basutoland during the year ended June 30, 1894. 


Reported 
ost. 


Traced into 


Not traced into 
Basutoland. 


Recovered in 
Basutoland. 


Description. Bamictand. 


Remarks. 


Horses - - 95 19 76 19 Twelve report- 


ed as recovered 
in Orange Free 
State and Cape 
Colony. 


Eight reported: 
rote he in 

ree 
State 


Cattle - . 87 52 35 52 


Sheep - “ 369 54 315 54 


——$———————— LLL A eee! 


vev 


91 


cq 

ae 

$2 

1 o§ 

Pe 

? 

Return of Exports from Basutoland during the year ended 31st December 1893. 
Grain. Meal. Wool and Mohair. Live Stock. Other Exports. 
Description. No. of N t Cattle. Horses. Totals. 
Bags Value. aH = Value. Weight. Value, Value. 
(208 Ib.) 7 No. Value. No. Value. 

£8. da. 2s. da. £8. d. 2 ad. £8. d. £8. d. 2s. d. 
Wheat - +] 128,740 | 63,416 11 0 - _ - — = - = — - 63,416 11 0 
Mealies - «| 65,779 | 17,452 9 0 = _ — _ - - = - — 17,452 9 0 
Kaffir Corn - 4,764 1,942 19 2 _ - _ = = — = _ _ 1,942 19 2 
Meal - - -_ 2,848 2,088 2 6 _ = — =< — _ _- 2,088 2 6 
Wool aes eee mn tose ne 972,505 | 1435511 0} — _ _ - — 14,355 11 0 
Mohair - = _ - _ - 30,460 792 8 6 _ = = = _ 792 8 6 
Cattle - 4 _ = = = _ = 715 2,061 11 0 — _ _ 2,061 11 0 
Horses - — - - _= - - p= = 220 97210 0 _ 972 10 0 
Other Exports - — - _ — a — = = = — 575 18 4 575 18 4 


i a | en ee eee 


Totals - | 199,283 | 82,81119 2 2,843 2,088 2 6 | 1,002,965 | 15,147 19 6 715 | 2,061 11 0} 220 972 10 0 675 18 4] 103,608 @ 6 


aan caneear arn ieee ena a 


“IVANNVY—'SLYOdaa ITWINOTIOO 
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Return of Civil and Criminal Cases heard in the various eho Fee 
Assistant Commissioners’ Courts in Basutoland during the pia 
year ended June 30, 1894. 
Civil actions - . - - 26 
Arson - - - - 2 
Assault - - - - 14 
Customs regulations, Breach of —- -.1 09 
Contempt of Court - - - 4 
Embezzlement - - . - 1 
Fraud - - - eat 
Firearm regulations, Breach of - - 10 
House and shop breaking - - 2 
Homicide - ~ - - 12 
Liquor regulations, Breach of - - 53 
Lord’s Day Ordinance do. - - 2 
Pass regulations, Breach of . - 59 
Prison discipline, Breach of 9 
Gaol breaking } ‘ F 

Perjury = _- 5 - =. 
Resisting police - - - 10 
Rape - - - ae | 
Theft - - - - 53 
Trading regulations, Breach of - EAL 
Wndefined ~ - - - 7 
Total - - - - 259 


Educational Return for the year ended June 30, 1894. 


Total number of schools - - - 137 

Total number of scholars on Rolls - - 6,937 

Mean average attendance - - - 4,403 

Total grants in aid - - - -£3,680 
LERIBE. 


Annual Report for the Year ended 30th June 1894. 


The past year has not been marked by any events of exceptional 
political importance within this district. 

The disputes between the Paramount Chief and the younger 
sons of Letsie, headed by Maama, have naturally been closely 
watched by the chiefs and people in Leribe, and, so far as it has 
been possible to discover the tendency of opinion, J onathan and 
his following may be said to be in support of Lerotholi, while Joel 
appears to sympathise with Maama. 

I 83800. 
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There are several matters in dispute between the chiefs within 
the district but none of these disagreements have assumed an acute 
form during the past year. It would be wellif there were a clearly 
defined line between the grounds of the Chief Jonathan and Peeta 
Ramanella in the neighbourhood of Dipetung. The reported 
intention of Peeta to place his son Mitchell at Ramanella’s old 
village at Kueneng and to plough the pasture lands on Kueneng 
mountain has also occasioned some uneasiness and may be opposed 
by Seshope Ramanella, who would probably be supported by 
Jonathan, 

The position of affairs between Jonathan and Joel, though it 
has lately improved, cannot be called satisfactory. These chiefs 
appear to mutually disregard and distrust the decisions of each 
other, and it has, therefore, been necessary for me to intervene in 
severai purely native cases affecting them, which otherwise would 


“not have come into my court. 


The presence in the district of Motsuene Joseph Molapo, his 
character, and his claims to chieftainship, based upon his being the 
child of Motapo’s eldest son and Litsie’s eldest daughter, are 
factors that have to be reckoned with in forming a forecast as to 
the future course of events. He has at present several minor 
complaints as to his treatment by Jonathan, under cover of which 
he appears to intend to advance his claim to larger chieftainship, for 
which he is utterly unfitted. 

The death of the Chief Matela in February, which is alluded to 
in Mr. Boxwell’s report, has been followed by a more direct super- 
vision of affairs in that portion of the district by Jonathan, which 
so far has had the effect of increasing the amount of hut-tax paid 
by Matela’s people. Matela had for some time past been in a 
somewhat feeble condition. 

The Chief Jonathan accompanied the Paramount Chief on a 
visit paid to His Excellency the High Commissioner in March. 

The Revenue for the past year is as follows :— 


Heads of Revenue. Amount. 

& ss. d. 
Huttax - - - - - « - 5,059 10 0 
Lieences  - - - - - - - 335 0 8 
Fines - - - - ~ . - 133 11 6 
Ferry tolls - - - - - - - 23 14 6 
Fees - - - - - - - 512 0 
Miscellaneous - - - - - - 1919 O 


£5,577 7 3 


The number of huts on which hut tax has been paid is 9,170 
The amount of arrear hut tax collected is 6242, 10s. Od. 
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With reference to above return, the increase in hut tax is Basuroann. 
principally at Matela’s, where probably the largest proportion of 1898-94. 


arrears nas also been paid. 


The licences issued during the year are :— 


General traders - - - - 32 
Hawkers (paid) - - - - 14 
Hawkers (free) - - - - 2 
Grain passes - ~ - - - 9 


There is a slight falling off in the number of traders’ licences. 
I have declined to recommend several applications for new licences, 
as there does not appear at present to exist any public need for 
more shops. Owing to late and continuous rains and early frosts, 
the crops of mealies and Kaffir corn, which had promised well, did 
not, probably, give an average yield. 


The current prices for produce are ;— 


Wheat, 12s. 6d. per muid. 
Mealies, 6s. per muid. 

Kaffir corn, 10s. per muid. 
Forage, 15s. per 100 bundles. 
Cattle, 27. to 67, each. 

Sheep, 10s. to 15s. each. 


The police in the district consist of two sub-inspectors, two 
European constables, two native officers and 52 native police. 
They are constantly occupied in patrolling the border and in other 
duties. 


The following is a return of patrols performed :—~ 


Number of patrols, 201. 
Number of men engaged, 472. 
Estimated distance travelled by collective patrols, 5,874 miles. 


Number of arrests for :— 


(a.) Contravening Liquor Laws - - 10 
(b.) Contravening Pass Laws - - 46 
(c.) Other offences - - - 3 


Two horses and two oxen were brought in by patrols. 

The Free State authorities and police co-operate in suppression 
of illicit liquor traffic and other border irregularities. A certain 
amount of brandy smuggling undoubtedly takes place from time to 
time, but, owing to the enforcement of the excellent Free State 
liquor law by the local authorities, this evil does not exist to any 
serious extent. 

I have found, as a rule, little difficulty in the administration of 
justice in such civil and criminal cases as have come before my 
court, 
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The cases adjudicated upon at Ihlotai Heights during the past 
twelve months are :— 


Civil cases - - - - 13 
Theft - - - - - 14 
Assault - - - - 7 
Contravention of Liquor Law - - 10 
Contravention of Fass Law - - 45 
Resisting police - - - 2 
Breach of trading regulations — - See 
Breach of Customs regulations - - 8 
Culpable homicide - - - | 
Arson - ~ ~ - ame | 
Perjury - - - a | 
Miscellaneous - - . - 7 


Theft of stock from the Orange Free State is not of common 
occurrence. The chiefs possess almost complete control of the 
people and have means of acquiring a perfect knowledge of their 
movements with their stock. 

This tribal organization affords facilities for tracing and re- 
covering stolen stock and detection of theft, and I have experienced 
little difficulty in this when any lost stock has been traced into the 
district. 


The following is a summary of reports made to me with 
results :— 


————————— ee eee 


.,. | Reported | Traced | Not traced | Recoverd Not 
Description.| lost or into into in recovered Remarks, 
stolen. |Basutoland.|Basutoland.|Basutoland. i. 
Horses’ - 21 3 19 2 19 One horse in pound 
supposed to have 
| been stolen, 
! 
Cattle .- 14 2 12 2 12 | Seven cattle of this 


number, I have 
ascertained, were 
subsequently 

found in the 
OrangeF reeState. 


The following passes have been issued to natives leaving the 
district :— 


Number of passess_ - - - 6,892 

Seeking work - - - 3,855 individuals, 

Other purposes ° . - 17,546 individuals, 
Total - - - 11,401 


This return is exclusive of Butha Buthe passes, 


In consequence of the presence of some cases of smail-pox in 
the district, it has been recently advisable to provide natives 
leaving the country with certificates of vaccination in addition to 
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their passes. The Medical Officer has alluded to the outbreak of 
small-pox in his report. It has, so far, been successfully localised 
and confined to a few villages in the district, but the constant 
arrival of natives from Johannesburg is an ever-present source of 
danger. 

I enclose a report on the schools in the district which have bee: 
inspected. There appears to be a great want of certificated 
native teachers of good character. 

A report on roads has recently been submitted. The roads in 
the district are at present in passable order, but, as usual, were very 
much cut up during the wet season, necessitating considerable 
expenditure on road parties. Labourers for this purpose are 
procured without difficulty at 1s, per diem without food. 

I enclose a nominal Jist* of traders in the district, and my report 
on the inspection of schools, together with Mr. Boxwell’s report 
on the sub-district of Butha Buthe, under his immediate charge, 
and the report + of the Medical Oificer in the district. 

(Signed) H. C. SLOLey, 


Assistant Commissioner. 


ButuHa ButTHE. 


Annual Report for the Year ended 30th June 1894. 
General. 


During the past vear, the general state of the ward has been 
peaceful. There has been no fighting and noseriouscrime, One 
ease of suicide was reported. 

On the 16th August, the reeds at Butha Buthe were cut to the 
satisfaction of both sides. 

During the same month, three men who had illegally arrested a 
man in the Free State were tried and punished. 

In February 1894 Matela cied, and his eldest scn Letsika 
succeeded him in the chieftainship of that ward. | 

On the 17th February, I left Butha Buthe in order to take over 
the duties of the Assistant Commissioner, Leribe, during his 
absence on leave, and returned on the 14th June. During the 
time, nothing of importance took place in this ward. 

I am happy to say that, so far, small-pox has nct shown itself, 
Numbers of the people have been vaccinated and this work is still 
going on. 

[ am vlad to be able to report that both the total revenue of the 
ward and the amount of hut tax collected are considerably in excess 
of any former year. The total revenue shows an increase of 
2821. 7s. Od. and the hut tax 266/. In the hut tax, the greater 
part of the increase has been in Matela’s Ward. ‘The amount 


* Not printed. t See page 49. 


- 429 


BASUTULAND. 
1893-94, 


430 


BASUTOLAND, 
1893-94. 


ee 


22 COLONIAL REPORTS.—ANNUAL, 
received for licences has again fallen off, owing to the very few 
hawkers’ licences taken out during the year. 
I subjoin a return of Revenue from Ist July 1893 to 30th June 
1894 :— 
Heads of Revenue. Amount. 
£ s. d, 
Hut Tax - “s * - - - - 1,485 0 0 
Licences - - : : - - - 112 0 0 
Fines - - - - . - - 2415 0 
Fees - : - - - - - 013 6 
Miscellaneous - - - - - 3 0 0 
Total - - : - - - -| £1,625 8 6 


The number of huts on which hnt tax has been paid is 2,563. 
Amount of arrear hut tax collected is 353. 10s. 


Licences. 


I subjoin a return of the number of licences issued during the 
year :— 


i 


General traders - - * - - 11 
Hawkers’ (paid) 2 
Hawkers’ (free) - “ - - - - a2 
Mill dam licences - . - - “ - Nil 


Lost Stock, 


Very few horses or cattle were traced into this ward during 
the year, and I am glad to be able to report that the few so traced 
were recovered. I subjoin return :— 


* Not traced | Recovered 
nize Traced. into 4 : Not 
Description. | Reported. Basutoland. i Dee 3 Recovered. Remarks. 


Horses - - 17 3 


Cattle - : 1 1 


Crops, &c. 


Owing to the very heavy rains, which to a great extent 
hindered the people from cleaning their lands properly, and the 
early frost, the crops, with the exception of wheat, have not been 
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good. The local prices are about as follows, but will probably Basurotanp. 
rise :— 1893-94, 


Wheat, 15s. per muid. 
Mealies, 7s, per muid, 

Kaffir corn, 10s. per muid. 
Forage, 12s, per 100 bundles, 
Cattle, 56s. to 80s. each. 
Sheep, 10s. to 15s. each 


Schedule of civil and criminal cases tried at Butha Buthe 
during the year :— 


Civil cases ~ - - 2 
Illegally seizing a man in Orange Free State - 1 
Theft - - - - - - 2 
Contravening Liquor Regulations - - - i 
% Pass 43 - - - 6 
Customs ,, - - - | 

Found in village by night with intent to 
commit a felony - - - - - 1 

* 
Patrols. 


Schedule of Patrols sent out from Butha Buthe curing the 
year :— 
Number of patrols, 40. 


Number of men engaged, 75. 
Estimated distance travelled by collective patrols, 2,255 miles. 


Number of arrests for— 


(a.) Contravention Liquor Regulations = - - | 

(0.) a Pass s & - 6 

(c.) Other Offences - - - tual 
Passes. 


Schedule of Passes issued at Butha Buthe during thi year :— 


Seeking employment - - - - 2,095 

Other purposes - - - - 56,130 

Total - - - - - 1,225 
Schools. 


There are three schools in the ward drawing grants from 
Government, one under the English Church and two under the 
French Protestant. The English Church School at Secubu is 


making good progress. 
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Relations with Bordering States. 


My relations with the Free State Officials continue friendly 
and they give any help I require. 
(Signed) W. BoxweE 1, 
Sub-Inspector, 
Basutoland Mounted Police. 


BEREA. 


Assistant Commissioner’s Office, Berea, 
June 30, 1894. 


Annual Report, 1893-1894. 


The state of the district has, generally speaking, been quiet 
during the year past. 

In September 1893, a quarrel arose between Chiefs Masupha 
and Theko Letsie, regarding the ownership of a small reed bed 
near Thaba Bosigo. 

The cause of the quarrel was insignificant in itself but it 
involved a matter of precedent which raised it into a matter of 
importance to all concerned. 

‘Theko claimed these reeds on the grounds that he was duly 
appointed caretaker of them, and held that Masupha had 
succeeded irregularly to the charge of them. 

On Theko attempting to assert his rights, Masupha cut the 
reeds and carried them to Thaba Bosigo and called out a large 
armed force, which he posted at Thaba Bosigo and in the Thupa 
Kobo Valley to protect them. 

The settlement of the case was referred to the Resident 
Commissioner, who called a Pitso, which sat at a point near the 
disputed ground. 

Nearly every chief of importance was present, and it was 
unanimously decided that Theko’s contention was more or less 
correct, but that, as Masupha had held possession of the reed bed 
for many years, he should be allowed to retain it during his 
lifetime, and on his decease it should revert to Theko or his 
representative. 

Later on in the year, slight friction arose between Leshuburu 
Majara and Tumo Masupha, and Leshuburu and a headman 
named Magalika. ‘These were, however, matters of only local 
and temporary importance. 

The quarrels of Chiets Lerothodi and Maama in December 1893 
over the boundary line near Koro Koro, though not directly 
affecting this district, yet caused a good deal of excitement, which 
was only quieted by a judgment delivered by the Resident 
Commissioner at a Pitso called by him to assemble at Motsikis 
Village, near the Phutiatsana. 

A few weeks ago, a complaint was made by the Chief Peite 
Lesaoana to the effect that Lebese Masupha had broken the 
boundary line between Masupha and Peete, when ploughing. 
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I requested Mamathe Lepogo to co-operate with Peete in 
settling the affair. They have, however, been unable to do so, and 
it has been agreed that I shall shortly point out to their joint 
vepresentatives once more the line laid down by my predecessor 
and confirmed by the Resident Commissioner. 


I regret to have to report that Moekitse Masupha, one of the 
younger sons of Masupha, having for some time past made himself 
notorious by his impatience of control and by his general bad 
behaviour, at length compromised himself to such an extent in 
a criminal case yeard before a combined court at Maseru, that 
the Resident Commissioner has been compelled to decline to 
vecognise him in any way as a headman. 


In my report last year, I was obliged to draw attention to the 
increased brandy smuggling across the Caledon River, presumably 
from Lady Brand, Orange Free State. 


To meet this district a temporary camp was placed near 
Mokhetoaning in this district, opposite to Lady Brand, consisting 
of ten non-commissioned officers and men (of whom half were 
contributed by the Assistant Commissioner, Maseru). 


This detachment, during the period it was stationed there. 
though not actually making many arrests, still did good service, 
the people mostly being unwilling to attempt to smuggle brandy 
while running such a very apparent risk of capture. 


I am glad to say that, though it undoubtedly exists still, 
the smuggling referred to has now greatly diminished. 


The police force at my disposal consists of :— 
1 European sub-inspector. 
1 European constable. 
3 Native non-commissioned officers 
23 Native privates. 


These are all mounted, equipped and efficient. 


During the past year, the patrols performed by this detachment 
are as under :— 


Number of patrols —- - - = 4169 

Number of men engaged - - - 461 

Number of miles patrolled - - - 3,087 
Arrests. 

For contravention of liquor regulations = - - 12 

For contravention of pass regulation - rad 


For other offences - - - - 2 
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The following cases have been heard in the Assistant 
Commissioner’s Court :— 


Civil cases - - - > - 2 

Criminal cases :— 
Resisting police - - - - - | 
Contravening trading regulations - - 3 
Contravening customs regulations - - 8 
Contravening liquor regulations - 6 
Contravening Lord’s Day Observance Act - 2 
Theft - - : - - - 6 
Assault - ” - - - + 2 
23 


During the year there has been a good deal of anxiety owing 
to occasional outbreaks of small-pox in the district. Of these there 
were three in all. 

The natives themselves, however, quarantined all cases so 
quickly and thoroughly that beyond the first cases there were no 
more, and only one death occurred. 

There being no medical officer in the district, the vaccination 
was carried on as far as possible by political officers, and 368 
persons have thus been vaccinated at this station. 

There has been very little stock reported lost from the Orange 
Free State during the year. Below is shown the results of such 
reports :— 


Stock. Reported. | Traced. ee: Reeovered, ee Remarks. 
Cattle - - 15 5 10 5 10 
Horses - - 5 2 3 2 8 
Saddle - - 1 1 - ~ 1 


The matter of the saddle not recovered is still under 
investigation. 

I have received every assistance from the Chiefs whenever [ 
have required it in these cases. 

Passes as under were issued at this office to natives leaving the 
territory. 


For labour purposes - - 2686 : 
For other purposes = Nee te 7,156 in all. 


There has been a strong demand lately for vaccination 
certificates, which appear to be needed by natives when travelling 
in the Orange Free State. 

The number of general trading stations in the district is 25. 

Paid hawkers’ licences have been issued during the year to ten 

ersons. Free hawkers’ licences for same period were issued to 
five persons. 
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_ The hut tax of the district has been rather disappointing. 
While, I believe, the tax on being called for has been promptly 
paid everywhere else in the country, it has in this district been 
paid only by driblets, and it has, indeed, only been completed. within 
the last few days. 

The tax shows no signs of again reaching the level of three 
years ago, but I am informed on all sides that many families are 
leaving Masupha and Leshuburu and are settling under other 
Chiefs in Basutoland or emigrating to the Orange Free State, and 
this may to a great extent account for the apparent decrease. 

Hut Tax was paid during year past on 5,256 huts. 

Below is given a table showing details of Revenue in the District 
for year enling 30th June 1894:— 


Heads of Revenue. Amount. 

ET See a eee CS Ls 

£& s. d, 

Hut Tax - « . . - - » 2,748 16 0 

Licences - * . - ~ - - 296 9 0 

Fees of Court or Office - . ~ - - 22 6 

Miscellaneous - - - - - - 316 0 
£3,051 3 6 = 


Of the above Hut Tax, 2737. 10s. is Arrear Tax. 

The standard crops viz.:—Wheat, mealies, and Kafir corn 
promised well in the early summer, and the wheat fulfilled its 
promise, but mealies and Kafir corn have been greatly damayed 
by the heavy rains which we experienced in January and February 
Jast. The current values ruling at present are :— 


Wheat 8s. to 10s. per muid, 
Mealies 6s. to 8s. per sewn bag. 
Kafir corn 10s. per sewn bag. 


Stock of all kinds is offered for sale at average prices. 

It is expected that the price of, mealies and Kafir corn will rise, 
owing to the comparative failure of the crop. 

The roads of the district, owing to the heavy autumn rains 
referred to above, were very much damaged and an extra grant was 
made by the Resident Commissioner to repair them and thus. to 
facilitate the removal of grain by the traders. The main road is 
now in good order and the bye-roads are in a fit state to carry the 
traffic passing over them, 

The Government offices, referred to in my report of last year, 
have been completed and have proved a great boon. 

The Government buildings are in a good state of repair, and [ 
de not apprehend need of much expenditure on them during the 
coming year. 
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In conclusion, I would beg to state that during the past year I 
have received every assistance from the Orange Free State officials 
with whom I have come in contact. 

(Signed) L, Wrovuenton, 
Assistant Commissioner, Berea. 


MASERU. 
Annual Report for the Year ended 30th June 1894. 


General, 


This year has not passed without disturbance, although, for- 
tunately, no blood has been spilled. 

In September last a dispute arose between the Chiefs Theko 
and Masupha regarding chieftainship over an exceedingly smal! 
reed bed in the Phutiatsana River. What made the case more 
than usually difficult was, each of the disputants had a fair show 
of right on his side. Masupha made out a fair case, inasmuch as 
he could adduce evidence to show that he had reeeived the reed 
bed from Moshesh; while Theko produced equally weighty 
evidence to show that he had been constituted its custodian by 
the late Paramount Chief Letse. Both claims were good in their 
way and the dispute may be attributed to the vacillating and 
procrastinating manner in which the Chief Letsie mismanaged 
public affairs. 

Bloodshed was averted by the loyal respect for the law shown 
by Chief Theko, who, although he was aware that his neighbour 
Masupha was under arms, and ready and threatening to attack 
him, refused to call a man of his own very large following to 
arms, preferring, as he told me, to place his claim unreservedly 
in the hands of the Court. 

The dispute was afterwards compromised by the Chief Theko 
ugreeing to leave Masupha in undisturbed possession of the reed 
hed during his lifetime on the understanding that at his death it 
shall revert to Theko. 

Last year I had to report trouble between the Paramount Chief 
and his younger brother Maama, and I regret to say that this year 
bad blood exists between them, No sooner is one dispute settled 
than another crops up, and certain restless spirits who live at 
Korokoro, where the two wards join, and where the boundary is 
imperfectly defined, appear to take pleasure in trespassing and 
annoying their neighbours, thinking, no doubt, thereby to gain 
favour with their respective chiefs. 

These little annoyances are a fertile source of trouble, and last 
December the whale country was nearly plunged into civil war 
hy one of them. 

On this oceasion, the Paramount Chief was so enraged at what 
he, with good reason, considered the gross disrespect and contempt 
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of his authority by his younger brother, that he called up the 
people with arms to punish him. 

Disaster was, however, averted by the timely intervention of the 
authorities, A Pitso was held and the Paramount Chief was 
censured and fined by the Resident Commissioner for taking up 
arms without authority. 

Liquor smuggling still continues, though I think it has decreased 
of late. The Chief Bereng has rendered vaiuable assistance in 
checking it. 

The mealie and Kaffir corn crops have failed this year, but 
there was a fair yield of wheat. 


Population 


This has gone on increasing since the census; it was then 
45,402 souls 


Commercial. 


Last year, trade was bad and this year it is no better. When 
the crops fail, the natives have very little to buy goods with. 

The purchasing_power of grain here is materially affected by 
thé prohibitive duties placed upon it by the Transvaal Government. 
Probably nc county suffers more from this obstruction to trade 
than Basutoland. 


The following are the average prices paid for produce :-— 
Mealies; 5s. per muid. 
Kaffir corr, 12s. per muid. 
Wheat, 10s. per muid. 
Wool, 2d. to 4d. per Ib. 
Cattle, 32. to 52. per head, 
Ponies, 2/. to 10/. each. 


Public Works. 


The roads in the district are not in such excellent repair as they 
were this time last year. The constant downpour of rain ail 
through last summer played great havoc, and except for the 
exertions of the road parties there would have been no roads at all 
by now. 


Police, 


The force attached to my office consists nominally of :— 


2 sub-inspectors. 
2 European constables 
1 native sergeant. 
3 native corporals, 
46 native privates. 


During the year, 1,495 miles were patrolled. 

The number of stock reported lost or stolen from the Orange 
Free State is very small. In every case where stock has been 
traced to Basutoland it has been recovered. 
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The following table shows results of action taken im this 
matter :— 
inti Traced to | Not, | Recovered | wos 
Description. | Reported. aac trilassds So da Pama Beanvercd. Remarks. 
Horses - - 18 2 16 2 16 Seven horses 
ro ait 
Oattle « ° 12 _ 12 12 Oraoae Wreo 
State officials as having 
been recovered in the 
Free State. I have not 
been able to get reports 
regarding the remaining 
nine, 
Serious crime continues to be rare. I append a list of cases 
tried in my court :— 
Theft - - = - - 15 
Contravening liquor regulations - - 17 
Contravening pass regulations - - 2 
Fraud - - - - = “CT 
Arson - - - - ee | 
Assault - - - - ~ —® 
Shopbreaking - ° - - 2 
Housebreaking - - - - 2 
Resisting police - - - - 2 
Homicide - - - 3 
Civil actions : - - 2 (Divorce.) 
Revenue. 

There is a decrease of 3811. 17s. 2d. in the Revenue as against 
last year. The short-fall is mostly in hut tax, and is occasioned 
by a piece of country which used to belong to this district being 
now administered from Qacha’s Nek. 

The following is a return of Revenue in detail :— 

Heads of Revenue. Amount. - 
hme aa ALE eee 
£ os. d. 
Hut tax “ - - . : * - 3,676 0 0O 
Licences - - : - - . ° 266 O 9 
Fines . - - - - - - 638 7 oO 
Ferry tolls - - * :: _ - 427 6 0 
Fees of Court - - - = : - 86 4 6 
Miscellaneous - - : - - - 1388 16 5 
Post Office - - = : = : . 1,082 38° 3 


£5,639 17 2 


eee a eran ear a ne 
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Tax was paid on 7,072 huts, and arrear hut tax amounting to 
3161. 10s, Od. was collected, 

There are twenty-five general traders’ licences now in force. 
Eleven paid, and three free, hawkers’ licences were issued. 


Passes. 


Six thousand three hundred and seventy-three persons took 
passes during the year. Of these, three thousand four hundred 
and twelve were going in search of employment. 


Relations with Bordering States, 


Intercourse with the Orange Free State officials continues to be 
of a friendly nature, and I have pleasure in testifying to the cordial 
‘co-operation afforded by the Landdrost of Lady Brand. 

I attach the Medical Officer’s reports.* 

(Signed) J. C. Macerrcor, 
Assistant Commissioner, 


MAFETENG. 
Annual Report for Year ended 30th June, 1894. 


The antagonistic attitude of Chief Maama Letsie towards his 
elder brother, the Paramount Chief, disturbed the people on two 
or three occasions and caused considerable unrest, as chiefs 
sympathising with the object ef both factions are numerous in 
Mateteng district. On such occasions collision was averted by 
the firm policy of Government, and since Maama’s last attempt to 
jefy the Paramount Chief the people have settled down with a 
sreater feeling of security, expressing a hope that they will not 
again be disturbed in their peaceful occupations through the 
political intrigues of their Chiets. 

Chiefs Seiso, Mogela, and two Councillors were included in the 
party which accompanied Chief Lerothodi to Cape Town last 
March, for the purpose of paying a visit of courtesy to His 
Excellency the High Commissioner. These Chiefs were very 
favourably impressed by all they saw, and they retain many pleas- 
ing reminiscences of their visit. 

A few land disputes have occurred during the past year and all 
have been satisfactorily adjusted, with the exception of an old 
dispute between Chiefs Moyela and Azarule, concerning a strip 
of ground now occupied by one Mokone. 

There has been a marked decrease in brandy smuggling from 
the Orange Free State, and this improvement is mainly due to the 


* See page 48, 
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energy of Orange Free State officials, and the vigilant patrolling 
of Basutoland police. 

Canteens which existed twelve months ago on the Wepener 
Border are now closed ; others are still open, but the illicit sellers 
have been so frequently convicted for supplying large quantities 
of brandy to natives that they have become very cautious and will 
not run the risk unless they are acquainted with the purchaser, 
and their principal business is now done by selling “ tots,” which 
are consumed on the premises. 

Many instances have come to my notice of gaps having been 
cut through the border fence opposite Free State canteens, and 
it is evident these openings are left by the proprietors for the 
convenience of their customers, and thus the Basutoland Govern- 
ment has hitherto borne the cost of maintaining the fence. 


I append a return of patrols performed by the Mafeteng 
‘letachment of Basutoland Mounted Police during the past year. 


oo es  ——e—— ee Ee er 


3 Arrests. 
Estimated distance| A. Contravening Liquor 
Number of Number of travelled Regulations. 

J B. Contravening Pass 


Men engaged. | .ojlective patrols. Regulations. 
C. Other offences. 


my ee 


Patrols. 


A. 17 
87 439 5,214 miles B. 4 
C. 22 


I 


Whenever necessary, the Chiefs have assisted the police to trace 
stolen property and to arrest accused persons. 

During the past year, no stock thefts from the Orange Free 
State nor Cape Colony were traced to Basuto residing in this 
district, but stolen stock was brought in by foreigners, who were 
arrested and in due course surrendered to their respective Govera- 
ments. Jn each instance, the stolen property was recovered. 


I attach a return of lost and stolen stock. 


een ca einer i en es ea enn Eee ae ae 
Description. | Reported. Not traced.| Recovered. sald Remarks. 


recovered. 
ha 
Horses - - 18 5 8 *9 4 |» Of this num- 
ber four have 
been report- 
Cattle - . 1 - 1 = 1 ed by their 
owners as 
recovered in 
Sheep - - = = = = -_ Orange Free 
State. 


a ee ETE 


The Civil and Criminal Cases were tried in the Assistant 
Commissioner’s Court. The homicide cases (tried by combined 
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courts) were all the result of quarrels at beer drinks, when most mere pad 
of the persons concerned were intoxicated :— he 


Culpable homicide - - F - 
Civil cases = “ « . 7 
Committing a breach of public order - - 
Contravening section 7 Trading Regulations - i 


Contravening section 1 Trading Regulations - 
Contravening section 19 Trading Regulations — - 
Contravening Pass Regulations - - - 
‘Theft by means of embezzlement 
Intimidating witnesses = - ~ - - 
Escape from lawful custody - - - 
Resisting and assaulting police = - - - 
Common assault - - - - - 
Contempt of court - ~ - - 
Loitering on enclosed premises - - - 
Assault with intent - - - - 
Destroying public works - - - - 
Cases dismissed - - - - - 


Ree Kon nwne PATE Op 


The Basutoland Mounted Police stationed in this district 
discharge their duties in a satisfactory manner, the detachment 
is well mounted and equipped, and the men are ameuable to 
discipline. 


The following is a Return of the strength cf tho Police 
Detachment under my command :— 


1 Sub-inspector. 

2 European constables. 
1 Native officer. 

1 » sergeant, 

1 »» corporal. 

31 5 _ ‘privates. 


Agricultural development has been stimulated during the last 
year’ by an agricultural show, the first. of the kind held in 
Mafeteng. The show was sufficiently successful to encourage 
the promoters to make it an annual event, in order to furnish 
native stock breeders and produce growers with incitement to a 
wholesome emulation. 

There was a copious downpour of rain during the summer 
months, but still the harvest was far from satisfactory. Wheat 
was plentiful but of poor quality, and only a second, and in some 
instances, a third rate harvest of mealies and Kafir corn was 
obtained, It was not a prosperous year for traders. 


I attach a return of the number of licences granted :— 


General traders a : 3 Lea bG 
Hawkers’ Licences (paid) b - 3 
9 ” (free) 27 


I 83800. 
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The rainfall for the twelve months ended 30th June, 1894, 
according to the rain gauge kept at Mafeteng, was 39°79 inches. 


The following is a list of prices that ruled for stock and grain, 
&e. — 


Horned cattle, 40s. to 80s. 

Goats, 5s. to 7s. 6d. 

Sheep, 5s. to 12s. 

Pigs, 10s. to 20s. 

Basuto ponies, 60s. to 120s. 

Hides, 23d. per lb. 

Sheepskins, 3d. per Ib. 

Basuto tobacco, 6d. per lb. 

Wheat, 7s. 6d. per bag of 200 lbs. 
Mealies, 4s. 6d. per bag of 200 lbs. 
Oats, 6s. per bag of 150 lbs. 
Barley, 5s. per bag of 150 lbs. 
Kaffir corn, 10s. per bag of 200 lbs. 
Oat hay, 25s. per 100 bundles. 
Wool, 34d. per lb. 

Mohair, 6d. per lb. 


Continuous rain in the summer destroyed the roads, and it was 
only at considerable labour and expense that the principal routes 
were kept open for traffic. The district roads are now in fair 
repair. 

Government buildings were repaired and improved, and a new 
post and telegraph office built, and the extension of the telegraph 
line from Wepener to Mafeteng is a great boon to the district. 


The number of passes issued in Mafeteng district to natives 
wishing to proceed beyond the borders of Basutoland were, 
v1Z. :— 


Passes issued to persons seeking employment - 3,637 
Passes issued to persons for other purposes - 5,372 
Total - - - - - 9,009 


I attach the Medical Officer’s Report,* showing that the 
Government Dispensary was well attended during the past year, 
that a return of lepera has been framed, and that the work of 
vaccination is proceeding satisfactorily in the district. 

I have furnished a separate Report on (27) twenty-seven 
Government-aided schools inspected during the last half-year. 

With two exceptions, these schools are under the supervision of 
missionaries belonging to the various religious denominations 
established in this territory, and the scholars are gaining 
knowledge. ‘The two other schools are undenominational, and are 
doing good work 


* See page 50. 
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Hut tax was well paid in cash, and the collection was practically 
finished early in the year. The following return shows a slight 
decrease in the total Revenue as compared with the amount 
collected the previous year, and this is due to a falling off in fines, 
oe there was a great improvement in the amount of hut tax 
paid. 


Heads of Revenue. Amount. 

£s d, 

Hut Tax - - . . - - - 3,596 10 0 
Licences - - - - - - 2038 0 O 
Fines - - - - - - “ 78 15 0 
Fees for Registering Marriages - - : - 7 5 0 
Fees of Court _ - - - - - 1 4 6 
Miscellaneous - - - - - - 13 7 8 
£3,900 2 2 


ne mm Annee I5=a=eC RUNES ERS SD SRE TE I 


Number of huts on which tax was paid, 6,818. Arrear hut tax 
collected, 1877. 10s. Od. 
(Signed)  T. P. Kennan, 


Assistant Commissioner, 


Cornet SPRUIT. 
Annual Report for the year ending 30th June 1894 


General. 


During the past year the district has been, as a rule, orderly, 

Unfortunately, the mealie and Kafir corn crops have been almost 
an entire failure. This is owing to these crops being unusually 
late, and the frosts unusually early. 

Fortunately the local traders, and a considerable number of 
natives, especially those in the mountainous portion of the district, 
hold a good supply of the above cereals from last year, so that I 
do not anticipate any necessity for importing. 

No important disturbances have occurred during the past 

ear. 
; In August 1893, a dispute arose between Malebanye and Lebona, 
in which the former Chief took up arms, but was promptly stopped 
from doing any mischief, and was subsequently brought to trial 
and severely punished by fine, and suspension from all Govern- 
ment duty during the pleasure of the Resident Commissioner. 
The fine was paid, and \ilebanys showed great penitence. He 
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was reinstated in the following January, and has since behaved 
very satisfactorily, 

In the same month (August 1893) a beer disturbance took 
place between Makoroane and Qhase, in which several men were 
wounded with sticks. They were attended by a medical officer, 
and all recovered. The matter was investigated and Qhase fined. 

In September, Mako Seake reported that Letsie was cutting 
reeds in Sekaki’s ward. This matter was amicably settled. 

Patrols were sent during the month of September to impress 
upon the natives the importance of vaccination. 

On the 23rd October, Raboroko was fined five head of cattle 
by Letsie for attempting to cause mischief between himself and 
Mokhele. I was present at the Pitso and approved of the 
sentence. 

In December, Malebanye reported that he was sent for by the 
Paramount Chief to take part in a warlike demonstration against 
Maama Letsie. 

I advised Malebanya to inform the Paramount Chief that I, on 
behalf of Government, did not desire him to go up, and further 
advised him to keep quiet, which he did. 

In March last a petty Chief, Alfred Moletsane, closed the shop 
at Tsolane. I sent for him and informed him that the shop was 
licensed by Government at the request of the Bataung Chiefs, and 
that he must not interfere with the business. This order was 
complied with. 

On the 30th April the Baphuti Chief, Klwelenye, died. His 
successor is his eldest son, Tsetla. 

During that month all Chiefs were warned to send in their 
lepers for medical examination. 


Relations with Bordering States, 


Friendly relations continue between this territory and the 
neighbouring State. The greater portion of the border line 
between this district and the Free State has been substantially 
fenced with wire supported by stone pillars and wooden posts. 
This fence is proving beneficial to both sides. 

Very few cases of illicit liquor traffic have occurred during the 
past year. Vide Criminal Records. 


Population. 
The pupulation is steadily increasing, especially in the Maluti. 


Education. 


Schools are progressing fairly well. 


Trade. 


Trade in this district is slack, owing to the large stocks of 
grain still held by traders, which was purchased at high rates, 
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and for which there has not been sufficient demand at profitable Baspropsnes 
rates, Ordinary business is in an average condition, diate 
In addition to the great quantity of grain in the country, large 


quantities have been exported, 


The licences issued are as follows :— 


General traders’ - - - - - 13 

Hawkers’ licences (paid) - - - - il 

Hawkers’ licences (free) - - - - 2 

Mill dam licences - - - - 2 
Medical. 


A. considerable amount of work has been done in the Govern- 
ment Hospital, and large numbers of persons have been vaccinated, 
also a good many vaccination certificates have been issued. 


Criminal. 


The chiefs continue loyal, and assist in the suppression of crime. 
The following is an extract from the criminal record :— 


Culpable homicide - - - - 2 
Theft - + é £ 1.5 
Contravening Section 18 Regulations - - 5 
Contravening Section 7 Regulations - - 1 
Labour, 
Labour is plentiful, and wages reasonable. 
Passes issued during the year :— 
For seeking employment - - - 2,600 
For other purposes’ - - - - 2,145 
4,745 


Number of huts on which tax has been paid, 6,214. 
Arrear Hut Tax, 1810. 
Police, 


The police at this station are an efficient body of men, and are 
well mounted. 


Patrol reports show as follows :— 


Number of Total Number of| Estimated dis- 
Patrols. Men engaged. tance travelled 
81 146 8,440 miles 
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BASUTOLAND. 
mean Arrests, 
= Contravening Liquor Regulations - - - ~- 1 
Contravening Pass Regulation - - - - 1 
Other Offences - - - - 0 - § 


Return of Lost and Stolen Stock. 


Description. Reported, | Traced. | Not traced Recovered, | Not recovered Remarks. 
Horses - - 14 3 ll 3 ll One horse 
was recov- 
ered in the 
Cattle - . ll — 11 — ll Free State. 
Revenue. 
Collections during the year are as follows :— 
Heads of Revenue. Amount. 
£ os. d. 
Hut tax - - - =. - - 8,256 0 0O 
Licences - - - - - = 184 0 0 
Vines - - - * - - - 69 16 10 
Ferry Tolls - - - - ~ - 116 5 3 
Fees of Court - - ~ - - - 6 5 6 
Miscellaneous - - - - - . 149 6 
£3,596 17 1 


Roads. 
The roads in this district are in good order. 
(Signed) J. W. Bowker, 


Assistant Commissioner. 


QUTHING. 
Annual Report for the Year ending 30th June, 1894, 


General. 


T, Although no actual disturbance of the peace has occurred in 
this district during the past year, considerable friction has been 
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caused by the action of the principal Chief of the district, Ukwebe 
Letsie, in persistently ignoring the rights of a number of 
sub-chiefs and headmen who were located in Quthing by the Cape 
Government in 1882-3. The intention of Ukwebe appears to 
have been to supplant these headmen and to instal creatures of 
his own, among them some of the younger sons of Letsie, in their 
places. 

The numerous complaints caused by these proceedings, which 
have been going on for several years, led to a Pitso being held at 
Moyeni in the early part of this month, in order that the Acting 
Resident Commissioner and the Paramount Chief might inquire 
into these grievances. This inquiry, which lasted several days, 
ended in the rights of the original headmen being confirmed, and 
in Ukwebe’s attempts to dispossess them being exposed and 
condemned as opposed to tribal custom, 

In view, however, of the growth of population in Basutoland 
generally, it was considered inexpedient to remove the trespassers, 
and the local headmen were requested to provide them with land 
for cultivation, on the understanding that the newcomers were to 
assume no authority as chiefs, but were to be regarded as 
subordinate to the headmen with whom they were located, 
These matters having been settled and the settlements duly 
recorded, there appears to be no necessity for dealing with them 
seriatim in this Report. 

II. The question of the succession to the chieftainship of the 
Ama Vunahle Clan of the Ba Tembu tribe in Quthing was 
decided by the Acting Resident Commissioner, at the above- 
mentioned meeting, in favour of Stock, the eldest son of the old 
Chief Tyali. The latter is still living, but is very infirm, and he 
was desirous that the succession might be settled during his 
lifetime in favour of Stock. in order to avoid disputes. 

III. In October 1893, it was decided to form a new district on 
the Upper Orange River, and the outstation of Qacha’s Nek was 
cut off from Quthing, together with the wards of the Chiefs Mpiti 


and Sekake Makuai. 


Agricultural. 


‘The crops of maize and Kaffir corn have been seriously affected 
be early frosts, and the yield will be scanty. It is not anticipated 
that any actual famine will ensue this season, as large stocks of 
grain are held by traders in Central Basutoland. 

A good deal has been done during the past year towards the 
eradication of burrweed, the natives themselves having in many 
cases attended to the representations of Government and taken 
the matter up. Owing to the great vitality of the seed, these efforts 
will have to be renewed for several successive seasons if they are 
to be tinally effectual. 

Locusts have not come into the district in large swarms, but 
enough exist to cause trouble should they breed here. 
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Foot-and-mouth disease has not shown itself among the stock 
this season, but cattle have been dying in this neighbourhood 


from redwater, brought in by transport oxen from the Cape 
Colony. 


Current prices of produce and live stock are as follows :— 


Wheat, 10s. per muid of 200 Iba. 
Kaffir corn 12s. per muid of 200 Ibs. 
Mealies, 6s. per muid of 200 lbs. 
Oat hay, 15s, to 25s. per 100 bundles. 
Potatoes, 6s, per sack. 

Hides, wet, 23d. per lb. 

Hides, dry, about 12s. each, 

Wool grease, 44d. per lb. 

Mohair, 5d, per Ib. 

Sheep, 8s. to 15s. each, 

Oxen, 31. to 51. each. 

Ponies, 62. to 107. each. 


Relations with Bordering States. 


Official relations with the adjacent districts of the Cape Colony 
and East Griquland have been generally of a satisfactory nature 

A question was raised by certain Baphuiti in Quthing as to the 
actual boundary between Basutoland and. the Cape Colony, near 
the source of the Telle or Tees River. This has been settled in 
favour of the Cape Colony, the piece of land above situated which 
the Bapluiti wished to lay claim to being evidently part of the 
Herschel District. 


Public Works. 


The roads in this district are not in as good order as could be 
desired, considering the labour that has been expended on them 
during the year. The rugged natare of the country is in great 
measure responsible for this. The Government Pont on the 
Orange River has been of great service to traffic, the river having 
been impassable nearly ten months of the year. 


Trade. 


The number of general traders’ licences issued during the year 
is sixteen. Some of these trading stations are almost inaccessible 
for wagons, and trade is carried on under great disadvantages, 
Rates of wagon transport to this district are exceptionally heavy, the 
reason alleged being the trying nature of the roads in the Herschel 
district, which are almost the only outlet for the Quthing trade, 
Should the road to East Griquland over Ongeluk’s Nek be made 
passable for wagons, it will give a great impulse to trade in this 
territory. 
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Licences issued :— 
General trades - . - < - 16 


Hawkers (paid) - - - - - 10 

Hawkers (free) - - - - - | 

Mill dam licences - * - - - Nil 
Education. 


A report on the aided schools in the district is furnished on a 
separate Schedule.* 


Revenue. 


Collections during the year have been as follows :— 
eat ae a ag tht net re gig aa 
Head of Revenue. Amount. 


BS de 
Hut tax - - - - ~ - - 2,210 4 0 
‘Licences - ; - - - - - 160 0 0 
Hawkers’ licences - - - - - - 10.70" OD 
Fines - - - - - - - 51 8 0 
Ferry tolls - - - - - - 294 6 0 
Miscellaneous - a - . - - 37 7-0 
Fees of Court - - - - - - 22 10 0 
Marriage registration - - - - |e 

ee £2,777 7 Se 


a5 
This compares favourably with the previous year’s collection of 
1,999/. 4s. 6d. The total number of huts on which tax was paid 


this year is 4,141, and arrear tax amounting to 1227 10s. was 
collected. 


Population. 
The population of this district is about 20,000, 


Medical. 


There is no resident medical officer in Quthing, and in urgent 
cases it is necessary to send to Moliales Hoek, nearly 40 miles 
distant, for medical assistance. 

No cases of small-pox have been reported in the district during 
the past year. Vaccination has been carried on to some 
extent. 
ee REEL Ee Rie 2 ES RES SP AT Oe Ae te on ee Ue rae ad LA ONE To 

* Not printed. 
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Leprosy appears to be increasing, and a report on the subject 
has recently been made by the medical officer, Mohales 


Hoek. 
A number of deaths from enteric fever took place in various 


parts of the district about September 1893, principally among 
Ba Tembu. 


Passes. 


The following passes have been issued from this office during 
the year :— 


Ordinary passes : - - - 2,896 
To persons seeking service - - - 1,391 


Police. 


The police at this station are a smart body of men, and their 
duties, generally speaking, are well performed. When their duty 
to Government clashes with the wishes of their Chiefs, they are 
sometimes placed in awkward positions. This is inevitable in 
a country like this, where native self-government through the 


Chiefs is a part of the system. 


Patrol reports for the year show as under :— 


Number of patrols, 38. 
Total number of men engaged, 91. 
Estimated distance travelled by collective patrols, 2,922 


miles. 
Number of Arrests. 
For contravening Liquor Regulations - - 1 
For contravening Pass Laws - - - Nil 
For other offences - - - - 7 


The Returns of Lost and Stolen Stock show as follows :— 


Number 
Descrip- | reported | sumer Number ee Not 
tion. ioe or |pasutoland. not traced. by Police. recovered. 
stolen. 


Remarks, 


Horses’ - 1 i — 1 _ Returned to owner,, 


Oxen - 8 8 _ 
Other cattle 1 _- 1 - 1 Found at , 
Grey, whence 1 


was repo 
stolen. 


54 315 54 315 54 restored to 
, owner, 165 sup- 

sed to have 

n taken to the 

Transkei, no rea- 

son for supposing 

any of remainder 

were _, brought 

into this district. 


a 


8 _ Returned to owner, 


Sheep - 369 
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The criminal cases tried here during the year are as follows :— Basvroxann. 


Culpable homicide - - ° - il pe 
Rape - - : - - - 1 
Theft - - es ARR agi & 
Contravention Customs Regulations - - 2 
Contravention Trading Regulations - - | 
Assault - - - - - - 2 
Contempt of Court - - - - 1 
Breach of prison discipline - - - - 1 
Contravention of Pass Regulations - - - 1 


(Signed) S. Barrett, 
Assistant Commissioner. 
Assistant Commissioner’s Office, 
Quthing, 30 June, 1894. 


QacHa’s NExK. 
Annual Report for the Year ending 30th June 1894. 


General. 


I took over the duties as officer in charge at this station on the 
26th October 1893. 

During the past year, the general state of the district has been 
very peaceful, and with the exception of a dispute which has 
arisen between the Chiefs Mpiti and Sekake, as to certain rights 
in the neighbourhood of the Qaugua rivulet, relations between 
the different Chiefs appear to be of a friendly nature. 

The dispute above mentioned arose in September last, durin 
the ploughing season, and the Paramount Chief Lerotholi BL 
to inquire into the matter and settle it, but up to the present it is 
still in abeyance, and was the cause of hostilities nearly breaking 
out between Mpiti and Sekake at the beginning of this month 
(June) as to the right of cutting reeds in the same locality. 

The Chiefs have always rendered me ready assistance in tracing 
and recovering lost or stolen stock, and in bringing thieves to 
justice, 

Several Chiefs and headmen belonging to the Quthing and 
Mohales Hoek districts have been allowed to pay their hut-tax 
at this station during the past year, as it is more convenient for 
them to come here than to go to the stations of their respective 
districts, 

Foot-and-mouth disease, which was prevalent among some of 
the cattle last year, has entirely disappeared. 

On account of exceptionally early frosts this year, the majority 
of Kaffir corn and mealie crops have been destroyed before they 
had time to mature. The wheat crop was exceptionally good, 
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ear hina Relations with the neighbouring districts of the Cape Colony 
4d have been satisfactory, and the officials there have rendered me 
every assistance when I have had occasion to call upon them to do 
so in tracing and recovering lost or stolen stock, and arresting 

thieves from this district. 


Commercial. 


There are now two trading stations in the district, one having 
been recently opened at Mpiti’s, and both appear to be doing a 
fair trade. 


Mealies and Kaffir corn are steadily rising in price. 


The average prices paid by traders for produce and live stock 
uuring the year are as follows :— i 


Wheat, 3s. to 5s. per bag, 
Mealies, 3s. to 6s. per bag. 
Kaffir corn, 5s. to 12s. per bag. 
Wool, 2d. to 34d. per lb, 
Mohair, 5d. to 6d. per 1b. 
Hides, 1d. to 2d. per Ib, 
Cattle, 80s. to 42. each. 

Horses, 30s. to 3/, each, 

Sheep, 5s. to 10s. each. 

Goats, 4s. to 6s. each. 


Publie Works. 


During the year the new road from Strachan’s shop at 
Nquatsha to this station was completed, and is in good repair. 
I regret to say that the portion of the road from Mafube Mission 
Station to the above-mentioned shop, which I mentioned in a 
special report of the road, has not yet been repaired by the 
Colonial Government. 


Officers’ quarters and office hut were completed during the last 
year at this Station. 


Police. 


The detachment has been strengthened by the enrolment of 
four extra men, and now numbers fourteen. The work done has 
heen satisfactory and the men are very amenable to discipline. 


Paitrois. 


Number of patrols nerformed, 16. 
Number ot men engaged, 27. 
Estimated distance travelled, 1,650 miles. 
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Number of Arrests, 
For contravening Liquor Regulations - - 1 
For contravening Pass Regulations - - 5 
For other offences - - ~ ~ 8 


Estimated distance travelled by police on other duties than 
vegular patrols, 5,500 miles. 


Crime. 


Few cases of serious crime have occurred. One case of 
culpable homicide has been dealt with, and another is awaiting 
trial. 

Thieving amongst the Basuto proper is very rare, but is rather 
prevalent among the foreign natives who have been admitted into 
the district to reside. The thieving propensities of these people 
may in time redound to the discredit of the Basuto. Only one 
case of brandy smuggling has come to my notice, and though 
Ihave no doubt that liquor in small quantities is occasionally 
brought in, it is not sufficient to have any bad effect on the 
community in general. 


The following criminal and civil cases have been tried during 
the year :— 


Theft - - - - - 4 
Culpable homcide —- - - - 1 
Gaol breaking - - - - 1 
Contravening Liquor Regulations —- - 1 
Contravening Pass Regulations - - 3 
Contempt of Court - ~ - ~ 1 
Civil cases - - - - - 1 


Lost and Stolen Stock, 


The following return shows Lost or Stolen Stock reported 
during the year ending 30th June 1894 :— 


A Not traced | Recovered 
vans Traced into : ; Not 
Description. | Reported. in in Remarks, 
P Basutoland,| 5, .htoland. Basutoland,| Tecovered. 
Horses « . 6 _ 6 1 | 5 — 
Cattle - . 24 24 — 24 ass =. 
Revenue. 


The chief source of revenue is Hut Tax, which has been 
satisfactorily paid. J am unable to make a comparison with last 
year’s revenue as, as mentioned above, several more Chiefs have 
been added to the district, and the mode of bringing the Revenue 
to account has been altered. 
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ergs The following ia a return of Revenue collected :— 
Heads of Revenue. Amount. 
£ s. d. 
Hut Tax - : . : 1,082 0 6 
Licences - - = - = i < 20 0 @ 
Fines - ° - - - - - 12 16 O 
Fees of Court ° - - - “ - 0 2 6 
nme 

£1,064 19 0 


——— 


Amount of arrear Tax collected is 176/. 10s. 
Number of huts on which tax was paid, 1,958. 


Number of licences issued -— 


General traders -° . . = « 2 

Hawkers’ (paid) - . - - Nil 

Do. (free) - - - - Nil 

Mill dam licences - - « - Nil 
Passes. 


The following is a return of passes issued during the year :-— 


Seeking work - - > - $314 

Other purposes - - - = 1,697 

Total - - 3 5 Ou 
Medical, 


The general state of health of the inhabitants of this district 
appears to be very good. There is no medical officer attached to 
the station, but I am allowed to call upon the services of the 
District Surgeon of Matatiele in very urgent cases, though up to 
the preseni I have not yet had occasion to do so. 


Signed) Jno. T. Grirritu, 


Sub-Inspector, Basutoland Mounted Police, 
Officer in charge, Qucha’s Nek. 


Annual Report, Principal Meazcal Officer, Basutoland, for the 
year ending 30th June 1894, 


I have the honour to report as follows concerning the medical 
work in this territory during the past year :— 
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Since I assumed duty here, the additional regulations framed for 
the guidance of the medical officers have conduced to a greater 
efficiency in the work done by them. 

In January 1894, each station was inspected, the stores checked, 
and re-adjusted to meet the requirements of the different stations, 
a considerable saving being thus effected, especially in the outlay 
on drugs. A system of recording and checking stores has been 
initiated. The various hospital buildings have been much improved 
and additional furniture has been supplied at most stations. 

The epidemic of small-pox, which at one time threatened to 
become very serious, has been nearly stamped out. A full report 
on the subject was forwarded to you on 31st March. Since the 
date of that report, two fresh outbreaks occurred in the Berea 
district, but in both instances the disease was confined to the single 
individuals who had imported it, they having escaped from the 
quarantine lines in the Leribe district. ‘The weekly reports from 
the Medical Officer, Leribe, indicate that the epidemic is practically 
at an end, a result which is largely attributable to the thorough 


manner in which the infected villages and the inhabitants were 


disinfected before the quarantine was removed. 

According to your instructions, a careful record of vaccination 
has been kept and the returns sent in by the district medical 
officers give a total of 8,031 cases for ihe year. 


The proposed charge for medicine supplied to out-patients will 
undoubtedly considerably reduce the attendance, but the increased 
efficiency of the work which a smaller attendance will allow will 
more than compensate for the falling off in numbers. 


An exhaustive enquiry into the question of leprosy in so far 
as it affects this territory has been instituted, and is being carried 
out by the district medical officers, and when completed a full 
report, which it is hoped will contain some valuable information 
bearing on the question, will be presented. 


Arrangements are being made for the more careful and 
systematic recording of cases, and I hope to be in a position next 
yearjto incorporate in my report some useful statistical information 
in connection with the medical work. 

The increasing need for insisting on proper sanitation at the 
various stations was emphasized by the epidemic of typhoid fever 
which occurred at Mafeteng this year. 

I append a tabular statement of the total number of patients 
treated. 


(Signed) Epw. C. Lone, 
Principal Medical Officer. 
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Return showing the Number of Attendances at the Government 
Dispensaries in Basutoland, during the year ending June 30, 1894. 


pk et ee Ee eee 


District. Out-patients. | In-patients. | Vaccinations. Totals. 
eS TED Sa Eee PEER OS ee! CE ee ae Lee Le ee ee 
Maseru - - 5,591 60 2,693 8,344 
Mafeting 7,027 45 1,804 8,876 
Mohales Hoek - 6,304 7 920 7,301 
Leribe - - 3,930 50 2,614 6,594 
Total - 22,852 232 8,031 ~B1,115 ae 


| 


cee Eh hs a a ee SS ear 


Annual Report Medical Officer, Maseru, for the year ending 
June 30, 1894. 


I have the honour to report as under concerning the medical 
work in this district during the past twelve months. 
I assumed duty here on the 15th November 1893. 


The annexed table shows the number of patients treated. 
ne ee ge pe Bana aa a atk ea 


— | Admittec,| Cured. | Relieved. | Died. ins a 
ospital. 
LO ee OE noe eA TT Sete ene a ee 
In-patients - | 60 | 25 19 | 2 5 
Out-patients - | New cases 4,895. Subsequent attendances 986. 


nn nn nnn ee EEE ESSE Ea eeaEEnSC 


The district has, with the exception of several cases of chicken- 
pox and measles, been free from epidemics, and, bearing in mind 
the large number of natives entering the district from infected 
territories, it is fortunate to have escaped the advent of small-pox, 

Vaccination has been vigorously carried out, upwards of 2,690 
cases having been done at the hospital since July last. 

The health of the police detachment has been on the whole 
good. Venereal diseases are, however, very prevalent among them. 

Some repairs and alterations are urgently needed to the Hospital 
buildings. The proposed conversion of two small wards into one 
large one will add considerably to the comfort of the patients. 

I regret to have to report that the sanitary condition of the 
station is not as it should be. Suggestions for regulating and 
enforcing sanitation have been submitted fer approval to the 
Resident Commissioner. 

(Signed) Epw. C. Lone, 
Medical Officer. 
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Annual Report Medical Officer, Leribe, for the year ending 
30th June 1894. 


At the end of the present year, I have the honour to forward for 
your perusal a report of the medical work accomplished in the 
district. 

The public health has not been as.good as in previous years, 
several epidemics, happily very mild in form, having been prevalent. 

The total number of patients having attended the Leribe Hospital 
has been 3,980, of whom 3,023 were new cases, 907 subsequent 
attendances and 50 treated as in-patients. 

The majority of hospital patients were admitted for surgical 
operations ; almost all did well, only one having died shortly after 
admission. Another death from pemphigus manatorum, admitted 
in extremis, took place at the beginning of the year. 

The usual diseases met at the dispeasary were, heading the 
list, gastric disorders 536 cases, bronchial disorders 218, and 
rheumatism 127. I note also the frequency of abscesses, wounds, 
and venereal affections. True mokhaola, or syphilis, was only 
detected in 84 cases; but many diseases, such as synovitis, eczema, 
&c., had a specific origin. 

In October last, the first cases of small-pox were seen at 
Monuamyana’s, a village situated two hours away from the Leribe 
police camp. The infection came from the Free State, having 
been imported there from the Randt. The epidemic invaded, one 
after another, four villages and has lastly located itself in a fifth 
one at Chaka’s, where it is dying out. 

From 250 to 300 natives suffered from the disease ; 20 cases 
were fatal, but the fever was of a mild character generally. 

An epidemic of varicella prevalent at the same time rendered 
the keeping of the quarantine somewhat irksome at first, as natives 
could not be made to understand the difference between the two 
diseases. 

An epidemic of measles, followed by one of ophthalmia, was also 
rife during the months of March and April, but has now entirely 
disappeared. 

The health of the police detachment, as well as of the prisoners 
in gaol, has been fair during the year. 

‘The hospital buildings are in good repair, though some 
improvements and alterations are still necessary to make them 
perfect. 

‘The sanitary condition of the police camp does not call fer any 
special remarks. 

(Signed) _G. CASALIs, 
Medical Officer. 
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Annual Report Medical Officer, Mafeteng, for the year ending 
30th June 1894. 


The number of persons treated at the Government Free 
Dispensary during the past year was 7,027; of these, 5,615 new 
cases 1,412 re-attendances. 


Tn addition, 24 persons were treated at the hospital as in-patients 
for periods varying with the necessity of their cases. 

Of the above numbers, 51, or 10 per cent. of all cases, were 
treated for some manifestation of syphilis, and, though this may 
appear a high percentage if taken to represent the average 
prevalence of the disease in this district, I am nevertheless of 
opinion that the facts observed are such as to encourage the belief 
that the frequency and virulence of this disorder are declining, 
‘while a larger proportion of persons affected yearly present 
themselves for treatment. 


II. The hospital buildings are in good repair, and the 
accommodation has been found sufficient for all ordinary demands. 


III. The health of the police force has been very good, nothing 
but minor ailments having come under observation, with one 
exception, where it was found necessary to invalid from the force a 
man suffering from old-standing constitutional disease. 

The health of the prisoners has also been very satisfactory. 


IV. Public vaccination has been steadily proceeded with; 
during the year, 1,804 persons have been vaccinated at the 
free dispensary. No case of small-pox has been reported in the 
district. 

V. In April this year, instructions were issued for an inspection 
by the Medical Officer of all lepers and persons supposed to be lepers 
residing within the district ; a systematic investigation was organised, 
and the results of the inquiry have been embodied in a separate 
report, now in the hands of the principal Medical Officer. 


VI. During a year the meteorological conditions of which were 
those known to be favourable to the outbreak and spread of 
certain zymotic diseases, I have to report comparatively few cases 
which come under this heading. 

An outbreak of typhoid fever occurring during the months of 
March and April, affecting European and native residents on the 
atation, has formed the subject of a special report by me earlier in 
the year. 

With the carrying out of the scheme now under consideration 
for supplying the station with pure water from a spring distant 
nearly two miles from this outskirts, there is every reason to believe 
that this disease will be stamped out so far as cases originating in 
the station are concerned. 

Two or three limited outbreaks of diphtheria have also been 
recorded, The disease was prevalent in the neighbouring 
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territories early in the year, and the cases here were rather 
epidemic than endemic. 

To the want of subsoil drainage and the absence of sanitary 
regulations, I attribute the repeated recurrence of the disease once 
introduced, evils which would make themselves more severely felt 
in a season remarkable for its heavy rainfall. 

(Signed) M. E. LEIcEsTER, 
Medical Officer. 


Annual Report Medical Officer, Mohales Hoek, for the Year 
ending 30th June 1894. 


I have the honour to submit to you a report of the medical 
work done in this district during the year ending 30th June 
1894, 


The following table shows the number of patients treated at the 
tospital and dispensary :— 


(a.) In-patients - ~ - - 77 
(b.) Out-patients : 


(1.) New patients - “ - - 4,383 
(2.) Subsequent attendances - - 1,844 
Total - - - - 6,304 


There is a slight decrease in numbers compared with last 
ear, 
‘ Syphilis is still prevalent, but there has been a steady decrease 
in the numbers presenting themselves for treatment during the 
last three years. Hereditary cases of the disease are getting more 
frequent, but the illness, as a rule, runs a mild course and is very 
amenable to treatment. 

Cases of gastric trouble, principally dyspepsia, are numerous 
and they form almost half of the number of those who present 
themselves at the dispensary. 

Nine hundred and twenty persons were vaccinated during the 
year ; of these 189 came under the new regulations. The people 
do not take kindly to vaccination. During the last six months 
only four presented themselves voluntarily to undergo the 
operation, although notices were issued from time to time urging 
upon them the necessity for vaccination. 

A leprosy investigation is being made in this district as in 
others in Basutoland. Up to the present time, I have seen and 
examined 28 lepers in this district and 14 in Quthing. 

There have been no epidemics during the year, 

The health of the police detachinent has been good, 
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The hospital buildings have lately been overhauled, and they 
are now in a good state of repair. 

The sanitary condition of the camp is satisfactory. The water 
supply is ample and of good quality. I would recommend that 
the reeds round the cistern be cleared away and that a pump be 
got for the reservoir instead of having it open. and dipping in 
buckets, as at present. 

(Signed) W. M. MacFartang, M.D., 
Acting Medical Oificer. 
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The following, among other, Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial 
Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained for a few pence from 
the sources indicated on the title page :— 


ANNUAL. 

No. Colony. 

95 | Lagos - - - F ° i 
96 Sierra Leone % - a = tn 
97 | Fiji - m= - ‘ ‘ é 
98 | Rodrigues - . - - - » 
99 St. Helena - - - = 2 
100 | British Bechuanaland - - - - 
101 British Guiana - = £ a M 
102 Newtoundland - ° - = is 
103 | Jamaica - . = ‘ 3 
104 Victoria -« - a - ~ P: 
105 Bermuda - - - = i 
106 Gambia - = = s - a 
107 | Hong Kong - - - - a 
108 St. Vincent - : = . 
109 | Gibraltar - & FA = 3 , 
110 | Bahamas - « ws 4s - . 
1}1 Turks and Caicos Islands - - - - 
112 Leeward Islands - * “ = 
113 Barbados - » = » c é 
114 | Malta - - = 7: - 
115 Zululand - - 3 = “ . 
116 | British Honduras - “ - = i 
117. | Trinidad and Tobago - * - : 
118 Falkland Islands - - - - - 
119 | Rodrigues - - - - - 
120 Mauritius - = - « z os 
121 Straits Settlements - - - - 
122 Labuan - - - « a = 
123 Basutoland - - “ - - 
124 St. Lucia - - - = - - 
125 St. Helena . - - - - 
126 | Ceylon - - - - “ z 
127 | Fiji a ~ i é P: 2 
128 Grenada - - = - a - 
129 Sierra Leone . - - - - 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

No. Colony. Subject. 

1 | Gold Coast - - | Economic Agriculture. 

2 | Zululand - - - | Forests. 

3 | Sierra Leone - - | Geology and Botany. 


1892-93 


1892 


1892-93 


1892 
1893 
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No. 130. 


BRITISH BECHUANALAND. 


(For Reports for 1892-8, see Colonial Report [Annual] No. 100.) 


Sir W. G. Cameron to the Marqusss oF RIpon. 


Government House, Cape Town, 
( Extract.) August 4, 1894. 

I wave the honour to transmit, for your Lordship’s 
information, a copy of a despatch from the Administrator of 
British Bechuanaland, enclosing the annual reports of the 
Territory for the year 1893-4. 


It would be convenient if printed copies of these reports could 
be sent out at an early date. 


I concur with Sir S. Shippard in thinking that the progress 
of the Colony during the past financial year has been satisfactory, 
although I consider that the diminution in the export of produce 
of the Colony proper is not a healthy sign. 


I do not propose to comment on the various suggestions which 
are made in the course of the reports, as it will be more convenient 
that they should, where necessary, be made the subject of separate 
despatches. 


I am glad, however, to note the economy and increased efficiency 


attained by the transfer of the Post Office to the charge of the 
Cape Postmaster-General. 


I 83470. Wt. 20348. 
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Bririss From the ADMINISTRATOR, Vryburg, to His Excellency the 


re, nan Hic Commissioner, Cape Town. 
a Administrator’s Office, British Bechuanaland, 
(Extract.) Vryburg, July 24, 1894. 


I wave the honour to forward, for your Excellency’s 
information, the following reports on the progress and condition of the 
Crown Colony of British Bechuanaland, and of the Bechuanaland 
Protectorate, for the year ending the 3lst March 1894 :— 


Page, 
1. The Colonial Secretary and Receiver-General 
2. The Crown Prosecutor - - - 12 
3. The Surveyor-General - ~ - 14 
4, The Registrar of Deeds.* 
5. The Postmaster-General - - - 20 
6. The Collector of Customs - - - 25 
7. The Inspector of Native Reserves - - 32 
8. The Master of the Chief Magistrate’s Court.* 
9. The Civil Commissioner and. Resident Magis- 
trate of Vryburg - - - - 33 
10. The Civil Commissioner and Resident Magis- 
trate of Mafeking - - - - 36 
11. The Civil Commissioner and Resident Magis- 
trate of Taungs - - - - 39 
12, The Civil Commissioner and Resident Magis- 
trate of Kuruman - - - - 4l 
13. The Civil Commissioner and Resident Magis- 
trate of Gordonia - - - - 42 
14. The District Surgeon of Vryburg —- - 43 
15. The Matron of Vryburg Hospital - - 43 
16. The District Surgeon of Mafeking — - - 44 
17. The District Surgeon of Gordonia —- - 44 
18. The District Surgeon of Taungs - - 45 
19. The District Surgeon of Kuruman - ~ 46 
20 The Assistant Commissioner for the Southern 46 
Protectorate - - - - 
21, The Assistant Commissioner of Palapye - 48 
22. The Officer Commanding the Bechuanaland 
Border Police, including reports from 
Medical Officers - - « 2 
23. The Engineer Officer in charge of Public 
Works.* 


Ra aa aaa cn OO 
* Not printed. 
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These reports show that the progress of British Bechuanaland 
during the past financial year has been eminently satisfactory. 


(1.) The revenue during this period has been the highest received 
in any year since the establishment of Her Majesty’s Sovereignty 
in this Territory and it bids fair to increase steadily. 


The increased expenditure has been due solely to the part taken 
by the Bechuanaland Border Police in successful military 
operations in Matabeleland. The revenue exhibits an increase of 
upwards of 10,0002 over that of the preceding financial year, 
while, apart from war payments, the nominal expenditure would have 
shown a decrease of about 6,000/. on tiat of the previous year. 


(3.) The value of land in the Crown Colony has risen. 
Notwithstanding this, the limited area of vacant Crown Land 
still available is offered for sale on very moderate and favourable 
terms. 


(5.) The work of the Postal and Telegraph Department has 
been satisfactorily performed. The actual loss in carrying on the 
Department during the past financial year has been reduced to 
1,329/. 5s. 1d., while the revenue is increasing, so that before long 
the Postal and Telegraph Service of British Bechuanaland and 
the Protectorate will in all probability be self-supporting. The 
Post Office Savings Bank is productive of great public benefit. 


There is a general movement, in which the Vryburg Chamber 
of Commerce is taking the lead, in favour of the reduction of 
inland and intercolonial letter postage to the uniform Cape rate 
of one penny per half-ounce, and also of the cost of telegrams to a 
uniform rate of one shilling for twelve words and one penny for 
every additional word. 


(6.) During the past financial year, the Bechuanaland Protectorate 
was admitted into the South African Customs Union. 


The Customs returns show that there has been no decline in 
local trade in British Bechuanaland ; that there has been an 
increase cf 784 per cent. in the value of goods entered for removal 
to the Protectorate ; and that in the value of goods removed under 
rebate through Bechuanaland to the territory of the British 
South Africa Company last year there has been an increase of 
131 per cent. 

In the quarter ending the 30th September 1893, the preparation 
in connection with the war in Matabeleland, combined with a2 
reduction in rates, caused an increase in through traffic of no less 
than 642 per cent. over that of the corresponding quarter of the 
year 1892. 

During the quarter ending the 31st March last, the value of 
goods removed under rebate through Bechuanaland to Matabeleland 
and Mashonaland was 72 per cent. greater than during the 
corresponding period in 1893. 
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There has been a steady decrease in the quantity of wool and 
mohair exported during the past three years. Owing to the 
ravages of locusts, the quantity of cereals exported from Bechuana- 
land to the Cape Colony was only one-sixth of the previous year’s 
total. 

The item, agricultural produce (including potatoes), shows an 

increase of about 110 per cent. over the exports for the preceding 
ear. 

, The export of timber and firewood has decreased in consequence 

of the substitution of South African coal for wood at Kimberley and 

elsewhere. 

The weight of skins, hides, horns, and ivory exported shows a 
decrease of 15 per cent., partly due to the fact that lung sickness 
has been of late less prevalent among native cattle. Efforts have 
been made, by means of stringent laws and by the imposition of a 
high license, with the concurrence of the Native Chiefs in the 
Protectorate, to prevent the total destruction of many beautiful 
kinds of big game, for which South Africa was formerly famous. 
The wanton destruction of these creatures, and especially the 
useless slaughter of vast numbers of female and young elephants, 
in past years is to be deplored.. Ivory is now becoming very 
scarce south of the Zambesi. In 1892, the value of the ivory that 
passed through Mafeking was 3,500/. Last year it was less than 
1,0002, and, if the precautions now being taken fail of effect, the 
extinction of the elephant in South Africa may be regarded as a 
question of a comparatively short time. 


(7.) The natives throughout the Crown Colony have been 
peaceable, law-abiding, and fairly prosperous. The amount of hut- 
tax collected, viz., 3,940/. 10s. only falls short of the estimate by 
60/., and the increase on the collection of the previous years 
amounts to 5791. 10s. 


(8.) The report of the Master of the Chief Magistrate’s Court 
shows a balance of Trust funds in hand amounting to 4,595/. 5s., 
all invested in the Post Office Savings Bank at 3% per cent. 


(9.-13.) The reports of the Civil Commissioners and Resident 
Magistrates of the several districts are indicative of general 
prosperity and steady progress and, taken in conjunction with 
the report of the Crown Prosecutor exhibit a comparative absence 
of serious crime. 

The influx of young farmers from the Cape Colony and the 
neighbouring republics has been considerable for some time past 
and more than three-fourths of the farms in the district of Vryburg 
are now occupied. 

The scheme adopted hy the Vryburg Management Board 
for supplying the town with water from certain springs on the 
west has proved successful. 

The town of Mafeking is now plentifully supplied with pure 
water through the enterprise of the members of a local syndicate. 


COLONIAL REPORTS.—ANNUAL. i 


Under a lease granted to them by the Chief Montsioa with the 
concurrence of his people, the water is brought from a spring in 
the Native Reserve to a receiving tank near the border of the 
commonage, through which it is conveyed in iron pipes to the 
European town, the total fall from the spring being 60 feet, and 
from the receiving tank 28 feet. The supply of water far exceeds 
the requirements of the present population of the European 
township, and the surplus water could be readily conducted by pipes 
through the Police Camp and down to Montsioa’s village. 


The public service sustained last year a severe loss by the death 
of Major Stanley Lowe, Civil Commissioner and Resident 
Magistrate of Taungs, who had done much good work in this 
Territory, where he was universally esteemed. 

In spite. of the damage done by locusts aud excessive rains 
throughout the Territory during the past year, the new crops appear 
to be unusually promising, and no scarcity need be apprehended, 
at least as regards the Protectorate and the Molopo Native 
Reserve. The new wheel-tax imposed on all owners of vehicles 
for the purpose of providing funds for the repair of roads, appears 
to have occasioned much dissatisfaction among some of the native 
tribes, especially the Batlapin of Taungs. The rate levied is 10s. 
per annum for a waggon and 5s. for acart. The Inspector of 
Native Reserves reports that large numbers of natives have 
already left the Crown Colony and settled in the Protectorate in 
order to evade payment of both hut-tax and wheel-tax. 


Technical instruction is needed by the natives of Bechuanaland, 
but in other respects adequate provision has been made by mis- 
sionary societies for their education. Efforts have been made to 
supply the want of education for European children. The best 
possible use has been made of the Government grant in aid of 
undenominational schools for EKuropean children in Vryburg and 
Mateking, and also of farm schools in the District of Vryburg. 
Much however remains to be done; more school buildings and 
furniture and more teachers are urgently required. 

The Vryburg Hospital is well managed and has proved a great 
boon to the community. 

An outbreak of small-pox at Mafeking has been stamped out 
through the vigorous measures adopted by the Village Manage- 
ment Board with the support of the Government. A lazaretto 
was promptly established with complete isolation, vaccination was 
insisted upon and the Board was by Proclamation invested with 
coercive powers, which were used with satisfactory results. 


(18.) In the Protectorate during the past year, the chiefs Sebele 
and Lenchwe have occasioned some trouble. Sebele’s refusal io 
comply with an award made by the Assistant Commissioner of the 
Southern Protectorate in a dispute about cattle with a native 
named Chwene led to preparations for an expedition which was 
rendered unnecessary by the submission of the Bakwena chief at 


the last moment. 
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Smsrine A dispute between some of Khama’s people and some of Sebele’s 
BrcHUANA- ° ; ‘ ; 
cei men respecting boundaries and water rights led to loss of life, 
1898-4. but was dealt with as an ordinary criminal case by the Assistant- 
= Comuissioner. 


The aggression of the Bakhatla Chief Lenchwe on the territory 
of the Bamangwato threatened at one time to lead to hostilities 
between Khama and Lenchwe. This danger has been averted, and 
the Chiefs have agreed to submit to the award of a Commission 
appointed to arbitrate on the questions at issue.* 


The plundering of Baralong caravans in the German Protec- 
torate on their way from Damaraland, and the massacres of 
Bechuanas within the British Protectorate by the Korannas of 
Gobabi’s under the late Andries Lambert have been put a stop 
to by the German Authorities, by whom that Chief was taken 
prisoner and shot. 


The recent military operations in which the Bechuanaland Border 
Police teok part in Matabeleland are too well-known to need more 
than a passing reference here. 


(20.) Satisfactory progress has been made by the Department of 
Public Works both in the Crown Colony and Protectorate under 
the able supervision of Major Panzera. 


In conclusion, I desire to express my cordial appreciation of the 
excellent work done by the members of the Bechuanaland Civil 
Service and also of the invaluable services of the Bechuanaland 
Border Police. 


His Excellency the SIDNEY SHIPPARD, 
Governor and High Commissioner, Administrator, 
Cape Town. 


nn a vO CET TESCNENCnEIS nen 


* Nore.—Since the above was written the award has been made and accepted. 
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Report of the CotonrtaAL SECRETARY and RECEIVER-GENERAL 
for the year 1893-94. 


(Extract.) Vryburg, July 7, 1894. 
I HAVE the honour to submit the annual report of this 
Department for the year ending the 31st March last. 


The following are comparative statements of revenue and 
expenditure in British Bechuanaland, and the Protectorate, during 


the last five financial years :— 


Revenue 
woe 1889-90.|} 1890-91. | 1891-92. | 1892-93.) 1893-94. 
£ £ £ £ £ 
Customs Revenue - - ~ 2,448 12,579 | 13,326 16,392 
Hat tax A ‘ -| 2,246 3,410 1,975 | 3,450 3,941 
Licenses - - -| 2,361 2,917 3,252 | 3,228 3,024 
Revenue stamps - - 1,534 2,154 2,743 2,514 2,515 
Transfer duty - - - 2,497 2,730 2,996 2,993 3223 
Auction duty - - - 69 190 223 197 242 
Fines and fees - - 292 772 565 654 959 
Survey receipts - - 1,291 1,507 538 2,820 4,097 
Colony - -| 1,866 2,204 3,096 | 2,535 
Pept OMe) a ractaisie ok 4 B98r | eae) e017 | sae } u186 
Telegraphs  - - a i asi 2,548 2,605 | 2,492 2,431 
Quit-rents - 3,287 4,330 3,758 3,871 5,574 
Other rents - - - aes 195 474 410 265 
Sales of Government property - 166 606 2,440 465 815 
Sundries - - - 134 215 340 125 169 
Sundry receipts in aid -| 1,140 1,123 1,724 | 2,125 3,353 
Contribution from British South 
Africa Company - - —_ 2,475 3,100 406 aes 

Protectorate revenue - - _ — 452 1,344 1,100 


Total, excluding land sales- | 18,449 31,231 45,875 | 45,157 52,796 
Land sales - - - 1,099 11,270 5,061 187 2,574 


Total - ” £ 19,548 42,501 50,986 | 45,344 55,370 
ee 
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Expenditure. 

a ae oe SE ES - s  RE eeee SeT ee 

—- 1889-90.| 1890—91.} 1891-92. | 1892-93.| 1893-94. 
a Ns er ee rr lal alka pe 

£ £ & £ £ 

Pensions - : : 5 Se ie ee eC) Reel Oa 
Administrator’s Department - | 2,709 3,374 3,016 | 3,274 | 3,161 
Colonial Secretary and Receiver- 

General’s Department - | 1,424 2,350] 9174] 9,302 | 2,337 
Store Department - - 578 516 ae aed es 
Native affairs - - . 515 871 898 1,410 | 11,77 
Legal Department - -| 1,331 8,092 | 4141] 3,882] 4,206 
District Administration - - | 5,313 5,936 | 6,809 | 7,180 | 7,258 
Posts and Telegraphs  - -| 7,121 9,661 | 15,621 | 14,846 | 12,593 
Customs - = “s fs im as 1,122 1,167 1,392 
Police - 2 - - | 66,639 | 106,229 | 95.391 | 94,234 | 178,773 
Education - - - — 248 307 568 750 
Transport - - - | 1,809 774 533 914 | 1,045 
Miscellaneous - . - | 2,281 2,240] 4998| 3,788 | 4,752 
Surveyor General’s Department - | 3,879 | 11,014) 9339] 6,920] 6,670 
Hospital - - - “ ar eS = 1,210 500 
Public works recurrent - - ts sae { 939 919 892 | 1,839 

Pr » extraordinary a 1,779 | 5,929 | 8,153 | 7,685 
Assistant Commissioner, Palapye - 815 2,408 | 2,085 851 865 

me mi Gaberones | — 1,160 | 1,642 1,536 | 1485 
Special payments - -| — 4,551 762 vg) 
Concessions Commissions - — — =e =. 585 

Sea Ted Pm SE MD |v ee 
Total - ‘ £/98,405 | 158,392 |154,929 [154,087 |(937,998 
REVENUE. 


The revenue under customs may be considered as satisfactory, 
though it is true that the Crown Colony share of the total (12,816/.) 
shows no increase on the amount realised last year. The reason 
for this and the items of the substantial amount. collected this 
year for the first time from this source in the Protectorate are 
fully dealt with-in the report of the Collector of Customs, 


The items, licenses, revenue stamps, auction duty, post-office, 
telegraphs, rents, sales of Government Property and sundries are 
normal and call for no remark beyond those which have been 
offered in the reports of officers charged with their collection. 


The items, hut-tax, transfer duty, survey receipts, and quit-rents 
show a satisfactory increase. 
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The increase in the proceeds from hut-tax is due to the 
assistance received by the Inspector of Native Reserves by the 
addition of a collector to his staff, and would, no doubt, have been 
greater, had not the inspector himself been detached on special 
duties for some months in the past year. 

The increases under the heads of transfer duty, Survey receipts, 
and quit-rents are noticeable as evincing an appreciation of land in 
the territory. It is evident that farmers are now able to take out 
their titles and pay their rents where the latter are reasonable. 

The Protectorate Revenue as shown does not include the amount 
realized from the entry of the Protectorate into the Customs 
Union, which has resulted in an addition of 3,814/., to the revenue, 
shown under the head of customs. 

The revenue from other sources in the Protectorate is 
disappointing. The absence of any taxation of natives there is 
also likely to prejudice the Hut Tax receipts in this Territory, 
as numbers of natives are sure to remove to places where they 
are not liable for Hut cr Wheel Tax. The fact that no taxation 
is levied on the natives in the Protectorate has, moreover, a bad 
effect both on them and on the natives in the Crown Colony ; 
many of the former have an idea that the Government cannot, or 
dare not, tax them; while the latter suffer from a sense of injury 
in having to pay ten shillings for a hut and ten shillings for a 
waggon, while other and less loyal natives, whom we have 
protected and are protecting at great expense, go scot free. 

Land Sales :—There have been a fair number of transactions 
under this head, and the sales concluded during the past year are 
not only directly profitable, but indirectly furnish a valuable 
addition to the Revenue. The majority of the purchasers are, 
or propose to become, genuine occupiers of the land, and the fact 
of land being occupied as well as sold much enhances the value of 
the transaction to Government, who receive thereby additional 
revenue from Customs and other heads, No great quantity of 
direct revenue can in the future be expected from sales of Jand in 
the Crown Colony, as, when the demands of the British South 
Africa Company, in consideration of the Mafeking Railwa 
extension, have been satisfied, there will be but little suitable 
Crown Land left for disposal south of the Molopo. 


EXPENDITURE. 


Of the twenty items shown, those for ordinary civil 
administration all adhere pretty closely tothe amounts shown in 
the revised estimate submitted in December last, and call for 
no observation. 

The amount set down in the original and approved estimates 
for Police was 89,7502, aud on the outbreak of hostilities in: 
Matabeleland it became necessary to ask for a supplementary 
vote, which was fixed at 80,000/. The actual. expenditure was: 
178,7731. showing an excess of 9,0234. 
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The value of forage, clothing, saddlery, arms, ammunition, 
medical stores, and camp equipment, either unissued, unexpended, 
or on Joan to the British South Africa Company on the 31st 
March last is, however, considerably in excess of this sum. The 
purchase of these articles was, however, necessary, and their being 
still on hand should result in a large saving under the head of 
“ Other Charges” in the Police vote for the current year. 

It may also be mentioned that a charge of 5,305/. for telegraph 
extension, made at the time for military purposes, is also included 
in this amount, and would appear to be now more properly 
chargeable to Posts and Telegraphs. 

The excess of actual over estimated payments for all services is 
5,506Z, which is, however, almost balanced by a surplus of 4,770. 
of actual against estimated revenue. 

Apart from the Matabele war expenditure, the financial 
statement I now submit to your Honour presents satisfactory 
signs that the progress of the country is, though gradual, distinct, 
and that the cost of its administration does not increase in 
proportion to the additional. duties that have devolved upon 
the Government through an increase of population and fresh 
legislation. The revenue shows an increase of 10,026. over that 
of the preceding year. The expenditure, apart from the war 
payments, would have shown a decrease of at least 6,0002. on that 
of the previous year. 


F. J. NEwrTon, 
Colonial Secretary and 
His Honour the Administrator, Receiver-General. 
Vryburg. 


Report of the CROWN PRCSECUTOR. 


The state of crime in the Crown Colony during the year ending 
April 30th last has, with the exception of a slight increase in 
stock thefts, been more or less normal. In almost every instance 
these stock thefts were committed by Colonial Kafirs who are 
noted for their cattle-lifting proclivities. Of late years there has 
been a steady influx from the Cape Colony of these natives, who 
were obliged to move from locations on private farms, in consequence 
of the enforcement of the Native Locations Acts. They have 
settled on private farms and on Natives Reserves in this Territory 
and area source of annoyance to adjoining farmers. Jn my opinion, 
stock theft would be greatly minimized by the strict entorcement 
of the laws dealing with Native Reserves and private locations, and 
by so amending the law relating to the removal of stock as to 
prevent such removal except on printed passes, properly stamped. 
Under existing law, cattle, &c., may be removed upon written passes 
signed bya magistrate,justice of the peace,field-cornet,or landholder. 
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An opportunity of forging the signatures of these persons is thus 


afforded, and these Colonial Kafirs do not hesitate, in the case of Becuuana- 


stolen stock, to avail themselves of the inadequacy of the law, and, 
as the police are, in many instances, unable to detect these forgeries, 
the amendment I have suggested appears to be expedient. I may 
mention that the necessity of printed passes bearing a particular 
mark or stamp has been discussed in the Cape Parliament during 
the present session, and I have reason to believe that the Cattle 
Removal Act will be amended accordingly. 

There have been numerous convictions under the Jaw prohibiting 
the supply of liquor to natives, but I am pleased to be able to 
report that in two instances only were the offenders licensed 
victuallers, this crime being almost entirely confined to degraded 
Europeans, and half-castes (“Cape boys”) not members of any native 
tribe, kraal, or location. I am inclined to think that, were the 
liquor law so amended as either to include half-castes, irrespective 
of residence, within the category of the .term “ Native,” or, while 
not prohibiting the sale of liquor to them, to declare that the liquor 
must be consumed on the licensed premises of the victualler, the 
illicit traffic would be materially lessened. 

The Proclamation regulating the sale of Kafir beer in native 
locations within the limits of townships, has not, in the case of 
Vryburg, proved a beneficial measure, for drunkenness amongst 
native servants and others residing in the location has by no means 
decreased. I therefore venture to suggest the repeal of this 
Proclamation and the prohibition of the making, selling, or supply 
of Kafir beer within the limits of townships. 

I am pleased to say that the law imposing a tax on vehicles, 
which I feared would be an unpopular enactment, has been most 
willingly and cheerfully observed. 

The health of the prisoners throughout the Territory has been 
remarkably good. They have been usefully employed in brick- 
making, erecting public buildings and on other public works. The 
cost of their maintenance, so far as the Central gaol at Vryburg is 
concerned, is about equal to the value of the work they perform. 
I, however, consider that their labour would be more remunerative 
were they placed under stricter supervision, for they are at present, 
when outside the precincts of the gaols, under-the charge of native 
guards, who are utterly incapable of exercising over them the 
necessary control and of enforcing proper discipline. 

1 have in former reports expressed an opinion in favour of the 
establishment of a Kecorder’s Court, with jurisdiction equal to 
that of the Supreme Court of the Cape Colony. I am still of the 
same opinion. The proceedings in several cases adjudicated upon 
during the year covered by this report clearly show that the 
jurisdiction vested in Resident Magistrates is excessive, and point 
to the necessity of a change in the present judicial system. If, on 
financial or other grounds, it be considered inexpedient to establish 
a Recorder’s Court, I would suggest that serious criminal cases be 
tried either by a special Court consisting of the Chief Magistrate 
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Bririsx and two Magistrates, or by the Magistrate of the district assisted 
Bromvana- by two or four assessors. The former course is preferable, for it 


1893-3, Would, I think, be more satisfactory and would, moreover, enable 
— the Crown Prosecutor to supervise and conduct many important 


prosecutions, over which he has, under existing eircumstances 
very little, and in some instances no, control whatsoever. 

I desire again to call attention to the very urgent need of an 
Extradition ‘Treaty between this Territory and the South African 
Republic. 

With respect to my department, the Bechuanaland Protectorate 
offers few materials for an annual report, and as the Assistant 
Commissioners and Magistrates have doubtless in their annual 
reports furnished His Honour the Administrator with criminal 
statistics, it will perhaps be sufficient for me to remark that, with 
the exception of one case of murder in which the accused was 
found guilty and executed, the few crimes committed were not 
serious. 


I take this opportunity of testifying to the very able and efficient 
manner in which Dr. Ward performed the duties attached to the 
office of Crown Prosecutor on the occasions when I was engaged 
on the Protectorate Concession Commission and the Bechuanaland. 
Concession Court. 

J. VINTCENT, 
Crown Prosecutor. 


Report of the SuRVEYOR-GENERAL for 1893-4, 


Surveyor-General’s Office, Vryburg, 
British Bechuanaland, 
(Extract.) April 25, 1894. 

As a preface to my report for the year 1893-1894, I have 
the honour to state that on my arrival here on the Ist of May 1893 
the first question which presented itself was the advantageous 
disposal of the vacant Crown Lands, the conditions of sale of which 
presented great difficulties. Provisional rights of selection of land 
had already been granted to two or three applicants, pending His 
Excellency the Governor’s approval of the proposed Conditions of 
Sale, based on suggestions made by the late Surveyor-General, 
and partly approved of by His Excellency the Governor. During 
this year, and before the publication of the conditions of sale 
eventually sanctioned by His Excellency on the 7th December 
fast, I registered a large number of applications for land, the 
applicants for which have since for the most part fulfilled the 
preliminary provisions prescribed in these conditions. The 
demand for land is increasing, but the land desired by applicants 
has now been applied for by the British South Africa Company, 
and Ido not look forward to many more sales, except in the north 
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of Gordonia, where I thiuk land could be sold at 1s. per morgen. 
An application was also received from the London and Pretoria 
Financial Company, the present representatives of the Bechuana- 
land Estate Syndicate offering to return the larger number of farms, 
comprising the 1,000 square miles purchased by the latter 
Company, and on which there was payable an annual quit-rent of 
1,265/.'19s. 6d., together with an arrear balance of 541. 19s. 6d., 
on receiving a certain number of farms in freehold. This matter 
has not yet been finally settled. 

On the 3rd July 1893, a Commission, consisting of F, J. Newton, 
Esq., C.M.G., Mr. R. Girdwood, and myself, appointed to enquire 
into the claims of du-Toit and others for land surveyed into the 
Genesa Location, and to settle the. boundaries of the Marokwen 
Location, proceeded to these places and returned to Vryburg on 
the 21st July. They submitted their reports, the recommendations 
contained in which were eventually approved of by His Excellency 
the Governor. The result was that du-Toit, and the other 
claimants received the land claimed by them, and the natives were 
granted the farm “ Jakals Draai” in compensation as an addition to 
their location in lieu of the ground given up to the farmers above 
mentioned. As, however, the farm “Jakals Draai” was mortgaged 
the Imperial Government for portion of the Stellaland Debt it 
became necessary to recommend the release of this farm from its 
mortgage, and I suggested that the farms Biesjes Viakte and 
Ongeluks Spruit should be mortgaged in lieu thereof. Pending 
further correspondence with the Secretary of State I have 
recommended the sale of all the farms mortgaged by public auction 
on condition that no sale take place if the total of the highest bids 
does not cover the mortgage still due tothe Imperial Government, 
viz., 1,8381., together with expenses of sale. His Excellency has 
approved of the sale of these farms on this understanding, to be 
held on the 3rd of May next. 


About the 3rd of September last, I proceeded to Upington with 
Mr. St. Quintia, and Mr. Vintcent, the Crown Prosecutor, to hold 
a sitting of the British Bechyanaland Concession Court, for the 
purpose of taking evidence in the land and other claims in the 
Mier country and the Territory claimed by William Christian; 
and returned to this on the 24th of October last. The British 
Bechuanaland Concession Court held a sitting on the 13th of 
November at Vryburg and, on the 7th of December, 63 claims for 
farms, representing 981,700 morgen or 3,297 square miles of land, 
were confirmed. All these farms. were situated in the Mier 
Country. The Vilander Concession Syndicate also obtained the 
confirmation of their claim to the right of Minerals in the Mier 
Territory. 

I was absent on leave from the 20th of November 1893 to the 
Ist of January 1894. The three months ending the 31st March 
1894 were chiefly occupied in working off arrears of work 
accumulated in my absence, together with current work, which 
was readily done after the arrival of Mr. Matthews, who took 


BRITISH 
BaecHvuANa= 
LAND. 

1893-4. 


= 


475 


476 


16 COLONIAL REPORTS.—ANNUAL. 


Britiss up the appointment of Assistant Surveyor-General on the 
Brcnvaxa- 1st of March last, and I here desire to record my grateful 
1893-4, appreciation of the consideration accorded my recommendation 
—  _ by His Excellency the Governor in the appointment of this 
gentleman to that position. I can safely leave time and the 
future results of work done in this office to justify the wisdom of 

the appointment. 

While at Upington, I proceeded to Kei Karriss Island with a 
view of ascertaining whether there was a possibility of utilizing it 
for agricultural purposes, and I am favourably impressed with 
what I saw. I propose recommending a preliminary survey of the 
Island with the view of ascertaining the practicability of leading 
the water from the Orange River over portion of it. 

The subject of outspans has also cropped up during the year and 
I intend to recommend favourably an application made by Mr. E. 
C. Windley for a farm at Scheurberg on condition that he shall 
succeed in securing a sufticient permanent supply of water for the 
use of travellers there. 


ANNUAL ReEPorRT, 1893-1894. 


Trigonametrical Survey. 


Mr. Surveyor Bosman has sent in an interesting report shewing 
the difficulties he had to contend with during the last portion of 
the Trigonometrical Survey carried through the southern portion of 
the Mier country and northwards along the 20th Meridian, and 
describing the way the principal points had been marked on the 
ground, especially on the sand dunes, by iron pipes sunk in concrete. 
He follows with a description of the signals for observing erected 
over the centre of these marks, and describes the instrument used, 
which was made by Repsold and Sohne and ordered by Mr. Gill, the 
Astronomer Royal, for him, He then proceeds to state that the 
mean error ofa single angle taken with this instrument was 
m= +0628 and the probable error p= + 0'*424, which might 
have been better, considering the class of instrument used, were it 
not for the bad foundation on the sand dunes for steadying such 
an instrument. He further states that in the careful measurement 
of the Russian are by Struve the mean angular error was + 0°60 
and in that of the principal triangulation of Prussia the angular 
error was +065, | 

Mr. Bosman describes how, with this instrument and his 
triangulation, he determined the geodetical position of the points, 
Aries Line, Staal Pan, Lavendel Vlei, and Vet River, giving the 
distances of each from the 20th Meridian as follows :— 

Aries Line to 20th Meridian measured westwards,—] 1-287 
C. Roods. 

Staal Pan to 20th Meridian,—13°50 C. Roods. 

Lavendel Vlei to 20th Meridian, —15°64 C. Roods, 

Vet River to 20th Meridian,—17°47 C,Roods, 
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He also gives the plane co-ordinates of these points together with 
the bearings of Vet River, Lavendel Vlei, and Staal Pan, from 
Aries Line. It is a proof of Mr. Moorees’s care in his rough work 
that his points came so well in line and so near the 20th Meridian, 
as defined by Mr. Bosman, and land surveyors can now easily 
define and extend this line northwards as the surveys in that 
District progress. 

After comparing the latitude and longitude of the points 
Upington and Vet River, as obtained astronomically and geode- 
tically, which agree within half a second in the case of Upington, 
and within ‘27 of a second in the case of Vet River as given in 
Mr. Windlay’s report last year, he regrets at not yet having been 
able to complete the reduction of the astronomical observations 
for azimuth in order to compare them with the geodetic results, 
but promises to furnish the same when complete. Mr. Bosman’s 
work requires no criticism from me and is of a very high class and 
in every way worth the expenditure incurred. Lesides this 
triangulation of Mr. Bosman’s, which has been the means of 
defining the 20th Meridian properly oa the ground, a small 
extension of the trigonometrical survey on a less elaborate scale, 
at the cost of 10s. per square mile, was made by Messrs. Wessels 
and Cloete covering 300 square miles as far as the Genesa Location 
and by this means a large number of the farms surveyed in the 
District during last year could be connected with the co-ordinate 
system of the country. Mr. Theal, who also had occasion to survey 
farms along way from the furthest points of the triangulation of the 
country, carried on a minor triangulation at his own expense, on the 
understanding that if the proposal I had made to extend these minor 
triangulations was approved of he would receive some remuneration 
for his work. 

During my absence in Gordonia, Messrs. Wessels and Cloete 
received instructions to survey Morokwen, and I have to record 
my extreme regret that no provision was made for connecting this 
survey with the co-ordinate System of the Territory. 

These gentlemen have done the best they could under the 
circumstances by connecting it with the survey of the Southern 
Lands Company, which was surveyed on an extension of the 
trigonometrical system. This, however, is not a very satisfactory 
connexion to have, afid I trust that I will not ask in vain that, 
during the present financial year, I may be allowed to cause a 
minor triangulation to be thrown over this part of the country, so 
as to connect this work, and the farms at present applied for under 
the new conditions of sale with the Trigonometrical Survey of 


British Bechuanaland. 
Co-ordinate Surveys. 

During this year the diagrams of 199 farms, and portions of 
farms surveyed on the basis of the Trigonometrical Survey of the 
Territory, have been filed in this office, viz. :— 

56 farms. by Surveyor Theal. 
20 farms by Surveyor Dale. 
J 83470. 
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38 farms by Wessels and Cloete. 
35 farms by Goodger. 
42 farms by Tindall and Windley. 
7 portions of farms by Tindal! and Windley. 


Boundary between Montsioa and Bathoen. 


Also the diagrams of 131 buildings and water erven, 110 of 
which were surveyed about Upington, and 21 at Taungs. 
Mr. Ashton has defined the boundary between Montsioa and 
Bathoen in the Protectorate on the ground, and has also surveyed 
a Mission erf, near Mafeking. 


Keimoes. 


Besides the above surveys, Messrs. Tindall and Windley have 
surveyed the erven at Keimoes, and several other private farms, 
the diagrams of which they have not yet handed in to this office. 


Government Farms, Gordonia. 


Eighteen farms have been surveyed in Gordonia for the 
Government, which I propose recommending for sale by public 
auction very shortly. Among the farms surveyed by Mr. Goodger 
at Upington are included the Crown Reserve, Commonage, and 
the Horse Station at Upington, and amongst those surveyed by 
Messrs. Tindall and Windley is included the Keimoes commonage, 
an‘ the before-mentioned eighteen Government farms. 

In the district of Vryburg, the only Government farms that 
have been surveyc:: are the farms Gannalaagter, and Biesjes Vlakte 
(by Messrs. Wessels and Cloete). 

Among the erven surveyed by Mr. Goodger, eight belong to 
Government, besides a water ert, the Gaol, and Police Reserves, 
and the Reserve at the Magistracy. 

The 21 erven at Taungs were surveyed on account of the 
Government, and have not yet been sold or leased. I propose, 
however, to recommend an auction sale shortly of these allotments. 


Land Sales. 


On the sale of ihe three farms Regenvlakte, Zoutpans Fontein, 
and Gannalaagter, instalments amounting to 266/. have been 
collected during the year. The first instalments on the sale of 
seven (7) pieces of ground adjoining river farms have been paid, 
amounting to 1642 9s. 6d. In the township of Vryburg, eleven 
(11) erven have been sold, realizing 2301. 

At Kuruman, first instalments on the sale of eight (8) erven 
realized 27/. 19s. / | 

At Gordonia, the first instalments paid on the sale of thirty- 
two (32) erven were 182/. 10s, 
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South and east of Morokwen, 206,000 morgen have been 
applied for under the conditions of sale published in December 
last, the first instalment on which has been paid, amounting to 
1,545/. 

The amounts collected for land sales, survey reimbursements, 
and office fees, including the above-mentioned amounts for the year 
1893-94, amount to 6,787/. 16s. 9d. ; of this amount 3,638/. 10s. 1d. 
are reimbursements on compass surveys of farms taken up by the 
Cape Government for the railway grant. The office fees collected 
for the same farms were 1221. 10s. 


Free Grants. 


Free grants have been made of two erven to the English Church 
at Upington, of the Mission House and enclosed ground round 
it to the Wesleyan Mission Society at Mafeking, and of half an 
erf to the School Committee at Vryburg, 


Leases of Business Sites in Locations. 


During the year leases have been granted to Mr. Brophy at 
Taungs, and to Mr. Mattison at Khosis (Gathlose Native Reserve). 


Departmental. 


During this year, titles for 154 farms and 118 garden 
allotments and erven have been forwarded and signed by His 
Excellency the Governor, and 196 certificates of occupation were 
signed by His Honour the Administrator. This represents the 
preparation of 786 titles and 588 certificates of occupation, besides 
the drafting of 588 diagrams attached to certificates of occupation. 


Portions of these diagrams were made in office during the preceding: 


financial year, but the above shows a very large amount of work 
and entailed careful comparison and checking before the deeds 
could be signed. Besides the above, 444 diagrams of farms, erven 
and sub-divisions, were examined, besides a large number of 
compass survey diagrams. ‘Twenty (20) plans handed in by 
different surveyors were examined and checked, and 29 
sub-divisional diagrams were examined and deducted from original 
titles for purposes of transfer, Seven (7) plans of the Territory 
were mounted and chartered up to date for different offices, and 
various compilations, diagrams, tracings, &¢., were made by the 
draftsman for different purposes during the year. The work done 
during the year in this office is highly creditable to the staffand I 
do not wish for a better record. 


F, V. WaTERMAYER, 
Surveyor General. 
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Report on the Post Orrice for 1893-4. 


(Extract.) 

On the Ist April 1893, the administration of the British Bechu- 
analand Post and Telegraph Services and the Postal Service in 
the British Protectorate was, with the consent of the 
Government, linked with the administration of the Postal and 
Telegraph Services of the Cape Colony and placed under my 
control. 

This step, I am glad to be able to report, has resulted in a 
considerable diminution of expenditure; whilst the increase in 
the amount of revenue collected would point to the change having 
had no unfavourable effect upon the progressive development of 
both departments. 


The following figures show the revenue and expenditure since 
the commencement of the Financia! Year 1889-90 up to the close 
of the Financial Year 1893-94 : 


Financial Year. | Revenue. | Expenditure, | Deficit. 
£ | £ £ 
1889-90 - - - 3,432 7,121 8,689 
1890-91 - - = - 6,153 9,658 3,505 
1891-92 - - - 8,710 15,410 6,700 
1892-93 - - 7,363 14,846 7,483 
1893-94 - - - ~ 8,390 12,443 4,053 


— 


4 will be seen that the net deficit has been reduced from 
7,483L. to 4,053. and that the actual reduction in loss on the 
Balance Sheet is consequently 3,4302 During the current 
Financial year, it is anticipated that further savings will be effected 
and the revenue continue to improve ; and I trust that before long 
the British Bechuanaland and the Protectorate Post and Telegraph 
Services may become self-supporting. 


I should perhaps mention here that the value of the work 
performed by the Department for which no payment is received 
was as follows :— 


ees ee 
Transmission of official correspondence - 399 15 10 
Transmissicn of official telegrams - 2,323 19 1 


or a total of 2,7231, 14s. 1ld. Deducting this amount from the 
deficit shown above, the actual loss in carrying on the Department 
is 1,3291. 5s. 1d, 
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The total expenditure during the financial year just closed 
may be classified under the following headings :— 


ae me | 

A. Salaries and other personal emolu- 
ments - - ~ ~ ~ “2426 13° 2 

B. Horse and travelling allowance to. 
Linemen - - - eer. 112 19 3 

Travelling expenses in connexion with 

transfers, new appointments and 
Inspections - - - - - 60 3 8 

Expenditure for overtime and additional 
force - - - ~ - 73 4 6 
Maintenance of Telegraphs - ~ 94 611 
Postal Contingencies  - - - - 332 10 4 
Cost of Administration - - - - 200 0 0 
Mail subsidies’ - - - - - 8,679 13 9 
Postage, &c. payable to Cape Colony - 461 15 8 
Total - - « 12443. 6-°5 


It will be seen that a very large proportion of the total amount 
is payable for the conveyance of mails. The charge for salaries 
and allowances of 2,428/. compares with a total of 4,228/. as 
provided in the estimates during the financial year 1892-3, 
illustrating the large economy which has resulted from the transfer 
of control. 


The estimated expenditure for the year 1893-4 was 13,503/. 
while the actual expenditure was only 12,4431. 


The revenue of 8,390, contrasting with 7,363/. (the revenue 
collected during the preceding financial year) is made up as 
follows :— 


£ 
Postal ~ - - - - - - 5,029 
Telegraph - - - - ° - - 3,361 


Of the postal total, 3,5197. was collected within British Bechuana- 
land proper and 1,510/. in the Protectorate. 


The Telegraph collections in Bechuanaland include the amount 
paid by the Cape Railway Department for the maintenance of 
the railway telegraph lines from the Border to Vryburg, and by 
the British South Africa Company as their share of the cost, of 
maintaining the Mafeking Telegraph Office. These collecticns 
also include 28/. 2s. 6d. for telegraph stores sold, and 81. 9s, for 
registered address fees, etc. 
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Mail Services. 


The mails have continued to be carried with fair regularity 
during the year, the only months during which delays of a serious 
nature occurred being November and December, when the excep- 
tionally heavy rains caused the Rivers Maropong and Notwani to 
rise to an unprecedented height and to remain in flood for periods 
of from three to seven days. In February last, the severe storms 
prevalent throughout British Bechuanaland resulted in a consider- 
able damage to the Railway between Warrenton and Taungs, 
where extensive washaways occurred, and for four days mail 
communication with the Cape Colony was entirely suspended from 
this cause. 

The number and value of the different descriptions of mail 
matter posted within British Bechuanaland and the Protectorate 
during the year were as follows :— | 


Letters. 
—— Number. Value. 
ce anne ee ea eC ae ncaa 
£ 
For Delivery in Bechuanaland at 2d. - 35,139 292 
For Delivery in Protectorate at 4d. - 19,286 321 
For the Cape Colony, Natal, the Orange 
Free State, and the South African 
Republic at 2d. - - - 124,917 1,040 
For Mashonaland ut 4d. ° - 15,483 258 
For the United Kingdom at 4d. and 
Foreign Countries at 43d. - - 25,974 445 
Post cards at ld. - - - 4,407 } 26 
Post Cards at 13d. - - - 1,092 
Newspapers - - - - 39,650 82 
Book packets and Samples - - 16,562 138 
Parcels - - - - 2,912 97 
Registration Fees - - - 7,319 122 
Total - - - - £2,821 


‘Official Correspondence carried free of charge had a postage 
value of 3997, 15s. 10d. made up of :— 


ere Number. Value. 
&-: 9: <a 
Letters - - - “ - 46,163 384 138 10 
Books - - - - - 14,498 ri Sao 


In view of the very favourable results which have followed 
the reduction of the rate of Inland and Inter-Colonial Letter 
postage to one penny per half-ounce in the Cape Colony and the 


Orange Free State, and looking to the fact that the other South 


African Colonies and States will probably at an early date reduce 
their rates to the same level, it may be interesting to note that 


COLONIAL REPORTS.—ANNUAL. 28 


the outside loss which British Bechuanaland could incur by 


adopting the same rate for letters addressed to any part of British 8ecHuana- 


Bechuanaland, the Cape Colony, the Orange Free State, the 
South African Republic and Natal (whilst maintaining the existing 
rate to the Protectorate and Mashonaland) would be 700/. without 
making any allowance for increase of traffic. As a matter of fact, 
however, I should estimate that the total loss during the first year 
would not exceed 450/. and would be a steadily decreasing item. 


Money Orders, 


From the Ist October, 1893, an exchange of Money Orders 
with the Orange Free State came into force and with the South 
African Republic from the Ist January, 1894. This cannot but 
prove of beneficial effect to the public of British Bechuanaland 
as well as a gain to the Postal Revenue without any corresponding 
expenditure. 

The following is a Statement of the Money Order transactions 
effected during the year :— 


Money Orders issued in Bechuanaland during the year ended 
31st March, 1894. 


Payable in Number. Amount. 

£ s. d. 

British Bechuanaland - - - 328 818 18 7 
Cape Colony’ - - 2,971 7,764 8 5 
Orange Free State - - - 24 62 6 7 
South African Republic - - 35 17:19 «5 
United Kingdom and Foreign Countries 573 | 2,158 14 0 
Total - - - a | Gee | 10,882 7 0 


Money Orders payable in Bechuanaland issued during the year 
ended 31st March, 1894. 


Issued in Number. | Amount, 
| £ 8. d 
British Bechuanaland - - - 323 818 18 7 
Cape Colony - - : 633 | 1,982 16 9 
Orange Free State - - - 43 137 15 6 
South African Republic - - - 20 | 8215 9 
United Kingdom and Foreign Countries 103 | 498 7 8 


Total . a é 1,122 3,470 13 10 
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Establishment of Savings Banks. 


On the Ist July 1893, the Cape Colony Savings Bank System 
was extended to British Bechuanaland. 


Renewal of the Agreement with the British South Africa 
Company. 

The agreement with the British South Africa Company, under 
which, for the payment of 1,000/ per annum, the British Bechuana- 
land Government and its officials are permitted to make free use 
of the Company’s lines in the British Protectorate, expired on the 
14th November, 1893, but was renewed for a further period at 
the same amount; and arrangements were subsequently made for 
the privilege heing extended to messages sent over the Company’s 
lines in Matabeleland and Mashonaland. 


Maintenance of Lines. 


The Bechuanaland telegraph system consists of 170 miles of 
line and 3163 miles of wire and five offices. 

There has been no exceptional expenditure incurred in the 
maintenance of lines and offices during the year, the lines being 
substantial and in good order. There have been no interruptions 
or delays to traffic of any moment and communication with 
neighbouring administration has been regularly maintained. 


Transfer of Road Line between Mafehing and Vryburg to 


Railway ; saving in Maintenance Charges. 


In connexion with the extension of the Railway from Vryburg 
to Mafeking, arrangements have been made by the British South 
Africa Company for the erection of a telegraph line along the 
railway route, which runs at an average distance of about nine 
miles from the existing road route. Upon my pointing out, however, 
that it would be an unnecessary expense for two separate lines of 
telegraph te run and be maintained practically over the same route, 
and recommending that the existing line along the road be trans- 
ferred to the railway with an additional wire for railway purposes, 
thus materially lessening the first cost of construction and after 
maintenance expenses of the line, his Excellency the High Com- 
missioner approved of my suggestion, as also did the Managing 
Director of the British South Africa Company. 

This work is now well in hand, being carried out under my 
direction at the expense of the Company. 

So far as the Bechuanaland Government is concerned, this 
transfer will be a distinct advantage, the line being more secure 
and more readily and economically maintained, as the services of 
one lineman can be dispensed with and the allowances for keep of 
two horses withdrawn, 

The Bechuanaland Government will, moreover, when the transfer 
has been completed, derive an additional revenue of about 2501. per 
annum for the maintenance of the railway wire upon its poles. 
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General. 


During the year, the work of the Department has been very 
efficiently conducted by the executive staff of officers in British 
Bechuanaland. The increase of revenue collected means additional 
work falling upon a staff of limited numbers and already fully 
occupied. ‘There is now no margin for expansion and, should the 
work continue to increase, it will be necessary to appoint additional 
officers. 

It has been arranged that any vacancies that may occur shall 
be filled up by the appointment, on loan, of employés from the 
Cape Colony Service. By this means, economy and efficiency will 
be promoted ; and I trust, therefore, that there may be the less 
hesitation in approving ‘of any recommendations that I may find it 
necessary to make in the way of increased remuneration to the 
officers already in the Service who have, by their diligence and 
faithful services, contributed te the successful working of the 
Department. 


S. R. FRENcH, 
Postmaster-General, 
General Post Office, Cape Town. Cape Colony and British 


Bechuanaland. 


Repvorrt of the COLLECTOR or Customs for 1893-4. 


(Extract.) Mafeking, May 21, 1894. 
I wave the honour to present, herewith, my report for the 
financial year 1893-4. 


Entry of the Protectorate into the Customs Union. 


By virtue of agreements made between the Governments of 
the Colony of the Cape of Good Hope, the Orange Free State, and 
the Bechuanaland Protectorate the last named Territory was 
admitted to the South African Customs Union on Ist July, 1893 ; 
the Proclamations requisite to give effect to the terms and 
conditions of the Protocol and supplement to the Convention 
having been signed by His Excellency the High Commissioner 
on 12th and 26th June, 1893. 

Owing to there having been exceptionally large importations of 
goods under rebate of Customs Duty from the Cape Colony at 
the end of 1890, immediately prior to the admission of British 
Bechuanaland to the South African Customs Union, it was deemed 
expedient to levy a tax equal to the amount of the rebate granted 
upon all excessive stocks in this territory on 31st December, 1890. 
In the beginning of June 1893, it was found that abnormally large 
consignments of goods were being sent “in bond” to Mafeking 
and the local merchants were accordingly warned that if any very 
great removal of goods “under rebate” to the Protectorate took 
place the course of taxing stocks, which was followed in the case of 
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British Bechuanaland would be adopted in the Protectorate. 
This warning, combined with the withdrawal in this Territory of 
the grant of rebate on goods exported from 21st June, had the 
desired effect and as it was calculated that the removals to the 
Protectorate for the quarter did not exceed 20 per cent. above 
normal, the necessity for taxing stocks was obviated. From the 
records of the Department, it is now found that the total value of 
goods sent under rebate to the Protectorate during that quarter 
was only 16} per cent. above the quarterly average for the 
financial years 1891-2 and 1892-3. 


Imports. 


The following is a statement of the total “declared value” 
(at port of shipment) of goods imported during the last five 
years. 


| For consumption in 


Financial The British South 
British frica , Total. 
Year. Bechuanaland pilin 4 
Bechuanaland. vid vie 


’ vu 
Protectorate. | 13.chuanaland. 


£ £ £ £ 
1889-90 : san — ae 62,213 
1890-91 i oe _ —_ 182,607 
1891-92 a 91,812 18,086 36,409 146,307 
1892-93 = 83,848 15,107 8,909 107,859 
1893-94 : 79,282 26,967 20,607 126,856 


As compared with the preceding financial year, there was a 
decrease of 4,561/. during the past year in the value of goods 
entered for consumption in British Bechuanaland, but this small 
percentage does not necessarily imply any decline in local trade, 
for, whereas in former years there was no means of ascertaining 
what duty-paid goods were exported from this Territory to the 
Protectorate, during last year it has been possible to keep an 
account of such, and the value is now deducted from the total of 
the Crown Colony’s imports, and added to that of the Protectorate. 
It is probable that the actual consumption in British Bechuanaland 
was slighty in excess of that during the preceding year and 
that the duty-paid stocks on hand at the end of last March were 
not quite so large as in March 1893. 

The value of goods entered for removal to the Protectorate 
during last year exceeded that of the preceding year by the sum 
of 11.8601., being an increase of 784 percent. This is attributable 
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partly to the fact that the Military operations in Matebeleland 
necessitated additional expenditure ia the Protectorate and partly 
to the inclusion in the accounts now of that class of goods which 
had been sent thither “ duty paid” in former years without being 
reported to this Department. 

As compared with the financial year 1892-3, the value of goods 
removed, ‘under rebate,” through Bechuanaland to the British 
South Africa Company’s Territories last year shows an increase 
of 11,698/. or 131 per cent. In last year’s report attention was 
directed te the tact that the railway rates for goods to the 
Transvaal were lower than those to Vryburg, and that the 
Bechuanaland Trade route to the north suffered materially in 
consequence. Asa result of representations which were made to 
the Cape Government, the charges upon goods conveyed over the 
Bechuanaland Railway for Mafeking and places north thereof were 
reduced from Ist June 1893. This had an immediate effect upon 
the trade through this Territory, the removais for the June 
quarter being 64 per cent. greater in value than during thie 
corresponding period in 1892. The preparations which were 
beimg made during the following quarter in connection with the 
recent war in Matabeleland, combined with the reduction in 
railway rates, caused an increase in “ through traffic” of no less 
than 642 per cent. over the total for the quarter ended 30th 
September 1892. During the quarter ended 31st March last, the 
value of goods removed “ under rebate” through this Territory 
to Matabeleland and Mashonaland was 72 per cent. greater than 
in the corresponding period of 1893. 

The following is a return of goods received at Vryburg Station 
during the last three financial years :— 


oes 1891-2. | 1892-3, | 1893-4. 
Total weight received - lbs. 89,469,413 12,611,596: 38,038,384 
Waggon-loads cleared at 
local Custom House - No. 4,302 $47 1,146 
Weight of goods cleared 
at local Custom House tbs. 31,068,864 6,220,497 8,373,329 


The great increase in total weight received last year as compared 
with 1892-93 is chiefly accounted for by the railway construction 
material for the extension to Mafeking. This, being duty free, 
was not reported at the local Custom House, where the goods 
entered for the South African Republic, Mafeking, and places 
north thereof, for which waggon passes were granted, exceeded in 
weight the quantity cleared the previous year by 35 per cent. 


Exports 


The General Manager of Railways has very kindly supplied 
this department with statistics showing the weight of goods 
removed per rail from Bechuanaland stations to stations in other 
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parts of South Africa. The following is a summary of the 
information thus obtained :— 


Destination and Financial year, | Financial year, | Financial year, 


Classification. 1891-2. 1892-3. 1893-4. 
Carr CoLony. Ibs. fhe. a 
General merchandise - - 1,216,938 509,982 418,974 
Wool and mohair - - 673,585 558,912 487,797 
Grain and cereals - - 4,243,159 7,331,313 1,153,481 
Agricultural produce, not other- 
wise specified - - - 819,920 231,019 489,471 
Timber and firewood - - 7,652,431 34,890,168 32,795,445 
Minerals and gravel - - 805,746 517,981 91,154 
Skins, hides, horns, and ivory - 980,681 680,497 578,384 
15,886,460 44,719,872 36,014,706 
ORANGE FReEE STATE. 
General merchandise - - 97,785 22,250 5,872 
Sout AFRIcan REPUBLIC. 
General merchandise’ - - — 3,149 9,681 
Grain and cereals - - — 433 — 
Total lbs, - - 15,984,245 44,745,704 ~ 86,030,259 


From the above statement, it will be observed that there has 
been a steady decrease in the quantity of wool and mohair 
exported during the past three years. As the majority of it 
comes from the western districts of the Transvaal, it is possible 
that most of what the Bechuanaland Railway lost in this respect 
was conveyed by the Netherlands Railway Company ; but some 
decline may be accounted for by the proved unsuitability, at 
present, of many portions of this ‘lerritory for sheep-farming. 

In my last report, it was stated that, owing to the damage done 
by locusts in Bechuanaland, there would probably not be such a 
large surplus of grain and cereals for export during 1893-4 as in 
the preceding year. This prediction hes unfortunately proved to 
be correct ; the quantity sent to the Cape Colony last year being 
only one-sixth of the previous year’s total. It would not, however, 
be just to debit the locusts with the whole of the missing five-sixths ; 
for there was a larger consumption by the Bechuanaland Border 
Police horses in the Northern Protectorate and there are larger 
stocks of old mealies remaining on hand than there were last 

ear. 

The item “Agricultural produce not otherwise specified,” 
(including potatoes) shows a gratifying increase of about 110 
per cent. over the exports for the preceding year. 

- The export of timber and firewood has been decreasing 
throughout the past financial year in much the same proportion 
as it increased previously. The monthly average for June quarter 
1893 was 1,838 tons, whilst the monthly average for last quarter 
fell to 987 tons. This is doubtless the effect of the partial 
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substitution of Colonial coal for wood as an article of fuel on the 
Diamond Fields. 

The decrease of 15 per cent. in the weight of skins, hides, 
horns and ivory exported may not be altogether a matter for 
regret. At least half of the total weight probably consisted of 
hides from cattle which had died in the Protectorate from 
* lung-sickness.” It is stated that on the average about three to 
four thousand head of cattle die annually from this disease at each 
of the principal native stations in the Protectorate, but in spite of 
this about 6,500 head of cattle are removed annually to British 
Bechuanaland and other places for draught and slaughter purposes. 
The quantity remaining is so large that the export of cattle may 
be materially increased when the railway has been extended, 
provided the rates of carriage are favourable. Elephants are now 
scarce south of the Zambesi and the value of ivory passing through 
Mafeking, which was upwards of 3,500/. in 1892, was less than 
1,0002. in 1893, ‘The value of ostrich feathers received here from 
Lake Ngami and the Desert is probably 4,000/. per annum. 
Karosses, sjamboks, and other native manufactures from the 
produce of the chase from the Protectorate are valued at about 
8,5002 per annum. There are a large number of horns from oxen 
and wild animals traded for yearly. The value of these it is 
difficult to ascertain, but probably 1,000/. per annum is somewhat 
under the total. 


Customs Duties Collected. 
The following is a statement of cash receipts during the past year : 


From the Cape Colony, being  three- 
fourths of full duty upon goods removed for 
consumption in British Bechuanaland from OS ey A 
January to December 1893 - - - 11,857 10 7 
From the Cape Colony, being three-fourths 
of full duty upon goods removed for 
consumption in the Protectorate from Ist 


July to 31st December 1893 - - pose ll 7 
12,396 2 2 
Deduct share of duty upon goods returned to 
the Cape Colony - - - - 51.10. 6 
12,344 11 


Collected at Taungs: full duty upon first 


importation - Th 4 
Collected at Vryburg: share of duty on ‘post 
packets and full duty on goods from the 
‘Transvaal ~ - - - 29.15 0 
Collected at various stations in the Protectorate 
from 1st July 1893 - - - 240 1 7 
Collected at Mafeking upon first importation 
and upon delivery trom Bond; share of the 
British Bechuanaland and _ Protectorate 
Governments ~ - ~ - 4,014 15 0O 
Total revenue receipts - - 16,629 14 7 
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Bririsu The following amounts have been treated as ‘‘ Deposits” :— 
BEcHUANA- e 
LAND. 
1893-4. Payable to the Cape Colony. 


Collected at Mafeking on goods ad: 

entered from Bond, for con- 

sumption in the Customs 

Union, one-fourth of full duty 1,258 9 4 
Collected at M afeking on goods 

entered from Bond for export, 

The whole of duty, less 

rebate - - - 684 6 11 
Collected at Mafeking and 

Vryburg upon packets detained 

by the Post Office for Customs 

examination, one-fourth of full 


duty - - - - 4 2 1 
Total due to the Cape Government for 1893 - 1,946 18 4 


Amount of duty deposited by Messrs, Judge 
and Watson as security and eubsequently 
returned to them - - - | ts ae 9 ag 


The gross receipts for 1893-94 being - - £18,589 18 6 


as compared with 14,697/. 8s. 8d. in 1892-93 and 13,2250. 7s 10d. 
in 1891-92. 


The “ Protectorate” share of the above revenue receipts is 
comprised as follows :— 


Share from Cape Soleay to Ae December 


1893 - - - 538 ll 7 
Less on goods rarnened - - - 50 12 6 
: 48719 1 
Share of removals from Mafeking to 31st March 
JaoeeoS >= : - : - 3,033 8 4 
Full duty collected in Protectorate - - 240 1 7 
Full duty collected in Mafeking on behalf of 3 
Protectorate Offices - . 5210 0 


a ey 


£3,813 19 0 


The British Bechuanaland share of Custcms 


Revenue was - - -° 1281618 7 
Deduct share of duty on goods returned to the 
Cape Colony - - : 018 0 


£12,815 15 7% 
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The apparent decrease in the net Customs Revenue of the 
Crown Coloxy is accounted for by the entry of the Protectorate 
into the Customs Union last July and the necessary credit to the 
latter Territory of the duty upon all goods sold from open stocks in 
Mafeking. This class of business in former years made the 
consumption in British Bechuanaland appear somewhat greater 
than it actually was, and had correspondingly increased the 
revenue of the Crown Colony. 


Bonded Warehouses. 


The following is a return showing the number of packages 
and value of goods bonded in Mateking during the last two 
years :— 


1892-93. 1893-94, 
Number of Oversea Numberjof Oversea 
Packages.| Valuation. | Packages.; Valuation. 
£ s. d. £ gs, d. 
Balances in hand Ist April 1,983 2,753 8 10 2,478 8,502 18 1 
‘Received during year - 9,625 15,774 12 9 13,582 2867715 1 
Making totalsof - - 11,6¢8 18,528 1 7 16,060 31,770 13 2 
Delivered during year - 9,130 15,025 3 6 18,597 27,215. 0) 6 


nd 


Balances in hand 31st Mar. 2,478 3,502 18 1 2,463 4,555 12 8 


These figures indicate what a great convenience the bonding 
system at Mafeking is to those local importers who have connections 
in the Protectorate and the British South Africa Company’s 
Territories. 


Geuneral. 


The restrictions placed on traffic between Bechuanaland and the 
South African Republic owing to their Customs tariffs are 
frequently found to be prejudicial to the interests of legitimate 
trade. It would benefit residents in both countries if arrangements 
were made whereby wheaten and mealie meal could be brought 
into the Customs Union, and cattle and all kinds of agricultural 
produce could be taken into the Transvaal free of the vexatious 
customs duties which at present handicap thoze traders who 
respect the laws of the land in which they dwell in spite of the 
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temptations offered by a very lengthy border which is of necessity 
very inadequately guarded on both sides. 
Ernest C. Baxter, 
Collector of Customs. 


The Colonial Secretary, Vryburg. 


Report of the Insrecror oF Native ReEsERVES for 
1893-4. 


(Extract.) Request, April 27, 1894. 

I nave the honour to report, for the information of His 
Honour the Administrator, that the amount of 3,940/. 10s. was 
collected on account of Hut Tax from 1st April 1893 to 31 
March 1894: this amount falls 60/. short of the estimate, but 
it can scarcely be called a deficiency as the amount is already 
in band and would have been collected before the end of the 
financial year had not the recent. heavy rains impeded one’s 
progress through the country which, for the last four months, has 


been in a state of swamp. 
I attach a Return* of the monthly collections from Ist April 


1893 to 31st March 1894, and the corresponding amounts for the 
previous year, showing an increase of 579/. 10s. 


I may state that I hold that the collection for the last year has 
been very fair, considering that the greater portion of the 
natives have been put to great straits, due to the scarcity of grain, 
ldst season’s crops having been very bad, owing to the ravages 


committed by locusts, &c. 
It is to be hoped that this season’s crops will show a gooa 
yield. | 

The collector of Hut Tax has displayed considerable interest in 


his duties and has given me complete satisfaction. 


C. Sr. QUINTIN, 
Inspector of Native Reserves. 


To the Secretary to His Honour the Administrator, 
Vryburg. 


<n peitendiasapitleseiatsiie a SLA CTL DOLL OE a 
* Not printed. 
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Report of the CoMMISSIONER AND REsIDENT MAGISTRATE, 
VRryBuRG, for 1893-4. 


(Extract. ) 

There has been satisfactory progress in the Division during the 
past year, the influx of farmers alluded to in my previous Reports 
having continued. ‘These men usually bring in a fair amount of stock 
with them and are therefore of more benefit tothe country than some 
of the old Stellaland farmers who have not had. sufficient capital or 
stock to occupy their farms beneficially. I estimate that now over 
three-fourths ofthe farms in the portion of the district formerly known 
as Stellaland are occupied. Several farmers are now taking up the 
country to the West of Genesa, but the bulk of this land is in the 
hands of the Cape-Colonial Government and one or two companies, 
who, up to the present time, have made little or no use of it. The 
Cape Government have, however, for some time past had a gentlemen 
engaged in improving the water supply on their farms with, I 
understand, satisfactory results. There can be no doubt as to the 
suitability and importance of British Bechuanaland as a cattle- 
raising country, and I am surprised that cattle ranching on a large 
scale, which offers such good prospects of success, has not been 
started. There is very little disease amongst cattle, with the 
exception of lung sickness, the risk of which can be diminished 
with care and almost ertirely averted by fencing. The 
percentage of increase is also, I believe, higher than in other parts 
of South Africa, and cattle keep their condition through the 
winter, which enables the farmers to obtain remunerative prices 
in the early spring months, when fat stock is always in great 
demand. The main thing required is the fencing in of farms, which 
would prevent the spread of disease, check cattle stealing and 
loss from straying, as well as materially lessen the cost of 
herding. I fear, however, that little will be done in this direction 
until Part I. of the Cape Colonial Act, No. 80 of 1883, is taken 
over, or some similar provision made by which adjoining proprietors 
have to contribute to the cost. At present fencing poles are cheap 
and fencing can be done for about 252 to 30/. per mile, and as the 
boundary of a 3,000 morgen farm is about 14 miles, the cost, at 30/. 
per mile would be approximately 4201. or 210/. the half cost, an 
amount which would, under the Cape Act represent an annual repay- 
ment of 21/. 14s.,extending over 15 years, if the proprietor were 
not in a pesition to pay the 210/. at once and the fencing had to be 
done by the adjoining proprietors. This sum, which could be readily 
borne by any farmer who was really making beneficial use oi his 
farm, would almost be saved in herding alone. Unfortunately the 
fencing poles in the Territory are being rapidly cut down and 

I 83470. 
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Pies many are being exported, and I fear that, when the necessity for 
tanp, fencing has been made apparent, poles will be much more 
1893-4, expensive. 


A stock fair has been established in Vryburg during the past 
year, and its success will be apparent when it is stated that it 
was at first held quarterly, then bi-monthly, and for the next few 
months it is to be held monthly. It is ne doubt a great benefit to 
the farmers and the Territory generally, 


The increasing farming population renders the necessity for 
Divisional or Field-cornet posts, alluded to in former reports, 
greater than ever. 


There has not been much horse-sickness this season, and, with 
the exception of lung-sickness, which has been prevalent, stock 
generally has been healthy. Foot-and-Mouth disease has entirely 
disappeared. 


Locusts have appeared in much the same quantities as in former 
years, but their ravages have not been serious and the destruction 
to grass may be said to be unappreciable. 


The Wheel Tax which has recently been imposed has met with 
general approval, as it is seen that it fairly places a portion of the 
expense of maintaining the roads on those who make use of them 
instead of putting it all on the landed proprietor, as formerly. 


The export of wood still continues and the greater portion of the 
country within easy distance of the railway has been deforested. 


From the attached statement of rainfall* for the past two years, 
it will be seen that there nas been a good supply ; the vleis are 
generally fuller than they have ever been before, and it is worthy 
of note that in January, when 6°85 inches fell, the floods were 
higher than in January 1893 when 10°24 inches fell. There has 
been no exceptionally heavy rain this year, 1:37 inches being the 
most during any one day, and it appears to me, therefore, that the 
high floods must be due to other causes, I am inclined to attri- 
bute them to the fact that as the country becomes more occupied 
the grass is fed off and the cattle tracks, &c. become draing, and 
consequently the same amount of rainfall creates a larger flood 
than formerly. 


There has not been much serious crime in the District, though 
stock stealing is still on the increase, owing to the number of 
colonial natives and half-castes who have come into the Terri- 
tory and are allowed to squat on farms. This will, in my opinion, 
become a very serious evil if not checked or controlled, 


* Not printed, 
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During the past year, an account has been kept of the expense 
and estimated earnings of the prisoners in gaol; the cost is as 
follows :—-- 


aed a 
Provisions and Fuel » : - 788 7 10 
Clothing - cae a ies 300 7 0 
Ulothing for discharged Prisoners —- 20 6 4 
Tools - - - - - 67 16 0 
Salaries, Rations and Clothing for 
Gaol Officials - - - - 937 5 3 
2114 2 5 
Estimated Value of labour of prisoners 
engaged in cooking - Hoa 120 0 0 
1994 2 6 


The total value of the labour performed during the year is 
estimated by the Foreman of Public Works and myself at 
2,212/. Os. 3d.; each conviet’s work being calculated roughly 
according to its value at from 1s. 6d. to 10s. Od. per day, so that the 
gaol may be considered to be self-supporting, the more so as the 
cost of provision for lunatics, lepers, &c., which is, of course, no 
part of the expense of the gaol proper, is included in the amount 
charged. 


The Public Buildings are, with the exception of the Gaol, 
adequate for present requirements. Additional accommodation is 
about to be provided at the gaol for lunatics, who unfortunately 
have often to be detained in custody. Further additions are, 
however, also wanted. 


The Divisional Council have expended a considerable amount — 


on road-making during the year, and I trust will shortly obtain 
the services of a road inspector and keep a road party permanently 
employed. Their finances will not be much augmented by the 
proceeds of the wheel tax, as, in anticipation of this revenue, a 
very low road rate was levied. 


The Board of Management have also spent a good deal of 
money on street making, tree planting, &c. and have also purchased 
half a farm adjoining the commonage on which there is a large 
viet or pan. A dam is in course of construction and a furrow 
being cut, and it is hoped a good supply of water wili shortly 
be available for the benefit of the town. The value of sucha supply 
can hardly be overestimated, particularly in a place which is often 
practically rainless in the spring.. 


There is still a little prospecting for goid and minerals 
going on in parts of this Division, but, though I am aware that 
some persons are sanguine of success, [ have as yet heard of no 
practical results. 
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Additions have been made to the Public School buildings 
during the past year and the whole put in proper repair. The 
school is well attended, but further additions are necessary in 
order to extend its advantages to residents outside Vryburg by 
enabling boarders to be taken in. A Chamber of Commerce and 
a Public Library have been established. 


R. TILuARD, 
Civil Commissioner. 


Report of the Crvrt CoMMISSIONER AND RESIDENT 
Magistrate of Marexine for 1893-4. 


Office of the Civil Commissioner and 
Resident Magistrate, Mafeking, 
(Extract.) April 22, 1894. 
I HAVE the honour to report that, during the past year, 
steady progress has been made throughout this district. 

The rain-fall this season has been considerable, the total during 
the twelve months amounting to 34°52 inches. 

The natives this year have cultivated a much greater extent 
of land than they did last year, and there appears to be every 
probability that large crops of mealies, Kafir corn, and pumpkins 
will be gathered; I regret to have to state that locusts have made 
their appearance in parts of this district, but fortunately the 
swarms are not nearly so large as those which came over last 
year, and the crops are so far advanced that very little damage 
can be done. 

Lung-sickness has frequently shown itself amongst the cattle 
in different parts of the district, but whenever an outbreak has 


_ been reported prompt measures have been taken to prevent its 


spreading. 

Nearly all the cases of this dreaded disease have been traced 
to cattle which have been brought from or through the 
Protectorate, and, until a universal system of fencing the farms 
is adopted, it will be almost impossible to totally eradicate this 
disease from the district. 

During the last year there has been a great diminution in stock- 
stealing cases. 

The war with the Matabele greatly increased the trade of 
Mafeking ; large quantities of supplies were forwarded from and 
through Mafeking. Since the occupation and settlement of that 
country by the British South Africa Company, a considerable 
increase in the traffic to the North has been apparent ; every week 
waggons and settlers are passing through Mafeking, bound for 
Matabeleland. 

The granting of the railway rebate by the Cape Colonial 
Government Railways to the merchants here has added con- 
siderably to the trade between Mafeking and the South African 
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Republic, and now allows the local store-keepers to compete upon 
favourable terms with those of the Transvaal. 

The want of a proper water-supply has been for years past the 
great drawback to the inhabitants of Mafeking ; all the water that 
is used in the town had to be drawn from wells situated near the 
Molopo, at a distance of quite half a mile from the town. 

A local syndicate has now, by agreement with the chief 
Montsioa, and the Village Management Board, and under 
Legislative sanction, obtained the right to lead water from a spring 
upon the Native Reserve through the township in pipes. 

The Government at the commencement of the past financial 
year promised 250/. upon the pound-for-pound principle towards 
the erection of a building to be used as a public school; a 
corresponding amount has been subscribed by the inhabitants, and 
the town is now in possession of a substantial school building. A 
separate boy’s school is, however, still urgently needed. The 
Public School was opened last August with one male teacher. 
The number of pupils has increased, and a qualified lady teacher 
has since been added to the staff. 

Throughout the year, the Chief Montsioa has loyally assisted in 
carrying out the laws, and has cone his utmost to prevent his 
people trom illicitly obtaining brandy. 

Tree planting in the town has been well carried out by a 
number of the inhabitants, and through the co-operation of the 
Village Management Board many trees have been planted in the 
streets. ‘The drawbacks to tree planting in Mafeking have, 
hitherto, been the white-ants, and want of water. 

The Village Management Board of Mafeking, with the consent 
of the Government, has laid out a number of garden plots along 
the Molopo, these have been taken up and cultivated, and the 
local market is now well supplied with every description of 
vegetable at reasonable rates. 

The want of an Extradition Treaty with the South African 
Republic, and of power to compel the attendance of witnesses, 
often interferes with the administration of justice. 

During the year a number of Barolong from the different chiefs in 
this and other districts went off upon a trading trip to the German 
Territory ; they appear to have exchanged horses for cattle, and 
reported that upon their return journey, with about 2,800 head of 
cattle, they were attacked by the Korannas under the late chief 
Andries Lambert; some of their number were killed and all the 
cattle were taken from them. In September, the inhabitants of 
Mafeking became very much alarmed at the proximity of 
small-pox, which was raging at Johannesburg, to which place 
many of the Mafeking Barolong go to work in the mines. Prompt 
measures were taken to enforce compulsory vaccination in the 
town. 

A large furrow has been cut by certain farmers in the South 
African Republic by which means a very large quantity of water 
is being drawn off from the Molopo, the surplus not being 
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returned to the stream, but allowed to run to waste in the veld. 
This, if permitted to continue, will seriously prejudice all the 
lower riparian proprietors in British Bechuanaland. 

There has been very little horse sickness in this district during 
the year. 

A number of farmers from Natal and the Transvaal have come 
into this district during the past year and have purchased 
farms. 

In consequence of so much land being unoccupied in this 
district, it has been found impracticable to have a divisional 
council, but it is to be hoped that before very long, when the 
vacant land is sold and occupied, it may be possible to establish a 
divisional council. 

The health of the inhabitants, both in the town and country, has 
been generally very good. During the year, three natives suffering 
oop leprosy have been sent to the Leper Asylum at Robben 

sland. 

The roads and drifts in this district are not in a very 
satisfactory condition. As, unfortunately, there is no divisional 
council there are no funds available for putting them into a proper 
state of repair, but from the 1st April 1894, the new wheel-tax 
law will come into operation. Under this law, every resident in the 
Crown Colony of British Bechuanaland will be compelled to take 
out a licence of 10s. per annum for each waggon and 5s. per annum 
for each cart. This tax should bring in a fair amount of revenue, 
which, if judiciously expended in repairing the roads and drifts or 
fords, should suffice to put them into a proper state of repair, 

The health of the prisoners has been good, and there have been 
no deaths. A large amount of useful work has been performed 
by the prisoners during the year. 

Quarters for constables, which are very greatly needed, are 
about to be built. 

The public buildings are in a good state of repair. 

The spiritual welfare of the community is well provided for. 
There are three churches in the European township, Episcopalian, 
Dutch Reformed, and Wesleyan; one under the supervision of the 
Episcopalian clergyman in the location attached to the town, and 
one in the native stad under the supervision of the Rev. A. Sharpe, 
the Wesleyan Missionary, who has done good work among the 
Barolong. 

The people of Mafeking are fond of sport, and enjoy cricket, 
feotball, tennis, riding, shooting, horse-racing, golf, croquet, and 
athletic sports generally. 

GrorGE J. Boyes, 

The Colonial Secretary, Civil Commissioner and 

Vryburg. Resident Magistrate. 
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Report of the Crviz COMMISSIONER AND RESIDENT 
MAaiIstTRATE of the Taunes District for 1893-4, 


SIR, Taungs, April 24, 1894. 
In forwarding a report on the condition of this district 
during the 12 months ended on the 3lst March 1894, I am 
placed at some disadvantage, owing to the fact that I assumed the 
duties of Civil Commissioner and Resident Magistrate at Taungs 
seven weeks only before the close of the financial year. 


The public service sustained a severe loss in the death, on the 
11th August last, of Major Stanley Lowe, late Civil Commissioner 
and Resident Magistrate at Taungs—an officer universally 
esteemed and respected hy Europeans and natives alike throughout 
the district. A successor was not appointed till the 8th February 
1894, and the duties of this office were carried on in the meantime 
by Mr, C. R. Chalmers. 


The apprehensions entertained by the late Major Lowe as to 
the prospects of the coming seaon, (viz., that reaped in June 1893) 
have unfortunately proved to have been only too well founded. 
The lateness of the rains—whereby ploughing operations were 
retarded till late in the season—and. the subsequent visits of large 
swarms of locusts combined to bring about an almost total failure 
of the grain crop. The natives, on whose improvidence the 
experience of former similar seasons has apparently had no effect, 
have consequently suffered greatly from poverty and lack of food, 
and a great number have been compelled te repurchase their own 
grain on credit from the local storekeepers. Good crops should be 
reaped this season, but the proceeds of the harvest have been to a 
great extent mortgaged, while the price of grain is likely to be 
abnormally low, owing to the large stocks now held by Kimberley 
produce merchants and the abundant supply obtainable from 
Basutoland. 

Unless, therefore, the crop reaped this year is exceptionally large 
(as it bids fair to be) the natives may find some difficulty in 
discharging their outstanding liabilities, finding money for 
incressed taxation in the shape of a wheel tax, and providing 
themselves and families with food for the ensuing twelve 


months. 

The foot-and-mouth disease, which prevailed among cattle at 
the end of the last financial year, has long since disappeared and 
the restrictions placed by the Cape Government on the exportation 
of cattle from this Territory have been withdrawn. 


Lung sickness has occasionally appeared in different parts of 
this district, chiefly among the cattle of the natives, who seem 
however, to be fully alive to the necessity for the adoption of 
stringent measures in dealing with this disease, and i am not 
aware of any case in which infection has spread beyond the cattle 
post in which the disease first made its appearance, 
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Whether it be due (as is alleged) to the high quit-rents or to 
other causes, the fact remains that considerably more than half 
the farms in this district are still unoccupied. A considerable 
number of the high quit-rent farms were mortgaged to their 
present owners by the original grantees before the date of the 
Land Commission award, and those who have taken such farms 
in satisfaction of debt naturally cry out against the heavy quit-rent 
with which they found the farms burdened. It is, however, 
unnecessary for me to add anything new on the subject, which has 
for some time been occupying the attention of Government and is 
still under consideration. ° 


The district continues to enjoy comparative immunity from 
serious crimes. ‘The criminal records for the past year show five 
convictions (the offenders in every case being Batlapin) for stock- 
theft, two (Colonial Kafirs) for supplying liquor to natives, and 
between fifty and sixty for minor offences such as contraventions 
of the pass-laws, petty theft, assaults and the like. 


The establishment of a pound at Dry Hartz appears to 
have done much towards checking the wholesale impounding of 
natives’ caitle by farmers living in the Vryburg district on the 
northern border of the reserve. There is, however, no doubt 
that the erection ofa wire fence along the north Western boundary 
of the Taungs Native Reserves and along such portions of the 
Reserve as abut on the South Africa Republic (both of which 
projects are I believe row under the consideration of the 
Government) would be productive of beneficial results, 


The out-buildings occupied by the late Major Lowe, which have 
for some time been practically unfit for use, collapsed during the 
recent rain and are now little better than a heap of unsightly 
ruins which should be pulled down entirely and removed as soon 
as possible. 


The exceptionally heavy rains of February last, which resulted 
in the interruption for some days of all but telegraphic 
communication between Taungs and the outer world, did much 
damage to property in this district. The wall round the Gaol 
and the inner walls of the Gaol Surgery and hospital fellin. Some 
slight damage was done to the court buildings (which were 
protected by a verandah on three sides), and many private dwellings 
in Taungs Village and the district were either completely or 
partially washed away. A number of native huts collapsed, but 
the crops do not appear to have suffered to any appreciable 
extent. 


The Commissioner for the South Western Border and the 
Police of the South African Republic continue to co-operate as 
far as possible with the officials of this district in the maintenance 
of law and order along the border, but operations on both sides 
are impeded by the absence of provision for the extradition of 
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criminal offenders, and for the compulsory attendance of 
witnesses, 
I have, &c. 
J. A. ASHBURNHAM, 
Civil Commissioner and Resident Magistrate. 
The Colonial Secretary, 
Vryburg. 


Report of the Crvizn ComMissIonER AND ReEstpEnrT 
MaGIsTRATE for the District of Kuruman for 1893-4. 


I think the general cry throughout Bechuanaland has been, too 
muchrain, This district fared, with a good many others, badly on 
account of the late heavy rains, farmers have lost hundreds of 
pounds, and the natives also, through having their mealie; lands 
washed away, and consequently the farmer’s cry is, how shall we 
pay our quit-rent? It was at first supposed that mealies and 
Kafir corn would be very cheap this year, but I do not think 
sO now. 

I regret to say very little progress has been made in this 
district, a few farms on the Border have changed hands, and a 
great many more would have done so, but I am told on all sides 
when farmers who come here to buy hear the quit-rent they cry off 
at once, so that dues for transfer duty have not increased. 

A sale of erven took place in the Township ; out of about 200 
only ten were sold. 

The offices and Gaol are just now in fair order, 

No European school has as yet been established in this district, 
consequently European children are left to run wild. 

Horse sickness, I am glad tosay, has been very mild this season, 
and it is to be hoped in time this scourge will disappear entirely : 
from all accounts, although it has been an exceedingly wet season, 
the mortality amongst horses has never been so slight. 

The natives are, I am glad to say, everywhere quiet and 
contented. 

Hardly any crimes are committed by the Bechuanas ; thefts are 
mostly committed by the Cape Colonial Kafirs who come squatting 
on European farms, and sometimes get quietly on to locations 
when one only hears of them being there after some crime has 
been committed. 

The roads, on account of the heavy rains, from Kuruman tc 
Vryburg are in a shocking state and it is to be hoped when the 
wheel-tax comes into force that money enough will be found to 
repair the principal drifts, which on the direct road are simply 
impossible to cross at present. 

Four lepers have been removed from this district this year ; 
they were all willing to have proper medical attendance, 
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There have been 1384 passes issued during 1893-94. 
There have been 16 criminal cases adjudicated upon and 95 civil 
cases. 
C. B. ScHo.utz, 
Civil Commissioner and Resident Magistrate, 


Rerort of the Orvin COMMISSIONER. AND RESIDENT 
MAGISTRATE of the Gorpontra Disrricr for 1893-4. 


Although the losses occasioned by the ravages of the locusts 
combined with the long drought were very severe, I am glad to 
report that the quit-rent due on farms and erven was duly paid, 
with the exception of a very small amount. 

At asale of erven in the township of Upington last January, 
about 30 erven were disposed of. 

The drought was broken up by copious showers of rain in 
January last; but unfortunately, swarm upon swarm of locusts 
appearing, the green veld was quickly reduced to almost the same 
state as before the rain. 

Crime cannot be said to be increasing. A greater number of 
stock-thefis than usual were brought to my notice; but I believe 
that this may be ascribed to the severe drought, the natives 
stealing to satisfy their hunger. 

I hope that the gaol buildings begun during the last year will 
be completed at an early date. 

The wheat harvest was above the average; but the flooded 
Orange River destroyed nearly the whole of the mealie and late 
crops, besides occasioning great damage to the lands. 

The necessity of a good school for European children is 
beginning to be keenly felt and I hope that an energetic move 
will soon be made to establish one at Upington. Several 
white children attend the mission schools, of which there are three 
in the district, two enjoying a Government grant; but the great 
majority of European children have little or no education. 

Oar Borders are quiet and the disturbance in Damaraland does 
not affect us in any way except by deterring traders from 
carrying their merchandize northwards as often as otherwise they 


would do. 
C.. Bam, 


Civil Commissioner and Resident Magistrate 
April 27, 1894. Gordonia. 
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MepicaL Report on the Vrysure District for 1893-4. 


Sir, Vryburg, April 1, 1894. 

I nave the honour to report that during the past twelve 
months the health of the district of Vryburg has been generally 
good. The sanitary condition of the township of Vryburg is also 
good, and the water supply of good quality. 

No deaths have occurred at the central gaol during the past 
year. The health of the prisoners has been very good, no 
disease occurring among them, save of a trivial nature, the 
constant supply of fresh vegetables contributing largely to this 
result. 

Seven cases of insanity have been treated, and at present there 
are four lunatics, one European and three natives, awaiting 
removal to an asylum. 

Several cases of leprosy have been attended to in the gaol 
lazaretto; two lepers made their escape owing to the unsuitability 
of the lazaretto as a place of detention. Six cases of leprosy 
(including two alleged cases from other districts) were sent to 
Cape Town, and one is now at the gaol awaiting removal. 

‘lwo cases of lupus are also under treatment at the gaol, and 
are likely to remain there for a considerable time. 

I have. &c. 
W. M. Nugent, 
His Honour the Administrator. District Surgeon. 


REpPoRT on VryBurG Hospirau for 1893-4. 


During the year beginning April 1st 1893 and ending March 
31st 1894, there has been a slight increase of work done, as 
compared with the previous year. 

Patients admitted were, 55; accidents admitted, 6; discharged 
cured, 34; discharged relieved, 14; deaths, 7; operations, 4. 
Patients paying to the hospital ranging from 10s. to 1s. per day, 
41; paupers admitted, 14; medical fees were charged to all by 
the medical men sending them in, pauper patients only being 
attended free by the district surgeon. 

The patients belonged to the following denominations :— 

Roman Catholic, 3; English Church, 21; Dutch Reformed, 7 ; 
Presbyterian, 6; Wesleyan, 8. Being the first annual report, I 
feel bound to add that the equipment of the Hospital throughout 
is as perfect as possible, and will bear favourable comparison with 
the best Hospitals in South Africa. | 

M. VEaAtr, 
Matron. 
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Mepricat Report on the Marrexine District for 1893-4. 


Mafeking, Bechuanaland, 
SIR, June 18, 1894. 

I Have the honour to report that, during the period 
ist April 1893 to31st March 1894, the health of the inhabitants 
of the district of Mafeking has been satisfactory. Amongst the 
white population, two deaths only have been recorded. The cause 
of death in one case was facial erysipelas and in the other cerebral 
embolism. Zymotic disease was represented by a few cases of 
Russian influenza during January and March, chicken-pox in 
July, August, and September, roseola and small-pox in March. 
One-fourth of the cases of malarial fever and three of the dysentery 
patients were imported from the interior. The continued presence 
of contagious ophtbalmia is, no doubt, due to the carelessness of 
the natives in neglecting the disease and allowing the germs of 
the disease to be always present. The complete absence of enteric 
fever and the almost complete absence of acute rheumatism and 
of lobar pneumonia are facts worthy of note. Gastro-intestinal 
catarrh was present, as usual, during the spring and autumn 
months. Theincreased proportion of diarrhea cases is explained 
by the presence of unacclimatized troops passing through the 
district en route to Matabeleland. The British Bechuanaland 
Police hospital has been a great boon to the men of the force, 
but skilled female nursing is much required. The natives have 
been free from epidemic disease, but cases of constitutional 
syphilis are of frequent occurrence. As it is quite impossible 
under present arrangements to estimate any change in the native 
death-rate, I beg to suggest that registration of oirths and 
deaths amongst the natives be enforced. The Gaol has been 
kept in a good sanitary condition, and the health of the prisoners 
is excellent. No deaths have oceurred. 

I have, &c. 
A. PrercE GREEN, 
The Secretary, Vryburg. District Surgeon. 


Mxpican Report on the Gorponia District for 1893-4. 


( Extract.) | 
Upington, May 1, 1894. 

In reply to your favour of the 8th of April, 1894, I have 
the honour to inform you that the sanitary state during the last 
year from the 31st of March 1893, till the 31st of March 1894 
has been a good one as well in Upington itself as in the other 
parts of the district of Gordonia. There were no epidemics. I have 
to report (as far as I know)a few cases of pneumonia, pleuritis, 
pronehitis, trachitis, rheumatism, heart affections, &c. 
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Well worth mentioning yet is the fact that gonorrhea and _Brrrisn 
syphilis are very frequent, more frequent than ever before, and, ae aia 
the people being left to themselves, no limits against the further 1893-4. 
spreading of this evil can be drawn. oe 

I have, &c. 
D. M. G. Marquarpt, 
The Colonial Secretary, District Surgeon, Gordonia, 
Vryburg, British Bechuanaland. British Bechuanaland. 


Mepicat Report on the Taunaes District for 1893-4. 


Taungs, British Bechuanaland, 
Sir, August 15, 1894. 
I HAVE the honour to forward you a more detailed report 
concerning the sanitary condition of Taungs and District. 
In the Taungs gaol 23 cases of disease have been reported 
to me: 


1 Incipient delirium tremens. 

3 Syphilis (two cases were isolated in a hut adjoining the gaol, 
being of a virulent nature). 

3 Abdominal colic. 

5 Rheumatism. 

2 Traumatism. 

2. Insanity. 

1 Syncope. 

2 Bronchial catarrh. 

3 Gastric catarrh. 

1 Tonsilitis. 


The sanitary condition of the gaol has been as good as could be 
expected, considering the way the structure suffered during 
the late floods. It would be advisable to supply water from a 
well, as the refuse from the native village is washed into the river. 

There has been no zymotic disease in the district to my 
knowledge 

I have treated about one hundred (100) cases of syphilis, one 
peritonitis ; the remainder have been of a trivial nature. 

It is extremely advisable that the natives and white people 
should be vaccinated. 

I have, &e. 

Colonial Secretary, T. A. Mast, 

Vryburg. District Surgeon. 
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MeprioaL Report on the Kuruman District for 1893-4. 


Dear Sir, Kuruman, August 15, 1894. 
I HEREWITH beg to submit the Annual Medical Report of 
the Kuruman District for the year ending March 31, 1894. 

I am pleased to be able to state that we have not been visited 
with any epidemic during the past year ; although small-pox was 
raging around, we were not visited with it. I received instructions 
to vaccinate, but after vaccinating some 700 or 800 I received 
further instructions to stop, so that this district is very imperfectly 
vaccinated, so that, shonld small-pox break out amongst us, we are 
not protected. 

Syphilis still abounds all over tbe district. Complaints come in 
from all round us as to the state the natives are in; the children 
suffer terribly from syphilitic sores and ulcers—I may say the 
whole district is completely saturated with it: nothing but very 
stringent measures will have the slightest effect uponit. Isolation, 
and a long-continued course of medical treatment, are absolutely 
necessary for its extermination, and it is doubtful even then. 

Four cases of leprosy arrived at Robben Island on the 31st 
December 1893, from this district ; there is one case still at large 
—that of a patient who would not go at the last moment. The 
natives keep these cases very quiet, as they seem afraid of being sent 
away, and it is with great difficulty cases of leprosy are found out. 

I cannot speak too strongly about the filthiness and immorality 
that exists among the natives; there is no doubt that all their 
diseases originate from these sources, the overcrowding and filth in 
the huts is disgraceful. | 

I have, &c. 
F. J. Newton, Esq., JamMES HarRTLeEy, 
Colonial Secretary. District Surgeon, 


Report of the ASsistaNnt CoMMISSIONER for the SouTHERN 
part of the BECHUANALAND PROTECTORATE for 1893-4, 


1. With reference to section 3 of my last annual report, beacons 
have, under the instructions of Government, been placed by a 
surveyor along the boundary between the chiefs Montsioa and 
Bathoen at the expense of these chiefs. 

2. Relative to section 7 of the same report, an inquiry was held 
into the dispute between Mosinye’s sons, and an award was given 
by the Government to the effect that all the cattle taken by the 
one from the other were to be returned. At first, the Chief Sebele 
failed to comply fully with the terms of the award by delivering 
to me only portion of the cattle he had seized. He was therefore 
informed that within a fixed date he must deliver to me the 
balance of the cattle, or steps would be taken to compel him to do 
so. Preparations were accordingly made, but there was fortunately 
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Since I assumed duty here, the additional regulations framed for 
the guidance of the medical officers have conduced to a greater 
efficiency in the work done by them. 

In January 1894, each station was inspected, the stores checked, 
and re-adjusted to meet the requirements of the different stations, 
a considerable saving being thus effected, especially in the outlay 
on drugs. A system of recording and checking stores has been 
initiated. The various hospital buildings have been much improved 
and additional furniture has been supplied at most stations. 

_ The epidemic of small-pox, which at one time threatened to 
become very serious, has been nearly stamped out. A full report 
on the subject was forwarded to you on 3lst March. Since the 
date of that report, two fresh outbreaks occurred in the Berea 
district, but in both instances the disease was confined to the single 
individuals who had imported it, they having escaped from the 
quarantine lines in the Leribe district. ‘The weekly reports from 
the Medical Officer, Leribe, indicate that the epidemic is practically 
at an end, a result which is largely attributable to the thorough 


manner in which the infected villages and the inhabitants were 


disinfected before the quarantine was removed. 

According to your instructions, a careful record of vaccination 
has been kept and the returns sent in by the district medical 
officers give a total of 8,031 cases for the year. 


The proposed charge for medicine supplied to out-patiente will 
undoubtedly considerably reduce the attendance, but the increased 
efficiency of the work which a smaller attendance will allow will 
more than compensate for the falling off in numbers. 


An exhaustive enquiry into the question of leprosy in so far 


as it affects this territory has been instituted, and is being carried 
out by the district medical officers, and when completed a full 
report, which it is hoped will contain some valuable information 
bearing on the question, will be presented. 


Arrangements are being made for the more careful and 
systematic recording of cases, and I hope to be in a position next 
yearjto incorporate in my report some useful statistical information 
in connection with the medical work. 

The increasing need for insisting on proper sanitation at the 
various stations was emphasized by the epidemic of typhoid fever 
which occurred at Mafeteng this year. 

I append a tabular statement of the total number of patients 
treated. 


(Signed) Epw. C. Lone, 
Principal Medical Officer. 
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Return showing the Number of Attendances at the Government 
Dispensaries n Basutoland, during the year ending June 30, 1894. 


District. Out-patients. | In-patients. | Vaccinations. Totals. 
Maseru - - 5,991 60 2,693 8,344 
Mafeting . 7,027 45 1,804 8,876, 
Mohales Hoek - 6,304 77 920 7,301 
Leribe - - 3,930 50 2,614 6,594 

Total ; 22,852 232 8,031 ares 31,115 Ai 


Annual Report Medical Officer, Maseru, for the year ending 
June 30, 1894. 


I have the honour to report as under concerning the medical 
work in this district during the past twelve months. 
I assumed duty here on the 15th November 1893. 


The annexed table shows the number of patients treated. 


y 2 : : Remain in 
— Admittec,| Cured. | Relieved. Died. Hospital. 
In-patients - | 60 | 25 19 2 5 
Out-patients - | New cases 4,895. Subsequent attendances 986. 


The district has, with the exception of several cases of chicken- 
pox and measles, been free from epidemics, and, bearing in mind 
the large number of natives entering the district from infected 
territories, it is fortunate to have escaped the advent of small-pox. 

Vaccination has been vigorously carried out, upwards of 2,690 
cases having been done at the hospital since July last. 

The health of the police detachment has been on the whole 
good. Venereal diseases are, however, very prevalent among them. 
~ Some repairs and alterations are urgently needed to the Hospital 
buildings. The proposed conversion of two small wards into one 
large one will add considerably to the comfort of the patients. 

I regret to have to report that the sanitary condition of the 
station is not as it should be. Suggestions for regulating and 
enforcing sanitation have been submitted for approval to the 
Resident Commissioner. 

(Signed) Epw. C. Lone, 
Medical Officer. 
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Annual Report Medical Officer, Leribe, for the year ending 
30th June 1894. 


At the end of the present year, I have the honour to forward for 
your perusal a report of the medical work accomplished in the 
district. 

The public health has not been as.good as in previous years, 
several epidemics, happily very mild in form, having been prevalent. 

The total number ot patients having attended the Leribe Hospital 
has been 3,980, of whom 3,023 were new cases, 907 subsequent 
attendances and 50 treated as in-patients. 

The majority of hospital patients were admitted for surgical 
operations ; almost all did well, only one having died shortly after 
admission. Another death from pemphigus manatorum, admitted 
in extremis, took place at the beginning of the year. 

The usual diseases met at the dispeasary were, heading the 
list, gastric disorders 536 cases, bronchial disorders 218, and 
rheumatism 127. I note also the frequency of abscesses, wounds, 
and. venereal affections. True mokhaola, or syphilis, was only 
detected in 84 cases; but many diseases, such as synovitis, eczema, 
&c., had a specific origin. 

In October last, the first cases of small-pox were seen at 
Monuamyana’s, a village situated two hours away from the Leribe 
police camp. The infection came from the Free State, having 
been imported there from the Randt. The epidemic invaded, one 
after another, four villages and has lastly located itself in a fifth 
one at Chaka’s, where it is dying out. 

From 250 to 300 natives suffered from the disease ; 20 cases 
were fatal, but the fever was of a mild character generally. 

An epidemic of varicella prevalent at the same time rendered 
the keeping of the quarantine somewhat irksome at first, as natives 
could not be made to understand the difference between the two 
diseases. 

An epidemic of measles, followed by one of ophthalmia, was also 
rife during the months of March and April, but has now entirely 
disappeared. 

The health of the police detachment, as well as of the prisoners 
in gaol, has been fair during the year. 

‘The hospital buildings are in good repair, though some 
improvements and alterations are still necessary to make them 
perfect. 

‘he sanitary condition of the police camp does not call fcr any 
special remarks. 

(Signed) G. Casatis, 
Medical Officer. 
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aeael boey Annual Report Medical Officer, Mafeteng, for the year ending 


ss 30th June 1894. 
The number of persons treated at the Government Free 
Dispensary during the past year was 7,027; of these, 5,615 new 
cases 1,412 re-attendances. 


Tn addition, 24 persons were treated at the hospital as in-patients 
for periods varying with the necessity of their cases. 

Of the above numbers, 561, or 10 per cent. of all cases, were 
treated for some manifestation of syphilis, and, though this may 
appear a high percentage if taken to represent the average 
prevalence of the disease in this district, I am nevertheless of 
opinion that the facts observed are such as to encourage the belief 
that the frequency and virulence of this disorder are declining, 
while a larger proportion of persons affected yearly present 
themselves for treatment. 


II. The hospital buildings are in good repair, and the 
accommodation has been found sufficient for all ordinary demands. 


III. The health of the police force has been very good, nothing 
but minor ailments having come under observation, with one 
exception, where it was found necessary to invalid from the force a 
man suffering from old-standing constitutional disease. 

The health of the prisoners has also been very satisfactory. 


IV. Public vaccination has been steadily proceeded with; 
during the year, 1,804 persons have been vaccinated at the 
free dispensary. No case of small-pox has been reported in the 
district. 


V. In April this year, instructions were issued for an inspection 
by the Medical Officer of all lepers and persons supposed to be lepers 
residing within the district ; a systematic investigation was organised, 
and the results of the inquiry have been embodied in a separate 
report, now in the hands of the principal Medical Officer. 


VI. During a year the meteorological conditions of which were 
those known to be favourable to the outbreak and spread of 
certain zymotic diseases, I have to report comparatively few cases 
which come under this heading. 3 

An outbreak of typhoid fever occurring during the months of 
March and April, affecting European and native residents on the 
station, has formed the subject of a special report by me earlier in 
the year. 

With the carrying out of the scheme now under consideration 
for supplying the station with pure water from a spring distant 
nearly two miles from this outskirts, there is every reason to believe 
that this disease will be stamped out so far as cases originating in 
the station are concerned. 

Two or three limited outbreaks of diphtheria have also been 
recorded. The disease was prevalent in the neighbouring 
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Report on the BECHUANALAND BorpER Potice for 1893-94. 


The Annual Report of the Bechuanaland Border Police for 
1893 to 1894, is compiled from 1st April 1893 to 31st March 
1894. 

Strength. 


The strength of the corps on 1st April 1893 was as follows :— 


Non-Com- 
Fa og missioned 
Distribution. Officers. | omicer and Total. Troops. 
troopers. 
Northern Protectorate - 16 183 199 E.F. and K. troops, 
Southern Protectorate - ae 73 77 G. troop. 
Bechuanaland «+ -. 5 114 119 A. troop. 
Total. - - oe 25 370 395 


In September, the strength was increased to 27 officers, 450 
non-commissioned officers and troopers. 

(n October, three new troops wereraised, consisting of 300officers, 
non-commissioned officers and troopers, including four officers and 
67 non-commissioned officers and men of the Black Watch and 
West Riding Regiments, and one officer and 35 non-commissioned 
officers and troopers of the Cape Mounted Riflemen. 

On the conclusion of operations in Matabeleland in January 
1894, 50 non-commissioned officers and troopers were transferred 
to the Matabeleland Police, raised by the British South Africa 
Company. 

The disbandment of Major Grey’s column was then proceeded 
with, and on the 31st of March 1894 it ceased to exist. 


‘The strength of the corps on that date was as follows :— | 
PELE On SE See ee Se 


Non-Com- 
missioned 

officers and Total. 
troopers. 


Distribution. Officers. Troops. 


i ————s 


| 


Matabeleland - s 15 215 230 E. and F. troops. 
Northern Protectorate - 10 69 79 K. troop. 
Southern Protectorate - 4 72 76 G. troop. 
Bechuanaland - - 8 105 113 A. troop. 

Total - - 37 461 498 
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Deser tions. 


Seven men deserted during the year from Gaberones, stealing 
two horses, which have since been recovered. 


Native Strength. 
The strength of natives, 31st March 1894, was as follows :-— 


Matabeleland - ~ - - 46 

Northern Protectorate - - ~ 55 

Southern Protectorate - ~ - 9 

Bechuanaland - - - - 10 

Total - - - - - 120 
Transport, 


The transport of the corps 1st April 1893 consisted of 18 waggons, 
10 carts, and 12 water carts. 

This was considerably increased during the Matabeleland 
Campaign, and the present strength is 36 ox-waggons, 11 Scotch 
carts, three spring-carts and 21 water-carts. 


Mule Strength. 


The strength of mules 31st March 1893 was 34 ; during the year, 
51 were purchased, 38 died from horse-sickness and other natural 
causes, and four were killed or lost in action, leaving the present 
strength 43, 


Ox Strength. 


The strength of oxen Ist April 1893 was 319; during the year 
548 have been purchased, 69 have died from natural causes, and 
159 were lost, left behind, or killed in action, leaving the present 
strength 639. 


Horse Strength. 


The strength of horses Ist April 1893 was 228 ; during the year, 
707 have been purchased and 554 have died from horse sickness 
and other natural causes or have been lost or killed in action, 
leaving the present strength 381, which are distributed as 
follows :— 


Matabeleland - - - - 185 
Northern Protectorate - - - 35 
Southern Protectorate - - - 56 


Bechuanalana ° ° - - 105 
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Armament, 


The armament of the corps at the present time consists of :— 
4 Seven-pounder R.M.L. guns of 200 lbs. mounted on 
Colonial field carriages. 
2 Seven-pounder R.M.L. guns of 400 Ibs. 
1 Seven-pounder, Naval pattern. 
4 Maxim guns, 
2 Nordenfelt guns. 
1 Gatling gun on loan from the Tati Gold Mining and 
Exploration Company. 
1,317 Martini-Henry Rifles, 
217 Snider Rifles. 


Special Employment. 


Six troopers have been employed since July 1893, in performing 
the duties of Customs Officers at Ramoutsa, Sequerie, Palla, 
Palapye, Macloutsi, and Grobler’s Cross Roads. 

The usual escort of a non-commissioned officer and three troopers 
has been previded for the Assistant Commissioner at Palapye. 

The detachment at Selika has been engaged in preventing Boers 
from exterminating the game in Khama’s country. 

On 5th July, Sub-Lieutenant Drury proceeded to Rhodes Drift 
to inquire into a charge preferred by the Resident Magistrate, 
Tuli, against a petty chief, Maleme, and issued a warrant for his 
arrest on the charges of theft and murder, 

On 8th July, 20 mounted men proceeded to Tuli, where they 
were joined by Sub-Lieutenant Drury, who surrounded Maleme’s 
Kraal, but found that he had fled across the Limpopo. The party 
then returned to Macloutsi. 

On 19th July, Sub-Lieutenant Drury and 16 mounted men 
left for Tuli with orders to proceed to Maleme’s kraal, but, in 
consequence of Matabele disturbances, were detained at Tuli, by 
direction of his Excellency, where they were engaged in assisting 
the officials of the British South Africa Company in making 
arrangements for the defence of Tuli. This party returned to 
camp 15th September on being relieved by the Company’s troops. 

On October 11th, in consequence of the threatening attitude of 
the Matabele, a column consisting of 12 officers, 213 non 
commissioned officers and troopers, with 215 horses, two seven- 
pounder guns on field carriages, feur Maxim guns on galloping 
carriages and accompanied by transport, 15 waggons, four water 
carts, seven Scotch carts, advanced to take up a position in the 
neighbourhood of Tati. 

This column was joined by about 200 men of the Company’s 
troops under Commandant Raaff, C.M.G., and by the Chief Khama 
and about 1,800 of his men. 

The column left Tati 20th October, and marched by way of the 
Monarch Reef to Mangwe, engaging the enemy near Impandine 
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Brrtist# on 2nd November, and thence to Buluwayo, which was reached by 
Ue the main body 14th November. 

1893-4. Part of the column were then sent with Major Forbes’s patrol 
down the Shangani, and the remainder under Major Browne to 
patrol the Matopa Hills. 

A party of one officer and 50 mounted men left Macloutsie for 
Buluwayo 11th November, escorting supplies. 

In January 1894, the troops were moved to nyati, 

The column under Major Grey left Mafeking 28th October and 
reached Palapye 21st November. 

Thence a detachment of one officer and 44 non-commissioned 
officers and men was detailed to proceed to strengthen the garrison 
at Macloutsie. The remainder of the column arrived at Tati 
30th November. 

Until 31st March, the following places were occupied by this 
column at various times: Tati, Mangwe, Fig Tree, and Khama 
River. 


Regimental Works. 


The second barrack room at Macloutsi, which was commenced 
in the previous year, has been completed ; a new stable has been 
built at the sick lines; a brick post office has been built, and 
liaprovements effected in the quarters of the nursing staff at the 
hospital. 

In nearly all cut-stations in the Protectorate and Bechuanaland, 
improvements have been made in the men’s quarters and the 
stables. 

The road from Macloutsi to the Shashi was compieted and the 
road-cutting party was withdrawn in September. 

The direct road from Macloutsi to Mangwe vid the Shashi and 
Semokwe Rivers has been opened up. 

Forts were completed at Fig Tree and Mangwe. 


Patrols. 


Constant patrols have been made throughout the area occupied 
by the Corps. 


Stations. 


The following stations have been occupied during the year :— 
Matabeleland—Inyati, Buluwayo, Vig Tree, Mangwe, 
Khama River, Ramakwueban, Tati and signalling stations. 
Nerthern Protectorate.—Macioutsi, Palapye, Selika, Grobler’s 

Cross Roads and signalling stations, 

Southern Protectorate. — Gaberones, Kanya, Molepolole, Ra- 
moutsa, Mochudi, Palla, Sequani, Sand Pits, and Pitsani 
Bothluga. 

Bechuanaland. — Vryburg, Mafeking, Taungs, Setlagoli, 
Schaapfontein, Genesa, Kuruman, Langeberg, Moroquin, 
Tweeling’s Pan, Dry Hartz, Ramatlabama, Pitsani, Maritogo, 
Mosita, Zwaart Kop, Gordonia, Keimoes, and Mier. 
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Summary. 


In summing up the various headings under which the foregoing 
report has been compiled, it will be seen that last October the 
Force was largely increased both in officers, men, and horses and 
that for the last seven months of the year the majority of the Force 
was employed in the Matabele War and the final settlement of the 
country. 

Throughout the whole of the operations, the conduct of all 
concerned has been all that I could wish. 

In a former despatch to His Excellency the High Commissioner 
I mentioned the names of the following officers, besides certain 
non-commissioned officers, for special services :—Major Raleigh 
Grey, Capt. the Hon. C. J. Coventry, Capt. Walford, and Capt. 
Tancred. 

The health of the men, considering the exposure and privations 
they went through, was good, and it speaks very well for the 
country that out of about 650 men employed nota single death 
took place from.climatic causes during the time we occupied the 
country. This I attribute greatly to the care of the Medical 
Officers and to the men having proper nourishment when sick and 
convalescent. 

As usual, the death-rate among horses from horse-sickness has 
been very heavy. Out of the 554 horses shown as died from all 
causes during the year, 516 have been from horse-sickness. 


H. Goouip-Apams, Lieut.-Colonel, 
Commanding Bechuanaland Border Police. 
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No. 138. 
BERMUDA. 


ANNUAL REPORT FOR 1894, 


(For Report for 1893, see Colonial Report [Annual] No. 105.) 


Presented to hoth Houses of Parliament by Commany of Her Majesty. 
24 May 1895. 


LONDON: 
PRINTED FOR HER MAJESTY’S STATIONERY OFFICE, 


BY EYRE AND SPOTTISWOODE, 
PRINTERS TO THE QUEEN’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY. 


And to be purchased, either directly or through any Bookseller, from 
EYBE anv SPOTTISWOODE, Fast HaRpIne STREET FLEET STREHT, #.C., and 
32, ABINGDON STREET, WESTMINETER, S.W. of 
JOHN MENZIES & Co., 12, HANOVER STREET, EDINBURGH ana 
90, West NILE STREET, GLASGOW; or 


HODGES, FIGGIS, & Oo., Limrrsp, 104, GRAFTON STREET, DOBLIN. 
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The folloving, among other, Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial 
Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained for a few pence from 
the sources indicated on the title page :— 


ANNUAL. 

No. Colony. Year. 
106 | Gambia - - = “ - - | 1893 
107 | Hong Kong - - - = - 
108 St. Vincent < 5 < - " a 
109 | Gibraltar - - - - . es 
110 | Bahamas - s * 56 - . 5 
111 Turks and Caicos Islands - - - : - 
112 Leeward Islands - - - - ¥ a 
113 Barbados - = « “ = 6 
114 | Malta - 2 - m = = 
115 Zululand - = ‘ iy ¥ a z 
116 British Honduras - - < * 
117 Trinidad and Tobago - - Pi = ° 
118 Falkland Islands” - - . at a si 
119 | Rodrigues - - - - - . ie 
120 Mauritius - = - - = . nt 
121 Straits Settlements - - - . i Be 
122 Labuan - - Ps . m z 
123 Basutoland - - - - - - | 1893-94 
124 St. Lucia - - - - - - 1893 
125 St. Helena - - = - a = - 
126 | Ceylon - - - = - « i. 
127 Fiji & é . : J st 
128 | Grenada - - = _ = f 3 
129 Sierra Leone - = - ° = - 
130 British Bechuanalan - a * - | 1893-94. 
131 British New Guinea - - * - | 1899-3 & 

1893-94 
132 | Lagos - - - - - | 1898 
133 | British Guiana e - i é - | 1893-94. 
134 Jamaica - - - - = ss 
185 | Newfoundland - - - - | 1893 
136 Gold Coast - - 5 © ms } z 
137 | Zululand - - - - sf - | 1894 
MISCELLANEOUS. 

No Colony. Subject. 

1 | Gold Coast - - | Economic Agriculture. 

2 Zululand - - - | Forests. 

8 | Sierra Leone - - | Geology and Botany. 

4 - - | Emigration. 


Canada - 
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No. 138. 
BERMUDA. 


(For Report for 1893, see Colonial Report [Annual], No. 105.) 


Governor Lyons to the MARQuEss oF RIPON. 


My Lorp MaARrQugEss, Bermuda, March 29, 1895. 

I HavVE the honour to transmit herewith the report on the 
Annual Blue Book of this Colony for the year 1894, which has 
been prepared by Mr. Alison, the Colonial Secretary. 

I have, &c. 
T. C. Lyons, General, 
Governor and Commander-in-Chiet, 


Colonial Secretary’s Office, Hamilton, 
Sir, Bermuda, March 26, 1895. 
I wave the honour to submit to your Excellency the 
following report on the Blue Book for the year 1894 :— 


Finance. 


9. The revenue for the year amounted to 32,4761, and the 
expenditure to 34,2161. Compared with 1893 the revenue shows 
a decrease of 2,417/., and the expenditure an increase of 5021. 

The expenditure returns in 1894 include a sum of 1,000 
temporarily advanced by the Treasury to the Savings Bank, which 
amount was not refunded until after the close ofthe year. In 1893 
a sum of 6001. was also advanced to the Savings Bank, but having 
been refunded during the year is included in both the revenue and 
expenditure returns. If these temporary advances are excluded 
from consideration, the revenue for 1894 compared with 1892 
shows a decrease of 1,8171., and the expenditure an increase of 
1021. 

In the revenue and expenditure returns the amounts raised by 
loan (30,0001.) and expended (9,6532) during the year on the 
improvements of the channel leading to Hamilton Harbour are not 


included. 
I 87010. Wt. 20348. 
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Burmvns. 3. The following tables compare the revenue and expenditure 
1894, for 1894 with that of 1893 :— 
Revenue, 

—— | Customs, Other Receipis. Total. 

£ £ £ 
1893 = - - “ 27,821 7,072 34,893 
1894 - a fe “ 25,444 7,032 $2,476 
Decrease - - - 2,377 40 2,417 

Expenditure. 

— | Be Seine | Other charges. Total. 

£ £ £ 
1893 = < “ . 17,072 16,642 33,714 
1894 - : - - 18,191 16,025 34,216 
Increase - - - 1,119 — 502 

Decrease - - - — 617 — 


Compared with the preceding year the receipts from the 
customs show a decrease under nearly every heading ; the decrease 
in the 5 per cent. ad valorem duties amounting to 1,4901, 
whilst the duties collected on cigars, malt-liquor, rum, and other 
spirits show a decrease of 1147, 1730, 2952, and 3181. 
respectively. 

The decrease in the 5 per cent. ad valorem duties is accounted 
for to some extent by the decrease in the value of breadstuffs and 
other provisions. The partial failure of the potato and onion crop 
ast season caused some distress amongst the agricultural classes 
in the community, and this no doubt adversely affected the 
receipts from customs under every heading. 

Compared with 1893 the following were the principal differences 
shown in the disbursements :— 


£ 
Annuities aud gratuities an increase of - 475 
Interest ‘ - 458 
Judicial i - 369 
Savings Bank 93 - 482 


Whilst in the— 
Colonial Surveyors Office there was a 
decrease of - - - - 336 
Payment of Public Debt there was a decrease 
of : 3 : Z - 1,000 


COLONIAL REPORTS.—ANNUAL. a 


The increase under the heading of annuities and gratuities is 
due to a gratuity of 500/. granted to Mr. Ward, late postmaster 
at St. George, and under the heading of interest, to the loan 
raised to improve the channels leading to Hamilton Harbour. 


4. The Imperial expenditure returns are as follows :— 


£ 
Governor’s Salary -, - - - 2,199 
Military Establishments - - - 93,888 


Compared with 1893, the latter return shows an increase of 
4,6301, 


Public Debt. 


5. Uf the 40,000/. of Inscribed Stock which the Legislature 
authorized the Colonial Government in 1892 to issue on account 
of the improvement of the channels leading to Hamilton Harbour, 
10,0002. was issued locally in 1893 and 30,000/. in 1894. This 
Stock, bearing interest at the rate of 4} per cent., is repayable in 
September 1923. The average price obtained for the Stock was 
1021. 12s, 10d. per cent. 

The Public Debt at the end of 1894 amounted to 47,1002, made 
up as follows :— 


x 
Local Inscribed Stock - - - - 40,000 
New Government House Debentures - - 7,100 


The average rate of interest on the new Government House 
Loan is 43 per cent. 


Public Works. 


6. A new gaol at Hamilton was commenced in 1891 and 
finished in 1894. 

There are 36 celis in the new building, the dimensions of each 
being 8’ 6” x 12’ x 11’ 6”, in addition to five strong-rooms and 
ample store accommodation. ‘The old gaol was adapted so as to 
provide four cells for females, a sick ward, chapel and warder’s 
accommodation. ‘The cost of these works, in addition to a cottage 
for the gaoler, amounting to 5,700/., was defrayed out of a portion 
of the proceeds of an investment of 6,U00/ made in 1865 for the 
purpose of forming a fund to provide a gaol, and a lighthouse, 
which was erected in 1876 at St. David’s Island. 

In 1893 the Board of Public Works entered into a contract 
with Messrs. S. Pearson and Son, of Victoria Street, Westminster, 
to deepen and widen, at a cost of about 38,000/. the channels 
Jeading to Hamilton Harbour so as to obtain a minimum depth of 
20 feet at mean low water and a minimum width of 92 feet at the 
bottom of the channels. 
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This work was commenced in July 1894 and is satisfactorily 
progressing. 


Legislation. 


7. The Legislature was in session from the 28th of May to the 
26th of November, and the work of the session was to a large 
extent devoted to the continuing of Acts about to expire which 
have been on the Statute Book for years and about the necessity 
for which there has never been any question. 

The legislation of the Colony is remarkable for the systematic 
limitation of laws to brief periods of duration. During the ten 
years 1874-93, the Attorney-General of the Colony states 249 
‘Acts have been passed of which fewer than one-third were Acts 
without duration clauses. The whole number of Acts on the 
Statute Book, exclusive of those passed last session, was 748. 

A committee of the House of Assembly is appointed every 
year to report what Acts are about to expire and at the beginning 
of last session the committee reported a list of 117; the actual 
number, however, was 118. 

The reason which is urged for retaining this system is that it 
gives the House of Assembly a stronger control over the other 
branches of the Legislature and enables that House to force changes 
and amendments cn them which would not be accepted if they 
could be rejected without imperiling the existence of the Act. 

His Excellency the Governor at the beginning of last Session 
addressed the Assembly in the following term : 

“In opening this session of the Legislature I have to call your 
attention to some of the most important Acts on your Statute 
Book. Under a system peculiar to this Colony a great number 
of Acts are on the eve of expiring and no doubt a considerable 
part of the present session will be taken up in continuing laws 
which are now limited to expire at the end of next year. 

« Among these temporary laws is the whole body of your Post 
Office Acts regulating the internal and external postal relations of 
these islands, relations which bring Bermuda into touch with the 
most distant countries on the globe. Whatever reasons may be 
urged for giving a brief duration at first to minor Acts of a 
sentative or experimental nature, [ cannot but think that it is not 
only an inconvenient but a dangerous practice for the whole of 
your Post Office system, involving important Imperial and 
sommercial interests, as well as treaty obligations with foreign 
Sovernments and other colonies, to be made dependent on the 
political accidents which. by giving rise to a conflict of opinion 
between the various branches of the I-egislature, may periodically 
vring the whole system into jeopardy.” 


As the Attorney-General has pointed out, the instability and 
precariousness of such a system of legislation are not the least 
objections to it, but the waste of time and money in habitually 
bringing so large a part of our laws under reconsideration, and the 


COLONIAL REPORTS.—ANNUAL. i 


facilities thus afforded for forcing hasty and inconsiderate 
amendments and changes on the Legislative Council and the 
Governor, are far more serious. 

The most noteworthy of the legislative measures passed during 
the session was “* The Public Health Act, 1894.” By this Act 
the General Board of Health was reconstituted and provision 
made for the appointment of a Medical Officer of Health for the 
Colony. This measure it is hoped will conduce to the improve- 
ment of the sanitary condition of the Colony, which has become 
of greater importance in consequence of the increasing number of 
visitors to these islands from the United States and Canada during 
the winter montks and the consequent profit resulting therefrom to 
our small community. 

During the year, 21 Resolves were passed, appropriating 7,329/. 
for specific services not provided for by existing laws. 


Councils and Assembly. 


8. Mr. William Henry Gosling, the senior unofficial member of 
the Executive and Legislative Councils in the Colony, died in 
November last. His loss was much felt not only by the Colonial 
Government but by the community at large. 


Civil Establishment. 


9, Mr. Robert Ward having retired on account of ill-health 
from the office of Postmaster at St. George’s, Mr. V. O. Brown, 
clerk in that office, was promoted to the vacant office. 


Imports (exclusive of specie.) 


10. The value of the iinports, exclusive of specie, in 1894 was 
283,952/. Compared with 1893 this shows a decrease of 37,3617. 
with 1892 of 44,9912, with 1891 of 42,0247., but with 1890 an 
increase of 11,3491. 

The value of the imports from the United Kingdom and other 
countries respectively in 1893 and 1894 is shown in the following 
table :— 


ee | 1893. | 1894. 
#5 .° £ 
United Kingdom - - - - 86,601 85,903 
Canada - - - - - 22,734 21,162 
Other British Colonies - - - 11,716 8,895 
United States of America - - - 198,624 166,705 
Other Countries - ; - < 1,638 1,287 


Se | es 


Total 2 < . 321,313 283,952 
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pg The principal imports from the United Kingdom in 1894 were 
pA clothing, valued at 3,790, materials for clothing 16,7771, leather 
manufactures 3,1132., oilmen’s stores 4,807/., wogllen goods 9,2761., 

and malt liquor 18,907. 


The principal imports from the United States of America were 
bran, valued at 3,607/., butter 10,747/, corn 3,7791., flour 12,8232, 
zanned goods 5,769/., groceries 7 ,1062., lumber 4,6662, oats 6,0121., 
kerosene oil 3,4032, poultry 3,5312, smoked and pickled meat 
12,7151, sugar 3,586/, oxen and cows 24,0661. 


Exports (exclusive of specie). 


11. The value of the exports, exclusive of specie, in 1894 was 
94,3341. Compared with 1893 this shows a decrease of 28,6451., 
with 1892 of 13,3941, with 1891 of 35,4692, and with 1890 of 


43,1927. 


The following table shows the value of the exports to the 
United Kingdom and other countries respectively in 1893 and 


1894 :— 
Se ie ee ee ee ee a 
eet | 1893. 1894. 
ee Se ee er 
epee ; 
United Kingdoms - . - “ 1,639 2,003 
Canada - - . > - 3,460 2,634 
Other British Colonies - - - 8,008 1,248 
United States of America - ~ - 118,131 85,163 
Other countries - - - - 1,741 3,286 
Total - - - - 122,979 94,334 


The. principal export to the United Kingdom in 1894 was 
arrowroot, valued at 9741., and to Canada lily bulbs, valued at 
1,2391. 

The principal exports to the United States were onions valued 
at 45,4141, a decrease compared with the preceding year of 
14,456/.; potatoes valued at 18,7171., a decrease of 7,905/.; and 
lily bulbs 17 ,122/,, a decrease of 3,928/. 

The decrease in the value of the onions and potatoes exported 
during 1894 is due not to a fallin price in the New York markets 
but to short crops resulting from disease. In the case of the lily 
Uulbs, however, the decrease in value is due principally to a fall in 
prices. 
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Imports and Exports of Specie. 


12. The value of the specie imported in 1894, including that 
imported by the Imperial Treasury Chest Officer here, which is 
not shown in the Blue Book returns, was 26,8952, The value of 
the specie imported in 1893 was 6,2671. 

The large importatiun of specie, mostly in gold, in 1894, is due 
to the local loan issued in 1893-1894 for channel improvements, 
which caused the temporary withdrawal from general circulation 
of about 30,0002. 

The value of the specie exported in 1894, according to the 
Blue Book returns, is 2,095/., compared with an export in 1893 
valued at 6,0902. 

The value of the imports and exports of specie given above 
does not, of course, include the amounts brought in or carried 
away by transient visitors on their persons, and as the floating is 
large compared with the resident population this has an important 
bearing on the matter. 

With regard to the export of specie, for instance, nearly the 
whole amount shown in the returns under this heading in 1893 
and 1894 consisted, so I am informed by the agents of the mail 
steamers plying between these islands and New York, of American 
money brought here in the pockets of American tourists and 
consequently not shown in the import returns, but, being exported 
in bulk by merchants and others in the Colony into whose hands 
it came, is shown in the export returns. 

For this reason it is impossible to arrive at any reliable 
conclusion by merely deducting the value of the exports of specie, 
as given in the returns, from the imports. 

The men of the North American and West Indian Squadron, 
so I am informed by the Imperial Treasury Chest Officer here, 
take away more money from these islands than they bring in, but 
no reliable estimate cf the loss from this cause can be given. 


Population and Public Health. 


13. The Registrar-General estimated the resident civilian popu- 
lation of these islands at the end of 1894 at 15,643, comprising 
5,990 White (2,918 males and 3,072 females), and 9,653 coloured 
persons (4,463 males and 5,190 females). 

The birth-rate was 32°8 and the death-rate 23:2 per 1,000. 
Of the births 18'4 per cent. were illegitimate. ‘The death-rate 
according to colour was 16‘6 per 1,000 amongst the resident 
White and 24°8 per 1,000 amongst the coloured population. 


The infantile death-rate, or proportion of deaths of infants under 
one year of age to registered living births, was 19‘5 per cent. 
I 87010. 
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The average strength of the Imperial Forces in Bermuda in 
1894 was 2,810 and the deaths were 14, the rate of mortality 
thus being about 5 per 1,000. Of these deaths, five were due to 
enteric fever, one to scarlet fever, one to rheumatic fever, one to 
dysentery, three to diseases of the brain, one to acute yellow 
atrophy of liver, one to Bright’s disease, and one to asphyxia 
(from drowning). 

The Senior Medical Officer in charge of the Military Forces 
in the Command reports that the general health of the troops 
has been very good. Average strength of the garrison, 1,410; 
number of admissions to hospita!, 678; number of deaths, 11 ; 
average number of daily sick, 35°98; average sick-time to each 
soldier, 9°31 days; average duration of each case of sickness, 
19°37 days. Average strength of officers, 61 ; cases of sickness, 18 ; 
deaths, none. 

The Principal Naval Medical Officer reports that the mean 
daily strength of the Naval Forces at Bermuda, for the year 
1894, corrected for the period that each ship remained in port, was 
1,400, a decrease of 200 as compared with the previous year. 

The number of cases treated was 381, a diminution of 297, as 
compared with 1893, the reduction being chiefly observable in 
venereal diseases, diarrhoea, and accidents. 

Three cases of enteric fever were entered, There has been 
no death from this disease, and those in hospital are convalescent. 


Criminal Statistics. 


14. The number of offences reported to the police or magistrates 
during the year was 453, a decrease compared with 1893 of 33, 
but an increase compared with 1892 of 71. 

The number of persons apprehended by the police or summoned 
before the magistrates was 418, of whom 261 were summarily 
convicted, 47 discharged for want of evidence, 89 acquitted, and 
21 committed for trial in the Superior Courts. 

Of the 261 persons summarily convicted, 190 were fined, 16 
imprisoned in lieu of fine orsurety, 49 were peremptorily imprisoned, 
and six bound over to keep the peace. 

Twenty-five cases were tried in the Superior Courts during the 
year, and the convictions numbered 15. Of these, one was for 
coucealment of birth, five for offences against the person, one for 
predial larceny, two for other offences against property, and 
six were classified under the heading of “ miscellaneous offences.” 


Gaols. 


15. The number of persons confined in the gaols was 139 
(119 males and 20 females); of these, 51 were committed for 
safe custody till trial or for want of security, and 88 for-purposes 
of penal imprisonment. 
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Lunatic Asylum. 


16. Six patients (two male and four female) were admitted 
into the asylum during the year, and five (two males and three 
females) were discharged. There were five deaths, one from 
kidney disease, one from hernia, one from cancer, one from 
diarrhoea, and one from general paralysis. 

The daily average number of patients duriag 1894 was 37. 


Education. 


17. The Inspector of Schools furnishes the following returns :— 
23 aided primary schools; 1,259 scholars (657 boys and 602 girls) ; 
school fees, 588/.; Government contributions, 1,007/. 

One aided secondary school ; 44 schelars (26 boys and 18 girls) ; 
school fees 132/.; Government contributions 54/.; voluntary 
contributions, 407. 

There are about 40 primary and 3 secondary private schools 
in the Colony receiving no Government aid. 


Meteorological Observations, 


18. The returns from the Observatory at Prospect Camp, which 
is 151 feet above sea-level, show as follows :— 

Mean atmospheric pressure for the year, 30°143 inches; mean 
temperature of the air, 70°1°; mean relative humidity, 83°6 per 
cent. ; mean hourly velocity of the wind, 8°5 miles; total amount of 
rainfall, 59°39 inches; difference of rainfall from average of past 
16 years, 6°83 inches less. 


General. 


19. 1894 was not a very prosperous year in Bermuda, owing 
to the partial failure caused by disease of the potato aud onion 
crops. 

The rebuilding of Trinity Church, the largest church in the 
Colony, which was destroyed by fire in 1884, was so far advanced 
in 1894 as to admit of the nave being opened for Divine Service 
before Christmas Day. There are upwards of 600 sittings in 
the completed portion of the building, which has cost over 
20,0007. 


Statistics. 


20. The usual table prepared for the Board of Trade statistics is 
given below :-— 


Population. 
a 
= Males. Females. Total. 
1393+ . * 7,311 8,208 15,319 
1e94 = - 7,381 8,262 15,643 
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PO ek ae ee LE fr ne ee eon Tn ia ron Cor eee 
Beraupa, 
1sy4, — 1893. | 1894. 
& | £ 
Gross amount of public revenue - - - 34,893 | 32,475 
Gross amouut of public expenditure - - 33,713 34,216 
Customs revenue - - . - - 27,820 25,444 
Public debt - - - - - 17,600 47,100 
Tous. Tons. 
Total tonnage of vessels entered and cleared . 354,043 293,808 
Tounage of British vessels entered and cleared =~ 312,524 272,503 
Tonnage of foreign vessels entered and cleared - 41,519 21,305 
Yonnage of sailing vessels entered and cleared - 48,288 39,409 
‘fuunage of steam vessels entered and cleared - 305,755 254,399 
£ £ 
Value of total imports (including s:ecie) - 327,580 310,847 
Value af total imports of gold and silver bullion 
and specie (so far as can be stated) = - - 6,267 26,895 
Value of imports from the United Kingdom 
cineluding specie) - - - - 86,601 90,703 
Value of total exports (including specie) - | 129,069 $6,377 
Value of total exports of gold and silver bullion 
and specie (so far as can be stated) —- ~ 6,090 4,043 
Value of total exports to the United Kingdom 
‘including specie) - - - - 1,639 2,003 
— 9,653 


Amount of expenditure from loans on public works 


I have, &e. 
ARCHIBALD ALISON, 
Tuo His Excellency Colonial Secretary. 
Ktenera! Thomas Casey Lyons, C.B., 
Govertor and Commander-in-Chief, 
Bermuda. 
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The following, among other, Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial 
Possessions have been issued and may be obtained for a few pence from 
the sources indicated on the title page :— 


ANNUAL. 

No, Colony. Year. 
94 British Honduras - « - - 2 1892 
95 | Lagos - - - ‘ “ : ” 

96 | Sierra Leone - * Ps % 3 ie 

97 | Fiji. - . * “ P me 

98 | Rodrigues - - - - 4 - a 

99 St. Helena - - . = - G 
100 | British Bechuanaland - " - - | 1892-93 
10] British Guiana - - * F = * 
102 | Néwfoundland~ - - - z « 1892 
103 | Jamaica - “ : . . - | 1892-93 
104 | Victoria - - - - = : 1892 
105 | Bermuda - - “ - rm © 1893 
106 | Gambia - - - x x ‘ x 
107 | Hong Kong - . - ' g « 
108 | St. Vincent - 2 rs < x 
109 | Gibraltar - - . * z é = 
110 Bahamas - - - - - a a 
lll Turks and Caicos Islands - 7 . i 
ii2 Leeward Islands - - = i te :; 
113 | Barbados - - - - = : e 
114 | Malta - - < 2 4 a 
115 Zululand - - - - 5 : "3 
116 | British Honduras - - ” a . Fi 
117. | Trinidad and Tobago - - - - a 
118 Falkland Islands - - - x * 
119 | Rodrigues - - - - - 4 © 
120 Mauritius - % - . é 2 
121 Straits Settlements - = . - is 
122 | Labuan~ - < F. 2 ~ z ee 
123 | Basutoland - . - : - | 1893-94 
124 | St. Lucia - - - - 4 - | 1893 
125 | St. Helena - - « ~ é : 

MISCELLANEOUS. 
No. Colony. Subject. 
1 | Gold Coast - - | Economic Agriculture. 
2 Zululand - - - | Forests. 


3 | Sierra Leone = - - | Geology and Botany. 
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ee 


Sir A. E. Havetock to the MARQuEss oF RIPon. 


Queen’s House, Colombo, 
My Lorp MarQuEss, Ceylon, November 17, 1894. 
I HAVE the honour to forward herewith the usual Report 
on the Blue Book of Ceylon for the year 1893. 

2. I beg to express regret for the delay in forwarding this 
Report. The delay has been chiefly due to the amended statement 
of Assets and Liabilities not having been revised and printed iill 
recently. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) A. E, Have ocx. 


or 


Report on the BuuE Book of Cryton for the Year 1893. 


Although the year under review was not marked by any incidents 
of great public interest, the progress of the Colony was steady. 
Railway extension and public works generally were vigorously 
pushed forward, and a new departure was made in municipal 
history by the adoptionin the city cf Colombo of the principle of 
tramways. ‘The public health was good. ‘The Revenue would have 
far exceeded that of any previous year, but for the removal of the 
obnoxious direct tax on the food of the people known as the Paddy 
Tax; and, notwithstandirg a liberal policy on Public Works 
and a faliing rupee, expenditure was kept well within bounds. 
Opportunity was taken of the great Exhibition at Chicago to 
thoroughly advertise the staple product of Ceylon, “tea”; while 
at the same time the distinctive architecture, and art ware, of the 
colony, and the picturesque costumes of the native attendants in 
the suite of the Commissioner, had their share in compelling public 
curiosity. 

I 84910. Wt. 20348. 
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REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE. 


The revenue of the Colony during the year 1893 amounted to 
Rs. 18,051,950, and the expenditure to Re. 18,276,107. 


The figures for the last two years were— 


—_— | Revenue. Expenditure. 
| Rs. Rs 
1891 - - - - 17,962,710 16,435,079 
1892 - - - - | 18,509,187 17,762,466 
Revenue. 


2. The above figures show a tlecrease of Rs. 457,237 as compared 
with the Revenue of 1892, and an increase of Rs. 89,240 over 
that of 1891. The fall in the Revenue of 1893 is primarily due 
to the abolition of the tithe levied on home-grown paddy. The 
lessened importation in 1893 of spirits, cordials, and kerosine 
oil, of which enormous stocks were imported during the latter 
part of the year 1892, in order to avoid the iacreased Customs 
duties which became leviable from the beginning of 1893, is the 
other prominent cause which has contributed to a diminished 
Revenue. 


3. The increases and decreases in Revenue under the various 
sub-heads are explained in detail in the volume. 


Expenditure. 


4, Thetotal increase of Expenditure as compared with 1892 
was Rs. 513,641. A full expianation of the various instances of 
increase and decrease under the different heads of expenditure will 
be found in the Blue Book. 


5. The increase in the expenditure is due to a considerable 
extension of the Railway system; larger expenditure on Public 
Wroks up-keep, &c. ; the liberal Government contribution towards 
the representation of the Colony at the Chicago Exhibition, which 
is universally recognized as having been worthy of the Colony, and 
certainly attracted great attention, even in that colossal World’s 
Fair; and very considerably to the depreciation in the value of 
the rupee. 


cr 
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ASSETS AND LIABILITIES. 


6. The following table, showing the assets and liabilities of the Go- 
vernment on January 1, 1894, as ; compared with January 1, 1893 : 


Assets. Liabilities. 


bs 


1893. 1894. | 1893. 1894. 


Rs. c. | Rs. Rs. « 
12,051,812 38 13,932,353 4st 10,387,316 28 
1,215,683 18+ 1,664,496 10+ 


15,152,036 66 12,051,812 38 


Rs. c. 
15,152,036 66* | 


reveals the financial condition of the Calery as being sound as the 
demand for Ceylon stock also testifies. 


Pusuic Dest. 
The sterling debt of the Colony raised in London amounted 
on one 31st December 1893, to 2,585,069/. 19s. 5d. as against 
2,603,614/. on the same day in the ‘preceding year. 
8. The debt of the Colony raised in silver in paeath 
amounted to Rs. 2,323,371.68 as compared with Rs. 1,325,856, on. 
the same date in 1892. 


CusTOMS AND SHIPPING. 


9. The total value of the trade of the Colony for the year 1893 
was Rs. 146,536,029 as against Rs. 132,959,421, in 1892, thus :— 


Ret | 1892. | 1893. 
Rs. ¢. Rs. «. 
Imports - - - - - | 70,687,496 89 | 72,340,662 28 
Exports - - - - - | 62,271,924 47 | 74,195,367 54t 
Total . - - | 132,959,421 36 | 146,536,029 32 


Or deducting specie :— 


— | 1892. | 1892. 
Rs. cs Re, c. 
Imports <: - - - -| 62,761,949 63 | 65,977,293 8 
Exports - ’ - - -| 61,095,885 id 73,260,598 1 


Total - 
{ 


- | 123,857,835 10 “10 | 139,237, 891 4 


* The figures for 1893, as published in the Blue Book, were incorrect. The vevined 


figures are here given. 
+ Balance of Assets over Liabilities. 


t The value of coal (Rs.4,217,591°70) re-exported to steamers in 1893 is entered 


fur the first time. 
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10. The gross Customs Revenue for 1893 was Rs. 4,498,912°10, 


which, compared with 1892, shows a decrease, the cause of which: 
has been already explained. 


11. The principal imports and exports compare with those of 
1892 as follows :— 


Imports. 
——— 1892. 1893. 
Rice - - - bushels 7,282,411 7,447,376 
Cotton goods) - . Rs. 5,473,758 4,882,910 
Malt liquor, wines, &c. - a 1,950,373 1,392,555 
Metals and metalware - rr 1,997,075 1,972,629 
Coal and coke - - tons 312,757 291,901 
Specie - - - Rs. 7,925,547 6,363,369 
Machinery - - ', 953,938 679,074 


ee 


ee ee ee 


—_——_ 


Coffee - 
Cinchona 
Tea - 
Cacao - 


Cardamomeg 


Cocoanut products :— 


Cocoanuts 


Coir stufts 


Cocoanut oil 


Copperak 

Arrack 
Cinnamon 
(itronella oil 
Plumbago 
Tobacco 


Malt liquor 


a 


- 


Exports. 

| 1892. 1893. 
43,388 55,423 
6,846,741 3,440,715 
72,279,985 82,269,353 
119,177 29,776 
247,706 | 411,834 
11,438,718 10,908,940 

and bags 640 

159,989 159,959 
564,550 388,606 
169,073 87,220 
88,874 94,672 
2,642,449 2,741,082 
12,825,240 12,470,192 


430,667 
50,701 


1,789 


332,169 
39,942 


1,089 
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12. The decreased import of intoxicants and the increased export 
of coffee und tea should be satisfactory to the advocates of 
temperance. ‘The decrease in the export of plumbago, due to a 
falling market, though unsatisfactory to the producers, is a sign of 
peace, the Ceylon mineral being largely used for the manufacture 
of crucibles for military purposes. | 


SHIPPING. 


13. The shipping returns for the island show an _ increase 
in tonnage :-— 


1892. | 


1893. 

Pet i x No. Tons. No. | male se 
ee - 3,760 2,924,864 8,675 3,102,81 = 
Cleared - - 3,734 2,865,842 3,631 3,049,582 

Total - ane 5,790,706 7,306 6,152,393 


CoLtomspo Harsour. 


14, The expenditure for the year amounted to Rs. 250,525.62, 
and the total expenditure from the commencement of the work 


to Rs. 9,758,632.87. 


15. The following is the statemeut of the revenue and expendi- 
ture on account of the harbour for 1893 -— 


EXPENDITURE. REVENUE. 
Cc. Rs., C. 
Interest : Public Works Loan Com- Colombo Harbour dues - - 674,226 380 
missioners o — = 105,000 68 Pilotage - - - - 46,180 
Interest on debentures sf - 318,114 95 | Rent of reclamation ground - 18,447 41 
Single warehouse rent - - 156,281 36 
incidental to management, : 

OT hitie Re, Port of Colombo - 269,322 44 Rent of wharf and warehouse 
Balance at credit + 218,643 75 Company’s warehouses - - 5,695 34 
Sundries’ - - - 2,653 37 

Rent of Syndicate Boat Com- 
pany’s Office - - - -s 500 4 

Surplus overtime fees credited - 
to Harbour Fund - a bois 2,100 0 

901,081 82 901,081 82 


incipal paid off— . Re. . Cs = 
Tories Works Loan Commissioners 117,230 9 
Sinking fund - - - 74,399 95 
191,680 4 

nnn EE Sa SanSnEEENNEEE REE 
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16. The usual series of observations made over the Breakwater 
after the south-west monsoon showed that the condition of the 
work still remains eminently satisfactory. No displacement of 
any kind or undue settlement has to be recorded. 


17. The depth of the harbour has been maintained. Soundings 
taken over the harbour, with a view to determine what change 
is taking place, show the complete absence of silting action. 


Pusiic Works. 
18. The expenditure of the Public Works Department for 1893 
amounted to Rs. 4,347,765.49, as compared with Rs. 4,028,602.67 
in 1892. 


19, The expenditure may be thus classified :— 


Rs. ¢. 
Establishment - - - - - 340,778 74 
Departmental and miscellaneous charges 337,490 56 
Upkeep of existing roads, bridges, canals, 
and irrigation works ~ ~ - 1,313,855 54 
Repairs to existing buildings - - 249,037 96 
New works and buildings = - - - 474,949 83 
Alterations and additions to buildings - 130,675 69 
New roads and improvements of roads and 
canals - - - ~ - - 722,628 60 
New bridges - - - - - 369,358 10 
New irrigation works - - - 367,070 24 
Lands acquired - : - - 42,529 23 
Total - 4,347,765 49 


20, 3,412°24 miles of roads were maintained in 1893 in good 
order, aud the public buildings and works of the Colony were 
kept in satisfactory order. 


21, The Colombo foreshore reclamation has been finished 2s 
far as the Pettah, and the arrival of the Engineers and staff for 
the construction of the Northern Arm of the Breakwater is 
awaited ; the large Kelani bridge has progressed, as has the 
General Post Office, Colombo; the new roads in the province of 
Uva have been considerably advanced ; the Dehiwala flood-outlets 
and the Deduru-oya irrigation works in the North-Western 
Province have been pushed forward towards completion. 


SuRVEY DEPARTMENT. 


22. ‘The expenditure of the Department in 1893 amounted to 
Rs. 413,118.86, as compared with Rs. 450,937.75 in 1892. 
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23. The total revenue from land sales was Rs. 292,528, or a 
decrease of Rs. 135,119 over the revenue of 1892, owing to fewer 
lands being sold, chiefly owing to a wise restriction against the 
alienation of heavily timbered land which it is desirable to reserve 
in the interest of the Forest Department. 


24, The area of land alienated by the Crown during 1893 was 
12,1584 acres. Of these 3,0054 acres were sold to Europeans at an 
average rate of Rs. 28.19, a decrease of Rs. 3.71 on the 1892 
rate. 9,153 acres were purchased by natives at the rate of 
Rs. 27.42 per acre, an increase of Rs, 4.68 per acre on the rates 
obtained in 1892. 

The cultivation of the cocoanut palm, which was almost entirely 
in native hands, has been vigorously taken up by English capital- 
ists, and will prove a valuable stand-by in case of the possible 
failure of tea. 


25. The work of the Department was, as usual, of a very varied 
character. It included irrigation, forest, cadastral, village and 
province boundary, fuel reserve boundary, archeological, railway 
boundary, road and river, and miscellaneous, surveys. Officers of 
the department were also employed under the Chief Resident 
Engineer, Railway Extensions, in tracing the line of railway 
extension to Jaffna and Matara. 


ForEst DEPARTMENT. 


26. In settlement, extension, and improvement of forests, 
useful work was done during the year. Considerable areas 
2 id oF if at . 
situated in the North-Western and Sabaragamuwa Provinces 
were reserved. 


27. The value of sales of timber and other produce during the 
year amounted to Rs. 361,051. 


28. Of these Rs. 361,051, Rs. 171,959 were from sales to 
Public Departments and Rs. 189,092 from sales to private 
purchasers. The sales of timber were chiefly of timber in log 
and sawn for public works and private purchasers, ebony and 
satin for the English and China markets (ebony being largely 
used in China in the manufacture of “chop-sticks”), sleepers for 
the Railway Extension Department, &c. Free grants, chiefly for 
the Chicago Exhibition, amounting in value to over Rs. 15,000, 
were made during the year. Firewood was supplied to the 
Railway Department, but the sales of private firewood to the 
Railway were no longer made through the Department, hence the 
great decrease in value of firewood sold, and small amounts were 
sold in Jaffna, Trincomalee, Galle, &c. | 


29. The revenue credited in the Treasury amounted to 
Rs. 365,758, against an expenditure of Rs, 404,756, but the 
whole value ot timber sold was not recovered within the 
year. * 
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RaILwayYs. 


30. ‘he receipts in 1893 amounted to Rs. 4,985,848 as 
compared with Rs, 4,695,774 in 1892, thus showing an increase of 
Rs. 290,074. 

The expenditure, including new works, rolling stock, and loss 
on exchange was Rs. 2,865,434, as compared with Re. 2,287,275 
during 1892. 

The net profit was thus Rs. 2,120,414, or 4°5 per cent. on the 
capital cost of construction. * 

31. The mileage of railway open for traffic in 1893 was 
2314, or 40 miles over 1892. The average cost of construction 
per mile has been Rs. 201,009. The extensions towards Galle 
and Bandérawela and from Polgahawela to Kurunégala were 
proceeded with during the year. 


Post OFFICE. 


32. The receipts of the Post Office are calculated at Rs. 605,089 ; 
but a considerable deduction has actually to be made on account 
of 5-cent postage stamps used for receipts, 


33. The actual expenditure on the same accounts was 
Rs, 650,999.85. 

Credit, however, should be given to the Department for the 
Government letters, which are carried free, and for other 
expenditure on account of mail coaches, which is incurred rather 
in the interests of improved communication between distant 
stations than for the use of the Department. 

34. The deposits in the Post Office Savings Bank rose from 
Rs. 502,476.53 at the end of 1892 to Rs. 606,417.92 at the end 
ot 1893, an indication of general prosperity and of a growing habit 
of thrift among the natives. The number of Savings Bank Offices 
at the end of the year was 132. 


35. The number of Post and Telegraph Offices open is 260. 


LEGISLATION. 


36. There was little legislation of interest during the year. 
The most important laws passed were :— 

(1.) The Rabies Ordinance ; 

(2.) The Pawnbrokers’ Ordinance ; 

(3.) The Butchers’ Ordinance ; 

(4.) The Knives Ordinance, relating to the wearing and 
carrying of knives. 


* Including amounts expended on additional accommodation and improvements 
to end of December, 1892; and expenditure on Galle extension, although only open 
to Ambalangoda; and the cost of the Haputalé extension, which was only open for 
64 months. 
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ViTaL STATISTICS. 


37. The annexed table shows the proportion of births and deaths 
per thousand of the population for the six years 1888 to 1893 :-— 


eT Ee 
ees 1888. | 1889. | 1890. | 1891. | 1892. , 1893. 
: | 
Births to 1,000 persons 
living - -| 81°8 | 27-7 | 31-9 | sis | 29-8 | 30-8 
* Deaths to 1,000 persons 
living - - 26°4 28°5 23°0 28°5 27°2 | wo") 


Re) eee oso edict 


38. In 1893 the births exceeded the deaths by 5,378, as 
compared with an excess of 8,296, in 1892. 


INDIAN IMMIGRANTS. 


39. The arrivals of immigrant coolies amounted to 91,676, 
and the departures to 73,181, being an excess of arrivals of 18,495, 
as against an excess in 1892 of 48,856, which was the greatest 
increase since the Indian famine years 1876-77. 


Pusriic HEALTH. 


40. The general health of the people has been more satis- 


factory than during the past five years as regards infectious 
diseases. 


41. There were 11 cases of cholera reported during 1893, of 


which 9 proved fatal, as against 1,712 cases, with 1,100 deaths 
in 1892. 

42. There was a considerable decrease in mortality from small- 
pox; 140 cases with 26 deaths, as against 345 cases and 56 
deaths in the previous year. 

43. The following table shows the total number of persons 
vaccinated in 1892 and 1893 :— 


1892 - - - - - 139,179 
1893 - - - : - 131,486 


44. The subjoined table gives the comparative number of 


hospitals and dispensaries open in 1892 and 1893 :— 


Ser | 1892, =| 1893, 
Civil Hospitals, including Field or Parangi 35 37 
Hospitals. 
Medical Aid Hospitals - - - ll 13 
Immigrant Hospitals - - : - 7 V7 
Dispensaries (Civil and District) - - 190 : 200 
Lying-in Hospital = - - - - 1 ] 


Asylums - - - - - 2. 2 
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The death-rate of the total sick population in all the hospitals 
and asylums in 1893 was ‘50 per cent. higher than in 1892. 


45. The expenditure of the Medical Department amounted to 
Rs. 980,440.52, as against Rs. 857,714.99 in 1892. Deducting 
the receipts from paying patients, collections at outdoor dispen- 
saries, and sale of medicines, the net expenditure was Rs. 884,042.11, 
as against Rs, 779,068.38 in 1892. 


Bs The cost of working the Medical Aid Ordinance appears as ; 
under ;— 


Rs. ¢. 

Total cost in 1893 - - = 807,575) 92 
Receipts from estates - - 104,243 3 
Export duty - - - 83,576 55 
Deficit - - - 119,756 34 
Total - 307,575 92 


The deficit in 1892 was Rs, 89,642.64. 


CRIMINAL STATISTICS. 


47, The following table shows the number ‘of cases instituted 
and of persons charged and persons convicted before Police 


Magistrates during 1892 and 1893 :— 


= Cases Persons Persons 
instituted. charged. convicted. 

1892 - - ‘ = 51,655 95,452 19,705 

1893: = - - = 51,773 94,550 20,442 


48. The following table shows the number of persons convicted 
and acquitted in the Supreme and District Courts for the same 


period :— 


District Courts. Supreme Court. 


Convictions. Acquittals. Convictions. Acquittals. 
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49. The results of the trials for murder and culpable homicide 
not amounting to murder were as follows :— 


“ auvher of Number of 
umber Pobeane Persons Number of | Number of 
be of Persons Sonvinted ot convicted Persons Persons 
tried, Murder of culpable | acquitted. executed. 
Homicide. 
1892 - 120 61 7 52 16 
1893 - 97 24 38 35 Il 


50. The convictions in the Supreme Court are slightly above, 
those in the District Court considerably below, and those in the 
Police Courts very greatly below, the average of the six years. 


51. The convictions under the heads murder and culpable 
homicide are still regrettably high. 


PRISONS. 


52. The transfer system has been extended and improved, and 
is now worked with ease and regularity. The following are the 
only jails where local convictions sentenced to over a month 
are kept:—The Convict establishment, Kandy, Ratnapura, 
Kurunégala, and Anuradhapura. 


Prisoners sentenced to three months and under are retained 
at Ratnapura on account of the difficulty of transfer. At 
Kurunégala the prisoners are retained entirely on the ground of 
health, the Medical Officers being of opinion that Kurunegala men 
cannot be kept in health in Colombo. At Anurddhapura, the 
local convictions being extremely small, it is not worth while to 
transfer men sentenced to under six months. Jaffna transfers 
local convictions to Colombo, but receives from Colombo habitual 
thieves in their penal stage. 


53. The total number of admissions for 1893 shows a diminution 
of 901 when compared with those for 1892. This, however, is 
entirely due to the decrease in road defaulters, Excluding roa 
defaulters there is a slight increase of 157 in admissions. From 
this it may be gathered that though the progress made in 1891 
and 1892 has been maintained, there has been no further 
advantage, 


The daily average shows a diminution of 118, which, though 
not so large as in previous years, is on the whole satisfactory. We 
must go back to 1884 to find a lower number of admissions, 
and to 1881 to find a lower daily average. It is also gratifying 
to note that the number of men hanged continues to decrease; the 
figures for 1893 are the lowest since 1885. 
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54, The expenditure for the years 1892 and 1893 was as 
under ~ - 


Rs, 
1892 - - - - - 482,585 
1893 ‘ : ) : - 464,653 


55. The health of the prisoners in the island was on the whole 
satisfactory, with the single but important exception of Welikada. 
The health of the prisoners in Welikada during 1893 was 
unquestionably bad. The cause of this has not yet been discovered. 
During 1893 an addition was made to the diets of the penal stage 
prisoners in Welikada, and days spent on light labour were counted 
as half-days spent in penal stage for class. In the Convict 
establishment the sick-rate of 1893 was equai to a daily average 
of 116 sick out of every thousand of the total daily average, while 
that of 1892 was only 62. The death-rate of 1893 was equal to 
63 per thousand of the daily averagé, while that of 1892 was 
only 46. 

In Kandy, where the treatment resembled that in Colombo in 
every respect, except that no extras were given, the sick-rate in 
1893 amounted to a daily average of 59 per thousand of the total 
daily average, while the death-rate amounted to 59 per thousand. 
In 1892 the death-rate in Kandy amounted to 10) per thousand. 

The daily sick per thousand of the total daily average strength 
in the Island was 59°81 in 1892 and 92.29 in 1893. ‘The death- 
rate per thousand for the Island was 54 in 1892 and 56 in 1893. 


56. There can be no doubt that the standard of discipline has 
been very much raised within the last two years, while the position 
of the guards has at the same time been materially improved. 


EDUCATION. 


57. During the year under review there was a decrease of 
1,211 scholars in schools reporting to the Instruction Department, 
the total number in 1893 being 157,247, as against 158,458 in 
1892. 

58. The proportion which the number of children attending 
school bears to the population of the several provinces for 1892 
and 1893 is shown in the following table :— 


—<— 


Province. 1892. 1893. 
Ne boy Bien Wns te Fae ae a re | 

Western - - - - - lin ll lin 12 
Central = - - - - 1 in 29 1 in 30 
Northern - . a - - 1 in 12 1 in 12 
Southern = - - - - 1 in 22 1 in 21 
Eastern - - = - 1 in 19  1lmi8s 
North-Western - - - - 1 in 33 1 in 34 
North Central - - - - lin 48 1 in 47 
Uva - - - - - - 1 in 56 1 in 54 
- - - - 1 in 41 1 in 41 


Sabaragamuwa 
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59, The annexed tables give the comparative returns of attend- 
ance in Government, grant-in-aid, unaided, and Pansala schools 
for 1892 and 1893, together with the average attendance and 
average cost to Government of the scholars in Government and 
aided schools :— 


No. of 
Schools in Attended by 

Boys | Boys | Girls | Girls | Total | Total 
1892. | 1893. | i i : : C : 


in in in in in in 
1892. | 1893, | 1892. | 1898. | 1892. | 1893. 
a Oe AO ee 


Government schools -/ 453] 456 | 36,080 | 35,443} 6,110 6,237 | 42,190 | 41,680 
Grant-in-aid schools - | 1,024 1,005 | 57,183 | 55,804 | 25,504 | 25,794 | 82,637 | 81,598 
Unaided private schools -| 692 | 687 | 21,154 | 20,785 | 5,599 | 6,585 | 26,753 | 27,320 
Pansala schools - -| 1,703] 1,728 | 6878! 6,649 _ = 6,878 | 6,649 

Total - j -| 8,872 | 3,876 | 121,245 | 118,681 | 37,213 | 38,566 | 158,458 | 157,247 


| Average Number 


Average Cost to Govern- Average Cost to Government 
of oo per ment per Boy per Girl 
In 1892, | In 1893. In 1892. In 1893. In 1892, In 1893. 
Rs. c. Rs, c. Rs. c. Rs. c. 
Government 93 91 4 47 4 90 3 45 3 62 
schools. 
Grant-in-aid 80 81 2 68 ,2 85 Not distinguished] Boys and girls 
schools. per scholar | per scholar 
Unaided pri- 38 40 _ _— _ — 
vate schls. 
Pansala 4 4 _ - -_ = 
schools. 


60. The technical school, which was established towards the 
middle of the year, bids fair to become a prosperous institution, and 
will, it is hoped, afford to natives and Eurasians a practical 
knowledge of handicrafts and foster a growing tendency on their 
part to forsake the beaten paths which lead to the overstocked 
professions of law and medicine and the congested clerical service. 
The school roll consists of 67 names, and the students attend with 
praiseworthy regularity. 

61. The expenditure on education during 1893 was 
Rs. 582,461.27, as compared with Rs. 525,839.19, in 1892. 


(Signed) E. Nort Waker, 
Colonial Secretary’s Office, Colonial Secretary. 
Colombo, November 16, 1894. 
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Colonial! Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained for a few 
pence from the sources indicated on the title page :— 


ANNUAL. 

No. Colony. Year. 
eS Sard) 3k lien reese eo, a! See 
86 | St. Lucia - - * : 3 1892 

87 | Falkland Islands - . 2 * > 3 
88 Gold Coast - « ¥ a“ y ni 

89 | Basutoland - - - - - | 1892-93 

90 | Ceylon - - . - - ~| 1892 

91 Zululand - . - ~ i * * 

92 | Mauritius -- - . e re - bs 

93 Labuan - . z we “s 2 : 

94 | British Honduras - - - - s i 

95 Lagos - 2 - - - ~ . 

96 Sierra Leone - - - . . es 

97 | Fiji - - . < - m a 

98 | Rodrigues - - - : - “ ms 

99 | St. Helena - é . a ai - 
100 | British Bechuanaland - - ~ - | 1892-93 
101 British Guiana - ~ rs é “ i 
102 | Newfoundland’ - = - - 1892 
103 | Jamaica - - - - - - | 1892-93 
H Victoria . - . . _ 1892 
105 | Bermuda - > - - : 1893: 
106 | Gambia - - - a 2 . 3 
107 | Hong Kong w = ns 2 
108 | St. Vincent . - 4 “ < a4 
109 Gibraltar - - 5 . s be ce 
110 Bahamas - ° a - ba < x 
111 | Turks and Caicos Islands - - - ie 
112 | Leeward Islands - - - a 4 
113 | Barbados - . * a a a 
114 | Malta ° he » - “s a | # 
115 | Zululand - a - s - = Ds 
116 | British Honduras - - - > A oS 
117 | Trinidad and Tobago - - - - 4 


ee rn 


MISCELLANEOUS. | 
No. Colony. Sabject. 
a 
1 | Gold Coast - - | Economic Agriculture. 
2 | Zululand - - - | Forests, 


3 | Sierra Leone - - | Geology and Botany. 


———aa ee enn emma 
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FALKLAND ISLANDS. 


(For Report for 1892, see Colonial Report [Annual] No. 87.) 


Acting Governor THompson to the Marquess or Ripon. 


Government House, Stanley, 
My Lorp MARQuEss, August 9, 1894. 
I wave the honour to forward two copies of the Blue 
Book of this Colony for the year 1893, together with a report by 
the Acting Colonial Secretary thereon. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) ‘T. A. THompson, 
Administrator. 


Report on the BLuuE Book, 1893. 
Revenue and Expenditure. 


The Revenue of the year (exclusive of Land Sales) amounted 
to 11,4502. the Expenditure to 11,3887. 

Compared with the previous year, 1892, the Revenue showed 
a decrease of 35/., and the Expenditure an increase of 44110. 

The “Land Sales Account” on the 3lst December 1893 
showed that 11,929. were invested, while the “Surplus Fund 
Account” on the same date amounted to 1,982/. 

Neither of these funds is included in the above-mentioned 
amount returned as Revenue. Towards the total Revenue 
received, the following figures show the contributions from the 


various sources :— 
From Customs, Port, Harbour and Tonnage £ 


Dues : : : : - 8,825 
From Licences, and Internal Revenue - - 427 
From Fees of Court and offices - w . 546 
From Post Office - - = ~ . 608 
From Rents of Crown Lands - ¢ - 4,008 
From Interest on Investments - ~ - 1,365 
From Miscellaneous - 3 - ail $68 


I 83809. Wt. 20348. 
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Out of a total expenditure of 11,3882, the following figures 
represent the approximate expenditure on the several principal. 
services :— 


On Pensions - - - - - 356 
On Police - - - - - 629 
On Prisons’ - - - “ “ 88 
On Education - “ - - - 427 
On Ecclesiastical - - - ~ 467 
On Post Office - ~ - - 2,278 
On Public Works ~ - “ - 2,075 
On Interest on deposits in Savings Bank - 635 
Civil Establishment and other miscellaneous 
expenditure exclusive of the above - - 4,440 


The Return (Appendix A.) gives a statement of the comparative 
Revenue and Expenditure, and other information for the past ten 
years. 


Customs, Trade, and Shipping. 


The Revenue of the Customs Department for the twelve 
months ended 31st December 1893 amounted to 3,6491., as 
compared with 2,945/, the receipts of the preceding twelve months, 
or an increase of 19°5 per ceat. This Revenue is almost wholly 
derived from duties on spirits, malt liquor, wines and tobacco. 


Imports and Exports. 


The total values of Imports and Exports (exclusive of specie) 
for the twelve months were as follows :— 


x 
Imports - - - . - 41,126 
Exports ~- * - - -~ 134,872 
Total - ~ - £205,998 


The recorded Imports and Exports of specie for the same 
period were :— 


Innports 1,425/,, Exports 302 There is every reason, however, 
to nelieve that the Exports were very much larger. 
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The following statement will show the direction of the Import F4-¥+4%» 


ioe . ° 3 JsLanbs. 
and Export Trade (exclusive of specie) of these Islands in 1893 :— 1893 
Imports. Exports. 
Countries. : Percentage Percentage 
~ Value in ft ‘i Value in f tot ‘s 
Sterling. “iB ie Sterling. hie is 
Import. Export. 
£ £ 
Dnited Kingdom - 64,571 90°78 130,319 96°62 
Germany - - 700 98 _ _ 
Chili - 2 = 8,748 5°27 3,103 2°30 
Uruguay - - 1,939 2°73 — _ 
Argentina (Patagonia) - 168 *24 1,450 1°08 
Total - 71,126 100 134,872 100 


The return of exports is the most favourable on record. The 
total value (exclusive of specie) shows an increase as compared 
with 1892 of 6°35 per cent. 

This increase is a strong testimony to the favourable character 
of the past year, the wool clip, the principal export, yielding 
3,885,194 lbs. as against 3,065,761 lbs. in 1892. The whole of 
the above amount was exported to Great Britain. 

The exports of the secondary products of the farms, such as 
tallow, sheep skins, hides, and frozen mutton, show, however, a 
slight decline. 

The total value of goods imported shows an increase of 988i. 
over that of 1892. A marked feature in the import trade has 
been the increase by 704/. in the value of dutiable goods over that 
imported during the preceding twelve months. 


Shipping. 


Compared with 1892, the number of vessels engaged in the 
trade of these islands show a decrease of 18 vessels and 29,574 
tons. 

The following return shows the number of steam and sailing 
vessels entered and cleared during the year :— 


| Steam. Sailing. Total. 


Tons. No. Tons. 


Cleared - 18 21,065 19 7,226 


Entered - - 18 21,065 24 10,398 42 31,463 
37 28,291 
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Public Works. 


The roads and drains have oeen kept in order. Works of 
utility are, however, necessarily limited, in the absence of any 
municipal rate, whatever little is done being met from the one 
item on the estimates for works and buildings. Yet, whenever 
jabour was at command, opportunities have not been lost during 
the year to make improvements unattended with expense. 


Legislation, 


Of the ten Laws passed, the following may be noticed :— 

“ An Ordinance for the establishment of a volunteer force ris 
and, 

« An Ordinance to provide for the better protection of property 
in Stanley against injury from the trespassing of animals 
within the town. ” 


The title of the first above-mentioned law sufficiently indicates 
the intention of the Law. The organisation of the Corps has 
been accomplished. Its general condition will be referred to 
jater on in this Report. 

The object of the second law is to prevent the straying of 
animals in the town of Stanley. It provides for the impounding 
of any animals so wandering and sets apart a place where all 
persons so desiring may, by obtaining a licence at a nominal sum, 
depasture their horses, &c. 


Education. 


On ihe 31st December, 1893, there were five schools in 
operation in Stanley. The schools were fairly well attended and 
the instruction good. 

Two of the above schools, the Reverend E. C. Murphy’s Baptist 
school and Miss Prior’s school, were conducted without 
Government aid. 

The number of children enrolled at the end of the year at the 
Government schools was 117. 

The opening of the private schools is doubtless mostly the 
cause of the falling off in the attendance at the Government 
schools. Besides this, very young lads can readily find other 
work in Stanley as outdoor labourers at the current rates of 
wages. Immediately the compulsory system admits, they leave 
school with a knowledge of nothing more than the rudiments 
of education. Unfortunately, the class of employments in the 
Colony for which educational attainments are required is 
extremely limited. It is, therefore, unlikely that the standard of 
education will be much raised until some change takes place in 
the circumstances of the Colony. It is gratifying to learn that 
some provision, by means of “ travelling schoolmasters,” is being 
made by the Falkland Islands Company for the education of the 
children of the settlers and shepherds in their “Camp.” It has 
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always been difficult to meet this scholastic want, owing to the 
settlements being so scattered, many iniles apart. 


Ecclesiastical. 


The clergy of the several denominations regularly visited the 
“ Camp” and outlying islands throughout the year. 


Medical. 


The public health during the year has been remarkable for the 
entire absence of any disease, and the inhabitants of the Colony 
generally have been free from even the commonest ailments. 

There were only 18 deaths within the year from natural causes 
in a population amounting approximately to 1,800. 


Post Office. 


The greater part of the Revenue (605/.) under this head wag 
collected from stamps, &c. sold (502/.) to collectors and others, 

The estimated amount of correspondence passing through the 
one Post Office during the year was 230,000. During the year, 
the total number of parcels dealt with was 814. 

The practice of registration continues extensively, the number 
of registered letters, &c., received and despatched, being 1,403. 

Money Orders to the value of 5,317/. were issued. The value 
of orders paid amounted to 3477. 

The local mails continue to be conveyed to, and brought from, 
the West Falklands and the North of the East Falklands once a 
month by one of the local trading schooners, and the steam 
communication with the world was carried on regularly every 
month by the “ Kosmos” line of steamers. 


Savings Bank. 


The following is a statement of the transactions of the Bank 
since its establishment on 1st April 1888 to 30th September 1893, 
the end of the Savings Bank year :— 
eee naeeas ture) no huey 257A CEB! 57 RECALLS sok lee leet SSE ae 
Namber Number | Amount of 


of with. | 2¢Posits with | Amount of 
deposits. | drawals. pode: withdrawals, 
nterest. 


—_—). 
; 2 s.d. £ a ad. 


Accounts} Accounts 


Year. opened. | closed. 


1 April 1888, to 30 Sept. 
1888 - : . 


oo 60 _ 4,201 1 5 — 
3888-89 - . : 67 7 150 87 13,809 8 8 | 2871 5 10 
1889-90 - . : 56 21 188 93 8,972 3 4 | 630019 5 
1890-91 - Je : 70 30 256 182 3577 2 2 4,760 1 6 
1891-92 - : : 62 37 291 108 8668 5 9 | 5,955 9 2 
1898-93 - F - 60 32 250 112 11,923 1 4 | 6,790 3 5 


347 127 | *1,195 527 | 56,151 6 8 | 2607719 4 
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The result of theestablishment of the Bank, therefore, showed 220 
depositors, with a balance of 30,073/., or an average of over 1361. 
standing to the credit of each account. Computing the population 
of the Colony at 1,800, the average savings per head is 16/. 14s. 


Volunteer Force. 


This force, raised by Governor Sir R. T. Goldsworthy in 1892, 
was organised and established by law during the year. 

The strength of the corps was 101 officers, non-commissioned 
officers, and men, and, with the assistance of a competent instructor 
it has attained a high state of efficiency. 

The Imperial Government have furthered the movement by the 
free gift of ammunition, two nine-pounder R.M.L. guns, equipments 
and accoutrements. 

The corps is also supported by capitation grants by this 
Government in respect of efficients and by voluntary contributions, 
and has every prospect of success. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 
General Condition of the Colonists, 


Although some depression of trade existed in Stanley, owing to 
the decrease in the number of vessels calling here for repairs and 
the absence of Her Majesty’s ships of war in the Brazils during 
the late revolution, the prosperity now diffused throughout the 
Islands continued, 


Population, 


There is amongst the colonists a general amenability to law and 
order creditable to all classes of the community. Twenty-five 
persons only were summarily convicted in the Police Magistrate’s 
Court, of whom five were merchant seamen charged with refusing 
to work on board their vessels while in harbour. 

The two cases sent to the Supreme Court were for breaches of 
Revenue Laws, while the other cases were principally cases of 
drunkenness. 


The Colony as a Field for Immigrants. 


The resources of the Colony do not offer a fair opening even for 
a limited number of labourers, Artisans, especially ship-carpenters, 
find varied but not continualemployment. With the exception of 
meat (mutton 2d. per lb., beef 3d. per lb.) the expenses of the 
necessary articles of life may be taken as 50 per cent. higher thar 
those obtaining inthe United Kingdom. Provisions and wearing 
apparel being thus costly, compel the labourer to work continuously 
and at the same time keep him clear of idleness. 
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Single men do not, however, settle here. They are attracted with 
their few pounds of savings to Patagonia, where a shepherd’s life 
and surroundings are more enjoyable. As in all pastoral countries, 
the population of these islands must necessarily be sparse until 
some trade is developed. Undoubtedly, the Falkland Islander 
earns higher wages than in most countries. He does not, however, 
confine himself to one branch of labour. He suits his occupation 
to the exigencies of the moment. 


Sheep farming. 


The prosperity of the islands is wholly dependent on the use of 
the vast tracts of pasture land for sheep. With the aid which 
nature affords, with no fear of drought, with no rank vegetation, 
but, on the contrary, succulent grasses, with an equable temperature 
throughout the year, these Islands have proved to be peculiarly 
well adapted for sheep. 

The pastoral prospects continue to be of a cheering character. 
The increase of flocks, the introduction of late years of machinery 
for boiling down sheep, of machinery for shearing, the use of dip, 
the more careful shepherding and judicious breeding have secured 
a superior quality of produce and larger profits to the producer. 

Sheep continue to be exported to Chili and Patagonia, for the 
purpose of stocking the north of the straits of Magellan, where 
concessions of Jand have been obtained from the Chilian and 
Argentine Governments by some of the lessees of the Crawn Lands 
of this Colony. 

The prices realized by the exports of wool have not yet been 
received in the Colony, but the amounts set down in the Blue Book 
may he regarded as a tolerably accurate estimate. 

All the land is taken up. 

The flocks now number over 770,000. The total acreage 
leased is 3,414,166 while the freeholds amount to 758,103 
acres. 

The twenty-one vears’ leases under the Ordinance of 1871 
having elapsed in the majority of cases, ou the representation of 
certain residents in the islands, who have expressed themselves 
desirous of obtaining land, certain blocks varying from 7,000 to 
12,000 acres will shortly be in the market for sale. 


INDUSTRIES. 


Sealing—Penguins. 


Turning from pastoral to other occupations, those worthy of 
uotice are the sealing and penguin industries. 

The sealing industry has been for years past in a languishing 
condition, owing to the indiscriminate slaughter of the seals, the 
pups being left to starve ; while the trade with France in penguin 
oil bas never returned with the peace that followed the war of 
1870, It is pleasing, however, to be able to report a slight 
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revival of both of these industries during the past year.” With such 
protection as the Government is able to afford to the rookeries, it 
is hoped that these animals, by being left unmolested will in time 
recuperate, though there can be but little prospect of any increase 
ef importance taking place in these industries for some years to 
come. 


Shipping. 


The great falling off in the number of vessels which arrived 
here during the year may be accounted for by various reasons :— 

To the depression of trade that prevailed in the United 
Kingdom and the consequent fewer number of ships rounding 
Cape Horn ; 

To the effect of the legislation in the United Kingdom of past 
years having for its object the diminution of the dangers attaching 
to the mercantile marine service, worn out vessels no longer 
attempting to round the Horn. Those vessels that made for this 
port for refuge were well found ; 

To the want of telegraphic communication with the world, 
throwing much responsibility upon the master before he can receive 
instructions from his owners and thus forcing him to beat up at 
all hazards to Monte Video, where he also finds a dry dock and 
the more necessary facilities for repairs. It is feared that there is 
no immediate prospect of the latter being supplied here by local 
enterprise ; indeed, it is this want—this want of enterprise, 
combined with enhanced prices for any repairs executed, that 
perhaps to a greater extent than all the reasons above enumerated 
have driven ships requiring repairs to resort to other ports rather 
than be detained at Port Stanley. 

Four British and two Norwegian steam whalers entered in 
ballast and cleared after filling up with sealskins and oil in the 
Antarctic. 

(Signed)  CHarzes W. Hi11, 

Stanley, Falkland Islands, Acting Colonial Secretary. 

August 8, 1894, 


ee 


1 


APPENDIX A. 


aos 1884. 1885. 1886. | 1887. | 1888. | 1889. 1890. 1891. | 1892. | 1893. 
. £ £ & £ £ z z £ £ & 
Revenue : : ; 9,687 | 10,438 9,295 8,963 | 8,951 8,628 9,492 11,551 11,485 | 11,450 
Expenditure = - ‘4 . 7,807 | 7,598 7,950 9,128 | 8,818 9,720 9,389 |  13,902| 10,947] 11,888 
Custome Revenue =—- - 2,679 | 2,544 3,518 3,074 | 2,316 2,752 3,269 3,564 2,945 3,649 
Total tonnage of vessels entered Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons. — Tons. Tons. |* ‘Tons. Tons. Tons. 
and cleared = - - -| 64,507 | 56,187 59,762 | 86,366 | 54,960 60,284 | 60,358 | 87,226} 89,328 | 59,754 
Total tonnage of vessels entered 
and cleared, British - ~ 23,077 14,137 24,162 36,322 9,802 11,888 15,185 31,741 22,810 14,718 
Total tonnage of vessels entered 
and cleared, sailing - - 31,829 | 23,105 26,044 - 41,281 17,346 22,363 20,774 31,932 34,682 17,624 
£ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ : £ 
Value of imports - - 67,848 48,314 73,602 66,785 54,008 55,716 67,182 67,827 70,138 71,126 
Value of exports - - 101,338 97,846 108,946 107,995 88,743 116,102 116,005 130,752 126,312 154,872 
Value of exports to United 
Kingdom - - - 98,468 95,768 97,964 104,128 87,227 112,342 114,592 128,859 121,305 120,319 
Imports from United Kingdom - 60,962 39,887 66,696 58,407 48,865 49,789 61,842 63,128 62,555 64,571 
7 
me es 
a: 
e 4 o] 
“ 


"IYANNV—'SLUOdGY TVWINOTOS 


Il 


GSS 


556 


557 


COLONIAL REPORTS.—ANNUAL. 


No. 147. 


FALKLAND ISLANDS. 


ANNUAL REPORT FOR 1894. 


(For Report for 1893, see Colonial Report [Annual] No. 118.) 


LONDON: 
PRINTED FOR HER MAJESTY’S STATIONERY OFFICE, 
BY EYRE AND SPOTTISWOODE, 
PRINTERS TO THE QUEEN’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY. 


And to be purchased, either directly or through any Bookseller, fro:n 
KYRE anp SPOTTISWOODE, Hast HARDING STREET, FLEET STREET, W.C., and 
32, ABINGDON STREET, WESTMINSTER, 8.W.; er 
JOHN MENZIES & Co., 12, HANOVER STREET, EDINBURGH, and 
90, West NILE STREET, GLASGOW: or 
HODGES, FIGGIS, & Co., LIMITED, 104, GRAFTON STREET DUBLIN. 


1895. 


| { 1784 7-8. | 


558 


COLONIAL REPORTS. 


The following, among other, Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial 
Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained for 4 few pence from 
the sources indicated on the title page :— 


ANNUAL. 

No. Colony. Year 
113 | Barbados - . - = : | 1893 
114 | Malta - - . = : — a 
115 Zululand - - 3 s : : * 
116 | British Honduras - - - - ra 
117 | Trinidad and Tobago - . . “ vs 
118 | Falkland Islands’ - 3 2 . . A 
119 | Rodrigues - - - - ° ;: 
120 | Mauritius - - - = * . 7 
121 | Straits Settlements - - - - - a 
122 | Labuan ~ : ‘ 2 f 4 a 
123 | Basutoland - - P -_ - | 1893-4 
124 | St.Lucia - - 2 * -| 1893 
125 | St. Helena - we - = 2 = Fl 
126 | Ceylon - - S - es = 4, 
127 | Fiji- - - * z f e ‘ 
128 | Grenada - : . r ra rs Ri 
129 | Sierra Leone ~ Be : _ 
130 British Hechaanalada = - “ - | 1893-4 
131 | British New Guinea - - - - |1892-3 & 

1898-4 
132 | Lagos - - - - - | 1893. 
133 _| British Guiana - - - 7 - | 1893-4 
134 | Jamaica - 5 - a - & :. 
135 | Newfoundland - - - - -| 1893 
. 186 | Gold Coast - a - s ‘ é i 
137 | Zululand - = - : . -| 1894 
138 | Bermuda - - rs « = é. t 
y | 
140 | Barbados - - - « ~ . ? 


141 Turks and Caicos Islands - 
142 Malta = - 


139 Bahamas - - % fe % m 
143 (zambia - - - 
| 


144 | Windward Islands - : : , PR ea. 5 
145 | Trinidad and a - - é =| ‘ 
146 | Gibraltar - - wnt - - ¥ 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
No. Colony. Subject. 

1 | Gold Coast . - | Economie Agriculture 

2 | Zululand - - - | Forests. 

3 | Sierra Leone - - | Geology and Botany. 

4 | Canada - - - | Emigration. . 
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No. 147. 
FALKLAND ISLANDS. 


[For Report for 1893, see Colonial Report [Annual], No. 118.] 


Sir R. T. GotpswortuHy to the MarQuEss oF RIPon. 


Government House, Stanley, 
My Lorp, June 21, 1895. 

I wave the honour to forward, for your Lordship’s 
information, the “ Blue Book ” for the year 1894, with the report of 
Captain Halkett, Colonial Secretary, thereon. 

I have, &c. 
Rocer T. GoLtpsworruy, 
Governor. 


Report ON THE BLUE Boor, 1894. 


Taxes, Duties, Fees, and vther Sources of Revenue. 
The main Revenue is derived from the following sources :— 


Taxes, Customs duties, port dues, fees, licenses, and rents of 
3 uy > 


Crown lands. 

The principal Revenue is derived from Customs duties upon 
spirits and tobacco, and rents of Crown lands leased for shee 
farming purposes, which amount to nearly two-thirds of the 
entire receipts. 

A less, but still a very important, Revenue is obtained from the 
Post Office and from interest on capital invested, being proceeds of 
sale of Crown lands. 


Revenue and Expenditure. 


The Revenue for 1894, excluding land sales, exceeded that of the 
previous year by over 500/, made up chiefly from increased receipts 
in the Post Office and of interest on capital invested on account 
of the land sales and Savings Bank funds. 

The Revenue for 1894 was 11,9581. 

The Revenue for 1893 was 11,4502. 


The followiag items go to make up the Revenue for 1894 :-— 


£ 
Customs - - - . - 3,136 
Port, harbour, and tonnage dues - - 144 
Licenses and internal revenue - - - 408 
Fees of court and officers - - - 805 
Post Office - - . - 1,205 
Rents - - - . - - 4,229 
Miscellaneous’ - - - " - 265 


Interest on investments - - 1,766 
0 85420. Wt. 20348. 
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__ As compared with the previous year, there is an increase in the 
items of :— 
1. Fees.—258/., owing to payment of unforeseen probate ; 
2. Post Office—5991., from increased sale of stamps and transit 
rates; 
3. Rents.—2201., double rental accruing on expired leases; 


4, Interest—419/., upon increased Bank deposits due to in- 
vested and increased annual instalments paid of purchase 
of freehold land. 

On the other hand, the Revenue for 1894 shows a falling-otf, 

compared with 1893, on the heads — 

Customs.—513/., representing duties on spirits and tobacco 
imported at the very close of 1893. 

Port, Harbour, and Tonnage Dues.—32/, resulting from a 
decrease in shipping entered for repairs. 

Licenses and Internal Revenue.—19/., owing to reduced 
licenses for sealing. 

Miscellaneous.—407/. 5s. 10d., representing part of asum of 
over 500/. received in 1893 as insurance on the schooner 

* “ Hadassah.” 

Interest on Investments on account of Surplus.—17/., caused by 
transfer of capital account to Savings Bank. 

The general expenditure for 1894 exceeded that of 1893 by 
1,007/., owing to the adoption of a more effective system of 
public works and to a necessary survey of land. 

Expenditure for 1894, 12,3951. 

2 » 1893, 1J,388. 


Subjoined are the items expended :— 


x 
Pensions - - - - - 313 
Governor - . - - - 1,384 
Secretariat - - : - - 1,035 
Customs - - - - - 183 
Audit - - - ~ - - 56 
Port and marine - - - - 175 
Legal - : : 7 . & 1402 
Police - - ~ . - - 493 
Prisons - - - - - 166 
Medical . - - - - - 583 
Education - - - - ~ 465 
Ecclesiastical - - - - - 460 
Transport - - - - - 566 
Miscellaneous - - - - - 596 
Post Office - - - - - 2,249 
Public works - . - a - 2,397 
Interest on Savings Bank deposits - - 758 


Drawbacks and refunds = - ~ 24 
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The land gales account, standing on the 31st December 1894 at 
13,7581., invested in Consols and inscribed securities, and the sur- 

plus fund to the amount of 1,982J. on the same date, are separate 
and apart from the foregoing account of Revenue. 


Assets and Liabilities. 


The statement of assets and liabilities shows the excess of assets 
over liabilities at 14,0201. 

Deducting the amount of the land sales account here quoted at 
the actnal amount expended in purchase of stock, that is, 12,9791, 
instead of as represented by the face value of the securities held, 
that is, 13,7581., the actual cash assets are 1,0411. 

Were the three funds of land sales, surplus, and Savings Bank 
quoted as represented on their face value of stock, this balance 
would swell to 3,1001. 

A large and important asset in the form of Government stores 
in hand, at the estimated value of 1,2001., is not included in this 
account, which otherwise would show a credit, exclusive of land 
sales, of 4,3001. 


Military Expenditure. 


The only military body in the Colony is the Volunteer Rifle 
Corps, comprising six officere and about 100 rank and file. 

The amount granted from general revenue towards. the corps 
varies with the number of efficients in each year. 

There were in 1893, 61 efficients, earning 2/. per head = 1221. 
In 1894, 56 efficients, earning a total of 1121. 


Public Works. 


To the expenditure involved in the making and upkeep of roads, 
drains, and culverts, as well as in the repair of ali public buildings, 
there has this year been added the very necessary outlay for a 
surveyor and staff, amounting to some 500/. Owing largely to the 
nature of the soil and the absence of any Government represen- 
tatives beyond the town of Stanley, saving only the officer dis- 
charging the duties of Assistant Colonial Surgeon and Assistant 
Collector at Fox Bay on West Falklands, public works are 
confined to Stanley, where the condition of the roads, offices, 
and works of public utility has immensely improved within the last 
few years. 

The scarcity of steady labour, especially during the summer 
months, when most of the able-bodied population migrate to the 
sheep farms, the uncertain service rendered, the high wages 
commanded even by the most unskilled, combined with the high 
charge for carriage of every necessary, which has to be imported 
from England, renders the execution of any public works more 
laborious and costly than in most other Colonies, where the 
struggle for work is keener. 
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Legislation. 


Few Colonies can be found where legislation and the entire 
machinery of the law can be restricted within as narrow, I might 
also add primitive, limits as in this Colony, which does not 
boast of a single unofficial lawyer. 

During the year it was found necessary to pass nine Ordinances. 

Four of these merely amended previous Ordinances, ‘I'wo were 
the usual financial Ordinances making provision for the service ot 
the Colony. 

One of the remaining three was a consolidation, with improved 
provisions, of the health laws. 

The other two provided for the custody and control of lunatics 
and for due investigation into shipping casualties by regularly 
constituted courts of inquiry. 


Civil Establishment. 


Important alterations were carried into effect during the year 
by the re-arrangement of certain of the principal offices. 

The offices of Judge and Colonial Secretary, merged in one 
official as a tentative measure. were separated, and a judge 
appointed to perform judicial and legal duties combining the 
offices of Judge, Police Magistrate, and Legal Adviser. 

The ‘Treasurer was appointed to be Colonial Secretary at 
increased pay, but to continue to discharge the duties of Treasurer, 
Collector, Postmaster, Harbour-Master, Receiver of Wrecks, and 
Registrar of Shipping. ; 

In view of increased work and responsibility cast upon him, the 
emoluments of the Government Clerk and Clerk of Councils were 
raised to 2502. per annum, he having to discharge the duties of 
Clerk of Councils, Shipping Master, and Paymaster of Pensioners. 


Population. 


The total number of the population shows but little variation 


from year to year. 

On the 3lst December 1894 it stood ata total of 1,902 souls. 

The birth-rate throughout the colony was about 28 per thousand, 
as against 18 per thousand in 1893. 

The death rate fell below six per 1,000, demonstrating the very 
salabrious nature of the climate in spite of its severity and the 
cold high winds that prevail. 


Ecclesiastical. 
The spiritual needs of the inhabitants were provided for by 
clergymen of the Church of England, Roman Catholic Church, and 
Baptist Mission in the town of Stanley, and beyond Stanley by 


_ periodical visits of the two clergymen of the Church of England. 


No provision exists for a resident minister in the country 
outside of Stanley ‘where are the only three churches in the 


Colony. 
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The Bishop of the Falkland Islands, who formerly had his head- 
quarters in the Colony, resides now in Buenos Ayres, but pays 
periodical visits to the Colony. His last was in April 1894. 


Education. 


As in the previous year, five schools were open to receive 
oupils in 1894, ze, four in Stanley, and one at Darwin. 

Those in Stanley comprize :— 

(1.) The Government School, with a staff paid by Government 
and supervised by an Inspector of Schools, having on its roll some 
65 pupils, giving an average daily attendance of 44 in its senior 
branch, and some 86 pupils in the junior or infant department,with a 
daily average attendance of 34. The numbers on the roll were, in 
the senior school, 34 boys and 31 girls, and in the junior, 38 boys 
and 48 girls. ah 

(2.) ‘The Roman Catholic School, having a total muster on the 
roll of 20 boys and 12 girls, showing an attendance of 30 daily, and 
receiving a grant in aid from the local Government of 601. 

(3.) The Baptist School hitherto had not received any grant- 
in-aid, but towards the close of the year the Secretary of State 
sanctioned an annual grant on the same conditions as that allowed 
to the Catholic School. 

The pupils number on the roll 53—30 boys and 23 girls, 
showing an attendance daily of some 43 in all. 

(4.) A private school, conducted by Miss Prior, having some 20 
boys and 15 girls on her list. ; 

The only school outside of Stanley is at Darwin, the property 
of the Falkland Islands Company, who in a praiseworthy public 
spirit have ministered to the educational requirements of their 
employees hy engaging and maintaining itinerant teachers whose 

roll of pupils amounts to 37. 

Taking into account the Government Schools alone, senior and 
junior, upon which Government devote a yearly expenditure in 
salaries and upkeep of over 300/., the number of pupils shows a 
marked increase over the previous year ; 151 as against 117. 

The Government Schools are strictly unsectarian and undenomi- 
national. 

Further extension of the means of receiving education is soon 
to be effected by Government in the appointment of itinerant 
schoolmasters on the West Falklands, whereby the very poorest 
families of shepherds and labourers cannot fail to benefit. 

Klementary knowledge is imparted very fully throughout ; while 
the higher classes are instructed in such departments (in the Roman 
Catholic School in the Spanish language) as are best likely to 
serve in the future when emigrating to the Mainland of South 
America as many have done. 

Prizes are freely given to encourage emulation and diligence and 
if any fault can be found on this head it is in the somewhat too 
general distribution, which has a tendency to detract from the 
distinction intended to be conferred. 
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Imports and Exports. 


The values of imports and exports for the year 1894 show a 
small decrease as compared with the previous year :— 


| 
— | 1893 1894 
£ £ 
Imports - - - - aa 71,126 62,270 
Rxpovies.r ay. 2 . = ee 134,872 131,801 


This decrease, which is apparent rather than real, is to be 
accounted for by the imperfect returns furnished at late periods 
by shippers, and by the late arrival and entering, in January 1895, 
of two regular trading vessels with full assorted cargoes. 

The goods imported and exported were distributed over the 
following countries :— 


Country. | Imports. Exports. 
so | - Sahion 
& x 
United Kingdom - - - - 54,500 130,071 
Germany - - é - =F 759 we 
Uruguay - - - - - 1,712 — 
Chile - - - - 4,232 1,160 
Argentine - - - te A 1,067 570 
Total - - - - Pee cS SS aa oe 


The tulk of trade 's with the United Kingdom, the imports 
comprising every variety of fod articles, dry goods, hardware and 
vilmen’s stores, the exports being wholly the produce of sheep 
farms and a few seal skins. 


The subjoined tabl2 shows the principal specific dealings with 
other countries :— Germany—eroceries, wine, tobacco ; Uruguay—. 
flour, fruits, and fodder; Chile—flour, timber; Argentine—live 
stock, building material, flour. 


The staple industry, sheep farming, produced only 3,808,475 lbs. 
of wool, of the value of 105,042/. as against 3,885,194 in 1893, 
owing in a great measure toa larger uumber of sheep having 
heen slaughtered for the frozen meat trade, and to an increased 
mortality in the shearing season through the use of steam clipping 
apparatus, which crops so closely as to endanger the life of the 
animal, and to throw back the growth of the wool in relation to 
its clip in the ensuing season. 
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The following are some of the minor exports for the year :— 


a meee a bss 2 


poten | Quantity. Value. 


re asin oes lnnemlinoe vate ase 
i Ibs. : £ 

Tallow - - - - at 179,500 1,980 

Sheep skins - - - - = 82,150 16,430 

Carcases - - - - - 11,681 4,672 

Seal skins) - - - - - | 651 720 


Government Savings Bank. 


The Government Savings Bank was instituted and formed under 
Ordinance No. 1 of 1888, passed on the 20th January of that 
year. 


The first deposit was paid in onthe 1st April 1888, since which 
the remarkable progress of the operations of the Bank has amply 
justified the wisdom of its formation, as conferring a much 
required boon upon a thriving and naturally saving population. 


The Bank returns are noteworthy in regard to the fact that 
they represent not the profits of the wealthy or the well-to-do, but 
the accumulated savings of the shepherds and labourers in the 
Colony. 


The following is a statement of the transactions of the Bank 
since its establishment on Ist April 1888 to 30th September 
1894 :— 


i 


| Amount of 


Sore _Accounts| Accounts’ Number of| Number of ese Amount of 
| opened. | closed. : Deposits. 'Withdrawals.| Interest | Withdrawals. 
| accrucd, 
} 
1st April 1888 to | Boe ak Be a 
30th Sept. 1838 - 32 —_ i 60 = 4,201 1 6i — 
| y \ 
1888-1889 - -/ 67 7 150 37 13,809 8 8; 2,871 510 
1989-1800 - =} Gj 1s8 93 8972 7 4! 630019 5 
1890-1391 - -| 7 30 256 182 8,577 2 2! 4,760 1 6 
1891-1892 - a: er ry, 291 163 8.83 5 9 | 5,335 9 2 
1892-1893. - oe eee 250 112 11,923 1 4| 6,790 3 5 
1893-1894 - - | 68 33 3825 123 10,497 7 7 | 7,817 0 11 
BASEL Seeeed, a a a eS 
Total -; 415 | 165 | 1,520 650 66,648 14 8 | 33,895 0 3 


The result of the establishment of the Bank therefore shows that 
there are 250 depositors with a balance of 32,7531. 14s., or an 
average of 1312 Os. 3d. standing to the credit of each account. 

The depositors have been credited with 7577. 11s. 1d. in interest 
during the year, being 1231. 16s. 3d. in excess of that credited 
Jast year, while the balance of deposits over withdrawals is 
2,6801. Gs. 8d. 
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On the 30th September 1894 the investments on account of the 
bank stoods thus :— 


: eee eS 

Consols - - ~ md, Syl Oe. ~ae-pee 
Inscribed Stock - - = 25,707. “92.0 
Uninvested§ - Bones ace =. 3,847 -3259 
Total - - - $2,753 14 0 


The income earned by the Bank during the year has been 
882I. 7s. 6d., and the expenses incurred, 761/. 15s. 1d, leaving a 
profit of 120. 12s. 5d. 

No charge for management has been debited against the 
Bank. 


Shipping. 


Fewer sailing vessels were entered during the year, as against 
an increased number of steam vessels in the previous year. 


| Steam. Sailing. | Total. 

Pils on. ort etme Mos Se ca oe bel = eee 

eee Bel | | 

No. | Tons No. | Tons, | No. Tons 
bg ee Ree ee ete Sor h* e ete Fe oN Aa ea Veoh hel, Be er 
= : : i 
Entered - - - 21 26,345 18 12,043 39 88,388 
Cleared “ > a ok 3 26,345 13 6,564 | 34 | 32,909 
| 


Two of Her Majesty’s ships 
in the Colony during the year, but are not included in the above 
returns, V1Z.:— 

ILMSS. “ Racer,” Cummander Rolleston, R.N. 

H.MS. “ Acorn,” Commander Ingleneld, R.N. 


dg riculture, 


‘Tillage and land cultivation is practically unknown saving only 
for domestic purposes. 

About 100 acres may be said to be appropriated to the 
cultivation of kitehen gardens by separate families for home 
consumption only, Tubers and «round crops do well, but the 
normally bigh prevailing wind is fatal to the healthy existence of 
any plant or fruit rising more than two or three feet above ground. 
The Colony is essentially pastoral and the sole industry the 
raising of sheep, to which the entire acreage of 6,500 square miles 
or 4,166,400 acres is devoted. 

Some portions of the laud are, of course, useless for any purpose, 
being nothing but soft bog, and stone runs, where neither grass 
will grow nor anima!s can tread. 
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There were at the close of 1894 over three-quarters of a million 
sheep in the Colony, one firm alone being able to compute its 
flocks at a quarter of a ‘million. 

Horned cattle amounted to 8,192, and horses to 3,294. 

Locomotion is performed inland entirely on horseback, every 
farmer keeping a sufficient number of horses for all his hands. 

‘Wages for unskilled labour rule high, owing to the supply 
being less than the demand. 

At the same time, to avo'd misappreliension, it has to be borne in 
mind that employers of labour of any kind are so few in number 
that the demand is Jimited and by no means sufficient to encourage 
immigration to the Colony. 

Under existing conditions it may be, and, as compared with 
populous civilized countries, undoubtedly is, the labourer’s paradise ; 
but a trifling- addition to the working classes from outside 
would quickly set the balance the other way. 

In the town of Stanley, shipwrights, joiners, carpenters, 
and blacksmiths command from 8s. to 16s. a day when working 
for vessels forced to call in for repairs, while the most ordinary 
labourer receives his 8d. per hour so long as he chooses to work. 

Sailors engaged on coasting trade, which also embraces runs 
to the neighbouring Mainland of Patagonia, secure at least 5/. a 
month, 

Domestic servants are very scarce. 


Gaols and Prisoners. 


Crime in its serions phases is happily almost unknown, and | 


the office of gaoler in the only prison in the Colony, that in 
Stanley is so much of a continuous sinecure as to permit of that 
official being also entrusted with the duties of Government 
printer. 


The prison is small, well-built, well-found and well-conducted, 
and is governed by the rules pertaining to prisons in England, 
allowing only for altered local conditions and appliances. 


During the year, only 11 prisoners were received into gaol, upon 
conviction hy the Courts, for the following offences :— 


For larceny - - “ - re 
Breach of Merchant Shipping Act - - ee a 
Common assaults - - - é ere 


Post Office. 
The receipts under this head were 1,205/. for the year, or an 
increase over 1893 of nearly 6007. 


Of this large sum, however, nearly 400/. was the triennial pay- 
ment to the Colony for sea transit rates. 
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The remaining 200/. resulted from a larger demand for stamps, 
principally by stamp collectors. Money orders were issued upon 
the United Kingdom and other countries, thus :— 


FS 
United Kingdom - - - - 4,863 
Germany - ~ - - - 135 
America, United States - - - 33 
Norway - - - - - 41 
Belgium - - - ~ ~ 6 
France - - ~ - - 3 
Switzerland - - - - - 1 
Holland - - - - ~ 2 


These yielded a revenue in commissions to the Colony of 
621; 18s. 

The amount of correspondence passing through Stanley Post 
Office, the only one in the Colony, showed a steady increase from 
month to month. 

856 packages and parcels were dealt with, that is, 710 from 
the United Kingdom, 146 to the United Kingdom, giving a 
revenue of over 501. 

Of the total number, 1,761, of registered letters passing through 
the Post Office, 310 were received from abroad, while 1,451 were 
despatched from Stanley, giving a return to the Treasury of 127: 

The following statement shows the comparative numbers in 1893 


and 1894 of parcels and registered letters. 


ered = =. 1893. | . 1894, | Increase. 
Parcels - - - . - 814 856 42 
Registered letters - - - 1,403 1,761 358 


A RE. Set Paes Rin ieee MESES SES RAN FTE RO 7 
The remote and isolated position of the Colony, and the difficulty 
of communicating from Stanley with other places on the Kast and 
West Falklands, renders a very large outlay necessary each year 
for the maintenance of anything approaching a regular Mail 
Service. 
The following was expended in 1894 :-— 


= 
Mail steamship - - - - 1,800 
Local schooner - - - - 360 


for carriage of mails alone. 

The territorial transit rates payable to the United Kingdom 
for mail matter beyond London were 128/. 15s. 

The Post Office management being in the hands of public 
officers holding other wholly distinct appointments, the outlay 
from public funds for postal expenses in Stanley stood at the low 
total of 207. 

The three years’ mail contract with the German Kosmos Line 
will expire in 1895, when it is hoped that more liberal terms and 
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an improved service may be secured which will bring the Colony 
into more close and frequent communication with England. 


General Remarks. 


The financial condition of the Colony is sound, and there is no 
public debt. 


The port is practically free when it is considered that the only 
duties imposed by law are those on luxuries such as spirits and 
tobacco. 

The main drawback experienced by Government and by 
resident sheep farmers is the difficulty and delay in communi- 
cation. 

There are no roads, nor can any be made, save at a prohibitive 
cost, owing to the soft boggy ground. 

Comwunication by land has to be performed from homestead 
to homestead on horseback, and in winter, when the ground 
becomes very soft, is tedious and fatiguing—sometimes almost 
dangerous. Nor is travelling rendered agreeable by varying scenes 
of natural eauty or the possibility of sport on the way. In the 
main, the entire aspect is one of endless moorland, dreary in the 
extreme, and devoid of life save where sheep happen to graze, 
and unrelieved by a solitary tree. 

The West Island has to be reached by water, and sailing in this 
latitude presents few features of attraction. 

With a view to bringing the residents of West Falklands more 
in touch with the capital and of providing for their requirements 
on the spot, his Excellency the Governor appointed a commission 
to travel through tne islands and make such recommendations as 
they deemed proper for bettering the position of the people. The 
commissioners’ report is under comsideration. 

The Colony is in a thoroughly prosperous and _ satisfactory 
state. 

Nature has fitted the country by soil and climate for pasture 
alone which can be profitably turned to account only for sheep and 
cattle. 

Agriculture on a scale calculated to give any return is impossible 
upon such soil as prevails throughout. 

Mines are as yet undiscovered, even if in this geological for- 
mation it were worth while to prospect, which is doubtful. 

The sealing industry is so limited as to be not worth taking into 
account. If, however, the industry were properly protected, and the 
fisheries closed for aterm of years, it might become valuable when 
recommenced under proper conditions and restrictions, but it will 
always be difficult to ensure the protection of the seals during the 
years when the seals are recuperating, unless a man of war is 
stationed to prevent foreign vessels taking the seals. 

Employment can be found only for a limited number, and 
immigration to any extent could never be attracted, although, 
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having regard to the ruling scale of wages in force and to the 
extreme independence of all classes of labour, there is un- 
doubtedly room for a few workmen skilled in all branches of 
trade. 

Poverty in its European acceptation of the word is absolutely 
unknown. The poorest in the humblest walks of life need not, 
and as a fact never do, want fora sufficiency, while those in regular 
employment may be said to live in luxury compared with their 
English confréres. 

Climatic conditions are as conducive to health and to the 
absence of endemic or enteric disease as can be found anywhere in 
the world. 

The winds are high, incessant, and trying to the weakly, but are 
dry and healthy. 

The cold is tolerably constant and severe, but the temperature 
is far more equable than in England, for here it practically never 
freezes nor, on the other hand, does the sun ever make its presence 
felt with undue force. 

Strangely enough the industry of fishing, which in sea girt 
islands one would expect to find general, does not even exist. In 
Stanley itself no one goes beyond laying nets in the harbour. 
The harvest reaped from these ought to be some index of what 
might be obtained further afield. 

In the principal streams trout are found, and it is contemplated, 
through the kind assistance proffered by the Marquis of Exeter, 
to introduce salmon ova. 

From one cause and another, the Islands have fallen from their 
high estate as a happy hunting ground for sportsmen. The wild 
cattle which abounded have been entirely cleared off the face of 
the country to make way for sheep. Wild geese at certain seasons 
remain to the fore and afford plentiful sport, but. teal, duck, snipe, 
and other game have become scarcer every year. 

In concluding this report I desire to bear testimony to the 
willing and prompt response on the part of nearly all the residents 
and farmers throughout the Colony to my request for information 
upon which I had to rely in compiling the statistics of population, 
produce, stock, &c. on individual stations. 

F. Craigte Harker, 
Colonial Secretary. 
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No. 127. 


FIJI. 


ANNUAL REPORT FOR 1893. 


(For Report for 1892, see Colonial Report [Annual] No. 97.) 


Presented to both Wouses of Parliament by Cammanyd of er Majesty. 
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PRINTED FOR HER MAJESTY’S STATIONERY OFFICE, 


BY EYRE AND SPOTTISWOODE, 
PRINTERS TO THE QUEEN’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY. 


And to be purchased, either directly or through any Bookseller, from 
EYRE anv SPOTTISWOODE, East Harpine STREET, FLEET STREET, E.C., and 
82, ABINGDON STREET, WESTMINSTER, 8.W.; or 
JOHN MENZIES & Co., 12, HANOVER STREET, EDINBURGH, and 
90, West NILE STREET, GLASGOW ; or 
HODGES, FIGGIS, & Co., Lim1rep, 104, GRAFTON STREET, DUBLIN, 


1895, 


[C.—7629.-10:] 
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The following, among other, Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial 
Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained for a few pence from 
the sources indicated on the title page :— 


ANNUAL. 
No. Colony. | Year. 
93 | Labuan - - - - - - | 1892 
94 | British Honduras - - - rs - | s 
95 | Lagos - - - - . x ad 
96 | Sierra Leone = s F as x 2 
97 | Fiji - - : “ = ~ a 
98 | Rodrigues - - - - - - = 
99 | St. Helena - - < . " «4 J 
100 | British Bechuanaland - - = m | 1892-93 
101 | British Guiana : - - o ma << 
102 | Newfoundland - - - - -| 1892 
103 | Jamaica - - = - - - | 1892-93 
104 | Victoria - - - - 2 | 1892 
105 | Bermuda - - - a -} 1893 
106 | Gambia - - . = ‘ ae 3 
107 | Hong Kong - - - - - | * 
108 | St. Vincent - - “ - ee | . 
109 | Gibraltar - - “ - = | o 
110 | Bahamas - - - - = ~ ¥s 
111 | Turks and Caicos Islands - - - x “ 
112 | Leeward Islands - - - - - | % 
113 | Barbados - - - - = in se 
114 | Malta - - a - = | < 
115 | Zululand - ~ - - 4 wel < 
116 | British Honduras - - _ - z | = 
117 | Trinidad and Tobago - - - os . 
118 | Falkland Islands - - - - iM < 
119 | Rodrigues - - ~ - - = = 
120 | Mauritius - ° ~ - ’ 4 3 
121 | Straits Settlements- - - “ 2 if 
122 | Labuan - <7 4 “ . - ‘: 
123 | Basutoland - - - - - | 1893-94 
124 | St. Lucia - » - - - - | 1893 
125 | St. Helena , oe - - - | 7 
126 | Ceylon - ~ - - 5 : | 7 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
ar a a na 
No. Colony. Subject. 
eS es ee See ee eee Fed ot eee ee 
1 | Gold Coast - - | Economic Agriculture. 
2 | Zululand - - - | Forests. 


3 | Sierra Leone 8 - - | Geology and Botany. 
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No. 127. Fist, 1893 
FIJI. 


[For Report for 1892, see Colonial Report (Annual) No. 97.) 


Acting Governor BERKELEY to the ManraquEss or Ripon. 


Government House, 

‘My Lorn, October 20, 1894. 
I nave the honour to forward herewith three copies of the 
Blue Book of the Colony for the year 1893, together with a 

report thereon by the Assistant Colonial Secretary. 
I have, &c. 

(Signed) H. 8. Berke ey, 

Administrator. 


Rerort ON THE Br vE Book For THE YEAR 1693. 


1. REVENUE. 


The estimated Revenue for the year was 72,4062. The actual 
receipts amounted to 76,774. 2s. 7d., being in excess of the estimate 
by 4,3682 and greater than the Revenue of the year 1892 by 
5,2211 7s. 5d. ‘The principal increase accrued under the head of 
« Customs Dues,” the receipts from which were greater by 4,2134. 
than in the previous year. This increase did not arise from any 
alteration of the Customs Tariff, but from an improvement in the 
volume of imports. The following are the amounts that have been 
received under each head of Revenue in the past two years :— 


See 2 SS 


a 1893. 1892. 
oe ee EEE 
£ ed. x ged. 
1. Customs - - - - 36,638 15 1 32,425 5 11 
2. Port, Wharfage, and Lighthouse dues 4,373 11 7 3,238 18 11 
3. Native Taxes - - - 17,436 11 0 18,256 4 11 

7,228 2 2 6,600 16 7 


4. Licenses and Internal Revenue = 
I .84969. Wt. 20348. a2 
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— 1893. 1892.. 
& <s2-d, £ sd 


5. Fees of Court or Office, Payment for 
Specific Services and RKeimburse- 


ments in Aid - - - 6,639 3 6 6,046 18 11 

6. Post Office - . - 1,915 311°} 1,860 11 0 

7. Rent of Government Property - 710 16 4 587 15 6 

8. Miscellaneous. - - - 1,557 18 7 2,469 18 5 

9. Land sales - - - - 279 0 6 66 5 0 
16,774 2 7 71,552 15 2 


The receipts derivable from ‘l'axation, consisting of Customs: 
Duties, Native Taxes, License fees, and Stamp Duties, amounted 
to 69,2941. 10s. 1d. or 77:2 per cent. of the whole Revenue. 


2. EXPENDITURE. 


The Estimated Expenditure was 70,4471. Is. 3d. The Actual 
Expenditure under the ordinary heads was 74,5431. 17s. 10d. or 
4,096/. 16s. 7d. greater than the Estimate, and 2,230/. 4s. 9d. less 
than the Revenue of the year. 

But it was deemed desirable to bring to account a sum of 
11,4371. 17s. 3d. which, between the years 1883 and 1886, was 
advanced from Public Account under the Authority of Ordinance 
No. XX. of 1882. 

By that Ordinance it was provided that the Governor pais 
arrange with any Banking Company for an advance ofa sum not to 
exceed 15,0002, to be applied exclusively to the construction of 
public works at Suva. It was found more expedient, however, 
and more economical, to obtain an overdraft on public account 
for the sum required, and for some years the amount of the 
overdraft was borne on the credit side of the annual statement of 
assets and liabilities, being regarded as a loan from public account. 
In recent years, however, 1 at has been recognized as a lability also,. 
and during the year 1893 it was brought “to account by a vote of 
the Legislative Council, and is included in the accounts of the: 
year as an item of expenditure under the head of “ Public Works 
Extraordinary.” ‘The sum in question a past expenditure: 
on account of the following matters, viz. 


< Ss. d:. 
Providing Suva Water Supply - 9,181 19 10 
Erection of Government House - 2400 17 & 


et 


| eee 


Total - £11,437 17 3 
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Although this sum appears among the items of expenditure, its Fis. 1893. 


inclusion therein does not affect the position of the public account 
in the bank; and the floating liabilities of the Colony were 
actually reduced by a sum of 2,0822 5s. 1d. during the year. 

The total expenditure of the year (including the repayment of 
this sum of 11,4372. 17s. 3d.; was thus 85,9812. 15s. 1d., being in 
excess of the revenue by 9,2071. 12s. 6d. 

The revenue and expenditure for the past five years is shown 
in the following table :-— 


Year. | Revenue. | Expenditure. Surplus. 

Basi a Bi. t8:. ads (ee Poms, & 
1889 - -| 63,722 0 6 57,710 2 8 6,011 18 3 
1890 - -| 66,817 5 1 60,826 6 6 5,990 18 7 
1891 = -| 71,249 18 11 67,819 17 7 3,430 1 4 
as92 ~~ - | 71,552 15 2 67,651 12 1 | 3,901 3 1 
| Ordinary 74,543 17 10 2,230 4 9 

1698 ef = | 96,74 BEF 
Total 85,981 15 1 | Deficit 9,207 12 6 


[pe ey 


3. ASSETS AND LIABILITIES. 


The statement of assets and liabilities shows at the end of the. 


year 1893 an excess of liabilities amounting to 2,001Z 11s. 9d. 
This excess stood at 25,3592 18s. 8d. at 31st December 1888 and 
has been reduced year by year. It ishoped that in the year 1894 
it will be altogether extinguished. 


4, Pusuic Dest. 


The Public Debt at 31st December 1893 amounted to 
239,6811. 18s. 8d. consisting of a loan under debentures bearing 
interest at the rate of 44 per cent. of which the balance amounts 
to 126,6002, and of a debt due to the Imperial Government 
without interest amounting to 113,081/, 18s. 8d. 

The loan was incurred to pay off the debts of the late so-called 
government, of the Fiji Islands {amounting to 100,000.) and for 
the initiation of public works and coolie immigration, 

The debt due to the Imperial Government consists of two 
advances. The first, amounting to 104,025/. 7s. 11d. (of which 
2.0802. 10s. 2d. has been repaid) was made in aid of local revenue 
during the two years succeeding annexation and was expended 
on the establishment of Government in the group and on the 
returning to their homes in the New Hebrides and Solomon 
Groups of the immigrant labourers introduced into Fiji before 
the cession of the Colony. The second grant (amounting to 
11,3641 6s. 7d.,* of which 2271. 5s. 8d. has been repaid) was 


* This portion of the debt has been remitted. 


Cenc 
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Fist. 1893. expended in payment of compensation to German subjects in 


—— 


respect of certain of their claims to land in Fiji disallowed by the 
Lands Commission. 

The extent of the reduction of the Floating Liabilities and 
Public Debt of the Colony during the past five years, is shewn in 
the following statement. 


Public Debt at 31st December. : 
Floating oe pede Be eS a a ee ira aya 


a Sist Denuater. D Under rene) Total. ee x 
ebenture. Government. 

C-& a. Be 8. 0. £— sa 0, 2 bya. Be de 

1888 - - 25,359 10 5 137,900 0 0 115,389 14 6 253,289 14 6 — 
1889 - - 19,822 15 1 135,700 0 0 115,389 14 6]. 251,089 14 6 7,736 15 4 
1890 - - 13,905 1 5 133,600 0 0 115,389 14 6 248,989 14 6 8,017 13 8 
1891 - | 8,174 10 1 131,300 0 0 115,389 14 6 | 246,689 14 6 8,080 11 4 
1892 - - 4,083 16 10 129000 0 0} 114,285 16 7 243,235 16 7 7,544 11 2 
1893 - - 2,001 11 9 126,600 0 0 113,081 18 8 239,681 18 8 5,636 3 0 


The Public Debt of the Colony was equal to 1/. 19s. Od. per 
head of the population at 31st December 1893. 


5. MUNICIPALITIES. 


The Revenue and Expenditure of the two Municipalities in the 
Colony, were as follows :— 


a Revenue. | Expenditure. 

£3. a Ronse od: 

Suva - - - - - 13607 =67> 5 1,520 18 5 
Levuka - - - - - 924 19 4 987 17 4 
Total - : 4 k 2,582 5 9 | 2,458 10 9 


errs Ste Ee ee eee A Sas eet AS ee eae ee PS 
The Town Boards have no borrowing powers, and there is 
consequently no debt. 


6. Pustic Works. 


The Expenditure on Public Works during the year amounted 
to 6,979/. 4s, 8d.. appropriated under the following heads :— 


Roads, Bridges, and Culverts, mainten- © eed: 

ance of - - - eo 264 Geo 
Wharfs, repairing ‘* - - - | 1;614...2° 8 
Repairs and additions to Government 

Buildings - - - - 4,299 14 4 
Extension of and repairs to Water 

Supply at Suva and Levuka - - §29 17 1. 
Botanic Station - 3 88 0 10 


Total - -» £6979 4 & 


“I 


COLONIAL REPORTS.—ANNUAL. 


7. Leq@isLation. 
The only laws of general interest passed consisted of :— 


Ordinance No. V. To provide for the recognition in the 
Colony of Probates and Letters of Administration granted 
in the United Kingdom, and in other British Possessions 
and Courts. 

Ordinance No. VI. To prohibit the departure or removal 
of natives from the Colony without the permission of the 
Governor. 

Ordinance No. X. To repeal the Contagious Diseases 
Ordinances of 1882 and 1885. 


8, PoPULATION. 
The estimated population of the Colony at 31st December, 1893, 


was as follows :— 


soe | Male. Female. Total. 
| 

Europeans - - Ne a 1,603 871 2,474 

Half-castes  - - - 554 571 1,125 

Todiauae<" 22 cS 6,166 3,009 9,175 

Polynesians + = - 2,040 373 2,413 

Rotumans - - - 985 1,140 2,125 
Bijians "ee ce 5” 55,921 48,941 104,862 _ 

Others - - - - 238 300 538 

Total - ~ - 67,507 ee 55,205 99.712 


The births, deaths, and marriages and the respective rates per 


mille were :— 


‘ . Birth | Death | Marriage 
ecm Births. | Deaths. | Marriages. Hake: Bate. Rate. 


Kuropeans - - 62 | 25 25 25°06 | 10°10 10°10 
Half-castes - - 36 14 16 32°00 12°44 14°22 
Indians - - - 262 282 90 |: 28°55 30°73 9°89 
Polynesians - - 4 66 17 1°65 | 27°35 7°04 
Rotumans~ - ~ 113 90 18 53°17 | 42°35 8°47 
Fijians - - - | 4,119 5,180 940 39°70 | 50°12 8°96 
Others - - 4 _ 2 7°43 — 3°7! 


et ee) 


Total - - | 4,600 9,659 1,106 87°48 46°11 9°01 


Bre 


Frox. 1893. 
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Fi. 1893. The comparatively heavy death-rate of Fijians was due to the 
“oe prevalence of Epidemic Influenza and Whooping Cough, the 
Jatter being a disease particularly fatal to native children. 
The number of Immigrants arriving and departing during the 
year was :— 


ee Arrived, Returned home. 
Indians - - - - co ONE 573 
Polynesians - - = - — il 
Total - - - - 777 584 


9. ECCLESIASTICAL. 


The following statistics are furnished by the Religious Missions 
at work in the colony. 


Wesleyan Mission. 


Churches - - - - 849 
Other preaching places - - - 475 
European missionaries - ~ Prk Tee | 
Native ministers - - - - 69 
Catechists - - -  . 52 
Teachers - - - we STF 
Local preachers - - - = 2,062 
Class leaders - - - 3,680 


Church members (English and Native) - 30,586 


3 
On trial for membership - ' 6,276 
Communicants - - = 3 17 
Catechumens~ - - - = Tae 
Day schools - - r - 1,894 
Day school scholars - - - $7,051 
Day school teachers - - - 2,381 
Sabbath schools - - . => 1,679 
Sabbath school scholars - - - 36,819 
Sabbath school teachers - - - 2,435 
Adherents - - - - 98,959 
Roman Catholic Mission. 
European missionaries - “ = 23 
Churches and chapels - a - 81 
Training institutions (European) - - | 
Training institutions (Native)  - - 3 
Native teachers - - - ° 182 
European sisters - - ~ 20 
Adherents - - - about 9,700 


Schools for Natives - - - 145 
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Schools for Europeans - - - 3 
Native scholars - - - “ 1,980 
European scholars - - - 124 
European teachers - - - 3 


There are six European Churches in the Colony, of which two 
belong to the Church of England, two to the Roman Catholic, 
one to the Presbyterian, and one to the Wesleyan body. These 


churches are capable of accommodating in the aggregate 990 
worshippers. 


10. EDUCATION. 


Education is free and compulsory. There is a School Board 
for the town of Suva and one for Levuka. The average 
attendance at these schools is 135 out of a roll of 190. 

The revenue and expenditure of these School Boards are :— 


a ee 


——— Revenue. Expenditure. 
ee Ae 
£58: id: eat ees 8 
Suva School Board - - 698 2 8 642 18 1 
Levuka School Board - % 518 0 2 449 410 


ee od ARR Sas Dane Saar SD |) Se ae AS 

Government Grants amounting to 642/. 3s. Od. were made in 
1893. There are also two Roman Catholic Schools for European 
children in Suva and Levuka, with a roll of 147 pupils and an 
average attendance of 104. 

There is a Native technical school maintained by Government 
where 73 youths were instructed in elementary education and in 
sawing timber, carpentry and house building, boat and ship- 
building, and the cultivation of food. 

The education of the Native population is in the hands of the 
Wesleyan and Roman Catholic Missions who furnish the 
following returns :— 

SE an, SRE CE NESE ee ee ee 


—— | Wesleyan. Roman Catholic. Total. 
————$—————————— eee 
Number cf schools - 1,894 145 2,039 
Average attendance - 37,051 ; 1,980 39,031 


a ay Raa A a aaa A a ee 


11. PUBLICATIONS. 


The Colonial Publications consist of a bi-weekly newspaper 
issued at Suva with a circulation of 500, a weekly newspaper 
issued at Levuka with a circulation of 200, and a Native 
newspaper issued monthly by the Colonial Government with a 
circulation of 500. 


579 


580 


Brat. 


18938. 


10 COLONIAL RELORTS.—ANNUAL. 


12.—Imports AND EXportTs. 


The Imports, Exports, and Total Trade of the Colony during 
the past five years have been as follows :— 
Be ee IEE RS, ar Carter NRL cat. SOR CLT w nee ie ek BN 


Year. Imports. Exports. | Total Trade. 
Tay co St RET: Ser ees AE ae Pare ee PR Bel Varese al TE 
£ & £ 
1889 - - 189,393 364,281 553,674 
1890 - - 206,757 364,532 571,290 
1891 - - 253,049 474,334 727,388 
1892 - - 253,586 434,791 688,377 
1893 - - 276,398 355,631 632,030 


a 


The Imports show a steady advance during each of the five 
years. The Imports of 1893 show an increase of 46 per cent. on 
those of 1889. 

The Exports of the year 1893, on the other hand, are lower 
than in any of the five years. 

The total trade, however, is the third highest during the 
period. 

The principal imports consist of :— 

Breadstuffs (duty free), 19,139/.; coal (duty free), 9,604/. ; 
drapery, 47,1211. ; hardware, 11,247/.; live stock (duty free), 
14,4661; machinery (duty free), 27,068/.; meats (duty free), 
12,8921; rice, 12,3962 ; timber, 9,089. ; galvanized iron and goods, 
5,7171.; oils, 5,2811. ; oats, 5,611/.; beer, 3,267/ ; boots and shoes, 
3,4101.; and spirits, 3,039/. 

The quantity and value of the three staple products of the 
Colony—sugar, green fruit, and copra—exported during the five 
years in question are given in the following table :— 


$a 


Sugar. Green Fruit. Copra. 
Year. <8) Senn 
Quantity. Value. Value. Quantity. Value. 
Tons, £ £ ‘Tons. £ 
1889 13,178 268,533 42,525 5,567 38,179 
1890 - 15,291 244,655 57,525 3,446 31,013 
1891 - 20,471 327,526 61,501 5,019 46,431 
1892 P 18,883 302,133 62,442 5,901 49,422 
1898 “ 15,389 246,231 36,597 4,970 42,235 


ne inc cc aT a ee ee 


These figures represent Exports the produce of the Colony only, 
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The total falling off in exports during the year 1893 as Fis. 1893. 


—— 


compared with the previous year amounts to 79,1601. The 
falling off on the three principal items of export amounts to :— 


£ 
Sugar - - - ~ - 55,902 
Green fruit - - - - 25,845 
Copra - - - - ~ 37,187 
Total ~ - - £88,934 


The decrease in the export of sugar and copra may be regarded 
as due principally to floods and inclement weather. The falling 
off in the export of green fruit is due mainly to the temporary 
Jack of a profitable market in the Australian Colonies, owing to 
the ruling commercial depression there existing, and the competition 
of Queensland, and to the prevalence of a disease among the 
banana plantations of the Colony, in consequence of which a 
number of the planters have ceased to cultivate fruit, and, embracing 
the favourable offers made by the sugar mills, have put their land 
under sugar cane. 

The other principal exports consisted of colonial distilled 
spirits (106,920 gallons, 13,3652) ; desiccated cocoanut (2,121/.) ; 
cocoanuts (1,342/.) ; cotton (2,2602) ; maize (2,679/.); and peanuts 
(3,587/.) 

** Colonial distilled spirits” appears for the first time on the Jist 
of 1893 as an export of some magnitude. 


The following table shows the countries from which the several 
imports were received during the year :— 


Country. | Dutiable, Free. Total. 
Yadlige tee a= | 2,0 1 is 9,800 18 10° 
New Caledonia - : 228 1 0 8 11 6 313 12 6 
New Hebrides : - 13 0 0 5 0 0 18 0 0 
New South Wales” - - 180,388 15 11 63,784 12 2 194,173 8 1 
New Zealand - - . 27,921 13 38 18,094 5 10 41,015 19 1 
Tonga - - ° - 11138 8 _ 1118 8 
United Kingdom - - 3,427 13 2 15,051 12 8 18,479 5 10 
United States - - - 3,733 8 10 10 0 0 3,743 8 10 
Victoria - : . ~ 4,178 13 10 10,540 1 3 14,718 15 1 
Wallis Island - - - 37:9 «5 1,317 6 8 1,354 10 1 

eS a ee —_— 
Total - : = 172,363 10 0 104,034 16 7 276,398 6 7 


Most of the import trade with the United Kingdom passes 
through one or other of the Australasian Colories and appears as 
an import from these Colonies. 


581 
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The destination of exports is set forth in the following table — 


Whither Exported. Value. 
£ Se as 
Futuna — - - - - 10 12 O 
Italy 2 « - - 7,855 138 0 
Line Islands - - - 618 0 
New South Wales - - - 63,234 7 4 
New Zealand - - - 189,621 3 3 
New Caledonia - - - 68 8 0O 
Portugal - - - - 13,746 10 10 
Russia - - ~ - 5,934 2 6 
Samoa - - - - 54 15 6 
Tonga - - - -|. 129 14 2 
United Kingdom - - - 9,740 16 4 
Vancouver - - - 79 8 8 
Victoria - - - - 65,145 10 9 
Wallis Island - - = 813 2 
Total - - - 855,631 13 6 


The total trade of the Colony for the year 1893 was divided 
among the countries dealt with in the following proportions :— 


Countries. Total Trade. Percentage. 
£ 
New South Wales ~ ee be 257,408 40°73 
Victoria - - - - 79,864 12°64 
New Zealand - - - - 230,637 86°49 
Total Australian Colonies = 567,909 
India - - - - 2,570 °41 
United Kingdom - - - 28,220 4 46 
Russia - - - - 5,984 °94 
Italy - - - - - 7,855 1°24 
Portugal - - - - 43,747 2°17 
United States - - - - 8,743 *59 
Other countries - - - - 2,052 *32 
Total - - oh he 632,030 


13.— NAVIGATION. 


There was a slight increase in the tonnage of merchant vessels 
entered at the ports of entry in the Colony during the year. 
The figures tor the past four years are given hereunder :— 


|__Steam Vessels, Steam Vessels. Sailing Vessels. Total. 
a | No. of No. of No. of 

: Vessels. | TOMBE. | Vessels, | Tonnage. | Vessels, | Tonnage. 
1890 60 49,306 19 7,405 | 79 56,711 
1891 68 57,859 33 11,417 69,276 
1892 63 55,307 28 16,137 | 91 69,444 
1893 val 64,710 21 10,721 | 75,431 

| 
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The nationality of the vessels visiting the Colony is shown 
below :— 


\ British. American. German. Norwegian. 
-Year, : 5 
No. | ‘Tons. No. Tons. | No. | Tons. No. Tons. 
; ! 
1800: c<. «2 is = wi. % 75 | 58,337 1 279 Pos B70 2 1,392 
1891 - - . - - 88 62,878 5 1,039 2 1,546 6 3,818 
1892 - - “ - - 78 62,498 3 1,868 2 1,044 5 5,334 
1893 - - ° - 79 | 68,421 2 429 3 2,002 5 3,174 
(continued.) 
Tongan. Danish. Nicaraguan. 
Year, Sg See 
No. Tons, No. Tons, No. Tons. 
1890 - - - - - _ _— _ _ _ | — 
91 - = = «+ «| = ~ ~ _ - _ 
1892: - - - - ” a 53 1 474 1 673 
4893 - - “ - nf 59 —_ _ 2 1,346 


The increase of tonnage in respect of the year 1893 is probably 
due to the advent of the Canadian-Australian line of steamers 
sailing between Sydney and Vancouver, which began to make Suva 
a port of call in November of that year. ‘The shipping on the 
registers of the ports of Suva and Levuka at 31st December, 1893 
consisted of only six vessels with an aggregate tonnage of 180 
tons. 

But, except for the interinsular steamer, which is not locally 
registered, almost the whole of the internal trade of the Colony 
is carried on in vessels which are of small tonnage and are 
unregistered. 


The number and tonnage of such vessels, holding, at the end 
of the year 1893, seagoing certificates issued by the Fiji Marine 
Board, were :— 


eins | No. | Tonnage. 
Exropean-owned vessels - - - 97 1,280 
Native-owned vessels - - - - 211 1,664 
Total - - 308 2,944 


The foregoing statement does not include canoes or open boats, 
and a number of native-owned vessels employed in the Frovinces 
are also unrepresented therein. 


Fisi. 1898, 
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14, LAND AND AGRICULTURE. 

The estimated acreage of the Colony is 4,953,920 acres. Of this 

area 422,998 have been granted, leaving 4,530,962 in the hands of 
the natives. 

It is estimated that 37,311 acres of land are under cultivation 

by Europeans in crop.as follows :— 


Acres, 
Peanuts . - - = -- aoe 
Bananas - - - - 2,031 
Pineapples - - - - 80 
Beans - - - - - 14 
Cocoanuts - - - - 17,427 
Maize - - ~ = « 436 
Sugar Cane - - - - 15,759 
‘Tobaceo - - - - pe! 
Cotton - - - - - 20 
_Rice - - - - - 146 
Limes - - - - 1l 
Sisal Hemp - - - - 160 
Yams - - - - - 171 
Potatoes, Kumalas, & - - - . 183 
Tea - - - - - 460 
Other produce - - - - 65 
Total = 87,311 


The area under Sugar Cane has increased, while those under 
Rice, Sisal Hemp, and Limes are reported for the first time. The 
cultivation of bananas has diminished, for reasons mentioned under 


the head of “ Exports.” 
‘The live-stock owned by Europeans isreturned at the following 


figures :— | 
Horses - - - - 1,381 
Horned cattle - = - 10,134 
Sheep - - - - 5,082 
Goats - - - “ 4,179 


These figures indicate a general increase except in the case of 
sheep which appear to have diminished by about a thousand in 
number. The supply of cattle is equal to the demand, which 
consists mainly of the requirements of the European communities 


in the towns and at the sugar mills. 


15 MANUFACTORIES. 


The manufactories of the Colony are reported t» consist of 
eleven sugar mills with a nominal daily output of 136 tons; two 
tea factories capable of turning out 600 Ibs. of dried tea per diem, 
two desiccated cocoanut factories, fourteen boat-building yards, 


and one tobacco factory. 
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16. HOSPITAL. 


Seven hundred and fifty-six cases were treated in the colonial 
hospital during the year, resulting in 43 deaths, or 5°78 per centum 
of the cases treated. 

Of these cases only twenty-six were Europeans, of whom three 
died,—one from senile decay, one of Hepatic abscess, and one 
from the results of an accidental gunshot wound of the brain. 


17. METEOROLOGY. 


The rainfall for the year at Suva amounted to 96°45 inches. 

The average rainfall for the past seven years has been 106°95 
inches. 

The absolute maximum temperature during the year at Suva 
occurred on 24th December, when the thermometer registered 
94° Fahr. in the shade. The absolute minimum was 62° Fahr. 
on 27th July. The mean minimum temperature for the year 
was 72° Fahr., the mean maximum being 84°. 

Some parts of the Colony are much drier, however, than the 
capital, and in the interior of Viti Levu a much lower temperature 
is experienced. 


18. COMMUNICATION. 


Steam communication with Sydney was regularly maintained 
(except when interfered with by the operation of quarantine) 
by two steamers a month and with Melbourne by one steamer a 
month, 

Communication with New Zealand was maintained by one 
direct monthly steamer and also, during a portion of the year, by 
one steamer vid Tonga and Samoa. The usual number of 
irregular steamers ran during the sugar season. On 24th 
November 1893, the first steamer of the Canadian-Australian Line 
called at Suva, and the steamers of this Line have called regularly 
since that date on both the outward and the homeward trip. It is 
hoped that this company will become a permanent institution, an 
end to which the Government of the Colony will contribute as far 
as lies in its power. The great advantage derived by the Colony 
is that through this line the Colony is brought within thirty 
days journey of London, and is placed on the highway of nations 
instead of being, as it has ever hitherto been, in point of accessibility, 
the most distant of Her Majesty’s Possessions. 


19. GENERAL. 


The Native market erected in Sava last year was used during 
1893 by 4,191 Native vendors, who disposed of produce to the 
value of 1,6582. 

Trade and communication was considerably hampered owing 
to the unfortunate necessity for enforcing quarantine during a 
great part of the year 1893, in consequence of the prevalence 


Figr. 1893 
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of measles in the Australian Colonies and New Zealand and in 
certain of the neighbouring groups of Islands. : 

The actual cost of maintaining quarantine amounted to 619/. 
but this sum is much less than the loss caused by disarranging 
the running of steamers and otherwise affecting trade for the 
worse. ‘The disease was three times brought to the Colony by 
vessels, but was in each case detained in quarantine, and did not 
spread to the Native community. 

It is some ten years since a previous epidemic necessitated 
similar precautions, and it is expected that the late epidemic will 
in all probability ensure a similar period of immunity. 

(Signed) J. STEWART, 
Assistant Colonial Secretary. 
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No. 143. 


GAMBIA. 


ANNUAL REPORT FOR 1894. 


(For Report for 1893, see Colonial Report [Annual] No. 106.) 


Presented ta both Bouses of Parliament by Commann of Ber Majesty. 
15 August 1895. 


LONDON: 


PRINTED FOR HER MAJESTY’S STATIONERY OFFICE, 
BY EYRE AND SPOTTISWOSDE, 
PRINTERS TO THE QUEEN’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY. 


And to be purchased, either directly or through anv Bookseiier, fom 


EYRE anp SPOTTISWOODE East HaRpIneG SrReEET, FLEET STREET, E.C., and 
32, ABINGDON STREET, WESTMINSTER, S.W.; or : 


JOHN MENZIES & Co., 12, HANOVER STREET, EDINBURGH, and 
90, WEesT NILE STREET, GLASGOW; or 


HODGES, FIGGIS, & Co., Lim1rED, 104, GRAFTON STREET, DUBLIN, 


1895. 
[C.—7847-4.] 
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The following, among other Reports relating to Her Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions, have been issued, and may be obtained for a few 
pence from the sources indicated on the title page :— 


ANNUAL. 
No. Colony. Year. 
111 | Turks and Caicos Islands - - - | 1893 
112 | Leeward Islands’ - - - art . 2 
113 | Barbados - - - a . : *: 
114 Malta - - . M = = . 
115 Zululand - = - . ee) E> * 
116 | British Honduras - - - . ‘ Z 
117 | Trinidad and Tobago - - - = s 
118 | Falkland Islands - - - fc " a 
119 | Rodrigues - . - - - oo ae 
120 Mauritius - = i = ; ie Sea 
121 | Straits Settlements - - . aes 
122 Labuan - - - = mn . ‘. 
123 | Basutoland - - - - - | 1893-94 
124 | St. Lucia - - 2 - % - | 1893 
125 | St. Helena - - s . z _ 
126 | Ceylon” - - - - " eyo? a 
127 | Fiji - - - . - - - | r 
128 Grenada - » ‘ * = a 3 
129 | Sierra Leone - = . - . 3 
130 | British Bechuanaland - - . - | 1693-94 
131 British New Guinea : - = - | 1899-3& 
1893-94 
132 | Lagos - . - - “ - | 1893 
133 | British Guiana - . « . - | 1893-94 
134 Jamaica - - - é aeee bad na 
135 | Newfoundland - - - 7 - | 1893 
136 Gold Coast - - = ¥ k, " 
137 | Zululand - - - - . = R04 
138 Bermuda - - - . : “ 4 
139 | Bahamas - > - E « a : 
140 | Barbados” - - - - “ z ; 
141 Turks and Caicos Islands - - = a i 
142 | Malta - -— - . % : 
MISCELLANEOUS. 

No. Colony. Subject. 

1 | Gold Coast - - | Economie Agriculture. 

2 | Zululand - - - | Forests. 

3 | Sierra Leene - - | Geology and Botany. 

4 | Canada - - - | Emigration. 
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No. 143. 
GAMBIA. 


(For Report for 1893, see Colonial Report [Annual], No. 106.) 


Administrator LLEWELYN to the Marquess or Ripon. 


Government House, Bathurst, 
My Lorp, May 20, 1895. 
I HavE the honour to forward to your Lordship in dupli- 
cate Blue Book of the Colony of the Gambia for the year 1894, 
with my report thereon. 
I nave, &e. 
R. B. LuEweryy, 
Administrator. 


Buue Book Report FoR THE YRAR 1894. 


An abnormal fall of rain, far heavier in the Upper river than at 
Bathurst, at the end of December 1893, ushered in an unfortunate 
year for the Colony of the Gambia, and that phenomenal occurrence 
affected not only the whole trade and prosperity of the people 
for the year 1894, but has mainly contributed to the present 
general depression in business. 


2. The climate of the Gambia has often been described, so that 
perhaps the following comparative rainfall and other meteorological! 
returns may not be considered of any general public interest, but 
that little fall of rain in December 1893, by damaging the staple 
product of the Colony, just after it had been pulled and before it 
was stored, has impeded progress in civilization and been felt in 
every hut throughout the Colony and Protectorate by reducing 
the revenue to 23,7971., against an estimate of 31,0000. 


COMPARATIVE RAINFALL, COLONY OF THE GAMBIA. 


| 

ee 1890. 1891. 1892. 1893. 1894. 

January - - — ‘01 — 02 = 

February - - — "16 — — —_ 
March - - — — pane . = 
April - - - -- — ‘01 ‘40 ‘07 
May - : é “04 53 1°38 2°16 on 
June - - - 2°40 4°67 3°05 _ 5°33 
July - -| 16°49 7°42 14°89 20°57 16°54 
August - - 19°90 18°84 22°65 80°57 18°64 
September - - 16°58 19°81 4°76 13°00: 18°35 
October - - 4°97 1°97 4°39 7°33 1°29 
November “ - — _— — *15 *64 

December - - -— _ — *40 - 
60°31 53°41 HLS 77°89 55°86 


Average, 59°72. 
GiLBerT Exuiort, Acting Colonial Sargeon. 
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Aree Te month at 


18914. 
Months. D 
Bulb. 
January ° . 66°2 
February - - - 65°7 
March - - - 67°7 
April : : : ‘7° 
May - : . 74°9 
June : 3 - 77°6 
July - ° - 77°5 
August ° . . 76°9 
September . - 77°5 
October - . . 78° 
November : . 74°7 
December - . ” 65°2 


a.m. 


Wet 
Bulb. 


58°8 
58°8 
63°6 
65°3 
70°6 
73°8 
74°8 


 74°5 


75°4 
75°4 
69'3 
59°7 


= 
ve 
METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS, 1894. 
pear ei ape eric acne Rainfall in inches. 

Rod Highest. Lowest. | Average. Highest. | Lowest. Average. Total. | Maximum. Date. 
51°5 90°5 73° 84°1 67° 56° 61°8 _ _ _ 
51°8 24° 70°5 80°6 66° 63 62° coe — ao 
60°3 95° 73 78 70° 63° 65°3 _ _ _ 
60°9 101° 74°5 85°1 70°56 59°5 65°7 0°07 °07 23-4-94 
67°5 95° 76°5 84°7 73° 66° 69°9 _ _ _ 
71°1 93° 80 85°9 75°5 67 72°5 5°33 3°09 6-6-94 
72°9 89°5 80°5 85°4 76° 67° 72°5 16°54 4°30 19-7-94 
72°8 86° 79° 83°7 76° 69° 72° 18°64 3°25 19-8-94 
73°9 87°5 79° 84°9 wee 68 62°6 13°35 2°17 4-9-94 
73°60 91°5 82° 85 78 71 74° 1°29 “76 4-10-94 
—65'4 90° 73 84°1 rie 64 70°7 0°64 “28 22-11-94 
67°6 90° 59 72°6 70° 55 63°5 _ _ me 


Total rainfall for 1894—55°86 inches. 
| Gingert Exvtiorr.—Acting Colonial Surgeon. 


‘SLYOdHY IVWINOTIOD 


"IVONNY: 


06S 


| 
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In a good regular season rain should fall steadily between the 
middle of June and the middle of October, and during the rest of 
the year (eight months) there should not be even a shower. 


3. To explain further the present depression in the trade and 
revenue ; it now appears that the ground-nuts which were 
damaged and discoloured by the rain in December 1893 were not 
purchased by the traders in 1894, but unfortunately, the native 
planters risked sowing these nuts left on their hands, as they 
could not purchase better, and the result was that only about half 
germinated, causing the crop for shipment in the year 1895 tc be 
one of the smallest un record. 


4. The Public Revenue must always be a source of anxiety to 
the Government when there is only a single staple industry, and to 
remedy if possible this unsound condition of affairs here a Botanical 
Station was started in April at Kotu, near the coast in Compo, 
about ten miles from Bathurst. 

It is too early to say yet whether any good wil] result from the 
scheme, but the Ourator, selected from Kew Gardens, has enclosed 
within a wire fence about 28 acres of land and cleared a small 
portion, on which he has experimented with cotton, indigo, and 
other seeds. 


5. The cultivation of Cotton and Indigo, the weaving of the 
narrow strips of cloth which are dyed with the indigo and roughly 
sewn together making the cloths known as “ pagns ” with which 
the natives clothe themselves, have always formed part of the 
industries of the country, and as tar as [ have observed the same 
primitive methods are still adopted by the natives in weaving and 
dyeing, and indeed I may say in all their habits, as the first 
European travellers found here, and have described in their books 
written 200 years ago. i 


6. It is perhaps rather discouraging to find in the present day, 
within a few miles of the capital town of this old-established 
Colony, the natives living in the same style of huts, wearing the 
same style of clothes, tilling the ground with the same sort of 
rough tools, pounding their corn, spinning their cotton, and in fact 
living in every way as they have done for centuries before they ever 
saw a European. 


7. I have often talked on this subject with intelligent natives, 
but they are the most ultra-conservative race of people I have 
ever met, without apparently any ambition, their answer generally 
being that “ They met it so,” and “ Their fathers and grandfathers 
did it before.” “ It might be good for White man 
but not suit Mandingo.” And the young children will tell you, 
“ Their fathers and mothers talk Mandingo ; why should they Jearn 
English ?” And I wonder when, if ever,a change will take place 
in the manners and customs of this part of Africa? 


8. The slow progress in civilization is probably due, to some 
extent, to the want of example and contact with Europeans, for 
I 87820, 
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very few Natives a short distance up the river have ever visited 
Bathurst. They do not care about travelling on the water and no 
doubt the accommodation they get in a small cutter is not 
inviting. 

With this condition of affairs in view I recommended that a 
steamer should be built for regular mail and passenger service up 
and down the river as far as McCarthy Island (153 miles) every 
week. The “ Mansah Kilah ” or “ Queen’s Messenger, ” a paddle 
steamer, 90 feet long and drawing only 53 feet of water, arrived 
out from England in February and is now running up and down 
the river regularly every week. Her cost, delivered out here, was 
3,5001. She steams about & knots an hour, and burns about 4 tons 
of coal in running to and from McCarthy Island (306 miles). So far 


she has done very well but it was never calculated that she would earn 


enough to pay for her working expenses, nearly 2,0001. per annum, 
but. she was started as a civilizing peaceful messenger from the 
Governor in Bathurst to the Mandingoes up the river, and they 
apparently appreciate it, several having been to Bathurst already 
who had never ventured so far before, 


9. It must I fear be admitted that mission work and education 
have not been pushed as they ought to have been, from the base at 
Bathurst, where we have had a footing for nearly a century. The 
schools in Bathurst do fairly good work, but the average daily 
attendance of 600 children, out of.a population of at least 6,000, 
is not satisfactory and would seem to indicate that the managers 
of these Christian schools have not in the past succeeded in 
establishing branches up in the country or combating successfully 
with Mahommedanism, or Paganism, even in Bathurst. Perhaps 
one of the great obstacles has been the want of teachers with a 
knowledge of the Mandingo language ; without which qualification 
it is almost iopeless to attempt any such work. I have just 
succeeded in getting an elderly person as schoolmistress at 
Busumballa, in Combo Protectorate, and am endeavouring to 
get other teachers who can talk Mandingo, and there are signs 
that the missions are moving in the matter. 


10. The inhabitants of Bathurst are descended from the 
settlers who came from Senegal in 1816 and are mostly of Joloff 
extraction, so that the better educated natives in the town either 
speak Joloff or English, but the language of the Gambia Protecto- 
rate and far beyond it is Mandingo. It seems therefore to be a 
growing necessity that all the Native officials should speak 
Mandingo, and I have rezently in a circular impressed this upon 
them. Unfortunately the European officers have to be changed 
so often that before they have time to acquire any language they 
are transferred to another Colony, where, even on the West Coast, 
the language spoken will be entirely different. 


11. In lovking back at what I have written on the present 
condition of the Colony, or rather perhaps trading Port, of Bat- 
hurst, I try to seek for a cause why the River Gambia, undoubtedly 
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the best waterway in this part of Africa, should not have been 
turned to more advantage in the past. 


12. The termination of the exportation of slaves by Europeans 
did not end slave-hunting and dealing by the Natives, and they 
found the waterways of the Gambia advantageous to them for 
transferring their slaves from place to place; hence it has never 
been possible in the past for natives living on the banks of the 
river to quietly follow agricultural pursuits, for the country has 
been devastated and depopulated nearly up to the very doors of 
Bathurst by slave-hunters and marauders who were attracted by 
the waterway. , : 


13. The obligation of the Brussels Conference Act, and the 
delimitation of the boundary of the Gambia Protectorate, forced 
the Government to take some active measures or else to practidally 
abandon the old Colony and rights on the Gambia to slave hunters 
and marauders like Fodi Kabba and Fodi Silah, for there could be 
no trade or peace as long as they had any power on the River. 


14, The punitive expedition against the last named occurred 
during the year under review, and although all regret the loss of life 
that occurred in the first attack, yet I am convinced that nothing but 
force would ever have stopped Fodi Silah from slave-hunting and 


marauding, which he carried on regularly within ten miles of. 


Bathurst. 


15. For years past he has been a pest to the Gambia, and a 
cruel tyrant in his country, where he kept a band of mercenaries 
recruited from interior tribes (Karbunkas) ready to commit any 
outrage for plunder. In 1887 he nearly forced on a quarrel with 
the late Sir Samuel Rowe at a friendly palaver he went to at 
Brikama. | 

In 1891 he stopped the officers of the Anglo French Boundary 
Commission and then insulted them as far as he could. Latterly, 
he apparently saw that between the two civilized powers of 
England and France his career as a slave-hunter was doomed, 
but he recklessly and fanatically held out, declining all friendly 
overtures made to him, and at last forced on the Government the 
punitive expedition sent against him in. February. 


16. As soon as he and his mercenaries had been defeated and 
fled, the real native inhabitants settled down peaceably and were 
thankful to be placed under English rule instead of Fodi Silah. 

I recently walked all through this part of the Protectorate 
without any escort or weapons of defence. and consider that life 
and property is now as safe in Combo as in any Colony I know 
of. 


17. The conquest of “ Foreign” Combo, as Fudi Silah’s country 
was called ind its forming part of the Protectorate leads me on 
to report what has been done towards eivilizing and governing the 
Gambia Protectorate in general since the limits were defined by 
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the Anglo-French Boundary Commission. In January 1893 two 
travelling commissioners were appointed, one for each bank of the 
river, to travel through the country and ascertain what there was, 
either in the shape of towns, or people or anything else, within 
the boundary, for there was absolutely no data of any sort to work 
upon, with the object of establishing some form of civilized 
Government and to put a stop if possible to slave-dealing within 
the Protectorate. 


18, Since then much information has been obtained, geograph- 
ically and otherwise, about the country and the people and their 
sentiments, and on the 27th of December last, two ordinances were 
passed by the Legislative Council with the above objects and they 
are now being put in operation. 


19. The Protectorate is patrolled regularly for eight months in 
the year by Commissioners for about 100 miles (rather more 
on the north bank) up the river as well as in Combo and Fogni. 
It has been divided into 17 districts, each placed under the 
management of a Head Chief, appointed by the Administrator, from 
whom he takes orders and to whom he is responsibie for the peace 
and maintenance of good order in his district. | 

Native Courts in each district, presided over by the Head Chief, 
associated with four headmen from other towns in the district, will 
be held shortly for the trial of minor offences and offences against 
native customs. 

The travelling Commissioners have already commenced to hold 
recular magistrates’ courts in the Protectorate, and the Native 
Chiefs themselves have on more than one occasion voluntarily sent 
tc Bathurst, for trial in the Supreme Court, persons who have 
committed serious crimes; and thus has been commenced a form 
of Government in what was three years ago a wild country, where 
an European was rarely seen. 


20. The ordinance for the abolition of slave-dealing will 
gradually, but quickly, lead up to the complete extinction of 
domestic slavery, and indeed I may now say that since the 
Travelling Commissioners have been visiting the Protectorate the 
natives have understood that the English would not allow slavery 
in any form to continue, and they have wisely accepted the situation 
to an extent that I could not have deemed possible or even hoped 
for three years ago. The Registrar in Bathurst in his Report for 
the year 1894 writes a3 follows :— 


“$7 natives of Africa, 44 males and 53 females, were liberated 
from slavery during the year through the intervention of the 
Travelling Commissioners and the police. Alarge number of these 
have settled in Bathurst and in the dependencies of the Colony 
under the protection of the British flag and a few have returned to 
their native homes. It was a pleasure to hear, as the writer has 
often done, these poor people’s fervent outpourings of gratitude 
for their liberation from slavery.” 
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In this report on the Blue Book for the year 1894 it is only 
possible to refer to the passing of the Protectorate Ordinances in 
December, but at the time of my writing it (May 1895) the 
executive action is nearly completed to put them in full 
operation. 


21. There is now, I hope, some prospect of advancement here. 
Up till last year the old system of trade exclusively by barter was 
carried on through numerous middlemen who went up the river 
every dry season. I have no doubt they had hard times with 
marauders such as Saide Matte, Fodi Kabba, and Fodi Silah, &c., 
but with these rascals cleared off, and the establishment of a 
civilized government, the merchants begin to realize that they can 
now with safety start stores in the Protectorate and send cash as 
well as goods up the river. 


22. It is time, too, now that the inhabitants of Bathurst should 
begin to understand that the wealth of the country is in the soil, 
and money is to be made in other ways than merely by bartering 
or selling goods, 

There are, I am glad to report, applications now before me from 
persons in Bathurst who wish to get land to cultivate in Combo, 
for I hope all see now, both natives in Bathurst and the Mandingoes 
in the Protectorate, that the planter will reap what he sows and 
not be robbed of it by marauders. 


23. Following the peaceable settlement of Combo the rubber 
trade has increased considerably and there is plenty of it in Fogni. 
Wax, too, which has from time immemorial been an export of the 
Gambia, has taken a little start. It is still collected in the same 
old pattern of hives hung up on the trees and prepared in the 
same rough fashion by the natives just as they did in the days of 
the Royal African Company 200 years ago. 

The rice grown on the banks of the Gambia is pronounced to 
be equal to the best in the world, but it is only cultivated here by 
the women for their own “pin money” and large quantities are 
imported everv year for consumption. 

With Chinese or Coolie labourers there is ample room here for 
practically an unlimited cultivation of rice and perhaps, with 
security to life and property, this enterprise may be taken up by 
some capitalist. 

Piassava—vegetable-ivory, fibres and grasses of many sorts 
abound, which I believe can be turned to account, and I hope the 
Protectorate will at no very distant date become a peaceable 
settlement for agriculturists, instead of a hunting ground for 
slaves. 


24, A fine new pier on iron piles with a T-head, 210 feet 
long, was completed during the year 1894 at Bathurst, at a cost 
of 7,000/. and ought to be an advantage to steamers when time is 
an object, as they can lie alongside the pier and discharge cargo 
from both hatches at the same time. As the mail steamers are 
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generally behind time it will perhaps assist them a little to being 
more punctual; but quick passenger and mail boats, with first- 
class accommodation, are still wanting on the West Coast of Africa 
under the English flag. The Mess4geries steamers run with the 
regularity of clock-work from Dakar to Bordeaux, calling at 
Lisbon, in eight days, but the English mail boats take 14 days 
from the same port to Liverpool, calling at Teneriffe and Madeira, 
and there is no regularity in the time of the homeward voyage, as 
each mail boat waits and searches for cargo all the way up the 
coast. With more comfortable first-class steamers, tourists and 
business men might be induced to visit the Gambia in the dry 
season and go up the river for sport or with the object of seeing 
life in Wesi Africa before the inhabitants become civilized. 

Within 3,000 miles of England it is still possible to shoot 
big game, and live by your gun, on the banks of the Gambia, 
and to see real wild African life and scenery, but it is difficult to 
persuade Europeans who are independent to face the climate, 
which I must allow is trying, but not quite the certain death it is 
generally considered to be. 


May 20, 1895. R. B. LLEWweyn. 
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The following, among other Reports relating to Her Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions, have heen issued, and may be obtained for a few 
pence from the sources indicated on the title page :— 

ANNUAL. 

No. | Colony. Year. 
113 Barbados - - & ‘% = 1893 
114 | Malta < - - A = % Z 
115 | Zululand - 7 “ 2 “i * 
116 | British Honduras - % eo x ‘ > 
117 | Trinidad and Tobago . - - > 2 
118 Falkland Islands’ - in - . : ss 
119 | Rodrigues - - - - - _ a 
120 Mauritius - “ - in o A y 
121 Straits Settlements - ° « - ” 
122 | Labuan - | - - - - - m 
123 Basutvland - - - - - | 1893-94 
124 | St. Lucia - ; - - . - | 1893 
125 St. Helena - - - > 4 “ 
126 | Ceylon - - - i - - mr 
127 Fiji - - - . = < 
128 | Grenada - - - - - . Re 
129 | Sierra Leone - - ‘ - : a 
130 | British Bechuanaland # * = - | 1893-94 
131 British New Guinea - - - - |1892-3 & 

; 1893-94 
332 | Lagos - - - - - - | 1893 
33 | British Guiana ~ - - - ~ |1893-94 
i34 Jamaica - “ - " » ahs 
135 Newfoundland - - - - - 1893 
1386 | Gold Coast . - - - - 
137 Zululand - - - - - - 1894 
138 | Bermuda - - - - - - ‘s 
139 | Bahamas - - - - - - ‘i 
140 | Barbados - - = - - - - 
141 | Turks and Caicos Islands - - - - a 
142 | Malta - - - - - - be 
143 | Gambia - - : - - - Al 
144 Windward Islands - - - x > af 
145 | Trinidad and Tobago. - - - : z 
MISCELLANEOUS. 

No, Colony. Subject. 

1 | Gold Coast - - | Economic Agriculture. 

2 | Zululand - - - | Forests. 

3 | Sierra Leone’ - - | Geology and Botany. 

4 | Canada - - - | Emigration. 
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For Report for 1893; see Colonial Report (Annual) No. 109.] 


Sir Ropert Bippu.eH to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN, 


Sir, Gibraltar, July 11, 1895. 
IT HAVE the honour to transmit, herewith, the Blue Book tor 
1894, together with a report thereon by the Colonial Secretary. 

2. I am glad to obzerve that the revenue for 1894 has shown an 
appreciable increase over 1893, amounting to not less than 75,000 
Pesetas, after deducting extraordinary receipts for both years. 
The receipts exceeded the expenditure by 64,000 Pesetas, and 
the surplus assets account shows an increase of 15,382 over the 
preceding year. 

3. It is also satisfactory to find that the shipping entered and 
cleared during 1894 shows an increased tonnage, exhibiting a 
recovery of more than a million tons from the great depression of 
the year 1892. ‘This increase has not, however, been accompanied 
by a corresponding increase in coaling, for the amount of coal 
taken by ships in 1894 was rather less than in 1893. 

4, The calling of ships, from whatever cause, is, nevertheless, 
advantageous to the place, since the port dues form the principal 

tem of revenue. 

5. With a view to giving facilities to vessels which call here, 
an arrangement has been made with Lloyds, whereby a ship may 
have its orders signalled to it without entering the port, for 
which in certain cases a small fee is paid in lieu of port dues, 

6. The general condition of Gibraltar during the past year has 
been satisfactory. The health has been good, although the small- 
pox hospital was open during the whole year. The prevalence 
of that malady is not due to any neglect on the part of the 
medical or sanitary authorities of this place, and very few of the 
cases admitted could be attributed to infection in Gibraltar. The 
disease was imported from Linea, where it was very virulent and 
where few sanitary precautions are observed, and many of the 
cases were landed from ships in the Bay. 

7. Serious crimes on the part of the inhabitants of Gibraltar 
are rare. On the 3lst December 1894 there were but 15 persons 
in prison, of whom only three were natives of Gibraltar. 
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8. Very little legislation has been needed, Out of eight 
Ordinances’ passed in 1894, six were to amend old enactments and 
were of no great importance. The two new laws were to deal 
with municipal matters of a minor character. 


9. The extensive works now being carried on by the Admiralty 
have caused a great demand for labour, whicu is largely supplied 
by Spaniards who come in daily for the purpose. 

I have, &e. 
RoBeERt BippULPH, 
General and Governor. 


Report oN THE BLUE Book For 1894. 
Revenue. 


The Revenue from all sources during the year 1894, amounted 
to Ptas. 1,580,419, a net increase of Ptas. 57,438 over that for 
1893. 

The Heads showing increase of Ptas. 2,500 and upwards were :— 


Ptas 
Duty on Wines - - . - 8,115 
Port dues on vessels entering - - 17,106 
Hospital receipts - - - - 8,298 
Postage and Commission on Money Orders 11,957 
Telegraph Service - - - 5,674 
North Front Rents - - - 3,534 


The increases in Post-office, Money-order, and Telegraph 
services are mainly due to the adjustments for those services with 
Spain having been effected more punctually than has hitherto been 
found practicable, so that five quarters were brought to account 
in 1894, The increase of receipts is balanced by an almost 
corresponding increase in payments for Post-office services due to 
the same cause. 


The income for the year was increased by repayments by the 
War Office and the Sanitary Commission of amounts due from 
them in connection witi the South-port Ditch Pumping Station, 
and the Deep Borings on the North Front. 

The only decreases of over Ptas. 2,500 were in Hulk Licences, 
which yielded Ptas. 5,095 less than in 1893, owing to the number 
of hulks being lessened, which, to some extent, relieves the 
overcrowding of the anchorage; and, under head of Interest on 
Investments in England, which was Ptas. 3,192 less than the 
previous year. This difference represents the interest on 
investments realized early in 1893, the proceeds of which were 
reinvested in property in Gibraltar. The Savings Bank Profits 
show an apparent decrease of Ptas. 61,746, but this is caused by 
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the"profits for 1889 to 1892, inclusive, having been brought to Greraxrax. 


account in 1893. 


Expenditure. 


The total expenditure for 1894, was Ptas. 1,516,375 or 
Ptas. 56,227 above that of 1893, but it includes an amount of 
Ptas. 78,000 for purchase of the “ Grange ” property. 


Ptas. 

The only increases above Ptas. 2,500 were in Post 
Office and Money Order System - - 9,574 
Supreme Court - ~ - - - 5,325 
Hospital - - - - - - 9,376 


The first of these has already been explained. The increase 
under head of Supreme Court was owing to undrawn salaries for 
1893 being brought to account in 1894; and the increased cost 
of the hospital was owing to a large number of patients treated, 
and was nearly balanced by increased receipts from paying 
patients, 

The following services showed decreased expenditure owing to 
reduction of establishment :— 


Ptas. 


Police Court - - “ - - 2,813 
Police Department = - - - - 5,255 
Colonial Engineer’s Department - - 18,295 


Pensions were reduced by Ptas. 4,442, and on Public Works 
recurrent and extraordinary there was expended Ptas, 24,746 
less than in 1893. 


Assets and Liabilities. 


The balance’ of assets over liabilities on the 31st December 
1894 amounted to Ptas. 269,924 as compared to Ptas. 254,541 
in 1893. 

In his annual financial report, the Colonial Treasurer points out 
that not only has the Government “paid its way,” but the 
purchase of “Grange” property has been met from current 
funds, and a sum of 1,030/ sterling has been added to our small 
investments in England, which now reach about, 6,000/. Mr. 
Williams adds, ‘‘I venture to think that this:is a very satisfactory 
“ state of things, for, though the amounts are small, it indicates 
* arevivalin the finances of the Colony, and economy and care in 
* administration.” 

‘There is no Public Debt. The debt of the Sanitary Commis- 
sioners secured on the general sanitary purposes rates stood at 
52,200/. sterling ; the amount of their receipts from assessment was 
14,414/., their gross revenue was 32,704. and total expenditure 
30,3557. 
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Shipping. 


Vessels entered and cleared. 


Number. Tonnage. Crews. 
Vessels. 
1898. 1894. 1893. 1894, 1893. 1894, 
British steam ships 6,167 6,366 7,058,687 7,571,910 198,255 207,166 
» sailing ships 400 421 80,780 23,859 2,223 1,924 
Total British ships 6,567 6,787 7,089,467 7,595,769 200,478 200,090 
Foreign steamships 2,642 2,509 2,077,109 2,170,532 83,637 87,804 
» sailing ships 1,046 955 81,443 74,706 6,468 5,634 
Total Foreign ships 3,688 3,464 2,158,552 2,245,238 90,105 93,438 
Total Vessels - 10,285 10,251 9,248,019 9,841,007 290,583 302,528 
itty J K — 
Increase or De- 4 592,988 11,945 
crease in 1894 - Decrease. Increase. Increase. 


SAGE De Steele mc parameters errs ae eee Sam 

These figures are on the whole satisfactory, as, though the 
number of vessels entering is about the same, there has been an 
increase of tonnage of very nearly six per cent. The port dues 
have not increased quite in the same ratio, as all vessels above 
1,800 tons pay the same rate, so that the large passenger steam- 
ships of 6,000 tons and upwards pay no more than the vessels of 
3,000 tons and upwards, which they have replaced. 

Gibraltar, as a port of call for shipping, is thus only just holding 
its own, while neighbouring ports are showing considerable 
increase. Improved facilities for repairs to vessels and for quick 
despatch in coaling could not fail to attract many vessels which 


now go elsewhere. 


Exchange. 


The highest rate of exchange in 1894 was Ptas. 31:27 to 
the £ sterling, and the lowest Ptas. 27°37. The Government 


quarterly rates were as follows :— 


Ptas. 

March quarter - - - - 30°73 
June quarter - - - - 30°84 
September quarter = - - - - 80°55 
- - 20°53 


December quarter - - 


Towards the end of the year, there was a sudden rise in the 
value of the Peseta, which fluctuated as much as ten per cent. in a 
few weeks, but it is returning tolerably steadily to the former rates, 
the exchange on the 12th instant being Pesetas 29°20, It is very 
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difficult to find the reason of these sudden fluctuations, which 
local bankers profess themselves unable to explain, but there is a 
general opinion that the exchange value of the Peseta will not 
vary long from about Pesetas 30°50 to the £ sterling. 


Legislation. 


The laws passed during the year were :— 


No. 1. An Ordinance to Control the Introduction for Sale of 
Water in Gibraltar. 


No. 2. An Ordinance to Amend Certain Enactments in Force 
in Gibraltar. . 


No. 3. An Ordinance to Amend the Coroner’s Ordinance, 
Gibraltar, 1889. 


No. 4, An Ordinance to Amend the Post Office (Protection) 
Ordinance, Gibraltar, 1885. 


No. 5. The Petroleum Amendment Ordinance. 
No. 6. The Colonial Hospital Amendment Ordinance. 
No. 7. The Traffic Regulation Ordinance. 


No. 8. An Ordinance to Amend the Hackney Carriage 
Ordinance, Gibraltar 1890. 


Establishment. 


In January 1894, Mr. Cavendish Boyle, C.M.G., was trans- 
ferred to British Guiana, and the post of Colonial Secretary was 
filled by the transfer of Captain Henry M. Jackson, C.M.G., 
from the Bahamas. 

In the same month the Colonial Engineer and Inspector of 
Schools, Captain Buckle, was appointed Director of Public 
Works in Trinidad, and his duties were provided for by the 
provisional appointment of Colonel Fellowes, Commanding Royal 
Engineers, as Acting Colonial Engineer; Mr. A. M. Coll, M.A., 
B.C.L., being appointed Inspector of Schools. 


During the latter part of the year, arrangements were made to 
amalgamate the Port and Treasury Departments, and the change 
took effect from Ist January 1895, the combined departments 
being placed under charge of the Colonial Treasurer, the former 
Captain of the Port, Captain Baker, R.N., being retired on 
pension on 31st December 1894. 


Education. 


The figures show no great change, the number of children on 
the books in 1894 being 1,784, with an average attendance of 
1,272, as compared with 1,742, with an attendance of 1,263, in 
1893, The main difference is that the large poor schools managed 


603 


‘GipraLiar! 
1894. 


604 


GIBRALTAR. 
1894. 


8 COLONIAL REPORTS.—ANNUAL- 


by the Christian Brothers appear to be attracting the children 
from the other schools, as will be seen by the following table :-— 


Number on books. 


Name of School. “wm | as 


1893. 1894. 

Roman Catholic Poor Schools (Christian | | 
Brothers) - - - - 1,071 | 1,227 
Wesleyan - - = = - | 120 | 95 
Infant Industrial = - - - - 182 173 
Public - - - - ~ 258 222 
Hebrew Poor - ° - - 111 67 
aaa ae 


The Inspector’s report is on the whole satisfactory, though he 
observes a tendency to devote much time and trouble to more 
advanced subjects before the children are sufficiently grounded in 
the elementary ones. 

The Roman Catholics are building large new poor schools in 
the town, to replace their present premises, and the Hebrew 
community are preparing to erect new buildings, their present 
accommodation being quite inadequate. 


Hospitals. 


The Colonial Hospital well maintained its efficiency during the 
year, in the course of which 14,911 out-patients attended the 
dispensary, as compared with 11,532 in 1893. The in-patients 
aleo showed a considerable increase, there being 715 persons 
treated in 1894, as against 602 in 1893. 

The cost was Ptas. 9,376, more than in 1893, but this is almost 
entirely due to the heavy charges incurred for the branch small- 
pox hospital on the North Front, which had to be kept open 
throughout the year, entailing extra nurses and watchmen. 
Owing to the exceptionally dry summer, and the large number of 
patients, water ran short and had to be purchased daily for some 
months. "When these heavy unforeseen charges are taken into 
consideration, and also the great increase in the number of both 
in and out-patients attending the general hospital, it will be seen 
that the increased cost was due to unavoidable causes, and not to 
want of economy in administration. 

The Lunatic Asylum was well and carefully managed, an 
average number of 56 patients being maintained ata rate of 
Ptas. 736 a head, the average number in 1893 having been 46, 
and the cost of maintenance Ptas. 862 a head. 
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Criminal Statistics. 


The number of summary convictions before the police magis- 
trate in 1894 was 1,084, or 349 more than in 1893. In addition, 
319 were brought up and discharged with a caution, 187 persons 
were discharged for want of prosecution, being 71 more than in 
1893 ; and 59 cases were dismissed on the merits, or 18 Jess than 
in 1893. The majority of these cases were for minor offences. 

Fifteen persons were committed for trial in the Supreme Court 
namely :— 


6 for offences against the person. 
4 for offences against property. 
1 for uttering counterfeit coins. 
1 for attempted suicide. 

2 for perjury. 

1 for forgery and fraud. 


Public Works. 


The only public work beyond the ordinary and special repairs 
to existing buildings was the erection- of a new post office at 
Tangier, the structure of which was completed in 1894, though 
the fittings were not finished until early in the present year. 
The work has been well carried out, and the building is found to 
be suitable and convenient. 

H. Jackson, 
Colonial Secretary’s Office, Colonial Secretary. 
Gibraitar, June 29, 1895. 
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The following, among other, Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial 
Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained for a few pence from 
the sources indicated on the title page :— 


ANNUAL. 
No. | Colony. Year. 
104 | Victoria - - - - = -| T1892 
105 | Bermuda - - - . - -| 1893. 
106 | Gambia - : - 98 é - 
107 | Hong Kong - - - = . i 
108 | St. Vincent - - : . me “ 
109 | Gibraltar - - - - ‘ . ee 
110 | Bahamas - . - - & . " 
111 | Turks and Caicos Islands - - - - 7 
112 | Leeward Islands’ - - - “ ws ‘7 
113 | Barbados - - - - = . y 
114 | Malta - - 5 é : a fe 
115 | Zululand - - - - a 3 “a 
116 | British Honduras - - - - : a 
117 | Trinidad and Tobago - - - - : 
118 | Falkland Islands - - - 2 : i. 
119 | Rodrigues - - - ~ ‘= * 
120 | Mauritius - - - = ai - Ms 
121 | Straits Settlements - - - « Z ks 
122 | Labuan - - . - E pi 
123 | Basutoland - - - - ry - | 8893-94 
124 | St. Lucia - - - ° = - | 1893 
125 | St. Helena - - = “ e é is 
126 | Ceylon - “ - - . x f 
127 | Fiji ~ - = . : ~ 
128 | Grenada - - - a z 5 = 
129 | Sierra Leone - - “ = * ‘ 
130 | British Bechuanaland - - - - | F8938-94 
131 | British New Guinea - - 7 - | K89S-3 & 
1893-4 
132 | Lagos - - - - - > 1893 
133 | British Guiana - - - - - | 1893-4 
134 | Jamaica - - - - . x ¥ 
135 | Newfoundland - - - é -| 1893 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
| 

No. Colony. Subject. 

1 | Gold Coast - - | Economic Agriculture. 

2 | Zululand - - - | Forests. 

3 | Sierra Leone - - | Geoiogy and Botany. 

4 | Canada - - - | Emigration. 
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No. 136. 


GOLD COAST. 


[For Report for 1892 see Colonial Report (Annual) No. 88.] 


Sir W. B. Grirrirx to the Marqugss or Ripon. 


Government House, Christiansborg Castle, 
My Lorp, Accra, February 22, 1895. 
I wAve the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship 
a report on the Blue Book for the year 1893 which I received 
from the Colonial Secretary on the 21st instant. 

2. The report affords the fullest evidence of the attention, care, 
and pains. which Mr. Hodgson has taken in its preparation. It 
is very full, and I may say exhaustive, with reference to the 
various matters touched upon in it, and will afford very useful 
information to those who take an interest in the Gold Coast, as 
indicating the immense progress which has been made in the 
Colony of late years, of its great yielding power as regards 
exports, and of its capacity to consume vast quantities of 
imports :— 


: eae ae 
The first of these being for the year 
under notice represented by - - 718,353 0 0 
and the exports by - - =. Jaa AUG - OT 
Making a total volume of trade for 
1893 of —-- : : - 1,440,459 0 0 


the highest amount ever reached ; whilst the five years from 1880 
to 1895 show a steady increase in the value of both imports and 
exports, except as regards 1892, when there was a falling off of 
19,0001. in the exports. I will not enter further into details 
because these are given with such fulness and value in the report 
that I should simply be repeating a portion of it unnecessarily. 

I 86690. Wt. 20348. 
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3. There are one or two points, however, relative to which I 
think I should make some remarks, especially with regard to the 
financial position of the Colony. 


£ s, da. 

The revenue in 1892 was”~ - - 183,075 0 0 

tees) é . - 201,788 0 0 
Showing an increase in the revenue of 

1893 of - - - 18,708 6 O 


over that of 1892, or over 10 per cent., whilst, after allowing for the 
expenditure of the year, a balance remained on hand on 31st 
December 1893, of 175,6151, whilst the Colony is entirely free 
from debt, and 1o show how light the pressure of taxation is upon 
the people of this country, I would mention that in 1893, with 
the increased revenue, it was only 2s. 8d., per head. 


4. Your -Lordship will observe under the head of “ Local 
Revenue” the remarks which the Colonial Secretary has made 
relative to the question of the application of the municipal system 
of government to Accra, the capital town of the Colony, and the 
larger and more important of the coast towns, which he states 
cannot much longer be deferred, and in this regard your 
Lordship will have had before you a Towns Council Ordinance, 
which was prepared chiefly by Mr. Ashmore, the late Acting 
Colonial Secretary of this Colony, based upon his experience of 
the advantage to ail parties of corresponding legislation in the 
Tsland of Ceylon. Some of the people here have been stirred up 
into opposition to putting the machinery of this Ordinance into 
motion, and I do not propose to take any action with regard to it 
until your Lordship shall have had an opportunity of seeing the 
objections that have been taken to the Ordinance, but I do not 
hesitate to state, in passing, that the movement has proceeded 
solely from interested persons possessed of property as well as 
from some of the European traders who have instigated the 
natives to opposition, all parties being more or less opposed to any 
legislation—and it is not surprising that they should be—which 
is calculated to inflict the slightest tax upon them. 


5. Your Lordship will observe in the concluding paragraph of 
Mr. Hodgson’s able and interesting paper the expression of his 
regret that this report on the Blue Book for 1893 should have 
been so delayed, and he points out the reason for this in the fact 
that he was away on leave of absence from the 11th March to the 
20th of November and found on his return that the work of 
writing the report had not been taken up. This is explained by 
the circumstance that Mr. Ashmore, who acted temporarily for 
Mr. Hodgson during his absence, was a good deal away from 
headquarters with me between August and November. He, 
therefore, had not time to take up and deal with the Blue Book 
for 1893 as he had fully intended, and whilst I have no doubt 
that from his great ability and quick grasp of points and circum- 
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stances he would no doubt have produced a very able report, yet Goup Coast. 


he could not have’brought to bear upon it the experience of 1893 
which the Colonial Secretary possessed, because during he wh ole 
of that year Mr. Hodgson was resident in the Colony, and therefore 
would be more at home with the numerous subjects to be dealt 
with in the report than an Acting Officer who was only in the 
Colony for a little over eight months. But, my Lord, although the 
report has been delayed, I trust your Lordship will kindly make 
allowance for this in view of the circumstances out of which the 
delay arose. 
I have, &e. 
W. BranprorpD GRIFFITH, 
Governor. 


REPORT ON THE BLUE Book FoR THE YEAR 1893. 


REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE. 
Revenue, 


During the year 1893 taxation, and duties remained as they 
were in 1892, and the growth in the prosperity of the Colony is 
shown by the Revenue having reached a total of 201,7820. 17s. 2d., 
which is the largest sum collected in any one year in the history 
of the Gold Coast. In 1892 the Revenue amounted to 
183,074/, 11s. 1d. so that for the year under review the increase 
in the revenue was at the rate of 10 per cent. 

The items of revenue may be properly classified and compared 
with those of 1892 as shown in the following table :— 


Items of Revenue. 1892. 1893. 

2. a, a. £. to ad. 

Wines, Spirits, Tobacco, Guns, &c., 133,448 1 10 144,907 1 9 
(specific) 
General Merchandize (ad valorem) - 28,322 15 O 82,812 7 9 
Liquor Licenses - - ik. 5,597 10 0 5,482 10 0 
Stamps, (Postal,Telegraph and Revenue) 6,686 9 5 7,852 1 8 
Other Items = - - - *9,019 14 10 711,228 16 0 
Total Revenue - - “£183,074 1 5 aE 201,782 17 See 


* Includes Fines, Forfeitures, and Fees of Court; and 4,095/. 18s. 11d. interest on 
investments. 

+ Includes Fines, Forfeitures, and Fees of Courts; and 4,972/, 8s. 9d. interest on 
investments. 


1893. 


es 


611 


612 


GoLtp Coasr. 
1893. 


6 COLONIAL REPORTS.—ANNUAL, 


Although complaints have been made to the Government front 
time to time that the 10 per cent. ad valorem duty on general 
merchandize is too high, the trade in this description of goods 
increased from 283,2271. 10s. Od. in 1892 to 328,1232. 17s. 6d., iv 
1893, or no less than 15°85 per cent. The only valid argument 
against the duty in a country like the Gold Coast, where 
direct taxation in the Interior towns is impracticable and where 
the native can only be got at for taxing purposes by a duty on 
such articles as experience shows he is inclined to purchase, is that 
it causes trade to be either stationary or retrogressive. This 
argument does not hold good as regards the Gold Coast at present, 
and as the country becomes more and more exploited there will 
be a less tendency to its existence. The merchants, it is true, feel 
the incidence of the tax in the first instance because it is from them 
that the Government collects it; but they are not slow to throw 
the burden off their shoulders, and, when trade is brisk, the money. 
paid to the Government soon comes back to them ; the burden is 
lost in being disseminated throughout the population in infinitesimal 
proportions. I showed in my report for 1892 that taxation in the 
Gold Coast Colony amounted only to 2s, 5d. a head. It amounted’ 
in 1893 to 2s. 8d. a head, and no one can say that this is any 
burden at all on the people of the Protectorate, for whom the 
Government provides security for life and property, education for 
those who choose to take it, and as many of the advantages of 
civilization as possible. 

The specific duties, which are levied on luxuries (wine, spirits, 
tobacco, &c.) amounted to no less a sum than 144,907/. 1s. 9d., 
being an increase of 8°58 per cent. over the amount collected in 
1892. This again is an indication of the increasing prosperity of 
the inhabitants of the Colony. 


Expenditure. 


The expenditure, although showing an _ increase of 
20,8307. 14s, 9d. being 178,934/. lls. 5d. in 1893 as against 
158,103/. 16s. 9d. in 1892, was less than the revenue of the year 
by as much as 22,8487. 5s. 9d. The principal cause of the 
increase in expenditure was the commencement, and in some cases 
completion, of public works of utility. 


Public Debt. 


At present there is none, but it is not improbable that the time 
is approaching for adding the Gold Coast to the list of British 
Colonies borrowing money in the English market, inasmuch as 
such works as a harbour, the construction of railways into the 
interior, and the clearance of waterways, are pressing forward for 
attention, and must be taken up if the Gold Coast is to range 
itself with the Colonies which command the attention of 
capitalists, 
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Local Revenue. 


The application of the municipal system of government to 
Accra, the capital town of the Colony, and to the larger and more 
important of the Coast Towns cannot much longer be deferred. 
It is desirable that the people should be taught, and made to 
understand, their obligations in the general system of government, 
and there can be no better way of doing this than in showing 
them how, with a very moderate direct taxation, they can obtain 
the increased comfort which proper sanitation, good streets, a 
satisfactory water supply, and so forth, will bestow upon them. 
Hitherto the fact that there is so smalla number of educated 
people in each town has blocked the introduction of a system of 
local government, but with the spread of education this obstacle 
is being rapidly removed. 


MILITARY AND POLICE FORCES. 


The total cost of the Hausa Military Force was 37,204/. 19s. 9d., 
being an increase on the previous year of 1,654l. 3s. 3d. which is 
almost wholly accounted for by the purchase of additiona! machine 
guns and ammunition. 

Authority was obtained for increasing the Volunteer Force 
from 100 to 300 men by raising one additional company at Accra 
and two companies at Cape Coast. The Volunteer movement 
has proved most popular among the educated Natives and no 
difficulty whatever was experienced in obtaining the requisite 
number of recruits, as many as 120 having been enrolled in Cape 
Coast in the course of a few days. Apart from the fact that the 
Natives who join the Volunteer Force are taught habits of 
punctuality, obedience, and discipline which cannot fail to be of 
use to them in civil life, besides the usual military duties whichi 
fit them to take their place as part of the defensive force of the 
Colony, the Volunteer movement is a means of bringing together 
men of different tribes and various views, and giving them a 
common standpoint from which to sink their differences and do 
some work for the good of their country, 

A scheme for improving the,efficiency of the Police Force, which 
has for some time been far from satisfactory, has been drawn up 
and the introduction of the scheme will, it is hoped, result in the 
Force becoming more efficient and reliable. 

Towards the end of September it became apparent that King 
Prempeh (Kwaku Dua III) of Ashanti, whose army had defeated 
the Nkoranzas, a tribe which had recently revolted from the Ashanti 
confederation, meditated a descent upon Attabubu, a country which 
the Government had taken into the Protectorate by a treaty 
dated the 25th November 1890. The Attabubus are one of the 
Brong tribes living to the north-east of the country of Ashanti. 
These tribes until the Ashanti War of 1873-74 were subservient 
to Ashanti, and King Prempeh having succesfully overthrown in 
turn all those tribes of the confederation which had favoured the 


Gob Coast. 
1893. 
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claims of his rival, Prince Atcheriboanda, namely, the Kokofus, 
Mampons, Nsutas, Dadiassis and Nkwantas, conceived the idea of 
re-asserting the power of Ashanti over the Brong tribes and of 
regaining the allegiance of the King of Attabubu, against whose 
treaty with this Government he had always protested. 

The Kumasi army was composed of contingents from Mampon, 
Nsuta (the people of those two Ashanti tribes had returned to 
their respective countries and had given in their allegiance to 
King Prempeh) Ofinsu, Adjisu, Abiasim, the small tributary 
countries of Kumawu, Agogo, Kwamen, and Asokori, as well as 
a contingent from the King of Juabin under Ampetsi, a son of 
King Asafu Ajei, who died in exile at Lagos. The whole force 
was placed under the Kumasi General, Amankwatia Kwamin, 
whose intentions were expressed in the following oath which he 
swore before the King at a great council held at Kumasi for the 
purpose of deciding upon the final arrangements :— 

“TJ will proceed to Nkoranza or wherever the King of Nkoranza 
may be and bring him to you. I will visit Brumasi ; I will take 
my breast plates (‘osen’) from the Kings of Prang, Yeji, and 
Gwan. I will encamp at Attabubu, where the shady trees will 
give shelter to my troops, and on my'return I will bring Attabubu, 
Nkoranza, and all the Brong nation with me to you as part of your 
Kingdom by conquest.” 

Brumasi, Prang, Yeji, Gwan and Attabubu are, it may be stated, 
the principal Brong tribes, and the King of Nkoranza with a 
large number of his people had upon his defeat taken refuge with 
those tribes. } 

To prevent the Ashanti Army overrunning Attabubu, whose 
King had sent urgent messages to the Government for succour, a 
strong force of Hausas, under the command of the Inspector- 
General of Constabulary, Colonel Sir Francis Scott, was despatched 
from Accra, the advance guard starting on the 2nd October. On 
the arrival of the Hausas in Attabubu, the King of Ashanti, to 
whom at the same time a letter of warning had been addressed, 
withdrew his army to Kumasi, fearing that he might have to act 
on the defensive. The year closed with the Hausa Force still in 
Attabubu, the main body at the town of that name, aud detachments 
in the frontier towns of Amantin and Bompata, both on roads 
leading to Kumasi. 


Pusuic Works, 


The sum spent under this head amounted to 30,0477. Is, 1d., as 
against 16,608/. 16s. 3d. in 1892, Among the public works 
undertaken during the year were the erection of market sheds 
in the ‘Town of Accra and the construction of a large underground 
fresh-water tank in connection with them, the survey by Captain 
Lang, R. E., of a route for the proposed railway from the Coast to 
the Interior, the survey of the watershed of the river Elumo in 
connection with the question of obtaining a water-supply for the 
towns of Accra and Christiarsborg, the construction of a fresh-water 
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tank at Saltpond sufficiently large to supply the wants of the Goxp Coast. 


people of that town, the improvement of the landing places at Accra 
and Cape Coast, the erection of gunpowder magazines at Winneba 
and Kwitta, and of a head treasury at Accra, the commencement 
of the Queen’s warehouse at Accra, and lastly the commence- 
ment of the construction of a proper road from Cape Coast to 
Denkera and so on to Sefwhi. 


LEGISLATION. 


Ten Ordinances were passed, the principal of which were No. 
7, “ An Ordinance to enable the Governor to issue Commissions 
of enquiry with special powers;” and No. 8 “ An Ordinance 
“ to regulate the relations between employers and employed, 
“ and to control the employment of persons in the Colony for 
“* service out of the Colony.” 

The latter Ordinance is the first step towards placing the 
emigration of Natives from the Gold Coast upon a more defined 
and satisfactory footing than it had been previously. 


Civit, EsTaABLISHMENT, 


Under this head may be mentioned the sanction to proposals to 
augment the strength of the roads department which, when carried 
out, will enable the Government to commence the important work 
of constructing and maintaining throughout the Colony roads 
which will be passable for foot traffic throughout the year. 
Further, the re-arrangement of the Native staff of each department 
into classes with, in most cases, substantial increases of salary, and 
the provision of better means of promotion for deserving 
officers. 


SECURITY. 


The Public Officers’ Guarantee Fund was started on the Ist 
January for the purpose (as stated in the report on the Colony for 
1892) of putting an end to the unsatisfactory arrangement under 
which the Native officers of the Government had to find two 
approved sureties in the Colony, unsatisfactory because it placed 
the officers under obligations to their sureties. There was no 
defalcation during the year, andthe Fund was not called upon to 
pay away any of its moneys during the first year of its existence. 


PENSIONS. 


The Pension list during the three years has remained more or 
less stationary, as the following figures show :— 


SE Risce Dake 
1989: ~ - 22 pensioners, 1,734 7 7 
1889 - : Bi OB nin 2,420 7 2 
1890 - é E05), 2,471 8 8 
1891 - . ot Gare 3,159 13 3 
1892 - d cat ee 3,130 10 0 
1893. ? ee 3,148 4 3 


1893. 
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Of the 36 pensioners, I has drawn his pension for 23 years, 
4 for periods varying between 11 and 15 years, 12 between 5 and 
10 years, and the remaining 19 for less than 5 years. 


POPULATION. 


According to the Census taken in 1891, the population of 
the Gold Coast is given at 1,473,882. The number of professing 
Christians has been variously estimated but may be taken at a 
total 37,500, of whom about two-thirds are Wesleyans. During 
the year 1893 there were 135 marriage licenses issued, being an 
increase of 25 over the previous year and an increase of 63 per 
cent. in a period of five years, as shown by the following figures :—- 


1889 - - - - - - $3 

1890s- - ‘ . - «98 

ae “ ? : : = oe 

1892 - - - - - - 110 

1893 - - - - - - 135 
EDUCATION. 


The educational system of the Colony is based upon an 
Ordinance passed on the 28th September 1887 for the promotion 
and assistance of education in the Gold Coast Colony and 
upon rules framed under that Ordinance by a Board of Education 
and approved on the 4th November 1887. : 

The business of the Board of Education, which consists of the 
principal Government officials and representatives of the various 
missionary bodies engaged in educational work, is to deal with 
the suggestions of the Director of Education, to receive, considex 
and confirm his reports, to approve the award of grants made by 
him, and to decide from time to time the conditions under which 
the Education Ordinance of the Colony shall be administered. 

The schools of the Colony are, nearly without exception, what 
may be styled “elementary schools,” although here and there 
one or two aspire to the higher title of “grammar” or 
“boarding” schools; but, even in these, elementary education 
forms the basis of the instruction given. The schools, of which 
during the year 1893 there were 67 in existence, divide them- 
selves according to denomination and fall under one of four 


divisions, viz. :— 


No. 
Government Schools - : pee 
Basel Mission School - - : AT 
Wesleyan Schools - - id . 2 


5 
Roman Catholic Schools - * ‘ tas 
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All these schools are either entirely supported by, or assisted 
from, Government funds. There are at present no real higher- 
grade or secondary schools, and no provision yet exists for the 
training of teachers, These important branches of education are 
now being considered by the Director of Education and it is 
hoped that a few years will see, under properly certificated teachers, 
a complete gradation of schools, from the elementary to the 
higher grade, where promising pupils may be trained for further 
Kuropean education in the universities. 

Although in 1893 only 67 schools were inspected and reported: 
upon, that number by no means represents the total number of 
schools in the Colony. Each mission engaged in the cause of 
education, supports, entirely from its own funds, a large number 
of small schools, situated in the outlying parts of the Colony. 
These are generally known as “ bush” schools; they contain but 
few children, but, as soon as the minimum number in attendance 
as fixed by the Board of Education is secured in them, they are 
brought under the notice of the Board, and as a rule placed upon 
the list of those in receipt of the Government grants. The 
Bremen Mission has also a few schools in the Kwitta District 
which do not, however, receive support from Government funds. 

Very much yet remains to be done both with regard to the 
provision of suitable accommodation for new scholars, and to 
awaken the mind of the ordinary native to the benefits to be 
derived from education. The population of the Colony and 
protected territories is estimated to be about 14 millions, and 
allowing, as in England, that one-sixth or about 16 per cent. of 
the total population, consists of children of school age, there are 
no less than 250,000 children to be brought within the education 
field. In such countries as the Gold Coast, the proportion of 
children to adults is greater than in temperate climates, but, 
reckoning on the same basis, a glance at the following statistical 
table will show what has been done and what yet remains to be 
done in the cause of education. The total number of children’ 


under instruction in the aided schools of the Colony during the: 


last five years has been as follows :— 


1889 - - 4 - - - 5,088 
1890 - . - . . - 5,356 
S201 - - - - - 6,688 
1892 - - - - - 7,572 
1893 - . . : . ~ 7,350 


but when the small “bush” schools are also taken into account 
the number of the children under instruction in all schools 
slightly exceeds 10,000 so that, at present, only 7 per 1,000 of 
the population, instead of 160 per 1,000 are under instruction. 
No further words are needed to show what remains to be done. 

The following statistical table shows the distribution of the 
children in the assisted schools, under their various denominations,. 
for the past five years :— 


Goup Coast. 
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Year. 


1889 


1890 - 


1891 - 


1892 


1893+ 


a 


Government Schools. 


Boys. 


784 © 


688 


818 


§80 


771 


Girls, 


215 


201 


231 


Total. 


999 


Wesleyan Schools. Basel Mission Schools. Roman Catholic Schools. 


S631 
‘ESVOO aT04s 


Bremen Mission, 


ee ee ee 


Girls. } Total. Girls. . Boys. Girls. Total. Boys. Girls. | Total, 


8 100 
17 85 
26 154 
= 145 


No return, 


| 


a 


“"TVONNY—'SLUOdaa TYINOTOO 
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All the ordinary elementary subjects are taught in the schools, 
and in many cases English is the only language employed, though 
in some cases English and the vernacular are taught side by side, 
and in a very few instances instruction is given in the vernacular 
only. 

in addition to the elementary and class subjects thus taught, 
the scholars in the more advanced schools receive instruction in 
book-keeping, shorthand, singing by note, and drill, and in the 
case of girls, needlework and househuld work in all its branches. 
The technical part of instruction is not neglected, for in connection 
with some of the leading schools there are classes for tuition in 
wood-carving, carpentry, smith-work, and practical husbandry. 

An annual competitive exhibition is held in Accra, at which 
prizes are awarded by the Committee for the best specimens of 
schosl work in all its branches. 

Infant schools are much needed in the Colony, where the large 
numbers of young children who flock to the schools could receive 
instruction suitable to their age and be trained upon the kinder- 
garten system for entrance into the senior schools. Kindergarten 
teaching is gradually spreading, but suffers from the want of trained 
teachers. i 

In 1891, penny banks were established by the Government, and 
since that time have steadily increased, both in the number of 
depositors and in the amounts deposited. ‘The total number of 
depositors and the amount standing in their names at December 
31st 1893 is as follows :— 


School Savings Bank. 


Total No. of 
School. Depositors on 31st 
December 1892. 


Total sum to credit 
of Depositors. 


Accra : 4. W.v-d, 
Government - - - - 196 2616 44 
Wesleyan - - - - - 85 5 15 Il 
Basel - - - - - 34 , T2441 

Cape Coast : 

Government - - - - 104 6 0 4 
Wesleyan - - - - - 63 014 0 

‘Elmina: 

Roman Catholic - - - - 49 15 5 

Saltpond : 

Wesleyan - : - - ~ 52 kee a 9 

Winneba: 
Wesleyan - - < - ~ 117 111 9 

700 4413 73 
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The following table shows the proportion of grants earned by 
the various educational bodies for the past five years :— 


Mission. | 1889. | 1890. | 1891. | 1892. | 1893. 
£ 8. a. | £8. d. & s. d, £8. d, £8. da, 
Wesleyan - - 30413 6 | 580 14 0 691 0 0 | 1,060 6 0 1182 5 6 
Basel - : -| 49011 0 | 627 8 6 | 618 9 0 67118 6 | 80518 6 
Roman Catholic : 58 19 6 148 6 0 334 12 0 435 2 0 473 16 0 
Bremen : Al 62 5 0 No grants awarded. 
£| 916 9 0 | 1,856 8 6 | 1,644 1 0 |.2,167 6 6 | 2462 0 0 


Increased educational activity is apparent on all sides in the efforts 
of the various missions to increase the number, and to improve the 
efficiency, of the schools under their control. New schools are 
being established in some of the wilder parts of the Colony, the 
existing “‘ bush” schools are growing in size and gradually being 
added to the list of Government assisted schools, plans for the 
establishment of secondary and technical schools are being 
discussed, and a scholarship scheme, drafted by his Excellency the 
Governor, is under consideration, 


TRADE. 
IMPORTS AND EXPORTS. 


The total value of the Gold Coast trade amounted in 1893 to 
1,440,460/. 3s. 4d. of which 718,353/. 4s. 3d. represented the value 
of the imports and 722,1062 19s. 1d. that of the exports. A 
comparison of these figures with those of 1892 and previous 
years indicates a very substantial increase in the volume of 
trade. 


The following tables show the distribution of trade during the 
past five years :—_ 


Imports. 

From the United From British From Foreign 

Year. Kingdom. Colonies. Countries. Total. 
£18. a. Lo 8. as £2 4d, £ & d, 
isso- -| 940111 2 2 8,828 12 11 91,928 14 3 440,868 9 3 
1890 - .| 422,730 14 6 5,861 0 4 133,502 1 6 562,102 16 4 
isol- =| 483,392 18 8 5,085 6 10 177,302 17 11 665,781 3 0 
1892 - - 407,037 16 10 9,924 13 11 180,182 1 8 597,094 12 5 
1893 - - 524,086 16 1 8,719 5 10 185,597 2 4 718,353 4 38 
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Exports. 
To United To British To Voreign : 
Year. | Kingdom. Colonies, | Countries. | Totals. 

£2 38 d. £2 8s ad 2 8: 4, Dene. a, 
1889 - : 863,823 5 4 1,053 4 8 78,649 12 2 415,926 2 2 
1890 « ° 494,287 111 643 19 2 106,467 8 5 1,848 9 6 
1891 - . 545,492 16 6 2,635 5 0 136,776 18 2 684,304 19 8 
1892 - “ 471,218 19 10 2,053 18 9 191,791 9 8 665,064 3 3 
1893 - - 530,300 1 5 q 164,790 1 1 722,106 19 1 


The value of the principal articles of import and export is shown 
in the following tables, in which also a comparison with 1892 is 


given :— 


Imports. 

Articles, | - 1892. | 1893. | Increase. Decrease. 
Ale and porter . - aces 3 = ata % S 18 3 . og ¢ 
Ammunition - - “ 2,195 11 0 1,698 5 10 — 502 5 2 
Beads - : F -| 1018418 1 8,033 19 5 _ 215018 8 
Bags and sacks - - 4,589 7 6 3,874.16 7 _ 664 10 11 
Beef and pork - - - 1,670 14 6 1,192 5 1 _ 478 9 4 
Blue, Indigo < - - 1,066 14 4 1617 6 4 550 12 8 a 
Boats and canoes ~< - 3,196 19 0 2,655 1% 6 —_ B41 106 
Books (printed) - . 1,797 7 0 2,088 © 10 290 13 10 a 
Brandy - - “ 377 19 t0 660 4 2 282 4 4 = 
Brass and copperware - 6,984 14 0 7489 4 0 50410 0 _— 
Bread and biscuits -  -| 6048 510 | 6089 9 8 41 $10 oe 
Building materials - . 8,244 14 1 6,674 18 10 ~ 1,569 15 3 
Cordage andtwine - “ 5,846 10 4 6,359 1 4 51211 0 _ 
Cotton goods - : ~| 181,787 3 3 | 213,908 2 0 $2,120 18 9 =, 
Coopers’ stores - - 16,903: 19 7 14,427 8 9 — 2,476 10 10 
Drugs and medicines ~ - 3,147 LO 4 9848 1 2 _ 299 9 2 
Earthenware - - : 4,117 10 9 8,978 18 11 - 188 11 10 
Flor - - - =| 64899 3 0 | 7,956 010 | 1,466 17 10 ~ 
Furniture * - . 1,064 7 3 853 8 1h - 207 18: 4 
Gin and Geneva - : 18,542 11 0° 22,608 1 1 4,065 10 1 _ 
Gunpowder - - - 6,479 14 4 6,971 9 10: 49115 6 = 
Guns and pistols: - - 8,533 0 0 9,274 2 6 741 2 6 — 
Glassware - - “ 1,952.17 8 2,044.12 8 91:15 0 =s 
Hardware and cutlery -| 12,540 0 0 | 1244012 4 _ 99° 7 8 


27,016 16 
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Imports—continued. 
_ Articles. 1892. | 1898. | Increase. | Decrease. 
eee eS ee ee 
fed, | tee | ee 8, ee 
Instruments, musical and 1,803 3 6 2,479 9 2 676 56 8 = 
scientific. 
Ironware - - - 785 0 38 1,066 17 7 281 17 4 _ 
Lead (all kinds) - : 2,359 18 0 2,517 18 1 158 0 1 — 
Machinery, mining and Agri- 5,581 5 0 
caltural. 3,233 7 0 = 2,867 9 9 
Machinery (for other pur- 56911 9 
poses). 
Matches - ° * 96419 3 1,817 14 10 852 15 7 = 
Mineral waters - - 2,643 16 9 3,460 7 10 816 11 1 - 
Oils (illuminating) - * 1,874 9 5 3,824 4 4 2,449 14 11 -~ 
Paints and oils - . 1,962 211 4,131 6 6 2,169 3 7 ~ 
Provisions - - -| 12,701 8 6 14,367 15 1 1,666 6 7 = 
Rice - - : . 11,176 1 5 10,766 10 7 _~ 409 10 10 
Rum - - - - 75,935 19 6 76,212 6 4 276 6 10 - 
Salt - : - - 2,702 2 8 2,790 0 10 8718 2 = 
; Silk goods - - -| 19,34917 1 26,422 17 8 7,073 0 7 — 
Soaps, Perfumery, &c. «| 10,724 8 7 16,468 10 5 5,744 1 10 ~ 
Specie - - - - 48,025 7 11 91,876 5 0 43,850 17 1 = 
Stationery - - -| 3817618 7 |. 22,075 5 8 | 18898 7 1 - 
Steam launches - - 4,062 11 6 75016 5 _ 8,811 15 1 
Sugar - - : - 5,077 18 0 6,078 0 3 1,000 7 3 = 
Tools ° - > 2,398 13 0 2,281 15 2 _- 1146 71 
Tobacco - : - 17,173 19 7 20,259 8 1 3,085 8 6 on 
Umbrellas - - . 2,050 17 1 2,824 211 773 5 10 = 
Wearing apparel ° - 9,687 6 4 10,792 2 6 1,154 16 2 - 
Whiskey : : ’ 1,990 11 11 2,655 17 9 665 5 10 — 
Wines and liqueurs - - 6,073 10 9 6,509 15 9 436 5 07 rm 
Woollen goods . . 4,679 10 8 5,940 1 0 1,260 10 4 -- 
Miscellaneous - - r| 26,189 1 6 28,596 18 1 2,407 16 7 = 
Total Imports - - | 597,094 12 5 718,353 4 3 15,884 12 2 


137,093 4 0 


————————— SO ——- | ——__—_. 


Total Imports’ - - =| 597,094 12 5 718,358 4 8 121,258 11 10 _ 
Less Specie - -| 48,025 711 91,876 5 0 43,850 17 1 _ 
Total - - £ | 549,069 4 6 626,476 19 3 77,407 14 9 _ 


Norr.—In 1892 through an error on the part of the Officer who compiled the return the figures , 
were taken from the total for Consumption, instead of those for Importation, This error 
has now been rectified in the present table, and makes a difference of 2757, 18s. 6d. in the total. 
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Exports. os ae 
Year. | 
Article. ; Increase. Decrepss. 
1892. | 31893. 
rac a. £ 8. d. £ s. d. £ 8. d, 
Camwood - - - 69 2 0 787 3 5 718 1 6 — 
Cocoanuts - : - 472 15 11 415 311 — 57 12 6 
Coffee - - - - 275 4 8 630 13 8 355 8 7 = 
Copra - - - - 1,003 13 6 831 5 0 — 172 8 6 
Cotton - - - - 441 4 1 (738418 7 293 14 6 _ 
Gold Dust - - - 98,805 17 3 79,099 8 6 _ 18,706 8 9 
Guinea Grains - - - 45714 0 661 2 3 2038 8 3 = 
Gum Copal - - - 489 6 8 294 7 1 — 19419 7 
Hides and Skins - -| 84,915 138 0 46,918 13 0 12,003 0 0 _ 
Ivory St Yi - - 5,417 10 0 2.273 11 4 = 3,143 18 8 
Kola Nuts ~ - - 1,328 7 3 25,716 5 7 24,387 '18 4 ~~ 
Palm Nuts - - - | 103,294 15. 8 80,721 8 11 — 22,573 6 4 
Palm Oil ~ - - | 178,953 15 0 183,909 14 10 4,955 19 10 = 
Rubber - - - - | 166,659 16 8 218,162 8 3 51,502 11 7 = 
Specie - : - = 29,522 16 10 23,097 8 0 ary 6,425 8 10 
Timber - : - - 86,3938 13 4 50,428 9 4 18,034 16 0 | =< 
Unclassified - - - 6,562 17 10 7,424 17 10 862 0 0 = 
Totals - £| 665,064 8 8 722,106 19 1 108,316 18 6 51,274 2 8 
= 665,064 3 3 51,274 2 8 —- 


Net Increase - : == 57,042 15 10 57,042 15 10 = 


The total value of imports paying duty and admitted free since 
the imposition of the present duties is shown as follows :— 


Year. Paying Duty. | Admitted free. Totals. 
£ s. d. oe s a. £ s, d. 
1890 - - 347,480 17 10 214,621 18 6 562,102 16 4 
1891 “ r 464,188 1 7 201,598 1 5 665,781 3 0 
1892 i : 422,026 8 1 | 175,068 4 4 597,094 12 5 


1893 - - 475,346 15 8 243,006 8 7 718,353 4 3 


ee ee ee Ee a Ee ee Be a ee) Me eS oe ee 
I 86690. 
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The import of rum and alcoholic liquors has increased by as 
much as 153 per cent., as shown by the following comparative 
statement :— 


ee 


oa 1892. 1893. | Increase. 

a ee Gr nee! & pe biey —c. iae EL: Os ee 
Gallons. Gallons. Gallons. 
Rum - x = 1,029,114 1,147,676 118,562 
Gin and Geneva - - 220,322 294,687 74,365 
Whiskey - : - 5,054 7,391 2,337 
Brandy - - - 485 830 345 
Wines - - - 20,492 24,098 3,606 
Ale and Porter - : 19,665 21,949 2,284 

Totals - - 1,295,132 - 4,496,681 eae 


In my report on the Gold Coast for 1892 I pointed out that 
the consumption of alcoholic liquors by the natives of this part of 
West Africa was far less than it is in the United Kingdom; and 
that there is insufficient ground for the contention; so often put 
forward, that the native is being ruined body and eoul by what is 
stigmatized as the nefarious liquor traffic. 


The native knows very well how to take care of himself, and a 
consumption of less than a gallon of spirits per annum per head of 
the population, which is what the statistics show, cannot well be 
considered to be excessive. Assuming that only half the population 
gets sight and taste of imported alcohol, 12 gallons per head per 
annum would give an infinitesimal daily allowance to each person. 
I repeat what I have said before, that drunkenness in the Gold 
Coast is comparatively uncommon and that East of the Volta, where, 
on account of the low duties, rum can be purchased for three- 
pence a bottle, and where, therefore, if the importation of spirits 
into the midst of the natives has the demoralizing influence so 
often'contended for it, the effect would at once be visible ; there is 
absolutely no increase of drunkenness apparent. 


SHIPPING. 
The following tables show :— 


(A.) The number of steamers and sailing ships which have 
entered and cleared during the last five years, 


The countries from which they have entered, and 


(c.j the countries for which they have cleared, 
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As 
Steamers Steamers Sailing vessels | Sailing vessels Total 
entered. cleared. entered. cleared. ia 
Year. re 
No. } Tonnage.| No. | Tonnage.| No.| Tonnage.) No. | Tonnage.| No. | Tonnage, 
1889 - - | 235 | 279,684 | 284] 283,881 17 8,546 11 2,485 | 497 | 569,046 
1890 - - | 261 | $12,480 | 271 | $20,887 19 5,822 | 14 8,876 | 565 | 643,615 
1891 - - | 299 | 379,877 | 800 | 374,054 34 12,224 $1 11,514 | 664 | 777,169 
1892 - - | 811 | 409,726 | 306 | 395,256 85 11,851 31 10,077 | 688 | 826,910 
1893 - - | 319 | 405,354 | 318 | 406,710 32 10,708 25 7,994 | 694 | 830,766 
B. 
1889 1890. 1891. 1892. 1893. 
Entered from 
No. | Tonnage.| No. | Tonnage.| No. | Tonnage.} No. Tonnage.| No. | Tonnage. 
pee King- | 84 96,550 89 107,594 | 91 125,684 | 79 116,262 | 80 | 114,777 
om. 
Germany - 25 29,359 33 | ° 36,397 | 35 38,195 | 47 53,877 | 81 57,656 
France - - 2 1,742 4 3,469 5 3,352 7 7,094 9 7,299 
United States 3 1,041 5 2,180 | 10 3,924 8 3.379 7 2,686 
African Ports | 188 | 154,588 | 148 168,228 | 184 216,287 | 193 230,388 | 196 | 227,128 
fat es [oe = _ _ 5 2,254] 3 1,536 | 3] 1,505 
Belgium - _ _- 1 384 1 915 8 9,441 4 4,411 
Portugal - _ - = Sd — oo = ae _ _ 
Portuguese — _ _ _- uf 900 | — — 1 600 
Colonies. 
Spain - - _— _ _— _ _- - i 100| — — 
Cape of Good — _- - _ 1 90) | = —) - — 
ope. Ay, [fea ee aaa ER MR eae ens al eel ae eae ee: 
Total - | 252 283,230 | 280 818,252 | 333 391,601 | 346 | 421,577 | 351 416,062 
Ca 
1889. 1890. 1891. 1892. 1893. 
Cleared for ] 
No. | Tonnage.| No. Towmane: No. | Tonnage.| No. | Tonnage.| No. | Tonnage. 
United King- 79 938,985 99 | 118,619 | 105 | 185,537 78 | 108,844 74 | 108,840 
dom. 
Germany - 18 22,587 27 82,417 30 33,182 44s 48,512 51 60,000 
France - . 2 1,909 9 8,552 2 1,161 3 3,501 6 5,489 
United States 2 1,008 2 778 5 2,007 2 584 —_ =o 
African Ports | 144 | 166,377 | 148 | 164,897 | 187 | 211,865 | 197 | 284,134 | 200 | 283,877 
Belgium - _ - a} — _ = 8 7,909 | 10 9,650 
Portugal - _ — _- _ 1! 746 1 228 1 863 
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1889. 1890. 1891. 1892. 1898. 
Cleared for sea = 

No. | Tonnage.| No. | Tonnage.| No. | Tonnage.| No. | Tonnage.| No. | Tonnage. 

Spain - - | — = —_ — — == 1 629 — 
Holland - — _ _ — 1 1,070 _ —_ 1 842 
West Indies- — _ — — — _ 3 1,088 8 1,198 
Total - | 245 | 285,816 | 285 | 324,763 | 331 | 385,568 | 337 405,333 | 343 | 414,704 


On the 31st December 1893 there were no less than 20 ports 
of entry and 24 sufferance wharves for the loading and unloading 
of vessels, as well as nine sufferance wharves for the shipment only 
of exports. 


AGRICULTURE. 


Under this head there is little to add to what was said in the 
report for the year 1892 (Colonial Reports, No. 88, Gold Coast). 
The only important advance which has been made in the cultivation 
of plants of economic value has been with respect to coffee. Several 
additional coffee plantations of small size have been started by the 
natives in the country of Akwapim, and the larger plantations in the 
neighbourhood of Cape Coast, more especially that owned by the 
Glasgow firm of Messrs. Miller Brothers and Company, aré begin- 
ning to produce the coffee berry in paying quantities. It will be 
seen on referring to the table of exports, that the export of coffee 
has increased from 12,899 Ibs. in 1892 to 21,437 lbs. in 1893.. 

It is satisfactory to note that the export of kola-nuts has 
increased, the value in 1892 being 1,328/. 7s. 3d., whereas it was 
25,7162. 5s. Td. in 1898. I stated in my report for 1892 that more 
would be heard of kola-nuts as an article of export, and there is 
every reason to suppose that attention is now being given to this 
valuable commercial product, which is to be found in large 
quantities in the hinterland of the Gold Coast. 

The trade in rubber was very good, as the following comparison 
with the trade in 1892 shows :— 


ee Weight. Value. 
Ibs. £ s. d. 
1892 - - - Risk oe 2,663,020 166,659 16 8 
1893. - : i . ‘ 3,395,990 218,162 8 3 


A good deal of general work has been done in the Government 
botanical station during the year and considerable attention has 
been paid to the plantations of coffee and cocoa, in the cultivation 
of both of which, but more especially the former, the natives appear 
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to have become interested. Along the road Jeading from the 
botanical station through the country of Akwapim to the interior 
are large numbers of small clearings in which coffee plants, chiefly 
obtained by purchase from the botanical station, are to be seen 
ina most flourishing condition. The Liberian coffee plant appears 
to thrive best, but there are large quantities also of the Arabian 
coffee-plant, the berry of which, however, is small and apparently 
deteriorated. It will probably be necessary for the Government 
at no distant date, if the coffee industry is to be fostered into a 
trade, to instruct these native cultivators in the proper way of 
preparing the berry for export. At present the most primitive 
method is employed. The berries are scraped by hand with a 
round stone worked in the hollow of a larger stone, and after this 
process they are washed and dried in the sun. It is obvious that 
a large crop could not so be dealt with and that the employment 
of machinery in the near future is imperative. The initiative will 
have to be taken by the Government, because of the general 
ignorance on the part of the natives of all machinery, even of 
the simplest character, and because no single native cultivator 
possesses sufficient capital, enterprise, or experience to take the 
matter in hand. 


In February many parts of the Colony were visited by large 
swarms of locusts. At Accra they took about three hours in 
passing over the town, and at the botanical station some damage 
was done by them to the plantains. The natives of Accra flocked 
into the streets and loudly called upon their fetishes for protection, 
thinking that they were being visited by a supernatural occurrence 
of fearful magnitude. In the Kwitta district much damage was 
done to the crops, but, fortunately, in no case do the locusts seem 
to have regarded the Gold Coast as their proper habitat. 


MANUFACTURES, MINEs, Xc. 


The only manufactures carried on by the natives are manufactures 
which the necessities of life have driven them to undertake. The 
most important is the manufacture of earthenware pots of various 
sizes, ranging froma capacity of 4 to 12 gallons, for the purpose of 
carrying and storing water for drinking and household purposes. 
These pots are made principally in the country of Shai, which lies 
behind the trade port of Pram Pram, where the clay is admirably 
adapted for the purpose. The pots, which in shape are exactly 
similar to the English glass bowl used by dealers in gold fish, are 
moulded by hand and shaped by eye. They are baked, in the first 
instance, and then are subjected to a slow wood fire for three days 
when, if the latter and important process has been preperly earried 
out, the pots come out black and hard. Before the pots have 
cooled, each is polished by hand. For this purpose the covering 
of the palm-kernel is used. T his thready covering is heated over 
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the fire in which the pots have been baked, and is then taken in 
the palm of the hand and rubbed over the outside of the pots. It 
acts as a varnish and imparts to the pots a brilliancy which may 
best: be compared to a well-polished fire-grate. The pots are then 
packed longitudinally, in crates made spevially for the purpose and 
adapted to conveyance as a head load, and are carried to the 
markets, where there is always a ready sale for them. The market 
price for these pots ranges from 1s. 6d. to 3s. 6d, apiece, according 
to size. 


The drying of fish ia also a staple industry of the countrv. All 
the large-sized sea fish caught by the coast fishermen are split open 
and cleaned. They are then closed and kept in salt water for 
three days until they begin to get putrid—which condition 
affords the flavour dear to the native—when they are again opened 
and covered with salt to prevent the presence of flies and other 
insects. They are then sun-dried and become ready for food. 


The herring, which is a common sea fish on the West Coast 
of Africa, is treated differently. It is not subjected to the 
cleaning process, as in the case of the bigger fish, but is quickly 
roasted in clay-made ovens, and then smoked over an open fire, 
which is arranged in a shallow pit about one foot in depth. Fish 
are also salted into barrels. 


These specially prepared fish are carried to the markets 
throughout the country, and are a recognised article of native diet. 
Their presence is soon made apparent, especially in the case of the 
sun-dried fish, by the putrid smell which arises from them and 
which, as I have said, is one of the principal attractions to the 
unsophisticated native. 


Baskets and crates adapted for carrying goods on the head 
are extensively made in every part of the Colony, and on the 
Coast all the fishermen make their own nets, often from yarn 
which has been manufactured out of native-grown fibre and 
cotton. 


In many of the villages of Akwapim and Krobo there are 
blacksmiths’ forges, where rough iron-work is turned out, such as 
door-hinges, door-handles, bolts, window fasteners, and so forth. 
These forges are the outcome of the excellent instruction imparted 
by the Basel Missionary Society, which has always insisted in 
giving the natives a knowledge of some handicraft or industry 
* pari passu” with the tenets of the Christian faith. 


There are no manufactures of export value. 


Mining and working for gold is extensively carried on, especially 
in the countries of Wassaw and Akiw. In my report on the 
Blue Book for 1892, I explained the primitive methods adopted 
by the natives and I referred also to the operations of the English 
mining companies in Wassaw. A company is also in course of 
formation for the purpose of working a concession obtained in the ° 
country of Sefwhi. 
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The following table shows the exports of gold-dust and nuggets Gre Se Coast. 


irom the Colony during the last five years :— 


Year. Weight. Value. 

Ozs. Bo Ret 

1889 - - - - 28,667 103,200 10 0 

1890 - - - - |. 25,460 91,657 0 O 

1891 - - - - 24,476 88,112 0 0 

1892 - - - a 27,446 98,805 17 0 

1893 : - . ; | 21,972 79,099 4 0 
FE Pag A SL a Le 2S, a Hes Ee EES AE at! me 3 

Totals - = - | 128,021 £460,874 11 0 


GAOLS AND PRISONERS. 


Accordingly to the returns, there were 1,589 persons received 
into the 13 gaois and lock-ups of the Colony, being an increase 
of 55 over the number in 1892. The following table shows 
the figures during the last five aa _ 


Year. Males. | Females. Juveniles. Totals. 
1889s - 7 : | 2,093 148 | 14 2,255 
1890 - - . 1,647 76 9 1,732 
1891 - - - 1,677 85 8 1,766 
1g92 : : 1,475 48 ll 1,584 


1893+ - : 1,513 61 15 1,589 


The 1,589 persons committed to prison are classified as 
follows :— 


For debt - - - - - 134 
For safe custody till trial, or for want of security- 294 
For purposes of penal imprisonment - Hod t61 


Of the 1,161 committed for penal imprisonment, 1,020 were 
committed for three months or less, and, of the remainder, 70 were 
old offenders. 

The total cost of the prisons establishment has, during each of 
the past five years, been as follows :— 


1889 - = = “ - 4,803 19 9 
1890 - - * - - 4,117 8 9 
1891 - * - : - 4,230 10 3 
1892 - = - = - 5.387 1° 8 
1893 = - - - - =. 9, 0112 8-3 


629 


630 


GOohb Coasre 
[i93. 


24 COLONIAL REPORTS.—-ANNUAL. 


The mark system which was introduced in September 189! 
has been found to work excellently. Under this system every 
convict sentenced to penal servitude or imprisonment for twe 
years or upwards can earn a remission of one-fourth of his 
sentence by continuous good conduct, and by hard and steady 
labour. Each convict bas his time of detention represented by 
a certain number of marks which he can earn as follows :— 


For a ful! day’s hard and steady labour - 8 marks 
For a less degree of industry - Ce ee 
For a fair but moderate day’s work - a 


these being, of course, combined with good conduct. 

The system is carefully explained to each convict upon his 
entry into prison, and it provides a_ satisfactory means of 
punishing convicts by enabling the head of the prisons 
department to fine a convict a certain number of his marks, 
and to deprive him, by reason of misconduct, of the whoie or. 
portion of any remission of sentence he may have earned. 

Gangs of prisoners are employed outside the prisons in sanitary 
work, at Accra in the Government quarry, in road-cleaning, 
hauling and breaking stones, and convicts are also taught, inside 
the two principal prisons, boot-making, carpentering, tailoring, 
and mat and basket-making. 

Besides the 13 Government prisons and lock-ups there were 
63 registered native prisons each in charge of the chief of the 
town in which it situated. 


CRIMINAL STATISTICS. 


During the year 6,418, offences were reported to the police 
and of these 6,395 are stated to have been brought before the 
District Commissioners. ‘The statistics given in the Blue Book 
snow the nature of the offences committed and the number of 
persons convicted and acquitted. 


AosPITALs. 


The Hospital at Kwitta had to be closed in consequence of the 
vuilding rented for the purpose by the Government having been 
seriously damaged by unusually high tides. No other suitable 
brilding could be obtained. 

The accommodation in the Accra hospital was increased from 
4G to 46 beds, and that in the Elmina hospital from 30 to 3z 
beds. A smiall hospital with four beds was opened at Axim. 

There are free dispensaries attached to each hospital, and free 
dispensaries at the following places, where also a medical officer ‘s 
stationed :— 

Ada; <Akuse; Chama: Kwitta; Saltpond; Winneba. 


Aft these dispensaries large numbers of natives are annually 
ireated gratuitously. : 


COLONIAL REPORTS.—ANNUAL, j 25 


During the last five years the following in-patients have been 
treated 1 in the hospitals -— —- 


Patients Discharged. 


Year, : ' 1 Totala. 
Cured. Reheved. | . Not Deaths. 
improved. 

18RD - z 2 686 246 32 88 1,052 
1890 - = ~ 769 179 40 47 1,035 
1891 . 572 4 212 4} 48 873 
1892 - . - 840 272 47 71 1,280 
1 1,260 


4893 - - . 2836 | 294 | 36 94 


An me Ss ee 


Pugwic Lunatic AsyLuMm. 


A funatic asylum was established in Accra in 1887, and the 
following male and female lunatics have been treated in it :-— 


Discharged, Remaining 

Admatted. Deaths. Sist 
Year. Cured. Relieved. ee pmprored. | December. 
Gey aitea ae ara 

; M | a |e | u |? am M. awl e fe |e 

1887 14 5 = | - 1 — -- Pea ns Hem BI 5 
1888 -| 7 8 a ee Li] = 8 $16 5 
ise -| 30 3 b | or i a eae 4 1 Oe ie 5 
1890 2 | — 2 ),- I er Me A cs 6 1 | 20 4 
189) - -| 10 se eee Ge 1 | 24 6 
R92 21 2 7 | —j}j-o= Sag eens tee 127181 7 
1893 8 “a bgeh ae 6 a 


METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS. 


The rainfall at Accra during the last five years has been as 
follows :— 


1889 - - - ~ - - 25°96 inches, 
1890 - - - - - - 29°535 inches, 
1891 - - = - : - 28°97 inches. 
1892 - - - - “ = 29°27 inches. 
1893 - ~ - ~ - ~ 28°73 inches, 


At the botanical station on the hills at Aburi the rainfall in 
1892 was 43:25 inches and in 1893, 61-09. 


Savines Banks. 


The natives are slowly but surely recogn ising the advantages of 
thrift in the matter of saving their money, The sum standing to the 


631 


632 


Gotp Coast. 
18938. 


26 COLONIAL REPORTS.—ANNUAL. 


credit of depositors in the Government Savings Bank on the 3ist 
December was 3,924/. 7s. 7d., being an increase over the sum 
remainiag on deposit on the 31st December 1892 of 4141. 6s. 7d. 
The number of depositors had increased from 264 in 1892 to 279 in 
1893. 

The following table gives the details of the progress of each 


bank :— 


No. of Depositors. A:nount Deposited. 


Bank. ae 
1892, 1893. 1892. 1893. 
. 2: Se od & sd. 
Accra - - - 89 | 103 1,502 17 11 /|1,747 6 6 
Ada - - - Sine 76 19 3 6 6115 3 
Cape Coast . - 23 26 642 138 8 |1,005 6 9 
Chama .- - - 2 3 012 0 110 O 
Elmina ~ - - 14 1l 461 0 90 26 14 O 
Kwitta - - - ui 12 To, 18° 0 54 3 0 
Saltpond - - . 2 i — 167 6 9 
Tarkwa - ¢ - - 33 34 | 29 10 0 19 1 9 
Winneba - - - 5 8 919 8 1 38 3 
- Remaining on deposit on 
| Amount withdrawn. #iat Decaw ber. 
Bank. 
1892. | 1893. 1892. | 18938. 

MR LAR A Es Sarr 
| £8 a: # 9, 4d. £ s. d. # 8. d. 
Accra - : - |1,705 12 10 |1,690 15 8 |2,555 0 0 |2,679 0 0 
ida wots : =|> #8 #1” 92:99 10) 88 0 0 }--68 0 'o 
Cape Coast - «| 498 8 11] 889 7 4/| 536 0 O07} 677 0 0 
Chama - - bi 1. 6 1 0 0 O11 0 10 0 
Elmina - - - 140 3 8 2115 2 158 0 O 167 0 O 
Kwitta - - - 10 10 5 7113 O 153 0 0 120 0 O 
Saltpord. - - - —_— 0 3 «0 20 0 170 0 0 
Tarkwa - - - 19 12 0 36 16 4 6h O08 45 0 0 
Winneba - - - oy ‘590 9° 6.9 Hearn 10 50 0 


PostaAL AND TELEGRAPH STATISTICS. 
: Postal. 


On the Ist March the system of remitting money between one 
part of the Colony and anuther by means of postal orders of fixed 
values was brought into operation, and during the ten months 
orders were sold of the total value of 1,231/. 3s. 6d. 

An overland mail service between the Gold Coast and the 
French Protectorate of Assinie has been established and additional 
facilities have been given in connection with the despatch and 
receipt of parcels. 

The work of the post-office department is increasing very 
rapidly, as is shown by the following comparative statement of the 
transactions of the past five years and is another sign of the 
progress of the Colony :— — 7 


Parcels. 2 


Estimated 
No. of Post No. of No. of 
Year. : Money Order Inland. | Foreign. z 
Offices. Letters, &c. Number Number 
Offices. 
Posted. * 
No. ines | No, Value. received. | Despatched. 
£ sa. d. fg. d: 
1889 - 26 146,905 2 363 1,209 19 1 1,175 4,572 2 6 1,000 407 
1890 - . 26 161,726 2 399 1,681 11 11 1,213 8,481 18 0 1,524 378 
1891 - : 30 205,035 3 562 1985 1 4 1,549 | 5,142 18 4 1,871 497 
1892 - * 31 225,293 5 994 3,193 8 0. 1,970 st lt 1,815 564 
THOS). - ° 31 835,112 5 893 8,787 11 2 2,715 9,525.13 7 2,071 691 
Q 
& 
| we 
| SQ 
wo 
> 
mM 
8 


"SLNOdHU TVINO'TIOO 


“IVONNY 


LG 


€€9 


634 


Gop Coast. 
1893. 


28 / COLONIAL REPORTS.—ANNUAL. 


Telegraphs. 


On the 24th May 1887, the date on which the telegraph wires 
were made available for public use, there were nine telegraph offices 
and 108 miles of telegraph lines. On 31st December 1893 the 
length of line had been increased to 368 miles, and the number 
of telegraph offices to 18. The extension of the telegraphs to 
Axim has been completed and a line has been constructed from 
Ada, on the coast, to Akuse, a town on the River Volta and the 
headquarters of the Commissioner of the Volta River District. 
This latter line has been further extended to Kpong, a large 
trading town on the river. 


The telegraph system has also been joined with that of the 
German Colony of Togoland, which jis thus afforded access with 
Europe by means of the Gold Coast Government lines and the 
cables of the African Direct Telegraph Company, whose office is 
at Accra. The handing-over station for the Gold Coast and 
Togoland telegraph system is Danoe, a town on the Gold Coast 
side of the frontier. 


During the year, a total of 60,031 telegrams was dealt with, of 
which 29,968 emanated from the public, yielding a revenue of 
1,8221. 7s. Od. The sum of 2,466/. 7s. 7d., was collected for 1,104 
messages destined for transmission over the cables of the African. 
Direct Telegraph Company, and 930 messages were received from 
that Company for transmission to various places in the Colony; 
on these messages a terminal rate of 2d. a word is charged. 


The following table shows the progress of the telegraphs since 
May 1887 :— 


a IE Trt nn III NN Inn nee ee nS 


Year. 


1887 


1888 


1889 


1890 


1891 


1892 


1893 


Number of 
Offices. 


Miles of 
Wire. 


178 


210 


265 


368 


Public. 


4,399 


9,243 


14,493 


17,722 


17,513 


19,773 


27,934 


Number of Telegrams dealt with. 


Government. 


17,130 


27,223 


22,481 


22,286 


21,157 


25,365 


30,063 


Cable. 


1,029 


1,274 


1,516 


2,034 


Totals. 


21,529 
36,466 
37,689 
41,037 
39,944 
46,654 


60,031 


Receipts. 
Inland Telegrams. ane Totals. 
a & s. ad. 2 s d. 
252 0 9 — 252 0 9 
518 7 0 = 518.7 0 
786 1 0 904 4 7 1,690 5 7 
927 6 0 1,233 13 3 2,260 19 3 
1,015 10 9 1,586 17 1 2,602 7 10 
1,182 18 4 1,822 7 0 3,005 5 4 
1,822 7 0 2,466 7 7 4,288 14 7 


“8681 
*ISvOD) AIOH 
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The several Government offices in Accra are connected by 
telephone to a central exchange (20 connections) with which 
exchange also the Government Sanatorium at Aburi,a distance of 
26 miles, is in telephonic communication. 


INTERNAL COMMUNICATION. 


Very little practical work was done during the year towards 
permanently improving the road communication of the Colony. 
The arrangements for the organization of a roads department were, 
however, carefully considered and worked out, and upon the 
arrival of trained men from England it is intended that this 
important matter shall be taken in hand. The present tracks are 
for the most part mere gullies, worn by continuous foot-traffic, 
which during the rains become almost impassable. It is hoped 
that when these tracks are widened, their trace and gradient made 
easier, the waterways which cross them permanently bridged, and 
the swamps made passable at all seasons, the natives will be 
induced to adopt some form of wheeled transport which will render 
possible a material development of the trade with the interior. 
It is not intended to construct great highways or even second or 
third-class roads, in the sense in which such works are understood 
in more civilized countries, but to construct, and keep in order 
when constructed, roads which can be used by traders and 
travellers at all periods of the year, and roads which, as the wants 
of the natives progress, can be developed into something better. 

It is calculated that there are some 800 miles of what may be 
called main trade roads to be constructed, and, taking one road with 
another, the cost per mile will be 1002. There are also many 
important branch roads which will be taken in hand later. 

The survey for a railway from the coast to the interior was 
proceeded with under Captain Lang, R.E., assisted by Mr. Foord, 
who upon Captain Lang’s services being enlisted in connection 
with the expedition into Attabubu referred to under the head of 
“ Military and Police Forces” took charge of the work until its 
completion early in 1894, The district selected for the railway is 
through the oil-producing countries of Mankessim, Edjumaku, and 
Essikuma, and so up to Insuaim, the capital town of the country 
of Western Akim, or as it is better known by the natives, Kotiko. 
It is geographically the most central town of the Colony and on 
that account is suitable as a converging point for branch railways. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 


There is no doubt that during the year under review a stead 
advance has been made in the prosperity of the Colony. Trad 
has been good, reaching in value a total of 1,440,4601. 3s. 4d 
there is a balance to the credit of the Colony of 175,615/. 2s, 4d. 
available in great part for the carrying out of long-conceived 
public works of importapce, and of improving and extending 
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communication, sanitation, and education, three important factors 
in the welfare of a country and its people, and, finally, the various 
tribes within the Protectorate have been at peace. The only 
disturbing element has been the restlessness of the kingdom of 
Ashanti, the King of which country, knowing that his position as 
King paramount of the Ashanti confederation is precarious (he has 
never been formally elected, and holds his position by force of 
arms), keeps his people in a constant state of petty warfare to 
prevent attention being turned to the legality of his claims, ‘This 
state of things, always intolerable ou account of the disturbance of 
trade, was aggravated by the designs of the King(Kwaku Dua III 
upon the country of Attabubu, as shown under the head of “Military 
and Civil Forces,” 

Signs are not wanting, however, that the sanguinary rule of this 
mouarch is nearing itsend. Already the power of the Government 
Is being felt by the Ashantis, and it is hoped that a peaceful 
solution may be found to the question as to the best way of curbing 
the savage rule and influence of the Ashanti kingdom, and of 
putting an end to the degrading custom of buman sacrifices, which, 
no matter what may be said to the contrary, are, it is known, 
carried on to the same extent now as in years past. 

I regret extremely that this report on the statistics of the 
Blue Book for 1893 should have been so delayed, as delay lessens 
its value, and detracts from any interest which might otherwise 
attach to it. I was, however, on leave of absence from the 11th 
March to the 20th November 1894, and found on my return to 
the Gold Coast that the work of writing a report had not been 
taken up. 

F, M. Hopason, 

Colonial Secretary. 


Accra, Gold Coast, 
December 31, 1894. 


GOLD Coast. 
1893. 
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GRENADA. 


ANNUAL REPORT FOR 1893. 


(For Report for 1892, see Colonial Report [Annual} No. 82.) 
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COLONIAL REPORTS. 


The following, among other, Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial _ 
Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained for a few pence from 
the sources indicated on the title page :— 


ANNUAL. 

No. Colony. Year. 

95 | Lagos : - - - - -| 1892 

96 | Sierra Leone ° ° w ~ " - 

97 | Fiji - 2 * “ 7. < sy 

98 | Rodrigues - ~ - - - z x 

99 St. Helena - e a be = d a 
100 | British Bechuanaland - - - - | 1892~93 
101 British Guiana ° - - - - ” 
102 | Newfoundland - . re i -| 1892 
103 | Jamaica - - - - . - | 1899-93 
104 | Victoria - - - - - -| 1892 
105 | Bermuda - - . ™ . -| 1893 
106 | Gambia - m bs - é , . 
107 | Hong Kong - - - - ; # 
108 St. Vincent ° « - - is ee 
109 Gibraltar - - é . ‘ : s: 
110 | Bahamas - S - a os « 2 
111 Turks and Caicos Islands - - - " ‘ 
112 | Leeward Islands - - . te . = 
113 Barbados - . ° a . * = 
114 Malta - - - ‘ a . es 
115 Zululand - - - . ° ‘ 
116 British Honduras - ° - = é hs 
117 Trinidad and Tobago - - ~ - Pe 
118 Falkland Islands - - « . - is 
119 | Rodrigues - - ° - . . ‘ 
120 Mauritius - - - - - - 9 
121 Straits Settlements - ° - . - ~ 
122 | Labuan - . : 2 y _ a 
123 | Basutoland - - - - - - | 1893-94 
124 | St. Lucia - - - fs . -| 1893 
125 St. Helena - ~ ‘ - = : 
126 | Ceylon - - . - - ™ a 
127 | F jl : - - - ” = a 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

No. Colony. Subject. 

1 Gold Coast . - | Economic Agriculture, 

2 Zululand - ° - | Forests. 


3 SierraLeone  - - | Geology and Botany. 
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No. 128. 
GRENADA. 


[For Report for 1892, see Colonial Report (Annual) No, 82.} 


Sir Cuas. Bruce to the Marquess of Ripon. 


My Lokrp, Grenada, October 27, 1894. 
I wave the honour to transmit the Blue Book of the Colony 
of Grenada for the year 1893, 


2. The Revenue of the year 1893 was raised from the same 
sources as in 1892 without additional taxation. It amounted to 
59,2101.,.as compared with 55,818/., the revenue of 1892. ‘The 
Expenditure was 58,0391., as compared with 59,5702 in 1892. The 
surplus of Revenue was therefore 1,1712.; but this surplus was due 
to the fact that in the month of December duty was paid on all the 
available stock of rum in bond, in anticipation of an increase of 
duty, to take effect from the 1st of January 1894, by the substitution 
of the proof gallon for the liquid gallon as the measure of collection. 
The other heads of Revenue which showed improved receipts were 
Customs, Interest and Telephones. 


3. The economy of expenditure was effected chiefly in the 
Department of Public Works, in which there was a decrease of 
over 2,800/. as compared with 1892. On the other hand, the charge 
on account of the Public Debt exceeded the charge of the previous 
year by about 900/. The balance of Assets over Liabilities on 
the 3lst of December was 2,273/. 


4, The Public Debt at that date amounted to 96,1002, inclusive 
of loans secured on the General Revenue of the Colony, but for 
which Local Boards are responsible. During the year, debentures 
to the amount of 6,300/. bearing interest at 44 per cent. were con- 
verted into Inscribed Stock bearing interest at 4per cent., and a 
small balance of 4752, 5 Per Cent. Debentures held in Grenada was 
redeemed. 

5. The value of the Colony’s exports rose to 316,0631., as 
eompared with 264,643/. in 1892. The average value of exports 
for the four years preceding 1892 was 232,000/. ‘The export of 
cocoa amounted to 93,668 cwt., of the estimated value of 281,000/,, 
as compared with 75,369 cwt., of the value of 226,1002, exported in 
1892. In 1883 the export of cocoa was 46,351 cwt., of the value 
of 139,0532. In 1873 there were exported 24,154 cwt. of cocoa, 
of the value of 61,8112 

I 95449. Wt 20348. 
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6. The export of spice (nutmegs) in 1893 is returned at 2,086 
cewt., of the value of 14,546/., as compared with 2,235 cwt., of the 
value of 15,650/., exported in 1892. In 1883 the export of spice 
was 957 ewt., of the value of 5,360. In 1873, 170 cwt. of spice 
were exported, of the value of 1,275. The present price of nutmegs 
has made proprietors cautious about the extension of this cultivation. 


7. Sugar has ceased to be an export of significance. It is note- 
worthy that in a Colony in which sugar was a few years ago the 
staple export, the export in 1893 amounted. to only 1,170 cwt., of 
the value of 7311.; while the import amounted to 2,061 cwt., of the 
reputed value in the local market of 2,564. In 1892 the export 
was only 170 cwt. In 1883 the export was 36,995 cwt. of the value 
of 25,8961.; in 1873 there were exported 72,366 cwt. of sugar of 
the value of 56,3867. The sugar industry is at present almost 
exclusively confined to the manufacture of Muscovado for local 
consumption, molasses and rum. In 1893 local stills yielded 62,807 


- gallons of rum, of the reputed value of 7,851/. 


8. The export of cotton and cotton seed, the principal produce 
of the Island of Carriacou, was less than in 1892, owing to, an 
unfavourable season. The cultivation of coffee is extending, but 
the export of 1898 fell short of that of 1892. : 


9. Among the minor agricultural industries which appear to be 
of steadily growing promise may be mentioned the cultivation of 


fruit, plantains and kola. The export of fruit, chiefly to Trinidad, 


has increased five-fold during the last few years. The hope enter- 
tained that the subsidy given to a direct line of steamers to New 
York would open a flourishing fruit trade with America, has not — 
been realised, but the direct steamer service gave a general stimulus 
to commerce with the United States. The volume of this trade in 
1893 was, however, not quite equal to the trade of 1892. 


10. The value of imports during the year amounted to 166,6782, 
as compared with 158,7022 in 1892. The imports in detail show 
no variation of importance. | 


11. Aggregating exports and imports, the volume of foreign 
trade amounted to 482,7412 of which the United Kingdom claims 
376,2551., British Colonies 46,3572, the United States 53,0632, 
France and the French colony of Martinique 5,122/. 


12. No Public Work of importance was commenced or completed 
during the year ; but the telephone system was extended, and has 
proved a great success. When one of Her Majesty’s Ships visits 
the port of St. George, an apparatus is placed on board, and within 
half an hour the Commander is placed in communication with 
every part of the Island. The Public Roads continued to be well 
maintained under the Road Boards. 


13. The legislation of the year included three Ordinances of 
general interest. An Ordinance was passed to amend and 
consolidate the laws relating to Primary Education. The Board 
of Education constituted under this enactment is engaged on a 
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Revised Code of Rules for the management of Primary Schools. 
An Ordinance was also passed to adapt the law of the Colony to 
the Imperial Act relating to bills of exchange, cheques, and 
promissory notes, At the end of the year the tonnage due levied 
on vessels entering the Port of St. George was abolished, and a 
water-rate charged on water supplied to vessels in the Port. 


14, The estimated population of the Colony on the 31st of 
December was 56,413, showing a natural increase at the rate of 
rather less than two per cent. per annum on the population 
enumerated by the census of 1891. The births of the year were 
almost exactly divided between legitimate and illegitimate. It is 
satisfactory to add that the illegitimate birth-rate has showed a 
steady decline-for four years. The death-rate of the year was 
24°96 per 1,000; the average rate for the Jast six years was 
23°55 per 1,000. The health of the Cclony was good 
throughout the year, with the exception of an outbreak of fever of 
malarial type in Carriacou in the autumn. 


15. The criminal statistics for the year show an increase in 
the convictions for petty offences, but this appears to be due, to a 
large extent, to increased activity on the part of the Police. 
Convictions for using foul or abusive language materially swell 
the statistics under this head. I am inclined to think that the 
prison population of the Colony might with advantage be reduced 
by the adaptation of local legislation to the principles governing the 
treatment of first offences in England. 


16. The transactions of the Savings Bank were disturbed in 
1892 by circumstances connected with the system of police pensions 
and rewards; they have now resumed their regular course of 
progress. In 1888 the number of depositors was 277, with a 
balance at credit of depositors, on the 31st of December, of 5,6322. ; 
in 1893 the number of depositors was 716, with a balance at 
their credit, on the 31st of December, of 7,9942. 

17. On the whole, it may be said that the year 1893 was a year 
of prosperity and progress in Grenada. 

I have, &c. 
CuarLes Bruce. 


GrenaDa. 
1893. 
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No. 133. 
BRITISH GUIANA. 


ANNUAL REPORT FOR 1893-4. 


(For Report for 1892-3 see Colonial Report [Annual] No. 101.) 


Presented to both Wouges of Parliament by Command af Ber Majesty. 
May 2, 1895. 


LONDON: 


PRINTED FOR HER MAJESTY’S STATIONERY OFFICE, 
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COLONIAL REPORTS. 


The following, among other, Repofts relating to Her Majesty’sColonial 
Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained for a few pence from 
the sources indicated on the title page :-— 


ANNUAL. 
No. Colony. Year. 
101 | British Guiana - - - - - | 1892-93 
102 | Newfoundland - - - - - | 1892 
103 | Jamaica - > . - ° - | 1892-3 
104 | Victoria - - - - - -| 1892 
105 | Bermuda - - - = " - | 1893 
106 | Gambia - - * < 4 
107 | Hong Kong » - - ° - an 
108 | St. Vincent - - - ~ fs na 
109 | Gibraltar - - - ° ° 3 a 
110 | Bahamas -. | - - - . z . 
111 | Turks and Caicos Islands - ~ 2 me i 
112 | Leeward Islands - - - - = ae 
1138 | Barbados - - - . < " - 
-114 | Malta - - - -. - . ai 
115 Zululand - - Mi - = a Ss 
116 | British Honduras - - - - nt fa 
117 | Trinidad and Tobago - - x . 43 
118 | Falkland Islands - - > “ hs 
119 | Rodrigues - - - - . : x 
120 | Mauritius - - - - = . - 
121 | Straits Settlements - - . s * 
122 | Labuan - - . e 4 ‘ “ 
123 | Basutoland ° - . . - | 1893-94 
124 | St. Lucia - - - « - -| 1893 
125 | St. Helena - - - _ E a 
126 | Ceylon - - - = 4 ‘ ~ 
127 | Fiji - - - - . . 2 
128 | Grenada - - . is is ~ - 
129 | Sierra Leone - - - - ail se 
130 | British Bechuanaland - - - - | 1893-94 
131 | British New Guinea - 1 ° - 11892-3 & 
1893-4 
132 | Lagos - : - - - -| 1893 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
No. Colony. Subject. 


i LS ED 


Gold Coast a 


1 Economic Agriculture. 
2 | Zululand - 
3 


Forests. 
Geology and Botany. 
Emigration. 


Sierra Leone - 
Canada - - 
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No. 133. 
BRITISH GUIANA. 


[For Report for 1892-3 see Colonial Report (Annual) No. 101.] 


Sir C. C. Less to the MARQUESS oF Ripon. 


Government House, Georgetown, 
My Lorp MarqQuEss, Demerara, October 31, 1894. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit the Blue Book for the year 
1893-94, together with the report of the Assistant Government 
Secretary thereon. 

1 have, &c. 
C. C. Lrss, 


Governor. 


REPORT ON THE BLUE Book FOR THE YEAR 1893-94, 


TAXATION, 


The alterations in taxation during the year under review were 
few and unimportant. The Combined Court which met in 
March, 1893, passed short Ordinances, extending for one year 
from the 1st April the operation of the Tax and Customs Duties 
Ordinances which were about to expire. The duty payable by 
the holder of a Retail Spirit License on rum taken out of Bond 
over and above the quantity on which his licence is based was 
raised to 6s. 3d. per gallon and the classes of explosives admitted 
under varying rates of duty were re-arranged, 

Within the last few days, however, important alterations have 
taken place in the customs tariff. The United States of America 
having reimposed a duty on the sugars of the Colony, the 
commercial arrangement entered into two anda half years ago 
with the States, under which duties levied here on American 
products were removed or modified has lapsed, and British 

‘Guiana has returned to the customs tariff in force prior to the 
1st April, 1892. Although these changes do not belong to the 
history of the year 1893-94, it may be convenient in a matter of 
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such wide commercial interest to bring this report up to date, and 
I therefore attach as an appendix the new tariff which came into 
force on the 14th instant. 


REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE. 


Revenue. — The revenue of the year 1893-4 amounted to 
602,762/, exceeding that of the previous year by 29,299/., and 
that of 1891-2 by 39,5992. The principal items which exhibit 
an increase are :— 


soe 1892-3. 1893-4. | Cause. 
£ £ 

General import duties - | 242,192 254,159 | Improvement in trade. 
Wines and spirits -| 44,040 45,847 | Increased consumption. 
Rum duty - ° 63,197 67,296 Increased duty. 
Retail spirit licenses -| 77,816 80,152 | Higher classification. 
Acreage tax - - 5,598 8,302 -| Full year at the increased rate. 
Fines and seizures - 4,644 5,741 | Ordinary fluctuation. 


The only item which shews a reduction of any importance is :— 
(>> 


a 1892-3. 1893-4. Cause. 
og 
£ £& 
Government lands, houses, 11,611 9,820 | Withdrawal of labour of farmer 
and establishments. class. 


Expenditure. — The expenditure for the year amounted to 
566,8331., or 24,364/. more than in the previous year; there is 
consequently a surplus on the year’s transactions of 35,929. 


The principal items which exhibit an increase of expenditure 
are— 


— 


ey 


. 1892-3. 


1893-4. | Cause, 
a a | a a cam a ee 


£ £ 
25,006 26,785 Ordinary fluctuation. 


Public Works - 


Immigration : . 35,428 40,888 | Larger number introduced. 

Post Office - ie - | 28,719 25,976 | Increased staff and appliances, 

Medical department o 15,592 20,960 | Planters contribution reduced, 

Police - - -| 59,149 61,161 | Strengthening of force. 

Militia - 5 % 8,492 5,454 | Uniform, pay, and capitation. 

Department of Mines - 2,535 7,247 | Increased work and strengthen- 
‘|. ing department. 

‘Public debt ° -| 42,702 45,491 | Increased sinking fund provi- 


sion. . 


SS SS repeater aeolian oe 
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and the chief amongst those which show a decrease are :— 


oe 1892-3, 1893-4. | Cause. 
£ £ ; 
Government Land Depart- 9,393 8,053 | Work transferred to Depart- 
ment. of Mines. 
Prisons - - - 19,803 17,086 | Lesser number of prisoners. « 
IMPoRTS. 


The following ‘statement shows the principal articles of Food 
imported during the year as compared with the preceding twelve 
months :— 


Statement of the Principal Articles of Food Imported during 
the Years 1892-93 and 1893-94. 


1892-3. 1893-4. 1893-4. 1893-4, 


_ | Increase | Decrease 
Quantity. | Value. | Quantity. | Value. 


Beef; pickled, bris. 1600} 29,207 go | so;  — 4,589 
Bread, lbs. . - 598,260 6,170 671,100 5,492 72,840 _ 
Butter, lbs. - : 597,262 23,888 516,129 22,205 = 81,133 
Corn and pulse, bush. - 137,320 80,593 171,829 | . 34,264 34,009 —- 
Oatmealandcornmeal,lbs.) 1,508,099 5,952 | 1,632,078 5,586 { 128,979 _ 
Fish, dried, cwt. - = 69,498 59,105 65,697 61,901 ae 8,801 
Flour, pris. - 190,853 | 165,591 205,355 155,350 14,502 —_ 
Lard, lbs. - : . 420,548 6,260 886,106 6,897 = $4,442 
Onions, lbs. - - 2,151,254 7,439 3.616,465 9,276 1,465,211 _ 
Pork, bris.- - . 18,387 49,871 19,256 65,511 869 _ 
Rice, lbs. - - + | 87,767,948 153,693 | 39,418,040 | 168,531 1,650,092 —_ 


i 


As a whole the statistics relating to imports are decidedly 
satisfactory. The value amounted to 1,920,710/. or 140,3917. 
more than in 1892-3. The gold industry is directly responsible 
for a large portion of the excess, and indirectly, it may be said, for 


the whole of it, for the enlarged spending power of the people 


indicated by the largerimportations of building material, carriages, 
clothing, haberdashery, — as distinguished from linen, cotton 
and woollen goods, in which there was a falling off,—hardware 
and cutlery, &c., &., is undoubtedly due to the increased 
circulation of money and its more general distributior. 


in. in 
Quantity. | Quantity, 
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Exports. 


The following is a comparative statement of the value of Exports 
in the years 1892-93 and 1893-94, showing the increase or 
decrease in 1893-94, on each item of Export :— 


Value. ; Increase. | Decrease 
Articles. 
1892-3. 1893-4. 1893-4, | 1893-4. 
Sugar - - - 1,560,078. 18 Llomen cho eS fet 5 
Rum ° - -| 202,294 4 8 121,584 1 9 - £0,710 2 11 
Molasses - . - 30,640 18 $3 33,625 9 9 2,984 11 6 ~ 
Gold : - + | 492,937 12 14| 510,710 0 0} 17,772 «7:11 _- 
Timber - - -+| 2188111 OF| 1548814 7 - 6,342 16 54 
Charcoal - - -| 9,24710 14| 9,24618 9 _ 16 4 
Gum, Balata . . 11,296 56 3 18,288 2 6 -_ 8,018 2 9 
Do., other - *, $41 2 9% 82 3 4 ~ 258 19 5% 
Shingles - ° - 1,913 8 3% 1,226 2 7 _- 687 0 & 
Hides ° * ° 1,569 7 11 1,642 12 3 7344 _ 
Cocoanuts - ° . 388 19 2 1711510 | _ 167 3 4 
Chocolate - ° . 469 5 6 2,887 17 3 1,918 11 9 _ 
Coous” = P . 35 14 0 110 5 0 41 0 - 
Isinglass - ° : 263 12 114 293 10 $8 2917 8} ~ 
Cattle and live stock - 948 10 10 87613 4 6617 6 
Bread, biscuits, &c. - 303 6 8 154 9 7 14817 1 
Cassava starch - ° 148 6 8 ~ 148 6 8 
Firewood - ° . 1386 3 0 128 18 10 742 
Fibre ° * ° 73 9 6 $618 0 er 
Lumber - : . 696 11 04 364 011 $32 10 14 
Plantains-  -  - 63 6 0 1416 8 “9 9 4 
oe a eee ean” ee kate a ee ve 
Miscellaneous - ° 2,063 10 94 843.13 04 1,219 17 9 
Corn and pulse - ° 72 1 8 1815 0 53 6 8 


Total. colonial produce - | 2,347,854 10 2 | 2,276,308 0 1 28,111 2 5% 94,657 12 6% 
Totalforéign produce -|  85,35817 2 82,610 6 43 


Total exports - + | 2,483,213 7 4 | 2,358,918 6 5% |: 


Net decrease, colonial - — ban 71,646 10 1 
produce, 1898-4. 
Net decrease, foreign _ _ _ 2,748 10 94 
produce, 1893-4. ; 
£| 2,483,218 7 4 | 2,358,918 6 54 - 74,295 0 103 


The deficiency occurs amongst the staple products of the Colony, 
sugar, rum, and timber, and is only slightly reduced by the 
increases on gold and molasses. The production of sugar was 
less by 5,119 tons, but slightly better prices reduced the actual 
loss in value to 1,452/, 39,759 tons went to the United Kingdom, 
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and 61,615 to the United States. The United Kingdom took. the 


bulk of the rum, 1,810,400 gallons; British North America | 


followed with 76,016 gallons; and the Dutch West Indies with 
62,800. Molasses was more evenly distributed, 807,600 gallons 
went to the French West Indies, 140,200 to French Guiana, 123,000 
gallons to Holland, and 91,800 gallons to British North America. 
Almost all the timber found a market in the United Kingdom, 
which was also the destination of all the raw gold. 


The following comparative statement shows the direction and 
value of the trade of the Colony in 1892-3 and 1893-4: — 


Imports. Exports. 
Countries. Pa ee A See ee 8 FE 
1892-3. 1893-4. 1892-8. 1893-4. 
United Kingdom . ° 940,051 1, 6,862 1,270,794 1,284,205 
United States- + + 437,895 481,338 980,56 898,464 
British North America ° 91,012 89,809 63,820 98,869 
British West Indies - * 76,993 68,250 25,019 32,085 
Bermuda - ° - 1,014 1,627 1,177 2,068 
East India - - - 134,404 151,957 605 1,652 
Foreign countries other than 86,735 79,057 89,769 91,575 
United States. 

African possessions + ° — 423 486 — 
Newfoundland : - 8,715 1,892 980 ~~ 

Total - #| 1780819 | 1,920,710 | 2493218 | 2908918 


The following statement shows the number of vessels entered 
and cleared at the ports of the oak during the financial 
year 1893 and 1894 :— 


Entered. Cleared. 
Ports. 


No. 


Tons. | Crews. No. 


Steam vessels :—~ 


Georgetown : -- - 189,326 8,010 210 | 178,648 7,886 

New Amsterdam - ~ . 4,138 117 15 14,984 399: 

North Western District - _ _ ~ _ _ 
Waist a es Fas 193,459 | 8127] 925 | 193,627 | 9,285. 


Sailing vessels :— 


Georgetown - . . 125,436 4,286 498 | 124,804 254 
New Amsterdam - “ - 5,839 158 21 5,248 142 
North Western District - . 


85 50 1 30 5 


Totals - - - 131,360 4,494 515 130,082 4,401 
Totals, steam and sailing vessels | 779 | 324,819| 12,621 - $23,709 | 12,686 
* NorE.—These are small boats entering this little port at Barima. and the Clearance 


Stas ane incomplete. Thirty-nine must be deducted from the total of 719 or added to the 
total o 
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The following comparative table distinguishes steam from 
sailing vessels :— 


1892-3. 1898-4. Increase, 1893-4.| Decrease, 1893-4. 
Vessels. } 
No. | Tons. | No.| Tons. | No. | Tons. {| No.| Tons. 
Entered :— : 
Steam Vessels - =| 222] 187,180 | 225 8 
Sailing Vessels - -| 529| 187,427 | 554 25 
Totals - -| 751| 924,507 | 779 28 
Cleared :— 
Steam Vessels - -| 225] 191,122 | 225] 198,627 | — 
Sailing Vessels - -| 526] 187,005 515 | 180,082 | — 


Totals - -| 751 {| 328,197 | 740| 923,709 | — 


Looat REVENUES, 


Georgetown, the principal city of the Colony, is favourably. 
situated at the mouth of the Demerara River and is open to the 
sea-breeze. It has 53,000 inhabitants and the municipal affairs 
are administered by a Mayor and Town Council. The municipal 
revenue for the year amounted to 50,265/. including a grant from 
general revenue of 4,166/., and taxes on house property bringing 
in 27,9382. The expenditure was 53,7841, of which 7,586/. 
went in redemption of bonds, and 4,455/. in interest on loans, 
the remainder being spent on town maintenance or works of 
improvement. 

The city is now lit by electricity, the rectangular formation of 
the streets lending itself readily to the system of arc lamps which 
during the year superseded the former combination of gas and 
incandescent lamps. 


New Amsterdam, the only other town of importance as regards 
resident population (8,903) is situated about 12 miles up the Berbice 
River and. has also its Mayor and Town Council. The revenue 
and expenditure for the year amounted respectively to 7,963/. and — 
7,9541, 

On the 23rd June, the Mayor and Town Council obtained from 
the Combined Court a further loan of 5,625/. for the improvement 
and completion of the Water Supply of the Town. The total 
cost of the new scheme is estimated at 8,3301, but the Mayor and 
Town Council have the difference in hand from their last loan. 


Villages.—Nineteen villages, with a population of 28,233, 
conducted their own affairs during the year on a semi-independent 
basis, Plaisance is the largest (3,187) and Craig the smallest 
(395). A tax of 2 per cent. on houses and land (in one village 
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3 per cent.) yielded 3,951/. The expenditure on these villages 
amounted to 4,053/. 

At the close of the year the unexpended balance of the sum of 
2,083/. at the disposal of the Central Board of Health for urgent 
and unforeseen expenses, was handed over to the villagers to meet 
the cost of many pressing works which had attended the first year 
of the new village adrainistration system, and loans to the extent 
of 1,650/. were made by the Governor-in-Council from funds 
provided for the purpose by the Combined Court. 


Pusiic Dest. 


The total Debt of the Colony on the 31st March, 1894, was— 


For sums borrowed for Public Purposes for 
which the revenue of the Colony is directly £ 
pledged - - - - - 719,200 
For sums borrowed by Corporations or Public 
Bodies under the authority of Special 
Laws, and on the security of the revenue 
of the Colony - - - - 157,675 


the total amount for which the revenue of the Colony is pledged 
being therefore 876,875/. 

But from out of the first-mentioned sum there has been lent 
to Corporations and Public Bodies on security of their revenues a 
further sum of 334,995/., so that the amount by which the total 
Public Debt is reduced by loans repayable, is really 492,6701. 
leaving a Public Debt for money borrowed and. spent on Public 
Works of 384,205/. 


The following is a statement of loans and advances referred to 
in the last paragraph— 


To the Mayor and Town Council of George- mal 
town - “ - - - 105,416 
To the Mayor and Town Council of New 
Amsterdam - - ~ - 18,645 
To Commissioners in aid of Water Supply 
Works” - - - - - 137,405 
Miscellaneous Loans recoverable — - - 173,529 


Pusiic Works. 


‘The expenditure from current revenue on maintenance, repairs, 
and additions amounted to 26,988/., and vn new works charged 
to loan account to 24,4471. Amongst the latter works were a 
female ward for the almshouse in Berbice ; a new hospital for the 
Convict Prison at Massaruni; additional accommodation at the 
Onderneeming Industrial School, Magistrate’s houses at Kalacoon 
and on the Essequebo Coast, and a Quarantine Station at the 
mouth of the Demerara River. 
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MiuitaRy ExpPrEenpDITURE. 


The defences of the Colony are entrusted to a semi-military 
armed force of police and a militia. The latter consisted at the 
close of the year of the Colonel-Commandant, who is also 
‘Inspector-General of Police, 13 officers and 303 privates. Since 
then, however, the term of service of a large number of privates 
has expired, and an ordinance has been passed permitting 
re-engagement for one year instead of three years.. The expendi- 
ture on the force amounted to 5,460/. 


LEGISLATION. 


The legislation of the year consisted of 29 Ordinances, and 
was remarkable for an important work of consolidation of the 
criminal laws of the Colony. ‘The subjects dealt with were, the 
Supreme Court, the Magistrate Courts, petty debts and damages, 
summary conviction offences, summary conviction offences 
procedure, indictable offences, indictable offences procedure, 
evidence, appeals, &c. The magnitude of the work may be 
gathered from the fact that this work of consolidation demanded 
the repeal of 121 ordinances, parts of ordinances or Orders-in- 
Council, which was accomplished by one repealing Ordinance. 


PouitTicaL FRANCHISE. 


There is no alteration to record under this head and there has 
been no political agitation of any sort during the year. The 
annual registration of voters resulted in an increase of 13, the 
total being now 2,388. In the county of Demerara, there was an. 
increase of 14; in the county of Exssequebo an increase of seven, 
and in the town of New Amsterdam a reduction of 11. 


Civiz EsTaABLISHMENT. 


There were fewer changes than usual in the Civil Establishment 
during the year, His Excellency Sir Charles Cameron Lees, 
K.C.M.G,, who succeeded the Right Honourable Viscount 
Gormanston, K,C,M.G., arrived in the Colony and assumed the 
Government on the 5th July. Sir Charles Bruce, K.C.M.G., 
went on leave on the 27th July, and was shortly after appointed 
Governor of the Windward Islands. The Hon. Francis Villiers, 
C.M.G., acted as Government Secretary from the departure of 
Sir Charles Bruce until the arrival of his successor, the 
Honourable Cavendish Boyle, C.M.G. 

Chief Justice Sir David Chalmers was absent on leave from the 
4th May to the 30th September, and later on for a few weeks on 
special service in Jamaica. His Honour Mr. Justice Sheriff acted 
as Chief Justice on both occasions. 
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The Honourable Dr.Carrington, Q.C., C.M.G., Attorney-General, 
also left on the 22nd February, on leave of absence, during which he 
has been engaged on the preparation of a new and revised edition 
of the Statute Laws of the Colony, Mr. Kingdon, Q.C., the 
Solicitor-General, hasacted as Attorney-General in Dr. Carrington’s 
absence. , | 

The Report of the Directors of the Widows’ and Orphans’ Fund 
shows that thirteen Public Officers died in 1893 whilst in the 
service, amongst whom were Mr. W. S, Turner, Chief Commissary, 
and the Venerable Thomas Farrar, Archdeacon of Demerara. 
Of these nine left widows, who were provided for by the 
Fund. 


PoruLaTION.: 


The vital statistics again exhibit an excess of deaths ovey births, 
the figures being respectively 9,580 and 7,593. Heavy as the 
former unfortunately is, it is gratifying to find it below the previous 
year, when, owing chiefly to the influenza epidemic, the deaths 
numbered 11,070. Immigration from India, after deducting those 
who returned to that country, augmented the population by 2,271, 
thus leaving an estimated decrease in the population at the close 
of the year of 16, the actual figures being 278,279, There has 
however been a desultory immigration from the neighbouring 
Islands of which no official record exists, which more than compen- 
sates for the apparent deficit. 


ImMMiGRATION, 


India supplied the Colony with 5,236 immigrants during the 
year, (3,214 met 1,303 women and 719 children), more by 543 
than the number introduced during the previous year: 257 of 
these had served in British G:uiana before, and 192 had been in 
other Colonies, . 

The immigrant population on 31st December, 1893, was 110,046 ; 
of this number 18,181 were indentured, 35,064 unindentured, and 
15,709 children ; the number not residing on estates was estimated 
at 41,092, ‘The mortality amongst the former was 2°60 per cent. 
amongst the unindentured 3‘30 per cent., and amongst the children 
5°67 per cent., figures which compare favourably with the year 
before. 

The amount remitted by immigrants to their friends and re- 
latives in India was 3,0612, and 118.4312 steod to their credit in 
the Savings Banks of the Colony. They owned 15,000 head of 
cattle and 2,700 sheep. 

1,848 immigrants availed themselves of the privilege of a free 
return passage to India and took with them savings amounting to 
18,283/, in money and 3,541/. in jewellery, the largest amount 
owned by one man being 7391. 
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An important alteration in the conditions ander which Emigrants 
are engaged in India has been sanctioned of the Imperial and 
Indian Governments. It is embodied in the following Resolution 
of the Court of Policy :— 


Be it resolved—That this Court approves of the proposals made 
by the Government of India, with respect to the question of the 
Return Passages of indentured East India Immigrants to this 
Colony, such proposals being as follows :— 

(1.) The Emigration Agent for this Colony in India may, and, 
subject to the direction of the Governor, shall, refuse to 
engage as immigrants to this Colony persons who have 
previously proceeded to this Colony as immigrants and 
have returned to India, except upon the condition that 
such persons shall have no right to a free return 
passage ; 

(2.) The said Emigration Agent, in engaging as immigrants to 
this Colony persons who have not previously proceeded 
to this Colony as immigrants and returned to India, shall 
make it a condition of the contract of engagement that 
such persons, not being destitute or disabled persons, shall 
at the termination of ten years continuous residence 
in the Colony, provided they have during that time 
obtained, or become entitled to, a certificate of exemption 
from labour, if they desire to return to India, be entitled 
to a return passage on the payment of one-fourth of the 
passage-money in the case of men and of one-sixth in the 
case of women ; 

(3.) Persons described in paragraph (2.) of this Resolution who 
after fulfilling the conditions therein mentioned, are 
destitute or disabled shall be entitled to a free return 
passage ; and 

(4.) Persons dependent on persons described in paragraphs (2.) 
and (3.) of this Resolution shall be entitled to a free 
return passage along with the persons on whom they are 
dependent, 


EDUCATION, 


There were 114 students at Queen’s College at the close of the 
year, practically the same as in the previous year. ‘This is a 
Government Institution and the course of instruction is the same 
as that of a Public School or First Grade Grammar School in 
England. At the Cambridge Local Examination held at George- 
town in December, 1893, thirteen students passed, eleven of them 
taking honours. A scholarship is granted annually, on the results 
of the Cambridge Local Examination held in December, of the 
value of 2007, per annum tenable for three years, or, in the event 
of the holder selecting the medical profession, 150/. per annum, 
tenable for five years, witha free passage to England and back in 


either case. 
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_ Primary education was conducted as hitherto by State-aided 

denominational schools, and the year’s figures show a small but 
gratifying progress, The number of State-aided Schools had in- 
creased by ten and now stands at 197, the grants earned amounted 
to 18,798/., as against 17,894, the numbers of pupils on the books 
and in average attendance were respectively 26,872 and 14,721, 
also a proportionate increase, and the cost to the Colony per child 
examined, exclusive of the establishment, was 12, 1s, 2d. 

At the Combined Court in March last the necessary funds were 
voted to provide some scholarships and prizes to pupils of primary 
schools. The former will enable a pupil to proceed direct from a 
primary school to an approved higher grade school, where in 
turn he will be eligible to compete for the colonial scholarship, 
which will take-him home and give him a profession, 


AGRICULTURE, 


The following is a comparative statement of the quantities and 
value of Sugar, Rum, and Molasses exported in 1892-3 and 
1893—4 :— 

a Ae ee JN ore en eres eae ON Sl 


1892-3. 1893-4. 
Quantities. | Value. Quantities. Value. 
£ £ 
Sugar -| 112,880tons .- . - | 1,569,973 | 107,177 tons. - + | 1,568,520 
Rum - | 2,579,050 galls. - . + | 202,294 | 1,994,550galls, « - «| 121,684 
Molasses - | 1,017,600 ,, © : -| 30,641 71,202,700 ,,  - - +| 83,695 


It is to be regretted that there is not a more favourable year to 
chronicle under this head. Heavy rains and the reduction of 
cultivation reduced the sugar crop by some 5,000 tons, but the 
slightly better prices which averaged during’ the year kept the 
total value up to within 1,450/. of 1892-3. But towards the 
close of the year prices again fell and at the time of writing the 
quotations are 33 cents per |b. in the American market, and 
13s. 6d, to 16s. 6d. per ewt. in the English market, a serious 
drop from the figures of this date last vear, viz. 19s. 3d. to 20s, 6d. 
perewt. The falling off in the price of Rum also is a cause of the 
greatly lessened production. 

The amalgamation of certain estates and the abandonment of 
others reduced the number of sugar plantations at the close of 
the year to 74, and the number of acres in cane cultivation fell 
from 76,100 to 69,814. The cultivation of plantains on sugar 
estates becomes less year by year, and there are now only 1,917 
acres in plantains, and although many piantain farms of which there 
is no official record still exist, this vegetable has practicall y ceased, 
from its comparative scarcity, to be the staple food of the African 
population. 
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The wages paid on the sugar estates appear from the figures 
supplied by the Agricultural Committe of the Royal Agricultural 
and Commercial Society to have remained at much the same rate, 
with the exception of shovelmen, weeders, and masons, who 
obtained slightly higher pay. 

There were no marked improvements in the mode of manufacture 
during the year. 


MINES AND FISHERIES. 


Mines.—There was but a slight increase in the output of Gold 
during the year, the amount being 138,527 ozs. as against 134,124 
ozs. for the previous year. 1,425 new placer, and 751 mining claims, 
were located, but, of course, all are not worked, many being 
speculative locations abandoned after trial as unpayable; the 
figures are therefore only an index to the activity of prospectors. 
That there has not been any reduction in this yield from the 
placers is a matter for congratulation, for the labour supply is 
limited, and a considerable amount of it has been withdrawn from 
placer for preliminary works on the quartz reefs, and on other 
large but at present unproductive works. There has been a pause 
too, due to various causes, amongst which may perhaps be found 
the difficulties which arose as regards effectual search and which 
have been set right by legislation. The breathing time thus 
obtained will doubtless result in the industry being proceeded with 
on a more solid and less speculative basis. 

Shortly after the discovery of quartz last year, several companies 
and syndicates were formed for the purpose of working the reefs 
and at the close of the year the seven principal companies, with 
a total capital of 217,000/. and a paid-up capital of 81,000/., were 
engaged in various stages of preliminary work. Only one company 
has reached the point of having erected machinery and commenced 
crushing and their concession is on the Demerara River. The 
others are in the North-West District. There is, of course, no 
record of the capital invested by numerous unregistered syndicates 
and small companies, or individuals who are carrying on mining 
in various parts of the Colony, 

The conditions of labour at the gold diggings are, perhaps, 
best described in the following extract from a memorandum pre- 
pared by Mr. E. P. Wood, Commissioner of Mines, for the 


information of correspondents :— 


Climate——The Climate is something like Northern Queensland, 
too hot to do hard manual work, but not too hot to prospect and 
to superintend the work afterwards. ‘The heat in the shade is 
seldom more than 90°, though it is a very exhausting heat, and 
equal, in my opinion, to 120° in some other countries. There are 
supposed to be two wet seasons in the year, about Christmas and 
Midsummer, for two months each. The raiz all may be taken 
about 110 inches a year. 
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Mode of Working and Labour.—Where the gold is being found 
in British Guiana is up the different rivers at a distance of from 
100 miles from Georgetown to 300 miles. The richest district 
is the Potaro River, a branch of the Essequebo. Then there is the 
North-West District, the Cuyuni, Mazaruni and Demerara Rivers 
in all of which gold is being obtained. The return from these 
districts during the last 12 months for placer washing, was :— 


| ees Ozs. 


Essequebo - - - - 72,287 
North West District - - - 31,837 
Cuyuni - - - - -| 24,978 
Mazaruni - ~ - - 9,418 
Demerara - - - - 5 


Total - - - | 138,527 


It is all forest land, very dense, and, the way of getting to the 
different places is by boat, the rivers all being navigable for a 
great distance inland. People intending gold-digging either buy 
or hire (the former generally) a boat sufficiently large to carry 
say 12 or 14 men, and three months’ provisions. They then 
engage and register a certain number of labourers. ‘There are 
steamers leaving once a week for the North-West District, and 
every day for Bartica, a settlement at the junction of the three 
rivers, Cuyuni, Mazaruni, and Essequebo. There you have to 
take to your boat and paddle to your destination. 


Requirements—All food, tools, &¢., can be obtained in 
Georgetown, at reasonable rates. Boats can be made at a cost of 
about 252 A labourer’s wage is 2s. 8d. per diem and his food, 
the cost of which is about 10d. a day. 

Royalty and Licenses —The royalty on all gold obtained in 
the Colony is 3s. 9d. per ounce, which has to be paid in to 
the Colonial Treasury in Georgetown before the gold can be 
sold. 

A prospecting licence costs 2s 1d. per month; for every 
grant of ‘a mining claim 8s. 4d. a month, and for every grant of a 
placer claim 3s. 2d. per month. 

Alluvial Working.—The size of each claim is 1,500 by 500 feet, 
and asa rule the depth of stripping is about four feet and the 
wash about two; heavily timbered all of it. Water is fairly 
plentiful, but has very little fall, and in a good many claims 
Californian pumps or spear pumps might be used advantageously 
instead of bailing with buckets as at present. 


Reef Claims are not being worked at present, only one company 
erecting machinery. The quartz is very rich, many surface 
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samples assaying 50 ounces to the ton, and though these may have 
been fancy pieces, yet, even where there is no visible gold, they 
often give 8 to 10 ounces. So little work has been done on the 
reefs that itis quite out of the question to give much of an account 
of them. They are of all sorts and sizes, quartz very friable, and 
as far as I have seen not cased quite as one would wish, but 
still there has been so little done as yet that one cannot form a 
very correct judgment on permanency. Everything would point 
to there being an exceedingly rich reefing district, and the chief 
thing needed isa class of men that understand mining. The 
labourers will have to be educated up to underground work, but 
there is no reason why they should not make good miners eventually. 
Timber for mining purposes grows in plenty on every claim, and 
each claim-holder is entitled to cut what he requires free. If 
more is required, a wood-cutting grant can be obtained at a small 
rental. At present there are very few White men working, nearly 
all the parties are composed of blacks, financed by store-keepers 
and others in town. This mode of working must very shortly 
collapse, as the gold in many cases does not find its way to the real 
owners, and it is only a spirit of gambling that keeps the thing 
up. No doubt, eventually the labourers will form themselves 
into parties and work for themselves, but they are such an 
improvident lot that they scarcely ever save money enough to fit 
themselves out with even clothing before they leave for the mines. 
Another thing, they will not truat each other, but this might be 
got over by dividing the gold each night. 

The only Geological Survey is a book called “ Reports on the 
Geology of British Guiana,” by Charles B. Brown, F.G.S., and 
J. G. Sawkins, printed and sold by Longman, Green, & Co., 
London, 

The best time of the year to arrive in British Guiana is about 
October, but with the exception of July, August and September, 
there is very little difference in the climate all the year round. 

Flooded rivers do not stop the boats going up, except on very 
rare occasions. 

Diamonds.—Several diamonds have been found by chance in 
panning off the gold at the end of a day’s work, and, if found like 
this, any old diamond miner would say they must be in pretty: 
large quantities. I have no doubt but that if a small pulsating. 
machine were tried, that diamond mining would pay. In sluicing 
there is but little chance of a diamond stopping in the box and 
still less chance of its being discovered in panning off, many of the 
labourers employed never in their lives having seen a diamond in 
its natural state before, but are only attracted by the peculiarity of 
its shape. 

Fisheries —An interesting feature of the year has been the 
establishment of a deep-sea fishing enterprise, which has supplied 
the market of Georgetown with fresh fish of excellent quality at 
a reasonable price. Boats of about 55 tons register, fitted with 
ice-chambers, are sent out to a bank in the neighbourhood of 
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Latitude 9° N., Longitude 58° W., which shallows to a depth of 

50 to 60 fathoms. A boat makes one trip a week and the catch 
averages about 800 lbs.; the fish brought in are red snappers, 
grouper, with an occasional dolphin, albacore, and Spanish 
mackerel. 


Grants oF LAND. 


The past year was not marked by any great activity amongst 
the woodcutters or the smaller cultivators and the number of acres 
taken up for these purposes respectively was only 8,407 and 2,374, 
as compared with 20,590 and 13,388 in 1892-3. Most of the 
labour hitherto available has been drafted to other industries, and 
the remainder is not sufficient to admit of fresh country being 
opened up. The export of timber fell from 325,863 cubic feet to 
234,870 cubic feet and the price also fell slightly. 

The Ballata industry remained stationary ; 77 new grants were 
issued but the exports fell slightly from 237,405 Ibs. to 205,194 lbs. 


CRIMINAL STATISTICS. 


The criminal statistics of the Colony are again very satisfactory 
in comparison to former years. The total number of offences 
reported to the Police fell from 10,790 to 10,417, the summary 
convictions in the Magistrates Courts fell from 12,462 to 11,500. 
In the Superior Courts the number of convictions for the graver 
offences was 166, or 30 less than in the previous year, but amongst 
them are, unfortunately, to be found four cases of murder and nine 
of manslaughter. 

The total number of persons committed to prison was 5,736, as 
against 5,806 during the previous year. Men 4,639, (a decrease 
of 177); Women 982, (an increase of 107); and juveniles 115 
(the same). 

Prison discipline has been well maintained and the value of 
prisoners’ labour on public works, &c., is estimated at 9,3817, 
compared with 5,6831, for the previous year. Six prisoners escaped 
and all were recaptured. Whipping was only inflicted once for a 
prison offence, and six times by order of the Courts. 

The granite used in repairing the streets of Georgetown and in 
sea defences is obtained by prison labour from the quarries at the 
penal settlement on the river Massaruni, 4,210 tons, of the value 
of 1,094/., being the out-put for the year, and there are also private 
quarries on the Essequebo. The Georgetown Prison supplies a 
large portion of the labour on the sea-wall which protects the town 
at the mouth of the Demerara River. 


Hospita.s. 


The public hospitals of the Colony received and treated 13,414 
atients during the year and there were 1,813 deaths as compared 
with 11,458 cases and 1,714 deaths in the previous year. Out- 
patients to the number of 64,630 also received treatment at the 
public hospitals. 
I 85860. 
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The following table shows the number of cases admitted during 
the year 1893-4 into the several public hospitals of the Colony, 
as compared with those treated in 1892-3, showing also the number 


of deaths under each head :— 
ee eS 


Georgetown. New Amsterdam. 
1892-3. 1893-4. 1892-3. 1893-4. 
Diseases. : 
oe ie Poe a ; | 3 Pe 
b} = = 4 5 4 3 ~~ 
Be Se ae ee om ee See. 
oO =) Oo A Oo o =) 
Zymotic : : - | 3,170 476 | 3,005 482 900 89 737 69 
Constitutional . - 89 49 100 55 
} 4,646 702 | 6,156 856 
Local . . & -C 582 127 621 92 
Developmental . . $12 24 _- cd 45 8 48 12 
By violence : - $22 8 872 4 106 5 | 98 1 
Other diseases . . = _ — _- 80 a 16 = 
Not sick . - 2 — — 213 _ — _ 36 = 
Totals « - | 8450 | 1,210 | 9,746 | 1,342 | 1,802 278 | 1,651 229 
a ten nnn nnn ee EE 
continued. 
ata 
i Morawhanna. 
i 1893-4. 
Diseases, 
mn 
a S 
a 8 
& 1A 
Zymotic- . 199 5 
Constitutional - 
so | 
Local - . 
Developmental - 12 ‘enn 
By violence - 73 2 
Other diseases - 3 — 
Not sick . oa -_ 
Totals -: 537 34 


Lunatic ASYLUM. 


This institution contained a daily average of 408 males and 212 
females. The admissions during the year consisted of 92 males 
and 47 females, 62 were discharged as recovered and 3 as relieved, 
44 males and 26 females died—four more than in 1891. 

272 males and 59 females were daily employed during the year 
in agriculture, trades, or household work. Mechanical restraint or 
seclusion under lock and key has not been resorted to for years, 
while restraint by attendants was limited to interference between 
patients quarrelling or to prevent injury. 
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The patients were divided into the following classes :— 


ee Males. Females. | Total. 
Maniacal and dangerous - - - 60 32 92 
Quiet chronic - - - - 261 132 393 
Melancholy and suicidal - - . 50 26 76 
Idiotic, paralytic, epileptic - * - 35 19 54 
406 209 ess 


LEPER ASYLUM. 


The Leper Asylums at Mahaica and Gorchum contained at the 
close of the year 381 inmates, (294 males and 87 females) 1 less 
than the number on the 3lst March, 1893. Of these 160 were 
natives, 159 coolies, the remainder consisting of Islanders, Africans, 
Chinese, and Portuguese. 76 males and 15 females were admitted 
during the year and one child was born. Seven East Indians 
were sent back to India, two inmates were discharged, 25 absconded, 
while 61 males and 12 females died. 192 males and 18 females 
were employed in agriculture, trades, or household work. 

There is a resident medical officer and a staff of nurses. 

The disease shewed itself in the following form :— 


aes Males. Females. | Total. 
nN LTTE ETE Le CE Ln ee 
Anesthetic - - s - ” 189 50 289 
Tubercular - - - « ° 45 15. : 60 
Mixed : - - - - 60 11 71 


— _— 370 


ce aaa a 

The remaining 11 were non-leprous children in the Asylum 
with their parents. 

Difficulties as regards administration and cost have arisen in 
‘connection with the establishment of a Leper community on 
Liberty Island in the Essequebo river, and the question of 
proceeding with the work there or maintaining the present asylums 
at Mahaica and Gorchum is under the consideration of a 
Committee of the Combined Court. 


Post aND TELEGRAPHS. 


There was an increase of postal and telegraph business in all 
branches. 1,835,087 articles were conveyed through the post. 
Local money orders to the value of 28,2611. were issued and 
foreign money orders reached the figures of 50,172I, the recently 
established money order exchange with the United States having 
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heen taken advantage of to the extent of 1,166/. Only 5,362. 
came into the Colony through the same channel. 12,459 service 
messages and 105,254 private messages were sent over the 
Government Telegraph Lines. 


METEOROLOGICAL. 


This year, like its three immediate predecessors, proved to be a 
wet one and the rainfall amounted to 114 inches, according to the 
record kept at the Botanic Gardens, October was the driest 
month (1°13) and December the wettest (22°97), the maximum 
temperature was 87° in October, and the minimum 73° in January, 
February and March, being also touched at rare intervals in June 
and July during the rains. There was no atmospheric disturbance 
of an unusual nature during the year. Indeed British Guiana is 
out of the hurricane belt and is never visited by anything more 
severe than a slight squall. 


SAVINGS BANKS. 


The Government Treasury Savings. Bank, with its four 
branches, contained at the close of the year 261,936/. at the credit 
of 14,936 depositors, the corresponding figures for the previous 
year being 253,527/., with 14,678 depositors. The deposits during 
the year amounted to 165,030/, and the withdrawals to 163,597. 
Interest at 3 per cent. was paid on deposits, and amounted to 
6,976l. The revenue derived from invested funds was 9,040/. 
210,071/. are in Government securities and deposited in the 
British Guiana Bank, while 48,5997. is on open loan to the 
Colony. 

The number of Post Office Savings Binks was increased by 
five during the year and there are now 16 of them, one having 
been closed. Their business has rapidly increased and the amount 
at credit of 3,120 depositors now stands at 16,534/.; this sum is 
invested in Government Securities. The revenue amounted to 
4721. and the expenditure to 362/. 

As already stated under the heading “ Mines,” in the excitement 
following the discovery of gold reefs in the Demerara River and 
the North-Western District several companies were floated and 
the capital eagerly subscribed. It is always a form of investment. 
which attracts the multitude, and no inconsiderable portion of the’ 
81,0007. which had been actually paid up in the large companies 
and syndicates came from the small savings of old folk and the 
little hoards of the younger people. As, of course, there has not 
at this early date been any return for these investments, it is most 
satisfactory to observe that the Savings Bank deposits have not 
been in any way affected. Not only has there been no shrinkage, 
but the ratio of their increase has not been disturbed. 


Rartways, CanaLs, Roaps AND TELEGRAPHS. 


Railways.—There is only one railway at present, a short line of 
20 miles, from Georgetown to Mahaica, owned by the Demerara 
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Railway Company. It is a prosperous line. In the year under 
review the receipts amounted to 44,560/, and the expenditure to 
26,9897. The Company have undertaken to extend the line to 
New Amsterdam under a Government guarantee of 4 per cent. 
interest for 50 years on the cost of construction, and the details of 
the contract are being arranged between the Company and the 
Crown Agents for the Colonies. A contract has also been entered 
into for the construction of a line of railway connecting the 
Upper Demerara River and the Upper Essequebo River, with the 
object of opening up the interior and facilitating access to some 
of the gold diggings by avoiding the falls in the Essequebo River. 

Roads.—161 eral of road were maintained by Government at a 
cost of 18,7141., and 115 miles were maintained by the proprietors 
of sugar estates through which they run. From the Ist July these 
proprietors will receive a grant from the general revenue of $1. 
per rood in reimbursement of the cost of maintenance. 

Telegraphs.—The Government Telegraph runs along the coast 
from Skeldon in Berbice to Sparta in Essequebo and also along 
the populated portions of the banks of the rivers. 

There are telephone systems in Georgetown and New 
Amsterdam with 418 and 54 subscribers respectively. The total 
mileage of wire is 926 and of cables 74. 


GENERAL. 


Although the past year has been a satisfactory one for the 
Colony, whether viewed from the standpoint of the richness of her 
products, the value and variety of her imports, the absence of any 
large commercial disaster, the evident circulation of money, or 
the increase of Savings Bank deposits despite the demanda of 
gold companies and other enterprises, it must be admitted that the 
depression which settled on the Colony towards the close of the 
year has deepened as the present year grew older. The low price 
of sugar, the phenomenal prospects of the beet crop, the uncertainty 
of the effect on the staple industry of the recent tariff changes in 
the United States, the huge stock of sugar in the States 
accumulated by speculative purchases at the present unremunerative 
rates, have created feelings of anxiety and unrest. But British 
Guiana has passed unshaken through seasons of adverse fortunes 
in the past, and in the present her legislators have not been idle : 
a Committee of the Combined Court is considering the position 
of the Colony, and especially of her chief industry, and their 
deliberations will doubtless result in tiding over present difficulties, 
and restoring to the Colony her wonted spirit of confidence and 
prudent enterprise. 
CHARLES T. Cox, 

Guiana Public Buildings, Assistant Government Secretary. 
September 17, 1894. 
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hotly APPENDIX. 
1893-4. 


TABLE OF SpEciIFIC DuTIEsS oF CusTOMS. 


Article. Rate of Duty. 
£ 7s. da. 
Arrowroot - - - - - - per Ib. 0 0 0} 
Bacon and bacon hams - per Ib. SD OQ04 
Beef, admitted by the Caipotealler of Customs as 
pickled, dried, or smoked = - - per barrel of 200 lbs. 0 6 3 
Blue - = - - - per lb. 0 0 02 
Bran, middlings, and shroets ae ~ - per bushel 0 0 of 
Bread, navy biscuits or Arackert or poker ods - per 100 lbs.| 0 2 1 
Bricks - - - - per 1,000 0 4 2 
Buckets and pails, of all kinds - - per dozen 0 1 03 
Bulls, cows, with or without calves, listers, steers, 
and oxen - - - - - - - per head 1 010 
Butter, made from milk or cream - - - per Ib. 00 1 
Candles, adamantine, hydraulic press composition, 
spermaceti, wax, or any other than simple tallow - per lb. 0 0 2% 
Candles, tallow - - - - per Ib. 0 0 ok 
Cartridges, aki for gum and rifles - - per 100 0 6 8 
Cement - ‘per barrel of 400 Ibs. 0 1 0 
Cheese - - - - per lb. 0041 
Chloral hydrate - - - - - per Ib. O18 
Chloroform - ~ - - per Ib. 0 38 0 
Chocolate and cocoa, prepared otherwise ‘than as 
confectionery - - - - - per Ib, 0 0 2 
Cigars and cigaretttes - - - - - per Ib. 0 5 0 
Clapboards - - per 1,000 running feet 0 4 2 
Coals, including the packages ~ - - per hogshead 014 
Coals, patent fuel, and aes loose - - - per ton 02 1 
Cocoa, raw ss - - - per Ib. 0 0 1} 
Coffee, and all imitations of ‘and substitntes for it, 
chicory, dandelion, and taraxacum (raw) - - per Jb. 00 1g 
Collodion - - - - per gallon 1 010 
Confectionery, including sweetened preserves - per reputed lb. 0 0 23 
Cordage, smekadg gaekerng : - - per 112 lbs. 0 4 2 
Corks, cut - - - per Ib. 00 5 
Corn or maize, crustied feed and around feed - - per bushel 0 0 5 
Corn Brooms - - - - - - per dozen 0 010: 
Cornmeal and oatmeal - - - - - per 100 Ibs. 0 1 19 
Dogs - - - - - - - per head 1 UVlo 
Donkeys - - per head 0 4 2 


Dynamite, gun-cotton, “lithofracteur, ‘and all other 
explosives, (except gunpowder) admitted by the 
Comptroller of Customs as pese for _Haatag 


purposes ~ per lb. 00 2 
Gunpowder and fuses, admitted by the Comptroller of 

Customs as explosives for blasting purposes - - per lb. 0 0 o2 
Gunpowder and all other explosives other than fireworks, 

not admitted by the Comptroller of Customs as 

explosives for blasting purposes - per Ib. 0 010 


Fireworks, which in the opinion of the Comptroller of 
Customs are manufactured with a view to produce a 
pyrotechnic effect - - - - - per Ib. 01 8 
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Article. Rate of Duty. 
£ os. d. 
Essences, flavouring - - - - - per pint 01 3 
Ether, acetic - - - - - per Ib. a 
Ether, sulphuric - - - . - per gallon 012 6 
Ethyl, Iodide of - - - - - per gallon 012 6 
Fish, dried - - - - - - per 112 lbs. a a | 
‘Fish, pickled, say :— 
mackerel - - - - per barrel of 200 Ibs. 0 4 2 
Salmon - - - - per barrel of 200 lbs. 0 8 4 
And all other sorts = - - - per barrel of 200 lbs. ae | 0} 
Fish, preserved, in tins or bottles - - - per lb. 0 0 04 
Fish, smoked - - - - - - per lb. 0 0 of 
Flour, of all descriptions - - per barrel of 196 Ibs. 0 4 2 
Ganjé - - - - - - - per lb. 016 8 
Garlic - - . - - ~ -. per Ib. 0 0 Of 
Gelatine - - - - - - per lb. 0 0 2h 
Ghee - - - - - - - per lb. O-0 3 
Ginger, raw - - -. - - + per Ib. | 
Goats, with or without kids . - “ - per head © 1 Of 
‘Grain, of every description not otherwise specified, and 
every kind of beans, pease and pulse of every 
description and every kind, and whether whole or 
split - - “ - - - - per bushel 0 0 25 
Gums - ~ * - - - - per lb. 0 0 13 
Hair - - - - - - per Ib. 0 0 2 
Hams, and all other dried or smoked meats, including 
sausages other than in tins : - ~ per Ib. 0.0 1 
Hay and chaff - - - - - per 100 lbs; 0. @ 8 
Honey - - - - - - per lb. 0 0 24 
Hoops, iron - - . - - - per 112 lbs. 00 5 
Hoops, wood - * - - - per 1,000 °0 6 8 
Horses—stallions under fourteen and a half hands in 
height - ~ - - - - per head 2016 8 
Horses, all others - ‘ - - - per head 19 2 
Tsinglass - * - ~ * - per lb. 0 0 24 
Lard - - - - : - - per Ib. 0 0 Of 
*Lumber, of all kinds per 1,000 feet board measure 08 4 
Malt, liquor, in wood - : - - - per gallon 0 0 5 
Malt liquor, in bottle - = - per dozen reputed quarts a 10 
Malt liquor, in bottle - - - per dozen reputed quarts 0 0 6 
Matches in boxes, if in packages containing not less 
than 10 gross, - per gross of boxes of 100 matches each 0 2 6 
Matches in boxes, if in packages containing less than 
10 gross, - - per gross of boxes of 100 matches each v0 5 0 
Matches, packed otherwise - - - per 15,000 matches 08 4 
Match splints, in cases containing each equal to 10 
gross of matches of the ordinary length - - per case o18 7 
Meats, preserved, in tins ~ - - - per lb. 0- Oa 
Milk, preserved, and compounds thereof - - per lb. 00 1 
Mules - - - - + - per head 1. O70. 
Muskets, rifles, guns, and fowling-piece - -, each 0 8 4 
Oats - - - - - - - per bushel 0 0 5 
Oleomargarine and butterine substances - - per lb. 00 1 
Opium, including powdered opium for medicinal purposes, 
charas, extract of opium and bhang - - - per lb. 016 8 
Oils, (other than gasoline or crude petroleum, when 
admitted with the sanction of the Governor-in-Council) 
which give off an inflammable vapour at a temperature 
of less than 73 degrees Fahrenheit, as ascertained by 
the test established in England by the Petroleum Act, 
1879 - « - - - - - per gallon 012 6 


* Spruce and white pine lumber to be subject to a deduction of 5 per cent. for 


splits. 
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British 
mee Article. Rate of Duty. 
£s. d 
Oils, all other, including caster oil, gasoline and crude 
petroleum, when admitted with the sanction of the 
Governor-in-Counci!, (essential, medicinal, and 
perfumed oils excepted), - 2 ew - per gallon 0 1 08 
Paints, and paint stuffs - - -  - = per 112 Ibs. 0 1°63 
Pepper - - - - ° - - per Ib. 0 0 0% 
Percussion caps - - - - - - per 100 0 U0 2 
Pickles and sauces, in bottles - - ° = per quart 0 0 2 
Pickles and sauces, in bottles - - - - per pint 00 1 
Pistols, including revolvers = - ‘ - - each 1 010 
Pitch - - - - - - - per barrel 0 2 1 
Pork, admitted by the Comptroller of Customs as 
pickled - - - - per barrel of 200 lbs. 0 6 38 
Rice - - - - - - - per 100 lbs. 0 1 08 
Rosin - a Oe Oe - - - - per barrel Ovid 
Sago ~ - - - - “ - - per Ib. 0 0 Of 
Saltpetre - - - - - = per Ib. 0 0 of 
Shingles, of all kinds - - - - - per 1,000 02 1 
Shooks, per pack or packs containing shooks, for one 
puncheon or two hogsheads, or three barrels - per pack or packs 00 4 
Shot - - - - - - - per Ib. 001 
Slates (roofing), flagstones and tiles - - - per 1,000 0.4 2 
Snuff - - - - - - - per lb. 0 8 1$ 
Soap and soap powders, perfumery, fancy and toilet - per lb. 00 1 
Soap, all other kinds” - - - - - per lb. 0 0 of 
Spices, pepper, and all seeds, except garden seeds - perlb. 0 0 O04 
Spirits and strong waters; for every gallon computed 
at Sykes’ Hydrometer proof of spirits of every 
description (except perfumed spirits) including 
naphtha or methylic alcohol purified so as to be 
potable, and mixtures and preparations containing 
spirits - - - - - - per gallon 010 5 
Spirits perfumed, not over proof, computed as 
above - - - - - per liquid gallon 012 6 
Spirits, perfumed, over proof, computed as above _ per liquid gallon 016 8 
Where a person importing sweetened spirits, liqueurs, 
bitters and cordials or other preparations containing 
spirits in bottle has entered the same in such a 
manner as to indicate that the strength is not to be 
tested - : - - - - per gallon 016 8 
Spirits, naphtha and methylic alcohol, passed by the 
comptroller of customs as being not potable - - per gallon 0 2 1 
Starch, of all kinds - - - - - per lb. 0 Oo 1 
Staves aud headings—white oak - - - - per 1,000 0 8 4 
Staves of every other description - > - per 1,000 0.6 3 
Sugar - - - - - - - per Ib. 0 0 14 
Tallow, anti-friction grease, axle grease, and similar 
compounds -— - - - - - per Ib. 0 0 Of 
Tapioca - - - - - - - per lb. 0 0 of 
Tar - ~ - - - - - per barrel 0 254 
Tea - - - - - - per lb. 0 0 6 
* Tobacco, in leaf, if in packages not less than a hogshead 
of 800 lbs. - ~ oe iia, - - per lb. 01 8 
* Tobacco, in leaf, if in smaller packages - - per Ib. 0 1 103 
* Tobacco, manufactured (Cigars, Cigarettes, and snuff 
excepted) - - - - - - per Ib. Oo 1 10% 
Tobacco pipes (clay) - - © - ¢ per gross 0 4 2 
Tongues, pickled, dried, or smoked - - - per Ib. 0 01 


ee CTC SL AD 


* Tuty on tobacco to be paid on the weight being certified, either by a sworn 
weigher and gauger or otherwise to the satisfaction of the Comptroller of Customs. 
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Article. Rate of Duty. 
£ os. d 
Turpentine, crude - - - - - per gallon 0-2) 
Turpentine, Spirits of - - - - - per gallon 00 9 
Twine - - - - - - - per Ib. 0 01 
Varnish and polish, not containing spirits - - per gallon 0 0 9 
Varnish and polish, containing any quantity of spirits 
methylated so as not to be potable - - - per gallon Oe =i 


Varnish contaiaing any quantity of spirits any other 
kind, to pay duty as mixtures or preparations con- 
taining spirits. 

The article known as International Composition or 
Rahtjen’s Composition, and any other article 
which, in the opinion of the Comptroller of 
Customs, is of a similar kind, to be regarded as 
varnish and polish containing spirits. 


Vegetables, preserved, in tins - - - = per Ib. 00 i 
Vinegar, and substitutes for vinegar, containing less 
than 10 per cent. of acetic acid - - - per gallon 0 0 5 
Vinegar, and substitutes for vinegar, containing 10 per 
cent. and more of acetic acid, and acetic acid - per gallon 0 2 6 
Wax, Beeswax - - - - - - per lb. 0 o 38 
Wax, Paraffin and Mineral - - - - per Ib. 00 1 
Whitening, except when imported for Manure - - per lb. 0 0 0} 
Wine, the declared value of which is any sum not 
exceeding two dollars a gallon, and containing less 
than 26 per cent. of proof spirit as verified by Sykes’ 
Hydrometer— 
in wood - - - - - - per gallon 0 2 1 
in bottle - - - += _—siper dozen reputed quarts 0 4 2 
in bottle - - - - per dozen reputed pints Oee2e 
Wine of all other descriptions, in wood - - per gallon 0 38 4 
Wine of all other descriptions, in bottle per dozen reputed quarts 0 8 4 
Wine of all other descriptions, in wood per dozen reputed pints 04 2 
Yeast cakes, and compressed yeast - - - per lb. 0 0 3 


And at these rates upon any greater or less quantity of such goods, wares and 
merchandise respectively. 


TaBLe oF ExEemMPTiIONs FROM Durty. 


Animals, alive ; to include only sheep, mongooses or ichneumons, hogs and pigs of 
every description, and poultry. 

Animal charcoal. 

Articles imported for the use of the pilot service of the Colony. 

Articles passed by the Customs authorities as the personal baggage of passengers 
arriving in the Colony from abroad. 

Articles passed by the Comptroller, subject to the sanction of the Governor, as 
imported for the official use of the Consulate of any foreign country or place : 
Provided that a similar privilege in respect of similar articles is accorded by the 
‘laws and customs of such foreign country or place to Her Majesty’s Consulate 
therein. 

Broken stone and road metal, of every description. 

Bullion and coin. 

Cotton seeds. 

Fire engines. 

Fresh fish and turtle. 

Fresh meats. 

Fruits, vegetables, and ground provisions, not preserved and not enumerated in the 
‘lable of specific duties of Customs. 

Goods, stores, arms, and ammunition imported by order of the Government of 
the Colony. 
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Horses, baggage, and furniture of officers in Her Majesty’s naval or military 
service. 

Ice. 

Lime of all kinds. 

Machinery, comprising the following,— 

Brick and tile-making machinery ; 

Iron cane-punts, iron bridges, and grating bars ; 

Locks or sluices for sea defences or water supply ; 

Locomotive engines and railway plant; 

Machinery and apparatus and wire for Electric Lighting ; 

Machinery and Implements intended for water-works, tanks, and lamp-posts with 
their appurtenances, paving and kerb stones, and draining pipes, and such 
other machinery as may be approved by the Governor-in-Council imported by 
the Mayor and Town Council of Georgetown or of New Amsterdam exclusively 
for their own use ; 

Machinery imported for the drainage of land or for use in mining operations, or in 
the manufacture or preparation of the produce of raw materials, or in the 
manufacture or preparation of manures, whether imported for sale or on private 

account ; , 

Machinery for saw mills, foundries, and factories of whatever kind ; 

Machinery for steam boats and barges, and plates, angles, and other materials and 
appliances for the construction of steam boats and barges; 

Machinery, retorts, gasometers, and pipes imported for the construction of gas 
works in the Colony ; 

Pans, teaches, tanks, and other Vessels imported for use exclusively in the manu- 
facture of sugar or for the storage or supply of water ; 

Steam-boilers, of every description, and steam-boiler plates and tubes ; and 

Steam-ploughs, steam-diggers, and steam-dredgers. 

Manures, including nitrate of soda, plaster of paris, and whitening. | 

Materials and church furniture specially imported for any place of worship of the 
Christian religion in the Colony. 

Molasses. 

Packages in which goods are imported, except trunks and canisters, and except 
hogsheads and puncheons not containing coals, lime, wines or spirits. 

Patterns and samples, subject to any regulations in that behalf made by the Governor- 
in-Council. 

Photographs and engravings, unframed. 

Printed books not subject to duty under Ordinance No. 14 of 1851. 

Printing presses and types, printing paper and printing ink imported by or directly 
for the conductor of any newspaper or printing establishment for the exclusive 
purpose of being used by him in the course of his trade. 

Provisions and stores of every description imported by Her Majesty’s Government 
for the use of Her Majesty’s Naval or Military Forces... 

Salt. 

Sewing machines. 

Specimens illustrative of natural history; garden seeds, bulbs, and roots, ; trees, and 
seeds and grains of all kinds for propagation or cultivation. 

‘Telegraph instruments and other materials imported by telegraph companies and 
necessary for the construction and use of their works, offices, and stations in the 
Colony. 

Untieadi arms, ammunition, Accoutrements, and prizes imported by and for the 
use of Her Majesty’s Naval or Military forces, or the Colonial Militia, or any 
volunteer force or rifle association sanctioned by the Governor. 

Wines, spirituous liquors, and stores imported by and for the use of the Governor. 

All steam and other vessels, locomotives, carriages, rolling stock, rails, and 
such other materials and appliances not herein already exempted as the 
Governor-in-Council considers necessary for the construction and maintenance 
of a railway between the Demerara River and the Essequebo River in 
terms of the contract dated the 11th December, 1893 made between the 
Sproston Dock and Foundry Company and the Government of this Colony. 

All stores landed from an immigrant vessel for the purpose of feeding the immigrants 
conveyed thereby. in terms of contract of conveyance, and subsequently certified by 
the Immigration Agent-General to have been so used. 
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The following, among other, Reports relating to Her Majesty's 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained for a few 
pence from the sources indicated on the title-page :— 


ANNUAL. 

No. Colony. | Year. 
103 Jamaica - © = < “4 * | 1892-93 
104 | Victoria - - 4 = 2 - 1892 
105 Bermuda - - - - - - 1893 
106 Gambia . - - = - . - m 
107 | Hong Kong - - : : : 
108 St. Vincent - = : i F es ‘ 
109 Gibraltar - % » 5 . Pr t. 
110 Bahamas) - - z - am _ - 
111 Turks and Caicos Islands - . - dé ve 
112 Leeward Islands’ - - < ’ _ 
113 Barbados — - - . = 2 a 
114 Malta “ é “i 2 e * - 
115 Zululand - _ - " a é = 
116 British Honduras - - ° * 4 a 
117 | Trinidad and Tobago Oy - " rt 
118 Falkland Islands’ - - < - x * 
119 | Rodrigues - - - - - 3 
120 Mauritius - * > t A Z - 
121 Straits Settlements < - P ~ ee 
122 | Labuan i 2 : e . i 7 
123 Basutoland. - - - - - - | 1893-94 
124 | St. Lucia - - ' = x - | 1893 
125 St. Helena - - A : a met a 
126 | Ceylon - - ‘ = 4 = - 
127 Fiji . . = - x “ * 
128 Grenada - = “ Ps é - = 
129 Sierra Leone - ee - é ‘s Z 
130 | British Bechuanalan - ss - | 1893-94 
131 | British New Guinea - - “ - 1892-3 & 

1893-4 
132 | Lagos - - - - “ - 1893 
133 | British Guiana - . - ; - | 1893-4 
ais eee Bek a. ar ae 
MISCELLANEOUS. 

No. Colony. Subject. 

1 | Gold Coast - - | Economic Agriculture. 

2 | Zululand - - - | Forests. 

3 | Sierra Leone - - | Geology and Botany. 

4 | Canada - - » | Emigration. 
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[For Report for 1892-3 see Colonial Report [Annual] No. 103.] 


Acting-Governor BENaouGH to the Marquess oF Ripon. 


King’s House, Jamaica, 
My Lorp, October 29, 1894. 

I HAveE the honour to forward to your Lordship the 
accompanying Report on the Blue Book of this Colony for the 
year which ended on the 31st March last. 

I have, &e. 
H. Bencouen, 
Administering the Government. 


REPORT ON THE JaMAi1cA BLUE Book, 1893-4. 
Legislation. 


During the Session of 1894, the Legislative Council passed 41 
laws, of which the following are the most important :— 


Law 1 of 1894—*‘‘ A Law to amend the Rum Duty Laws, 
1878—1890.” This Law, which was passed through all its stages 
in one day (6th March) was given duration until the 1st of April, 
1894, so as to enable the Legislature to fully consider the question 
involved before making the change permanent. Its objects were 
to alter the mode of computing the duty on Rum by levying it on 
the proof, instead of the liquid, gallon, and to increase the 
Revenue derived from the Duty. Law 12 of 1894 re-enacts 
Law 1] of 1894 without any limitation of time. 


Law 2 of 1894—“ The Customs Tariff Amendment Law, 
1894.” This was also a temporary measure and was passed on 
the first day of the Session of the Council to raise the Customs 


I 86470. Wt. 20348. 
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Duty on Ale, Beer, Porter, Wine, Spirits and Tobacco. Law 13 
of 1894 re-enacts this Law, with certain amendments, without 
limitation of time. 


Law 5 of 1894—“* The Bankruptcy Unclaimed Estates Law, 
1894,” repeals Law 11 of 1871, and makes it the duty of the 
Treasurer to report to the Governor when any moneys of an 
Insolvent or Bankrupt Estate have remained in the Treasury for 
20 years or upwards, without claim having been made thereto. 
Under this Law any unclaimed moneys in the Treasury are to 
become part of the general assets of the Island after being duly 
advertised as directed. 


Law 14 of 1894 —Confers on a purchaser of land the right of 
requiring a vendor to grant him a title under the provisions of the 
Registration of Titles Law of 1888, the corresponding right of 
the vendor to oblige a purchaser to accept a title under that 
Law having been provided for in the Registration of Titles Law, 
1888. 


Law 15 of 1894 amends the local Act 25 Vic. c. 10 on the 
subject, and enables a Magistrate to adequately deal with cases of 
cruelty to animals without empowering him to sentence to 
imprisonment, except in so far as the general Law authorizes 
imprisonment in default of payment of a penalty. A new feature 
of the Law is the provision that it shall apply to cases of cruelty 
to animals other than domestic animals. 


Law 17 of 1894—‘ The United Kingdom Probates Law, 
1894,” provides for the recognition in Jamaica of Probates and 
Letters vf Administration granted in the United Kingdom. 


Law 18 of 1894—as regards Civil Procedure, is an adaptation 
of the Resident Magistrate’s Law of Jamaica, as a Code of Civil 
Procedure to the Grand Court of the Cayman Islands, 


As under Law 37 of 1893 the Judge of the Grand Court (one 
ef the Resident Magistrates in Jamaica) only visits the Islands 
twice a year to hold the half-yearly sessions of the Grand Court, 
provision is made by this Law for the Custos carrying on the 
work of the Court during the intervals between the sessions, 


As regards the Criminal Jurisdiction of the Grand Court, it is 
put on the same footing as that of the Jamaica Courts. It isa 
Court of unlimited jurisdiction, 


Law 20 of 1894—“Tbhe Public Cemetery Management and 
Regulation Law, 1894,” empowers the Governor in Privy Council, 
at the request of the parochial board of any parish, to make the 
provisions of such Law applicable to any place selected as a 
cemetery in such parish. 


Law 31 of 1894~-* The Land Surveyors Law ” repeals a 
previously existing Law on the subject ana re-enacts many of its 


COLONIAL REPORTS,—ANNUAL. 5 


provisions. A noticeable new feature is a provision for previous 
examination, before indenture, in general subjects and in mathe- 
matics. The age for entering into indentures is raised to 18 and 
the period of servitude reduced from five to three years. The 
Stamp Duty is also lowered on an Indenture from 30/. to 12. and 
on a Commission from 60/. to 302 The old Law, after laying 
down elaborate rules as to the making of surveys in order to 
establish boundaries, was silent as to the legal effect of a survey 
made under such conditions—the present Law deals with this 
point and lays down the course to be pursued to settle a disputed 
survey. 


Law 34 of 1894—“ The Sale of Drugs and Poisons Law, 1894” 
repeals Law 10 of 1881 and 11 of 1885, which were defective, and 
re-enacts them with amendments, 


Law 35 of 1894 enables the Governor to remit in whole or in 
part any sum of money imposed as a penalty on an offender, 
although such money may be payable to some party other than 
the Crown. It is a copy of the Imperial Act 22 Vict. Chap. 32. 


Law 36 of 1894 restores to the illiterate voter the privilege to 
have the assistance of the Returning or Presiding Officer in 
recording his vote, a privilege which was conferred on him by 
Section 21 of Law 21 of 1884, but which was withdrawn by 
Section 1 of Law 40 of 1893. 


Law 37 of 1894 repeals the Agricultural Produce Buyers Law 
of 1890, which, it was found, had tended to fetter trade but had 
failed in its object to put a stop to predial larceny by a system of 
licensing buyers of produce. 


Law 11 of 1894 abolishes the tax on huts which the peasantry 
build on their provision grounds, at a distance from their dwellings, 
as places of temporary shelter and occasional occupation. 


Finance, 


The year commenced with asurplus of 91,0312, and the revenue 
realized was 597,129/., making together a sun of 688,1602. The 
expenditure, including 33,5212 for Sinking Funds, and 2,400/. 

tor Redemption of Debt, amounted to 628,332/, thus leaving at 
the close of the year a surplus of 59,8297. 

‘The parochial revenues, which are devoted to parochis! roads, 
poor relief, sanitary, and other local services, and are administered 
by the several parochial boards, produced 128,7192, an increase of 
5,109 on the receipts in 1892-93. 

The revenue specially appropriated for the reconstruction and 
maintenance of main roads under Law 17 of 1890 amounted tu 
31,8002. or 8147. more than in 1892-93. 

The revenue on account of immigration realized 1,3712, an 
increase of 696/. on the previous year’s receipts. 
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The usual comparative table, showing the whole of the Treasury 
receipts in the year under report, and those of the previous year, is 
given below :— 


Revenue. | 1893-94. | 1892-93. | Increase. | Decrease. 
General Revenue. 
£ £ £ £ 
Import duties - - ~ | 315,941 298,718 17,223 ~— 
Light dues ° ~ - - 2,259 2,357 —_ 98 
Harbour master’s fees - - 2,776 2,582 194 — 
Rum duties - - - | 127,479 120,008 7,476 — 
Licenses - - + - 779 785 —_ 6 
Stamps - - - - 22,394 20,814 1,580 _ 
Tax on stock - - 11 - 184 — 123 
Tax in lieu of School Fees- - 12,478 10,270 - 2,208 _— 
Tax revenue -| 484,117 | 455,663 28,681 227 
ay hie 28,454 ent 
Non-Tax Revenue. 
Postal revenue - - - 20,285 19,095 1,190 aig 
Telegraph revenue - - 6,087 5,734 353 ~— 
Court fees - - ° 8,665 8,547 © 118 — 
Fines and forfeitures - - 5,451 4,359 — 1,092 ee 
Interest on securities for sinking 11,581 10,433 1,148 _— 
funds. 
Interest from savings bank - 3,348 4,362 _ 1,014 
Tuterest other than above - ” 6,969 6,298 - 676 i 
Interest, Jamaica railway bonds = 6,774 4,557 2,217 _ 
Reimbursements ; 32,078 30,508 1,570 = 
Miscellaneous ~ - - 11,775 9,612 2,163 — 
113,013 103,500 10,527 1,014 
597,130 | 559,163 9,513 Ser 
Revenue. | 1893-94. | 1892-93. | Increase. | Decrease. 
' Specially appropriated Revenue. 
Main Road Revenue. £ £ £ £ 
Land tax, Law 17 of 1890 - 363 340 23 cs 
Draft Horned Stock tax sl 1890 - 915 936 — - 21 
Holdings tax - - 14,388 14,076 312 vind 
Spirit licenses - - - 16,134 15,634 500 aes 
31,800 30,986 835 21 
—_ _ 814 pve 
Reimbursement of Loan | 105,995 — 105,995 ~_ 


Expenditure. 
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Expenditure. | 1893-94. | 1892-93. | Increase, | Decrease. 


Parochial Revenue. 


£ £ ba Ieee 

Parochial road tax » - 50,169 48,520 1,649 - — 
Kingston streets tax - ~ 3,054 4,346 — 1,292 

Parochial municipal revenues - 12,290 11,650 640 — 

Parochial general purposes - 2,948 1,077 971 — 

Poor rates - - - - 42,189 40,756 1,433 ss 

Sanitary rates - - - S151 7,190 1,961 — 
Fire rates - - - - 1,466 1,550 — 84 
Gas rates - - - ° 2,523 3,511 — 988 

Miscellaneous - “ - 4,929 4,110 819 — 
128,719 | 123,610 7,478 2,364 

— — 109°) a 

Immigration Revenues. 
Law 7 of 1878. Amended Law 14 824 6 818 _ 
of 1891. 

Miscellaneous - - - 158 36 122 — 
Interest - ~ - - 389 633 — 244 
= 1,8rk 675 940 244 

— — 696 _— 

Summary. 

General revenue ~ - - | 597,130 | 559,163 37,967 — — 

Specially appropriated revenue — - 31,800 30,986 814 — 

Immigration revenue - “ 1,371 675 696 — 

Appropriated revenue - - | 128,719 123,610 5,109 — 

Reimbursements of Loans Expen- | 105,995 — 105,995 — 

diture. 


LS NG | ES A! SF | ce SS 


865,015 714,434 150,581 | — 


—_—————_— ee 


The yield of general revenue shows a net increase of 37,9671. 
and this is due to larger returns, chiefly in import duties, rum 
duties, stamps, tax in lieu of education fees, under tax revenue ; 
and postal revenue, fines and forfeitures, interest on securities held 
for sinking funds, interest on Jamaica railway bonds, reimburse- 
ments, and miscellaneous, under non-tax revenue. Import duties 
and rum duties show respectively an increase of 17,2231. and 
7,476/., which is ascribed to a general activity in commerce; tax 
in lieu of education fees, an increase of 2,208/., due both to the 
alteration in the incidence of the tax made by Law 34 of 1893, and 
to a large number of houses having been brought under collectiun, 
while the increase of 2,217/. in interest on railway bonds is due 
to payments made during 1893-94 which properly belonged 
to the preceding year. The only item showing a decrease 
of any importance is savings bank interest, which is merely 
apparent, the interest on certain investments not having been 
hrought to account during the vear. 
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Main road revenues, specially appropriated under Law 17 of 
1890, exhibit a net increase of 814/., due to large collections in 
respect of the holdings tax and spirit licenses. 


Parochial revenues show a decrease in the collections of the 
Kingston street-tax of 1,292/., due to the suspension of the special 
tax for streets improvement, under Law 34 of 1892. Wire-rates 
and gas-rates of Kingston also show small decreases, but every 
other source of revenue under this head shows a greater or lesser 
increase. 


Immigration revenues are increased in consequence of payments 
made by proprietors of estates on account of two lots of East 
Indian immigrants received from transport vessels “ Volga” and 
“ Juamna,” 


The following is a similar comparative statement of the Treasury 
disbursements compared with 1892-93 :— 


— 


Expenditure. | 1893-94, | 1892-93. | Increase. | Decrease. 

General Expenditure. £ £ # 8 
Charges of debt - - ~| ) 79,661 77,650 2,011 _ 
Pensions - - - - 14,438 13,393 1,045 — 
Administrative departments - 49,181 45,899 8,288 — 
Revenue departments - - 37,026 35,407 1,619 — 
Postal service - - - 23,520 23,402 - 118 — 
Telegraph service - - - 6,909 6,629 280 — 
Judicial - - m -| 43,829 41,210 2,619 vs 
Ecclesiastical - - - 3,824 4,402 —_— 578 
Medical - _ - -| 57,445 57,162 233 = 
Constabulary - - - 51,255 51,474 — 219 
Prisons - - > - 20,751 20,164 587 —_ 
Retormatories - - - 4,772 4,836 — 64 
Education - - - 70,329 56,033 14,296 — 
Industrial schools - - ~ 1,287 1,272 —— 35 
Harbours and pilotage_ - = 16 43755 2,214 — 459 
Military - - ~ - 9,527 9,530 -— 3 
Coasting service - - - 1,800 1,800 — _— 
Steam to Halifax - - =) e202 708 — 416 
Telegraph subsidy - - - 2,000 2,000 — — 
Registration department - - 4,191 3,346 845 a2 
Registration titles department —- 844 627 217 os 
Island record office - - 1,367 1,503 —_ 136 
Government printing department - 7,550 8,741 a 1,191 
Jamaica institute - - - _ 1,784 1,774 10 _— 
Board of supervision - - 417 446 a 29 
Public gardens . - - 5,401 5,479 —_ 78 
Miscellaneous - ~ - 25,655 11,596 14,059 _ 
Public works - - - 56,201 82,666 — 26,465 
Railway extension track - - 7,191 7,347 — 156° 
Lighthouses - - - 1,166 | 1,051 115 —_ 
Lighthouse Construction - - 1,092 — 1,092 — 


592,410 | .579,761 42,478 29,829 


en 


- —_ 12,649 _ 


ee res | ne ee 
; 1 
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Expenditure. 1892-93. Decrease. 


Increase. 


Main road expenditure, Law 17 of 
1890, 


Maintenance - - = 88,274 18,666 14,608 . — 
Interest on Loan - - - — 3,576 “= 8,576 
33,274 22,242 14,608 3,576 


ois — 11,032 oad 


nn tee 


Appropriated expenditure. 


Parochial roads’ - - = 50,070 52,402 _— 2,332 
Kingston streets - - . 1,110 905 205 — 
Parochial municipal objects : - 11,501 10,553 948 a 
Parochial general purposes - 5,816 5,089 727 — 
Relief of poor ae - = 42,975 45,204 we 2,229 
Sanitary appropriation = - « 9,054 8,960 94 —- 
Fire appropriation, Kingston - 1,468 1,405 63 a 
Gas appropriation, Kingston ~|. 2,981 2,901 80 ae 
124,975 | 127,419 2,117 4,561 
— — — 2,444 
Immigration expenditure - - 7,677 5,103 2,574 ete 
Expended from Loans. 
Charges on conversions - c — 3,913 — 3,913 
Portland bridges - : = - 16,598 12,432 4,166 — 
Telegraph construction - - 21 233 os 212 
Main road reconstruction - - 16,926 46,937 — 30,011 
Jamaica bridges, Law 20 of 1892 - 20,853 2,647 18,206 p= 


54,398 66,162 22,372 34,136 


ee | 


— — — 11,764 
Summary. 

General expenditure - - | 592,410 579,761 12,€49 — 

Special expenditure - - 33,274 22,242 11,032 = 

Immigration expenditure - - 7,677 5,103 2,574 4 

Appropriated expenditure - - | 124,975 127,419 — 2,444 

Loan expenditure - - - 54,398 66,162 — 11,764 


a 


812,734 | 800,687 26,255 14,208 


— — 12,047 _ 


The general expenditure of the Colony shows a net increase of 
12,6491. The cause of this increase is to be found under 
Education, which alone is responsible for an excess of 14,296/, 
due to the operation of Law 34 of 1893; and under Miscellaneous 
to the extent of 14,059/. caused by the payments on account of 
the expenses connected with the Jamaica and Chicago Exhibitions. 
Other items represent small increases and decreases. Public 
Works, however, shows a large decrease, when compared with the 
expenditure of the year before, of 26,465/. owing, in a degree, to 
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less actual work performed and to the purchase in the previous 
year of Desnoes’ wharf in Kingston at a cost of 14,4411. 

Main road expenditure under Law 17 of 1890 shows an 
increase of 14,608/. for maintenance and a saving of 3,576/. on 
account of interest on loan money the incidence of which has been 
transferred to charges of debt and paid from General Revenue. 

Appropriated expenditure shows a decrease under Parochial 
Roads and Poor Relief of 2,322/. and 2,229/. respectively while all 
other heads show small increases from 80/, to 9482, the result 
being a net decrease of 2,444/. 

Immigration expenditure shows an increase of 2,574/., due to 
the expenses connected with the transport of Immigrants by the 
“ Volga” and “ Jumna,” but these expenses have been in great 
Eats refunded by the notes given by the planters under Law 14 
of 1891. 


Pensions, 


During the year, pensions amounting to 1,869/. 17s. 1ld., were 
granted under the provisions of the Jamaica Pension Law 34 of 
1885, and the resolution of the Legislative Council of the 23rd 
October 1889, while the pension list was relieved by the deaths of 
pensioners to the extent of 389/. 16s. LOd. 


Debt. 


During the year 180,0002, raised in 1892-3 under the Inscribed 
Stock Law, for the reconstruction of parochial roads under Law 17 
of 1890, was transferred to the General Debt of the Colony, and 
50,000/, of the loan of 140,000, authorised under the Kingston 
Streets Improvement Law 31 of 1890 was raised as a first 
instalment. 

The Public Debt directly secured or the general revenue stood 
as follows at the close of each of the last ten years, after making 
allewance in each year for the sinking funds actually invested 
for the eventual redemption of debt :— 


£ 8s. ad. 
eur Sapa ee - - - 1,243,899 18 9 
1885 : - - - 1,427,458 14 2 
1886 : : - - 1,478,790 3 8 
1887 : - . - 1,491,993 3 9 
1888 “ . - - 1,502,684 9 8 
1889 ; ; ‘ - 1,506,883 6 0 
1891 . 2 * - 1,458,221 12 7 
1892 . * . - 1,520,088 4 3 
1893 : - . = 1,523,944 2 11 
1894 ‘ : - 1,672,299 14 6 
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Of the above amount of debt on the 31st March last, 
777,002, 8s. 4d. was on account of the railway purchase, 
reconstruction and extension and 126,500/ on account of the Rio 
Cobre Canal. 

The following are the amounts due for debentures guaranteed 
by the general revenue raised on account of the several under- 
takings specified :— 


£ 
Kingston and Liguanea waterworks - - 128,200 
Kingston markets. - ~ - - 20,000 
Kingston gasworks - - - - 30,000 
Kingston slaughter-house_ - - - 10,000 


Legislative Council. 


The meeting of the Legislative Council, convened by Proc- 
lamation of His Excellency the Governor, took place on the 28th 
February and closed on the 26th of April, 1893. 

A new Session commenced on the 7th March, 1894, and con- 
tinued beyond the end of the financial year. 

Upon the death of the Honourable James Cecil Phillippo, the 
President of the Legislative Council, it was considered desirable 
that the office which he had filled should be resumed by the 
Governor of the Colony, and an Order of Her Majesty in 
Council dated 29th January, 1894, amending the constitution in 
this respect was issued accordingly. 

As the result of the last General Election, the following 
gentlemen were returned as Members of the Council, and were 
duly sworn in on the 7th March, 1894:— 


Mr. S. C. Burke for Kingston and St. Andrew. 

Mr. J. T. Palache for Manchester. 

Mr. J. M. Farquharson for St. Elizabeth. 

Mr. J. H. Levy for St. Mary and St. Ann. 

Rev. Henry Clarke for Westmoreland and Hanover. 
Mr. W. Andrews for St. Thomas and Portland. 

Mr. R. H. Jackson for St. Catherine. 

Mr. J. E. Kerr for St. James and Trelawny, and 
Mr. T. H. Sharpe for Clarendon. 


The Council met 30 times during the period from 4th April 
1893, to the end of March, 1894. 


> 


Public Works. 


The total expenditure on P«dlic Works of ali kinds, including 
the cost of administration and supervision, was 158,7202 3s. 10d. 

The 870 miles of main-roads, the bridges, and the public 
buildings throughout the Island were maintained in good order 
and many improvements effected. 

A new main-road in the interior of the Parish of St. Thomas 
was opened for traffic. This road affords an alternative route 
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from Kingston to Morant Bay and the East end of the Island, 
unobstructed by dangerous rivers, and has also opened up an 
important and rapidly improving district. It passes through an 
exceedingly picturesque country and forms an attractive drive for 
tourists. 


Another important new road was constructed and opened during 
the year. It is the first carriage road opened between the fertile 
districts of Ulster Spring and the Black Grounds in the parish 
of Trelawny and the south side of the Island, and gives those 
districts access to the Railway at Balaclava. 


The reconstruction of parochial roads taken over under Law 
17 of 1890 was continued during the year, and a total of 972 miles 
of road have now been taken over as main roads since the coming 
into operation of the Law, and during next year the work of 


reconstruction will probably be completed throughout the 
Island. 


The construction of bridges on the. country roads, authorized 
by Law 20 of 1892, was actively pursued, over 20,000/. having 
been spent on these works, 17 bridges having been opened for 
public traffic and several others being in progress during the year. 
These bridges are of the greatest use in the rainy seasons. 


Waterworks for the town of Montego Bay were completed and 
handed over to the Parochial Authorities. 


The 666 miles of telegraph lines in the Island were maintained 
in fair order. No new lines were erected during the year. The 
Lighthouses at Morant Point and Plumb Point on the South 
side, and Folly Point on the North side of the Island were 
maintained with regularity and efficiency throughout the year. 


Lands. 


During the year under review, 175 acres of land in St. Thomas 
and one residence in Kingston were sold, at a total price of 1121, 
and 9 new leases were effected, the rental realized amounting to 
1587. 10s. per annum. No lands were escheated to the Crown or 
recovered from squatters, although interlocutory judgment wa 
obtained in respect of 50,000 acres forfeitable for non-payment 
of quit-rent. 


11,332 acres of land were conveyed to the West India 
Improvement Company under Law 12 of 1889. The total 
acreage of Crown Lands at the end of the year was 77,901 acres. 
These lands are situated in the parishes of Kingston, St. Andrew, 
St. Thomas, Portland, St. Mary, Trelawny, St. Catherine, and 
St. Ann, and a great portion are fertile and well watered. 
Portions are well suited to the cultivation of coffee, chocolate, 
bananas, ginger, cinchona, annotto, &c., and mineral indications 
have been discovered in some places, 


Most of these lands are unfortunately not now well supplied 
with roads, 
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Rents from Government lands during the year amounted to 
1,1202. and 90/. 16s. 8d. was realized from the sale of lands. 


Rio Cobre Canal. 


The revenue earned during the year was 3,302/, 13s. 1ld., 1831. 
18s. 7d. of which sum was on account of Banana plantations. 
The success which has attended the irrigation of bananas has 
induced largely extended cultivation, and a considerable increase 
of revenue froin this source may be expected. 

The cost of management and maintenance was 1,238/, 13s. 4d., 
leaving a balance of 2,064/. Os. 7d. No new works of importance 
were required during the year, but an extension of one of the 
channels was commenced which will supply numerous small 
settlers with water. 


Post Office. 


It is satisfactory to be able to state that the receipts under 
this head again show an increase on those of the previous year, 
as will be seen on reference to the following statement :— 


Commission|Commission : 
Period. Postages. on Money | on Postal ghee ed Total. 
Orders. Orders. ¥ 
£ «6. d. £ 6... £2) es. od, £ @d, we Bo ad: 
1891-92 - - - 17,487 6 12] 835 9 8 | 38518 9 224 511 24,100 19 8% 
1892-93 - - - 18,260 5 83| 307 6 6/] 40118 3 183 18 4 24,966 14 9% 
1898-94 - - - 19,429 3 1 | 354 6 6 | 48114 44] 219 1 0 26,687 10 114 


This continued increase is further evidence that the Revenue 
of the Department has not been permanently affected by the 
material reductions in the letter-rates of Postage which were 
made in the year 1890, the rates on inland letters being then 
reduced by 50 per cent., and on packet letters by 37 per ceni., 
and being now ld. and 23d. respectively. The loss of revenue 
from these reductions for the year under review, as compared 
with the similar period before the changes were made, amounts 
only to 2601. 3s. Od. or 1°45 per cent., a result which justifies the 
wisdom of the reductions. ‘These figures, it must, moreover, be 
pointed out, include the loss occasioned by other changes, as the 
revenue for the year has been also affected by the reductions 
which were made on the Ist of June, 1893 of the Registration 
Fee on Inland and Foreign Correspondence, the Re-direction and 
Detention Fees, and by the adoption of the minimum scale of 
charges fixed by the Postal Union Treaty on 2nd class mail- 
matter, z.e. post-cards, printed papers, &c. 

The first-mentioned reduction has already resulted in an increase 
in the number of registered articles transmitted through the post, 
but not to a sufficient extent to satisfy the Postmaster that the 
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general public appreciate the safety afforded them by this 
system. 

The value of inland postal-orders sold to the public during 
the year amounted to 21,623/. 12s. Od., exceeding by the sum of 
1,431 4s. Od. the sales of the previous year, and now shows an 
increase of 11,130. 4s. 6d. on the amount of orders sold in the 
year of inauguration of the system, an increase which goes to 
prove the usefulness of the system to the public. 

The expenditure of the Postal Department amounts to 20,504/. 
4s. 5d., an increase of 105/. 10s. 23d. on that of 1892-93, caused 
by the increase in the amount of the proportion of ocean postage 
payable to the United Kingdom. 

Two additional post-offices have been established, and 
measures are being taken to open a number of others in districts 
where the want of postal facilities is found to exist. The total 
number of offices throughout the Island amounted to 109 at the 
close of the year. 

The Royal Mail Steam Packet Company have continued to 
carry out the mail service with the United Kingdom and the 
British and Foreign West Indies in a highly satisfactory manner. 
Postal communication with places abroad has also been maintained 
by means of the steamers of the different lines represented in 
the Island. 

The Inland mail service has also been efficiently maintained, 
a regrettable incident in the year’s record, however, being the 
murder of the mail courier and the robbery of the mail in a 
country district. The perpetrator of the deed unfortunately 
remains undiscovered. 

The mail-coach lines and the coasta] steam service have 
been regularly carried on during the year. 

It is estimated that the total number of letters and post-cards 
which were circulated during the year amounted to 3,292,029, an 
increase of 416,396, which is no doubt attributable to the 
reduced rates of postage, as well as a result of extended 
education. 


Telegraphs. 


The receipts from Telegraphs in each of the last three years 
have been as noted below :— | 


Lo -ed. 
1891-92 ~ ~ - - 5,767 19 3 
1892-93 - - ~ - 5,813 11 0O 
1893-94 - - - - 6,253 6 0 


Thus showing a progressive increase, the number of messages 
having been 111,812 against 103,808 in the previous year, or an 
increase of 8,009. 
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_ The expenditure also exceeds that of last year by the sum of 
269/. 17s. 104d, due to increases under the head of salaries of 
operators, travelling charges, and printing and stationery, 

A. new. station has been opened at Green Island in the parish 
of Hanover; and the service generally has been carried out 
satisfactorily throughout the year without serious interruption, 


Railway. 


The gross receipts of the Jamaica Railway Company for the 
year ended 3lst March, 1894, amounted to 74,9237. 18s. 11d, 
and the expenditure to 56,4311. 6s. 8d., leaving a net revenue of 
18,492/, 12s, 3d, 


The receipts were made up as follows :— 


£ ten 
Goods and Cattle “ “ o"BR77T2 -3- 8 
Passengers - - - -« 28,718 10 0O 
Wharf - - “ - 5,902 10 0O 
Miscellaneous - - - 530 15 3 


‘The number of train miles run amounted to 264,404, which gave 
an expenditure per mile of 4s, 3°22d. and receipts equal to 58. 8d. 
per mile, leaving a net revenue of 1s. 4‘78d. per mile. 

The number of passengers carried amounted to 336,270. 

Interest was paid out of revenue on First Mortgage Bonds 10 
the extent of 15,8147. 0s. 11d. 

Twenty-one and a half miles of Railway extension were 
completed during the year. There are at present 117 miles 
actually open to traffic. 


Lands for Railway Track. 


The track of the Montego Bay Extension comprises 724} 
acres, of which 687 acres or 624 miles have been acquired at an 
average cost of 388/. 3s. 4d., per acre; that of the Port Antonio 
Extension (the acquiring of which commenced in October, 1893,) 
comprises 457 acres, of which 263 acres or 31 miles have been 
acquired at a cost of 45/. 13s. 6d. per acre, There remains a 
total of 27 miles on both tracks to be bought and paid for. 


Agriculture. 


The total acreage of the Island may be taken at 2,692,587, of 
which 1,945,685 are returned as paying taxes to the Government, 
which may be divided into 177,497 under tillage, 499,655 pasture, 
1,268,483 wood and ruinate. The acreage under canes continues 
to decrease, and is now less by 911 acres than in 1893, but the 
quantity of sugar exported during 1893-94 was 282,2441,. in 
value, as against 241,688/. in 1892-93, and the proportion of sugar 
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to the total exports of the Colony for the year shows a very 
slight decline, the figures being 14:3 in 1892-93 and 14:2 in 
1893-94. 

The acreage under coffee, on the other hand, has advanced by 
973 acres, the total under cultivation being now 21,763. It is 
gratifying to be able to state also that the cultivation of ginger is 
again extending, the acreage under cultivation of that product 
being nearly double that of the former year. 

Cocoa has been bringing good prices lately, and the 
cultivation of this useful product has thus been stimulated. There 
is an increase of the acreage by 315 acres. 

In last year’s report an advance of 1,700 in the number of 
acres under bananas was noticed. This year there has been a 
further increase of 2,300 acres, the total area under that fruit 
being now 16,929 acres. Fruit now holds the highest percentage 
of any of the products exported, as the table under the head of 
“Trade,” which affords a comparison with former years, will 
show. 

“ Ground provisions,” which form the staple food of the people 
of the Island, and are almost entirely consumed within its berders, 
have been more largely cultivated during the pust year than at 
any previous period. In 1893, 87,936 acres were under, cultivation 
against §2,777 in 1892. 


Botanical. 


The following figures, showing the sale and distribution of plants 
at the different gardens during the year under review, give some 
idea of the work annually performed by this department in the 
way of assistance to horticulturists :— 


Hope Gardens, plants sold = - - - 42,981 
Castleton - - - ~ - 4,541 
Hill Garden - - - - 992 
Total sold - ae - - 48,514 
Hope Gardens, distributed free - - 4,094 
Sent to Hope Gardens for distribution (from 
Castleton) - - - - - 15,070 
Sent to Hope Gardens for distribution (from 
Hill Garden) - - - - 1,249 
Hill Garden, distributed free - - - 932 
Total distributed “ ~ - 21,345 


These figures show a considerable increase on those of the 
preceding year, and must be regarded as evicence of the growing 
appreciation of the advantages ‘afforded to the public by the 
department. 
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Monthly bulletins, with a circulation of 1,035, convey 
information of a general character, and are supplied free of cost 
to all who apply for them. 

The work of extending the limits of Hope Gardens has progressed 
very favourably, a considerable extent of land having been added 
to the area of the gardens, which has been laid out in walks and 
beds of ornamental plants. 

Considerable alterations have also Lven carried out in the other 
parts of the gardens. The boys of the Hope Industrial School, which 
is now under the care of the Director of Public Gardens, have worked 
in the gardens, receiving instruction from the superintendent. 

At Castleton the gardens have been maintained in good order 
throughout the year, and have been much patronised by visitors. 

The elevation of the gardens is 580 feet above sea-level, and 
the average annual mean temperature is 76°2° F, 

The main roads:‘at the Hill Garden (Cinchona) have been 
cleaned out and kept in good order, and the gardens themselves 
have received careful attention at the hands of the superintendent. 

Experiments in fodder plants and growing potatoes have been 
continued during the year, and practical demonstrations in the 
grafting of orange trees have been given by the superintendent to 
the peasautry in the neighbourhood. 

An attempt is being made at these gardens to propagate the 
Assam Indigo plant, which may prove of value, now that a 
chemical dve factory has been established in the Island. 

The preparation of rubber from the trees at Cinchona of 
Assam rubber (Ficus Elastica) it also receiving attention, but it 
has not so far been attended with such success as to justify its 
extensive cultivation. 

The gardens at King’s House have been carefully attended to 
during the period under review, and have been maintained in 
good order. 

Vine culture is still receiving much attention at these gardens, 
1,200 vine cuttings having been sent to various parts of the 
Island, and 1,800 been propagated. A course of demonstration 
was also given by the superintendent in the vicinity. 

The Kingston Public Garden is also in good condition, although 
the lawns suffer considerably from the trampling of visitors who 
frequent the garden. 

A large number of seeds and plants has been imported by 
the Director of Public Gardens during the year, and experiments 
in the cultivation and propagation of various products have been 
carried on. 

The Library has received numerous additions during the year, 
and work in the Herbarium has also been carried on. 


Education. 


The following table shows the results of the past year as 
compared with those of the year before :— 
I 86470. 
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Scholars Percentage 


School Class of Schools, 
i cl Schools | Scholars | in Aver- | in Average 
Yeur. on Govern-| Tnspected.| on Books. jage Attend-| Attendance 
P f Number 
ment List. = Not ex- 
ance, on Books. qT II IIT ¥. amined. 
1898-04 = . . 957 918 97,456 64,695 66°38 169 367 380 28 18 
4892-93 ° - 932 867 92,135 52,988 57°50 143 388 879 1 44 
Increase « . . “ 45 33 5821 {| 11,713 8°88 26 *22 ae *31 


* Decrease, 


Fees. 


£> a, a 
4515 0 


6,640 0 0 


"6,603 5 0 


Grants in 
aid, in- 
cluding 

Building 
Granta. 


£ @. d. 
41,378 4 6 


34,724 1k 0 


6,658 18 0 
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The increase in the number of scholars on the books, while 
again very considerable, is not so great as in the previous year, 
the first after the abolition of fees, but this cannot be a matter of 
surprise. The Superintending Inspector of Schools, however, 
regards the increase in the average attendance of scholars as 
both * surprising and gratifying.” This is nearly double last 
year’s increase, while the percentage in average attendance of the 
number on the books (which is the measure of regularity of 
attendance throughout the entire Island) has increased by very 
nearly nine, rising to 66°38 per cent., or almost exactly two-thirds nf 
the total number of scholars enrolled, a percentage higher than in 
any other of the British West Indies, and only 11 below the 
average in England and Wales. ‘The predictions of schoolmasters 
and other persons that the abolition of school fees would result in 
the more irregular attendance of the children have been signally 
falsified and, as has been pointed out, the reverse has been the 
result. 

The increase in the number of first-class schools, only partially 
counterbalanced by the decrease in second-class schools, may be 
regarded as very satisfactory in a year of transition like that under 
review. It is no doubt a correct surmise that the more regular 
attendance of scholars has enabled the teachers to do better 
work, 

The results of the annual examination of teachers and students 
in training colleges show that the colleges have not been so 
successful as in previous years, only three students in the third 
year obtaining honours, as against seven last year. The percentage 
of those obtaining full passes, last year called partial passes, remains 
the same. The number of teachers who have passed the examination 
has largely increased, the percentage being 474 against 27 last year. 

The Government Female Training College at Shortwood 
continues its promising career and it forms an important and 
valuable part of our educational system. On the 31st March, 
1894, the end of the financial year, there were 22 pupils in 
residence, which is the full complement of the college period. 
Arrangements have been completed during the year under review 
for the removal at an early date of the Mico Training Institution 
to a more suitable site outside Kingston, where proper attention 
can be given to instruction in agriculture, and the present premises 
have been purchased by the Government for the purposes of an 
elementary school to be established under the auspices of the 
Board of Education, in which manual training will form a 
prominent feature and it is intended that it shall be a model 
school in every respect. 

At the usual examination of pupil teachers and pupils at 
elementary schools who voluntarily presented themselves for 
examination, 735 candidates were examined, or an increase of 63 
on the previous year, and the percentage of passes was 51, as 
against 42 last year. 

The revised code prepared by the Board of Education took 
effect on the 10th. August, and although a good deal of alarm was 
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_ at first felt by teachers at its probable effect on their positions and 


income, experience of its working has apparently convinced most 
of them that their apprehensions were groundless. 

The Board of Education, under the Elementary Edueation Law 
of 1892, held its meetings regularly throughout the year, and in 
addition to the revision of the code of regulations of the Education 
Department already mentioned, other useful work has been the 
outcome of their labours. 

A change in the age limit of children attending school was 
made by the Legislature during the period under review, and 
scholars under the age of 16 (of the same sex as the teacher} may 
now, up to the end of 1897, be admitted to, and retained in 
elementary schools, but they are in no way recognized by the 
Government, Provision was also included in the same law to 
enable children attaining the maximum age limit more than six 
months after any inspection to remain in the school till the next 
inspection, provided that takes place at the usual time. 

The industrial schools under the charge of the Superintending 
Inspector have been satisfactorily carried on during the year. 

The proposal, referred to in last year’s Report, to place the 
Hope Industrial Schocl under the care of the Botanical Department 
has been carried out, instruction in carpentry being abandoned, 
and attention wholly devoted to the training of the boys (who now 
number 32) in practical agriculture and gardening, in addition, of 
course, to ordinary school-work. 

The Shortwood Industrial School for Girls, which numbered 28 
children on its books at the end of the financia! year, continues to 
do well. The training of the children is mainly devoted to useful 
domestic work. 

The Roman Catholic Industrial Schools at « Alpha Cottage ” 
maintain their reputation for excellent and successful management 
The course of instruction at the schools (which provide for 42 
boys and 49 girls) embraces garden and field labour for the former, 
and washing, cooking, and other domestic work for the latter, 
while the Superintending Inspector speaks highly of the result of 
the schools’ examination. 

The Belmont Orphanage, which was opened in the year 
preceding that under review, providing accommodation for a 


dozen young children, is also doing good work in its necessarily 
limited sphere. 


Iminigration, 


Applications were received for 500 immigrants, but owing to an 
unfavourable recruiting season in India, the full complement could 
not be obtained ; 486 souls were, however, colleeted and embarked 
for Jamaica id St. Lucia in the ship “ Volga” which also carried 
immigrants for that Colony. Unfortunately the vessel suffered 
shipwreck in entering Castries in St. Lucia, happily without loss 
of life, and the immigrants for Jamaica were shipped in the 
* Jumna,” which arrived here at the end of 1893. 


COLONIAL REPORTS.—ANNUAL. 2} 


The number of immigrants landed here was :— 


320 males, 

128 females, 
11 boys, 
12 girls, 
13 infants, 


484 souls. 


—_———_ 


Of these six were rejected by the Medical Board as unfit for 
agricultural labour and the remainder were allotted to estates in 
St. Thomas, Portland, St. Mary, and Clarendon. Thirteen of the 
persons landed were immigrants who had returned to India from 
other Colonies and emigrated a second time. 

One hundred and twenty-three births and 40 deaths occurred 
among immigrants in the Colony during the year, a percentage 
respectively of 5°97 and 1:94. Of the 40 deaths, two were due to 
suicide, the only instances known for many years, and three to 
accidents. 

No coolies returned to India during the year, and only six 
passports were issued. 

On the 1st January, 1893, 19 coolies were in prison, being 1°3 
per 1,000; 30or 2°1 per 10,000 in the Lepers’ Home and 51 or 3°6 
per 1,000 in the Lunatic Asylum, In regard to this large percentage 
of insane, the Protector of Immigrants remarks that many had 
been in the Asylum for a long time unable to retura to India, 
and that, as several of their shipmates had gone back, the 
calculations are based on the diminished number of permanent 
colonists. 

The deposits by East Indians in the Government Savings Bank 
on the 1st April, 1893, amounted to 10,705/. 12s. 7d., a decrease 
of 3,3482. 15s. 10d. on the deposits for 1892. The Protector 
attributes this decrease to (a) the withdrawal of a considerable 
amount by the coolies who left for Calcutta in September, 1892, 
and (d) to the utilization of a good deal of capital by coolies in 
more profitable investments in land, stock, rice cultivation, &e. 
Of rice cultivation these people possess hundreds of acres, and an 
estate of 1,437 acres is owned by one of them. 

The prejudice amongst the coolies against having their children 
educated in the native schools seems, the Protector states, to be 
gradually dying out, and a fair number of them are now being 
taught. The Protector adds that the children are trained to 
industry and are growing up generally to be expert and reliable 
workmen of better physique than their parents. 

The average wages earned by coolies during the year have been 
in excess of the sums mentioned in their agreements and during 
the reaping of the crops good hands earn not infrequently from 12s. 
to 15s. per week. 

The relations between employers and employes continue 


satisfactory. 
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During the year under review, 396 labourers emigrated from 
Jamaica to Colon and Port Limon, and 826 returned to the Island. 


Government Savings Bank. 


The number of depositors and the amount of deposits in the 
bank have been as follows in the last ten years :— 


Year. Number of Depositors. Amount of Deposits. 


1883-84 13,601 sigjeas 
1884-85 15,511 360,190 
1885-86 16,320 363,292 
1886-87 17,047 363,481 
1887-88 18,510 393,250 
1888-89 19,444 408,213 
1890-91 21,747 423,011 
1891-92 22,824 428,348 
1892-93 23,902 417,978 
1893-94 25,533 457,924 


showing a very large increase both in the number of depositors 
and the amount of deposits, the largest, in fact, since the bank has 
been in existence. 


In the above amount of deposits are included eleven deposit 
accounts for the following public funds :— 


£8 a 
Immigration return passage fund - 769 4 2 
Constabulary reward fund = - 558 1 4 
Constabulary pension fund - - 2 2 6 
Sinking funds (6) ~ ° - 965 5 4 
Smith and Beckford’s Charity - is 104 3 4 
Turks Islands - - - Pe 388 19 8 


There were also 275 accounts for trusts, charities, Chancery 
suits, Administrator-General and bankrupt estates, amounting to 
a total deposit of 36,5782 The remaining 2,247 accounts, 
representing 418,558/. are all ordinary savings bank deposits, 
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Of the total number of accounts open at the end of the year, 
17,393 were for 5. and under, and 1,206 only were for over 100/. 
The large increase, 1,318, in the number of the small accounts for 
whose object the bank may really be said to exist is very 
satisfactory, as showing that the bank is appreciated by the class 
by whom it is most needed. 


Daring the year 3,734 accounts were opened and 2,098 closed, 
resulting in an increase of 1,636 in the number of accounts open 
at the end of the year, as compared with the number in the year 


before. 


The number of deposits amounted to 29,676, and withdrawals to 
30,239, representing 235,943/. and 208,192/. respectively. 


‘I'he expenses of management and interest credited to depositors 
amounted to 15,3114, while the revenue realised was 15,777/., 
thus showing a net profit of 466/, on the year’s transaciions. The 
decrease of 287/. in the revenue this year as compared with the 
year before is only apparent and is due to the interest on some 
investments not having been received in time to be credited in this 


year’s accounts. 


Trade. 


The volume of trade has been well maintained during the year 
under review. ‘The total value of goods imported has risen by 
2.16,313/ and now nearly reaches the figures for the Exhibition year 
1890-91 when the imports were naturally exceptionally large. 


‘The following table shows the gradual advance which is being 
made in the value of imports :— 


1883-84 = “ - “ cones 
1884-85 - - - - 1,487,833 
1885-86 - . - - 1,325,603 
1886-87 - - - - 1,322,336 
1887-88 - . « - 1,695,605 
1888-89 - - - ~ 1,597,600 
1890-91 - - - - 2,188,937 
1891-92 = - - - 1,759,890 
1892-93 = - . - 1,941,481 


1893-94 ‘. - - - 2,157,794 
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Of the sum shown for 1893-94, 2,136,113. was the value of 
goods imported for home consumption, the corresponding figures 
in 1892-93 being 1,928 556/. or 207,5571. less than during the 


present year. 


The items in which increase is most marked are as tollows :— 


eo Quantity. Value. 
£ 

Beer and ale - - - - - | 57,059 gallons - 11,412 
Breud and Biscuits - - - | 446,313 Ibs. - - 3,682 
Buttér substitutes - - - - | 164,820 lbs. - - 4,120 
Alewives - . . . - | 3,131 barrels - 2,770 
Fish, dried - - - ° - | 440,163 lbs. - - 4,401 
Beef -- - - - - - | 971 barrels - - §,424 
Condensed milk - - - - | 228,867 Ibs. - - 4,208 
Refined sugar- = - - - - | 143,174 Ibs. - ° 397 
Cigarettes - - - - =| 8,843 ]lbs. - - 800 
Wines - - - - - - | 5,423 gallons - 7,262 


On the other hand, there has been a decrease in the importations 
of the following :— 


eens Quantity. Value: 
& 
Flour - - | 6,022 barrels - - 22,494 
Meal - - | 6,939 barrels - - 7,408 
Butter - - | 52,594 Ibs. - - - | (the value has, however in- 
creased by 4,818/.) 
Corn = - | But the quantity is 26,565 1,800 


bushels more. 


The continued increase in the quantity and value of condensed 
milk shows that the local milk supply is not yet successfully 
competing with the imported article. 


With regard to the decrease in the importation of meal and 
rice, it may be observed the fact of smaller importations of these 
articles gives evidence of greater plenty in the supply of local 
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products, such as yams and other food stuffs, while the increases 
shown by the Collector-General’s Returns in the quantities 
imported of ales, wines, spirits, tobacco, refined sugar, cheese, and 
hams, show increased ability on the part of the community to 
indulge in the luxuries of life. 


An increase of 5,722/. in the value of carriages imported for 
pleasure points to the same conclusion. 


The following table shows the proportions in which, during the 
past three years, the imports have been drawn from the United 
Kingdom, Canada; the United States and other countries, 
respectively :-— 


— | 1891-92. | 1892-93. | 1893-94. 
United Kingdom ~ 49-0 51°9 §5°1 
Canada - - ° 10°4 9°6 8°8 
United States - ~ 37°2 34°38 33°2 


Other Countriés - - 3°4 Stele 2°9 


The following table shows the value of certain goods relieved 
from duty under the Tariff of 1867, and is given in continuation 
of former similar statement :— 


—— | 1888-84. | 1884-85. | 1885-86, | 1886-87. | 1887-88. 


£ £ £ £ 

Steam éngines - » 9,268 10,704 4,287 4,569 
Mills - . 862 | 257 564 722 
Other machinery « ‘ 9,509 3,558 2,442 12,569 
Pans for boiling sugar - -- 201 —C 435 208 
Pipes for fluids « - 2,865 8,205 8,472 3,028 
Stills ° . » 72 1,102 | 998 345 
Shooks of all sorts . 11,588 73149 18,649 | 17,974 
Staves - - . 9/052 35375 8,822 | 4,952 
Wood hoops . - 1,107 855 978 1,841 
Tron, galvanised = “ 4,758 3;182 3,036 3,147 
» Other manvifactures _ _ me 683 
Miscellaneous + . 4,854 4339 2,608 4,443 
46,435 42,872 36,291 54,476 
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a VY 
—_— | 1888-89. | 1890-91. | 1891-92. | 1892-93. | 1893-94. 


£ £ | £ £& £ 


Steam engines ~« * ° 13,389 13,772 10,370 
Mills - . - : 1,756 1,714 ae ae ach 
Other machinery . . 5,570 20,761 |} 18,624 6,265 2,023 
Pans for boiling sugar - - 415 254 795 842 894 
Pipes for fluids ~- - - 2,531 8,395 3,748 10,020 2,461 
Stills - “ - - 277 443 868 683 1,376 
Shooks of all sorts . > 9,973 4,296 7,863 19,078 91 168 
Staves - - = . 983 150 8,606 1,514 12 
Wood hoops - . 797 159 385 514 616 
Iron, galvanized - - - 5,582 8,288 9,868 7,330 8,814 
» Other manufactures . 659 1,271 857 181 1,222 
Miscellaneous’ - - - 4,961 9,037 __ 9818 10,864, 10,622 


46,893 58,490 63,937 68,822 71,510 


- ee 


Itis matter for congratulation that, while the imports of the 
Colony have risen by a considerable sum, the value of exports 
has increased by an even larger amount, and is higher by 
315,882/. than.in 1892-93, and even surpasses the figures for 
1890-91 which have hitherto held the first place. 


The following table gives the value of the exports in each of the 
last ten years :— 


Of British, Foreign, 


Year. Manure of a Se a Total. 
Manufactures. 
£ £ £ 

1883-84 - - 1,850,900 33,089 1,483,989 
1884-85 -  - 1,181,203 227,645 1,408,848 
1885-86 - - 1,078,315 201,803 1,280,118 
1886-87 - - 1,334,465 174,542 1,509,010 
1887-88 -  - 1,661,601 166,989 1,828,590 
1888-89 -  - 1,501,660 113,164 1,614,824 
1890-91 - - 1,807,084 95,730 1,902,814 
1891-92 - - 1,628,777 93,319 1,722,096 
1892-93 - -| 1,690,637 69,170 1,759,807 


1893-94 - 1,982,596 93,093 2,075,689 
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Of the increase noted above, 291,959/. is the increase in the 
value of Island produce and manufactures exported, the remainder 
being the increased value of British and Foreign produce and 
manufactures re-shipped. 

The items under which increases are most marked are :-— 


ee Quantity. Value. 
£ 

Cocoa - - - 1,817 ewts. - - 5,832 
Bananas - - - - | 983,243 bunches’ - 133,669 
Cocoanuts - - ~ + | 2,192,359 (in number) 9,966 
Ginger : - - - | 1,301 ewts. - - 17,533 
Pimento - - - - | 18,009 ewts. - 17,502 
Sugar - ~ - ~ | 88,716 cwts. - 40,561 
Cigars - - - - | 3,518 Ibs. - 1,756 


There has, however, been a smaller exportation of the following :-—. 


| 
ee | Quantity. Value. 
| 
a 
£& 
Oranges + - - - | 10,788,701 « - 16,183 
Lime Juice - - “ - | 16,658 galls. - 694 
Ram - - - - | 237,052 gallons - 44,933 


The increased export of eo¢oa and ginger is peculiarly 
satisfactory, and may be accepted as indicating that the cultivation 
of the smaller products is being carried on not only to a greater 
extent, but with greater care, and consequently to the increased 
material prosperity of the grower. 

The prosperity of the fruit trade still advances, although in 
oranges the out-put has been comparatively small. 

With regard to the decrease in the export of rum, it should be 
observed that this does not necessarily indicate a smaller production, 
but may be due to an inactive market, in which case the rum is 
bonded in the island, awaiting improved prices, instead of being 
warehoused at the docks in European countries, where the dues are 
relatively higher. 


The Island’s exports were taken during the past three years 
by the countries named below in the following proportions :— 
an aN a a A A a a SS 


— 1891-92. ~ 1892-98. 1893-94, 
United Kingdom - 22°7 29°1 26°7 
United States - : 50°9 54°2 57°3 
Canada - - - 3°5 2°6 17 
Other Countries - - 12°9 14°] 14°3 
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The following table shows, for five years the percentage proportion 
which each of the several articles mentioned bears to the total 
export value :—- 


_—_— | 1888-89. | 1890-91.| 1801-22,| 1892-93. | 1893-94, 
Sugar - - - 16°3 13°1 15°6 14°3 14°2 
Rum - - ~ 9-1 11°0 15°7 11°3 7°4 
Coffee - - - 19°4 15°7 20°7 20°1 17°3 
Dyewoods - - 25:0 21°3 18°7 21°1 24°3 
Fruit - - - 20°3 29°4 17°7 23°1 26°6 
Pimento - - 3°2 4°5 3°1 3°5 3°8 
Other produce - - 6°7 5°0 8°5 6°6 6°4 


So far as the past five years are concerned, the falling off in the 
percentage of sugar to the total export is not great, but at the 
present rate fruit and the minor products will in a few years 
occupy a still more prominent place in the list, while there is 
little present prospect that the out-put of sugar will increase to 
very great extent. 


Police. 


The actual strength of the Police Force on the 31st March, 
1894, was 765 officers and men, being only five below the allowed 
strength. Of this number, 18 were inspectors, including the 
Inspector-General, 125 sub-officers, and 622 men. 


The rural police at the same date numbered 811, of whom 
214 were rural headmen, and 697 rural policemen. 


The total strength of the regular force and rural police combined 
thus reached 1,676 men of all ranks. 


Ninety-six men enlisted during the year, 43 were discharged, 
18 were dismissed, and five died. 


Pensions, amounting in the aggregate to 1682. 18s. 8d., were 
granted to eight of the 43 men discharged, and gratuities 
amounting to 282/, 14s, 5d. to 19. 

Charitable allowances were also granted to widows of deserving 
men, and these amounted to 35/. 

The water police established during the year at Montego Ray to 
discharge similar duties to those performed by the corresponding 
force in Kingston, have proved of value. 

A new station has been established at Cave Valley in the far 
interior of the Island, where a thriving populace has sprung up. 
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The following table-shows the services rendered by the police 
as compared with the preceding four years :— 


he | 1888-89] 1889-91. | 1891~+92. | 1892-93. | 1893-94. 
Number of persons ar- 4,218 9,624 6,558 6,928 
rested on view and on 8,237 
information. 
Number of persons ap- 1,873 2,499 1,645 1,802 
prehended on warrants. 
Number of search war- 102 153 116 102 122 


rants executed. 

Number of persons sum- | 14,018 | 25,427 17,588 18,896 19,212 
moned. 

Number of persons sub- | 21,702 27,540 28,267 22,766 29,808 
peenaed. 

Number of seizures under 225 665 825 440 399 
revenue laws. 

Number of post-mortems 388 627 460 432 594 
ordered. 

Number of prisoners 8,796 15,312 9,638 10,570 8,599 
escorted. | 


Turning to the criminal returns, it is to be regretted that the 
number of murder cases has gone up from eight last year to 
13 this year; of this number, however, nine only of the arrests 
occur in this year, the remaining four being remanents from the 
previous year. Manslaughter has decreased from 16 to 10, but 
there is again a lamentable increase in the number of cases of 
cutting and wounding. Last year the figures were 652, this year 
they are 684. This offence is attributed by some of the 
Inspectors to jealousy, while one officer considers that the some- 
what free use of the knife or other lethal weapon is the result of 
the visit of so many of the male population to Colon during the 
attempted construction of the Panama-Canal. To the same fact 
is attributed two disturbances which took place at Old Harbour 
and Cumberland Pen races, respectively, in which the authority 
of the police was defied. 

It is gratifying to note that there has been a marked decrease 
in the more sericus forms of offences against property, Of 
burglary there have been 14 cases in 1893 to 1894 as against 25 
in 1892-93 ; of breaking into dwelling houses and stealing therein, 
108 cases in 1893-94 as against 141 in 1892-93, and of breaking 
into shops, warehouses, &c., 89 cases in 1893-94, as against 109 
in 1892-93. 

There is also a decrease in the number of eases of offences 
avainst property committed without violence, though in the case 
of larceny of dyewoods and in simple larceny the figures are 
somewhat higher. Last year it was necessary to call attention to 
the increase of arson cases, under the head of malicious injury to 
property. Itis matter for congratulation that in 1893-94, the 
number is 36 against 49 last year. | 

The police have at present under supervision no less than 1,060 
habitual criminals, and it is to the credit of the force that so 
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large a number of persons is carefully watched ; to their vigilance 
in this respect no doubt may be attributed the decrease in 
breaches of the law with regard to property of which note is 
made above. 


Prisons. 


The number of prisoners in all the prisons and gaols of the 
Island on the 3lst of March 1894 amounted to 943, or a decrease 
of 21 as compared with the number in prison on the same date 
in the preceding year. The following has been the number in 
custody in each of the last seven years :— 


On 30th September 1887 - - - 795 
“a 1888 ~ - - 749 

9° 1889 - - - 890 

31st March 1891 . - - 893 

. 1892s; : - 988 

$ 1893 ‘ - 964 

1894 - - - 943 


39 


The return given below shows the results of the year under 
review in comparison with those of the previous year :— 


| Year ended 31st March, 


| 1894. 1893. 
een mI ee as EE ad a ee, ae ae ae a oe aaa 
Commitments :— 
To prison - - - - 8,935 4,566 
To lock-ups - - - 445 361 
Total - . 2 . 4,380 4,927 
Re-convictions - - - - 1,397 1,553 
Deaths :— t 
General Penitentiary - - - 21 16 
Other prisons - - - 29 21 
Total - - - - 50 87 
Executions - - > SS 1 1 
Daily average number of prisoners in 1,008 1,004 
custody. 
FInAaNciaL. roe i aaa 
Gross expenditure - - - 19,344 1 7 18,613 6 8%} 
Gross earnings in cash 3 - - 5,264 18 22 | 4,890 2 104 
Net cost of maintaining prisons - 14,079 3 43 13,723 3 10 
Cost per prisoner - ake - 13 19 4 13 13 42 
Estimated value of labour yielding no 5,086 7 7 5,098 14 2 
return. 
Estimated value of bricklaying work and 4,235 7 114 3,340 14 12 
stone quarried. ; 
Washing and repairing (General Peni- 1,808 17 4 1,375 8 7 
tentiary). 


RR 
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The prison buildings are all in good order. During the year 
20 additional cells for female prisoners have been completed at 
the General Penitentiary, and there is now accommodation in that 
prison for 98 females. The average daily number during the 
year was 81. 

There were 21 deaths in the General Penitentiary during the 
year, of which eight were those of prisoners who were in ill-health 
when admitted to the prison, and three were the infant children of 
female prisoners, The death-rate was 37°84 per 1,000, based on 
an average daily population of 555. An epidemic of influenza 
prevailed in this institution during the months of July and 
August, but fortunately without loss of life. 

here were 29 deaths in the other prisons. 

The prisoners have been employed in the usual tasks, including 
brick-making, quarrying, lime-burning, and trade handicrafts, as 
well as the washing and repairing of clothes for the prisons and 
the outside public, 

Religious services have been conducted regularly in the General 
Penitentiary by the chaplains of the various denominations attached 
to the prison, and in the St. Catherine, Falmouth, and Hanover 
District Prisons, and also in the Middlesex and Surrey County 
Gaol, In the Port Antonio and Black River Short Term Prisons 
no regular provision for this service exists, but prayers are read by 
the officers of the institutions, 

School was held regularly in the General Penitentiary and the 
St. Catherine and Falmouth District Prisons. 

Discipline bas been well maintained in the Prisons, and the 
mark system continues to work satisfactorily at the General 
Penitentiary. 


Vital Statistics, 


The natural increase of population during the yedr under notice 
was 12,480, being a rate of increase of 19°5 per 1,000 persons 
living. The corresponding rate during the previous year was 16°8 
per 1,000. Calculating from this basis, the estimated population 
at the 3lst March 1894 was 672,762, while the mean population 
for the year is estimated at 667,554, which are the figures on which 
the marriage, birth, and death-rates are based. 

The number of marriages recorded during the year was 3,734 or 
5°5 of the population. ‘The rate last year was 5‘1, the number of 
marriages being 385 less. 

The marriage returns show that there is a continued decrease in 
the number of illiterate persons signing the register. Last: year 
the percentage was 42°65 this year it is 52. 

The number of births during the year was 27,365 or 2,890 more 
than during last year. ‘The percentage is 40°6 to each 1,000 of 
mean population. Of the 27,365 births 16,596 were illegitimate, 
the rate per 100 births being 60°6—figures which, it is to be 
regretted, show ho improvement in this respect. 

The deaths recorded were 14,885 in number, the rate per 1,000 
of mean population being 22:1. Infant mortality continues 
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Jamaica. abnormally high. Of the number of deaths given above 6,355 
1898-4. were those of children under five years of age, or 42°7 per cent. 
In the Cayman Islands, with a population of 3,725, the number 
of births was 187, of marriages, 41, and of deaths, 54. 


General. 


The material welfare of the people of this Colony continues to 
improve and the Customs returns for the year under review show 
evidence of this in the increase in the consumption of what may be 
regarded in the West Indies as the luxuries of life. 

From the reports of the collectors of revenue in the severus 
parishes it is gratifying also to learn that the houses of the peasantry 
seem to have more attention from their owners, and in one parish 
it is thought worthy of remark that “ the small flower garden which 
“ig seen before almost every house in the country tends to show 
‘“ that civilization is on the increase.” And the people are said to 
be steadily improving in the erection of a better kind of house. 

A side light is thrown on the educational progress of the masses 
by consulting the statistics of the Public Library in Kingston, the 
capital of the Island. The record of the readers in the library 
shows in 1892-93 an increase of 36 per cent. over 1891-92, this 
year an increase of 44 per eent. over 1892-93 and an increase of 
97 per cent. over 1891-92. In the year 1892-93 there were 
16,030 readers and this year 23,101 ‘readers, an increase of 7,071, 

As the Jamaica Militia has been referred to in previous reports, 
it may be mentioned here that an important step towards increasing 
its efficiency and usefulness was taken during this year by placing 
the ferce for the purposes of training and discipline under the Senior 
Military Officer. The force now consists of 560 men of all ranks 
and the General Officer commanding the troops in his last annual 
report stated that he “ has personally inspected the several companies 
“and considered that they are in a fair state of efficiency.” 

‘The general prosperity of the Colony has been fully maintained 
during the year, the value of property has much increased and the 
financial reputation of the Island is shown by the high price at 
which its securities are quoted in the London Money Market. 
That the great.advantages and attractions which Jamaica offers as 
a winter resort are becoming year by year better known and 
appreciated is shown by the increasing number of visitors to the 
Island, 

The health of the community has continued excellent during the 
year. 
H. Benaoueu, 

Administering the Government of Jamaica. 


COLONIAL REPORTS. —ANNUAL. 


No. 122. 
LABUAN. 


ANNUAL REPORT FOR 1893. 


(For Report for 1892 see Colonial Report [Annual] No. 93.) 


Presented to both Wauses of Parliament by Command of Ber Majesty. 


— aero 


LONDON: 
PRINTED FOR HER MAJESTY’S STATIONERY OFFICE, 


BY EYRE AND SPOTTISWOODE, 
PRINTERS TO THE QUEEN’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY. 


And to be purchased, either directly or through any Bookseller, from 


EYRE anp SPOTTISWOODE, East HARDING STREET, FLEET STREET, E.C., ard 
32, ABINGDON STREET, WESTMINSTER, S.W.; or 


JOHN MENZIES & Co., 12, HANOVER STREET EDINGURGA, and 
90, WEsT NILE STREET, GLASGOW ; or 


HODGES, FIGGIS, & Co., LImItED, 104, GRAFTON STREET DUBXIN. 


1895. 
[C.—7629.-5.] 


703 


704 


COLONIAL REPORTS. 


The following, among other Reports relating to Her Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained for a few 
pence from the sources indicated on the title page :— 


ANNUAL. 
No. Colony. Year. 
89 Basutoland - - - ~ - - | 1892-93 
90 | Ceylon - - : - - - | 1892 
91 Zululand - - - a - * = 
92 Mauritius - - - « é - ‘4 
93 Labuan - . - < a - i 
94 British Honduras - - « * . Py 
95 | Lagos - < o * « ¢ . 
96 | Sierra Leone a e mi . 
97 | Fiji - - . - o : 1 
98 | Rodrigues - - . i " < iG 
99 | St. Helena - - “ 4‘ e Z ¥ 
100 | British Bechuanaland - - - - | 1899-93 
101 British Guiana - - - “ - z 
102 | Newfoundland - - ‘ mi -| 1892 
103 | Jamaica - - - - - - | 1892-93 
104 Victoria - - - - - - 1892 
105 Bermuda - - - - - - 1893 
106 Gambia - - - - : 5 . 
107 | Hong Kong - - s é i us 
108 St. Vincent - - ‘ ‘ . - 
109 Gibraltar - - a a bs z cf 
110 Bahamas~ - - - - 7 Fs ee 
111 Turks and Caicos Islands’ - . = . es 
112 Leeward Islands’ - - - . 5 2 
113 Barbados - . am - ie : My 
114 | Malta ° - ao . ~ e A 
115 Zululand - - - - = “s : 
116 British Honduras - - 7 : a 
117 | Trinidad and Tobago - = . é: 
118 Falkland Islands - - - a - 
119 | Rodrigues - - - 3 é = 
120 Mauritius - - a “i z = fi 
121 Straits Settlements - . 4 . n ve 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
No. Colony. Subject. 
1 | Gold Coast - Economic Agriculture. 
2 Zululand - - Forests. ° 
3 | Sierra Leone - Geology and Botany. 
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No. 122. 
LABUAN. 


(For Report for 1892 see Colonial Report (Annual) No. 93.] 


Governor CrREAGH to the Marqugss or Rrreon, 


Government House, Labuan, 
My Lorp, September 22, 1894. 
I nAvE the honour to submit the following report on the 
Bae Book for 1893, which I am forwarding to your Lordship by 
this mail. 


1 Revenue, 


The total revenue for the year was $39,734 and the expenditure 
$36,129, showing a balance on the revenue side of $3,605. The 
expenditure exceeded that of 1892 by $3,455. 


2. Public Works. 


A bridle path was constructed through the padi swamp to 
Bukit-Kalam. Corduroy Road was re-constructed, and the planting 
of shade trees continued during the year. Roads and bridges 
were kept in repair by convict labour. 


3. Legislation, 
The following Ordinances were passed :— 


No. 1 of 1893.—To Suppress Traffic in Counterfeit Stamps. 

No. 2.—To Limit and Regulate the Working of Cargo on 
Sundays. 

No. 3.—To Define the Powers and Duties of the Postmaster 
and to Regulate the Despatch, Delivery, and Management of 
Mails, 

No. 4.—To Provide for the Registration of Trade Marks. 

No. 5.—To adopt the Indian Company’s Act of 1882 and 
amending acts. 

Ordinance No. 6.—To adopt the Indian Limitation of Suits 
Act, and amending Acts. 

I 84330. Wt. 20348, 
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4, Civil Establishment. 
The following changes took place during the year :— 


1. Mr. W. R. Flint was appointed Acting Resident and Deputy 
Governor, vice Mr. E. P. Gueritz, transferred. 

2. Mr. R. V. K. Applin acted as Port and Harbour Master and 
Superinteadent of Police vice Mr. G. Ormsby, transferred. 

3. Mr. M. Ponsonby was appointed Sub-Treasurer, vice Mr. G 
M. O’B. Horsford, transferred. 


5. Trade and Shipping. 


The Trade Statistics, being compiled from ship’s manifests and 
information supplied by shippers and consignees, who are under 
no statutory obligation to furnish classified returns, only approxi- 
mately represent the steamship trade of the colony. The boat 
traffic with the neighbouring coast ports, which cannot be 
estimated with any approach to accuracy, is entirely omitted from 
the Blue Book Return of Imports and Exports. The general 
depression of trade indicated in the subjoined table is attributed 
chiefly to the low price of sago, which reduced the Imports and 
Exports of this product to. $63,806 and $142,023 respectively 
as compared with $102,758 and $205,367, the corresponding 
figures for 1892.* 

The imports of cloth, provisions, and jungle produce also 
compare unfavourably with those of the previous year, but under 
exports, coal and sago are the only products that appear to have 
materially declined :— 


Number of Ships. 


Year. Imports. Exports. 
Entered. | Cleared. 
; $ 3 
1892 . - -| 565,772 365,555 4147 148 
1833 - _- - 518,414 247,399 - F438 143 
Decrease -}. 47,258 118,156 | A: 5 


The business and profits of sago factories have suffered not 
only from the decreased demand for the staple in the Singapore 
market but from the increased difficulty of exporting it. The 


* Both raw and refined sago are included in the returns of impcrts, but the latter 
only, which is known commercially as “sago flour,” finds a place amongst exports, 
all raw sago brought to the Colony, as well as the small quantity produced locally, 
being manufactured into flour by Chinese, prio to shipment. 
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only regular communication between the Colony and the Straits 
Settlements is maintained by steamships engaged in the North 
Borneo trade. These vessels call at Labuan both ways, but, as 
they occasionally return from Sandakan and Kudat with a full 
through cargo for Singapore, large quantities of sago and other 
produce which have been stored on the wharf for shipment have 
to remain exposed to the weather, at the owner’s risk, to await the 
arrival of the next steamer. 


To ensure the regular shipment of their goods, the Chinese and 
Native traders are endeavouring to engage a vessel exclusively 
for the local traffic, which they consider the only effectual means 
of averting the delay and disappointment to which they are now 
so frequently exposed. Most of the trade of the Colony and of 
the raw material supplied to its sago factories is derived from 
the North Borneo ports acrossthe Bay. I find from the Customs. 
Returns of Province Dent that no less than 69 per cent. of 
the merchandise exported from the Colony in 1893 came from 
the port of Mempakul alone; and the attached report by 
Mr. J. G. G Wheatley, on the sago industry of Province Dent, 
shows that the amount of raw and manufactured sago shipped 
from -Mempakul to Labuan during the year exceeded the total 
exports of this commodity from the Colony. The development 
of planting and other industries in Province Dent, which has 
quadrupled the trade with the Colony during the last four years, 
continues to progress with steady, if not very rapid, strides ; 
and, notwithstanding the restrictions placed on emigration by 
neighbouring chiefs, settlers are coming under the company’s rule 
in increasing numbers and larger areas of Jand being brought 
under cultivation every year. 


6. Mines. 


The output of the Coal Point mines during the last two yeara 
was as follows :— 


Year. Tons. | Value. 

$ 
1892 - - ° “ 12,004 58,681 
1893 - - - - 4,112 22,616 


Total 2 - 16,116 | 81,297 


The falling off during 1893 resulted from the suspension of 
work in the MacGregor and Ashby Mines. On the Coal Point 
and Victoria railway good progress was made during the year, and 
at the end of December it was anticipated that the line would be 
completed, and regular traffic commenced, before Ist February. 


LABuaAN. 
1893. 
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Lasvay, 7. General. 


During the year the Colony was visited by four British ships 
of war, and the United States cruiser “ Marion.” 

Sir Edmund Fremantle, commander-in-chief of the China 
Station, arrived in the flagship “ Imperieuse ” in February. 

In May, Sir Charles Brooke, Rajah of Sarawak, paid a short 
visit to the Colony. 

The health of the colony has been very satisfactory throughout 
the year, and the erection of some new houses has prevented 
over-crowding and improved the sanitary condition of the town. 

A local money order service with North Borneo was estab- 
lished, and also a direct money order exchange with Hong Kong 
and Singapore, but arrangements have not yet been completed for 
a parcels post service with those Colonies. 

A simple system of signals, introduced by Mr. R. K. Applin, to 
notify the arrival and departure of steamers, and the closing and 
delivery of mails, has been much appreciated by the Chinese and 
native inhabitants as well as by Kuropeans. 

In December, the German ship Carl Friederich (a derelict) was 
discovered and towed into port by Captain Kaston of the American 
barque “ Georgietta.” 7 

On the 6th and 7th December, strong north-westerly gales 
unroofed several native houses, up-rooted trees, and did other 
damage tu private property, and some roads and bridges sustained 
serious injury from an unusually high tide which occurred about 
the same time. 

T have, &c. 
(Signed) C. V. Creacu, Governor. 


A Report on Saco CULTIVATION IN PROVINCE 
DENT. 


The Sago Palm, from which is manufactured the well-known 
Sago Flour of commerce, resembles in appearance the cocoanut 
tree. The former is valued for its trunk alone, the nuts are 
useless, and the tree dies if allowed to fruit. 


Varieties of Sago Palm. 


1. There are only two kinds of Sago Palm which are cultivated, 
the “ Rumbia Benas” (true sago), and the “ Rumbia Berduri ” 
(the thorny sago), also known as “ Rumbia Salak.” In appearance, 
both are the same, but on close inspection the stems of the latter, 
to which the leaves are attached, known as “ Pallapa,” will be 
found to be covered with bunches of thorns about one and a half 
to three inches long, 


Mode of Planting. 


2, Sago grows chiefly on damp ground subject to floods at 
certain times of the year. If grown in swamps, less sago is 
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produced and the trunks do not attain as great a height as when 
planted on clayey damp so'l subject to floods periodically. Once 
planted, the tree withstands floods and brackish water, but in the 
latter it does not grow as fast and the trunks are small. Sago is 
planted chiefly by suckers sent out by the parent tree which are 
carefuily cut off under ground. In swampy ground, the shoots are 
planted out at once, but in other localities the shoots are tied 
together in bundles and placed in wet, muddy ground until they 
have begun to send out roots, when they are planted out in holes 
12 inches deep, a foot in diameter, and 4 to 6 fatiioms apart. No 
earth is placed about the roots, but the plants are supported in an 
upright position by two sticks fixed on either side. The earth 
gradually fills the holes during. rains and floods. One man with 
an assistant can plant 300 plants a day. After this, further 
attention is generally unnecessary for a year, and in some cages two 
years, when the jungle growth is cleared around the growing tree. 
Some planters regularly clear around the roots and cut away 
suckers if they are too abundant. Rumbia Berduri is preferred 
to the Rumbia Benar, chiefly because the wild pigs do not attempt 
to destroy young plants, on account of the thorns. In planting 
Rumbia Benar, fences have to be made to keep out the pigs, which 
are very destructive. Rumbia Berduri is also reported to produce 
more raw sago, but the quality of flour is the same in both species. 
Each tree produces from four to five pikuls of raw sago (133 lbs. = 
one pikul), being at the rate of one pikul per fathom of trunk. 
Both trees grow to the same dimensions, 24 to 42 feet in heighi, 
and one and ahalf to three feet in diameter at the base of trunk, 
The Sago Palm is not subject to any disease, but, if a deep cut is 
made at the base of the trunk close to the earth, the pith is attacked 
by large maggots, which gradually eat their way into the centre of 
the tree, and in three or four months destroy the whole trunk. 
This is a favourite way of paying off a grudge among the 
natives. The sago tree takes trom five to seven years to mature, 
according to the nature of the soil. During the third year, the 
plant begins to send out shoots. These grow up with the parent 
tree and in time give out suckers. If these are allowed to grow 
too freely, they form a dense thicket around the mature trunks and 
give a great deal of trouble to the workers. Every year, each 
clump produces a large number of workable trunks. During the 
fifth year, the parent tree is ready to be cut down. In the 
meantime, the young shoots are rapidly developing, and in the 
seventh year probably three or fuur trees are ready, and so on, so 
that the sago tree once planted continuously supplies the planter 
with logs without giving him any trouble as regards their 
cultivation. The natives compare their sago plantation to a herd 
of cattle, and it would be difficult to reckon the number of logs 
tiat_ each clump may have produced in the space of 40 or 50 
years. When the sago tree is allowed to flower, the pith begins 
to diminish, and, if the mature trunks are not cut down regularly, 
the whole clump gradually deterioratesand the trees become 
stunted bushes instead of growing to the usual height. Nothing 


709 


710 


8 COLONIAL REPORTS.—~ANNUAL. 


of the sago tree is lost. The trunk supplies the sago ; the leaves 
and stems are largely used by natives for building purposes, the 
former for roofs and the latter for partitions and walls of houses, 
which when properly constructed are very neat-looking and 
durable. The top shoot makes an excellent vegetable, while the 
trunk, when split in two longitudinally and the pith scooped out, 
is used as a boat to transport the raw sago which has been 
extracted from it. The bark when taken off makes excellent fuel, 
and an enterprising Chinaman who employs an engine for rasping 
sago logs uses this as a substitute for fire-wood. 

The sago trade between Mempakul and Labuan is carried on by 
native schooners of about 40 tons, which ply regularly and in fair 
weather are able to make a trip every two days. 

The following are the figures recorded in the returns at 
Mempakul of the sago shipped to Labuan since January 1890. 
Bs Wa eee SLA i ae Bg OTe me MeO AS Se Ee) ee 

—— Sago Flour. Raw Sago, 


i nn RIE EEE EEE EERER EEN 


1890 - > - - ' aes 72 ae 
1891 : - - - 24,826, 67 18,560.20 
1892 - - - - 101,327 .06 25,304,59 
1893 - - - - 119,092.70 25,034.24 


TO a ee ge lt 
The latter portion of the year is generally the busiest, as the 
rains assist in the transport of the raw material from streams 
which may have become too shallow during the dry weather. 
The present price of sago flour at Singapore is $2.55 per pikul, 
The Cihinese traders buy the raw material at from $1 to $1,20 per 
ikul, -zeording to the market price at Singapore, and, after 
allowing for the cleaning of the raw sago and washing it in the 
factories, there remains a profit of at least 50 cents per pikul to 
the Chinese manufacturers. The freight from Labuan to Singapore 
at present is 22 cents per bag of 115 catties=150 lbs. A 
royalty of 6 cents per pikul is charged on sago flour exported 
from Province Dent to Labuan when the Singapore price is below 
$2.50, and eight cents when above that sum, Qn raw sago, a 
royalty of eight cents is charged to protect the sago jactories. The 
sago trade is increasing rapidly on the Borneo Coast, and at the 
present time over three-fourths of the flour and raw sago exported 
from, and imported into, Labuan comes from British North Borneo 


ports. 


Mempakul, (Signed) J. G, G. WHEATLEY, 
September 15, 1894. Magistrate, Province Dent, 
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No. 132. 


LAGOS. 
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The following, among other, Reports relating to Her Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions, have been issued, and may be obtained for a few 
pence from the sources indicated on the title page :— 


ANNUAL. 

No. Colony. Year. 
100 | British Bechuanaland - - - - | 1892-93 
10] British Guiana’ - - - - - 9 
102 | Newfoundland - - - - ° 1892 
103 | Jamaica - - a « = - | 1892-93 
104 | Victoria - . * " * -| 1892 
105 | Bermuda - ° - P he -| 1893 
106 Gambia - ‘ é . - 5s 
107 | Hong Kong . “ - “ " 
108 | St. Vincent - - - . < af 
109 Gibraltar - x . Z :, S - 
110 | Bahamas - - . = & Z R 
111 | ‘Turks and Caicos Islands - e . = s 
112 | Leeward Islands - 3 BN “ i 4 
113 | Barbados - - . = . u .. 
114 |; Malta . - . e 2 7 E a 
115 | Zululand - “ . z e ; z 
116 | British Honduras . - Z < , 
117 Trinidad and Tobago ° * - “ 1s 
118 | Falkland Islands - - - ‘ $ ie 
119 | Rodrigues - - . - - P y. 
120 Mauritius - - - * . * a 
121 Straits Settlements- - - : = a 
122 | Labuan - = * Ps 2 a 3 
123 | Basutoland- - - - - - | 1893—94 
124 | St. Lucia - « - . ; - | 1893 
125 | St. Helena- - ° - - : 
126 | Ceylon’ - . - 5 . - ~ 
127 | Fiji - “ “ = . . ia 
128 Grenada - - . * . " 2 
129 | Sierra Leone - - - - _ ne 
130 British Bechuanaland - - - - | 1893-94 
131 British New Guinea - - - = {1892-3 & 

1893-4 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
No. Colony. Subject. 
1 | Gold Coast - - | Economic Agriculture. 
2 Zululand - - | Forests. 


3 | Sierra Leone - - | Geology and Botany. 
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No. 132. 
LAGOS. 


[For Report for 1892 see Colonial Report (Annual) No. 95.] 


Sir G. T. Carrer to the MarQueEss oF RIPON. 


Government House, Lagos, 
My Lorp, December 18, 1894. 
I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith the Blue Book 
Returns for the year 1893, and beg to offer the following remarks 
thereon : 


TAXES. 


9.. There has been no alteration in the Tariff as detailed in the 
Report for 1892. 


REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE. 
Revenue. 


3. The estimated Revenue for 1893 amounted to 92,7301.. and 
that actually collected to 115,317/ Ys. 6d. shewing an excess 
of 22,5871. 9s, 6d. 


4. This result is mainly owing to the Customs collections. 


naving realized the sum of 104,202/. 16s. 9d., consequent upon a 
general increase of trade, whereas they were only estimated to 


produce 85,0007. 


5. This gratifying result is unquestionably due mainly to the 
action taken by the Government in compelling the Jebus to open. 


their roads to the Hinterland, and to the success of the: Governor's: 


subsequent Mission to the Interior, details of which have already 
been published in Blue Book (C. 7,227} 1893. 


6. In order to show the marked improvement in the revenue of 
1893, as compared with that of 1892, it will be interesting to 
append a statement showing the collections under the various 
heads for the years in question, though a portion of the increase 
must be attributed to the fact that in June 1892, an additional. 


I 85700. Wt. 20348, 
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Lasos. duty of 4d. per gallon was imposed upon spirits, as well as an 
increase of $d. per pound upon tobacco. 


Head of Estimate. | 1892. | 1898, | Increase. | Decrease. 
Customs - + -| sgare 9 | roma ie | sore 7% hae: 
Harbour and Lighthouse 1,878 15 5 740 4 6 - 1,138 10 11 
tion: &C. © : ° 2,461 6 1 3.279 12 8 818 6 2 _ 
Fees, Reimbursements, &c. 1,987 4 4 2,575 5 11 588 1 7 _ 
Postal Revenue - . 1,188 12 11 1,425 7 7 24114 8 _ 
Rent of Government Pro- 256 011 825 0 9 68 19 10 _ 
Tiles ai Total <= 14141111 | 1,798 7 4 818 15 6 _ 
Miscellaneous . . 746 8 0 975.19 7 22911 7 - 
Land Sales . . 17:0 «0 64 14 10 47 14 10 _ 


ean | NE 
68,421 9 4 | 115,817 9 6 48,0384 11 1 1,138 10 11 


7. It will be observed that the only item which shows a decrease 
is that under the heading of “ Harbour and Light Dues.” This 
falling off, however, is owing to the abolition of the Wharfage Dues, 
which took effect from June 1893, when the additional duty was 
placed upon Spirits. To counterbalance the withdrawal of this 
duty, an additional 1 per cent. was placed on the ad valorem duty, 
raising this impost to 5 per cent. 


Expenditure, 


8. The estimated expenditure for the year 1893 amounted to 
101,320/. 14s. 10d., and the sum actually disbursed to 101,2510. 
5s., showing a saving of 691. 9s. 10d. 


9. The statement of Assets and Liabilities on the 31st December, 
1893, shows a balance in favour of the Colony of 36,6702. 2s. 6d. 
as compared with a balance of 22,6041. at the close of 1892. 


CoNnsTABULARY. 


10. At the end of the year the Constabulary Force consisted of 
563 men, this number being only four short of the full complement. 
One hundred and twenty-four men were recruited during the 
year, and, on the whole, the men obtained were of good 
physique, and were genuine Houssas. 


11. The total cost of the force for the year amounted to 
20,9371, 2s. 3d., as compared with 14,9261. for the previous 
year. 
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12. It was decided in 1892 to raise the Houssa force from 250 
to 500 non-commissioned officers and men, and the Civil Police 
from 170 to 220 non-commissioned officers and men—hence the 
large increase in the expenditure. 


Pusuic Works. 


13. The estimated expenditure under the head of “ Public 
Works annually recurrent ” amounted to 4,670/., and that actually 
expended to 4,254/. 10s. 7d, showing a saving of 4151. 9s. 5d. 


14. The total vote for “Public Works Extraordinary ” 
amounted to 20,5371, and the sum actually expended to 
13,002. 7s. 8d., leaving an unexpended balance of 7,534. 12s. 4d., 
mainly owing to the absence of any expenditure on the proposed 
new Hospital. 


15. Many important Public Works were proceeded with during 
the year, including a new Government House, more Officers’ 
Quarters, and an extensive Customs Warehouse. The new 
Public Buildings in Lagos are all substantial brick structures, 
well cemented on the outside, and calculated to last. 


Imeorts AND ExporRTs. 
Imports. 


“16. The general imports into the Colony for the year show a 
very marked increase in value as compared with the returns for 
any other year in the history of the Colony, the total amounting 
to 749,0271, the year 1891 showing the next largest total value, 
viz.: 607,7191.; previous to that year the general imports had 
never reached a value of 600,000/., the lowest for the previous ten 
years being 357,831/. in 1886, and the highest 542,564/ in 1885. 


Exports. 


17. The general exports show a corresponding increase, the 
total value amounting to 836,295/.; the year 1891, as in the 
case of the Imports, showing the next largest value, viz. :— 
717,6431. The previous records for the last ten years show the 
worst year to be 1887, with a total value of 491,469/., and the 
next best to the present year to be the year 1884, with a total 
value of 672,414/, 


GAOLS AND PRISONERS. 


18. The undermentioned table exhibits a comparison between 
the statistics of the gaol for the years 1892-3, and calls for no 
special remark except that the number of punishments shews a 
very marked decrease in favour of the year 1893. 


I 83700. 
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Statistics for the Prison, 1892 and 1893. 
Eirias ee ae LER Ree E Sei 2 ken RE Pik Eatin 1S 


Prisoners’ 
Earnings. 
—_— Admissions, | Discharges. | Deaths. | Mscapes. | Executions. 
Indoor 
Labour. 
£ sa 
1892 - 261 209 1 2 Nil. 1,052 8 2 
1893 - 302 291 5 I Nil. 1,083 0 6 
Increase - 41 82 4 _ _ - 
Decrease = _ _ _ 1 _ 19 7 8 
Paes ee) See Oe A re ee ana aE Gea 
(continued) 
Prisoners’ Sittings of 
Earnings. Re-captured Number of 
— Punishments. Staff. Visiting 
Outdoor Prisoners. Cells. 
Labour Committee. 
SI nk Ses eens eee em erences (a ee ae Denes 
2 & dad, 
1892 - 213 17 6 421 1 16 2 131 
1893 . 200 16 1 256 1 19 2 1387 
Increase - - = - 3 _ 6 
Decrease - 18) 1.5 165 — =— — — 


a 


CRIMINAL STATISTICS. 


19. The Chief Justice has favoured me with the accompanying 
interesting record of the business transacted in the District Court 
and in the Supreme Court at Lagos, embracing the years from 
1886 to 1893. While, on the one hand, the criminal charges show 
no tendency to increase, on the other, the civil cases dealt with 
‘n 1893 exhibit a marked increase, both in the District and in the 
Supreme Courts, the civil suits in the former court amounting 
to 812 in 1893, as compared with 270 in 1886, and in the latter 
court amounting to 200 in 1893, as compared with 86 in 1886. 


Statistics of Central District, 1886-1893. 


Soe eee ee 


Criminal 


Judgment 
Charges. 


Summonses. Total. 


Civil Suits. Inquests. 


1886 - - 270 ob 450 724 34 
1887 - - - 286 7 509 802 26 
1888 - - 261 17 410 688 24 
1889 - - 368 35 382 785 13 
1890 - - 365 66 464 895 21 
1891 - - 482 107 353 942 21 
1892 - - 566 161 442 1,169 19 
1883 - 812 208 417 1,437 21 


COLONIAL REPORTS.—ANNUAL. 7 


In the Supreme Court of the Colony of Lagos. 
Statistics, 1886 to 1893. 


Jodement Criminal Assizes. 
Summonses, Probates and 
Year.| Suits. Gerace. Motions, | Letters of gee Number of | Number of 
a coe Admini. Civil Cases. prisoners 
Summonses. stration, Cases tried. arraigned. 
1886 | 86 4 25 23 138 76 104 
1887 | 128 17 27 87 209 75 115 
1888 | 107 18 41 80 196 76 104 
1889 | 120 48 54 27 249 61 96 
1890 | 111 48 81 39 224 91 104 | 
1891 | 140 46 34 36 256 61 69 
1892+; 160 65 45 41 811 64 117 
1893 | 200 92 86 137 515 58 118 
HospPIrTAts. 


20. The subjoined remarks in regard to the Hospital statistics 
for the year 1893, have been supplied by the Colonial Surgeon. 


21. “The year 1893 cannot be considered satisfactory from a 
sanitary point of view; there was no epidemic disease, but the 
number of deaths amongst the European population amounted to 
17, which is the highest death-rate recorded for the last 10 years, 
the lowest being 5 in 1890, and the highest 11 in the years 
1883, 1884, 1888, and 1889. The number of deaths registered 
amongst the Natives amounting to 1387, as against 1383 in the 
year 1892. The statistics of Native deaths, however, cannot be 
relied upon during the years previous to the introduction of the 
Registration Ordinance, No. 5 of 1889. 

“During the year 1893, 846 in-patients were treated at the 
hospitals, 48 of whom suffered from an infectious disease and 
were located in the Contagious Diseases Hospital. The daily 
average of in-patients was 47°7. 

“ OF those treated in the general hospital 88, or 11-03 per cent. 
died, and of the 48 in the Contagious Diseases Hospital, 10 or 
20°8 per cent. This death-rate is exceedingly high, as the majority 
of the cases treated were of a trivial character. This can, however, 
be accounted for in a measure by the fact that many of the patients 
were moribund when admitted, being, in fact, aged starved 
paupers. 

“ Fifty-nine Europeans were admitted as in-patients during 
the year, forty-three of whom were suffering from malarial fevers. 
Three of these died. 

“ In addition to those receiving treatment in the intern depart- 
ment of the General Hospital, 5,329 out-patients were treated in 
the extern, and 4,093 at Ereko dispensary. Vaccination was 
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carried out as usual, the one public vaccinator being employed 
solely at this work, with the result that 18,754 persons were 
operated on, 11,045 of whom were known to be successfully vac- 
cinated. Thirteen lepers had a more or less prolonged residence 
in the Contagious Diseases Hospital. The number of persons 
infected with this disease is increasing year by year.” 


EDUCATION. 


22, During the year the number of assisted schools in the 
Colony has risen from 30 to 33, and the number of separate de- 
partments in connection with the schools from 57 to 62. 


23. The number of children on the registers of the inspected 


schools of the various denominations is as hereunder :— 


Denomination. | Boys. Girls. | Total. |Percentage. 
Anglican - - - 1,072 677 1,749 53 
Wesleyan - - 365 168 533 16 
Roman Catholic - - 366 362 728 22 
United Native African - - 255 50 805 9 

Total - - - 2,058 4,957 8,315 oa 100 


24. In the preceding year the total number on the registers 
was 1,845 boys and 1,146 girlk=2,991. ‘There is thus a large 
increase of 324 children in the assisted schools in the Colony. 
The main source of the increase is the United Native African 
School, which was admitted in the number of assisted schools late 
in the year, end contained no less than 305 children on its 
register. 


25. The distribution of the school children according to religion 
stands as follows :— 


: | Percentage of 
Religion. Roniher of Bohae) Total Number on 
Children. Regi 
Registers. 
Christians - - - - 2,348 70°82 (72°4) 
Mahommedans - - - 412 12°43 (12°1) 
Pagans - . * 555 16°74 (155) 


The figures within brackets show the percentages in the 
preceding year. 
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26. From ‘the above percentages, it: appears that the increase on 
the number of children in'the State-aided schools has been chiefly 
drawn from the Mohammedan anil Pagan sections of the community, 
but more from the Pagans than the Mobammedans. We have 
henceforth to look to those sections of the community for any 
large increase of school. children in the future. 


27. There were in the Colony during the year under review 
60: Mohammedan Koranie schools, with about 1,400 children in 
regular attendance, and it is much to be desired that the Lagos 
Muslims could be brought to see the advantages of introducing 
English subjects into their school system—there are however not 
wanting signs. of a removal of the prejudice which formerly existed 
in regard to this question, and in time no doubt they will see the 
advantage of bringing their schools under the operation of the 
Education Ordinance. 


28. The financial status of the assisted schools of the different 
religious denominations is shown below :— 


Denomination. Income. Expenditure. ba Siar 

pig cpl gi £ »s d. Sh. 8. al) 

Anglican . < - 2,637 5 6% 1,998 0 5 540 7 4 

Wesleyan - - - 773 15 10 7388 18 1 200 2 1 

Roman Catholic +: -| 1,255 13 8 2,777 6 103 453 12 5 
Total - & 4,666 14 11g 5,514 5 TS 1,194 ioe 


29. The excess of expenditure over income is all on the side of 
the Roman Catholi¢ schools; this deficit is due to expenditure 
incurred on buildings and the salaries of White teachers, while 
only 45/. was received as school fees from 728 children. 


30. There is as yet no adequate provision for filling up the 
waste in the staff of teachers in the schools, and, indeed, there is 
great need for teachers of higher intellectual and professional 
attainments. 


31. The fifth annual competitive exhibition of school work 
was successfully held on the 16th December, 1893. ‘T'he exhibits 
were fewer in number than usual, but the standard of quality was 
fully maintained. 


32, Industrial instruction is given at St. Mary’s Convent in 
the form of domestic economy, and includes plain needle-work, 
fancy needle-work, cutting-out, washing, ironing, &c.; some such 
work is also done in the girls’ department at Topo, and cocoanut 
planting, together with gardening, is the only industry taught in 
the boys’ department of the same place. 
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33. It is hoped that next year arrangements will be completed 
for working a Government industrial scheme in connexion with 
the “ Hussey Charity,” which has an income of about 500/. a year 
from trust funds, 

GENERAL REMARKS. 


34. The condition of the Colony at the close of the year 1893 
has’afforded an ample justification for the active Interior Policy 
carried out under the present administration. There have been 
no serious complications with the Native Tribes, and there has 
been a steady flow of trade to the large markets, consequent upon 
increased security to Natives bringing down their produce. 


35. The Jebu Expedition struck a very severe blow to the 
slave trade, and, at the time I write, slave-raiding has practically 
been extinguished in the Yoruba Country. Although it will be 
anticipating matters somewhat, it will not be out of place to record 
here that this result has been mainly due to the presence of 
European Officers in command of detachments of Houssas at Jebu 
Ode, Ibadan, and Sagamu, whose duty it is to see that peaceable 
traders are not molested on their way to the Lagoon markets, 


36. The Treaty negotiated with the Egbas has so far been 
loyally kept, and the relations between Lagos and Abeokuta 
continue to be of a most cordial and friendly character. It has 
not been found necessary to place a European Resident in the 
Egba Country, but an intelligent Native resides at Abeokuta and 
acts as the medium between the two Governments, so far to the 
satisfaction of both parties. ‘The Egbas have an intense desire to 
maintain their independence, and now that the ice has been broken 
and the Governor of Lagos is a welcome visitor to Abeokuta, I 
do not think any trouble is likely to arise that could not be 
removed by a personal visit, should the matter be of sufficient 
importance to justify such a step. There is no question, however, 
that the occasional appearance of the Governor in the more 
important interior towns will always be an important factor in 
the maintenance of peace and that cordial relationship between 
the Lagos and the Native Governments which is so essential to 


sd ar 
the commercial interests and general development of the Colony. 
have, &c. 
G. T. Carrer, 


Governor. 
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No. 142. 


MALTA. 


ANNUAL REPORT FOR 1894. 


(For Report for 1893, see Coloniai Report [Annual] No. 114.) 


Presented to both Wouses of Parliament by Command of Her Majesty. 
15 August 1895. 


LONDON: 
PRINTED FOR HER MAJESTY’S STATIONERY OFFICE, 
BY EYRE AND SPOTTISWOODE, 
PRINTERS TO THE QUEEN'S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY. 


And to be purchased, either directly or through any Bookseller, from 
#YRE snp SPOTTISWOODE, East HaRpine STREET, FLEET STREET, E.C., and 
32, ABINGDON STREET, WESTMINSTER, S.W.; or 
JOHN MENZIES & Co., 12, HANOVER STREET, EDINBURGH, and 
90, West NILE STREET, GLASGOW ; oF 
HODGES, FIGGIS, & Co., Larrep, 104, GRAFTON STREET, DUBLIN, 


1895. 


[C.—7847-s.] 
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The following, among other, reports relating to Her Majesty's 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained for a few 
pence from the sources indicated on the title page :— 


ANNUAL. 
No. Colony. Year. 
110 | Bahamas - - - - > - | 1893 
111 | Turks and Caicos Islands - - . - 
112 | Leeward Islands - - ” - . * 
113 | Barbados - - - - ~ pe 
114 | Malta ~ - - - - = 
115 | Zululand - - - - - - ie 
116 | British Honduras - - - - a 
117 | Trinidad and Tobago - - - - = 
118 | Falkland Islands - - . - - a 
119 | Rodrigues - - - - - +s 
120 | Mauritius » - . - - a 
121 | Straits Settlements - - - - ‘“ 
122 | Labuan - - - - - - * 
123 | Basutoland - - - - - | 1893-94 
124 | St. Lucia - - - - - | 1893 
125 | St. Helena - - - - - ‘i 
126 | Ceylon - - - - - - . 
127 | Fiji - - - : - - P 
128 | Grenada - - - - - - “4 
129 | Sierra Leone - - - - - 5 
130 | British Bechuanaland - - - - | 1893-94 
131 | British New Guinea - - - - | 1892-3 & 
1893-94 
132 | Lagos’ - - ~ “ - -| 1893 
133 | British Guiana - - - - - | 1893-94 
134 | Jamaica - - - é % * 
1385 | Newfoundland - - - - - | 1893 
136 | Gold Coast - = - - - - 
137 | Zululand - - - - - | 1894 
138 | Bermuda - - - . - ‘3 
139 | Bahamas - - - - - - a 
140 | Barbados - - “ - - e 
141 | Turks and Caicos Islands - - - ‘3 
MISCELLANEOUS. 

No. Colony. Subject. 

1 Gold Coast - - - | Economie Agriculture. 

2 Zululand = - - - | Forests. 

3 Sierra Leone - - | Geology and Botany. 

4 Canada - - - | Emigration. 
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No. 142. 


MALTA. 


[For Report for 1893, see Colonial Report (Annual) No, 114.] 


Sir A. J. Lyon FREMANTLE to the Marqusss or RIPON. 


My Lorp, The Palace, Valetta, June 8, 1895. 
I wave the honour to forward, herewith, for the information 
of your Lordship, the Chief Secretary’s Report on the Blue Book 


for the year 1894, 
I have, &c. 
ArtTuuR J. Lyon FREMANTLE, 
Governor. 


Chief Secretary’s Office, Valetta, 
SIR, June 4, 1895, 
I Have the honour to submit to your Excellency the 
following report on the Malta Blue Book for the year 1894 :— 


Finance. 


The public revenue for the year was 301,858/. 13s, 93d, and 
the expenditure 291,682. 2s. 4d. ; the excess of revenue over 
expenditure was, therefore, 10,176l. 11s. 53d. Compared with 
1893, the revenue shows an increase of i0,701/. 3s. 53d., and the 


expenditure a decrease of 13,310/. 10s. 8d. 
I 87708. Wt. 20348, 
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Matta. Revenue. 
1894, 
— The amounts collected from all sources, in 1894, are classified 
as follows :— 
= ie ee 
Customs - ~ - ~ 168,086 19 5 
Harbour and Quarantine Dues . 9,522 8 9 
Licences, Court Fines, &c. - - 5,849 9 93% 


Fees of court or office, payment for 
specific services, and reimbursements 22,142 3 11 


Post Office - - - - 11,685 111 
Railway = - - - - 5,603 17 0 
Water service - - - 7,626 18 104 
Rents (rural) - - - 13,496 16 13 
Rents (urban) - - - 27,429 3 02 
Rents on account of Charitable Founda- 
tions ~ - - - 3,991 10 10 
Interest - ~ - - 26424 4 1 
Total : : - £301,858 13 91 
SS 
The increase in the Revenue is chiefly due to larger receipts 
from :— 
a, Customs. 


6. Licences and Court fines. 

c. Fees and reimbursements. 
d. Post Office. 

e. Railway. 

J. Rents of house property. 


On the other hand, there was a decrease of Revenue under the 
following heads, viz.,— 
a. Harbour and Quarantine Dues. 
b. Water Service. 
c. Rural rents. 
d. Rural rents on account of charitable foundations. 
e. Interest. 


It is gratifying to observe that the Customs revenue, which in 
1893 had somewhat fallen, again resumed, in 1894, its progressive 
elasticity. There can be no doubt that, so long as the population 
continues to increase and the Garrison and Fleet are kept up to 
their present strength, the revenue from Customs, which is the 
most important one in this Colony, will undergo no substantial 
reduction, but will more probably tend to expand. 

The increase of the receipts under head “ Licences and Couré 
Fines” was obtained from the larger amount of Court Fines 
adjudged in the Courts of Judicial Police, in the Gozo Courts and 
the Syndic’s courts, as a result of the larger number of cases which 
came before those courts, It is to be noted, however, that the 
revenue from Licences was somewhat less than that of the 
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preceding year, owing to a falling off in the number of licences 
to carry a gun. 


As regards the head of revenue under “ Fees and Reimburse- 
ments,” an increase in the receipts over those of the preceding 
year was realised, chiefly by a larger amount of fees for the 
treatment of paying patients in the hospitals, of fees payable in 
courts of justice, abattoir fees, sale of badges, and by a new 
source of revenue accrued from the performance of services con- 
nected with sanitation, and sales from the Botanic Garden. Of 
the above, the revenue from abattoir fees is that which, being 
created recently, calls for more particular attention. The 
Slaughter House became a Government concern in 1891; and it 
is a matter of satisfaction to observe that, setting aside all other 
advantages, the undertaking is organised so as to be financially 
remunerative, the concern being more than self-supporting. The 
following figures show its revenue and expenditure for the last 
three years :— 


oe Revenue. — Expenditure. 

& s. d. oe Aa 3 

In 1892 - - - - - 2,979 12 53 1,086 8 1 
In 1893 - - - - - 2,806 9 10 1,093 2 3 
In 1894 - - - - - 3,060 4 6 1,07 > 8.11 


The Post Office realized an increase of revenue over that of the 
preceding year to the amount of 815/. 18s. 3d. This increase 
appears to have been brought about by the running of a daily 
mail between Malta and Syracuse on account of the Government, 
which caused a larger despatch of correspondence and consequent 
larger sale of stamps. The international transit rates received by 
the Post Office have likewise shown a tendency to expand. 


The progressive increment of the Postal revenue is shown by 
the following figures :— 


= het: 
In 1892 - - “ - 10,743 18 6 
In 1893 - - = - 10,869 3 
In 1894 - ‘ - - 11,685 1 11 


The receipts from the railway department continue to increase, 
owing to the efficient management of the department, to greater 
passenger traffic, and to the more frequent running of trains. In 
the year under review the revenue earned by the railway was 
in excess of that of the preceding year as well as of the forecast 


for 1894. 
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The following figures show the revenue received by the Railway 
Department in the last three years, viz.,— 


Foe ale ctey ots 
In1892—s«- i Z - 3,750 19 10 
In 1893. °. ; ; co n&gfbt 18 2S 
In 1894 - - - - 6603 17 O 


The source of revenue next in importance, after the Customs, 
is that derived from the landed estate of the Government. As in 
previous years, the receipts in the shape of rents show an increase 
under the head of house property and a decrease on agricultural 
lettings, viz.,— 


— Urban. Rural. 
£ a. a: £ s.  d. 
In 1892 - - - . - 25,804 7 113 14,283 18 23 
In 1893 - - - - “ 26,421 7 7} 13,866 11 3} 
In 1894 - - - - - 27,429 3 02 13,496 16 13 


The increase in the rents of urban property is due to efficient 
measures for eliminating the profits of middlemen and to the 
reletting of the tenements falling out of lease at the present market 
value. The decline in the receipts from rurai lettings is chiefly 
due to the fall in the price of wheat and to.agricultural depression, 
which does not as yet show any signs of improvement, 


As already stated, the revenue from harbour and quarantine 
dues has been subject to a reduction, no important quarantine 
restrictions having been imposed in 1894, As regards, however, 
the Tonnage Dues or Harbour Dues, it is to be observed with 
satisfaction that no abatement of revenue took place in 1894, a 
fact clearly demonstrating that the number of steam-vessels which 
visited our harbour last year was not below that of previous years. 
The following figures show the amount of tonnage dues received 
during the last three years :— 


a. 
In 1892 - - - - 7,476 0 6 
In 1893 : " x «= 8068:°¢" © 
In 1894 - - - - 8,326 19 9 


The decrease in the revenue under heads “ Water Supply ” 
and “ {nterest ” is too small to call for any particular remark. 
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Expenditure. 


The provision voted for the expenditure for the year 1894 
amounted to 328,120/. 4s. Od. The actual expenditure, as already 


stated, reached the sum of 291,682/. 2s. 4d., as follows :— 


- i 


Charges on account of Interest and 


Burthens = - - - 
Pensions ~ - - 
The Governor and Legislature 
Chief Secretary’s Department 


- 18,210 10 93 


Receiver-General and Director of 


Contracts Department = - 
Customs and Port Department 
Audit Department - ~ 
Printing office - - 
Railway Department - - 
Legal Department - : 
Police - - ; 
Prisons - - - 


Charitable Institutions, including 


Monte di Pieta - - 
Education - - - 
Post Office - - - 
Ecclesiastical Expenditure - 
Military Expenditure - - 
Miscellaneous Services - 


"14,146 4 ‘8 
oi Reg: 13°11 
- 4,302 15 9 
- 9691 4 0 
- 10,204 6 10 
=; ‘1,414 19. 6 
ni. 184d 18628 
- 56,009 15 9 
- 18,665 17 10 
- 42,578 19 4 
4 OO . Te 
- 42,341 3 5 
- 20,667 7 5 
- 10,856 17 11 
-) 3897-7510 
- 5,000 0 0 
- 10,463 10 1 


Superintendent of Works Department- 6,759 11 2 


Public Works Recurrent = - 
Public Works Extraordinary - 


The expenditure for the last three years was as follows :— 


In 1892 (13 months, including 


December 1891) - - 
In 1893 - - - 
In 1894 - - - 


The heads of service under which increased expenditure was 


incurred in 1894 are the following :—-. 


(a.) The Governor and Legislature, 


(.) Legal Departments, 
(c.) Police Department, 
(d.) Charitable Institutions, 
(e.) Education. 


The principal causes of such increased expenditure were, under 
the first three items, (a) the frequent elections for seats vacated by 


- 56,213 13 23 
3 /-11,814-3.8 


£291,682 2 4 


DS ¥:-.d., 


297,371 4 11} 
304,992 13 0 
291,682 2 4 
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members of the Council of Government, (b) the creation of a new 
office of Notary to the Government, (with the arrangement, 
however, that the fees are now paid into the public revenue), and 
a larger expenditure incurred in connection with criminal trials; 
and (c) the larger quantity of uniform clothing and bedding issued 
to the Police Force, the allowances payable to the Assistant 
Superintendents in lieu of uniforms granted during the year, and 
the several increments of salaries and allowances. 

The Charitable Institutions, upon which about one-seventh of 
the whole of the public revenue is annually expended, cost, during 
the year 1894, 42,3417. 3s. 5d. In the previous two years the 
amount expended was as follows :— 


2 a ee 
In 1892 (13 months) ~ - 43,521 13 2 
In 1893 - . : - 41,015 16 9 


The chief causes of the increased expenditure were due to the 
better standard of diet supplied to the inmates of the Poor House, 
the abnormal number of the patients in the institutions, and to 
the payment of bills for supplies of bedding ordered in 1893 and 
delivered in 1894. 


The cost of the Educational Department for the last three years 
was as follows :— 


££. da. 
In 1892 (13 months) - - = “21,029 12 9 
In 1893 - - - - 20,369 15 2 
In 1894 + - - - 20,667 7 5 


The increase in 1894 is, to a very small extent, due to expansion 
of primary or technical schools, the greater part having been 
incurred on behalf of the University and the Lyceum, where the 
fees payable by the students are admitted to be too low in 
comparison to the facilities afforded for instruction. 

The expenditure under the other heads of service was below 
that of the preceding year, the diminution being attributable to 
the fact that the expenses in 1893 had surpassed the ordinary 
proportion usually spent under those heads. 


As regards the Public Works Department, though _ its 
expenditure was actually less than that of the previous year, it 
would nevertheless have been much higher had all the provisions, 
voted for works in 1894, been totally expended. The provisions, 
in fact, voted were as follows :-— 


£ be 
Recurrent works . - - 65,213 13 9 
Extraordinary works - - - 27,681 6 0 


ee 


Giving a total of - - - £92,894 19 9 
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Whereof the actual expenditure amounted to :— 


£ s. d. 
Recurrent - - - - 56,213 13 24 
Extraordinary - - - - 11,314 3 0 
giving a total of - - £67,527 16 24 


From the above figures, it will be seen that a sum of 
25,3671. 3s. 64d. remained unexpended at the close of the year, 
owing to the circumstances that certain works could not be taken 
in hand, or completed within the year. 

The expenditure, under Ordinance No. V. of 1891, of moneys 
arising from the proceeds of sale of Government immovable 
property, has now become of such importance as to call tor special 
mention. From the fund constituted as above stated, the following 
sums have, in terms of said Ordinance, been voted since 1891, and 
up to the 3lst December, 1894 :— 


£ ioe 
For the Railway - - - 16,099 11 6 
Towards the purchase of the “ Palazzo 
Parisio” (General Post Office) - 2,900 0 O04 
For the erection of schools - - 2,449 0 O 
For the erection of syndic’s courts, 
police stations and dispensaries - 1,293 0 0 
For a municipal electric lighting 
installation - - - - 35,500 O 0O 
For improving property yielding rent - 300 9 O 
For the erection of a hospital for 
contagious diseases in Gozo - - 3885 °0°0 
Total - - - £58,926 11 6% 


The above undertakings are all considered to be remunerative. 
The investments either pay interest directly, or will cause economy 
of expenditure from public revenue corresponding to the rate of 
interest previously received from invested steck. 


Public Works. 


The works of importance which were taken in hand during the 
year, and upon which extraordinary expenditure was incurred, are 
chiefly the following :— 

Towards the construction of a new abattoir, 8071 13s. Od. ; 
the completion of the prison for women, 2,295/. ; the improvement 
of roads, streets and bridges, 2,174/. 4s. 10}d.; the extension ot 
water supply, 2,6572. 6s, 9d.; the reconstruction of moles in the 
great harbour, 696/. 19s, 5d.; drainage works, 593/. 7s. 24d.; the 
improvement in buildings ot charitable institutions, 1,061/. 10s. 5d. ; 
and the improvements in the cemeteries, 506/. 2s, Od. 

I 87708. 
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Civil E'stablishments. 


During the temporary absence of your Excellency, Major 
General C. B. Knowles, C. B., was appointed, and acted as Deputy- 
Governor from 27th August to the 7th October. 

Sir Joseph Carbone, K.C.M.G., LL.D., (now Chief Justice) 
acted as Chief Secretary to Government during my absence from 
these Islands, from the 18th July to the 7th September, the 
ordinary duties of his office as Crown Advocate having been 
performed by Alfredo Naudi, Esq., LL.D., the present Crown 
Advocate. 


Legislation. 


Five legal enactments were passed in the Session of 1894, the 
most important of which are the following :— 


Ordinance No. IV. 
“To Amend Article 384 of the Criminal Laws.” 


The circumstances that gave rise to the passing of this Ordinance 
are briefly as follows: 

Two men were brought before Her Majesty’s Criminal Court 
for trial on an indictment charging them with theft, accompanied 
with wilful homicide, and, as soon as they were placed at the bar, 
one of them, feigning insanity, behaved in such a manner as to 
make it appear impossible to the judges to proceed with the trial 
That he was not labouring under any form of mental derangement 
was ascertained by a Medical Board subsequently appointed to 
examine him. But as, when ordered to be placed again at the 
bar for his arraignment, he behaved as he had done on his first 
appearance, notwithstanding the measures taken by the Court 
under Article 384 of the Criminal laws, authorizing any measure 
that the insubordination of the accused may render necessary, the 
trial was again put off. The judges requested that the law might 
be amended in the sense of giving power to the Court to proceed 
with the trial in the absence of the accused, when such absence 
became a unecessary consequence of his misconduct. 

In suggesting the above amendment, the sitting judges stated 
their opinion that, on a statement of the late Sir James Fitzjames 
Stephen, in his Digest of the Law of Criminal Procedure, to the 
effect “that if a prisoner so misconducts himself as to make it 
“ impossible to try him with decency, the court, it seems, may 
“ order him to be removed, and proceed in his absence,” they 
would have been perfectly justified, even without an express 
provision of the law, to proceed without the presence of the 
accused ; but as they considered it possible, at the time, to have 
the doubt settled by the Council of Government, they urged 
recourse to legislation. 
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An Ordinance was, therefore, introduced to amend Article 384 
of the Criminal Laws in the sense that, “if, in any manner, the 
** accused shall'so behave as to disturb order during the sitting, 
“ and after having been admonished by the Court shall persist 
“ jn such behaviour, or shall repeat it, the Court may direct that 
he be removed from the place appointed for the sitting, or, if he 
be under arrest, that he be taken back to prison, and may 
** commence and continue the trial with the assistance, only, of 
the Advocate whom the accused may have retained for his 
“ defence, or, if he shall have none, with the assistance of the 
** Advocate for the Poor, or of any other Advocate appointed by 
“ the Court.” 

When the draft was in the committee stage, amendments were 
proposed by the Representative of the Graduates of the 
University and by the member representing the 4th District, and 
the law, as eventually passed, restricts the power of the Court of 
removing the prisoner to cases where the punishment of death is 
demanded, and makes that power dependent on a declaration of 
the jury that the behaviour of the prisoner is such as to disturb 
the proceedings of the trial. 


13 


Ordinance No. V. 
“To Repeal Ordinance No. XV. of 1893.” 


The object of this Ordinance is to repeal the Ordinance entitled 
“ To obtain certain statistical information respecting the trade of 
“ these Islands,” which was promulgated by Proclamation, 
No. XII., of the 26th August 1893. 

The repealing enactment was introduced in Council by the 
member representing therein the “ Members of the Borsa di 
“* Commercio of Malta” ; it was opposed by the official members, 
but received, finally, the support of all the elected members with 
the exception of one, and it eventually passed on the 17th October 
1894. 

The reasons adduced for the repeal of the Ordinance were the 
inconvenience which, it was stated, had been experienced by some 
in the working of the law, inasmuch as the person who imported 
goods had to fill up a certain form which was not formerly 
required to be filled up, and because of the prejudice which many 
people, engaged in commerce, said the law would cause to local 
trade by diminishing the secrecy previously relied upon. 

Although the provisions of the Ordinance whieh has now been 
repealed were not all that had been desired to enable the Govern- 
ment to obtain reliable information for the purpose of the 
compilation of commercial statistics, the repeaied Ordinance 
constituted a first step towards progressive legislation on the 
subject. It is to be regretted that what appears to be a 
deep-rooted and well-sustained prejudice in these Islands against 
the compiling of correct commercial statistics should have brought 
about the passing of this repealing Ordinance. 


731 


732 


12 COLONIAL REPORTS.—ANNUAL. 


Population and Public Health. 


The population of these Islands is steadily increasing. On the 
3Ist December 1893 it was estimated at 168,105. ‘To this may 
be added 2,160 to represent the excess of births over deaths in 
1894; and the estimated population at the close of the year, 
exclusive of the Imperial forces, may be put down at 170,265, 
an increase of 5,228 since the taking of tne last Census on the 
5th April 1891. 

The number of births in 1894 was 6,714; of these 3,528 were 
males and 3,186 females, being at the rate of 1,107 males to every 
1,000 females. 

The number of marriages was 1,016, or 51 Jess than in the 
preceding year. 

The deaths registered in 1894 amounted to 4,554, a decrease of 
649 as compared with those of 1893, the death-rate having fallen 
from 30°9 per 1,000 of the population in 1893 to 26:7 in 1894, 
which is below the average for the last 20 years, Of these, 2,354 
were males (28°00 per 1,000) and 2,200 females (25°52 per 
1,000). 


Education. 


The Government educational establishments at present are 
an University, a Lyceum, two secondary schools 110 elementary 
day schools, 26 night schools, a school of technical and manual 
instruction, and a schoul for the training of assistant teachers. 


From statistical information furnished by the Director of 
Education to the Senate of the University, it appears that the 
average percentage of attendance during the scholastic year 
1893-94 was 81°3, and the average percentage of passes 92:5, 
which was considered satisfactory. 


The number of children on the books on the Ist September last 
was 15,153, i.e, 801 over the enrolment of last year, There were 
still 5,761 children on the books of the schools awaiting admission 
for whom there was not sufficient accommedation. 


This state of affairs is much to be regretted ; but the Government 
is unable, with the limited means at its disposal, to progress at a 
greater rate with the policy it has recently followed of building new 
schools to provide gratuitous education for all. Bearing this fact 
in mind, the Senate of the University has again suggested 
the desirability of calling upon the, comparatively speaking, 
better-to-do classes to contribute more commensurately towards the 
expenses of their own education, and recommended that the 
savings effected thereby shold be apportioned to the furthering of 
the education of the poorer clases in the elementary schools. The 
measure had already been brought to the notice of the Council of 
Government but a resolution thereon was rejected in the council 
by the unanimous vote of the elected members. 
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The net expenditure in respect to the educational department, 
after deducting the income received as students’ fees, during the 
scholastic year 1893-94, was as follows :— 


Bo cad, Lug, OO 


University - - 3,197 16 1 or 37 12 5. per head. 
Lyceum - - 2304 8 4 , 415 7% me 
Secondary School, 

Gozo - ois, B35  Ors0 4, 5 0 0 fe 
Secondary School, 

Valetta - - 120 1411 , O17 4} _. 


Elementary Schools 11,775 14 7 ,, Lee A 


Total - £17,633 13 11, being about {th of the 
revenue, and ;',th of the expenditure, of the Colony. 


The income received as students’ fees amounted to 5601. Os. 10d.,. 
viz.,— University, 1060. 5s. 10d., Lyceum, 208/. 0s. 0d., and Secondary 
School, Valetta, 245/. 15s. Od. 


Imports and Exports. 


The total value of the imports in 1894 was returned at 
13,773,783, showing an increase of 41,7537. over that in 1893. 

The value of the imports from the United Kingdom was 
171,1541., or 18,6547. less than last year. 

The total value of the exports amounted to 13,086,7471. against 
12,275,1412 in the preceding year. 

The exports to the United Kingdom were valued at 2,737,7441., 
being 861,342/. more than in 1893. 

Of the total value of exports, 2,734,7081., proceeded in the same 
vessels, 

There are no means of officially stating what amount of articles. 
of local produce and manufacture is exported, but the quantity is 
apparently very small. 


Shipping. 


The number of vessels entered at this Port in 1894 was as: 


follows :— 


Steam-vessels, 2,826, with a tonnage of 3,510,012, 
Sailing-vessels, 1,300, = . 87,980 


The corresponding arrivals in the preceding year were :— 


Steam-vessels, 2,670, with a tonnage of 3,381,380. 
Sailing-vessels, 1,181, 7 is 90,905. 


There has therefore been an increase of 156 steamers and 
128,632 tons over 1893, and also an increase of 119 sailing vessels 
with a decrease of 2,925 tons. 


733 


734 


Matra. 
1894, 


14 COLONIAL REPORTS.—ANNUAL. 


There has been a corresponding increase of 261/. 13s. 9d. in the 
revenue under “ Port Dues and Tonnage Dues,” which amounted 
to 8,3261. 19s, 9d. against 8,065/. 6s. Od. in the preceding year. 


Currency. 

The maximum rate of exchange with London in 1894 remained 

the same as in the preceding year, viz.,— 
On demand, 10s. per 1007. 
At three days’ sight, 8s. per 1002. 
At 30 days’ sight, 5s. per 1002. 
At 60 days’ sight, 2s. 6d. per 100/. 
90 days’ sight, at par. 

The banking companies doing business in Malta are “ The 
Banco di Malta,” “The Anglo-Maltese Bank,” and “The 
Anglo-Egyptian Bank.” There are, however, other important 
private banking firms. 

The amount of coin in circulation is estimated at 385,000/., 
and the circulation of notes, which is at present restricted to the 
notes of the two former banks, is stated to be about 30,000/., but 
it is not subject to any Government control. 

To accord facilities to the commercial community, the heads of 
Government departments were authorized to receive payments by 
certified cheques. 

The Government and the commercial community, with the 
exception of a few merchants at.the Marina and in the villages, 
kee accounts in sterling. 

Agriculture. 


The almost total failure of the potato crop in 1894, due to 
disease, and the low prices of corn and other produce, have caused 
unusual depression among the agricultural class, and lowered to a 


great extent the rental value of the land, which in many cases 


remained untenanted and uncultivated. 

The loss from the potato disease is estimated at between 
60,0002 and 80,0002. The prohibition of the importation of seed 
potatoes from Great Britain and Ireland has resulted in the 
importation of the seed from many other parts of the continent. 
There was little trace of disease in the winter crep. Great 
advantage has accrued from a general change of seed. 

The Sulla (red clover) crop was good, and a large quantity was 
exported to Tunis, Algiers and Marseilles, There was also a 
good crop of oranges, the disease having been much less than in 
late years, but, as the prices were very low, the exportation was 


very limited. 
Gaols and. Prisons 


The number of prisoners committed during the last three years 
was as follows :— 


In 1892 - > = - - 17,648 
In 1893 - - - * - 7,357 
- 17,116 


In 1894 - - ~ - 
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The cost of the prison being, for the same years, 3,706/. 17s. 6d., 
3,6212 9s. 4d, and 3,4812 14s. 1d. respectively, showing an 
annual decrease both in the number of committals and in the 
expenditure, whilst the prisoners’ earnings have increased from 
7602. in 1892 to 9502. in 1894. 

The Corradino Prison, which is on the mixed cellular system 
as regards criminal wards, now comprises 254 separate cells and 
six wards, a new ward having been added for female prisoners. 

The labour required from prisoners is various in character and 
the profits of the prisoners’ labour are lodged in the Treasury. 

There are in the prison two chapels in which religious services 
are respectively performed by a resident Roman Catholic 
Clergyman, and by three visiting chaplains, one of the Church of 
England, one Presbyterian, and one Wesleyan. 


Criminal Statistics. 


The offences reported to the police in 1894 amounted to 8,555 
against 8,956 in the previous year. The number of summary 
convictions before the police magistrates was 13,718 or 1,488 less: 
than in 1893. In addition, there were 881 persons brought 
before the magistrates who were either discharged for want of 
prosecution and of evidence, or dismissed on the merits of the 
case. The majority of these summonses were for minor 
offences. 

The number of persons committed for trial in Her Majesty’s 
Criminal Court was 147, of whom 36 were discharged and 111 
were convicted. ‘There were four cases of murder (with regard 
to one of which the crime had escaped detection for years), and. 
two cases of manslaughter. 


General Remarks. 


During 1894 the trade of Malta suffered severely, not only in 
consequence of the general depression of the trade in other 
countries and of the general fail in prices, but also on account of 
the failure of the potato crop, which is one of the principal 
agricultural resources of this island. 

The failure of the potato crop last year has increased the 
difficulties in the way of dealing with the present agricultural 
crisis. The seed for the Malta potato crop had been imported: 
every year, and it is recognized that the seed imported in 1893 
was in part unsatisfactory and did not germinate. Certain 
restrictions recommended by the Board of Health had the effect 
of causing seed to be imported from different countries and o 
bringing about a thorough change and renewal of the stock. 

Two Ordinances were introduced in the Council with a view to 
assisting agricultural interests; the first of these Ordinances 
amends the old Ordinance of 1837 which establishes the tariff of 
dues. payable on cattle imported. The dues under that. tariff 
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were payable at “so much for each head ” of cattle ; the amending 
Ordinance was framed to alter that system in the sense that the 
duty should be payable on an unit of weight. The other Ordinance, 
which was introduced “to make some provisions for relieving 
“ agriculturists and owners of cattle from losses consequent upon 
“ the destruction, in the interests of public health and without 
“ compensation, of diseased meat” gives the Government power 
to insure cattle before slaughtering, so as to protect the owners 
against the risk of the animal being found diseased, and 
destroyed. 

A vote authorizing the adoption of electric lighting as a muni- 
cipal undertaking was passed by the Council, the provision of 
34,5001. for lighting by electricity Valetta, Floriana, the Grand 
Harbour and the Three Cities being sanctioned, subject only to a 
satisfactory agreement with the military authorities as to certain 
details for the supply of electric light to the War Department 
buildings in Malta. 

By resolution of the Council of Government of the 14th February 
1894, a select committee was appointed to inquire into and 
report upon the further drainage works to be undertaken by the 
Government, and the funds to be provided for that object. ‘The 
Committee was generally of opinion that a comprehensive scheme 
of drainage could not be carried out unless the Council of Govern- 
ment were prepared to sanction a loan of about 100,000/. ‘This 
would probably be immediately covered locally, to the great 
advantage of the Island, as it would put in circulation among the 
working classes part of the large amount of coin known to be idly 
hoarded in Malta. 

A vote of 6,350/, was also passed by the Council for the 
extension of the water supply of Malta. 

A select committee of the Council was appointed on the 4th 
April 1894 to report on proposals for erecting a slaughter-house 
and to select the site required for the object of superseding the 
existing old insanitary slaughter-house, which still drains into the 
harbour, and which does not offer the necessary accommodation 
to ensure a compliance with modern sanitary requirements. 

The railway has also been improved during 1894 The Valetta 
terminus was extended and a ventilation shaft made in that station 
The Hamrun station was enlarged and a waiting room and a 
carpenter's ehop constructed. The two timber bridger near Porte 
des Bombes and the S. Salvator Bridge were rebuilt in stone. 
A new siding at S. Salvater station was completed and an over- 
way near this station commenced. The object of the latter work 
is, to do away with a level crossing on the high road to Notabile. 
A vote of 5,000/ was also taken for extending the line by 
driving a tunnel under Notabile, and the work is already 
commenced. Votes have also been passed for an additional 
locomotive engine and for six more railway carriages. 

Certain lands on Corradino Hill were sold to the Naval 
Authorities, their value having been settled by agreement and 
arbitration at a total of 22,4391. 17s, 4d. 
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The clerical establishment and the staff of the charitable 
institutions were reorganised (to suit the present requirements of 
the service and to adapt the standard of pay and promotion to 
the needs of the times) at the additional cost of 4,752/. 4s. 7d. a 
year, to which increments and pensions will gradually be added. 

The erection of a new school for Rabate and Notabile was 
commenced, and the steps necessary for purchasing sites for 
schools at Musta and Zebbug were pushed forward. 

A traction engine and pumping plant was provided jor raising 
and carrying away sewage matter from localities not connected 
with the main drainage. 

The planting of trees was extended with unusual vigour with 
funds voted by the council, and the permission of the Military 
Authorities was obtained for planting trees on the “glacis” of 
the ramparts of Valetta. 

The health of these Islands in 1894 was satisfactory, the 
general death-rate having been 26°7, and that from zymotic 
disease considerably reduced. 

I have, &c. 
G. StrRicKLAND, 
Chief Secretary to Government. 
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No. 120. 
MAURITIUS. 


ANNUAL REPORT FOR 1893. 


(For Report for 1892 see Colonial Report [Annual] No. 92.) 
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Presented to hath Wouses of Parliament by Command of Ber Majesty. 
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And to be purchased, either directly or through any Bookseller, from 


EYRE anv SPOTTISWOODE, East HaRDInG STEERER, FueEeT STREET, E.C., and 
$2, ABINGDON STREET, WESTMINSTER, S.W.; or 


JOHN MENZIES & Co., 12, HANOVER STREET, EDINBURGH, and 
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HODGES, FIGGIS, & Co., LimrTED, 104, GRarton Street, Dusriy, 
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The following, amo.g other, Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial 
Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained for a few pence from 
the sources indicated on the title-page :— 


ANNUAL. 
No. Colony. Year. 
87 | Falkland Islands - - - * - | 1892 
88 Gold Coast - ° ~ é < é EA 
89 | Basutoland - - - “ - - | 1892-93 
90 | Ceylon - - - . - -| 1892 
9] Zululand - - is a a * a 
92 Mauritius - “ = “ = = u 
93 Labuan ° 2 7 7 % " 4 
94 British Honduras - = FE: a s : 
95 | Lagos - - - * - : i 
96 Sierra Leone . - = in 3 . 
97 | Fiji - E : ee 
98 | Rodrigues - - - = : : : 
99 St. Helena - = é “ = 5 : 
190 | British Bechuanalan ° é - - | 1892-93 
101 British Guiana - . 3 zi i, 
i102 | Newfoundland - - - “ -!| 1892 
103 | Jamaica - - - - - - | 1892-93 
104 | Victoria - - - . “ =» °1892 
105 | Bermuda - - - - - - | 1893 
106 | Gambia~ - “ ~ m a ‘ . 
107 | Hong Kong - - - “ “ = 
108 St. Vincent - . - - . - és 
109 Gibraltar - - . - a e ;. 
110 Bahamas - - = - - iS - 
lll Turks and Caicos Islands - . F. ~ . 
112 | Leeward Islands - - ia P = . 
113 | Barbados - - re ~ . . * 
114 Malta - ~ - A - zs * 
115 Zululand - - - ‘ > - . 
116 British Honduras - - = 4 4 
117. | Trinidad and Tobago - - - « i. 
118 Falkland Islands - - ‘ 4 3 fs 
119 | Rodrigues - - - - - . * 


MISCELLANEOUS. 
No. Coiony. Subject. 
1 | Gold Coast - - | Economic Agriculture. 
2 | Zululand - - - | Forests. 
3 | Sierra Leone - - | Geology and Botany. 
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No. 120. Maoritios., 
1893. 
MAURITIUS. mee 


{For Report for 1892 see Colonial Report (Annual) No. 92.) 


Sir H. E. H. Jzernrneuam to the MarQuess oF RIPoNn. 


Government House, Mauritius, 
My Lorp, September 7, 1894. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship the 
Report on the Blue Book for 1893, which has been furnished by 
Mr. King-Harman, the Colonial Secretary. 

I have, &e. 
(Signed) Husert EK. H. Jerninenam, 
Governor. 


REpoRT on the BLuE Book for 1893. 


REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE. 


Rs. 
The Revenue for 1893 amounted to - - 8,103,922 
And the Expenditure to - - - 17,872,096 
Showing a balance in favour of the Treasury 
of : - - . - 231,826 
Rs. 
As compared with the previous year, the Revenue 
showed an increase of - - - 630,892 
And the Expenditure a decrease of = - - 152,387 


The ratio of revenue to the population was Rs. 21.79 per 
head. The ratio of expenditure to the population was Rs. 21.17 
per head. 

After meeting all the ordinary expenditure of the year, and 
after providing for all claims against the Colony, not including 
the Public Debt, the Treasury at the close of the year remained 
with an available balance in hand of Rs. 1,377,588. 

I 83880. Wt. 21999. 
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£ ‘ a, 
The Public Debt, including the Hurri- 
cane Loan, amounted at the close of 
1893 to - - - - 1,372,149 60 0 
To meet which the Colony was 
provided with assets amounting to - 726,725 10 9 


a 


Leaving a balance of - - 645,423 10 0 


payable at periods varying from 30 to 47 years, which will doubt- 
less be extinguished in due course of time by the gradual operation 
of the Sinking Fund. 

With regard to the assets of the Colony, it may be stated that 
by far the major portion of them are realizable at short notice, and 
included over 3,000,000 rupees in cash. 


ImPportTs AND Exports. 


The trade for the year 1893 was valued at Res. 49,302,654 
against Rs. 41,751,323 for 1892; and was divided as follows :— 


ae | 1892, | 1893. 
Rs. Rs. 
Imports - - | *23,401,176 $21,388,191 
Exports - - -| $18,850,147 §27,914,463 
* Specie Rs. 7,655,066. + Specie Rs. 256,966. t Specie Rs. 2,488,252. 


§ Specie Rs. 5,737,977. 


or, exclusive of specie and bullion— 


cae | 1892. | 1893, 
Rs. Rs. 
Imports - - - 15,746,116 18,899,939 
Exports - - * 18,093,181 22,176,486 


a 


The sum of Rs. 2,488,252 inspecie was imported in 1893, of 
which Ks. 305,976 was received by Government on account of the 
joan of 600,000/. guaranteed by the Imperial Treasury under the 
provisions of the Mauritius Hurricane Loan Act, 1892, and a sum 
of Rs. 5,737,977 was exported to India and other places, prin- 
cipally on account of remittances by merchants and traders, 
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The value of the principal imports for the years 1892 and Mannie: 
1893 was as follows :— : 


eal 


—_ | 1892. | 1893. 
Rs. Rs. 

Animals - - - 810,876 312,363 
Apothecaries’ ware - - 144,446 155,692 
Grain, flour, meal - - 5,469,001 8,009,247 
Provisions - - - 1,068,306 1,088,017 
Wines spirits, &c. - - 828,111 863,193 
Cottons - - - 1,044,591 1,683,619 
Wovllens “ = - 168,398 163,227 
Haberdashery - - - 853,559 394,139 
Coal - - “ - 592,496 412,812 
Machinery = - - 205,372 99,539 
Iron and steel - - - 278,845 215,105 
Hardware and cutlery - - 447,989 377,899 
Leather . F “ 166,052 191,005 
Manures - - - 1,366,463 1,806,518 
Oil of all kinds - - “ 569,321 756,855 
Tobacco - . : 190,169 187,890 

Total - - - 138,203,995 16,117,120 


The following table shows in kilogrammes the quantity of 
sugar manufactured in the Colony exported in the years 1892 and 
1893 ; the value in rupees as declared at the Customs House ; and 
the rate, calculated therefrom, per 100 kilogrammes :— 


: Value per 100 
Year. | Kilogrammes. Value. Kilogrammes. 
Rs. Rs. 
1892 - . 93,091,256 15,154,894 16.27 
1893 - “ - 86,067,841 19,409,218 22.46 


The following are the principal markets to which the sugar 
was shipped :— 


——S | 1892. | 1893. 

Kilos. Kilos. 
India - - - - 54,386,563 39,804,432 
Australia = - 8,533,167 7,114,642 
Onited Kingdom - » 18,982,675 10,235,082 
Cape Colonies - - - 7,718,485 11,620,164 
Ceylon - - - F 5,518,722 10,342,402 
Hong Kong - - - 411,705 1,406,544 
France. - - - - 977 2,084,926 
Portugal - - - - —— 2,570,911 
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The value of other local products exported in 1892 and 1893 
was as follows :— 


— 1892. 1893. 

Rs. Rs. 
Rum - - - - - 313,618 332,441 
Vanilla - - - - 169,985 83,895 
Aloe Fibre - - - - 309,653 264,840 
Molasses - - “ - 104,583 104,625 


pap ee EEE 


SHIPPING. 


The following table gives the number of ships and their 
tonnage entered inwards and cleared outwards in 1892 and 1893 :— 


Inwards. Outwards. 
Year. 
No. Tonnage. No. Tonnage. 
1892 - - - 399 827,528 398 325,742 
1893 - - - 340 293,990 347 293,042 


Of the vessels entered inwards :— 


136 sailing vessels and 102 steamers were British. 
23 sailing vessels and 42 steamers were French. 
20 sailing vessels and two steamers were German. 


The remaining 14 sailing vessels and one steamer were of Ameri- 
can, Danish, Italian, Norwegian, Swedish and Zanzibarian 


nationalities. 


Population and Vital Statistics, 


The entire population of the Colony and the numbers of its two 
main divisions at the close of 1893 are estimated as follows :— 


areca ata a a  e E e e  e e  ee 


Vitter Males. Females. Total. 
6 ee eet 
General Population - 59,578 56,354 115,932 
Indian Population - 144,979 110,887 255,866 
Total - -| 204,557 167,241 371,798 


Sn 
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The Indian population comprises immigrants, or labourers Mavririvs. 
1893. 


imported for service, chiefly on sugar estates ; settlers from India; 
and Indo-Mauritians or persons of Indian parentage born in the 
Colony. This is the largest section of the comunity and comprehends 
about 170,000 persons of the two sexes and of all ages. 

The general population is the non-Indian section of the 
community ; itis chiefly native, but includes all strangers domiciled 
in the Colony (except Indians). An important group of the 
general population is the Chinese community, whose strength is 
estimated at 3,926. 


The marriages celebrated by the Civil Status Officers were 1,083 
in number ; 556 in the general population, (but of these in 37 
cases one of the parties was of Indian origin) and 527 in the 
Indian population. The marriage rate or number of persons 
married to every thousand living was 6'3 in the whole population. 
This rate is lower than that of either of the two preceding years. 


The births registered in 1893 in the whole and each component 
group of the population are as follows :— 


—. | Males. | Females. | Total. 

General Population - 1,998 1,911 3,909 
Indian Population - 4,726 4,560 9,286 
Total - - 6,724 6,471 | 13,195 


The total number of births is less by 1,790 than that of the 
previous year. The decrease is attributed to the heavy mortality 
of the year, which fell on women of child-bearing ages as on other 
age groups. The birth rate of the whole community was 35:3. 
In 1892 this figure was 40:1. 

In the Indian section the rate was 36-0, and in the general 
section 33°7. 

The number of still births was 991; 264 in the General, and 727 
in the Indian, population. The corresponding rates to 1,000 live 
births are 75:1 iv. the total, 67:5 in the General, and 783 in the 
Indian, sections respectively. The rate is slightly better than that 
of the previous year. 


The deaths in 1893 were distributed as follows :— 


—— | Males. | Females. Total. 

a aa a a a 
General Population - 2,358 2,110 4,468 
Indian Population - 6,554 4,285 10,839 
Total ~ ° 8,919 6,395 15,307 


vO es 
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Anne The death rate of 1893 was 40:9; the heaviest mortality 
—— ‘experienced since the epidemic of fever in 1867-68. The cause 
of the increase of mortality was influenza, to which cause 
3,441 deaths are attributed. The death rate in the general 
population was 38°5 and in the Indian 42:0. 


The death rate among Immigrant Indians was 58°9. Of the 
whole number of deaths, 39°4 per cent. are ascribed to fever. 


There were 91 violent deaths caused by accident, and 24 suicides 
(23 of the Indian and 1 of the general population). The mode of 
self destruction was in 19 cases hanging; all in the Indian 
population (16 males and three females). 


EDUCATION. 


Primary Schools, 


There were in operation in 1893, 171 primary schools, vizi— 
Government schools 81 and aided schools 90. In 1892 there 
were 81 Government schools and 87 aided schools. 


The actual attendance of pupils in each category of the foregoing 
schools was in 1893— 


—_— Average on Roll. |Average Attendance. 


Government Schools - - - 8,636 5,162 
Aided Schools - - - . 8,023 5,015 
Total - F 16,659. 10,177 


Compared with the attendance in 1892, these figures show an 
increase of 202 pupils in an average number on roll and a decrease 
of 12 pupils in average attendance. 


On the 3lst December 1893 the children attending the 
Government and State-aided schools stood as follows; with 


regard to race ;— 


1. Creoles, European, African, or Chinese :— 


Government schools - - 6,291 
Aided schools - - “ - 6,132 

2. Indian and Indo Mauritian :— 
Government schools - - a DBAS 
Aided schools - - - - 1,946 
16,618 
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Religious Classification. 


— Government | Aided schools.| ‘Total. 
Roman Catholic - - 6,243 6,106 12,349 
Church of England - ~ 251 285 536 
Other Christian bodies - ~ 133 127 260 
Mahomedans - o - 616 447 1,063 
Hindoos and others - - 1,297 1,113 2,410 


Total - - 8,540 8,078 16,618 


The teaching staff in the primary schools of the Colony at the 
end of the year 1893 consisted of 249 teachers and monitors 
in the Government schools, and of 169 teachers in the aided 
schools; being an increase of three teachers for the Government 
and of 11 for the aided schools as compared with 1892. 

The cost to Government per pupil on roll in 1893 was :— 


Rs. 
In Government schools - - - 16°66 
In aided schools - ~ - - 11°59 

Being Rs. 0°57 and Rs, 0:05 respectively less than in 1892. 

Expenditure. 
Rs. 

Administration - - ~ - 21,114.85 
Government schools exclusively - - 149,503.41 
Aided schools exclusively - - 92,956.11 
Common to Government and aided schools 15,132.63 
Industrial education - - - 3,245.30 
Rs.281 952.30 


An increase of Rs. 5,520 over the expenditure on primary 
education in 1892. 
Royal College. 


The average number of pupils in the Royal College and Royal 
College Schools in 1892 and 1893 was as follows :— 


—<- | 1892. | 1893. 
Royal College proper - ° - 201 201 
Royal College School, Port Louis - - 14] 117 
Royal College School, Curepipe - - 172 179 
Total - “ = : | 514 07 


3 83830. 
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The expenditure for 1893 was Rs. 194,136.94 showing an 
increase of Rs. 13,244 over the disbursements for 1892. 


Post OFFICE AND TELEGRAPHS. 


The postal business during the year showed a slight falling off 
as compared with 1892, both in regard to the correspondence and 
newspapers which passed through the office, and also in the 
revenue collected. The Money Order business was more active, 
and showed an increase of Rs, 106,693 as compared with the 
previous year. 


Statistics, 
— | 1892. 1893. Decrease in 1893. 
Letters - ° - 1,126,254 1,115,853 16,401 
Posteards - ° 24,447 20,520 8,927 
Newspapers - - 1,261,584 1,176,296 85,288 


The Revenue collected in 1893 was Rs. 66,367 against Rs. 66,843 
in 1892. 

The first sub-marine telegraph cable laid to Mauritius was 
completed by the Eastern and South African Telegraph Company 
in November, and was formally inaugurated on the 25th of that 
month, The communication is. made vid Seychelles and 
Zanzibar to Aden, and the annual subsidy to be paid by the 
Colony is 7,000/. 


RAILWAYS. 


The railways showed an increase of business and of revenue as 
compared with 1892; the revenue being Rs. 1,583,720, an increase 
of Rs. 95,078 over the receipts of the previous year, and the 
expenditure amounting to Rs. 1,010,565 or Rs. 26,540 more than 
in 1892. 


IMMIGRATION. 


In 1893 there arrived in the Colony 332 immigrants, of whom 
85 were from Madras and the remainder from Calcutta. The 
number of those who returned to India during the year was 1852, 
but of these 159 were coolies from Réunion, returned at the 
expense of the Government of that Colony. As compared with 
1892, 135 more souls returned during the year under report, 

The immiyrant population has, owing to an unhealthy year and 
an excess of departures over arrivals, decreased from 86,456 in 
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1892 to 80,693 in 1893. Of the Creole Indian population, which 
gradually increases, there were working in estates 19,842, the total 
number of labourers employed in estates being 51,980. 


METEOROLOGY. 


The mean temperature between two open windows in a, large 
and lofty room at the Observatory, 180 feet above sea level, was 
72°4 against an average of 73°5 for the last 19 years; the 
absolute ‘maximum 85°6 on December 30 and the absotute 
minimum 57°'4 on August 16th. The mean temperature, obtained 
from maximum and minimum thermometers exposed in a 
Stephenson screen on the lawn, was 74°) against an average 
of 74°°8 for the last nine years; the absolute maximum 92°°7 
on December 24, and the absolute minimum 53°4 on 
September 13. C0 AYP ; j 
- The mean temperature taken in the district of Moka, 1,100 
feet above sea: level, was 68°°7; the absolute maximum, 86°, on 
December 26, and the absolute minimum, 52°, on August 15. 

At Curepipe, 1840 feet above sea level, the mean temperature 
was 67°°1; the absolute maximum, 86°°2, on December 30, and 
the absolute minimum, 49°8, on August 14. 

The mean barometric pressure at sea level was 30:080 inches, 
which is the average for the last 19 years; the maximum was 
30°411 on August 22, and the minimum 29:330 on January 22. 

The rainfall at the Observatory was 48°33 inches against an 
average of 48°41 inches for the last 19 years. The greatest fall in 
one month was 12°55 inches in January, and the least 0°91 inch in 
September. The greatest fall in 24 hours was 4:08 inches from 
9 a.m. on the 20th, to 9 a.m. on the 21st April, and the greatest 
intensity a fall of 1:075 inch in 30 minutes on April 12. 
February and December were unusually dry. In other parts of 
the island, the rain fall was much greater than at the Observatory. 
At Cluny (in Grand Port), 1,000 feet, it was 131:24 inches, and at 
Curepipe, 1,840 feet, 119°30 inches, 

The average hourly velocity of the wind was 10°6 miles against 
11:1 miles for the last 18 years. The greatest velocity for one 
hour was 37°3 on January 27. 


LEGISLATION. 


Twenty-six Ordinances were passed by the Council of 
Government in 1893. The financial position of the Colony 
necessitated the renewal for another year of the Ordinances 
authorising the levying ofa stamp duty on receipts, imposing a 
surcharge of 10 per cent. on certain duties and taxes, and increasing 
certain import duties. The loan of 600,000/. raised by the Colony 
in 1892 to meet the wants and necessities created by the disastrous 
hurricane of the 29th April in that year and to provide funds for 
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sc certain public works having proved insufficient for the purposes for 
oe which it was obtained, a further enactment was passed in 1893 
sanctioning the addition of 20,000, the premium on the above 
named loan, and of a sum not exceeding Rs. 450,000 to the amount 
set apart for making loans to planters. 
' Owing to an extensive conflagration on the 23rd July, a large 
portion of the town of Port Louis was completely destroyed, and an 
Ordinance was passed to provide for the acquisition by the Govern- 
ment of the burnt area with a view to the improvement of the 
same, and also to enable the necessary works for the drainage of 
that section of the town to be carried out in accordance with a 
scheme recommended by Mr. O. Chadwick, C.E., C.M.G. 


JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 


The total number of offences reported to the police or to the 
magistrates in 1893 was 39,347 or 8,803 more than in 1892. 

The total number of convictions in the inferior courts was 17,890, 
or 450 more than 1892 and in the Supreme Court 94 against 67 
in the previous year. 


MILITARY, 


The troops in the Colony, including one battalion of the 
Black Watch, Royal Artillery (90), Royal Engineers (65), 
Mauritius Companies Royal Artillery (203), numbered 824. 
The total military expenditure amounted to 54,9971. 14s. 6d, 
and the contribution paid by the Colony during the year was 
14,7017, 9s. 10d. 

(Signed) W. Kine-Harman, 

September 1, 1894. Colonial Secretary. 
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No. 135. 


NEWFOUNDLAND. 


ANNUAL REPORT FOR 1893. 


‘(For Report for 1892 see Colonial Report [Annual] No. 102.) 


— 


Presented ta both Wouses of Parliament by Command of Her Majesty 
i ' May 2, 1896. 


¥ 


LONDON: 


PRINTED FOR HER MAJESTY’S STATIONERY OFFICE, 


BY EYRE AND SPOTTISWOODE, 
PRINTERS TO THE QUEEN’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY. 


And to be purchased, either directly or through any Bookseller, from 
EYRE anv SPOTTISWOODE, East Ifarpine STREET, FLEET STREET, B.G 
32, ABINGDON STREET, WESTMINSTER, S.W.; or 
JOHN MENZIES & Co., 12, HaNOVER STREET, EDINBURGH, and 
90, WEsT NILE STREET, GLAsGow ; or 
HODGES, ‘piegis, & Co., LIMITED, 104, GRAFTON STREET, DUBLIN 


1895. 


([C.—7629.-18.] 
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The following, among other, Reports relating to Her Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained for a few 
pence from the sources indicated on the title page :— 


ANNUAL. 
No. | Colony. Year. 
l 
103 | Jamaica - - r " - | 1892-93 
104 ; Victoria - - - - 4 - | 1892 
105 | Bermuda - - - - . - | 1893 
106 | Gambia - - é 2 m ft Z 
107 | Hong Kong - - “ ‘ - 
108 | St. Vincent - . - a us i. 
109 | Gibraltar - - - ‘ " - iS 
110 | Bahamas - - 2 ‘ Pe 2 n 
111 | Turks and Caicos Islands - ~ ‘ eo 
112 | Leeward Islands’ - - “ < Z = 
113 | Barbados - - a 2 < : i 
114 Malta - - = a ‘e = ee 
115 | Zululand - - - z a = " 
116 | British Honduras - - . . : se 
117 | Trinidad and Tobago - - - - i. 
‘118 | Falkland Islands - - > . a ne 
119 | Rodrigues - - - - - 5 
120 | Mauritius - - “3 a J e. = 
121 Straits Settlements - - = = ae . 
122 | Labuan ~ - = a > fa “ 
123 | Basutoland - - - - - | 1893-94 
124 | St. Lucia - - 2 ~~ js ~ 1893 
125 | St. Helena - = : < 5 is 
126 | Ceylon - - - « . ‘ i“ 
127 | Fiji - - - a “ J < 
128 | Grenada - - - - Sl 2 “5 
129 | Sierra Leone - - - % > = 
130 | British Bechuanaland - - . - | 1893-94 
131 | British New Guinea - - - - |1892-3 & 
1893-94 
132 | Lagos - - . . % i 1893 
133 | British Guiana = - - : - - | 1893-94 
134 | Jamaica - - « hes ~ $ ¥ 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
Er DUT De set Ae ARNE EIT <2 ETE” ee Sere ee 
No. Colony. Subject. 
1 | Gold Coast - - | Economic Agriculture. 
2. | Zululand - - - | Forests. 
3 | Sierra Leone - - | Geology and Botany. 
4 | Canada - > - | Emigration. , 
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No. 13 5. peice: D- 
18938. 
NEWFOUNDLAND. —9 


[For Report for 1892 see Colonial Report (Annual) No. 102.] 


Sir Terence O’Brien to the Marquess or RIPON. 


Government House, St. John’s, 
My Lorp MaraQuEss, March 12, 1895. 

I HAVE the honour to forward herewith, for your 
Lordship’s information, the Blue Book of this Colony for the year 
1893, together with the Colonial Secretary’s report thereon. 

I have, &c. ; 
T. O’Brien, Lieutenant-Colonel, 
Governor. 


REPORT ON THE BuiuE Book or NeEwrounpLAND 
FOR THE YEAR 1893. 


May IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY, 

I nave the honour to forward you herewith the Blue 
Book of this Colony for the year 1893, for transmission to the 
Right Honourable the Secretary of State for the Colonies. 

I am unfortunately unable, in reporting upon the information 
contained therein, to establish a comparison with the returns for 
1892. The destruction of most of the Customs Records and 
those of other departments by the great fire of that 
year rendered it impossible to make a full return of the 
movements of trade and shipping. It will be necessary, therefore, 
in order to measure the advance or otherwise of the Colony by 
comparison with previous records, to establish a contrast between 
— 1891 and 1893. Such will, in my estimation, be the best method 
of testing the condition of the Colony. 

As a direct result of the great fire there was, during the latter 
part of 1892, considerable increase in the importations of the 
Colony. This increase was largely abnormal, and consequently 
it should not be taken into consideration when estimating the 
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Newrounp- exact position of the Colony in relation to an increase or decrease 


LAND. 
1893. 


of prosperity for the year now under consideration. 


From a comparison, then, of the trade returns for the years 1891 
and 1893, I am led to the conclusion that 1893 was to the people 
of Newfoundland quite as prosperous as 1891 and your Excellency 
will remember that in my report on the Blue Book tor that year 
I stated “that during the year under consideration the 
“ circumstances of our people were most prosperous. ‘That the 
“ exports from the Colony touched the highest point reached 
“ since 1881 and exceeded those of 1890 by over a million and 
a quarter dollars.” From other sources, and notably from the 
report of the Chamber of Commerce, I have information 
confirmatory of the conclusion to which I have arrived. 


But for the comparative failure of the Seal fishery, the result of 
the year’s operations would have been even more satisfactory. 
Unfortunately this important Spring fishery proved unsuccessful ; 
the total number of seals taken did not amount to one-half of 
the previous year’s catch, Compared with the voyage for 
1892 the result 1s as follows :-— 


1893. 


Skins, 175,748, valued at $166,704. 
Oil, 2,932 tuns, valued at $205,240. 


1892, 


Skins, 390,174, valued at $468,209. 
Oil, 5,301, tuns, valued at $397,575. 


The cod-fishery for the year 1893, both shore and Labrador, 
was fairly successful in its results, the catch was an average one, 
the cure better than for many years past, and the local prices 
good, Unfortunately for exporters, the prices obtained in foreign 


markets, especially those of Spain and Portugal, were not 
altogether satisfactory, owing to bounty-fed competition. 


As a consequence of the low prices obtainable in these 
countries for our staple, a large quantity of the fish hitherto 
exported to those countries was diverted to Brazil, where the 
prices realized were satisfactory and the demand brisk and 
continuous, a state of affairs due, no doubt, to the revolution, 
which, keeping the country in a perturbed state, prevented that 
attention being paid to agriculture and the preparation of dried 
food-stuffs. 

The minor fisheries, with the exception of the lobster- 
fishery, show no signs of improvement. The results of the lobster- 
fishery during the past year have been most gratifying, the 
quantity secured being above the average and the prices realized, 
both in local and foreign markets, remunerative. 
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As 4 consequence of an unfortunate season; 1 am unable to Newrounn- 


report a satisfactory result with regard to last year’s farming 
operations. Root crops were very short, the only compensation 
being the good crops of hay and fodder. 

The output of our mines was largely in excess of 1892, but the 
prices ruling lower the financial returns are only about equal to 
those of last year. 

A large increase will be found in the quantity of lumber 
exported. This industry is steadily increasing, and, with the 
opening up of the country by the construction of the railway, a 
further increase can be confidently expected. The price obtained 
for our lumber in Jocal and foreign markets was good, and I am 
glad to be in a position to state that as to both quality and price 
obtained our lumber compares most favourably with that of Canada 
in the English markets, It is to be exceedingly regretted that 
visitors from England who come to this Colony annually to gratify 
their sporting proclivities should persist in decrying its lumbering 
and other capabilities through the medium of the English press. 
These persons have no opportunity of judging of the extent or 
quantity of the lumber, or of the mineral deposits, as their pursuits 
confine their journeyings to the barren lands. It cannot be but 
apparent to the thoughtful that the object which prompts the 
observations referred to is entirely selfish, and designed to prevent 
the development and settlement of the interior, which is at present 
regarded as the best sporting ground in North America. 

The total amount deposited in the Savings Bank on the 31st 
December 1893 shows an increase of $34,932 over 1892. 


Railway work progressed steadily and continued until late in 
December, affording employment to over 2,000 of our people. 
The work performed by the contractor has been highly satistac- 
tory. 
The revenue of the Colony on current account amounted to the 
sum of $1,753,344 and a further sum of $100,000 was raised on 
capital account under the Railway Connecting Roads Act. 
Compared with that of 1892 (from the total of which must be 
deducted $32,260 received for inswance on Public Buildings 
burnt on 8th July) this shows a decrease of $97,686, which sum 
will probably be accounted for by the importations having assumed 
normal proportions after the great fire of the year previous. The 
Customs receipts for the latter year were $1,731,893 and in the 
former $1,626,778, a falling off of $105,115, a sum which 
approximates sufficiently to the actual decrease in the Customs 
revenue to show the correctness of the assumption above made. 

The expenditure for 1893 amounted to $1,807,100 on current 
account, as against $1,643,878 in 1892, an increase of $163,222, 
the principal items of increase being, on account of Educational 
Disbursements ($24,000), Election Expenses ($40,000), Relief of 
Poor ($12,000), Postal Department ($20,000), St. John’s Fire 
Brigade ($29,000), Steam ($17,000), Interest on Public Debt 
($52,000), while those of decrease were, Addresses of Legislature 
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Nxwrounn- ($16,000), Fishery Protection ($19,000), Railways ($13,000), 


LAND. 
1893. 


Roads ($9,000). 

The expenditure on capital account amounted to $302,912, as 
against $24,343 in 1892, to represent which we have the following, 
Grand Bank and Fortune Improvements $3,140.27, New Custom 
House, St. John’s $5,757.48, New Factory, St. John’s $1,696.43, 
New Court House, St. John’s 6,432.64, Queen’s Wharf, St. John’s 
$11,996.55, St. John’s Rebuilding Act $211,667.83, Railway 
Connecting Roads $56,257.61, Hospital, Ross’s Valley $5.963.62, 

The statement dealing with the assets and liabilities of the 
Colony shows that the floating balance against the Colony stands 
at the close of the year at the sum of $835,848, irrespective of the 
sum of $157,940 unexpended legislative grants, making in all a 
total of $993,752. 

Tne Funded Public Debt of the Colony amounted at the close 
of the year to the sum of $8,255,546.65 having been increased 
during the year by $1,862,179'15, made up as follows :— 


$ «. 
St. John’s Rebuilding Act 1893 - - - 202,419 15 
Act 53 Vict. c. 4., Hall’s Bay Railway - - 1,014,000 00 
Act 53 Vict. c. 4., Western Railway - - 545,760 00 


‘Act 56 Vict. c. 24., Railway Connecting Roads - 100,000 00 


—— 


1,862,179 15 


Deducting from the total Public Debt the amount due by the 
St. John’s Municipal Council and guaranteed by the Government 
($1,131,407) and adding the floating debt given above, the actual 
*ndebtedness of the Colonial Government will be found to be 
$8,117,891 or about $40 per head of population. The increase of 
funded debt is due to the construction of 100 miles of railway, 
the purchase of land in St. John’s for the widening of streets, and 
to the loan for Railway Connecting Roads above-mentioned. 


TRADE. 


Under the heading “ General condition of Colony ” T have 
sufficiently enlarged on trade movements for the year under 
consideration. I shall confine myself to the following statement 
having reference to imports and exports. 

The total value of Imports for 1893 amounted to $7,572,569, 
of which $2,680,853 worth was from Great Britain, $3,127,954 
from the Colonies, and $1,763,762 from foreign countries. 

The value of Exports being, to Great Britain $1,303,650, to 
British Colonies $1,169,932, and to Foreign countries $3,802,330, 
making a total of $6,280,912. 


SHIPPING. 


In 1893, 2874 vessels, with an aggregate tonnage of 852,308, 
were entered and cleared, of which 2,622 ships, measuring 816,494 
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tons, were British registered. The records not being complete Newreusn 


for the previous year, no comparison can be made. 


LEGISLATION. 


Twenty-seven Acts were placed upon the Statute Book of the 
Colony during the year under consideration, of which the following 
are the most important :— 


Cap. II.—Which authorizes the construction and equipment of 
aline of railway to Port-aux-Basques, a distance of about 280 
miles from Placentia Junction. 

Cap. III.—Provides for the maintenance and operation of the 
lines of railway from Whitbourne to Port-aux-Basques and 
branches. 

Cap. 1V.—Provides for the establishment and maintenance 
of a Fire Department in the town of St. John’s and authorizes 
the appointment of Fire Commissioners. 

Cap. VI.—* An Act respecting Foreign Fishing Vessels” makes 
provision for the granting of licenses to foreign fi~hing vessels, for 
the purchase of bait and general supplies for the fishery ; license 
fee being $1.50 per ton. It also authorises the boarding and 
searching of vessels by authorised officers. | 

Cap. VII.—This Act provides for the appointment of a Council 
of Higher Education consisting of 23 members, and has in view the 
raising of the standard of education in the Colony by the holding 
of examinations, and the awarding of scholarships, &c. 

Cap. VIII.—* An Act respecting the Department of Fisheries,” 
This Act provides for the formation of a Department of Fisheries, 
the appointment of a Commissioner of Fisheries, having the 
direction of the said Department, and the administration of all 
laws relating to sea and inland fisherics. 

Cap. XI1.—* An Act to regulate the practice of medicine and 
Surgery in the Colony.” This Act provides for the formation 
of a Medical Board, consisting of seven regularly qualified 
practitioners, whose duties shall be to make and enforce measures 
for the protection and preservation of life in the Colony. 

Cap. X VITI.—This Act extends the right to celebrate marriages 
to Staff Officers of the Salvation Army. 

Cap. XIX.—This Act provides for the recognition in New- 
foundland. of probates and letters of administration granted in the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland by the Supreme 
Court. 

Cap. XXI.—Provides for the continuance of the French 
Treaties Act until 31st December 1895. 


EDUCATION. 


I have nothing special to report under this head during the year. 
The provisions of the Act authorisirg the appointment of a Council 
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of Higher Education were carried into effect and the initiatory 
stages of a scheme destined to encourage a more advanced system 
of education in this Colony were undertaken by the said Council. 
In 1893, 576 schools were in operation, with an attendance of 
34,337 ; in 1892 the numbers were respectively 514 and 34,526. 
The total expenditure, including legislative grants, fees, and 
voluntary contributions, amounted in 1893 to $141,143. 


FISHERIES. 


This subject has been generally dealt with under the head of 
«general condition of the Colony.” A comparative statement of 
the Seal fishery for 1892 and 1893 shows the following :— 


$$ $$ 


ae 1893. 1892. 
i 
Number of skins : : = 175,748 390,174 
Tuns of oil - - - - 2,932 5,301 

$ : $ 
Value of skins - - - - 166,704 468,209 


Value of oil - - - - 205,240 897,575 
| 


ee ee i as a a am i Sa aris mma as Bima RET 


A decrease of 214,426 in the number of seals taken, of 2,369 
tuns in the yield of oil, and of $493,840 in the value of the total 
returns. 

Unfortunately, owing to the lack of record, similar comparative 
statements cannot be given with regard to our other fisheries. I, 
however, append the result of the season’s catch, including 


Labrador. 


Cod Fishery. 
ne ee re St ee un PT 
—— Quantity. ot 2 Value. 
pe a i tne 
Dried - : < eC - | 1,160,335 qtls. - una 
Green - - - - - | 1,101 qtls. - 1,982 
Boneless - - - - | - - - 15,501 
Skinless - - - - =} = 3 = 9,624 
Other - - = - aw ae Gs - 60 
4,355,666 
Cod oil “ 2 - 3,000 tuns 216,000 


$4,571,666 


a 
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Herring Fishery. 
—— Quantity. Value. 
$ 
Pickled - - - - | 60,322 barrels - 181,094 
Frozen - - - - - | 46,883 barrels - 46,883 
Smoked - - ~ . - | 95 cases - - 190 
| $228,167 
Salmon Fishery. 
— Quantity. Value. 
} $ 
Pickled - » ~ - - | 3,499 tierces - 55,984 
Preserved - - - - | 63 cases - - 504 
Trout, pickled - - - - | 1,640 barrels - 12,463 
$68,951 


Lobster Fishery. 


ieee (Juantity. Value. 
! 
$ 
Preserved - - - - | 35,403 cases 5 265,522 
LuMBERING. 


In addition to what I have previously stated respecting this 
industry, the following figures will indicate for the years 1892- 
1893 its rapid expansion, comparative statement of the returns of 
which are as follows. 

The export in 1892 was 2355 M.; in 1893, 3073 M.; and an 
enormous quantity of native timber was used in the re-building of 
the city. 


RAILWAYS. 


During the year under consideration, the work on the Hall’s 
Bay Railway was rapidly pushed forward, and the close of the 
year witnessed the completion of that line and the commencement 
of the Western Railway across the Island and down to Port-aux- 
Basques. ‘Thirty-five miles of iron was laid for the western line 
before the work was stopped for the season. 
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MINING. 


I regret having to chronicle a very considerable falling off in 
the quantity and value of exportations of mining produce. This 
however, was largely due to the closing down of one of our principal 
mines at Little Bay consequent upon the great depth of the mine 
(over 1,500 feet) and the expense of getting the ore to the surface 
also tended to restrict operations. 

Asbestos mines are still being worked on the west coast by 
English and Canadian capitalists, and new deposits have been 
uncovered by prospectors during the year. 

I have, &c. 
R. Bonp, 
Colonial Secretary. 
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No. 1381. 
BRITISH NEW GUINEA. 


ANNUAL REPORTS FOR 1892-3 
AND 1893-4. 


(For Report for 1891~92, see Colonial Report [ Annual] No. 68.) 


Presenter to both Wouses of Parliament by Command of Ber $Anjesty. 
March 5, 1895. 


LONDON: 
PRINTED FOR HER MAJESTY’S STATIONERY OFFICE, 


BY EYRE AND SPOTTISWOODE, 
PRINTERS TO THE QUEEN’S MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY. 


And to be purchased, either directly or through any Bookseller, from 


EYRE anp iat ep hed eat East HaRDING STREET, FLEET REBUT, E.C., and 
2, ABINGDON STREET, WESTMINSTER, 8.W.; 


JOHN wuNztes & Co., 12, HANOVER STREET, orapowat: and. 
, WEST NILE STREET, GLASGOW; or 
HODGES, VFIGGIS, & Co., LimITED, 104, GRAFTON STREET, DUBLIN. 
1895. 
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The following, among other, Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial 
Possessions have been issued, and may be jobtained for a few pence from 
the sources indicated on the title page :-— 


ANNUAL. 

No. Colony. Year. 

96 Sierra Leone = - - - - | 1892 

97 | Fiji - . . : a ‘ S 

98 | Rodrigues - - ° . a : me 

99 | St. Helena - ~ e J 2 = 
100 | British Bechuanaland - - - 1892-93 
101 | British Guiana = - - - . - io 
102 | Newfoundland - - - - Ao FeOD 
103 | Jamaica - ° » = M - | 1892-93 
104 | Victoria - - - . “ -| 1892 
105 | Bermuda - - - . - -| 1893 
106 | Gambia - ‘ - " 2 : 7” 
107 | Hong Kong : - . ; . 
108 | St. Vincent * - . e . ‘g 
109 Gibraltar - 2 - - = " 
110 | Bahamas - - . z " s 9 
111 | Turks and Caicos Islands - - - “ 4 
112 Leeward Islands - - = ~ * a 
113 Barbados - - . . © = “ 
114 Malta - a e . 3 7% = 
115 Zululand - - = Z = = és 
116 | British Honduras - . : : . ‘a 
117 | Trinidad and Tobago - - ie . as 
118 Falkland Islands - - « < a 
119 | Rodrigues - . - : “ ‘ 
120 | Mauritius - - - - = ‘ a 
121 Straits Settlements - - - < . ee 
122 Labuan - - 4 ™ r J 
123 Basutoland . a a = - a 
124 St. Lucia - - - - = é = 
125 St. Helena - - - s = y, = 
126 | Ceylon - - - : - f ne 
127 | Fiji - - re = ‘ 2 a 
128 | Grenada - ~ S “ ‘a : a 
129 Sierra Leone - “ é = ¥ of 
130 | British Bechuanaland - F > - | 1893-94 


MISCELLANEOUS. 
No. Colony. Subject. 
1 | Gold Coast * - | Economic Agriculture. 
2 | Zululand - - | Forests. 
3 | Sierra Leone - - | Geology and Botany. 


nn a earn nena ee Snr en 
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No. 131. Britisa 
New Guinea. 
BRITISH NEW GUINEA. = 


[cr Report for 1891-92, see Colonial Report [Annual] No. 68.] 


No. 1. 
Sir H, W. Norman to the Maraqugss or RIpon. 


Government House, Brisbane, 
My Lorp Maraugss, July 18, 1894, 
I HAvE the honour to enclose the Annual Report of the 
British New Guinea Administration for the year ending 30th June, 
1893. 


2. Owing to delays in the printing and revision of this report, 
which is dated the 20th December last, I only received it on the 
20th June, when I at once referred it for the observations of the 
Queensland Government. 


I have not yet received the remarks of Mr. Nelson, and as the 
Report should have been transmitted to your Lordship some time 
ago, I will not detain it longer, and therefore send it forward. My 
own observations will follow, together with those which I may 
receive from the Chief Secretary. 

I have, &c. 
H. W. Norman. 
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Brivis 
New GuINEA. 
1892-3. Annvat Report on British New Guivea from Ist July 
wry 1892, to 30th June, 1893. 
INDEX. 


a Subject. Page. 


Preliminary. 
Apnual Report made under Royal Instructions = - - - 7 
Legislation. 
1 | Progress of Legislation ; little added to the Laws during the year 7 
2 | Ordinance No. VI. of 1892 Appropriates 15,000/. for service of 7 
year ending 30th June, 1893, &c., and 7,000/. for maintenance 
of ss. “ Merrie England.” 
3 | Ordinance No. VII. of 1892 regulates the cutting of indigenous 7 
timber. 
4 | Ordinance No. VIII. of 1892 seeks to Prevent the Introduction of 8 
Parasitic Diseases affecting Trees and Plants. 
5 | Ordinance No. 1X. of 1892 sanctions Supplementary Expenditure 8 
on account of the year ending 30th June, 1892. 
6 | Native Regulation No. 1. of 1892 provides for the appointment of 9 
village constables. : 
7 | Penal Regulations translated into Motu = - - ~ - 9 
g | Order in Council of 2nd July, 1892, directs that the Possession shall | 10 


join the Universal Postal Union. 


Administration of Justir-. 


9 | Particulars of matters dealt with. Judicially ; General remarks | 10 
thereon. 


Administrative Visits of Inspection. 


10 | Tour of Inspection Eastward - - - - -| 15 
11 | Visit to Islands at eastern end of the Possession - - of ae 
12 | Visit to D’Entrecasteaux and neighbouring groups of Islands -| 18 
13 | Tour of Inspection Westward - - - - -| 20 
14 | Examination of the Bairu River - - - ~ -{| 22 
15 | Arrest of Murderers - - - - ~ zl 28 
16 | Delimitation of the British-Dutch Boundary - - ~| 23 
17 | Expedition to deal with the Wabuda Tribe - ~ - ~ | -2¢ 
18 | Visit to Gulf of Papua and Exploration of Rivers flowing thereinto, | 24 


commencing with the Lakekamu River. 


19 | Examination of the Tauri River = - - = z -| 25 
20 | Visit to Karama, Kerema, and other villages - - “|. em 
21 | Examination of the Bailala River - - - “ -|{ 26 
22 | Land journey from the Bailala to Orokolo - - - oo 
23 | Examination and ascent of the Purari River - = = | 97 
24 | Examination of Port Romilly, &c. - - = = -| 28 
25 | Examination of Era Inlet, Paia Inlet, &c. - - = -| 29 
26 | General remarks on expedition - - - & -| 30 
27 Visit of inspection to the Mekeo District - = E, = | $36 
28 | Tripto the upper reaches of the Angabunga River by the Government | 31 
Agent at Mekeo. 


29 | Visits made by Mr. Lawes to villages hitherto unvisited - -| 31 


Sec- . 
tion. Subject, | Page. 
| - 
Reports by Officers. 
30 | Report by Resident Magistrate, Western Division - - -| 31 
31 | Report by Resident Magistrate, Central Division — - - -| 32 
32 | Report by Resident Magistrate, Eastern Division - - -| 32 
33 | Report by Resident Magistrate, South-Eastern Division, | 33 
Louisiades. : 
34 | Report by Government Agent, Mekeo - - - -| 33 
35 | Report by Government Agent, Bige - ~ - -| 34 
36 | Report by Commandant’ - - - - -| 384 
Native Habits and Customs. 
37 | General Remarks on the above’ - - - - - | 34 
38 | Habits and Customs of the Western Division - - - | 35 
39 | Habits and Customs of the Eastern Division - - -| 386 
40 | Habits and Customs of the South-Eastern Division—Louisiades -| 36 
41 Habits and Customs of the Mekeo District Koentist, aie - 37 
42 | Remarks on the Taboo generally - - | 37 
43 Habits and Customs of the Rigo District (Central Division} - | 38 
Native Land Tenure. 
44 | Remarks on the subject of Land Tenure ca i - - -| 38 
45 | The way in which land descends - - - | 39 
46 | Buying and selling of Land - - - - - | 40 
Native Dialects. 
47 | Grammar and Vocabularies prepared by Rev. S. B. Fellows, Rev. | 40 
Copland King, and F. E. Lawes. 
48 | Difficulty of Language being gradually overcome - - -| 41 
Lsiabiishments. 

49 | Changes made during the Year - - - - -| 42 
50 | Health of Officers - - - - - - -| 42 
Public Property and Public Works. 

51 | Vessels and Boats - - - -| 42 
52 | Land acquired. Work done during the year - - -| 43 
Trade, 

53 | Imports and Exports - < “ - : -| 43 
54 | Shipping - - - ns c - - -| 46 
55 | Postal : - = - - - - -!| 46 
Finance. 

56 | Revenue - - - = “ - 47 
57 Expenditure - - - ° - - aan ay 
58 Exploration Fund - - - - - = ow ae 
59 | “Merrie England” - - - - - ~ «4 48 
Prisons. 

60 || Particulars re Prisons and Prisoners = - — pa 48 
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Sec- eat 
ton. Subject. Page. 


Mission Work. 


6] | Extension of Missionary influence; Work of the varios missions- | 49 
Meteorology. 
62 | Report by Government Secretary - - = » -| 50 
General. 


63 | Assistance by the Queensland Government; Annual visit to | 50 
Brisbane, &c, 
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Sir Wu. MacGrecor to Sir H. W. Norman. 


SIR, ° Government House, December 20, 1893. 

I HAVE the honour to present the usual Annual Report, as 
directed by Section XXXVI. of the Royal Instructions, for the 
year ending on the 30th June, 1893. 


LEGISLATION. 


1. Comparatively little was added to the laws of the Possession 
during the year, There has been no legislation where there was not 
a clear need for it. The settlement of Kuropeans in the Colony 
proceeds so slowly that few uew laws are necessary on their 
xecount ; and a multiplicity of laws and regulations would only 
confuse and discourage a native race passing from the darkness of 
savage barbarism into the light of civilization. 

Each Ordinance, Regulation, or Order, having the force of law, 
and enacted during the year, is briefly noticed below. 


Ordinances. 


‘2. Ordinance No, VI. of 1892 was passed to appropriate a sum 
not. exceeding 15,0002. to the Service of the year. Thisis the sum 
payable in respect of the necessary expenses of the administration 
of the Government of the Possession under “ The British New 
Guinea (Queensland) Act of 1887.” Of this sum 3,3001. is set 
aside for the Civil List salaries, under Section X VII. of the Letters 
Patent. Other appropriations are: 3,650/. for salaries exclusive 
of those on the Civil List; 2,250/. for vessels and boats; and 
5,800/. for miscellaneous services. ‘The Ordinance also made the 
balance to the credit of the Exploration Fund, 5097. 5s., available 
for the purposes for which it was intended; and it appropriated 
7,000 for the maintenance of the ss. “ Merrie England.” Of this 
last sum Her Majesiv’s Imperial Government provided 5,0001., 
and the contributing Colonies supplied the other 2,0002. 

3. Ordinance No. VII. of 1892 was adopted to regulate the 
cutting of indigenous timber. Several inquiries were made from 
Australia as to the terms and conditions under which timber 
could be obtained here for export; a considerable trade in 
sandalwood was also springing up, and it became necessary to 
provide against certain abuses connected with it. It is by no 
means clear that timber can at present be profitably exported from 
this country, and it seems that the sandalwood market is limited 
and capricious. It was therefore seen that any restrictions 
imposed, and any dues to be collected, should be as little 
burdensome as possible. The Ordinance does not apply to land 
alienated by the Crown, nor to land leased from the Crown, unless 
the Crown has reserved the timber on the leased land. District 
inspectors can be appointed by the Administrator to see that the 
Ordinance or any Regulation under it is carried out. 

The cutting of timber may be altogether prohibited in certain 
areas, or the cutting of specified kinds of timber only may be 


disallowed. No sandalwood trees can be cut if of less than twelve: 
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inches circumference a-foot from the ground. This limitation was 
needed because the sandalwood was being generally cut by natives 
who, especially at first, felled trees of all sizes, but more generally 
the small ones, which were, of course, useless for export. 

A license is required for cutting timber to be sawn otherwise 
than by hand, or to be exported or sold as timber. The fees 
payable for licenses, their duration and scope, are to be defined 
by Regulations. The Ordinance does not apply to timber cut by 
a native on his own land or for the use of natives. 

A native may enter into a contract before a timber inspector to 
supply any person with a specified quantity of timber at a fixed 
price, but not for remuneration in the shape of wages, 

Regulations were made by the Administrator in Council under 
this Ordinance on 31st December, 1892. Under these every. 
application for a license to cut timber on Crown Jands has to be 
made in writing. ‘The license may be issued for six or for twelve 
months. It empowers the licensee and his servants to cut any 
timber (not forbidden to be cut) on Crown land within the district 
to which the license applies. A license is not transferable nor 
transmissible. The license fee is—For twelve months, 2/.; for 
six months, 17. Timber cannot be cut on Crown lands within 
twenty yards of high-water mark, or within twenty yards of any 
permanent stream or sheet of water. 


4, The object of Ordinance No. VIII. of 1892 was to nrevent 
the introduction into the Possession of parasitic diseases affecting 
trees and plants. The proximate cause for passing this law was to 
guard against “cotfee leaf disease”; but the enactment is so 
prepared as to be capable of general application for the protection 
of any plant of economic value. In this special case of coffee it 
was found that there was sufficient coffee already growing in the 
Possession to supply seeds for all future wants, It was free of 
disease ; and in addition to this some coffee seeds were, through 
the kindness of the Government of Jamaica and the Kew 
authorities, imported from that Colony, which was said to be free 
of the disease. There is an unlimited area of land in this country 
suitable for the cultivation of coffee ; and as the presence or absence 
of “ coffee leaf disease ” probably means the working of this industry 
at a loss or at a good profit, it was thought desirable that, as this 
Colony aiready possesses healthy coffee, both of the Arabian and 
Liberian varieties, further importations of plants or seeds should 
be forbidden. 

Under the Ordinance, the introduction of any specified tree or 
plant may be prohibited ; or the importation may be so restricted 
that it can be made from certain countries only, 

Precautions to be taken and conditions to be observed in 
importing plants may be prescribed by Regulations. 

Plants or seeds imported contrary to law may be seized and 
destroyed. ; 


5. Ordinance No. IX. of 1892 gives the necessary legal 
authority for certain expenditure during the year in excess of the 
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sums provided under “ The Appropriation Ordinance of 1891,” 
These amount to a total of 8471. 15s. Savings to the same amount 
were affected on other items, The supplemental expenditure 
comprised 4710. 19s. 9d. on “ boats and vessels.” This excess was 
chiefly owing to the purchase of a new ketch for the Eastern 
Magisterial Division. It was chiefly in connection with the 
building of a bonded warehouse at Samarai and of quarters tor 
the magistrate of the South-Eastern (Louisiade) Division that: 
the vote for “ Buildings and Public Works” was insufficient by 
1802 10s. 1d. On “ Agriculture,” there was an excess of 
35/1, 12s, 3d., arising from the introduction of new economic 
plants, and in connection with cocoanut planting. 

_ The vote for “Surveys” was 962 3s. 1d. less than what was 
disbursed for them, The sum of 6282 3s. 1d. was expended on 
this service, Fees collected for surveys are paid wich ordinary 
revenue to the credit of the contributing Colonies, and are not to 
be used in paying for surveys. 

Under the heading of “ Unforeseen,” there was an unauthorised 
expenditure on miscellaneous services amounting to 632. 9s. 10d. 


Native Regulations. 


6. Only one Native Regulation was made by the Native 
Regulation Board during the year. It is one of much importance, 
providing for the appointment of village constables, The force of 
armed constabulary that can be maintained is very far short of 
what the area, the population, and the difficult nature of the 
country requires. It would take the whole of the funds at present 
provided for the expenses of the administration of the Government 
to provide an armed constabulary sufficient at all’ points tor 
the requirements of the Colony. It is, therefore, clearly uece ssary 
to create, if pussible, some cheap auxiliary force. 

Under the Regulation the Administratcr may appoint village 
constables, at such rate to pay as he may determine, The village 
constable cau arrest for contraventiun of a Native Regulation. 
He is under the authority cf the magistrate. 


7, An important task connected with Native Regulations was 
undertaken by Mr. Lawes, Secretary for Native Affairs, who 
translated the Penal Regulations into the Motu language, the 
best and most widely understood of all the native dialects. 

The first ten Regulations prescribe the procedure to be followed 
in the Native Courts, and their translation is unnecessary. Those 
translated by Mr. Lawes deal with— 


Stealing - - : - No. XI. of 1890, 
Injuries to persons - - - No. XII. of 1890. 
Burial of the dead - ae | - No. XIII. of 1890. 
Lying reports and threats - - No. II. of 1891. 
Destroying cocoanut trees - - No. III. of 1891. 
Adultery - - - - No. IV. of 1891, 


Village Constables - - No. I. of 1892. 
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It is not necessary, as above stated, to translate the first ten into 
the native languages, as they are principally for the guidance of 
the magistrate ; but it is of very great importance that the Penal 
Regulations should be translated, so that the natives can be made 
to understand what things are forbidden by Regulation, 

Probably all teachers of the London Missionary Society can 
read and explain these Regulations in the Motu tongue; certainly 
all save one or two of the Government officers, and many settlers 
can do so, while a certain number of natives can read them. 


Order in Council. 


8. On the 2nd July, 1892, an Order in Council was passed 
under, “ The Post and Telegraph Act, 1891 (Queensland adopted),” 
directing that the Possession should join the Universal Postal 
Union. This step was necessary as Queensland had joined it, 
ae the Possession is on the footing of a postal district of that 

olony. 

ee same time Postal Regulations were prepared and 
approved by the Administrator in Council, on the same lines as 
those in force in Queensland, 


ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE. 


9. The establishment for the Administration of Justice was 
described in last year’s Annual Report. There has been little or 
no change. 

Mr, F, P. Winter, C.M.G,, Chief Judicial Officer, has prepared 
the following tabulated list of cases dealt with by the Courts 
during the year :— 


MATTERS DEALT WITH JUDICIALLY FOR THE YEAR ENDING 
30TH JuNnxu, 1898. 


CENTRAL COURT, 


Criminal Business. 


a a SRI, a 


Number of Persons District from which : ag A 
committed for Trial. committed. Persons committed—how disposed of. 
| 
18 | Central District - - | 1 committal quashed. 


10 tried. 
2 awaiting trial. 


16 | Eastern District - -| 1sent back to be dealt with sum- 
marily, 
9 tried. 
1 discharged. 
ae 5 awaiting trial. 
7 | Western District - *| 7 ¢ried. 
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The Court held Fourteen Criminal Sessions at the Places and 


Times, and with the Results, under-mentioned :— 


Number 
of Persons 
tried. 


we 


4 
Total 42 


Offence charged. Result of Trial. Sentence. 


SAMARAI—20th and 21st July 1892. 
Murder - . - |3 guilty, 4 not guilty -| $ death, 


Kitatr, Bona-Bpona—22nd July, 1892. 


3 murder - -{ 3guilty, murder - - , 8 death. 
1 (1) rape, (2) Assault -/| 1 guilty, assault - » | lthree months  im- 
| prisonment with hard, 
labour. 


PANNAIETI IsLaND—27th July, 1892. 


lmurder - - -| 1Guilty - - -| 1 death. 
RosskEL Istanp—11th August, 1892. 
lattempt to murder - | 1 guilty, attempt to murder| 2 two years’ imprison- 
1 (1) murder (2) larceny -/ 1 guilty, larceny : - mee with hard la- 
our, 


Dosu—18th August, 1892. 
Assault - a «| Not guilty. { 


Duav (NoORMANBY IsLAND)—27th August, 1892, 


2 (1) murder, (2) wound- | 2 guilty, wounding with {2 five years’ penal 
ing with intent, &c. intent to do grievous servitude. 
bodily harm. 


DaBEO, MILNE Bay—30th August, 1892, 


(1) murder, (2) wound- 1 guilty, manslaughter -| ltwo years’ imprison- 
ing with intent, &c. ci with hard la- 
ur. 


SamMaRAI—5th September, 1892. 


1 murder * - | 1 guilty, murder - - 
1 (1) robbery, (2) larceny,} 1 guilty, receiving stolen 
(3) receiving stolen goods] goods. 


1 death. 

1 twelve months’ im- 
prisonment with hard 
labour. 


Rreo STATION—S8th November, 1892. 


2 murder - : - | 2 guilty, manslaughter -);2twelve months’ im- 
prisonment with hard 
labour. 

3 assault - - -| 3 guilty, assault - -|3 one month’s’ im- 

risonment with hard 
abour. 


PERAMA, Fiy RivER—13th December, 1892. 


Murder - . - » Guilty, manslaughter : | lone years’ imprison- 
| ment with bard la- 
bour, 
Port MorEspy—17th December, 1892. 
Murder - - | Guilty - : - | Death. 


SAMABRAI—21st and 22nd December, 1892, 


8 murder - - { 2 guilty murder,l discharged} 2 death. 

1 extortion as a constable | 1 guilty of extortion as con-{| 1 three months’ im- 
stable. rete with hard 
abour, 


Porr MorrsBy—14th April, 1893. 
7 murder -| 7 guilty, murder - «| 7 death, 


Port MorEsBY—26th May, 1893. 


2 murder, 2 sedition - | 1 guilty, manslaughter, 3/1 twelve months’ im- 
not guilty. c enaeap With bard 
abour. 
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_Burrisa Civil Business. 
New Guinga. 
1392-3. ——_—_——- 
Pitenied. Nature of Proceedings, &c. 
6 Applications for order to administer by Curator of Intestate Estates. 
2 Applications for directions by Curator of Intestate Estates. 
8 
Courts oF Perry SEssIons. 
Indictable Offences Jurisdiction, 
Number 
District of Court. of Persons Nature of Charge. Result of Inquiry. 
Charged. 
Central District - 18 12 murder - ~~ -| 13 committed. 
1 unlawfully using ex-} 3 discharged. 
plosives. 2 on remand. 
3 assault ° - { 
2sedition = - 
Eastern District : 20 11 murder + - | 15 committed. 
4 ee stolen | 1 discharged, 
goods. 
1 gaol-breaking -| 4 on remand. 
1 extortion as a con- 
stable. 
lindecent assault - 
2 attempt to murder- . 
Western District - 9 g murder - - | 7 committed. 
-- 2 discharged. 
Total 47 
Summary Offences Jurisdiction. 
Number ’ 
District of Court. of Persons Nature of Charge. Result of Trial. 
Charged. 
Jentral District  - A7 2Injuring property - - | 2 convicted. 
z ;4Breach of Masters and | 4 convicted. 
Servants Act. ; 
8 Assault : - -|6 convicted, 2 dis- 
missed. 
1 Larceny - | - | 1 convicted. 
1 Deserting when armed con- | 1 convicted. 
stable. ; 
1 unlawful removal of anative | 1 convicted. 
Eastern District - 14 1 Resisting the police - - | 1 convicted. 
6 Assault - - -| 4 convicted, 2 dis- 
missed. 
3 Larceny ’ - - | 3 convicted. 
1 Aggravated assault on a | 1 convicted. 
female. 
1 Obtaining money on false | 1 convicted. 
pretences. : 
1 Desertion from ship - - | Econvicted. 
1 disobedience as armed con- | 1 convicted. 
stable, 
Western District - Nil. 
Total 31 
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Civil Jurisdiction. 


Number 


ener : Amount ; 
District of Court. of hot ai involved: Result of Action. 
pee aE ee Et MA RR Et er Eat SE ee Se 
£s.d. 
Central District (ia ree ° ° 013 6 For plaintiff. 
Eastern District -| 1 ° ° . 5 0 0 For plaintiff, 
Western District : ~ — — 


Native Maaistrates’ Courts. 


Criminal Jurisdiction (Forbidden Acts). 
a one aes eS Te See Soe nA RCR eT 


Number 
District of Court. of Persons Nature of Charge. Result of Trial. 
Charged. 
tra rte eenereeseree-—nacuns 
No. 8 (Eastern) * q $ larceny - | 8 convicted. 
- 1 abduction of woman. - | lLconvicted. 
3 assault - - - | 2convicted,1 dismissed. 
No. 2 (Central) . 36 6 assault ° . - | 8convicted,3 dismissed. 
16 larceny . - - |16 convicted. 
‘ 3 adultery * - | 3 convicted. 
i threatening language - | 1 convicted, 
4 disobeying magistrate’s or- | 4 cotivicted. 
er. 
5 burying corpse in village + | 5 ¢onvicteds 
linjuring property - - | 1 convicted. 
5 $ adultery ° S - | 3 convicted. 
No.1 (Western) - _ 2 assault . : - | lconvicted,1 dismissed, 
Total 48 


Civil Jurisdiction (Civil Claims). 


Number 
District of Court. of qatigns Nature of Action. Result of Trial. 
ried, 
No. 3 (Eastern) . — 1 -:. ae, 
No. 2 (Central) : 1 Negligently injuring canoe - | Verdict for plaintiff for 
- 108s, 
No. 1 (Western) : 1 Claim to ownership of a garden Verdict for plaintitf. 
Total 2 


ToraL NUMBER OF CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS. 


In Central Court : 
In .Sourey of Petty Sessions (exclusive of the 386 that went 
to Central Court . aD 
in} ative Magistrates Courts” * . . m5 AR 
Inall Courts - . . . . a) lige 
Totat NumBER ov Civin ProceRpinas., 
In Central Court - . 5 = i as 
In Courts of Petty Sessions - - - < - 3 
In Native Magistrates’ Courts = - : : 5 eh 
In all Courts - = = . * -12 
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Of the 36 persons committed by the lower court for trial on 
criminal charges before the Central Court, seven remained untried 
at the close of the year. Of the 29 tried, 18 were sentenced by 
the court to undergo capital punishment. 

The first of these was a native of Pannieti, who killed a woman 
of another tribe, because some of her relations had, when he was 
a small boy, killed the head of the murderer’s family. He had 
been hunted from place to place for nearly two years, and was 
finally captured by some of his own tribe who were assisting the 
constabulary. 

It was the first case of the kind so dealt with in his neighbour- 
hood. The sentence was commuted to penal servitude. 

Three men of Basilaki Island were sentenced to death for 


_murdering a man of their own tribe, because he had seduced the 


wife of one of them. They were not aware that redress could be 
obtained in court under the native regulations, and, consequently, 
dealt with the case according to their own usage. The clemency 
of the Crown was extended to them also. 

_ Three men of Modewa, a village on the coast between Samarai 
and Suau, were condemned to death for murdering one of their 
own tribe. The latter had, some eight months previously, killed the 
wife of one of the three, and a day or two before they fell upon 
him, he had murdered another women because she refused to 
marry him. ‘hey acted to redress a private wrong, and in the 
public interest, according to their view, because they said they 
were afraid he would kill some other person. The prerogative 
of mercy was exercised in their favour. 

The other cases in which capital punishment was imposed and 
in which the penalty was commuted were the following :— 

A man of the Tauputa tribe, on the north-east coast murdered 
his sister. She had urged another brother to go to hunt wild 
swine. He went, and was killed by aboar. When overwhelmed 
with grief the surviving brother killed the sister, probably hardly 
knowing what he was doing. 

A man of one of the Koiari hill villages in the Central District 
killed a woman at the instigation of her stepson. This woman 
was about to marry without the consent of the latter, who, accord- 
ing to the custom of the tribe, had the right to dispose of her 
hand. The stepson acted quite within his tribal rights in causing 
her to be put to death. The murderer escaped to the mountains, 
where he was periodically hunted for more than a year and a half 
by the constabulary and village police, pursued and driven from 
place to place until he was captured. 

Two men of Ware, an Orangerie Bay tribe, murdered a native 
of Bina, an inland village of the same district. They were appre- 
hended by the constabulary and were duly tried in the Central 
Court. The victim was a reputed sorcerer, and was believed to 
have procured the death of several people by the exercise of his 
art. Ihe brother in-law of one of the murderers was said to he 
one of his victims. The murderers believed that they were 
redressing a private wrong and removing a public evil. 
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Seven men of the Wabuda tribe were tried at Port Moresby for 
murders committed in their own district. Their sept made a 
general onslaught on a neighbouring people, in which some 
sixteen heads were taken. Each convict was proved to have 
killed some person in this intertribal fight. 

In no case was the extreme penalty of the law carried out 
during the year. In every case the crime was admitted by the 
accused, who often urged reasons to justify it. 

_ The Central Court held fourteen sittings for criminal cases, 
viZ.-— 


In the Western Division ~< < - at] 
» Central Division - - = - 4 
» Eastern Division + “ - - 7 
x» South-Eastern Division - ~ « 2 


It is a_noteworthy fact, and a matter for special congratulation, 
that no European was required to appear before the court as an 
accused person. 


No cases of supplying to natives intoxicating liquor, arms, or 
ammunition came under notice, and there was only one case of 
unlawfully removing a native. About half of all cases that came 
before the lower courts were for acts of violence, 


ADMINISTRATIVE VISITS OF INSPECTION, 


A brief summary is given below of the more important visits of 
inspection made during the year, 


10, On the 6th July, 1892, a tour of inspection eastward was 
begun at the village of Tupuseleia. It was found to be as quiet 
and orderly as any average European village. A man of position 
in the community, selected by the villagers themselves, was 
appointed vil‘age policeman. The Kappa-Kappa tribe were found 
to have made excellent use of a tract of land given to them by the 
Government out of aa area abandoned by another tribe, They had 
planted over 2,000 cocvanuts. This village is only a few miles 
from the Government station at Rigo, and is so advanced in 
civilisation that the inhabitants often (whenever required) supply 
the Government Agent with special constables, In that capacity 
they conduct themselves with perfect honesty and moderation, 


They, like the Tupuseleia people, were abandoning their pile 
houses for buildings ashore. 


The Government station for the Rigo district was in good 
condition. Substantial quarters had been provided for the agent, 
and a very fine hardwood prison had been built, capable of 
receiving eight or ten inmates. Over 3,000 cocoanuts had been 
planted. 


The tribes of Rigo, Saroa, and Gosoru were also visited, and 
found to be living as well-ordered and neighbourly communities 
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with, what was something unusual for them in former days, plenty 
of food. The Chiefs of Saroa and Gosoru are men of great 
intelligence, and are warm and active friends of the new order of 
things. Two Gosoru villages were passed through between the 
principal village of that tribe and Libikina, the foremost village of 
the Saroaki tribe. They were both thriving, industrious, and 
peaceful. 

The Saroaki people, who appeared to have been very severely 
dealt with by the Protectorate, had taken their abode on the 
Vanigera River. They had given up raids on their neighbours 
and were living quietly and peacefully, and were establishing 
relations of amity with far inland tribes, But there was one cloud 
on their horizon; they had been in serious trouble for persisting 
in the obnoxious custom of keeping dead and decomposing human 
bodies in their villages. ‘Tbeir resistance to the Government 
Agent had been of a passive nature, that is, they all ran away 
when he went near them, but at this visit they promised that these 
practices should be discontinued in future. Another large village 
of the tribe, which had experienced the same troubles, promised 
like amendment. 

The chief of Wabba-rabba, an enlightened man, and very 
friendly towards the Government, was officially installed at the 
large metropolis of that tribe. They are perhaps the strongest 
community in the district, and they seemed to think that their 
position and cowfort had profited much from the establishment 
of peace and order in their country. Much fine alluvial land was 
passed over on the right bank of the Vanigera before the village of 
of Waikune was reached. This place contains the re-assembled 
fragments of a large tribe which was broken up and dispersed by 
combinations of their neighbours. They have now made a good 
village on their present site, and do not seem to wish to return to 
the old ones, Their chief is a man of unusual intelligence, who 
appears to be able to maintain tolerable rule among his people. 

The Kalo tribe were found to be law-abiding, but somewhat 
lofty and reserved, They have very large cocoanut groves on the 
lower half-dozen miles of the Vanigera River, which makes them 
wealthy and independent. Their progress in religious matters, it 
was clear, had not kept pace with their political and social 
advancement, This tribe and the next visited, that of Kerepunu, 
have, from time immemorial, had market meetings at certain regular 
intervals, for the exchange of fish for vegetables. These fell 
frequently on Sunday; but they are now beginning to show a 
tendency to confine their marketing to the other six days of the 
week. 

All the coast villages of the Aroma District were inspected 
from Paraman to Billeruppu. They were all peaceful and 
comfortable, They had made peace with the surrounding tribes, 
who had been their hereditary enemies, and appeared well disposed 
towards the Government. ‘lhe opinion was formed that if certain 
villages assumed at eny time a hostile attitude towards the 
Government, it would be possible to keep the others detached from 
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them. They were beginning to make copra for the trade, and were 
extending their own bartering operations along the coast among 
other tribes. 


11. On the 21st July, 1892, the Government station at Samarai 
was inspected, and found to be in good order under the supervision 
of Mr. Moreton. The whole istand had been planted in cocoanuts. 
some time before, and the plants had been well attended to, and 
looked thriving. A cocoanut plantation, in connection with the 
station, had also been commenced onthe mainland. Mr. Moreton 
had dealt with all known cases of crime in the distriet—work he 
had found much in arrear. 

A sitting of the Central Court was held at Samarai on the 
22nd. The most important case dealt with was one in which 
certain natives were charged with the murder of a European 
trader, a foreigner. It appeared that this man had, without any 
provocation, shot a native of Goodenough Island. To keep 
beyond reach of the magistrate he was leading a sort of outlaw 
life, keeping well clear of Samarai. He had some nine natives on 
board, who, believing that they were being carried away from their 
own country, murdered him. 

Herr Rose, Landeshauptman of Kaiser Wilhelmsland, had 
courteously intimated to the Government of the Possession that a 
certain European trader from British New Guinea had been 
murdered inside the German jurisdiction, on the north-east coast 
of the mainland. As the man reported to have been killed was 
known to be alive, and as there had been some reason to believe 
that the trader killed by those tried at Samarai had met his fate 
far inside the British jurisdiction, it was not ascertained until the 
case came before the Central Court that it was the one that had 
been reported to Herr Rose. ‘The prisoners had to be discharged, 
as there was no jurisdiction in the Court to try them. KHight of 
the nine men on board with the victim had been nursued and 
arrested in different places’ at immense trouble and some expense. 
As, however, they had undergone much hardship, and some of 
them considerable terms of imprisonment, they did net altogether 
escape punishment. The result of the case was intimated to the 
Government of Kaiser Wilhelmsland, but it was the opinion of 
each Government that nothing further could be dyne in the 
matter. 

It was found on a visit to the island of Tubetube that a 
substantial house was being built there for a Kuropean minister of 
the Wesleyan Church. The Rev. Messrs. Watson and Field 
spoke favourably of the intelligence of the natives, and of their 
willingness to assist them in building operations. 

The island of Pannieti was called at a day or two later. The 
Rev. Mr. Fellows had already got much influence over the natives 
there ; but they were unsettled because there was still at large a 
member of their tribe that had committed a murder some time 
before. A man of some -influence was appointed chief of the 
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island, and the people were invited to look about for a suitable 
person to be made policeman for the island. 

At this and the neighbouring small islands the people have a 
decided tendency to neglect cultivation by spending their time 
sailing about in their canoes. ; 

Two villages were visited on the south coast of Misima (St. 
Aignan) at which teachers of the Wesleyan Mission were 
successfully establishing themselves. They had not been there 
long enough to enable an opinion to be formed as to the influence 
they might exert on those backward tribes; but undoubtedly it 
will require great tact and patience to effect much on that island. 
It appeared that intertribal war had practically been put an end 
toon Misima. There were about thirty diggers on the island. 
By employing natives to asssist them in their very laborious toil, 
they were able to make a living, but probably only very small 
profits. 

A. few days later, the murderer at large on Pannieti was, by the 
aid of some members of that tribe, made prisoner. 

The island of Nivani, in the same neighbourhood, was, after 
careful examination, selected as a site for the headquarters of the 
Resident Magistrate of the South-eastern Division. 

At Griffin Point, Tagula (Sudest), it was reported that there 
were about thirty diggers on the island. It seemed to be no easy 
matter for them to make a living, even with very hard work. 
Some half-dozen of them had returned from Roua or Yela 
(Rossel Island), where they had failed to find payable gold. 

Some time before this a foreign trader had been murdered 
by a number of natives on the south side of Yela, who had 
conspired together for that purpose. All coast tribes were visited 
from Yongga Bay, en the north of Yela, to Tama, on the south 
of the island, where the crime had been committed. All were 
made friendly, and several lent very useful assistance to the 
Government. Some arrests were made at Tama, and a small 
party was left to secure two or three ringleaders that were 
concealed in the mountains; in this they succeeded. The whole 
of the villages on the coast of the island, except a stretch of some 
half-dozen miles, were examined. The people were, without 
exception, found to be harmless and friendly, but very shy. 
Practically the whole island is covered by dense ‘forest. The 
population is scanty, living in small villages of a few houses each. 

The Yela language is difficult to learn, and by no means easy 
to write. The people have lived in the strictest seclusion, 
never intermarrying with, or visiting the tribes on other islands. 


12. On the 16th August a visit was begun to the D’ Entrecasteaux 
and neighbouring groups of Islands. 

It was intended to hold a sitting of the Central Court at Bakera, 
on the west side of Duau Island, but this could not be carried out 
on account of boisterous weather and the absence of witnesses. 

At Dobu there had been erected a fine, large, substantial 
church, built by the natives, as far as they could assist in’ such 
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work, without payment. It is capable of accommodating 500 
people. The native teachers were establishing themselves, without 
any trouble, among the different tribes. Visits were made to 
some obstreperous tribes that had tried to bully those that were 
coming under missionary influence. Some inland villages had 
threatened to defy the Government, but they had no heart to 
attempt that when the pinch came. The-most influential man in 
the Boio district of Fergusson was formally installed as chief; and 
the most important native of Dobu was appointed chief of that 
place. Two natives were made local policemen for Dobu. 

Nearly all the villages on or near Dawson’s Strait were called at. 
The inhabitants were evidently all settling down fast into a quiet 
and peaceful state, largely owing to the influence of the Wesleyan 
mission arnong them. Their chief trouble arose from the dread of 
sorcery. 

A detachment of constabulary was landed at Kiletu, on the east 
of Fergusson, because it had been reported at Dobu that a murder 
bad been committed there. The force met with a friendly reception, 
and it was found that the report was untrue. The constabulary 
also went to Murua, and remained some days among the principal 
tribes there, but were not successful in arresting a native accused 
of participating in a murder two or three years ago. 

The condition of the Nada Islands was found to be satisfactory. 
By careful observations made at each end of Kiriwina Island its 
length was found to be about twenty-four geographical miles. 
A call was made at each of the villages on Vakuta Island. The 
principal village has the same name, and is of unusually large 
size. The people appeared to be perfectly peaceful and very 
friendly, and to give more than ordinary obedience to their chief. 
Food was very abundant. ‘The populous Kiriwina villages of 
Sinaketa and Oburaka warmly welcomed the party. These people 
have probably the best fishing ground in he Possession, and are 
extremely active and industrious in their habits. The great tribe 
of Kavatari was seen to be living quietly and at peace with its 
neighbours. ‘The members of this tribe are exceedingly keen 
traders. A stay of some days was made in the neighbourhood of 
Kaibola, near the north end of Kiriwina Island. All the villages 
were inspected, and an official visit was received at Kaibola from the 
great chief of the group. His family claim to be the only chiefly 
stock, and declare that ali others are subject tothem. ‘This claim 
is admitted both in theory and in practice on Kiriwina and on all 
the neighbouring islands. The opinion was formed, after seeing a 
good deal of the interior of the islands, that, from the point of 
view of fertility of soil, Kiriwina and Kaileuna are the vardens 
of the Possession ; the soil consists of a thin layer of chocolate- 
coloured earth on coral limestone, which, with a large rainfall, is 
extremely productive. 

Very good anchorage for ships was found in the strait between 
the two large islands of the group (KXiriwina and Kaileuna). 

Oa the 27th, there was an opportunity of seeing the Dobu 
congregation at Sunday service in their principal church. An 
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_Baittst arrest made by the constabulary and Dobu police during the night 
ee had alarmed the people, but, in spite of that, from 250 to 300 
__ _-were present. The behaviour of the natives was, in every respect, 
most exemplary. It was found that Mrs. Bromilow and the two 
young lady lay sisters were doing valuable work. A review of 
the labours of the mission over the whole district showed clearly 
that the Fijian teachers are better suited than any others for 
dealing with the Papuans, as they are very successful in gaining 

the confidence, respect, and affection of this people. 

The Anglican mission of Wedau, on the mainland, was found 
to be making some progress, but it was very short handed. 

The constabulary were landed at the Radawa villages in 
Goodenough Bay, but were not successful in securing certain 
persons accused of assault or murder committed there. 

Between Radawa and the head of the bay there were only two 
small native settlements, and the land is steep and unfit for 
cultivation near the sea. At the upper end of the bay, on its 
north-east side, there are many villages in a district called Paiwa. 
Darkness and bad weather obliged a small and weak party, with an 
undermanned boat, to remain there during the night. The natives, 
though they invited tie party to land, were thievish and thought 
of murdering their guests, and were with some difficulty kept 
under control. 

A large force landed next day to demand restitution of the 
stolen goods, and was vigorously attacked when the leading man 
of the place was arrested. In the fight that ensued several natives 
were killed and wounded, but the chief was secured, taken away, 
and brought to trial. ° 


13. On the 8th October, a tour of inspection westward from 
Port Moresby was begun. The first call was a compulsory one 
made at Boera, less than half a score of miles from Port Moresby, 
in consequence of the steamer grounding on a shoal and having 
to remain there till high water. Ata public meeting held in 
the village, it was decided by the natives that they should build 
a substantial, creditable church for themselves. All was found 
satisfactory at Ravao (Yule Island) and Delena. 

A visit was paid to Bioto. At this place the Sacred Heart 
mission was formerly represented by a lay brother, but no member 
of any mission has lived there for some time now. 

The people of Rapa and Akabara received the party kindly 
and hospitably, and seemed to be living in profound peace, because, 
as the chief said, “ they were all afraid to fight.” 

The Mohu tribe were uneasy, because they had been to 
some extent involved in intertribal disturbances which were not 
yet of remote date; they also shared the view of the father of 
the Sacred Heart mission stationed there, that they should be 
al‘owed to bury their dead in their dwelling-houses, and they 
had therefore been disobeying the Burial Regulation ; one of them 
bad also recently threatened the father with violence. ‘The heads 
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of families were remonstrated with, and the opinion was formed 
that the Mohu difficuities would disappear before quiet firmness 
on the part of the Government. 


There was at first some misgiving shown by the people of 
Babiko. A lay brother of the Sacred Heart mission is stationed 
there—a most exemplary, industrious, hard-working, kindly man, 
“one of those persons that live oblivious of self, and solely for the 
good of others. Some of the men of the Babiko had broken into 
his house and stolen from him. He wished them to be warned 
against such things in future. They declared they would never 
steal any more, and were, on the intercession of the brother, let 
off with an admonition. He was building good houses, was 


planting cocoanuts, and had made, and was using, a horse track 
to Mohu. 


The Yeku village was quiet and orderly, making progress in 
building and settlement under the teaching of the genial lay 
brother stationed there. Some of the people seemed to still retain 
a longing for their old village, where most of the cocoanut trees 
are. The new village is conveniently placed on the left bank of 
the Angabunga River, and was built on the re-settlement of the 
tribe after their attack on the Inawabui. The chief of Eboa sent 
his son and a retinue to Yeku, to pay his official duty there. 


A. party starting from Yeku went first to the two old villages of 
Tnawaia and thence to Inawabui. The former tribe, assisted by 
the Ebba people, had some time before this attacked Inawabui, 
killed several people, and been punished by the Government, the 
war chief of the tribe, and the chief's son, with others, having been 
captured and awarded long terms of imprisonment. The Inawaia 
people did not show distrust or alarm, but wished to join the party 
proceeding to Inawabui. The latter peop'e were hospitable to the 
first arrivals of the party, but they could not muster up sufficient 
confidence to wait in their village to receive the Inawaia men, but, 
taking up their spears, most of them dispersed into the bush. After 
the greater part'of the visitors had been sent away, the principal 
man and other leading personages came to the village and discussed 
the situation. They declared they were not distrustful of the 
Government, but were alarmed by the presence of so many men 
from Inawaia. Both tribes asserted that they wished for peace. 
There seemed to be good grounds for believing that there might be 
no further collision between the two tribes. 


The village of Inawa, some members of which had formerly been 
punished for robbery of mission property, and for offering resistance 
to the Government Agent of the district, was found to be quies 
and peaceful. 


Cfficial visits were made at the Government station by all the 
principal chiefs of the district, except from one tribe, which had 
some little time previously threatened to attack anothe:, because 
a girl of the former had made arunaway match with a man of the 
latter. 
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A detachment of the constabulary was quartered for some days 
in the village of the would-be aggressors. All other tribes were 
living in harmony. 

A short visit to Inawi made it clear that the excellent mis- 
sionary there, the Rev. Father Vitali, had made a very good 
commencement. Unfortunately the Angabunga River had been 
greatly flooded and the Inawi lands had been some time 
under water, which made fever prevalent. One of the sisters 
stationed there had died, and the father and the lay brother had 
suffered much. Still they had put up good buildings, including a 
church that could accommodate 400 to 500 people. The Govern- 
ment Station was in goed order; a large number of imported 
economic plants were doing well. 

On the 12th October a halt was made at the village of Pinapaka. 
All available land near this village has been planted with cocoanuts 
but there is a scarcity of land for ordinary cultivation. The people 
have had among them a persevering, patient lay brother of the 
Sacred Heart mission. 

The populous villages of Maiva were found to be fast becoming 
a settled and orderly community. Two bodies had, however, been 
buried in the villages, contrary to the Burial Regulation ; but these 
were speedily removed, and interred in the cemetery before the 
matter had been reported officially. Sunday was spent there. The 
four teachers of the London Missionary Society, who work there, 
preached to full churches, and seemed to have a good hold on the 
people. Sunday was strictly observed by all. 

The principal chief and many men came from Kivori to Maiva 
to make an official call. They also had disobeyed the Burial 
Regulation, but speedily remedied the matter, as had been done at 
Maiva. In no other respect did these tribes appear to have 
offended against any law. 

There was some friction between Kivori and Waikupa, the first 
tribe west of it, because the daughter of the chief of the former 
had eloped with a Waikupa man. This latter village was visited by 
a detachment of constabulary, but there was nothing fcr them to 
do there. 

All was quiet and satisfactory at Yokea, a station of the Londoa 
Missionary Society. The tribes that are under the tuition of this 
mission from Maiva and Yokea were manifesting very considerable 
trading activity in sandalwood and copra. 


14. The Biaru River (Coombes of the charts) was ascended for 
two days in a whale-boat. The first two miles lie through 
mangroves, then its course traverses flat’ alluvial lands with grass 
or sparse forests, The village of Apanaipi is on its right bank, 
about fourteen miles from its mouth, and consists of fifteen houses. 
The inhabitants were ail occupied in obtaining sandalwood. It is 
a sort of half-way-house between Mekeo and Freshwater Bay, 
frequented by the natives of each. 

‘he river is suitable for transport as far as Apanaipi. The 
ascent of the Biaru was continued for about a dozen miles beyond 
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Apanaipi. It takes a southward trend, and the banks become 
lower and swampy. The chief men of the tribe of Aipea, who 


live not far from the river, about a score of miles from its mouth, 


came to express gratitude for the protection the name of the 
Government had been to them in stopping their extermination by 
large neighbouring tribes. | 
Several years’ work of the London Missionary Society have 
greatly changed the habits of the Lese tribe. Lese is a large 
village on the coast, and was found to be progressing satisfactorily, 


15. It had been reported to the Government that two men of 
the Toaripi tribe had killed a small boy for the sole object of 
taking a human life. A strong detachment of constabulary was 
sent there to arrest the murderers, This was effected without any 
trouble, by the co-operation of a chief that owes his training and 
enlightenment entirely to the Rev. James Chalmers. The lands 
of Toaripi are very low, but the people are unusually industrious 
and persevering in contending with the water, which is always 
threatening to submerge their gardens. 

At Toaripi it was said that a murder had been committed at 
Karama, on the other side of Freshwater Bay, and that the tribes 
of that place meant to defy the Government. There are four large 
villages there, but the murder was of the ordinary retaliatory type, 
and the homicide was arrested, and removed without any serious 
disturbance, although this was the first official visit to the place. 

A brief glance at the work done by the London Missionary 
Society from Maiva to Carama was considered to reflect the 
greatest credit on the Rev. James Chalmers, Not only had that 
gentleman effected an incalculable amount of good through religious 
teaching, but he had also shown the people that they must respect 
and obey the Government and laws of the Queen. 


16. In the end of February, two distinguished officers in the 
service of Her Majesty the Queen of the Netherlands—Resident 
Bensbach, of Ternate, and Captain J. Van Afferden, met certain 
of the principal officers of the Possession, at Thursday Island, 
to proceed to the British-Dutch boundary in New Guinea, to 
look forsome natural workable boundary between the two terri- 
tories which could be substituted for the 141st degree of east 
longitude. The need for this arose from the periodical harrying 
invasions of the British coast-line by certain tribes having their 
homes in Dutch New Guinea. After examining the ground, it 
was mutually agreed to recommend the respective Governments to 
adopt the mouth of a freshwater river called “The Bensbach,” 
as the boundary on the coast. Its approximate position where it 
debouches, is 141° 1’ 48” east longitude, and 9° 7’ 35” south 
latitude. The proposed boundary proceeds on that longitude to 
the Fly River, then along that river upwards till it cuts the 141st 
degree of east longitude, and along that degree of longitude to 
the point where the British, Dutch, and German boundaries meet 
on the 5th degree of south latitude. 
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17. In consequence of a report of very serious disturbances, on 
what seemed good authority, a visit was paid in March to Wabuda 
Island, in the northern half of the Fly estuary. The Wabuda 
tribe had attacked, first one and then another neighbouring tribe, 


and had secured a large number of human heads for dedicatory 


purposes in connection with new canoes or a new building. The 
Kiwai chiefs volunteered to assist by their presence and counsel. 
Two of them were taken as interpreters, It was ascertained soon 
after reaching Wabuda that many of the warriors were absent on a 
neighbouring island fishing and hunting. ‘'T'wo or three arrests were 
made at the two Wabuda villages; and all canoes were secured, so 
that the absent men couldnotbe communicated with during thenight. 
Next day a number of men were arrested by intercepting the canoes 
as they crossed from Umudu to Wabuda. No resistance was 
offered, although they were all heavily armed. The war chief of 


‘the tribe was not in the flotilla; he had been wounded in the last 


inter-tribal fight, and-had been left on the island of Umudu, where 
he was arrested next morning by the constabulary. Sixteen men 
in all were secured, but it was found that the man that ranked next 
to the war chief in mischief was not there, but had gone away to 
some other island ona visit. Before the party reached Kiwai 
Island on the homeward journey, the Kiwai local policemen had 
arrested this man, and he was in due course handed over to the 
Government officers. 


At a meeting held with the Wabuda tribe after the arrest were 
made, the whole situation was discussed, and the tribe. was 
practically settled. ‘They even came out to the “ Albatross ” with 
food and little things for their friends among the prisoners. 


The whole undertaking was, without any bloodshed, very 
satisfactory in its results. 


Vistr oF INSPECTION TO THE GULF OF Papua, AND 
EXPLORATION OF THE RIVERS FLOWING THEREINTO. - 


18. On the 9th January an inspection of the Lakekamu River 
was begun where it enters the sea at Toaripi. Within the first 
four miles two side creeks lead from the Lakekamu to Mobiabi 
and the Tauri River. The first dozen miles pass through many 
sago groves, then the ground gradually rises, producing a mixture 
of sago, padanus, and mangrove trees, then bread-fruit, paper-bark, 
and general forest. The lower reaches belong to Toaripi; all the 
upper portion, as far as traversed, is claimed by Mobiabi; but 
there are no permanent settlements on the river after leaving 
Toaripi. 

After the first score of miles is passed, there are large areas of 
fine deep alluvial soil, covered by great forest trees. At two score 
of miles low wooded hills are reached. At nearly fifty miles from 
the sea the river divides into two nearly equal branches. From 
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the sea to this junction there would apparently never be less than 
one fathom of water in the river channel. There is a large 
quantity of fine land fit for settlement on this river—land at 
present unoccupied—well adapted for growing sugar-cane, corn, 
tea, and coffee. 


19. The party passed by boat through winding creeks from the 
Lakekamu to the Mapu River, and by the latter to Mobiabi 
village on the Tauri River. The greater portion of the country 
within four or five miles of the sea is mangrove swamp. There 
are some small native settlements on the Mapu; there are many 
people at Mobiabi. 

The Tauri, for about a dozen miles, is about 100 yards wide, 
and from one to two fathoms deep. Good land begins about 
Mobiabi, but it is not more than a foot or two above high-water 
mark ; it is covered by cocoanut, sago, and bread-fruit trees, mixed 
with gardens and grass patches, with paper-bark trees in the 
distance. At about a score of miles there is much good planting 
land, from one to tliree yards high, some of it covered by old 
forests of large trees. ‘The upper portions of the river are visited 
only occasionally by the Mabiabi tribe for fishing and hunting ; 
they have a few small gardens there also, but there is no permanent 
occupation. There would be a considerable area of good land 
available for European settlement on the Tauri. It has not much 
sago on its course in comparison to what was seen on the 
Lakekamu. 


20. On the 22nd a visit was made to Karama. The people 
were peaceful and kind, but showed some suspicion when the 
moment of departure came. This mistrust was not shared by the 
chief, who wished to accompany the party westward. The creek 
there was ascended for about four miles, It traverses excellent 
garden land until it reaches the hills. Shortly before this the South 
Sea Island teacher stationed here had died at his post. 

The several villages near the sea between Kurama and Kerema 
were all friendly disposed, but there was not time to visit them all. 
There is no useful unoccupied land on the coast there. 

A short halt was made at the village of Ipisi, on the east side 
of Kerema Bay. ‘The community is a poor one, and is in every 
way rather backward. ‘The people are timid but friendly. The 
lagoon and inlets behind Ipisi were examined. There are two 
villages behind Ipisi belonging to the same tribe. The lagoon is 
surrounded by low wooded hills on all sides save that next the 
sea. 
A teacher of the London Missionary Society nad well established 
himself in Kerema by three years’ work. He lives in the Uaripi 
village. The population of Kerema may be about 1,000, of whom 
about a score attend church, but the chief is not amony the 
number. ‘They complained of acts of hostility by an inland tribe 
called Opao. Kerema is wealthy and_ independent, having 
permanent riches in sago and cecoanuts. The second large village 
of the community was also visited. They seemed to be a kindly, 
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Briss peacefully-disposed people; they closely resemble the Karama 
New GuINEAs em. ‘ 
1399-3, aud Toaripi tribes. 
Leoiit Several miles of unoccupied sea frontage, fit for growing 
cocoanut trees, were seen in the long bay that lies east: of the 
Bailala River. 


21. On the 22nd January the mouth of the Bailala was reached, 
There are two large villages there, the inhabitants of which are 
numerous and formerly were very wild, but they have been much 
influenced by the teaching af the London Missionary Society. 

This river is fresh at the mouth, and there was no current up 
its channel during flood-tide. None of the natives had been more 
than twenty miles up it. There are some cocoanut groves near 
the mouth of the river; then it presents a mixture of mangrove, 
pandanus, bread-fruit, and cocoanut trees. At ten or twelve miles 
from the sea the whole country near the river is rich, deep alluvial 
soil, and practically unoccupied. 

At a score of miles fine, low, heavily-wooded hills begin, 
apparently well suited for agricultural purposes. The first branch 
was a small navigable one coming in from the east, with low hills 
on its north, and fine alluvial land on its south, side. A tribe 
called Hakeko was found about fifty miles up the river. They 
said they counted about sixty men and four villages. They do 
not belong to any peculiar inland race, but are, judging from their 
language, houses, dress, customs, and personal appearance, a lost 
offshoot of the Bailala tribe. When the first surprise was over, 
they were peaceful, friendly, and hospitable. They said they are 
the only dwellers in that part of the country. They had no iron, 
but made some rude clay vessels. None of them were naked. 
They grow tobacco and smoke it. 

The third score of miles of the Bailala traverses some very fine 
alluvial agricultural country, generally too dry for sago. 

The fourth score of miles passes through low wooded hills 
separated by deep alluvial forest land. Hunting shelters were 
seen there, but no natives. At about eighty miles rapids begin in 
the river, and at places there is only from three to five feet of 
water. 

The mountains of the main central range were still a score of 
miles distant ina straight line from where the party turned back ; 
all country that lay between was either flat, or had at places low 
wooded hills. 

Clearly there is much unoccupied land fit for tropical agriculture 
on the Bailala River. The water carriage to and from it would 
be excellent. 


22. On the 31st January an overland journey was made from 
the Bailala to the coast village of Haru and thence to Orokolo. 
The country traversed was flat, cut up by salt water creeks, the 
soil sandy, growing cocoanut, sago, and fruit trees. 

There is no teacher at Haru. The people were quiet, kind, 
and hospitable. The tribe is not a large one. 
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At Orokolo there has been a station of the London Missionary 
_ Society for many years. In the group of villages, all on the beach, 
there may be 1,500 people. The land is flat and sandy, with 
groves of cocoanuts for about half-a-dozen miles along the sea-shore. 
The people seem to live at peace among themselves and with 
their neighbours. 


23. On the lst February an examination was begun of the 
great Purari River. The mouths of this river were first discovered 
by the Rev. James Chalmers, but they and part of the river itself 
above its delta were first systematically explored and mapped by 
Mr. Theodore Bevan. The two most easterly mouths are the 
Alele and Aivei, each nearly a mile wide at the mouth, but with 
many sand and mud banks. ‘The country near them is nearly all 
mangrove swamp. Apiope is a small village on the Aivei, the 
inhabitants of which are, to a very considerable extent, under the 
influence of the misson. They are a small swarm off the great 
Maipua tribe. They were found to be quiet and friendly. 


A short-call was made at Maipua. It is on an inlet, about 
half-a-mile f7om the sea, and must contain nearly 2,000 inhabitants. 
Nothing can be seen all round but mangrove swamp. There is no 
teacher there. Several groups were at first armed with bows and 
arrows, but these arms were soon laid aside. The probability is 
that there were among them some people that had left Apiope the 
night befure on account of a petty theft. The attitude of the 
people was friendly, but somewhat reserved. The appearance of 
the tribe was wonderfully healthy for such an environment. They 
professed to be a peaceful tribe, but of course no reliance could be 
given to their statements in that respect. 


The Aivei and Alele join about four miles from the sea and 
form the Purari. For the first half-dozen miles the banks are 
covered by mangrove only, and these at half-a-score of miles become 
mixed with pandanus and sago trees, but there is no real dry land 
for about a score of miles, At the inner end of the delta the 
Purari gives off the Kairu, fully thirty miles by water from the 
sea. There is no native occupation there. The land is all flat, 
and was one to two yards above the water in the river, covered by 
forest, with occasional sago swamps. The soil is sandy alluvial. 

Just above the bifurcation tne Purari is about half a-mile wide, 
and one fathom deep. THalf-a-score of miles beyond that again the 
banks rise, the soil is not sandy, and the trees are larger. Low 
hills begin about the same place, and the land is suitable for 
cultivation. 

At some two dozen miles above the bifurcation the river 
approaches the first mountain, and for a dozen miles passes along 
in a nearly straight north-west direction close to its base. 
Specimens of rock from this mountain, which is over 2,000 feet 
high, have been prenounced to be sandstone and calcareous 
sandstone. On the south side of the river are low, heavily-wooded 
hills, with low intervening valleys. 


Britis 


New Guinga 


1892-3. 


787 


788 


BRITISH 
New Guinea, 
1892-3, 


28 COLONIAL REPORTS.—ANNUAL. 


Some seventy-five miles from the sea there is the first 
considerable branch. The highest distance reached was, by the 
river course, about four score miles from the sea. The river there 
was about 300 to 400 yards broad, and at least three or four 
fathoms deep but it was much swollen from rain that had fallen 
the previous day. 

On the north side, at a distance of three or four miles, there was 
a rough mountain, probably 3,000 feet high, on the south side low 
wooded hills and rich alluvial valleys, but no native settlement. 

The Barori, Arai, and Wame were all successively traversed. 
It may be doubted if there is any land sufficiently high for 
permanent European cultivation below the bifurcation of the 
Purari. ‘The upper portion of the delta was probably one to two 
yards above the then level of the river, but it seems not improbable 
that it is occasionally flooded. ‘here is much sago on the delta, 
but not many cocoanut trees. The greater portion of the delta is 
mangrove swamp. . 

A call was made at the village of Koropenaira and also at the 
Arai villages. The inhabitants are numerous and very noisy. At 
first, when taken by surprise, they rushed to arms, but no collision 
took place, and they were quite friendly. ‘They were lively, healthy 
and very robust, though all round them for many miles was swamp 
and nearly all covered by mangroves. This part of the delta is 
greatly cut up by reticulating water channels, meeting and forking 
in all directions. A camp was formed on the sea-coast near 
Marikimiro Point, and communication opened with the natives of the 
vicinity. They said they knew Mr. Chalmers. Many of them 
brought food to camp for sale. They didnot comearmed. Their 
three villages on the Kaimare were visited and found to contain a 
very large population ; they were friendly but somewhat shy and 
reserved in the absence of their principal chiefs. The neighbour- 
hood of these villages is all mangrove swamp, which is cut up by a 
network of water channels. ‘Ihe people, of course, live chiefly on 
sago. 

“D4. After reaching the head of Port Romilly, the party examined 
the Pie Creek. Its banks at the lower end are covered by 
mangroves ; the banks soon become a little higher, and at four to 
five miles from its mouth they present alternate mangrove and 
forest. There are no inhabitants. 

The Wame was then traversed to the Baroi. The country 
between the Baroi and Port Romilly is all swampy, covered chiefly 
by nipa palms and mangroves. On the Wame there is, however, 
the small village of Evarra, with a population of 200 or 300. The 
land there is high enough to grow sago, bread-fruit, taro, and 
bananas. ‘This tribe resembles the Maipua people in all respects ; 
it is a weak tribe, and, therefore, peaceful. 

The Kapaina Horn of Port Romilly was next inspected. It is 
a salt water extension of the inlet. Sixteen or eighteen miles up 
it is » hundred yards wide, and is still salt water and full of jelly 
fish. At from ten to fifteen miles there is slightly higher land, and 
the mangrove is mixed with, or entirely displaced by, forest trees ; 
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but beyond that again it becomes lower and is all swampy. The yp 


water becomes fresh at about a score of miles, A tribe called 
Ipikoi was met with near its head; but there was no appearance 
of any permanent occupation. No passage from Kapaina into the 
Kra Inlet could be found. But a channel was met with leading 
from Port Romilly through the mangrove to the Aia, on which is 
the village of Baimuru. This tribe has all the peculiarities of 


those of the Purari delta, but it is not nearly so strong as some of | 


those tribes ; the people were very quiet, friendly, and hospitable, 
but were shy and timid at the same time. 


25. Era Inlet was next examined. It has no inhabitants. Its 
banks, and the country for many miles inland, consist of nipa and 
mangrove swamp. No passage could be found from it into the 
Kapaina or into Port Romilly. An inlet from the west side of Era 
Bay was followed up about half a score of miles in search of fresh 
water. There it was about a dozen yards wide and still brackish. 
It does not seem to even get beyond the mangrove and nipa swampy 
ground. There is no permanent occupation on it. 

A sandy beach, with a thin fringe of cocoanut trees in front of 
the great mangrove swamps, lies between Era Bay and Kaa, the 
inlet next west of Era, A number of men of the Miniao tribe 
were met with there. They were very shy, but quite friendly. 
They did not readily understand the language of Maipua, nor that 
of the Fly Estuary ; but still it was possible to converse a little 
with them. Their district is all mangrove swamp with spots dry 
enough to grow a few cocoanut trees. They doubtless have sago 
swamps somewhere. 

The Paia Inlet was next followed up. There is nothing save 
mangrove and nipa swamp on each side of it, and no visible 
occupation. ‘The channel, continued from its upper end, was 
followed north beyond the Aird Hills some half-dozen miles. The 
whole country was swampy as far as this furthest point, and there 
the tide rose and fell eight or nine feet. At about five-and-twenty 
miles the water was fresh, when it began to enter between some 
low wooded hills. A channel from the south-east connecting with 
this one, north of the Aird Hills, was followed in returning; but 
it contained salt water and traversed only uninhabited swampy 
country, in which there are a great many intersecting waterways. 

The country lying between Paia Inlet and Era Bay was traversed 
_ onthe 17th February. ‘That district is of the same swampy nature, 
there being very little land dry enough to grow even the wild 
bread-fruit tree. It is nearly all mangrove and nipa swamp. A 
large tribe was met with there. They did not understand either 
the Maipuan or Fly Estuary language, and even their name could 
not be ascertained, but they resembled the coast tribes east and 
west of them in other respects, They seemed very ready to use 
their weapons, but friendly intercourse was opened and maintained, 
and presents exchanged. 


26. The country lying west of the Bailala River does not seem 
to be suited for permanent European settlement anywhere near the 
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coast. No doubt there is fine land some two score of miles up the 
Purari, but, with that exception, there is nothing west of the 
Bailala River that seems very inviting, while the coast navigation 
is treacherous on account of dirty water and sandbanks. 

No high mountains were seen in the interior in this western 
country—probably nothing exceeding 8,000 or 9,000 feet. 

A very high estimate was formed of the labours of the Rev. 
James Chalmers among the Gulf tribes. 


27. On the 11th May a short visit of inspection was begun at 
Ravoa, (Yule Island). All was working quietly and satisfactorily 
there. The two native villages were inspected and found to be 
clean and comfortable. A Malay lay brother keeps school there, 
and had about 50 scholars. The natives had become afraid that 
they would be removed from the island, which did not originally 
belong to them, but they were reassured on that point. 

Nothing required any administrative action at the villages of 
Rapa or Yeku. 

An opportunity presented itself of seeing the demeanour of 
the Inawi people at church on the Sabbath. About 300 attended 
service. The Rev. Father Vitali has established an excellent 
system of order and discipline in the congregation, which is all 
but identical with that so successfully practised by the Rev. W. 
Bromilow at Dobu. 

'The Inawi mission has been, in the hands of Father Vitali, a 
very clear and decided success in every way. Unfortunately he 
and his fellow-workers do not enjoy good health there. 

On the 15th all the chiefs above Babiko, with the exception of 
Yeku, arrived at the Government station to officially report 
themselves. ‘There was nothing amiss to report except some 
village burials. 

The station was in a satisfactory condition, the imported plants 
generally looking well. 

A short halt was made at Oriropetana, where all seemed to be 
in good order. 

The resident lay brother was building a good substantial house 
at Yeku, but teaching had not yet commenced. 

Babiko was found to be progressing very satisfactorily under 
the lay brother stationed there. 

The Mohu community, though the longest under mission 
teaching, was still the most backward in the district; but the 
difficulty connected with village burials seemed to be at an end. 

The inhabitants of Delena, Nara, and Isiu, were too much 
occupied in procuring sandalwood. 

A chiefess and a policeman were appointed at Nara. 

The whole of the country visited seemed to he thoroughly 
pacified, 


28. A visit paid by Mr. Kowald to the villages situated on 
the upper reaches of the Angabunga River, in the Mekeo Range, 
was of considerable importance. It was found that from an 
agricultural point of view the district is not of much value, 
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Traces of gold have always been found in the lower stretches of 
the river, but Mr. Kowald’s party did not succeed in finding 
where it comes from. 


29. The visits made by Mr. Lawes to the new villages by which 
the sphere of his duties as magistrate was extended in his Division 
were of much interest.* As in the case of Mr. Kowald’s 
extension of his authority to new villages, no collision or trouble 
occurred with the natives. This was the more likely to arise in 
one of Mr. Lawes’ visits, as it was made to a district from which 
Dr, Loria was driven away by the natives in a hostile attack made 
by them on his party, after some quarrel about food. 


Reports By OFFICERS. 


Reports for the year from the four Resident Magistrates, the 
two Government Agents, and the Commandant were duly 
furnished. 


30. The Resident Magistrate for the Western Division points 
out that many of the coast natives of the west have been for years 
in contact with pearl-shellers, and have contracted a strong desire 
for clothes. The small traders on the coast are, with one 
exception, too poor to be fair employers of labour. The want of 
regular and congenial employment for the natives is much felt, 
and the Resident Magistrate ‘appear to think the young men 
should be allowed employment beyond the Possession. This is 
allowed now, if the boats they are employed on are located in this 
Colony. Employers can be found for them in other districts, 
The natural fishing grounds ot the Possession have been annexed 
to the Colony of Queensland, and hence boats are not frequently 
located on the British New Guinea side. The tribes of the 
interior appear pacific, although suspicious, from being long 
hunted by the coast men; but their mutual relations are fast 
becoming satisfactory now. The Tugeri, from Dutch New Guinea, 
did not visit the coast during the year, so far as the Magistrate 
can judge. 

The two native magistrates and the ten or twelve village 
policemen on the whole did their work well; the best service, 
however, being done by those of a village a few miles from the 
coast. The Fly River policemen are said to have behaved 
excellently and some of their chiefs also did good work. They, 
however, require much teaching and supervision, as their duties 
are entirely new to them. 


There was litile crime in the part of the Division that is under 
control; that area was extended to several new tribes during the 
year. 

Three cases of adultery came before the Court, and the 
magistrate says, that, as the operation of this law is extended, great 
good will ensue. 


* Not printed. 
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Gentes Some improvement was made in building houses in a few of the 
1892-3, Villages, in the direction of doing away with one house for a 
— whole tribe. . 


There is no house or village burial in the district. 

The health of the men on the station was good. 

The number of natives engaged before the magistrate for 
service was 84. 

Much extra work was caused by the transfer of the Government 
Station to the island of Daru,a much more suitable position, 
especially for shipping. 

31. The Resident Magistrate for the Central Division describes 
the year as having been one of “ plenty,” one effect of which has 
been a difficulty in obtaining native labourers. 

An inland tribe called Vea menaced some of the coast tribes in 
Cloudy Bay. 

Some eighteen new inland villages never touched at before by 
Europeans were visited, some of them at elevations of 2,000 to 
3,000 feet. They were suspicious but not unfriendly. Some of 
their country was considered to possess rich soil. It is noteworthy 
that cocoanut trees were seen doing well at an altitude of 3,000 
feet. Certain far inland districts were found to be thickly 
populated. 

The fact is noted that two canoes with thirty seven men came 
a distance along the coast of some 200 miles to seek for work at 
Port Moresby. They called fearlessly at the coast villages all 
the way. Some arrests were made in the Gulf part of the 
Division for the first time, some resistance being offered at one 

lace. . 
‘ Village constables and Government chiefs have been added 
to during the year, and the Magistrate thinks this will be a great 
deterrent to crime. Certain villages now pique themselves on 
their record for good behaviour, and boast that none of them 
have been in gaol. 

It is pointed out that only Kabadi, of all coast tribes in this 
Division, has made no progress. It will not be got under 
proper control until an officer can stay there for some time and 
appoint local policemen. 

The Magistrate visited during the year 120 different villages. 

The natives are often anxious to sell land they do not use, and 
to have settlers among them, but they sometimes refuse to sell. 

The Native Magistrates’ Courts he has found to work very 
satisfactorily. 

No less than seventy permits were issued to non-EKuropeans to 
possess and use firearms in this Division. 


32. The Resident Magistrate for the Eastern Division says in 
his report that the natives are settling down to a peaceable 
existence, and to recognise the power of the Government. 

In remote parts that cannot be visited, inter-tribal animosities 
are still carried on to some extent, while many tribes that were 
hereditary enemies have laid aside their fighting gear for ever. 
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He finds superstition and witchcraft the most difficult things to ., 


deal with. 

Certain chiefs come to Samarai to report regularly on their 
districts. 

A great many natives came to Samarai for work during the 
year, as many as one hundred and twenty being sometimes 
employed in swamp-filling, clearing land, &c. The women work 
best. 


A small amount of food was grown on the island, but most of 
what was required was purchased. 


It was found to be cheaper to buy sago from the natives than 
to employ them to make it on Samarai. 


The lugger for the Division has turned out well, but is found 
to be too small for the work. 


_ 83. The Resident Magistrate for the South-eastern Division 
(Louisiades) reports that the natives of Misima still remained 
distrustful and timid, requiring frequent visits. The health of the 
men on the station was sometimes good, at other times it was 
feverish. 

They cleared and planted several acres of land at Nivani, the 
new Government station for the Division, and put in some 250 
cocoa-nut plants. The Magistrate unfortunately could not obtain 
native labour. He complains that the natives neglect their own 
gardens. A number of people died of influenza during the year. 
He regrets the transfer of the Rev. S. B. Fellows from Pannieti 
to another station. 

Mining matters were quiet. No payable reef has been struck. 
The relations between the diggers and the natives have been good ; 
thieving by the latter has been less prevalent ; but much temptation 
is put in their way. The health of the diggers was fairly good. 


34. The Government Agent for Mekeo, states that the 
behaviour of the natives was satisfactory during the year, all 
living at peace. There were two murders in the district, both 
“ woman” cases. Most of the tribes have become reconciled to 
each other, and those that have not done so are afraid to break 
the peace. Many of them were at work procuring sandalwood. 
The relations between natives and traders have been uniformly 
amicable. Two tribes have purchased sailing boats. Inter-tribal 
communication has been greatly extended. Many of them are 
anxious to receive new plants and seeds. 


Some of them begin to build better houses on the half European 
model they have seen at the Government station. 
Certain of the inland chiefs that had never seen the ses, before 
paid a visit to Port Moresby. 
One homicide escaped to the mountains and was not captured 
I 85240. 
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ere The Burial Regulation is now generally complied with, and 


‘1892-8, cases of village burial are now not common; but in the early part 
se of the year they gave much trouble. 


The health of those employed at the station was satisfactory. 


35. The Government Agent for Rigo notes the greatly 
improved moral condition of the natives of his district during the 
year. 


The sphere of influence was extended, and the Government 
work is becoming better understood. 


Natives begin to look to the Government for advice on all 
matters, 

The influence of the chief recognised by Government is 
growing. 

There was only one case of murder in the district during the 
year; adultery and infanticide are becoming rare. 


There is difficulty in enforcing the Burial Regulation in some 
of the inland villages, but still great progress has been made in 
that direction. 

The year was remarkable for visits between tribes formerly 
enemies or strangers and unknown to each other. 

Food was plentiful. A number of people died of epidemic 
pleurisy —probably influenza. 

A great many cases not included in the Court returns were 
settled out of Court. . : 

The health of the people at the station was good. 


36. The Commandant, in his Report, only refers to the last five 
months of the year. He enumerates the villages he visited—56. 
in all ; the force in that period arrested 30 persons. 


Most of the old men left the force towards the end of the year, 
and their place was taken by recruits. 


The health of the men was good. 


Native Hasits anp CusToms. 


37. Ever since the declaration of Sovereignty, as much attention as 
possible has been given to the peculiar usages, customs, and habits 
of the natives. 

It has been felt that no man, or body of men, can rule justly 
and wisely a people with whose customs, usages, and inner life 
they are unacquainted. 


In legislation and in executive administration it is imperative 
that, ina country such as this is, with a mere handful of Europeans 
and-a numerous savage and semi-savage population, the officers of 
the Government should not only become acquainted with the 
hereditary and traditional customs of the natives, but that they 
should also know their superstitions, their aims, their inter-tribal 
family and domestic polity, and even their prejudices, 
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These subjects have been pressed upon the attention of officers, 
not in the interests of scientific anthropology, but to secure the 
broad basis on which a just and suitable executive government 
can be established and carried on. | 

The difficulties in the way are great, and such as could hardly 
be appreciated by one not tried by them. . 

A certain number of men regayd such work as mere dilettanteism, 
and, not seeing its importance, do not lend it enthusiasm, and 
therefore do not succeed. ¥ 

One requires considerable knowledge of natives to be able to 
make a commencement even; and in this country there are, of 
necessity, comparatively many changes in the personnel of 
officers. 

It is felt by each officer that his contribution to this subject for 
the present Report is merely fragmentary. Much of what is now 
stated is advanced with reserve, and may be subject to correction 
as knowledge becomes extended. | ) 

_It is the more necessary that this should be pointed out, because, 
although there is a general line of custom running through the 
actions of natives here, still they are such great opportunists, that 
there are few natives that would not for some tempting gain to 
themselves, act contrary to custom and according to the demands 
of their own personal advantage. 


38. Mr, Hely, Resident Magistrate for the Western Division, says 
that in all marriages the woman takes the initiative. She sends 
for the man to visit her. These are love marriages and do not 
cause trouble to the authorities; but very frequently such a 
marriage leads to another in which the sister-in-law of the bride 
is given in marriage in exchange, whatever may be her inclination ; 
this is a form of oppression that will cause some strife in future. 

Polygamy is common. It is based seldom on sensuality, but 
generally on the theory that the more wives a man has the more 
comfortable he will be. The custom is universal in the Possession. 
There is so far no legal bar to it, and the usage seems inclined to 
disappear before missionary influence, but it may before long he 
prudent to deal with it by a Native Regulation to prevent future 
polygamous unions, while recognizing accomplished facts. 

In that district the widow enjoys a much better position than 
is generally the case. In too many districts they are the chattels 
of the brother-in-law, or even of a step-child, and they have but 
too much cause to lament the death of their husbands. But they 
begin, like other women, to find out that if oppressed they can 
appeal to a Government ofticer. 

Infidelity on the part of the wife was punished by the murder 
of the adulterer. That may perhaps be considered a general 
natural usage. Here it is being combated by a Native Regulation, 
under which both parties may be punished for adultery by 
imprisonment. ; 

There has been no cannibalism to contend with in the west, 
nor, it may be said, elsewhere. No distriet is known to the 
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Government in which it was. customary to eat human flesh. .. The 
skeletons of dead relatives are at times kept in the villages ; the 
skulls of enemies are preserved as trophies of valour ; occasionally, 
very rarely, the body of an enemy is cooked and partially eaten in. 
bravado, and now and then a depraved or mad woman digs into a 
grave and eats a morsel of decomposing human flesh; but cannibal 
feasts, or people that always, or frequently, eat human flesh—like 
the historical cannibals of the Pacific—have not been met with 
here, 


No special law has been passed dealing with skull trophies. 
Sometimes they are burned by the natives voluntarily, and others 
are broken up by officers. They are fast disappearing, but it is 
very surprising how many are kept in reserve to replace those 
destroyed. 

Witchcraft causes as great trouble in the west as elsewhere. 
All over it has the same general features ; a man prepares a small 
parcel of rubbish, which contains, if it is got ready for some 
specific case, a hair or something belonging to the individual that 
is to suffer, This little collection of garbage then has diabolical 
powers, and alarms people, sometimes sickening, and even killing 
them, by fear. A Native Regulation has been passed, under 
which the performer can be imprisoned. The fetish has been 
brought and delivered up voluntarily at several places. 


39. The Resident Magistrate for the Eastern Division reports* 
that children are sometimes betrothed, and that these in most 
cases marry ; but generally they make love matches, the husband 
giving some payment to the girl’s father. Cases of oppression or 
compulsion in marriage are rare in the district. At Banarua, a 
dowry is given by the wife’s father, but it is probably only a 
return present. 

At Saraba the widow is the slave of the brother-in-law. At 
Naria the widow is not allowed to marry ; but widows may do so 
at Banarua. 

Polygamy is allowed, subject to the sanction of existing previous 
wives; this consent is seldom refused,as wives understand that 
their labour is lightened by dividing it. 


40. The Resident Magistrate for the South-eastern Division 
(Louisiades) describes the burial of the dead, which seems to not 
be made in the district near the station in or near the house of the 
deceased. Insome parts of the Division, however, itis very different ; 
the dead body, or, in some tribes, only the head, is kept in the house 
in a decomposing condition, and the skull is sometimes preserved and 
kept in the house after it is cleaned. There will be some trouble 
over house burials on Yela (Rossel Island). There seems to be 
nothing to render marriage oppressive to the woman, as all appear 
io be matches of inclination; but the husband has to render too 


* Not printed. 
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many services to the father-in-law, who never ceases to receive 
payment for his daughter. 

From end to end of the Possession it is the general rule that the 
father receives payment for his daughter from her husband. 

It has been said that infanticide was very common in this 
Country; children born out of wedlock were undoubtedly often 
killed; but a legitimate daughter wag, and is, a source of wealth— 
a valuable possession—which an avaricious Papuan would not 
readily destroy. 


41. The Government Agent for Mekeo says that children are 
occasionally betrothed before birth, but betrothal usually takes place 
at puberty. The betrothed young man is a loafer until married. 
Obtaining a woman in marriage is usually synonymous with the 
ability to pay the father for the girl. A ronaway marriage was not 
uncommon there, and used to be a frequent cause of war; it still 
creates much trouble ifthe woman is not well paid for afterwards. 
It has not been thought desirable to interfere with this custom of 
payment. Some tribes are indignant when the word “ payment” 
is used in this connection, declaring vehemently that it is a present 
—a free gift and not a price. 

Polygamy is practised as far as the man may be able to pay for 
additional wives. 

Widows may marry again. Sorcerers cause trouble, and not 
infrequently oppress and torment their victims. The people 
generally would gladly see them put down, but fear keeps them 
from reporting their threats and swindles. 

In that district the dead were buried in or near the house of 
the deceased ; this practice probably came of affection. In dealing 
with this matter, effort has been made to respect the same sentiment 
by encouraging and directing the tribes to fence and ornament the 
cemeteries selected for them; some have done so, others will follow 
their example. 

In and near to this district the period of probation for admission 
to manhood has one vexatious peculiarity ; the probationer lives by 
the chase, or by his wits; by the former he would have but scanty 
fare, but he supplements it by stealing This requires no special 
legislation, but it is difficult to put an end -to, because all men 
remember that they went through the same trial, and they, therefore, 
sympathise with the thief, and do not report his misappropriations. 
But this reverence for the past is doomed to disappear before the 
avariciousness of the Papuan. 

The giving of feasts has been found to greatly interfere with 
work of all kinds in the Central Division. If food is abundant, 
that fact alone suggestsa feast. Feasts are also made in connection 
with all the notable occurrences in the routine of ordinary life. 
It is extremely difficult to see how this evil, for it is becoming one, 
can be remedied. 


42. Prohibition by the Taboo appears to be known in some form 
or other all over the Possession, In the Pacific it could be used, 
and has indeed in actual practice become of the very utmost 
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importance, for political purposes. Unfortunately it is not a power- 
ful instrument anywhere in this country. Here it has never been, 
grounded on any deep religious sentiment, and could not be 
enforced by any absolute, powerful chief; consequently it has 
never taken deep root. So far as is known at present it is used 
and respected only in order to store up food for a coming feast. 
It is most frequently applied to cocoanut and betelnut trees, but 
not exclusively so. 

Men masked and disguised in fantastic dresses perambulate the 
village and the trees to be prohibited. In some places the 
prohibition is announced by a syren of wood on a string wielded 
by a fishing rod. It probably never applies to more than the 
products of one family or group of connected families. From the 
Fly River to the far east, branches, usually of sago, are tied on 
flat on the prohibited trees. Sometimes strings are put round 
gardens ; branches are tied into the door of a house that is not to 
he entered, or are laid across a road that is not to be traversed. 
To lend some restraining influence to it, the mystery of, disguise 
is given to those imposing it. . 

If natives are required to pay taxes in kind here, it will be 
very useful to possess a full knowledge of the working of the 
Tabeo ; at present very little is known about it. | 

43. The Government Agent for the Rigo District shows that 
young people are sometimes made to marry there contrary to their 
inclination. The wife is paid for. 

In all districts it seems to be the rule that a couple cohabit 
before marriage. 

The stage has hardly been reached yet when it will have to be 
considered whether a law should be passed to make such intercourse 
penal, as has been done with several places in the Pacific, in 
America, and elsewhere. It is a questiun on which all the mission 
bodies should be heard. 

A study of the customs connected with burial in the Rigo 
district will show very clearly the double grounds on which a Native 
Regulation was passed to compel cemetery interment. It was 
needed for simple sanitary reasons; and it was required to stop the 
superstitious and malicious murder of perfectly innocent people. 
The dead bodies in that district were exposed on platforms in the 
village till so far decomposed that the epidermis peeled offreadily, 
and indicated by the form and manner of exfoliation the person that 
had procuredor caused the death of the deceased. 


Native Lanp TENURE. 


44, This subject was felt to be so important that a special study 
has been made of it, and reports* have been prepared on a fixed 
plan. These cover fourteen tribes, but there are reports™ from 
both Mr. Cameron and Mr. Hely on the Turi Turi and Mawatta 
septs. The various tenures, so far as they have been ascertained, 
have been duly studied. 


* Not printed. 
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The period for which the communities have been in occupation 
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of their present tribal lands varies greatly. Cases are known to N®w Gutnza. 


the Government where tribal occupation dates back only from 
six to fifteen years. Some can count a certain number of 
generations—for example, four at Aroma and at Kemaria, ten at 
Kamale, and from time immemorial at Port Moresby, Pannieti, 
and Sariba. 

It will be seen thatindividual ownership is everywhere recognised, 
and that lands are not allotted either annually or otherwise. In 


fact, there does not exist machinery or authority that could. 


periodically apportion land, or that could enforce adhesion to any 
distribution, Speaking generally, a ¢ertain area of country, as 
a rule tolerably well defined, but as to its boundaries frequently 
disputed, is regarded as being the lands of a tribe; a member of 
the tribe does not trespass on the land that has been brought into 
use by another member of the same tribe; but any person of the 
tribe may take up and use unoccupied land. It is regarded as 
his land, at least for the time being, in virtue of occupation. 
Possession is usually held by the Papuan to be very nearly ten- 
tenths of the law. 

It would appear that the land cannot pass out of the tribe by 
sale, gift, or inheritance. 

The different adult members of one family often hold their lands 
in immediate proximity, and thus sometimes plant and fence in 
common ; but the regular practice is, that absolute personal freedom 
is retained by the individual, and he clears, fences, and plants 
by himself. Even when they do fence in common, they generally 
cultivate individually. 

It will be noticed that certain tribes ‘have no common lands. 
These are surrounded by other tribes, so that the tribal area has a 
rigid boundary, while all land inside it has already been taken up 
by individuals. 


45. There is great diversity as to the way land descends, thus :— 
At Port Moresby all the land ofthe father and mother descends 
to the eldest child, whether male or female. 


In the Rigo district it passes to the eldest son, if not arranged 
otherwise by. the father, who may, however, divide it as he 
chooses. 

At Sariba and Banarua it goes to brothers first. 

At Nada the father’s property goes back to his family ; that of 
the mother goes to the children of the marriage, and they belon 
to the mother and to her tribe. Thus the father raises up children 
for the woman and her tribe, and not for his own tribe. 

At Kabadi and other places the land seems to pass to the nephew, 
the son getting no share of it unless the nephew gives him some, 
Generally the heir does provide for the other members of the 
family. 

About Dobu the husband’s land becomes the property of his sister's 
children, while the wife’s falls to her maternal uncles. 
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In some tribes women cannot hold land; in others they hold it 
evenly with men. 


46. It is quite clear that they occasionally buy and sell land. 
The alienation of land is, therefore, not quite a new idea to them. . 
They frequently lend land to be used for garden purposes, or 
even for crops like those of cocoanuts, which may endure for 
generations. They lease land in some tribes, generally for the 
payment of a royalty on the crop. 

Very frequently the land belongs to one man and the trees on it 
to another, a matter that has carefully to be kept in sight in buying 
land from natives. 

The subdivision of land is carried to an extent almost unknown 
elsewhere ; thirty or forty people may appear as owners of a patch 
of two or three acres near a large village. 

As a rule, game may be hunted by a member of the tribe any- 
where on the tribal land, but others do not hunt there without the 
permission of the tribe to which the land belongs. 

A person marrying out of one tribe into another does not 
transfer land from the one community to the other. 

There is common tribal property in wild, but not in any domestic, 
animals. 

There is-considerable variation as to house sites. 

In the west, where several hundred people may live in one house, 
the site usually belongs to one man, but the house, built by the 
community, belongs to them. In the Central District there isa 
tendency to grouping into “ quarters,” one for each set of related 
families, and each family head and householder has his own house 
site in the proper quarter. 

It sometimes is found that all the land on whicha village is 
built belongs to one man. In those cases the village is generally 
a comparatively young one; by right of occupation, and by the 
extinction of the original owner or owners, the different sites 
gradually become individual or family property. 


NATIVE DIALECTS. 


47. Four different vocabularies* of native dialects have been 
compiled during the year and one printed. 

The Rev. S. B. Fellows has prepared an extremely interesting 
and instructive grammar and vocabulary of the Pannieti language. 
The grammar is so complete as to be almost exhaustive. It will 
be found well worthy of careful study as a point of departure for 
further work of the same kind in the east end of the Possession. 

The Rey. Voplaad King supplies a wealthy vocabulary, with 
interesting grammatical notes, of the language spoken at Wedau, 
Wamira and Jiwari, on the north-east coast of the Colony. 
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Mr. Lawes, Secretary for Native Affairs, has compiled a voca-: 


bulary of the language spoken on the coast in the east end of the 
Gulf of Papua, from Kerema to Orokolo. 


The same officer has also drawn up a small but practically 
sufficient vocabulary of the language of the Aroma—in their own 
language, Galoma—tribes, spoken from Vererupu to Paramana 
Point. 


48. The great difficulty of language is gradually becoming less. 
In the east end of the Possession, the digger and the trader are 
propagating “pigeon” English. The vocabulary is not always 
eclectic, but it is very useful, It is not yet clear what may become 
the eastern native literary language. Probably the missions have 
not yet decided how far they will use or teach English there. The 
Sacred Heart mission propose to take a few young natives from 
the Mekeo district to Thursday Island, that they may learn English 
there. The London Missionary Society have successfully taught 
English to some of their pupils. One of them has been appointed 
a cadet in the office of the Treasurer. The constabulary do more 
than any other body to enable strange natives to understand each 
other. The men are from widely different districts. Thirty or 
forty men leave'the force each year for their own villages, of which, 
if necessary, they become the mouthpiece in communicating with 
Europeans. The ordinary language of the constabulary is English 
or Motuan, the most widely known of all native dialects. So far 
no trace has been discovered of any language in the interior that 
is not connected with those on the coast, but this remark has 
reference only to the interior to the east of Kovio (Mount Yule). 
The language of the tribes met with by the Government Agent 
on the Mekeo Range is closely connected with the Mekeo dialect, 
which shows very plainly many Polynesian root words. Some of 
these are recognisable even at first hand in the dialect of the tribes 
visited by Mr. Kowald. The language of the inhabitants of Mount 
Musgrave and of Mount Knutsford is also nearly related to the 
voast dialects, and through them to the Polynesian family. 


Polynesian root names certainly are met with as far west as the 
Aird River, but they are strangely few in some dialects compared 
with others, a difference not accounted for by proximity to the 
Pacific. It is not safe to speak at present of any Polynesian con- 
nection west of the Fly River. The most westerly dialect 
available for comparison is a vocabulary of over 500 words of the 
Saliraka dialect, the language of the scattered Tugeri people who, 
living between the 140th and 141st degree of east longitude, have 
been in the habit of invading the Possession. ‘his vocabulary, 
prepared by Mr. Montague, and kindly supplied to this Govern- 
ment by the courtesy of Resident BKensbach, of Ternate, shows 
no connection with any known dialect of British New Guinea, nor 
consequently with the Polynesian languages, unless it perchance be 
in one or two words, which may or may uot be pure coincidences. 
These certainly are by no means uncommon; at least one or two 
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striking examples could be produced of words having similar sounds 
and similar significance in Greece and in New Guinea. 

It seems to be well established that in the Central and Western 
Districts the dialects are more permanent in character than they 
are in many of the eastern communities. The special want of fixity 
in the latter is largely or specially owing to the fact that the name 
of a deceased persun is not used by the circle of his acquaintances. 
Names of persons are very frequently names of things, and the. 
thing, on the decease of a person bearing its name, has to receive 
a new appellation ; hence it will have one name in one village, and 
a totally different name in the next. This double or treble 
nomenclature was a great trouble in the Island of Murua (Wood- 
lark), so much so that it was doubted at first whether there were 
not two languages blended together. It is more likely that the 
duplication is owing to the working of this taboo on the name of 
the deceased. It will probably die out, as the natives readily use 
the name of a deceased person when speaking to a European. 


EsTABLISHMENTS. 


49. The changes that took place in the establishments during 
the year were :— 

Mr. Hatton Richards, Treasurer and Collector of Customs, was 
promoted to an office in the Gold Coast Colony. His place here 
was filled by the promotion of Mr. D. Ballantine. The latter 
was succeeded as sub-collector at Samarai by Mr. R. J. Kennedy. 

Mr. Wriford retired from his post as Commandant of the 
Constabulary, and was succeeded by Mr. W, Palmer, 

The appointments of Government Surveyor and Assistant 
Surveyor were abolished. Arrangements have been made by 
which surveys can be performed by employing a duly qualified 
unofficial surveyor, 

Captain Jones succeeded Captain Young in command of ,the ss. 
‘¢ Merrie Engiand,” 


50. No case of fatal illness occurred among the officers, but 
there were instances of rather serious sickness, and they had many 
slight attacks of fever. 

There were no deaths in the constabulary except that of 
Constable Umi, who was murdered by a Pannieti native, a prisoner 
at the time, 


Pustic Property AND Pusiic Works. 


51. No change was made during the year in the vessels 
belonging to the Government. 

The Western Division was still without any better means of 
locomotion than a whaleboat. The other three Divisions had 
suitable vessels. 
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52. A few hundred acres of land were purchased by the 
Government from native owners for intending settlers, but land 
was bought only as required. 

The principal work undertaken in the Western Division was a 
beginning to remove the station from Mabudauan to Daru Island. 

In the Mekeo district, cultivation was extended and ‘new 
buildings erected. 

In the Central Division the prisoners weeded the cocoanut 
plantations, made roads, and levelled building sites. Some progress 
was made in building a stone wharf at Port Moresby. 

The prisoners were also employed several months in the Eastern 
Division. . 

A large building, sixty feet by thirty, suitable as a Government 
store and bonded warehouse, was built at Ela, Port Moresby, of 
galvanised iron. It is in a suitable position, and should be 
sufficient for many years. 

In the Rigo district the work of clearing land and planting it 
in cocoanuts was continued. The top of the hill on which the 
buildings are situated was partly levelled. Some new out-houses 
were also built. 

At Samarai the principal work was the filling up of the swamp. 
Probably about two-fifths of it was completed during the year. 
It was found that this work told very severely on the prisoners. 
It was considered necessary to remove them back to Port 
Moresby, on grounds of health, when they had been at Samarai 
nearly six months. Their hands gave way, they suffered from fever, 
they lost condition, and were covered by boils and small sores. 

A small stone jetty was built at Samarai, At considerable 
expense, a building was put up to serve as a bonded warehouse 
and Customs office. There was also some extension of planting. 

At Nivani new buildings were erected, and planting begun. 


TRADE. 


Detailed tables of imports and exports, navigation, and postal 
matters, were duly furnished. 


Imports. 


53. The total of imports entered at Port Moresby and Samarai, 
respectively, has been :— 


Year. Samarai. Port Moresby. | Total. 
& 8. d, £ d. f. 2. a, 
1888-89 - - 6,016 0 0 5,019 0 O 11,108 0 0 
1889-90 - - 6,798 0 .0 9,305 0 0 16,104 0 0 
1890-91 - - 7,455 0 0 8,075 0 0 15,530 0 0 
1891-92 - - 10,379 0 0 | 13,377 0 0 23,755 O 0 
1892-93 - - 13,173 0 O 12,088 0 0 25,261. 0 0 
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The principal items were :— 


oe 1888-89. | 1889-90, 1890-91. 1891-92. | 1892-93. 
£ £ £ £ z 

Food stuffg - - | 5,400 7,124 4,463 6,037 6,252 
Drapery - - 1,185 1,392 1,457 2,133 2,918 
Tobacco and cigars - 996 1,290 2,354 3,257 2,407 
Hardware - ~~ - 927 1,123 1,535 2,677 2,828 
Beverages - : 805 1,143 688 890 1,625 
Clothes - - 550 190 255 705 496 
Building materials - 246 1,086 1,224 1,965 1,474 
Other articles - 999 2,756 3,554 6,091 7,261 

Total - 11,108 16,104 "15,530 23,755 95,261 


It will be noticed that there has been a continuously increasing 
demand for drapery. Under “ Beverages” are included articles 
like tea and coffee, which are used solely for making beverages. 
Of tea more than a ton and a half was imported. 

As compared with the previous year, there is a distinct falling 
off in tobacco. Many natives have begun to demand to be paid 
in money and refuse payment in tobacco. Much of what used 
to be expended on tobacco on their account is now laid out by 
them on tinned meat and other articles. 


Exports. 


The total value of exports, as entered in the Custom House, 
has been :-— 


Year. Samarai. Port Moresby. Total. 

& £ £ 

1888-89 - - 5,071 871 5,943 
1889-90 |- 5 5,458 997 6,455 
1890-91 - 7,678 755 8,184 
1891-92 - - 8,099 3,190 11,289 
1892-93 - - 6,290 8,675 14,966 


The marked increase in the exports from Port Moresby is to be 
attributed to sandalwood, of which about 900 tons, valued at 
7,1831., was exported. Had the price of this wood not fallen 
considerably shortly after the beginning of the year, the value of 
this export would have been much greater than it is. 
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In the above figures for 1892-93 there is included an export of 
650 ounces of gold, valued at 2,050. Mr. Burkitt, Sub-Collector 
of Customs at Cooktown, kindly furnishes particulars of the gold 
imported into Cooktown from British New Guinea during the 
year—viz., 582 ounces, valued at 2,236 


That the production of gold is steadily falling off appears from 
the following comparison :— 


Gold entered at the Custom House, Cooktown, from the 
Possessicn, has been— 


a car ca yee eee a ee 


a 1888-89, 1889-90. 1890-91. 1891-92. 1892-93. 
\ 
Ounces - 3,850 3,470 2,426 1,235 582 
Value - £14,387 £12,440 £8,371 £4,323 £2,236 


aaa "ra ne er Te eee 


The Béche-de-mer fishery shows a marked decrease, but this is 
partly owing to the fact that certain of the small traders, who in 
previous years had followed the fishery as an industry, during the 
last year devoted their energies almost entirely to getting 
sandalwood. The produce of the fishery for the last five years 
has been :— 


Export of Béche-de-Mer. 
eee 


arcuate 1888-89. 1889-90, 1890-91. 1891-92. | 1892-93, 
Ht 
Tons- - 38} 703 643 49 213 


Value -| £2,178 £4,682 £5,080 £3,401 £1,578 

The pearl-shell industry for the year shows a decided 
improvement. For 1890-91 the exports for this article were 
valued at 85/.; for 1891-92, at 5421.; and for 1892-93, at 1,623. 
Nearly all the pearl-shell exported during the past year came 
from the south-eastern waters of the Possession. 

An article included in last year’s exports, and which did not 
figure as an export in former years, is pearls, These, to the 
value of 450/, were exported last year. Fair quantities of pearls 
have lately been got from the Kiriwina Group, but as a rule these 
are not very valuable pearls. 

Copra shows a falling off as compared with the two previous 
years, Some of the copra districts, however, were also sandal- 
wood districts, and the natives of these districts probably found it 
more profitable to get this wood than to make copra. Several 
settlers have during the year planted cocoanuts extensively, and 
otheis purpose doing so. The natives also are extendizg their 
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Nets. groves of this palm, and in the future are likely to continue 


1392-3. doing so. 


The copra exported for the last five years has been— 


1888-89 - - 76 tons, valued at 5501. 
1889-90 = z 43, = 2501. 
1890-91 i = 198 ,, ers” 4a32 
1891-92 “ - 340 —,, Pr 2,084. 
1892-93 P : 194 ,, go: SBOE 


A small quantity of india-rubber figures in the list of exports 
for last year. It is, however, too soon to be able to judge 
whether this article will in the future become a substantial export 
or not. 


Shipping. 

54. No foreign merchant shipping visited the Possession during 
the year. The total number of foreign-going merchant vessels 
that entered during the twelve months was forty-two, of 3,351 
tons ; clearances were thirty-four, of 3,300 tons. 

Since the latter part of 1892, the mail sailing ship has made 
regular bimensal trips from a northern port of Queensland along 
the southern coast of the Possession and bavk to a Queensland 
northern port. In addition to this vessel, a ship has plied between 
Thursday Island and Port Moresby, and another has made 
periodical quarterly trips from Cooktown to Samarai, and from 
thence among the islands of the Louisiade Archipelago and other 
neighbouring groups. 


Postal, 
55. Postal business up to the end of June, 1893, has been as 
follows :-— 
Article. 1808-89 | 1889-90. | 1890-91. | 1891-92. | 1892-93. 


ee ATT EERIE RR EE a, aa 


Letters received - 2,366 3,166 2,664 4,393 4,679 
Letters despatched - 2,087 2,586 2,191 8,917 4,011 
Packets received . 93 111 142 43 230 
Packets despatched - 98 84 88 78 427 
Newspapers received - 4,071 6,844 6,042 8,505 6,749 
Newspapers despatched 574 590 468 756 276 
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FINANCE. 


The statement of revenue and expenditure for the financial 
year ended 30th June 1893, together with certificate of audit by 
Mr. Deshon, have been submitted in the usual way. 


Revenue. 


56, The amount of revenue paid into the Queensland Treasury 
by the Possession during the year was 4,604/. 16s. 6d. It is 
compared below with that of the four preceding years :— 


Items. | 1888-89, | 1889-90. | 1890-91. | 1891-92, | 1892-93. 
Customs Dues - -| 941030 9| 999040 4 atu 18 2 4408 14 11" 757 16 
Gold Field Receipts - 187 17 0 2015 0 23 0 0 24 0 0 23.17 0 
Fees—Shipping, Court 118 0 410 0 43 0 1014 0 157 8 5 

Survey, &c. 
Fines = os : 2518 6 4110 0 46 5 0 34 0 0 2410 0 
Licenses - - - 20 0 ll 0 0 21 0 0 18615 0 106 0 0 
Miscellaneous - : 42138 2 44 8 0 53 18 2 14912 6 535 4 9 
Total - £| 2,679 ni0| 301513 4 2,678 19 * 4,783 16 5 4,604 16 6 


The increase under “ Fees ” is principally due to survey fees, 


Expenditure. 


57. The full sum of 15,0002. available for the current 
Administrative Services for the year was expended. The actual 
expenditure is classified below and compared with that of previous 
years :— 


Head of Expenditure. 1888-89. | 1889-90. | 1890-91. | 1891-92. | 1892-93, 
£ ¢. d, £ s. d, £4; -d 2 s.d £ 8s. d. 

Civil List Salaries -{ 263319 7] 3,306 0 0] 829012 8] 3,300 0 0] 3300 0 0 
Other Salaries -| 1,796 0 6; 2,88118 6] 3847610 5] 3,559 2 0| 8,707 310 
Vessels and Boats -{| 2,747 11 4| 2,564 3 0} 2938816 3] 2,998 6 5] 1,600 8 3 
Allowances—houseand] 1,29613 11] 2,548 3 2; 1,500 0 0| 1,356 0 5 1,748 15 4 
travelling—for all 

officers. 
Buildings and Public 185 110] 1,14419 3 979 0 8 78010 1 872 4 6 
Works. 

Agriculture - : 210 0 137 11 9 355 9 2 885 12 3 14619 6 
Mail Service - . 445 0 0 _ - _ 450 0 0 
Miscellaneous - -} 1,66214 1; 2,898 9 8|] 2,4591010] 2675 810] 3174 8 7 


Total - £| 10,769 11 3 | 14,975 5 4] 15,000 0 0]! 15,000 0 0] 15,000 0 0 


The full amount voted was expended on Civil List Salaries. 
On other salaries there was an excess in expenditure over the 
amount appropriated of 57/. 3s. 10d. 
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Exploration Fund. 


58. The sum to the credit of this account at the beginning of 
the financial year was 509/. 5s. Of this sum, 275/. 19s. 4d. was 
expended, leaving a balance of 2331. 5s. 8d. The expenditure 
charged to this account was mainly in connection with the further 
examination of the shores of the Gulf of Papua, and of the 
numerous rivers that empty themselves into the Gulf. 


S.S. Merrie England.” 


59. The financial year in connection with the “ Merrie 
England” accounts terminates on the 31st March in each year ; 
the gross total expenditure on this service for the financial year 
ended 31st March, 1893, was 7,662/. 18s. 10d.; but 4132. 9s. 8d. 
was covered by refunds and earnings, leaving a net expenditure 
of 7,2491. 9s. 2d. The Imperial Government gave 5,0001, and 
the contributing colonies’ 2,0002 for the maintenance of the 
steamer.* Of the 249/. 9s. 2d. not covered by the contribution 
of 7,0002, the sum of 1242 8s. 8d. was met by an unexpended 
balance of that amount brought over from the previous year, 
leaving a deficit of 125 Os. 6d, The increase in expenditure was 
mainly due to the cost of repairs and other expenses, arising from 
the grounding of the steamer on a coral reef in the discoloured 
water of the western coast. 

During the year the “ Merrie England” used 671 tons of coal, 
and ran 14,840 miles. 


PRISONS. 


GO. There were prisons in the Western Division, in Mekeo, at 
Port Moresby, in Rigo, and at Samarai. None wasbuilt at Nivani, 
but the Resident Magistrate for that Division had it in 
contemplation to commence to erect one. 

Twenty-nine prisoners were received into the gaol at Port 
Moresby during the year, and ten were discharged on the 
expiration of their sentences. There were four long-sentenced 
prisoners at the Western station, six at Mekeo, and four at the 
Rigo station. The number of prisoners in Port Moresby gaol 
varied from 38 to 20. 

No deaths occurred, but there were many cases of minor 
illnesses. 

The large amount of work they performed was very satisfactory + 
There was no escape from the Port Moresby gaol, and no attempted 
escape. 


* The Imperial contribution has been reduced to 4,000/. a year from Ist April, 
1893, and that of the contributing colonies increased to 3,000/, a year from 
same aate. 

t Not printed. 
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Mr. Gleeson, as usual, maintained excellent discipline, based 
on kind but firm treatment. 


Misston Work. 


61. With the exception of only a few fast-diminishing gaps, 
the whole of the coast from the Wasikussa to Kappi Kappi (Cape 
Vogel) is more or less under missionary influence. About half of 
the D’Entrecasteaux Group, half the Louisiades, and practically 
all the intervening islands were brought under the influence of 
the Wesleyan Church. 

The last-named mission has three thoroughly substantial 
establishments, at Dobu, Tubetube, and at Pannieti. Their 
teaching, stamped with the energy and earnestness of the Rev. W. 
Bromilow, the senior minister, has had very remarkable success. 
The Anglican mission has languished for want of men and teachers. 
An excellent head-quarter station has been prepared, but Mr. 
King has not been able to extend teaching far beyond his own 
reach. 

A model native-built station has been completed at the Londou 
Missionary Society station at Kwato, and their settlements in 
connection with that station have been further extended along 
the coast. 

The influence of the London Missionary Society's station at 
Kerepunu has been quietly and unostentatiously growing in depth 
aud circumference. 

Clearly a great change for the better is observable in the Port 


Moresby natives lately. This is to some extent due to the, 


excellent village policeman, but it certainly also arises in some 
measure from the fact that they begin to have their views 
widened by the teaching of the mission, and to understand better 
their duties and position. 

By the death of Bishop Verjus the Sacred Heart mission and 
the country sustained a lamentable loss. He was young, 
courageous, loyal, and enthusiastic. With rare liberality and 
breadth of mind, he fostered friendly relations with the missionaries 
of other denominations settled here. He worked hand in hand 
with the officers of the Government with whom he came into contact. 
Endowed with great energy, he was able to become personally 
acquainted with the different tribes in his district, to know their 
ways and to understand their wants. His plans for their good 
cannot but meet with some delay. It is much to be desired that 
his views and methods should be adhered to. 

The labours of the London Missionary Society in the Gulf of 
Papua, and in the Fly River, were continued by the Rev. 
J. Chalmers, who has fixed on the Island of Dauan as the 
principal station in the west. 

There is probably not a coast village between the Mai Kussa 
and Port Moresby at which this missionary is not known. The 
personal danger connected with opening missions on that coast he 
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RE act oe has practically exhausted, and the ground is gradually becoming 


1892-3. filled up by native teachers. 


a 


METEOROLOGY. 


62. A Report on meteorology* was prepared by Mr. Musgrave, 
Government Secretary. 

For the outlying stations the returns supplied were only 
fragmentary. 

According to these tables, the rainfall at Port Moresby during 
the year was a fraction under thirty inches, while the incomplete 
and interrupted returns from the Western Division record about 
seventy-three inches. 

The greatest temperature noted was 98° on 11th June, 1892, 
at Port Moresby. At the same station the lowest reading of the 
thermometer was 72°. At Mabudauan a minimum reading of 69° 
seems.common, while 61° or 62° appears to not be rare in the 
Mekeo district. 


GENERAL. 


63. The Government of Queensland continued to the Possession 
the same valuable assistance as heretofore. The Surveyor-General, 
Mr. A. McDowall, by the efficient and practical aid given by 
himself personally, and through his department, rendered it 
possible to prepare sketch maps which otherwise would have 
remained undone. 

Captain Almond, Portmaster, and Mr. Stuart, supervised the 
re-fitting of the steamer ; and the former performed many other 
skilled services for the Possession. 

The usual annual visit was made by me to Brisbane for the 
despatch of business there. Mr. Winter, with care and efficiency, 
acted during that interval as Deputy Administrator. 

The health of officers during the year was fairly satisfactory. 
The remarks that precede will show that they performed not a 
little meritorious service during the period under review. 

I have, &c. 
Wm. MAcGREGOR, 

His Excellency Administrator, 
Sir Henry Wylie Norman, G.C.B., G.C.M.G., O.LE., &., 


Governor of Queensland, 


a La no ltteer 
* Not printed. 
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No. 2. Britisi 
Sir [1. W. Norman to the Marqurss or Rieon. igh A elas 
Government House, Brisbane, me 
My Lorp Marqurss, July 31, 1894. 


In continuation of my Despatch, dated 18th instant,* in 
which [ forwarded the Annual Report of the British New Guinea 
Administration for the year ending 30th June 1893, I have now 
the honour to report, that the Chief Secretary of Queensland 
informs me that he has no observations to make on the Report, 
but that he has read it with great interest. 

2. The Report itself contains much information that will be 
of interest to your Lordship and shows that much valuable and 
arduous work has been carried on to the benefit of the people of 
the Possession. 

3. The Revenue, it will be seen, amounted to 4,604t., whici 
is rather less than the revenue of the preceding year. ‘he 
15,0002. contributed by the Colonies of New South Wales, Victoria, 
and Queensland, was fully expended, as well as the 7,000/. given by 
the Imperial Treasury, and the three Colonies for the maintenance 
of the steamer “ Merrie Mngland.” 

4. The [mports were of the value of 25,2612, being an increase 
of 1.5061. over those of the previous year, and the value of the 
Exports was 14,9661, being an increase of 3,6771. over the value 
of the exports of the preceding year. These increases show 
progress in the trade of the Possession, but the exports include 
650 ounces of gold valued at 2,050/. The gold export is, as 
stated by Sir William MacGregor, steadily decreasing, there 
having been a falling off in each year, from 1888-89, when 
14,3872. worth of gold was exported, until the present. year, when 
it was less than one-sixth of the value exported five years ago. 
Considerable improvement is apparent in the pearl-shelling industry, 
and there is a marked increase in the export of sandal wood, the 
value of which during the year was nearly equal to the value of all 
other exports. 

5. There can be no doubt that the condition of the people of 
British New Guinea, so far as our influence extends, is improving 
in all respects, while the efforts of the four Missionary bodies who 
labour in the Possession are bearing good fruit. 

I have, &c. 
H. W. Norman. 


No. 3. Brivisn 
Sir H. W. Norman to the Marqurss or Riron. ‘ bi Peis 
Government House, Brisbane, 
My Lorp Marquess, November 7, 1894. 


I po myself the honour to enclose in separate cover six 
printed copies of the Annual Report ot the British New Guinea 
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Administration for the year ended on the 30th June, 1894. [ 
also enclose, for the information of your Lordship, copy of a letter 
from the Chief Secretary of Queensland, dated the 1st instant, in 
reply to the memorandum in which I forwarded Sir William 
MacGregor’s report for his information and remarks. 

2. The Report is full of interest, and I am sure will be read 
by your Lordship with satisfaction. 

3. The various reports of visits of inspection by the Administrator 
which are attached as appendices to the Report, have been already 
separately sent to your Lordship and all reports or references 
on which action has been required have been dealt with here 
when they were received. ‘The appendices contain a large amount 
of valuable information on many subjects connected with the 
Possession. 

4. In my despatch of yesterday’s date*, I have enclosed 
particulars of the revenue and expenditure of British New Guinea 
for last year and from Appendix LL.* of the Report now 
sent it will be seen that the Imports of the year are valued at 
26,5007. and the Exports at 14,9510, as compared with 25,2611, 
and 14,966/. for Imports and Exports last year. The exports of 
most importance are Béche-de-mer, copra, gold, pearl, shell and 
sandal-wood, and there has been some increase in the export of all 
these articles except sandal wood, in which the quantity exported 
has fallen from 899 tons, of the value of 7,183/., to 321 tons, of the 
value of 1,8961. 

5. Civilisation and Christianity seem to be making fair progress 
in the Possession by means of the various agencies at work,. but 
no doubt there is much tu be done in portions of the Territory 
which as yet have not come thoroughly under the influence of 
the Government Officers or the Missionary bodies. 

I have, &c. 
H. W. Norman. 


Chief Secretary’s Office, Brisbane, 
SIR, November 1, 1894. 

I wave the honour to return herewith Sir William Mac- 
Gregor’s Annual Report for the year from the lst July 1893 to 
the 30th June 1894, which your Excellency was good enough to 
send me on the 26th ultimo, for my perusal. 

The Report, which is very full and complete, and of great 
interest, gives evidence that the work done by the Administrator 
during the year of which it treats is likely to have effects of 
lasting value. 


Thave, &c. 
His Excellency Hue M. NEtrson. 
Sir Henry W. Norman, G.C.B., G.C.M.G., C.LE., 


Governor. 


* Not printed, 
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Sir, Wm. MacGrecor to Sir H. W. Norman. 


SIR, Brisbane, August 23, 1894. 

I HAVE the honour to present a Report of my proceedings in 
the government of British New Guinea for the year ending with 
June 1894, as directed by Section XXXVI. of the Royal 
Instructions. 


LEGISLATION. 
Ordinances. 


1. Ordinance No. I. of 1893.—This measure was passed to 
appropriate for the services of the year the following sume :— For 
ordinary administrative purposes, £15,000; to defray the expense 
of maintenance of thes.s. “ Merrie England,” £7,000. 


2. Ordinance No. II. of 1893.—The object of this law is to 
facilitate and encourage job contracts and similar dealings between 
Europeans and natives. It does not affect engagements entered 
into under “ The Native Labour Ordinance of 1892,” or under 
“ The Pearlshell and Béche-de-mer Fishery Ordinance of 1891.” 

Any contract that would necessarily involve a breach of any 
native regulation is declared to be unlawful. 

Any contract for the sale or purchase of a boat must, to be valid, 
be put in writing, and be approved by an inspector appointed by 
the Administrator under this Ordinance. 

The same arrangement applies to job contracts by natives for 
the performance of a piece of work ata distance of more than 
twenty-five miles from the home of the native ; or when the work 
would extend over a period of twelve months or when the remuner- 
ation to be paid for it exceeds five pounds. 

An inspector may use his own discretion as to approving a 
contract or otherwise. It had already been found that in several 
instances old and unseaworthy boats had been sold to natives for 
indigenous products. It appeared to be very desirable to not cause 
payments in boats to be discontinued, but rather to encourage 
such transactions by regulating them, and explaining fully to 
natives their nature and terms, and by securing for them fair 
dealing. 

It is also hoped that the provisions of this Ordinance may. en- 
courage such contract work by natives as the clearing of land, the 
making of roads, weeding and pianting cocoanuts, &c. But it is 
not meant to include such transactions as an engagement by a 
native to supply a stated amount of native products at a fixed 
price within a given time, which would interfere with ordinary 
trading. 


3. Ordinance No. III. of 1893.—It was found by experience 
that some modification and extension of the provisions of “ The 
Native Labour Ordinance of 1892” had become necessary. That 
law conferred on the proper officer the discretionary power of 
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allowing a native to be taken by any Chnstian Mission established 
in the Possession to any Queensland island north of the tenth 
degree of south latitude. The Sacred Heart Mission wished to 
take a few boys from the Mekeo district to Thursday Island (which 
is south of the tenth degree) to learn English in their school there. 
It was quite clear that this would be a great gain to the natives, 
and advantageous to the district, while also calculated to further 
the work of the Mission. This Ordinance accordingly enables 
permits to be issued for removing natives to Thursday Island for 
this purpose. 

A few natives had found out that there was no enactment for 
punishing them should they fail to take up service after they had 
entered into a written agreement under the Native Labour Ordin- 
ance, or if they deserted from such service. Provision was 
accordingly made for inflicting a penalty of imprisonment in such 
cases, 


4. Ordinance No, I. of 1894 was passed to amend “ The 
intestacy Act of 1877” (Queensland adopted). Owing to the 
large extent of the Possession and the infrequency of communication 
between the Central Court and Resident Magistrates and Govern- 
ment Agents, it was found that much loss often occurred in estates 
left vacant or intestate before an order could be obtained from the 
Central Court. In addition to the actual loss and deterioration 
to an estate left without proper supervision, there had also to be 
considered the great temptation presented in such cases to natives 
for pilfering and misappropriation. This law was accordingly 
prepared to enable the Curator to act at once in cases in which a 
person dies leaving goods or land in the Possession without 
having an executor that can or will act on his behalf, 

The Curator may, under this Ordinance, eithe himself or by an 
agent, take any steps necessary to preserve the property or to 
utilise it for the benefit of the estate. He may sell goods or 
produce, and pay funeral and other necessary expenses; 

The Curator must, however, as soon as possible, apply to the 
Central Court in each case for an order enabling him to deal with 


land or goods under the Intestacy Act; after which the ordinary 
course is pursued, 


5. Ordinance No. IT. of 1894 was passed to provide for the 
protection of wild birds. Our knowledge of the birds of the 
Possession is as yet very far from being complete, but it is suffi- 
ciently great to make it manifest that restrictive measures are 
necessary in order to preserve certain kinds from speedy 
extinction. 

It would not be possible to prepare an inclusive law that could 
at once embrace all the different species that may require now or 
hereafter to be put under protection. The Ordinance therefore 
provides that protection may be extended from time to time, as 
may be found necessary, to any species that extended knowledge 
and greater experience show to be in need of it, 
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Bririsn : ° ° : ° : 
New Guinea, DY & Proclamation issued under this Ordinance the destruction 


1393-4. | or capture of all wild birds except birds of prey is prohibited on 

— the watershed of the harbour of Port Moresby, and on the islands of 
Samariand Daru, This was shown to be very necessary by the fact 
that the feathered fauna in the neighbourhood of Port Moresby has 
twice within the last six years been ruthlessly and inconsiderately 
slaughtered, so that for months hardly a singing bird was heard in 
the neighbourhood. 

By asimilar Proclamation, the peculiar bird of paradise of the 
Raggiana class, found on the island of Fergusson, in the D’Entre- 
casteaux group, can no longer be shot or captured. So far as is 
at present known, this variety oceurs only on that island, and is 
by no means common even there. 

The large and beautiful bird belonging to the division of the 
birds of paradise, and ealled by the native name of “ Bulibuli,” 
has also been put under protection. This bird is not known to 
exist outside of the D’Entrecasteaux and Kiriwina groups of 
islands. Inthese it is met with at present in considerable numbers. 
Its habits render it an easy prey to the hunter. Asa morning 
songster it is unique, and there are but few more handsome birds 
in any country, 


Native Regulations, 


Four Regulations were passed by the Native Regulation Board 
during the year. 


6. Regulation No, I. of 1893 was passed to enable the estates 
of deceased natives to be dealt with in a simpler and more suitable 
manner than was possible under the general laws applicable to the 
estates of Europeans under similar circumstances. The regulation 
was passed to meet a want that was found to exist in actual practice. 
‘This regulation provides that a native cannot dispose by will of 
any interest possessed by him in any land he holds simply because 
he is a native; it also exempts the intestate estates of natives from 
the operation of the ordinary law. It directs that in the absence 
of a will, the property of a deceased native shall descend according 
to native custom. 

Distributors are appointed under the Regulation by the 
Administrator, with power to deal with effects in such estates, but 
the distributors have no power to deal with real estate; they can 
however sell or divide effects and pay debts. Conflicting claims 
in reicrence to effects are to be treated as civil claims under 
Regulation IX. of 1890. Distributors report half-yearly to the 
Government secretary. 


7. Regulation No. II. of 1893 forbids the practice of sorcery. 
The sorcerer is a weed of universal distribution in the Possession. 
Sorcery is used as a means of extorting blackmail or for obtaining 
revenge. ‘The extent to which it is believed in is proved by the 
fact that it often frightens people into serious sickness, and is even 
said to occasionally cause death by terror. Several tribes have 
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denounced the practice, and have delivered the “ puripuri” (the 
garbage which constitutes the material agent in producing super- 
natural effects at the will of the sorcerer) to officers of the 
Government. The witch and sorcerer have in some districts 
caused much mischief, and have at times greatly disturbed and 
retarded the work of teachers. The majority of the natives approve 
warmly of the suppression of sorcery, and it is already manifest 
that this Regulation will be productive of considerable good. 


8. Regulation No. I. of 1894 is an effort cowards the making 
and clearing of roads by natives. Owing to the fertility of much 
of the soil, and the moisture and heat of the climate, the growth of 
the different kinds of grass and shrubs is very luxuriant, and the 
natives make no attempt to clear the paths except by burning the 
grass when it is ripe and dry, Under the Regulation, a magistrate 
for native matters can direct a village as to what roads it shall 
make or clear on its own lands. Any native that refuses or fails 
to perform his fair share of this work may be imprisoned for any 
period not exceeding seven days. It was brought into force with 
good results in the Rigo and Mekeo districts, 


9. Regulation No. II. of 1894 was passed in the hope that it 
might assist. in extending the planting of cocoanuts by natives. 
This cultivation is simple and already well-known to them. The 
coaconut is indigenous, and thrives remarkably well. Several 
tribes have been mduced to plant many nuts, but the Magistrates 
tor Native Matters unanimously desired a law that would enable 
heavy pressure to be brought to bear on individuals that would 
not otherwise move in this direction. 

The Magistrate for Native Matters fixes the minimum number 
of cocoanuts that are to be planted each year by the occupants of 
each village, taking into account all their particular circumstances. 
This Regulation, like all others, can only be applied in certain 
places; but it has already been of considerable use, and will 
doubtless, if judiciously worked, greatly extend the copra 
industry. 


10. Regulations having the force of law were passed under the 
provisions of “ The Gold Fields Act, 1874” (Queensland adopted). 
They apply only to the island of Tagula (Sudest). Most of the 
creeks on thatisland have already been worked and the surface 
washed for gold. At many spots, however, there are large pools, 
formed by bars of slate crossing the course of the creek and 
damming back the water. To get to the bed of the creek in such 
places it is necessary to cut through these schist dykes, often a 
work of considerable labour and expense, so that it could not be 
undertaken for the privilege of working the ordinary mining claim. 
The diggers of the island askec that, under such circumstances, 
the claim should be extended by the warden to the total extent ot 
800 feet. This Regulation is not applicable to Misima, owing 
to the different kind of sluicing required there. 
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BRITISH ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE. 
NEW GUINEA. 
1893-4, 11. The establishment for the administration of Justice remains 
unchanged. 


I am indebted to His Honour F.P. Winter, C.M.G., Chief 
Judicial Officer, for the following tabulated list of cases dealt with 
by the Courts during the year — 


Matters DEALT WITH JUDICIALLY FOR THE YEAR ENDING 
30th JUNE, 1894. 
CENTRAL CouRTs. 
Criminal Jurisdiction—Appeals. 


Conviction appealed 


Court appealed from. Result of Appeal. 


against. 
Court of Petty Sessions, Eastern District | Defamation - [Conviction quashed. 
i +: u | Sedition - “ Ke %s 


' 
i 
| 
»” ” ” | 09 ” » 


Criminal Business (Ordinary). 


Number of persons District from which Persons committed —how 
committed for Trial. committed, disposed of. 
35 Central District - - | 25 tried 


1 committal quashed 
1 discharged 
8 awaiting trial 


23 Eastern District - 18 tried 
2 committal quashed 
2 discharged 
1 awaiting trial 


19 Western District - - | 7 tried 
== 1 committal quashed 
Total - - 77 11 awaiting trial 


The Court held twenty-six Criminal Sessions at the places and 
Times, and with the Results, under mentioned :— 
reenter ste err 2 a oe a a 


. of 
os Offence charged. Result of Trial. Sentence. 


tried. 


Aroma—15th July 1893. 


tl (1) murder; (2) wounds | 4 guilty, 7 not guilty - | 2 six months’, 2 four 
months’ imprisonment 
with hard labour, 


ing, (8) assault. 
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No. of New GuIiInEs 
eornrs Offence Charged. Result of Trial. Sentence. 1893-4. 
. tried, : 


ne 


aaa ge re ne Ae eee ee Oe eee 


SaMARAI—18th July 1893. 


2 | 1 murder, 1 breaking out | 1 guilty manslaughter, 1| 1 three months’, 1 two 
of gaol. guilty breaking out of weeks’, imprisonment 
gaol. with hard labour. 


PAaNAIETTI—20th July 1893. 
1 | 1murder - . - | 1 guilty - - - | 1 death. 


SupEsT IsLtanpD—22nd July 1893. 
1 | 1 shooting with intent to | 1 not guilty. | 
murder, * 
SAMARAI—9th Auguat 1893. 


5 | 8 murder, 2 receiving | 1 guilty of murder, 2 not | 1 death. 
stolen goods. guilty, 2 discharged. 


KIRIWINA—1st November 1893, 
lassault,1 wounding - | 2’not guilty. l 


SaAMARAI—4th November 1893. 


6 | 4murder,2 wounding -| 4 guilty murder, 2 guilty 


> 4 death; 1 six months 
wounding. 


1 three months’ im- 
prisonment with hard 
labour. 


Port Mor:usBy—8th November 1893. 


2 | 2 (1) murder, (2) assault | 1 guilty of manslaughter, 1 | 2 four months’ imprison- 
guilty of assault. ment with hard 
labour. 
Port MorEsBy—29th November 1893. 
1 | lmurder - - -|1guilty murder - - | 1 death. 


Port MorrsBy—lst December 1893. 
2 |2murder - - -|2guilty murder” - - | 2 death. 


DaRvu—list and 2nd January 1894, 


2 | 1 wounding,1 murder -| 1 guilty murder, 1 guilty 1 death, 1 one years’ im- 
wounding, camant with hard 
abour. 
SaGuana (FLy RivER)—8th January 1894. 


5 | 1 murder, 1 abusing girl | 1 guilty of manslaughter, | 1 twelve months’, 2 six 
between ages ten and 1 guilty indecent assault, months’ imprisonment 
twelve, 2 abusing girl 2 guilty of abusing girl with hard labour, 1 


under ten, 1 wounding. under ten, 1 not guilty. a years’ penal servi- 
ude. 
KaRAMA (GULF)—10th January 1894. 
1 (1) murder, (7) wound- | 1 guilty of wounding - | 1 six months’ imprison- 
ing. ment with hard 
labour. 
TOARIPI—11th January 1894. 
9 | 2murder - - -|2gulty murder - - | 2 death. 
MEKEO—15th January 1894. 
1 |1murder - - -| 1 guilty, manslaughter -|1 imprisonment untii 
rising of the Court. 
MEKEO-—22nd January 1894. 
1 |1lmurder - - -|1 guilty murder - - | 1 death. 
Port MorEsspy—5dth February 1894. 
5 |5murder - - - | 5 not guilty - - -| 
Bragassr (FERGUsson IsLAND)—9th March 1894.. 
3 ;1lmurder - - - | 1 not guilty. | 
| Dosu—10th March 1894, 


- 


1 murder, 2 sedition, 1 3 not guilty, 3 discharged. | 
assault. 
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ried. 


SAMARAI—12th March 1894. 


1 1 murder - - - | 1 guilty manslaughter -|1 twelve months’ im- 
meena with hard 
abour. 


SAMARAI— 18th April 1894. 


1 1 (1) murder, (7) assault | 1 guilty of assault - -|1 twelve months’ im- 
Ese epagd with hard 
abour. 


SAMARAI—16th May 1894. 


i 1 (1) murder, (7) assault | 1 guilty of assault - - | 1 six months’ imprison- 
| ment with hard 


labour. 


Henrea (East Capz)—17th May 1894. 
, 1 (1) murder, (7) assault | 1 not guilty. | 


Rosset Istanp—6th June 1894. 


2 | 2murder - - - | 2 not guilty. | 
DoBu—14th June 1894. 
1 | 1 desecration. of sepulture | 1 guilty - - - | 1 six months’ imprison- 
ment with hard 
labour. 


Port Morespy—27th June 1894. 


1.| 1 wounding - - | 1 guilty wounding - - | 1 six months’ imprison- 
= ment with hard 
Total - 63 labour. 


Civil Business. 


Number of . 
Proceedings. Nature of Proceedings, &c. 


Applications for order to administer by Curator of Intestate Kstates. 


3 
1 | Application for directions by Curator of Intestate Estates. 
4 


Courts oF Petty SESSIONS. 
Indictable Offences Jurisdiction. 


Number of 
District of Court. ersons Nature of Charge. Result of Inquiry. 
harged. 
Central District - 58 50murder- oh 
1 soliciting to commit | 
murder. $5 committed. 
4 wounding - =|} 4discharged. 
larson - - - | 19 on remand, 
1 infanticide - = 
1 breaking prison -V) 
Rastern District + 24 15 murder - - 
2 assault : -  -||14committed. 
1 wounding - - 4 discharged. 
2 larceny iene - 6 on remand. 
4 sedition - - 
Western District - 20 12 murder - - 
Srape - = - || 19 committed. 
38 wounding - - - 1 discharged. 
— 1 attempt to rape - 
|Total 102 1 abusing child - - 


ee 
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Summary Offences Jurisdiction. Raw Given, 
sient 1893-.4. 
uniber M er 
District of Court. of Persons Nature of Charge. Result of Trial. cant 
Charged, 
Central District * 41 6assault - - - | $8 convicted, $ dismissed; 
4 desertion as a constable| 4 convicted, 
1 breach of Constabulary | 1 convicted. 
Ordinance, 
9 larceny + - - | 9 convicted, 
3 harbouring escaped | 3 dismissed. 
prisoner. 
lescaping from gaol -| 1 convicted. 
injuries to property -]| 8 convicted; 
18 desertion from service - | 18 convicted, 
lbreach of Liquor] 1 convicted. 
Ordinance, 
Eastern District - 61 17 larceny - - - | 16 convicted, 1 dismissed: 
18 assault + ‘ + | 10 convieted, 8 dismissed. 
6 injuries to property -| 1 convicted, 5 dismissed: 
2 aiding prisoner toescape| 2 convicted. 
1 abusive language =| 1 dismissed. 
1 breach of Pearl Shel 1 convicted. 
Ordinance, 
2 defamation : - | 1 convicted, 1 dismissed: 
2 resisting police - - | 2 convicted. 
6 sedition - - -| 6 convicted. 
1 obscene language - | 1 convicted. 
3 breach of the peace -| 8 convicted. 
1 extortion - - | 1 eonvicted. 
lbreach of Liquor | 1 dismissed, 
Ordinance, 
Western District : 38 Sassault - ‘ «| 8 convicted. 
Total 105 
Civil Jurisdiction. 
Number 
District of Court. of Actions Nature of Action. Result of Action, 
Tried. 
Central District - - | ~~ Nil - - * < 
Eastern District - - 2 Breach of contract - | Verdict for defendant. 
Debt - - < - | Verdict for defendant, 
‘Western District- ~~ 1 Debt« - . «| Verdict for plaintiff. 
—_————— —_—_ 
3 


Native Maaistrates’ Courts, 


Criminal Jurisdiction—(Forbidden Acts.) 


a RT Rm a a et a 
| 
{ 


Number of 
District of Court. Persons Nature of Charge, Result of Trial. 
Charged. 
No. 2 (Central) - 49 26 larceny - : - | 19 convicted, 7 dismissed. 
lbassault ss 14 convicted, 1 dismissed... 
4 burying in village “ 8 convicted, 1 dismissed, 
1 obstructing constables- | 1 convicted. 
destroying cocoanut trees} 1 convicted. 
1 sure ing lying reports- | 1 convicted 
1 threatening language « 1 dismissed. 
No.3 (Eastern) <i 86 7 adultery - 7 convicted. 


18 larceny . 
labduction - .- 
4sorcery  « ‘ 

2 escaping from custody 
cy 


- | 18 convicted. 
- 1 dismissed, 
- 2 convicted, 2 dismissed. 
- 2 convicted. 


4 assault - 4 convicted, 

No, 1 (Western - 9 lassault <- + «+ -| 1 convicted. 
0,1 ( ) ——| 5 adultery - 1 convicted, 4 dismissed, 
94 8theft - - °1| lconvicted, 2 dismissed, 
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Civil Jurisdiction (Civil Claims). 


ee 
Number of 
District of Court. tp Nature of Claim. Result of Trial. 
ried. 

No. 2 (Central) = — Injuring sago trees - | Verdict for plaintiff. 
Damages assessed in 
native ornaments. 

No. 83 (Eastern) : — Nil. 

No. 1 (Western) - =_ Ownership of dugong spear | Verdict for plaintiff. 

ToraL NUMBER OF CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS. 
In Central Court (including 7 appesi) - - - - 84 
In Courts of Petty Sessions (exclusive of the 84 cases that 
went up to Central Court) - - - - - 130 
Tn Native Magistrates’ Courts - - : - - 94 
In all Courts - * ° . ° - 808 
eee 


ToraL NUMBER OF CivIL PROCEEDINGS. 


In Central Court - | - & = . . < 
Tn Courts of Petty Sessions- - - - . 
In Native Magistrates’ Courts - - r . 


Tn all Courts + - . ; Fe 


OF the total 308 cases that came before the courts in their 
criminal jurisdiction, thirteen resulted in a sentence of capital 
punishment. The sentence was commuted to long terms of penal 
servitude in all cases save one—the first one that presented itself 
during the year. : 

A native of the Island of Panaietti was undergoing a short term 
of imprisonment for theft, He got hold of a tomahawk that had 
been left within his reach, and with it wounded the coxswain of 
the cutter “ Maino,” and by a blow on the head killed on the spot 
one of the constabulary as he lay asleep. ‘The accused was tried 
at his own island in the presence of a considerable number of his 
countrymen. They all with one accord approved of the sentence 
of capital punishment. In this case it was not possible to find 
any extenuating circumstance that could justify commutation of 
the sentence. ‘The convict had no personal grudge against his 
victim; the latter belonged to a Gulf tribe, and it was therefore 
impossible that there ever could have been any intertribal quarrels 
:n which these two men were both interested. The crime could 
only be imputed to the murderous propensity of the convict. 
The fact that the murdered man was a member of the constabulary 
gave a peculiar prominence to the case, as did also the notoriously 
bad character of the convict. He was accordingly executed at his 
island on the 2nd August, 1893. This was the first time in which 
the extreme penalty of the law was carried out on a native for the 
murder of one of his own countrymen. In all previous cases there had 
been mitigating circumstances that could be considered in favour 
of the convict, but these were totally wanting in this instance. 
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A native of Bakera, on Duau Island, was sentenced to death at 
a sitting of the court at Samarai. Some three or four years ago 
a Greek trader had taken some men from Bakera to fish for him. 
They were all drowned, and the tribe killed a white trader as 
*‘ payment.” This convict was one of the assailants. In view of 
the length of time that had already elapsed since the murder, and 
in consideration of the circumstances involving by tribal custom 
the taking of life in compensation, the sentence was commuted to 
penal servitude. 

A third conviction was a second man that had also some share 
in the murder of the trader. His case was dealt with in the same 
way as the last preceding one. 

A native of Meoki, on Duau Island, was sentenced to capital 
punishment at Samaria for the murder of another native that 
some years previously had killed his mother. This murder took 
place in a remote and unfrequented part of the island, and was 
the closing item in a long account of murder and revenge between 
two families, These circumstances were allowed to weigh in 
favour of the convict’s life. 

A case almost exactly similar to the last was dealt with at the 
same time. A native of Kwanau one day met on the path a 
mountaineer of Duau that had in bygone times killed his mother. 
He at once cleft the skull of the mountaineer with a large bush 
knife he happened to carry. The accused admitted the crime, 
but considered he had only done his duty. In this position it was 
possible to tind grounds for commutation. 

A tribe at Baiio, on Fugusson, believed themselves to be afflicted 
by the machinations of a witch, and the community rose against 
her. She said to the chief, “ You take and drown me and all the 
people will be satisfied.” He took the old woman by the hand 
and led her to the beach, put her in a canoe, tied a stone to her 
feet and another to her neck, pushed out to deep water, and threw 
her overboard. ‘The accused defended himself by saying he 
drowned her because she was killing people by witchcraft. The 
peculiar circumstances of the case were considered to justify 
clemency. 

A native of Koiari, village of Giniori, was convicted of the 
murder of his wife under brutal circumstances. They had been 
in the garden at work, and she refused to carry home a bunch of 
bananas. He had a tomahawk in his hand, with which he at once 
cleft her skull. ‘The fact that the murder was quite unpremeditated, 
and that the weapon happened to be in his hand at the critical 
moment, was taken into consideration, and the sentence was 
commuted to an unusually long term of penal servitude. 

T'wo men of the hill tribe of Ebei, in the Central District, were 
sentenced to capital punishment under peculiar circumstances. 
It appeared that a member of the Ebei tribe died, and that someone 
had suggested that the natives of Gehudu had killed him by sorcery. 
Ebei consequently attacked Gehudu and killed several people. 
Only two of the assailants were brought to trial. These tribes 
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had been but little in contact with any others under Government 
influence, and the two convicts were only ordinary participants in 
a general onset. It would have been harsh to order the sentences 
to be carried out. 

A native of the village of Sui, on the Fly Estuary, was sentenced 
to capital punishment for killing another man by an arrow. 

Therz had been a quarrel in the village in connection with a 
girl that had eloped. When the constabulary went to make an 
arrest, a woman that was frightened dropped her child and the fall 
killed it, The accused, the father of the child, discharged an arrow 
some time later at the girl’s father, but, missing him, struck another 
man in the breast so that he died of the wound. 

Two men of Toaripi in the east end of the Gulf, were convicted 
of the murder of a small boy and were sentenced to capital 
punishment. The boy had stolen some tobacco belonging to them. 
They knew that the Government punished murderers; but they 
did not think the Government would interfere on account of a 
small orphan boy. They said they killed him “because he was. 
no good.” The crime was really imputable to the want of 
appreciation of the value of human life. But they were the first 
cases of the kind from the district. 

A native of the village of Taina, at the foot of the Mekeo range 
of mountains, was convicted of the murder of a child. A 
woman had eloped and fled to another tribe, taking with her a 
young child by a former husband. He went witha friend to bring 
back the child. On the return journey, the friend suggested that 
they should kill the child because its mother had run away. The 
father at first objected, but his scruples were overcome by his 
companion, who killed the child accordingly. It was stated in 
evidence that it was not customary to destroy a child under such 
circumstances ; but there is some reason to doubt this. It seemed 
tolerably ciear that the convict honestly believed that it was the 
right thing todo. It did not appear that law or justice could 
gain anything by the execution of this young man. His capture 
was effected at great trouble in the mountains, and the term of 
penal servitude will be sufficient warning to the district. 

The 26 sittings of the Central Court in its criminal jurisdiction 
were held as below:— 


In the Western Division - - - ae 
In the Central Division - - - - 10 
In the Eastern Division - - - - 8 
In the South-eastern Division - - ots 


Seven cases—one for defamation and six for sedition—were 
brought before the Central Court on appeal, with the result that 
the convictions were quashed. 

There were 20 cases awaiting trial by the Central Court at 
the end of the year. 

Of the 102 cases charged before the Courts of Petty Sessions 
with indictable offences, 77 were for murder, one soliciting to 
commit murder, one for infanticide, eight for wounding, and two for 
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assault, making 88 cases for actual violence. Some five may be 
classed as sexual crimes; of these three were convicted, one of 
indecent assault, and two of abusing a girl under 10 years of age. 

No case occurred of supplying arms or ammunition to a native. 
There were two charges involving breaches of the Liquor 
Ordinance, in one of which a conviction was recorded, while the 
other case was dismissed. 

Of the 94 cases tried in the Courts of the Magistrates for Native 
Matters, 47 were for larceny, of which 38 were convicted. The 
next most common offence was assault, presenting 20 cases, of which 
only one was dismissed. Adultery comes next with 12 cases and 
eight convictions. Four cases of sorcery were heard ; of these two 
were dismissed. : 
rf The total number of cases brought before the Courts has 

een :— 


1893-94. | 1892-93. | 1891-92. | 1890-91. | 1889-90. 


317 | 138 | 142 | 81 | 71 


There are doubtless hundreds of crimes each year that are not 
brought before the magistrates, but the number of serious crimes 
committed is undoubtedly greatly diminished. But although 
this is unquestionably true, it also a fact that the crimes now made 
known to the Government become steadily, greatly more numerous. 
In many districts a crime cannot now be committed without 
punishment following, where three or four years ago scores of 
grave crimes could be, and actually were, perpetrated without. 
the cognisance of the Government. If the spread of authority 
continues uninterruptedly, there will, for the above reason, be a 
great apparent increase of crime, while its actual amount will be 
in the inverse ratio, That is to say, that fewer crimes will be 
committed, but a constantly increasing proportion of them, larger 
both absoiutely and relatively, will be dealt with by the Courts. 
The Papuan has undoubtedly a keen, though a perverted, sense 
of justice. His whole system of ethics has for foundation the 
principle of compensation. Compensation for a crime may be given 
in blood or property. Only time and experience can convince 
him that it is safer for himself to leave the State to extort the 
“‘ payment” for a crime. He is quite clear that “ payment” must 
be had in some form or other. 


ADMINISTRATIVE VISITS OF INSPECTION. 


12. Towards the end of June a visit was begun from Port Moresby 
eastward. It was found that the sea-pile dwellings of Kaile were, 
now that safety on land is assured, being abandoned for buildings 
ashore. A suitable member of the community was appointed 
village policeman. At Kappakappa several thousand young 
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cocoanut trees, planted by the natives under Government 
prompting, were seen to be thriving well. 

The Government station at Rigo was in good condition,. 
growing the greater part of the food required for police and 
prisoners. Several thousand cocoanut trees were doing remark- 
ably well. Many plants of economic value—such as different’ 
kinds of cotton and rice—were nearly ready for giving out in 
distribution, if anyone could be found to plant them. The district 
was so thoroughly pacified that murders had ceased, and village 
and house burials been discontinued ; the most disquieting matter 
was the large number of deaths caused by snake-bite in this 
district. 


13. Shortly before Aroma (called Galoma in their own tongue) 
was reached there had been a great inter-tribal fight, in which 
over 30 men had been wounded, and two or three killed. The 
former combatants had now, however, become reconciled, being 
determined to settle their own differences, and to jointly resist the 
Government. They could put some 400 to 500 spearmen in the 
field—a force that was somewhat formidable in the face of a score: 
of polyglot, raw, undrilled recruits. It was decided to temporise, 
and, in order to avoid bloodshed if possible, to try the effect of 
continued firm moral pressure. After a visit to the tribes at 
Aroma, during which the consequences of hostilities between them 
and the Government were very plainly put before them, the party 
ascended the Upugau River, which goes inland behind the Aroma 
lands, and then turns away northward to the main range of 
mountains. This cutting the tribe off behind had considerable 
moral effect on them, and when visited again to receive their 
decision as to whether they would surrender the ringleaders or 
fight, some of them were delivered up. The escape of one of 
them from the “ Merrie England” undid most of what had been 
accomplished, on which a number of the young men of the tribe 
were surrounded and arrested, and all arms found in Aroma were 
burned. About a dozen were tried before the Central Court, and 
a few were sentenced to terms of imprisonment. Subsequently 
the principals still wanted were arrested or given up by the tribe.. 
Half-a-dozen good men were appointed village policemen in 
Aroma, and these have ever since done their duty well. 

The complete subjugation of this tribe without bloodshed was 
undoubtedly one of the most successful achievements of the 
Government. The patience of those concerned was submitted to 
a very severe trial ; but in no other case has the result been more 
complete and satisfactory. 


14, An inspection of certain places in the east end of the 
Possession was begun at Samarai in the second half of July. At 
Suau it was learned that all was quiet in that neighbourhood. 
At Samarai the prison was clean, comfortable, and in good order,, 
and the prisoners were engaged in filling up the swamp. A slip. 
suitable for trading vessels was being built, and some new 
buildings were in progress, all the result of private enterprise. 
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The Rev. Mr. Abel contemplated stationing a teacher at 
Samarai, and of founding an industrial settlement on the mainland 
for past pupils of the Kwato school. 

At Nivani, the Government Station for the Louisiades, a good 
weatherboard house had been finished for the Resident Magistrate, 
and the other necessary buildings had been constructed. 

At Panaietti a handsome church had been built by the Rev. 
Mr. Fellowes, and the people of the Island were fast coming 
under the influence of the Mission. 

At Griffin Point, on Sudest Island, there was the very unusual 
occurrence of a criminal charge against a European before the 
Central Court. In this instance the accused was acquitted. 
Several questions raised by the Europeans there were discussed 
and dealt with, and a few complaints attended to. ‘The relations 
between the Europeans and natives were good. <A Justice of the 
Peace was appointed for the island. On the south side of Sudest 
certain natives charged with having committed crimes, or of being 
accomplices, were arrested and tried, practically completing all 
outstanding cases of the kind on this island, 

It was found at Rossel Island that a considerable number of 
the coast natives collected a few articles of native produce for 
European traders. All North Coast villages were visited as far 
as the east end of the island, and were perfectly quiet and 
friendly. A rough survey, but sufficient for practical purposes, 
was made by Captain Jones of the harbour of Pennegwa, at the 
east end of Rossel Island ; and observations were made at Loa 
(Adele) Island. There was no LKuropean resident on Rossel 
Island. 

At Ware (leste Island) the only matter causing trouble—a 
case of adultery— was dealt with. 


15. The Island of Nuakata was examined in August. It has 
excellent anchorage and a considerable population, but poor soil. 
The people are quiet and peaceful. A suitable man was appointed 
policeman for the island. All coast villages were touched at from 
Cape Karitahua, the most southerly point of Duau, round the 
west coast as far as Dobu. On the south coast they were very 
friendly towards the Government—a feeling that was largely 
owing to the fact that some of their men were members of the 
constabulary. 

It became known on this tour that there are hot and boiling 
springs at Waipoiana, at the foot of Mount Sobia. The villagers 
on Sewa Harbour were quiet and well-disposed, some of the men 
desiring to enter the constabulary force. 

An understanding was come to with the Bakera people, many 
of whom had been leading wild and irregular lives ever since the 
murder of the trader Morro there two years before, by which they 
should settle down and assist the constabulary to secure the 
principals. 

The Wesleyan teacher of Sikiruku, on Fergusson Island, was 
met on Sunday performing a round of regular services on the 
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adjacent coast of Duau. He had acircle of places round his 
permanent establishment at which he holds service every Sunday. 
By this arrangement these teachers are creating a wide circle of 
influence. The natives of Sikiruku and Begasse had greatly 
improved in demeanour. The teacher at the former place had 
about 200 hearers ; the teacher at the latter some 500, in addition 
to which he occasionally has nearly 200 bushmen. A Fijian: 
teacher at Baiio had about 300 hearers. 

Under the firm discipline practised at Dobu in the schools and 
services established there very extraordinary progress has been 
made. The teachers were gaining a very beneficial influence on 
the coast of Fergusson east of Baiio, at Nekumaru, and in the 
provincial villages of Dobu. Churches had been built, and the 
tribes were settling down to quiet and regular lives. 

At Yakuta Island they were peaceful and prosperous, and the: 
same could be said of the island of Gawa. An effert of the 
constabulary to arrest two evil-doers on Murua was not 
successful. 

At Nada, where it is not difficult to maintain the good erder 
established, a new chief was appointed. While the steamer was 
anchored at Wavepu Bay, west of Suloga Hill, an inspection was 
made of the long-sought quartzite quarries from which the banded. 
stone is obtained that is so widely distributed in stone axes. 

Advantage was taken of the fine weather to land on the coral. 
island of Iwa. No anchorage could be discovered, but the 
interior of the island was found to be a depressed, thickly 
inhabited plateau, similar in shape and formation to the islands of 
Kitava, Gawa, and Kwaiwata. They had entered into trading 
relations with a European that visits them periodically. 

The island of Kitava was in a satisfactory state. Visits were 
made to the Kiriwina villages of Wawera, Omarakana, &., where 
matters appeared to be fairly satisfactory. The inhabited islands. 
of the Lusancy Group, so named by D’Entrecasteaux, were all. 
called at, and their positions approximately ascertained. They 
are all small, and only some of them inhabited. They appear to 
be all coralline except three, which are volcanic. Their trading 
relations are chiefly with Kwaibwaga (Goodenough). The 
inhabitants are peaceful. 

All the tribes on the east of Fergusson Island were next visited. 
Some of them were very shy, but none unfriendly. It was noticed 
to be customary in certain tribes at the foot of the northern range 
to carry a slab of mica to serve as a mirror, and it was thought 
this matter might be worth some attention from traders. 

The bubbling springs near Cape Labillardiere were found, but 
they were cold and not of much interest. The adjacent coasts of 
Fergusson and Kwaibwaga were carefully traversed, and all 
natives met with were well-disposed. 


16. At Wedau, on the north-east coast, a church was being 
opened by the Rev. C, King, head of the Anglican Mission.. 
Nearly 300 natives were present, and behaved well, seeming to be: 
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proud of the church, which they largely assisted to build. The 
Rev. C. King went with the party to visit the north-east coast. 
The principal chief of the Paiwa district was landed at home after 
undergoing a term of imprisonment, and was appointed rural 
constable for that neighbourhood. The coast was traversed by 
boat from Cape Nelson to the mouth of the Musa River, then 
found for the first time. There are no villages on the coast in 
that part of the country until Ketakerua Bay is reached, on which 
there are several of cousiderable size, These people were at first 
prepared for war, but soon became friendly. Their country is 
flat, low, and swampy at most places. 

The natives of Oifabama and Eroro were reserved and suspicious, 
but there were no actual disagreements with them. There was, 
however, great difficulty in communicating with them, owing to 
complete ignorance of their or any language north of Collingwood 
Bay. 

Gona (Hulnicote) Bay was fully examined. ‘The villagers were 
at first timid and prepared for hostilities, but peaceful relations 
were established and maintained, though they might have been 
disturbed by the numerous and thievish population. The country 
there is flat and low. Some of the men are of very powerful 
physique, they possess a great number of good canoes, but they 
do not appear to use them for sailing. Just north of Gona Bay, 
friendly relations were opened with the natives living near the 
mouth of Kumusi River. There is no village close to the river there. 
Five or six miles north of the Kumusi a courteous tribe was visited, 
whose village is only sufficiently far from the beach to be out of 
sight from the sea. Women and children were the first to approach 
and meet the party. 

The steamer took up a good anchorage in Douglas Harbour, a 
mile or so south of Mitre Rock, and observations were made at 
the rock itself for position. 

The mouths of the Mambare River were next found and the 
position of one of the mouths obtained; and a halt was made at 
the mouth of the smaller Ikore River, which was found to enter 
the sea in German territory. 

On the return journey all the tribes at the foot of Mount 
Trafalgar and in Collingwood Bay were visited, and friendly 
trading had with each, though on our approach several of them 
turned out armed, -Ali the tribes in the vicinity of Philips 
Harbour came and visited the steamer when at anchor there. 


17. At the end of December a tour of inspection was made to 
the west of Port Moresby which extended as far as the Purari 
delta. At Orokolo the people were holding high festival because 
some of them had successfully and by stealth murdered three of 
the Iare tribe. The Purari was flocded, and there was very great 
difficulty in ascending it beyond the Bevan Rapid. No natives 
were met with until the Aure, the first considerable branch, was 
reached, at about four-score miles from the sea. ‘There a number of 
men of the Epai tribe were seen; they were obtaining trees for 
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canoes. The Aure was navigable for only two or three miles, at 
which distance it comes over rapids that are inaccessible to boats. 
It lies between rugged sandstone mountains. The Purari was 
ascended by the steam launch to something over 120 miles from 
the sea. The current was extremely strong and the ascent very 
difficult. The river, as soon as it meets the great sandstone main 
range, turns away to the west, a course it pursues as far as it has 
as yet been followed. 

Traces of natives, but no actual settlement were seen before 
the highest point attained by the steamer was reached. The 
presence of the party was discovered by natives at that point, but 
they hurriedly continued their jouraey up stream to alarm their 
tribe. The journey was continued up the river four days in the 
river boat alone beyond the point at which the steamer had to be 
left. The boat could not make more than two or three miles a 
day. At the highest point reached there was settled a tribe 
called Birde. These were naturally greatly surprised, and instinc- 
tively kept on strict guard. They very successfully hid themselves 
away, and left no trace of their presence, until they suddenly 
struck the war-drum and velled their war-cry. After much 
preliminary trouble, triendly relations at close quarters were entered 
into. They are evidently of the Papuan family, and speak a 
dialect containing root and common words met with elsewhere in 
the Possession. They cultivate tobacco, sweet potatoes, aud 
bananas. 

There was practically very little level land on the Purari after 
it first entered the hilly zone until the neighbourhood of Birdée 
was reached, and there was little sago. What small areas of flat 
land did exist were all cut up by deep gullies formed by violent 
floods in the river. The whole district is of sandstone formation, 
and is well wooded. The Purari is more than one-third, but less 
than half the size of the Fly River. Itis the second largest river 
in the Possession. 

In descending the river the presence of coal was detected at 
Abukiru Island. The analyses given in the appended report by 
Mr. Jack* show that the coal is of excellent quality. There has 
been so far no opportunity of making a proper examination of the 
district. Our knowledge at present is confined to this: That 
there is a large sandstone area there, and that it contains good 
coal, 

Some progress was made in committing the Maipua language 
to writing. 

A night was spent at the village of Iare on the Purari delta. 
They were friendiy, and were warned against taking revenge on 
the Orokolo tribe, who, they were told, would be dealt with by’ the 
Government. The population is great, and lives almost entirely on 
sag0. 

“The ground on which their houses stand is in many instances 
below the level of spring tides. 


© Not printed. 
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A night was then spent at the village of Koriki. There is a 
large population there, and they were not familiar with Europeans. 
At’ first threatening and friendly in turn, they soon became 
thievish and insolent, and there was very great difficulty in 
staving off hostilities until next morning. At least 200 bowmen 
manned the banks of the river below, and a like number above, 
the village, occupying each side so that the party must pass along 
between the two long files a short half-bowshot from each, They 
were successfully dispersed by rifle fire, and the party extricated 
itself without sustaining any casualty. 


A few days ‘later a visit was paid to the large neighbouring 
village of Maipua. This community was well warned beforehand 
that if any of them lifted a bow it would be regarded as the 
commencement of hostilities. They received the party very 
quietly, all arms having been put away out of sight. They professed 
their willingness to receive a teacher, and to build a church; and 
they supplied three recruits for the constabulary. At Orokolo, 
the local name of which is Havida, the tribe received the option 
of fighting or of surrendering those that bad murdered the three 
lare people. After due deliberation they gave up all, save one, 
that had fled; they also sent three young men into the 
constabulary. 


18. At the end of February a tour of inspection of the north- 
east coast was begun. Carriers and interpreters for inland 
travelling were engaged at Taupota, Wedau, and Paiwa. The 
coast line was traversed from Ipote to Dako (Fir-tree Point) by 
boat. The inland party were landed on the Mobiri Creek, and 
were conducted to near the foot of Mount Manedo. At first the 
numerous natives of the district were timid and suspicious, but 
soon became friendly and rendered valuable assistance. ‘The 
party successfully established friendly relations with a large 
number of new tribes, and made also valuable collections. 


Further observations were made at the mouth of the Ikore 
River, which confirmed those made formerly, and placed that spot 
nearly a mile and a-half inside German territory: the natives 
there were at first friendly, but became thievish, and then put on 
an unfriendly aspect. As soon as it was clear that the mouth of 
the river was outside British New Guinea it was left, although it 
appears that the river enters the Possession within a very few miles 
of the sea. A camp was then formed at the north-west mouth of 
the Mambare River (the Clyde of the charts), and the ascent of 
that river was begun trom that point. A guard with spare stores 
was left at the mouth of the river. Villages were met with five 
or six miles from the sea. The people were greatly alarmed at 
first and prepared to fight, but eventually friendly approaches 
were made by two men. Many extensive sago-fields and some 
unoccupied good alluvial land were passed the first day. Some 
large villages were reached at something over a ‘score of miles 
from the sea. The hostile demonstrations of the natives there, as 
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in all other villages, were soon set aside. It was not the outcome 
of a warlike disposition, but the result of timidity and suspicion, 


The unmarried women were naked, and the men loaded with 
native jewellery. The peculiar characteristic of the men was that 
as soon as it was clear that we had not come for the purpose of 
making war they danced and — At several of the villages 
they put up a taboo to keep us from landing, A considerable 
number of villages was passed before the launch had made two 
score of miles beyond which she could not ascend the rapids. 
The journey was continued by boat for about a dozen miles more, 
when rapids were ‘met with up which it was not advisable to 
take a boat. In the last 20 miles there were no villages, and 
the river passed between low hills for the last half-score of miles. 
Its bed contained a great variety of stones, including large boulders 
of quartz containing much iron pyrites. Traces of gold were 
found. It seemed strange that although the district contained 
great sago fields, the natives hardly used it; but make extensive 
gardens of taro, &c., from which they chiefly live. They had no 
tobacéo plant, no papaya, and no pumpkin. .They cook in rude 
pottery. Some yood land could be had on this river for 
settlement. 

Additional observations were made at Mitre Rock, which again 
put it nearly three miles inside British territory. 

Some 10 or 12 miles of the Ope River were examined by the 
steam launch. This small stream opens into the sea in front of 
Gumboro Hill, a conspicuous landmark as far down the coast as 
as it can be seen.. There are many small villages on and near the 
Ope, all of whom were friendly and willing to barter. The Ope 
is a low country river, traversing swampy land, and receiving no 
branches from the main central range of mountains. 

The Kumusi River was next examined. A guard was left at 
the mouth of the river with spare stores, some of which, however, 
the natives were able to steal, in spite of the vigilance of the 
Papuan guard, There are many gardens on the banks of this 
river from three to seven or eight miles from the sea; but after 
that they disappear, the country being low and swampy, with 
many fine fields of sago trees, Native settlement is sparse on the 
lower part of the river. The first hill was nearly three dozen 
miles from the sea, and was composed of lava. 

At the highest point reached by the launch there were fine 
plateaus of alluvial forest land, and the neighbouring country 
composed of low rolling hills, with fine valleys between. The 
sun was very hot during the day, but soen after dark it became 
cool, and before morning there was a cold breeze from the great 
mountain range, 

The launch got aground in keeping out of the current and 
could not be got off until the river rose during the night. Many 
natives scon came round the launch, all prepared to fight on the 
spot, but friendly relations were established. The Kumusi is 
clearly, like the Mambare, a stream that has its rise in the main 
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central range of mountains. In descending the river the steam 
launch struck a concealed “snag,” and sank in deep water and 
was lost. 

A few days afterwards the Basati Creek was examined for a 
few miles. There are no villages on the part of it seen by the 
party, but it has some good forest land about three miles from the 
sea, It rises on the Hydrographer Range of mountains. A large 
tribe was come into contact with there. They seemed to live 
somewhere not far from the coast. They became friendly, and 
Fittest in great numbers—men, women, and children—next 

ay. 

It was found that a considerable creek opens into the sea at Cape 
petal It is called Tambokoro, and comes from Hydrographer 

ange, 

From a camp formed at the mouth of the Kevoto Creek, it and 
the Umunda Creek were examined. The country on them is so 
low and wet as to beworthless. The natives in their vicinity were 
very friendly. 

Some three dozen miles of the Musa River were examined by 
boat. At that distance the country was beginning to lose the 
character of swamp it had so far kept. Several small villages 
were passed, with all of which a good footing was established. 
It is a fine stream, and no doubt has its rise on the main range. of 
mountains, A party at the same time examined part of the foot 
of Mount Victory on its north face, and established relations with a 
considerable tribe there. They found the country very rough. 
The people in the vicinity of Phillips’ Harbour were again visited, 
and the party examining Maneao were met and removed. They 
had successfully executed their task. 


19. In the middle of April the prisoners and the prison were 
inspected at Samarai. All the Port Moresby prisoners were there 
then, occupied in reclaiming the swamp. Their condition was 
satisfactory and the work making fair progress. ‘The communities 
at Kast Cape and at Dobu were all quiet and peaceable. A 
number of carriers were engaged at Dobu for transport on the island 
of Kwaibwaga, the upper lands of which were examined. The 


tribes met with became friendly. The pearl fishery was being 


actively prosecuted at the Kiriwina Group, and no_ native 
disturbances were reported there. All pearls were being procured 
by natives and sold to traders. The villages of Gawa Island were 
inspected, and all seem to be quiet and prosperous. The village 
constable’ at Omdamudu, on Murua, had steadily extended his 
authority and influence, but an effort to arrest an old offender in 
the interior miscarried. The curious Veneina (Cannac) rock was: 
examined ; and all outstanding administrative business at Nada 
was disposed of. On the east side of Fergusson Island a short 
visit showed all to be quiet there. 

At Ware Island the people were busy erecting a new church. 
They are a settled, industrious community. At Sudest Island a 
quartz reef was examined which seemed to contain payable gold. 


Buritisy 
Naw Guinga. 
1893-4, 


835 


836 


76 COLONIAL REPORTS.—ANNUAL 


Brits The relations between Europeans and natives appeared to be good. 

New Guinea. The natives were said to be actively prosecuting the gold-washing 

pili industry on their own account. Yela (Rossel) Island was gone 

round in the whaleboat, and no disturbance was met with; but 

an inter-tribal fight, the investigation of which will occupy some 

time on the spot, was reported at Yongga Bay. A sitting of the 

Central Court was held there. At Misima there did not appear 

to be any serious matter to deal with. There are only two village 

constables on the island. All was quiet and orderly in their 

districts; but the attitude of two or three tribes on the north side 

was not satisfactory, showing as it did much suspicion of the 
Government. 


20. In the end of April a first visit was made to Darava, in 
Table Bay. A party was despatched inland, opposite Mairu 
Island, to open communication with the mountain tribes in that 
vicinity. They were absent two weeks and established friendly 
intercourse with many villages. Not far from the sea they found 
some fine flats of unoccupied rieh lands, which are said to be fit for 
sugar cultivation. While we were camped at Darava, and after 
satisfactory relations had been established with all the people that 
had assembled for a great festival there, a descent was made by a 
federation of some two dozen hill villages on the coast people, 
Diverted from Darava, they during the night surrounded the 
coast village of Magaubo and killed, it was said, over 30 
people. They were followed up by the constabulary among their 
own hills, but declined a general pitched battle, taking to the bush 
in small parties, The ringleaders were forced, by public opinion, 
to meet the constabulary in flying skirmish with what following 
they could muster, and some of them have lost their lives. Several 
have been captured, but it will take some time to resettle the 
people in their villages. One could not, from their country, see 
any indication of native settlements between these tribes and the 
main range behind them, so that there may not be an inner zone 
to descend on these in turn. 

The chief of Domara was, after a term of imprisonment, restored 
to his village. His demeanour and the conduct of his tribe 
appeared satisfactory. But they, too, have subsequently been in 
trouble from the descent on them of some hiil tribe. 

At the village of Eaula (near Cape Rodney of the charts) a 
suitable man was appointed Government chief. 

Great improvement was observed at Vererupu. New and good 
houses have been built on an excellent site; and they have two 
very good village policemen. The next tribe inland is not behind 
them in police matters. 

The nephew of the deceased chief of Aroma, Koapena, was 
appointed to succeed him in the headship of the community, this 
collateral succession being in accordance with the usage and 
traditions of the tribe. No disturbance had arisen in the district 
since the death of the old chief. The six village policemen seemed 
to be quite fit to maintain order in the neighbourhood, though it 
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has a popu’ation of 3,000 to 4,000. The chief policeman is now 
the most important authority in the place. 

At Keapara a substantial and very handsome church, built by 
the Rev. W. Pearse, was inspected. At Kalo, Kamali, and Hula 
decided progress in the right direction was noted. 


21. In the end of June a brief visit was made to the Mekeo 
district. The Father Superior was seriously ill at Ravao, and two 
or three other members of the mission were sick. 

A new mission recently opened at Abiara by a Brother of the 
Sacred Heart Mission was making a very satisfactory start. At 
Bereina mission work and teaching are now in full operation; the 
people are quiet and orderly. At Inawi the Rev. Father Vitali 
has his mission in complete working order, and everything was: 
satisfactory, with the exception of a bigamy by the principal chief. 
All the principal chiefs of the district assembled at the Government 
station to report to the Administrator. Each one brought a small 
present with him, consisting of food, all of which they consumed 
before they left. The whole district was perfectly quiet and 
peaceful. Cemetery burial is now warmly supported by the 
Sacred Heart Mission ; and two members of that bedy, a brother 
and a sister, have been interred in the village cemeteries of Yeku 
and Inawi. The Government station was in a creditable condition ; 
most of the imported economic: plants were doing well, but the 
want of a resident overseer was apparent. The Rev. H. Dauncey 
is now permanently stationed at the London Missionary Society 
settlement at Delena. 


ReErorts BY OFFICERS. 


22. The Resident Magistrate for the Western Division has noted 


a marked improvement in the moral and social conduct of the 
natives under his control. The record of crime was heavier than 
before, which means that such things are becoming better known. 
He was successful in compelling the Doropotamurubi tribe to 
surrender some of their number implicated in murder. One of 
the points in which Mr. Hely has been most successful is the 
training of the village constables. He now manages to have the 
greater part of the police work done by them; he has also 
maintained very good discipline in the constabulary detachment 
stationed at Daru under his orders. 


23. The Resident Magistrate for the Central Division has not, 
on account of prolonged absence from ill-health, been able to 
supply an exhaustive report. He could not visit the western 
villages, but this was done by the Government Agent of Mekeo ; 
and those accused of crime were then dealt with. Mr. Lawes 
enumerates the onslaughts made by hill tribes, and draws attention 
to the rapid progress of the coast tribes as loyal subjects of the 
Queen. He points out also the greatly extended trading cruises 
of coast tribes. 
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BRITISH 24, The Government Agent of Mekeo is able to report that in 
car eo his populous district no serious crimes were committed during the 
__ year, and that the people now travel long journeys without carrying 


arms. The inland tribes visited last year by the Government Agent 
give no trouble there, but, on the contrary, have come in numbers 
to pay friendly visits to Mekeo tribes. The difficulty of dealing 
with house burials he regards as practically at an end. The 
number of the village constables has been increased, but no native 
has been appointed a magistrate there. A considerable number of 
valuable economic plants are doing well at the station. ‘The Gros 
Michel banana, inported from the West Indies, has proved a 
success in this country, and is being distributed. Mr. Kowald 
appreciates the work of the Sacred Heart Mission in his district, 
the members of which work hand in hand with him, He draws 
attention to the deaths from snake-bite. 


25. As Mr. Graham was acting as Resident Magistrate for only 
a very short time in the Louisiades, his report is very brief. At 
the Government station 750 cocoanuts were planted, and some 14 
acres of land cleared. He reports that about a score of diggers 
were on Misima, some of them not making a living; there are a 
few more on Sudest Island than on Misima, and they have better 
prospects. 


26. Mr. English, Government Agent for the Rigo district, has 
furnished a very interesting report. He is gratified by the greatly 
improved moral condition of his district, and this amelioration is 
extending to the inland tribes behind the Rigo country. The 
planting of cocoanuts has been successfully pushed. Mr. English 
thinks that over 60,000 have been planted within one day’s ride 
of the Government station. He mentions also two cocoanut 
plantations worked by Europeans, containing respectively 16,000 
and 7,000 young plants, all doing well. Only two cases of village 
burial came under notice during the year. 

Four cases of murder, committed in the mountains, remained for 
investigation. Mr. English was travelling 216 days during the 

ear. A large number of imported valuable plants are doing well 
at the station, Useful imformation will be found in this report 
dealing with the inner life of the people, and well worth 


perusal. 


27. Mr. R. J. Kennedy, Magistrate for native matters in the 
Eastern Division, supplies a short report on the district. He 
points out that the chiefs had little or no real power. A number 
of them come to the station once a week to report. 

Sorcery, formerly troublesome in the district, has had a rude 
shock from the imprisonment of some of the sorcerers. On 
Tauwara there were vexatious inter-tribal disputes as to the 
boundaries of land. He finds that the influence of the Government 
has extended in all directions ; but he complains of the bad and 
indifferent houses of the natives. In the hill villages, - burials 
regulations are not, asa rule, enforced. The planting of cocoanuts 
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by the natives is being pushed on successfully, and fortunately the N 


Papuan proprietor begins in some places to look on this as making 
a provision for the future. The natives prefer engaging to work 
for short terms, and do not hesitate to complain to a Government 
officer if they consider themselves ill-used. But as a matter of 
fact native employees are generally indulgently treated by their 
employers. . 


28. Mr. David White, an intelligent and observant man, who has 
resided some five or six years on Sudest, supplies an interesting 
report on that island. He points out that they have there no wet 
and dry season, but have heavy rains all the year round. The 
women have the chief share of the work of cultivating the soil. 
The villages are kept scrupulously clean. 

One of the most interesting points mentioned by Mr. White is 
the occurrence of totemism on the Sudest Islaud. He states that it 
exists, follows the maternal and not the paternal side, and that 
people of the same totem donot intermarry. This matter requires 
further investigation. Instances are known in the D’ Entrecasteaux 
Group and in Mekeo, of marriage being considered irregular if 
contracted into the mother’s family, but no trace of totemism has 
ever been found there or elsewhere outside of Sudest. Natives of 
Yela (Rossell) say they never heard of it, and many intelligent 
natives of the mainland declare that the idea-is quite new to them. 
There can be no doubt that Mr. White is correct in what he relates 
as to the need for enforcement of the Burial Regulation on Sudest. 
The attention of the Resident Magistrate has been drawn to this 
matter. It should have been dealt with long ago. The custom 
of peeling off and keeping the epidermis of the corpse is very 
curious when considered side by side with the practice, now 
suppressed, in the Rigo district, of peeling off the epidermis to 
discover the person that had caused the death of the deceased. ' 

Mr. White, who is a trader and must be well qualified to speak 
on the subject, says the boys are now able and willing to work in 
the gullies for gold with which to purchase things they want. 
They have in this way, and from fear of punishment, ceased to 
steal. 


29. The report by Mr. Guise on the work done by the party 
he conducted to the northern range called Manedo gives a graphic 
description of inland travelling in New Guinea. ‘This mountain 
is a part of the so-called Hornby Range, the eastern end of the 
chain that has its highest points in the peaks of Goropu. The 
latter is so steep and rugged that its ascent will be attended with 
very great physical difficulty. It will be noticed that, although 
Mr. Guise and his party were engaged in country entirely new 
to Europeans, they had no collision with the native inhabitants, 
and had no opposition from them beyond the passive resistance 
presented at the first entry of their district. One of the principal 
objects was to find, if possible, the source of all the jade used by 
the natives as stone axes. Itis now made highly probable that it 
all comes from the Manedo district, and finds its way in barter 
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across the great central range to Cloudy Bay. The vicinity of its 
origin has been pointed out, but the spot itself has not been 
examined yet. There is, however, reason to believe that jade 
occurs on Goropu as well as on Manedo, as small fragments of the 
surface jade were found both in the Kwagila and Dako streams. 
A more extended search will have to be made for the source of this 
mineral, which may be of considerable commercial value, 


Native Lanp TENURE. 


30. Mr. Hely reports on the land tenure of the Masingara tribe. 
It is of special interest in that district, because they appear to be 
the original owners of all the soil now occupied by certain other 
tribes whose tenure was reported on last year. They never heard 
of their ancestors having lived elsewhere, and do not consider the 
other tribes near them to be proprietors of the soil. Land descends 
lineally, the lands being divided equally among the children; so 
that a woman can own land until she marries; then it passes to 
the males of her family, the children belonging to the father’s 
side. Sago and fruit trees bear the private mark of the owner. 
Fencing is communal, but planting individual. House-building 
is communal. 


31. Mr. English states that in the Humeni and Saboia tribes 
land is held generally by the individual. It descends to the 
eldest son, but may be divided among all the children equally. 
It appears that the land cannot pass out of the tribe. 

The tenure of the Kwaipo tribe seems to be exactly similar. 

In the Tupuseleia tribe, virgin forest is common land, and it 
becomes private property when cleared and used as such. Women 
never own land; it descends lineally. Clearing land is communal, 
and: planting is individual. The sago trees belong to the man that 
plants them. 


32. Captain Hennessy’s Report on the Land Tenure of the 
Wagawaga tribe, on Tauwara, shows that land there is held on 
individual ownership, can be held by women, and descends both 
lineally and collaterally. Both selling and leasing land is known 
to this tribe. Land is also given in compensation to an aggrieved 
person. Children belong to the woman’s tribe, and the husband 
marrying her lives in her tribe. A person can bequeath his land 
to whom he pleases. If not bequeathed it passes to the owner's 
brother. 


THe Tasu. 


33. On the interesting question of the custom of the tabu as 
practised in the Possession, valuable information has been supplied 
from several quarters. 

The Rev. Copland King reports on it in the district of Wedau. 
There when a man dies, all the cocoanuts in his village are tabued 
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for the feasts connected with his decease. A man may tabu his 
cocoanuts to all persons except himself; they may be forbidden to 
the community by the chief men by blowing the conch-shell. 
Women also tabu certain garden produce ; fishing is also forbidden 
at times. 

They have also tabus that are put on by incantations, which are 

aid for, being the vested interest and private property of the 
individual that knows, puts on, and takes off the charm. The 
consequence of breaking the charmed tabu is bodily sickness of 
some kind. 

The Rev. W. Bromilow mentions two kinds of tabu as being in 
use at Dobu, the tabu of custom and the tabu of the sorcerer. The 
professional wizard working for hire imposes the latter, and he only 
can remove it; the penalty of breaking it is sickness. Many very 
interesting and important examples of the tabu of custom are 
numerated, such as that of marrying into a mother’s village, and 
of being tabu for having eaten of a dead body from the grave. 
It is also forbidden to name the dead. 

Mr. English shows that the tabu is used in the Rigo district to 
ensure a full supply of food at the great feasts. For this purpose 
the prohibition is applied only to certain gardens. It is generally 
imposed by the chief. 

Mr. R. Kennedy mentions among the tabus of custom that a 
native in some places cannot marry a woman of his own village, or 
a woman from his own side of a line in the village. To such an 
extent is the tabu of the name of the deceased carried that one 
cannot inform a person orally of the death of a relative ; to do so 
would be resented as.a personal injury. 

Mr. R. Guise says that all tabus imposed at Hood Peninsula are, 
with the exception of the tabu on young cocoanuts on indications 
of an approaching famine, put on for the purpose of providing 
food for feasts. The punishment for breaking this is purely 
of the material and practical kind—fines in kind and _ personal 
chastisement. | 

Captain Hennessy shows that the charmed tabu is exercised at 
Wagawaga, and that the evil effects on a person breaking it can be 
removed by confession and an antidote. 

It appears to be the case that, over a great part of the country, 
the power of putting on the charmed tabu, which entails dire 
material consequences (due to magic) on the person that breaks it, 
is put on by the hereditary sorcerer, who obtains his powers by 
inheritance or by purchase, and who retains a strict, literally 
exclusive, right to his knowledge. He works for hire, and as he 
alone can impose the tabu, so also he only can remove it. 


Native DIALECTs. 


34, Three native dialects will be found in the Appendix.* The 
very copious vocabulary of the Kabadi language has been drawn 


NY 
* Not printed. 
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up by Mr. Green. As might be expected, it is very nearly related 
to the Motuan language. 

Of the other two dialects, the vocabulary of Maipua will be the 
more useful, on account of the large number of people to whom it 
is known. It appears to be the language of all the tribes on the 
Purari Delta. It supplies the link that is wanting to connect the 
Central dialects with that of the Iasa (Kiwai) people. Fortunately, 
it is easy to understand, to write, and to speak. It can, therefore, 
be reduced to a useful form without great labour. 


It has been quite otherwise with the language of Yela (Rossel 
Island). ‘This dialect is by far the most intractable that has been 
met with in the Possession. It has a peculiar and special 
philological interest by reason of the position of the place, at the 
extreme south-east end of the islands of New Guinea, being little 
further from the Solomon Islands than from the Papuan mainland. 
The Yela people have, further, never until now intermarried with 
those of any other island. Two difficulties meet one at the 
outset ; many of them speak with a muffled intonation that is 
exasperating to the orthographist, and they use sounds that 
cannot be expressed by any combination of letters in the English 
alphabet. To this may be added the fact that hardly any two 
men ever pronounce a word the same way. This vocabulary has 
been now written out four times, and there is wide dissimilarity 
between any two of the vocabularies. The last edition should for 
several reasons be the best, and it is what is now printed. It is, 
however, tolerably plain that five or six of the first ten numerals 
of this Janguage in flux are the same words, but generally more or: 
less disguised, as the same numbers in Polynesian languages. In 
others the root word appears in the simplest form, as, for example, 
the word “ Ma” instead of “ Tama.” for father. In others the 
muffling process disguises a common word which may not at first 
be recognised, as “ Mbwa”’ for “ Wai.” The heaping together 
of consonants is also remarkable. The termination “ Ngini” to 
raany or most active verbs is noteworthy, but at times it becomes 
a prefix. Occasionally the widely distributed name for common 
objects is found to be substituted by entirely new forms; thus the 
words for “dead,” “ Ebuono,” and for “butterfly,” « Pyaga,” 
cannot apparently be connected with “ Mate” and “ Pepe,” which 
in some form or other are met with in scores of dialects between 
Hawaii and Maipua, It would appear that every village on Yela 
uses their language as they please. In all cases the words are 
given as nearly as possible as pronounced in the different places 
at which they were written. It seems doubtful that the differences 
are dialectic. 


EsTaBLISHMENTS. 
35. The service sustained a severe loss during the year by the 


death of an excellent officer, Mr. Dennis Gleeson, Head Gaoler 
and Superintendent of Works. Mr. Gleeson maintained first-rate 
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order and discipline, and being an extremely kind-hearted man he 
soon gained great influence over the natives in his charge. He 
made the prison as much a training institution or reformatory as 
was possible under the circumstances. He was a most loyal and 
devoted officer, giving himself up entirely to the faithful discharge 
of his responsible duties. The high regard entertained for him by 
the natives was shown by the fact that they put on mourning 
for him in native fashion as if he had been one of themselves. 
Mr. Gleeson was succeeded by Mr. W. T. Campbell, formerly 
Resident Magistrate for the Louisiades. 

A port of entry was opened at Daru, the Government Station 
in the Western Division, and Mr. De Lange has been temporarily 
employed as an extra officer there. Mr. W Palmer was 
compelled, on health considerations, to retire from wis appointment 
as Commandant. It is intended that Mr. Butterworth be appointed 
to the permanent office. 

_ Mr. John Mahony was appointed a Justice of the Peace for the 
island of Sudest. 


Pusiic Property AND PUBLIC WoRKS. 


36. A very suitable new vessel of about 20 tons was obtained 
for the use of the Resident Magistrate in the Central Distriet, 
which allowed the lugger formerly there to be put at the 
disposal of the Magistrate for the Western Division. Extensive 
repairs were executed on the cutter for the Leuisiade Division. 
The river launch “ Ruby” was unfortunately lost in the Kumusi 
River. This vessel was insured. 

Mr. Hely successfully removed the Government Station for the 
Western Division from Mabudauan to Daru Island. The latter is 
much more fertile and better suited for food-growing thaa 
Mabudauan, and has a vastly better harbour for shipping of all 
kinds. Mr. Hely economically effected the removal at little 
expense. 

Several new buildings, including a thoroughly sound substantial 
prison, were put up at the Mekeo Station. These were built by 
Mr. Kowald, the Government Agent, at very little cost to the 

ublic. 

About three-fourths of the work of building an excellent prison 
was performed by Mr. Graham at Nivani. When finished it will 
probably be the best prison in the Possession. Arrangements have 
been made for its completion by old prisoners and a Solomon 
Island employee, under the supervision of Mr. Butterworth. 

37. The principal work of the year was in reclaiming the swamp 
at Samarai. It was really an undertaking beyond the resources 
of the Government, but it became absolutely necessary to fill it up 
or to remove the settlement to some other place. 

The actual swamp area covered some nine and a-half acres, but 
the total ground to be covered by filling in was considerably 
greater than that. By the end of the year seven acres of the 
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swamp was filled up, which required the preparation, removal, and 
laying down of over 42,000 cubic yards of earth. The 13,000 
yards still required will, for the most part, have to be transported 
for only a short distance. Much blasting has been required in 
procuring the materials required, and it is a matter for 
congratulation that no accident of any kind has so far occurred in 
connection with this. This great work has completely put a stop 
to road-making and planting cocoanuts by the prisoners. The 
work was considerably facilitated by the loan of iron rails kindly 
granted by the Premier of Queensland. 


TRADE. 


Imports, 


38. The total of imports entered at Port Moresby, Samarai, 
and Daru, respectively, has been :— 


Year. | Samaria. Port Moresby. | Daru. | Total. 
z £ £ £ 

1888-89 - ~ 6,016 5,019 _ 11,108 
1889-90 - - 6,798 9,305 _ 16,104 
1890-91 - - 7,455 8,075 os 15,530 
1891-92 - - 10,379 13,377 — 23,755 
1892-93 - - 13,173 12,088 — 25,261 
1893-94 - - 15,331 11,428 1,741 28,501 


The principal items imported have been :— 


— | 1888-89. | 1889-90. | 1890-91. | 1891-92. | 1892-93. | 1893-94. 


Food Stuffs - - 6,400 wine “bs 6087 esa vis 
Drapery 2 . 1,185 1,892 1,457 2,183 2,918 2,687 
Tobacco and Cigars 996 1,290 2,354 8,257 2,407 8,985 
Hardware - - 927 1,123 1,535 2,677 2,828 $,162 
Beverages - R 805 1,143 688 890 1,625 1,760 
Clothes —- - 550 190 255 105 496 315 
Building Materials - 246 1,086 1,224 1,965 1,474 2,889 
Other Articles - 999 2,756 3,554 6,091 7,261 6,522 
Total -s| 110s | 16106 | "15550 | 23,755 | 25,061 | 28,501 


A considerable advance has been made on tobacco, which may be 
maintained in future, as trade with the natives and their 
employment increases ; but they continue to show in certain places 
a decided tendency to demand something else than tobacco in 
psvment, There is also a fair increase in hardware. 
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This heading is also chiefly affected by thé:payments made to 
natives. It is more likely. than tobacco to be permanent in its 
expansion, because the number of ‘natives requiring such articles 
wil] steadily grow, while none will cease to require hardware. The 
quantity of building materials imported was also considerably 
greater. | 


Exports. 


The total value of exports, as entered at the Custom House, has 
been :— 


Year. | Samarai. Port Moresby. | Daru. | Total. 
£ £ £ £ 
1888-89 - - 5,071 871 wie 5,943 
1889-90 - - 5,458 997 —_— 6,455 
1890-91 - - 7,678 75) — 8,134 
1891~92 « - 8,999 8,190 —_ 11,289 
1892-93 - - 6,290 8,675 _ 14,966 
1893-94 - - 9,555 3,542 1,854 14,952 


The most valuable export, according to the returns, was.gold, 
valued at 3,906/. This, of course, does not show the total amount 
of the metal obtained, but represents the quantity entered outwards 
at Samarai. For the last three years the numbers of the diggers 
and the amount of gold entered outwards has been nearly 
stationary. It has fluctuated as below :— 


Gold entered at the Custom House. 


— | 1888-89. | 1889-90. | 1890-91. | 1891-92. | 1892-93, | 1893-94, 


1,235 582 
£4,322 £2,286 © 


1,128 
£3,906 


3,470 
£12,440 


2,426 
£8,371 


38,850 
£14,387 


Ounces - - 


Value . 
ee ee ee eee 


The future of gold will depend on the discovery of new fields, and 
on the value and development of the reefs on Sudest. 

Next to gold comes pearl-shell valued at 3,366/. 

Copra was exported to the value of 2,885/. The exports of this 
article have been :— 


1888-89 - - 76 tons valued at 55017. 
1889-90 4 : 43-5, Cyat eee 
1890-91 , wet SADR ps oahe-! yee: 
1891-92 «aba | ona. 
1892-93 : ee rt Meee NN Be 50) 
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Of sandalwood, 321 tons were sent away, valued at 1,896/. It 
appears there is a considerably quantity of this product in the 
country, but it seems to suffer from great market fluctuations. 

The value of the béche-de-mer exported was entered at 1,714. 
a small advance in quantity and value on last year. 

By far the most valuable export of the year was that of pearls. 
These figure in the returns for only two packages, valued at 250/. 
At Cooktown four packages were entered as coming from the 
Possession and valued at 1,250/.; but this is very far from being 
the whole value of the pearls exported, which was probably about 
8,0002. or 10,0002 These are found chiefly in the Kiriwina Group, 
but a few ure procured elsewhere. They are obtained by the 
natives, and are sold to traders. Many of these pearls are of tints 
that are said to command a high price in the market. 

There are several small exports that require to be worked up, 
but most of them require a certain amount of practical knowedge, 
such as the native ginger, pronounced to be of high market value ; 
rubber, of which there appears to be large quantities, fit to 
command a high price. It is hoped that belore long, coal, jade, 
sago, &c., may be added to the list. 

The total amount of the trade for the year amounted to :— 


£ 
Imports - - - - - 28,501 
I:xports - - - - - 14,952 
Total ~ - - - £43,453 


Shipping. 

39. The shipping entered inwards and outwards was wholly 
British. 

The total number of foreign-going vessels entered inwards was 
35, of 3,872 tons; the entries outwards were 27 vessels, of 2,791 
tons. 

The bi-monthly trips of the subsided mail service have heen 
regularly and satisfactorily performed, and have been found to be 
a decided public advantage. 


Postal. 


40. Postal business up to the end of June, 1894, has been as 
under : — 


Article. Anti, = | a8 1888-89. ae | 30-0. | aa0001 | 1889-90. | 1890-91. | 1891--92, wore | 150-88. | 908-9 1892-93. | 1893-94, 
Letters received - - : 2,366 3,166 2,664 4,398 4,679 6,280 
Letters despatched - - 2,587 2,586 2,191 3,917 4,011 _ 5,297 
Packets received : . 93 111 142 45 230 157 
Packets despatched 98 84 88 78 427 467 
Newspapers received - + | 4,071 6,845 6,042 8,505 6,749 8,131 
Newspapers despatched - | 574 590 468 756 276 240 


eee 
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FinANCE. 
Revenue. 


41. The amount of revenue paid into the Queensland Treasury 
by the Possession during the year was 5,866/. 14s. 5d. It is 
compared below with that of preceding year :— 


Items. | 1888-0. 1889-90. | 1890-91. | 101-0 1892-98. | 1898-94, 


— 


Customs Dues - So - ofi9 2808 : 9.585 408 $707 6067 
Gold Field Receipts - - 187 20 28 24 28 54 
Fees - - - - 2 4 4 10 157 115 
Fines - - . - 25 41 46 34 24 22 
Licenses - -. - - 2 11 21 186 106 817 
Miscellaneous. - - - 42 44 58 149 535 291 

Total - - #| 2679 | 93015 | 2673 | 4783 | 4604 | 5,966 

Expenditure. 


42, The full sum of 15,0002. available for the ordinary Adminis- 
trative Services of the year wasexpended. The actual expenditure 
is classified and compared as follows with that of previous 
years :— 


Head of Expenditure. | 1888-89, | 1889-90. | 1890-91. | 1891-92. | 1892-98. | 1893-94, 
Civil List Salaries - : 9.688 3300 3.200 3.500 $300 3,300 
‘Other Salaries - - . 1,796 2,381 8,476 3,559 8,707 3,479 
Vessels and Boats : - 2,747 2,564 2,938 2,998 1,600 1,808 
Allowances - - - 1,296 2,548 1,500 1,356 1,748 1,454 
Buildings and Works - : 185 1,144 979 780 872 435 
Agriculture - - - 2 137 355 335 146 203 
Mail Service - - . 445 _ _ — 450 750 
Miscellaneous” - - - 1,662 2,898 2,459 2,675 3,174 4,071 

Total - - £ 10,769 5 14,975 15,000 15,000 15,000 = 15,000 


SS. Merrie England.” 


43. During the year ending the 30th June last the “ Merrie 
England” ran 15,305 miles, and consumed 711 tons of coal, 
making an average distance of 21°5 miles for each ton of coal. 

The financial year of the steamer ends with the 3lst March. 
The gross total expenditure for the twelve months was 7,643/. 11s. 
2d. Of this, 1,312/. 13s. 3d. was met by refunds and earnings, 
leaving a net expenditure of 63307. 17s. 1ld. The Imperial 
Government provided 4,000/. and the three contributing Colonies 
1,000/- each for the steamer’s maintenance. 

The steam launch was eondemned during the year, and was 
sold for 20/. The purchase of another one was delayed in the 
hope of being able to obtain a new launch advantegeously ; and 
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the balancé available for this purpose will, it is hoped, be carried 
forward with this object. It amounts to 5441. 1s. 7d. 


PRISONS. 


44, In the Western Division thirty-four prisoners were on the 
register during the year; of these nineteen remained at the end 
of June. Eight long-sentenced prisoners were sent west to assist 
in planting food and in working at the station. Some of these 
were men that would probably try to escape from other prisons, 
but who could not get home from Daru. 

Sixteen prisoners were received into the Rigo gaol on sentences 
imposed under Native Regulations. 

At the close of the year there were 100 prisoners in the two 
chief gaols of the Possession; all except one were at Samarai 
employed on swamp reclamation. In consideration of the 
unhealthy nature of the work, some addition to the ordinary ration is 
made while the men are at swamp work. It is gratifying to be able 
to record that no European was included in the above figures. The 
average on the sick list has been from about two to four per centum. 
There were two deaths, one an old man who was long ailing, and 
another by a fall from a cocoanut tree. No serious prison offences 
were committed. In addition to the ordinary warders there has 
been a prison guard of four or five of the armed constabulary. 

The conduct of the prisoners has varied greatly, the old 
prisoners being, in many cases, very trustworthy men. They 
several times reported the intention of newer hands to make 
their escape. In one case they informed Mr. English that a 
new man was trying to cut his leg-irons with a tomahawk; but 
before reporting this, they took the law into their own hands and 
beat him and cast him into a ditch for bringing discredit on the 
prisoners. ‘Two prisoners reported at the Mekeo Station the 
preparations being made by a third one to effect his escape. In 
doubtful cases the prisoner is sent to the prison furthest from his 
home. 


Mission Work. 


45. The Wesleyan Mission has made very marked progress 
during the year. The Gospel of Mark has been translated by the 
Rev. Mr. Fellowes into the Panaietti language, and is already in 
print ‘There is a good school on that island. The teachers will 
find the natives of Misima very stiff-necked, but they have already 
made some progress there. The effect of difficulty and obstruction 
on the members of this mission is simply to call forth greater 
effort. This quality will be in requisition before Misima is 
Christianised. ‘The Louisiade mission district will sooner or 
later tind itself obliged to grow its own food, for it cannot always 
purchase it in that neighbourhood at any price. , 

At Dobu, also, extraordinary results have been achieved. 
Mrs. Bromilow and the two lay Sisters have taught with great 
industry and perseverance, and with remarkable success. They 
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have already a sewing class that could hold its own with that of 
any ordinary European village. They were strengthened. by the 


addition of a trained nurse sister. This is a new effort in. 


aboriginal missions in this part of the world—one that shows very 
clearly the progressive character of the mission and the thoroughness 
with which their work is prosecuted. There is good reason for 
believing that this new move will be crowned with success. Mr. 
Bromilow has acted so far in his own district on the principle of 
concentration, keeping his teachers so near that they are never 
beyond supervision. In this way less ground is occupied ;_ but 
the work accomplished is much more searching, and a relatively 
much greater amount of teaching is done by each man, as it is 
incumbent on them to hold services in circles of villages round 
their stations, 

The way has been cleared for opening a mission on the important 
and populous island of Kiriwina, 

Circumstances did not admit of a personal inspection of the 
work of the Kev. Mr. Field, in the Engineer Group; but 


opportunities were not wanting of seeing its beneficial results 
on natives met with. 


46. The Anglican mission on the north-east coast still retains 
its initiatory character. ‘The Rev. Mr. King has had no missionary 
assistance, and under the circumstances has done all he could in 
his isolated position, This report shows elsewhere very clearly 
that there are great and populous districts in the large area that 
has been set apart as the field of this mission. The fine rivers 
traversing it from the yreat central range of mountains afford 
ready access to numerous communities of special promise and 
interest ; but the resources of the mission seem to be totally 
inadequate for dealing with these. Mr. King has mastered the 
language of the people near him; he is well acquainted with the 
habits and peculiarities of the natives he comes into contact with ; 
and by teaching in church and school, and by the example of his 
own life, he has greatly influenced those within his reach. His 
position is not an enviable one, at the head of a mission provided 
with an excellert headquarters, capable of accommodating the 
necessary staff, with an excellent vessel and good boats, with a 
unique mission field, and practically without a staff. Mr. King 
requires half-a-dozen European missionaries and at least two 
score of coloured teachers. The field can never be occupied 
without the latter, and they cannot be set to work until they are 
trained. It does not appear that this training has been commenced, 
or the men even obtained. Mr. King has scholars now, natives 
of the district, but not a few years must elapse before they can 
undertake teaching. He found in them the raw material of the 
savage, and it requires long and patient labour to convert those 
into Christian teachers. It is understood that efforts will be put 
forth shortly to strengthen this mission. Clearly something must 
be done ere long for the thousands of natives on the north-east 


coast. That more has not been done is clearly not the fault of 
Mr. King. 
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47. A considerable amount of new ground was occupied by the 
London Missionary Society’s Station at Kwato. The Rev. Mr. 
Abel is encouraging some of the young men in his district to form 
industrial settlements for the cultivation of cotton and such like 
commodities, an attempt that deserves every encouragement the 
Government can give to it. 

During the year the Rev. Mr. Pearse saw finished at his head- 
quarters the best and handsomest church in the Possession. Even 
the building itself, mainly the production of the natives of the 
village, makes an impression on the people. His school and Mrs. 
Pearse’s class. maintain their high standard. The uncommon 
excellence of the village choirs in this district is very remarkable. 
Some Papuan teachers are doing good work there. 

The Rev. Mr. Lawes has in hand the formation of a large 
central college, situated some thirty miles east of Port Moresby. 
This has a sufficient area of planting land connected with it to 
supply the necessary labour for keeping the students in good 
health and in touch with field work and native food. It is 
intended that young men trained in the several districts shall have 
atwo or three last years’ study at this establishment. It will 
have the public advantage of all teachers of this mission being able 
to speak one common language, Motuan. This is appreciated 
after passing out of the Wesleyan district where some of the 
teachers only speak Samoan or Tongan and the dialect in use at 
their own stations. The Rev. Mr. Dauncey is completing a 
permanent residence at Delena, some sixty miles west of Port 
Moresby. ‘This will provide in future for the indispensable 
supervision and personal inspection required over the work of the 
teachers in that district. 

It will be seen from Mr. Hely’s report that mission work has 
not made so much progress in the West as could be desired. 
‘Taking into account the isolated position of the teachers, the 
numerous lawless and boisterous population they have had to live 
among, the work effected as far west as Orokolo has been 
surprisingly good. To thoroughly supervise and inspect the whole 
of the immense district intrusted to the Rev, Mr. Chalmers is 
greatly beyond the power of any one man. Clearly this want of 
constant supervision must of necessity have in its train a certain 
amount of inefficiency. The result of laborious toil and of a long 
tale of years of exposure to many vicissitudes told at last on the 
health of Mr. Chalmers and made it impossible for him to pay so 
many visits to his teachers as would otherwise have been the case, 
In previous reports attention has been called to the semi-nomadic 
character of the tribes on the Fly River. This is a real difficulty, 
probably connected with the swampy nature of the country they 
occupy, anc it is to be feared that it will seriously interfere with 
mission work. There is no dislike to teachers among the people, 
but they do not choose to break their old semi-migratory habits, 

48, The Sacred Heart Mission received a considerable accession 
of strength during the year, and, as a consequence of this, several 
new stations are being opened. The Rev, Dr Ginocchi, the 
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resident head of the mission, combines industrial teaching with 
religious and secular education. In connection with each station 
there will be sufficient land to grow the food required and to 
plant some economic product. The remarkably successful work 
of the Rev. Father Vitali has steadily progressed in the large 
Tnawi tribe, and has not been without effect on neighbouring 
communities. He has several new missionaries of much promise 
near him now. 


49. It seems that the time will soon come when a special effort 
will have to be made, more especially by the London Missionary 
Society, for work further inland. There are numerous great 
centres of native population towards the spurs of the central chain 
of mountains that are totally unprovided with teachers. Some of 
them are known to the Government, but many are not. It is very 
doubtful that these can ever be taught until European missionaries 
are stationed there permanently to train up inland natives to teach 
their own people. It may be possible for the missionaries and 
teachers of the Wesleyan Mission to be all stationed on or near 
the sea, because their islands are not of large size; but it is quite 
impossible that the other three missions can work their districts 
without having European missionaries stationed inland. The 
Anglican Mission has not reached the stage of development that 
raises the question, but it is quite otherwise with the London 
Missionary Society and the Sacred Heart. The central college, to 
be conducted by Mr. Lawes, is happily placed for tapping the 
inland country at that particular place; but even that will not be 
able, in all probability, to reach the most inland tribes there. 
At present all the missionaries of the Society are on the coast, and, 
as « matter of fact, several more are required there; but, in 
addition to those, a large number will be needed inland before the 
numerous tribes there are provided with a permanent system of 
teaching. The Sacred Heart Mission is pushing steadily towards 
the interior, and will soon meet the first hill tribes. Their stations 
now extend as far inward as the Government station, and sites 
have been acquired in villages to the foot of the Mekeo Range, 
but many tribes are already known to the Government several 
days’ journey beyond that. 

So far the colony has been very fortunate in the high character 
of its European missionaries. In no country have the ministers of 
so many different missions worked with greater harmony. This 
spirit of mutual respect and of sympathy was happily initiated by 
the late Bishop Verjus and the Rev. Messrs. Lawes and Chalmers, 
and it has only become stronger with time and an increased number 
of workers. 


ScrenTIFIC Reports. 
50. These may be briefly noticed here. Mr. De Vis has had 
a heavy task in examining the large number of birds recently 
submitted to him. This work, and the arrangement and 
classification of the 6,500 objects in the ethnological collection o+ 
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British New Guinea now in the Queensland Museum, he has 
carried out with his usual enthusiasm. ‘The official collection of 
birds is now one of great value. The brief enumeration of the 
ethnological collection will show clearly that a careful study of it 
would be interesting and instructive. A large and fine collection 
of insects has not yet been examined, as it is quite impossible for 
Mr. De Vis to give all his time to New Guinea collections. 


51. The different reports furnished by Mr. Jack and Mr. Rands 
cover a great variety of geological specimens. ‘The most interesting 
of these are the analyses of coal from the Purari River, and the 
gold-bearing sand from the Angabunga River. Both require 
much further investigation on the ground, but they are each of 80 
much promise as to stimulate closer examination at the earliest 
possible date. Of special interest, too, is the study of the stone 
from the Murua quarry, so greatly prized for the stone axe of the 
native. Some fossils, the determination of which is of considerable 
interest, are still under examination. 


52. Some botanical collections have again been submitted to 
the veteran scientist, Baron Sir Ferdinand von Mueller. He has 
found several noteworthy novelties. 


53. Mr. C. Hedley has furnished a brief report on the land 
shells examined by him, in which he mentions several that are new 
and of special scientific value to the naturalist. 


METEOROLOGY 


54. The only complete meteorological returns for a year that 
have reached me are supplied by Mr. Ernst Kennedy, of the 
Anglican Mission. These cover the year from the beginning of 
February, 1892, to the end of January, 1893, and are tor Dogura, 
Bartle Bay, on the north-east coast. The rainfall was, in round 
numbers, 80 inches ; rain fell on 189 days. The highest monthly 
maximum temperature was, for May, 92 degrees ; the lowest is 
noted for August, at 67 degrees. At Taupota, on the north-east 
coast, 25 inches of rain fell from August to December, 1893, and 
about 17 inches fell during the same period at Wedau. 

Returns from the Rev. Father Vitali, at Inawi, for the six 
months ending with June, 1854, give the following results for the 


half-year :— 


—— | Rainfall. — Mean Temperature. 


a 


January 


- . 3:03 inches January - - 724 degrees. 
February - ° 5:04 sy, February - - ae 
March - ~ 1°53 yy March - - 725 ey 
April - - - 180) Gs April - “ 79% = 
May = = - 52k » May a i a 724 ” 
June - - 157)» June- + - 72e 


Rain fell on 77 days. 
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GENERAL. 


55. The usual annual visit of the Administrator to Brisbane 
for the despatch of business was dispensed with this year, as the 
time could ill be spared from local work. 


56. The opening of a port of entry at Daru became necessary 
on several grounds. It possesses the only harbour known at 
present in the Possession west of Ravao. 

Of the large number of boats engaged in the Torres Straits 
fishery some were always coming into contact with the west end 
of the Possession, landing for wood and water, &c. Then the 
Jabour law was so modified as to permit of western men being 
employed in boats located in British New Guinea and fishing in 
the Straits. This naturally increased the already frequent 
communication between the islands and the Possession. Native 
boats were also in the habit of coming to the Fly River to 
purchase sago for Murray Island, Darnley, &c. The great danger 
that this irregular kind of communication caused was that of the 
introduction of serious contagious diseases into the Possession. 
This danger can be at least reduced by making Daru a port of 
entry, and requiring all boats entering the Possession in the west 
to go by way of Daru, when quarantine can, if necessary, be imposed. 
A proposal was also under consideration for an alteration 
of the boundary between Queensland and British New Guinea, 
which will give increased importance to the west end of the 
Possession, and make the Daru port of more use than it is now. 
There are now three ports of entry in the Possession—at Daru, 
Port Moresby, and Samarai. It does not seem likely that under 
present conditions any more will be required. 

The employment of western men in fishing vessels appears so 
far to be successful. ‘They have a natural aptitude for work 
afloat. No case of unfair treatment has been reported, and they 
are well spoken of by their employers. There are a large number 
of foreigners participating in that fishery. It is not intended 
that they should be allowed, unless in exceptional cases, to engage 
natives of New Guinea, at all events not for the present. Some 
130 men have been engayved before the Resident Magistrate, 


the great majority of them for boat-work. Their wages are 
generally 10s. a month. 


57. The Armed Constabulary now contains only four men not 
Papuans. The foreigners are Solomon Islanders that joined the 
force during the year. Of those brought from Fiji, all save one— 
the sergeant for the Western Division— have left the constabulary, 
at or soon after the expiration of their term. Nearly’all have 
married Papuan women, and all have decided to settle in the 
country. Each man has received, in lieu of a return passage to 
Fiji, a Crown grant for ten acres of land, free of all expense, 
Besides the western sergeant, two others are in Government 
employ. There is no more important educational establishment 
in the Possession than that of the constabulary. A considerable 
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number of young men are passed through it, and each of them 
leaves with broader views and a gvee43~’ =:proved moral status— 
looked at from the European point of view. It has, however, 
been very unfortunate that the Commandant has been so 
frequently changed, a circumstance that has greatly affected 
training and discipline. But, in spite of that, the constabulary 
has done a great amount of good as a teaching institution. It is 
the most effective means in operation for the distribution of a 
common tongue over a wide area of country. ‘The languages of 
the constabulary are principally English and Motuan. The latter 
tongue is more easily acquired than the former, and it has been 
carried by retired constables to numerous places where it had never 
before been heard of. Fortunately the same language will be also 
broadly diffused from Mr. Lawes’ Central College. The rate at 
which men are passed through the force is, however, undesirably 
great, entailing much work on the officers of the force by the never- 
ending work of training the new men. The love of the Papuan 
for his own home is so intense that he is drawn towards it by 
irresistible attraction. Men that can resist that feeling are, on 
account of their superior knowledge, character, and experience, 
offered higher wages by traders and others. The fixed rate of pay in 
the force is 10s, month for the first year, and 12, a month 
afterwards. 


58. The important system of village constables has been 
steadily and carefully developed. It is, of course, only in its 
infancy yet, for it must eventually form a network over the entire 
colony. The importance of this establishment may be seen at 
once from the short table given below, prepared by Mr. Hely for 
his own district; it gives also the distribution of teachers and 
chiefs in the same place :— 


Village. Chiefs. Police. Teachers. 


i) 

o 
5 
B 

~ 


Mawatta 
Turi Turi 
Masingara 
Kunini 
Gasira 
Parama 
Tasa - 
Saguane 
Ipisia 
Wiorubi 
Sumai 


Auti 


—_ 
ae 
rc) 
Es 
32] 
a) 
Vw 
=> 


worked by Turi Turi police), 


(no fixed population), 


a» 


Peo tea 2 


mtr | Esa 


| 


: ro ror | | mrot | prone 


> 
a 


an ae naeeatataai ———+ 


The number of village constables in the Central District already 
amounts to 50 men. The system has not been so successfully 
worked in the East and South Divisions, but even there they have 
been very useful, 


COLONIAL REPORTS.—ANNUAL. 95 


The Reverend Mr. Bromilow speaks well of the Dobu police ; 
and the five men of the village force in the Louisiades are all very 
serviceable, 

Lhe number of village constables at present on the roll is about 
four score. They receive each, as a rule, 11. a year and two suits 
of uniform that cost about 6s. each. Of course they require close 
and constant watching from magistrates and Government Agents. 
Not a few of them are men that have been in the constabulary or 
in prison, and the latter are quite as trustworthy as the former. 
The village constable and the teacher are complementary of each 
other ; but the village police force promises to grow the faster. 


59. Speaking generally, there was very satisfactory progress 
made during the year among the majority of coast tribes. A 
considerable number of inland tribes were also brought under 
influence, and in some cases under control. But the great 
trouble of the period is now the descent of unknown, or of little 
known, hill tribes on the coast people. This is a great difficulty, 
and one that, unfortunately, will not cease for some years. As 
some of these tribes are heard of for the tirst time only after one 
of these incursions, it is, of course, impossible to guard against 
their descent. The only way to deal with this is to visit the 
inland tribes, but that takes much time. As it is impossible to 
walk across the hilly country from end to end—that is from east to 
west—the plan is being acted upon of sending parties inland from 
the coast at selected points. In this way Mr. Guise and Mr, Armit 
went inland to Mane&o from the north-east'coast ; Mr. Armit went 
to the highlands of Goodenough Island, and Mr. Armit also went 
inland from Mairu. Last year Mr. Lawes and Mr. English went 
inland to Tupelam, &c., in the Central District ; and Mr. Kowald 
went right into the heart of the Mekeo Range. As many 
expeditiona of this kind as possible must be undertaken during the 
next two or three years, for the settled tribes will never have peace 
and rest in certain districts until the hillmen behind them are 
brought more or less under control. It is much to be regretted that 
the funds at disposal cannot be manipulated to increase the staff that 
might be made available for this work; but it does not appear 
possible to employ more officers on the means at present at 
command, 


60. The consent of the three contributing Colonies will be asked 
to expend during the next three or four years the unemployed 
balance of 1,300/. not used during the first year of the Adminis- 
tration. That sum, if spread over the term of the ten years still 
unexpired, would permit of the employment during that period of 
two additional Government Agents, one of whom is urgently 
required for Kiriwina and the D’Entrecasteaux Groups. 


61. Sketch maps* representing a large amount of labour wil! 
be found appended. In this much valuable aid was rendered by: 
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ee the Commander of the “Merrie England,” Mr. M. A. Jones. 

1393-4, Without the enthusiastic assistance of Mr. McDowall, Surveyor- 

— General of Queensland, these could not have appeared in this 

Report. 

62. As in previous years, every possibie assistance was rendered. 

to the Possession by the (Government of Queensland, a 

circumstance that much facilitates and strengthens the work of 
administration. 

I have, &c. 


His Excellency Wm. Macerecor. 
Sir Henry Wylie Norman, G.C.B., G.C.M.G., C.L.E., &e.. 
Governor of Queensland. 
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The following, among other, Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial 
Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained for a few pence from 
the sources indicated on the title page :-— 


ANNUAL. 
No. Colony. Year. 
83 | Barbados - - - 7 -| 1892 
84 | St. Vincent - - - - - Hy 
85 | Hong Kong - - - “ 2 * 
86 St. Lucia - - « a 2 te “ 
87 Falkland Islands - « . “ <i = 
88 Gold Coast - - rr ~ “ @ 
89 | Basutoland - - “ “ - | 1892~—93 
90 | Ceylon - - = - B = 1892 
91 Zululand - = « - z " i 
92 Mauritius - - ~ “ n a % 
93 Labuan - - s in * - s 
94 British Honduras - - ° - _ a 
95 | Lagos - - - - - - _ 
96 Sierra Leone - es 7 é = << 
97 | Fiji 2 - si ‘ e 2 3 
98 | Rodrigues - - - - . = * 
99 St. Helena - . - % ‘ 2 
100 | British Bechuanaland - a - | 1892-93 
101 British Guiana ss - - - nr Mm 
102 | Newfoundland’ - - ‘ - -| 189% 
103 | Jamaica - - ° 3 - | 1892-93 
104 | Victoria - - - - 4 -| 1892 
105 | Bermuda - - - « - - |. 1893 
106 | Gambia - - . =. 5 e; ys 
107 | Hong Kong - - . . 4 <3 
108 St. Vincent s Z <i . y i 
109 Gibraltar - . - * m a ss 
110 Bahamas - - ~ - “ 3 
111 Turks and Caicos Islands - “ “ . . 
112 Leeward Islands - . ~ « - i 
113 Barbados - a - P. . " _ 
114 Malta - - Pe ra : ‘ *. 
115 Zululand - - . 2 J cf is 
116 | British Honduras - . - - ° a 
117 Trinidad and Tobago - - - e J 
118 | Falkland Islands’ - - - =o 2 i. 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
No. Colony. Subject. 
1 Gold Coast - - | Economic Agriculture. 
2 Zululand - - - | Forests. 


3 | Sierra Leone = - - | Geology and Botany. 
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RODRIGUES. 


(For Report for 1892, see Colonial Report [Annual] No. 98.) 


The MagisTRATE, RODRIGUES, to the COLONIAL SECRETARY. 


Rodrigues Magistracy, 
SIR, April 17, 1894. 
I HAVE the honour to transmit, herewith, the Annual 
Report on the Rodrigues Blue Book for the year 1893. 


I have, &e. 
(Signed) B. H. Corry, 
The Honourable the Colonial Secretary. Magistrate. 


Report on the RopriguEs Buue Book for the Year 1893. 


TAXATION, 


During the year 1893 no change was made in the taxation of 
this Dependency. 


REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE. 


The revenue of 1893 (exclusive of Customs and Rs. 
sums collected in Mauritius) amounted to - 5131.06 

And the revenue of 1892 to. - - - 7002.10 

Showing a decrease of - - - Rs.1871.04 


The principal heads of revenue were land-rent, pasturage fees, 
dog tax, licenses, forest produce, fines and sales of crown land. 
I 83530. Wt. 20348. 
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Rovareues. The expenditure of 1893 under estimates and 
dikes special votes (not including payments made 
Ce in Mauritius) and matters of account Rs. 
amounted to - - - - 22,600.74 
And the expenditure of 1892 to - - 25,541.62 
Showing a decrease of - ~ - 2,940.88 


The ratio of the revenue to the population in 1893 was Rs. 2.19% 
per head, and that of the expenditure Rs, 9.78 and a fraction per 
head. 


The difference in the expenditure is partly due to the erection 
of new buildings in 1892. 


The difference in the revenue is partly due to the fact that in 
December 1892, some person lent money to the inhabitants to 
pay the taxes due by them and he was refuaded of his advances 
in 1893, and partly to the drought that prevailed in 1893. 


Exports AND IMPORTS. 


Exclusive of specie the value of the exports Rs. 
during the year 1893 was - - - 94,972.30 
and during 1892 - ~ . - 71,366.38 
showing an increase of - - - Rs. 23,605.92 


The value of the imports during the year 1892 


amounted to - - - - - 118,164.89 
and during the year 1893 to ~ - - 107,002.25 
showing a decrease of - - > - Rs. 11,162.64 


The ratio of exports per head was in 1893 Rs. 40.90 and in 
1892, Rs. 32.29. 


The ratio of imports per head was in 1892, Rs. 52.78 and in 
1893, Rs. 45.88. 


SHIPPING. 


The number of ships which arrived at Rodrigues was 18 in 1892 
and 21 in 1893. 


The subsidy for postal communication during those two years 
between Rodrigues and Mauritius was paid in Mauritius. 
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PoruLATION AND VITAL STATISTICS. 


The population in 1892 was 2,210 and on the 31st of December 
1893 the number of inhabitants was 2,532. 


The number of declarations of births in 1893 was - 128 


The number of deaths was - - - 30 
The number of arrivals was - - - 142 
The number of departures was” - - - 128 


The declarations of births show a decrease of two when 
compared to those made in 1892, the deaths. an increase of 
seven, 

There were two still-births in 1892 and one in 1893. 

In 1892 20 marriages were celebrated and 19 in 1893. 


There was in 1892 one marriage in “ articulo mortis” and none 
in 1893, 


EpucaATION 


There are only two schools at Rodrigues the expenses of which 
are paid by Government, one at Port Mathurin and the other at 
St. Gabriel. 


es | 1892, | 1893. 
Port MatHurin SCHOOLS. 
Average number of pupils on roll - - 73 83 
Average number of attendances - 57 61 
St. GaBRIEL SCHOOL. 
Average number of pupils on roll - : 147 89 
Average number of attendances - - 103 50 


Books, &c., &¢., (sent from Mauritius for both schools) were 
sold to the pupil to the amount of Rs.83.90 in 1892 and Re. 90.46 
in 1893. 

The cost of both schools amounted to Rs. 3,637.92 in 1892, 
and Rs, 3501.53 including Rs. 497.50 for enlargement of Gabriel 
School in 1893. 

The annual cost to Government for each pupil inscribed in 
1893 was Rs. 20.35. 

I 83530. 
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JUDICIAL. 


The most common charges were for larceny, possession of 
stolen property, assault, trespass, disturbance, wounds and 
blows, breach of forest laws, abusive language and contraven- 
tions. 


—_— | 1892. 1893. 


CRIMINAL SIDE. 
Number of informations filed including 


applications for search-warrants - - 57 68 
Number of adjudications - - - d4 61 
Number of cases given up - - - 13 a, 
Number of persons convicted - - 41 50 
Number of persons acquitted - - 11 25 

Crviz Srpz. 
Number of cases entered = - - - 45 7i 
StreenpD1aRy SIDE. 

Number of cases’ - ‘ - - 16 12 
Number of engagements = - - - 0 3 
Number of discharges - - - 1 0 
The tctal number of cases of all jurisdictions 

was - - - - - 118 151 


Showing an increase of 33 cases in 1893 — - — — 


The Court revenue was Rs. 416.29, and the expenditure 
Rs. 123.14. 


GAOLS. 


The only prison is at Port Mathurin and can contain 20 
prisoners. There is no reformatory or place of detention for 
juvenile offenders, and no prvuper accommodation for female 
prisoners. 

Seventeen (17) persons were committed to gaol in 1893 and 
twelve (12) in 1892. 


MEDICAL, 


The hospital is no longer at Port Mathurin, having been 
removed to Mont Lubin, 
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The number of patients attended to in the public hospital was Romrisnxs. 
6 in 1892 and 47 in 1893. 1898, 


In 1892 medical advice at the dispensary both at Mont Lubin as 
and Port Mathurin was given to 2,341 patients and in 1893 to 
2,318. 


In 1892 one (1) death occurred at the hospital and three (3) 
in 1898. 


The prevailing diseases were bronchitis, broncho-pneumonia, 
pneumonia, inflammation of the throat, stomatitis, throat, liver 
complaints, enteritis, diarrhoea and dysentery, rheumatism, neuralgia, 
worms, fever, abscesses, wounds and eczema, diseases of the eyes 
and ears, and diseases common to women. 


In 1892 73 children were vaccinated and 83 in 1893. 


The receipts from in-patients amounted to Rs. 10.13 in 1893, 
and nothing in 1892. 


The total expenditure for the Medical Department of this 
Dependency amounted to Rs. 2,338.11 in 1892 and to Rs. 2,714.14 
in 1893. 


Poor Law. 


The number of paupers provided for in 1892 amounted to 19 
viz.: 15 males and 4 females, and in 1893 to 21, viz.: 16 males and 
5 females. 


Each pauper receives at the beginning of the month rice 
calculated at the rate of 500 grammes per diem, and at the end of 
the year 1 rupee and a suit of clothes. The rice and clothes 
were sent from Mauritius. 


Two bags of rice were distributed gratis to the poor. 


ECCLESIASTICAL. 


There are two Roman Catholic churches at Rodrigues, one ot 
them is supported by Government (St. Gabriel Church). ‘The 
expenditure for the Roman Catholic church ,was the same in 
1893 as in 1892, viz.: Rs. 1,999.92, the salary of the priest. 


There is no catechist nor minister of the Church of England. 


LEGISLATION. 


No special laws were enacted for this Dependency in 1893. 


REGISTRATION. 


There were 54 documents registered in 1892 and 52 in 1893, 
The revenue derived thereby was Rs.27.00 in 1892 and Rs.26 
in, 1893. 
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RODRIGUBS. 
1893, METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS. 


The Chief Officer of Police tuok daily observations which have 
been transmitted to the Director of the Royal Alfred Observatory 
in Mauritius. 


N. Ther. N. Bar. 

F. . 
1. Highest temp, (indoors) 1.1.93, 3 p.m, 90°06 307190 
2. Lowest temp. (indoors) 17.7.93, 9 a.m. 68:07 30°285 


3. The heaviest rainfall in 24 hours was on the 25.1.93, and 
gave 4 inches and 16 lines, 


The month of January was the month in which there were the 
heaviest rainfalls; viz., 10} in. 


No hurricane visited the island in 1893. 


Rodrigues suffered from a very severe drought which lasted 
from September to the 20th of December, when there began to be 
some rain. 


The Chief Officer of Police received Rs.183 in 1892 and 
Rs.182.50 in 1893 for taking these observations. 


FOREST AND Crown LANDs, 


— | 1892. | 1893. 


The land rented by cultivators at Rs.2 per 
acre amounted to - - - - 543 545 
among which are included 4 acres leased 
at R.1 per acre, and 2 acres let to Mr. L. A. 
Viger for a “saline” at a nominal rent 


of R. 0.25. 
The fishing posts numbered - - 33 
Rs. 
and fetched : - - " 160 
The islands were let for - - = 64.02 
The town lots obtained - - 30 


including in 1893 the arrears of 1891 and 

1892, amounting to Rs. 10. 
The number of Lessees was - - - 291 
The Revenue actually received under the 

heading of land rent, including islands, town 

lots, fishing posts, and other land leased by 

Government, including the arrears for Rs. 

1891 and 1892 did amount to - - - 1,535.31 
The pasturage dues (not including the sums 

paid by Mr. J. Martin in Mauritius) but in- 

cluding Rs.150 for arrears of 1892 amounted 

tata 2 G * 3 - 1,381.15 
The amount derived from Forest produce 

amounted to - - - - 240.00 
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GENERAL REMARKS. 


The crop of beans, the main produce of the island, has been 
very bad: about three-fifths of last year’s crop which was not 
good. ‘The Dependency has besides greatly suffered from a very 
severe drought. 

The consequence is that taxes have been only partly paid and 
this with the greatest difficulty. 

The new hospital at Mont Lubin has been completed according 
to the contract passed with my predecessor. 

Mr. Viger has prepared some salt which is very fine. 

Tobacco is getting quite a favourite, and as it grows here very 
well and has a very fine flavour, though badly prepared, I venture 
to foretell that this plant shall soon be a source of riches to this 
island. 

Many of the buildings still want repairs but workmen here are 
not always obtainable. 

The island was favoured with a visit of his Excellency the 
Governor of Mauritius and the inhabitants were highly pleased 
and honoured thereby. 

The Government Engineer arrived in Rodrigues in October 
and marked out the site of the new road. He has also indicated 
the spot where the water of Port Mathurin River is to be 
dammed. 

The Government Surveyor is still in Rodrigues surveying the 
numerous lots ef Crown land which the inhabitants wish to 
purchase. He has also found out that in dry weather the river 
supplies Port Mathurin with over 52,000 litres of water and in 
October, when it had not been raining for nearly one month, it 
yielded over 28,000 litres in 24 hours. 

Water supply in Port Mathurin would prove a boon to the 
inhabitants. 

Yves JOLLIVET, 
Acting Magistrate of Rodrigues. 
March 24, 1894, 
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90 | Ceylon - - » . : -{ 1892 
91 Zululand - - ~ 2 - ‘ 
92 Mauritius - - bs é - <1 , 
93 | Labuan - - - - - x be 
94. | British Honduras - - - a 4 a 
95 | Lagos ~ - - - _ ~ ss 
96 | Sierra Leone ~ - . s mA 
97 Fiji . - “ 7 a : ss 
98 | Rodrigues - - ‘ . P ‘ s 
99 | St. Helena- . wi a" ud a 

100 | British Gashuanddwad - e s J 

101 British Guiana o . = ‘ a 

102 | Newfoundland - . : ™- 

103 | Jamaica - - - = a : 

104 | Victoria - - - m . : 

105 Bermuda - - w “ am 2 

106 Gambia - - = = * ay 

107 | Hong Kong ° - - - rf 

108 | St. Vincent - = . . : 

109 | Gibraltar - - - . P 

110 Bahamas - . . = e 

111 | Turks and Caicos ideas - . - S 

112 | Leeward Islands - - a - a 

113 Barbados - . « i = * 

114 Malta - - - = ~ a 

115 Zululand - . " = ne = 

116 British Honduras - - - = Z 

117 Trinidad and Tobago « «i a 

118 | Falkland Islands - . < ‘i n 

119 Rodrigues - - - 2 . ae 

120 Mauritius - 7” - z * 

121 Straits Sefilawenis: e a . 

122 Labuan - - - a < 3 

123 | Basutoland - . - é * 

124 St. Lucia - . ° = a 2 

MISCELLANEOUS. 
No. Colony. Subject. 
1 | Gold Coast - - | Economic Agriculture. 
2 Zululand - - - | Forests. 


3 | Sierra Leone - - | Geology and Botany. 
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No. 125. wie eee 


ST. HELENA. 


(For Report for 1892, see Colonial Report (Annual) No. 99.] 


Governor Grey WILSON to the MargQuzss or Ripon. 


The Castle, St. Helena, 
My Lorp, September 20, 1894. 
I HAVE the honour to transmit the Blue Book of this 
Island for the year 1893. 


2. It is with feelings of no little pleasure that I invite your 
Lordship’s attention to the very substantial financial improvement 
of the year, an improvement which, even if (as there is much 
reason to fear) it is only evanescent, yet, following upon the very 
much smaller one of 1892, is not without encouragement, and has 
given me substantial relief from the more pressing anxieties and 
perplexities which have continuously diminished the efforts that 
should have been directed to the solution of many pressing social 
and economic questions. It is a hopeful feature of the present 
time that there are men of position who are eager to discover means 
to help the Island by the introduction of some sound industry. 
I have always strongly discouraged the belief that the Government 
would originate and finance any undertaking with that object ; 
but at the same time I have endeavoured to stimulate enterprize 
with the assurance that I would do everything in my power to 
secure the co-operation of the Government in any well digested 
scheme adequately supported by a fair proportion of the 
inhabitants. 


Revenue and Expenditure. 


3. The Revenue was 8,546/. (855/. more than in 1892, and 1021. 
less than the average of the past five years) and the expenditure 
7.6371. (1,2012. less than the average of the last five years). After 
providing for the expenditure of the year, there remained, there- 
fore, the substantial surplus of 909/., which has more than 
extinguished the deficits of previous years, 

I 84640. Wt. 20348. 
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4. To elucidate the cause of this improvement is by no means 
easy. It is universally contended that trade has not improved ; 
the number of ships calling has continued to decline ; no industry 
has been started; and the visits paid by men of war have been 
few and of short duration. The Supervisor of Customs accounts 
for the improvement in the revenue from Customs (the only 
appreciable one) by greatly increased importations from America, 
due to the competition of rival schooners bringing produce on 
speculation, and to the over importation of British goods by Jocal 
merchants. Both these causes will, in his opinion, seriously affect 
the Customs revenue in 1894, the market being glutted in respect 
of several staple imports ; but, as will be seen under the head of 
Imports and Exports, a very great part of the increased Customs 
revenue is derived from spirits and wines, and, as these are only 
cleared from bond as required, the importations of 1893 cannot 
affect the revenue of 1894 under those heads. 


5. I confess that I could wish to offer to your Lordship some 
explanation more satisfying to my mind than is that of the 
Supervisor of Customs, which, while doubless accounting in a 
measure for the result, leaves the main cause of the increase 
involved in great obscurity. I cannot avoid reaching the 
conclusion that there has been a real improvement in the condition 
of the masses, resulting from the emigration of the last few years, 
which was unusually heavy in 1893. The result of this has been 
the hardening of wages and the transference, at least for the time 
being, of a considerable number of persons from the nen-wage 
earning, and consequently non-revenue-producing, class, to that 
of contributors to the revenue by means of the remittances made 
by absentees to their families on the Island. 


6. The bulk of the revenue is derived from “ Customs,” which 
includes not only the specific and only genuine Customs duties 
upon wine, spirits, and tobacco, but also the receipts from the 
sale of water and from a wharfage charge upon all goods for the 
use of the Government crane and wharf. 


7. The increase in the Customs was nearly 7001. (4,352. to 
5,046), and to this must be added an increase of 60/. under 
Licences and Taxes and a substantial increase of 50/. on the then 
highest recorded Post Office revenue of 1892 (912/. to 9622) 


Tazation. 


_ 8. No fiscal alterations having taken place, the taxation per 
head of population, inclusive of Poor and other rates, rose from 
ll. 3s. Od. in 1891 to 12. 5s..7d. in 1892, and 1/. 10s. Od. in 1893. 
The nominal rise of 1892 was due to the increase of the garrison in 
that year, and to the presence of a greater number of war vessels ; 
but neither of these causes will suffice to account for the rise in 
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1893, and I think it must, in conjunction with the improved 5% 


revenue from licences, be taken to indicate in a measure greater 
prosperity. 


Local Bodies. 


9. As the ratepayers did not exercise their power of electing a 
Health Board, I appointed instead, as I am empowered to do, a 
Sanitary Inspector to carry out all the duties, and exercise all the 
powers, of such Board. 


Debt. 


10. The loan of 5,158/., granted by the Imperial Parliament to 
the Island in 1872, remains unchanged. 


Assets and Liabilities. 


11. Excluding that debt, the assets of the Colony at the close of 
the year were 11,600/., and the liabilities, 11,2682, showing a 
favourable balance of 332/.,in place of the deficit of 604i. at 
the end of 1892. 


Military. 
12. The garrison consisted of 197 officers and men, as against 
210 in the previous year. 


Legislation. 


13. Four Ordinances were passed during the year. Numbers 2 
and 4 are Supply Ordinances. Number 1, “An Ordinance to 
Simplify Conveyancing and Titles to Land,” affords simple, 
inexpensive, and _ easily understood, procedure for the sale, 
purcbase, and mortgage of real esate, the obtaining of sound 
titles in substitution for valueless or lost ones, and the registration 
of the very short deeds prescribed. No. 3, “An Ordinance io 
provide greater Security against fire,” provides for the payment, 
by arate, of any loss or damage sustained by the Imperial Govern- 
ment or Troops in combating a fire. As the Colony does not 
possess a fire engine, the arrangement is a very satisfactory one for 
the inhabitants, who obtain the services of the Imperial Troops, 
engines, and appliances, for a purely nominal payment. 


Civil Establishment. 


14. The office of Harbour Master, which had been vacant during 
1892, was filled by the appointment of Commander W. Hewetson, 
R.N. (who landed on the 15th April) who is also Naval Agent 


I 84640. 
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for the Admiralty and Treasurer of the Island. Miss Rose Aimée 
Blennerhassett was appointed as Lady Nurse Superintendent 
of the Colonial Hospital, and arrived in the Colony on the 
19th December. 


Population. 


15. The population at the close of the year was 3,814, 
approximately, a decrease of about 300. 


Education. 


16. There are nine elementary schools, four of which give free 
education, while five charge a fee of one penny a week. The four 
free education schools, with four teachers, have only 194 scholars 
upon the rolls ; while the five schools charging a fee of one penvy 
a week, with seven teachers, have 463 scholars upon the rolls, 
or a total of 657 day scholars. In previous years, the rolls of the | 
night schools, Sunday schools, and the Military adult school, have 
been counted iu the general total; and, if this be done, there isa 
slight increase as compared with 1892 (829 to 838). 


17. Three fee-payiog and one free school are maintained by 
the Government; three free schools. are supported from the 
proceeds of a fund provided by the late Miss Rebecca Hussey ; 
and only two schools, belonging to the Benevolent Society, are in 
any way assisted by local contributors. The total amount of the 
subscriptions to these two last in 1893 was only 152 4s. Od. 
Fortunately, they possess invested funds and property, the result 
of byegone liberality, to the value of 1,945/.; but their maintenance 
+s a matter of serious anxiety to the committee of management. I 
trust it may not become necessary to close either of these schools, 


as the committee fear. 


Imports and Exports. 


18 The value of the Imports was 39,193/,, nearly 9,000/. more 
than in the previous year, and larger than in any year since 1886 ; 
but in this total is included 2,000/. in specie imported by the 
Imperial Government. The imports would seem to justify the 
expectation of an even greater increase in the customs revenue 


than took place. 


19. The value of the exports, including 4,055/. in specie, was 
4.9761. In addition to this, whalebone and oil to the value of 


32,2561. were transhipped in the harbour. 


873 
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20. The importation of beer showed an extraordinary increase. Sr- Bees 
The figures are :— 93. 


(meee 


— In Hogsheads. Dozen Quart Bottles. 
RE NS ee ed EOE OLS be See ee ee 
‘1891 - - - 164 212 
1892 - - 301 278 
1893 ~ - - 366 1,603 


Duty-paid wine and spirits show an almost equally surprising 
increase. ‘The figures are :— 


—_—_—_—ee—— 


eee Gallons, Spirits. Gallons, Wine. 
1891s . - 1,489 6,088 
1892 . - 1,688 6,387 
1898 = - . 2,068 7,318 
Shipping. 
21. Five hundred and sixteen vessels were sighted during the 


year, of which 199 (including 11 British and three foreign men- 
of-war) called, and 198 traded with licensed boatmen. 

The number of vessels calling and trading (392) was 20 less 
than in 1892: the number of calling vessels declined 24, and the 
number of vessels trading rose 4. 


Hospital. 


22. The health of the Island was not so satisfactory as during 
the last few years. The number of deaths was 72, as compared 
with 56 in 1892, equal to 18 per 1,000; or, excluding soldiers and 
invalid sailors landed for treatment, 16:2 per 1,000. 

There was a very unusual number of deaths of persons under 
the age of ten (31 in 1893, and only eight in 1892). This very 
great increase was due to teething, croup, and diphtheria, and apart 
from these cases the health of the Island was remarkably good. 

The total number of cases treated in the Hospital was 135, and 
the daily average 6:59; 37 of the patients treated during the 
year were sailors. 


METEOROLOGY. 
Rainfall, 


23. The year 1893, in comparison with the previous year, may 
be regarded as a fairly wet one. 
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Sr. —— _ A comparison of the registers kept at St. Matthew's Vicarage 
is98 (central), Longwood (east), and Woodlands (west), shows that the 
greatest amount of rain fell at the first station. 
The record stands as follow :— | 
St. Matthew’s Vicarage, 1,900 feet above the sea, 40°344 
inches, 
Longwood, 1,780 feet above the sea, 28-07 inches. 
Woodlands, 2,050 feet above the sea, 31°77 inches. 


It is singular to note that, although the first two stations are 
situated only a mile distant from each other, 12} inches of rain 
were recorded at the former in excess of the latter station. 

The greatest daily record was 2°38 inches at Woodlands on the 
27th of April, and then the true rainfall was not registered, as 
the bottle, which was not, unfortunately, enclosed in the usual can, 
ran over. 


Barometer. 


24. The barometric pressure shows a minimum in the beginning 
of January, and a maximum towards the middle of July, and 
between those periods the instrument remained almost quiescent. 


Temperature. 


2h. The temperature in the country ranged from 562° in Sep- 
tember to 64°6° in March, and in the town from 69° to 77° during 
the same period, showing, on the average, a difference of only 
8° between the hottest and coldest months. 

The absolute maximum temperature recorded was 87° in May at 
Woodlands, and the absolute minimum 49° in the months of August 
and September at the same station. 


Wind, 


26. The two most windy months in the year were August and 
September, during which the greatest daily force of 40 miles an 
hour, corresponding to a pressure of 8°0 Ibs. on the square foot, was 
registered. The force of 8 miles an hour, ora pressure of 5 ounces 
on the square foot was the least recorded, the average number of 


calm days being 1°4 per cent 


Post Office. 


27. The gross revenue from the Post Office was 962/., the 
largest ever recorded. The amount received from non-resident 
stamp dealers fell from 1992 to 1634. 

13,434 letters were sent from here to the United Kingdom, 
and 7,026 to other places. 
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275 parcels were received and 233 despatched, an increase of Sr. crs pee 


nearly 20 per cent. 
The Money Order business amounted to 4,0801. 


Conclusion, 


28. At the close of the year, Mr. R. A. Sterndale called atten- 
tion in England to the assistance which might be afforded to the 
Island by the development of the fisheries and the encouragement of 
bee-keeping, and I trust that this year some substantial progress 
may be made with one or both of these industries, N othing, 
however, should be attempted until the subject has been thoroughly 
and exhaustively digested, and the necessary capital is available. 
Failure would supply the pessimists with further ground for 
maintaining that relief is impossible, and that their apathy and 
hopelessness are the effect, and in no measure the cause, of the 
many failures that darken our past. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) W. Grey Witson, 


Governor. 


893. 
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No. 124. 
ST. LUCIA. 


ANNUAL REPORT FOR 1893. | 


(For Report for 1892 see Colonial Report [Annual] No. 86.) 
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The following, among other, Reports relating to Her Majesiy’s Colonial 
Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained for a few pence froin 
the sources indicated on the title page :— 


ANNUAL. 

No. Colony. Year. 

89 | Basutoland - - - - - - | 1892-93 

90 | Ceylon - - - - - - | 1892 

91 Zululand - - - - - - os 

92 | Mauritius - - - - - ~ - 

93 | Labuan - - : - - - % 

94 | British Honduras - - - “ wo os 

95 | Lagos - . - ab rk, ee ae a 

96 | Sierra Leone - - - - - ‘s 

o7 | Fi - - - - - - fe 

98 | Rodrigues - - - - - - n 

99 | St. Helena - - - - - ~ Ae 
100 | British Beehuanalan - - - - | 1892-93 
101 | British Guiana - - - - - " 
102 | Newfoundland - - - - - | 1892 
103. | Jamaica - - - - - - | 1892-93 
104 | Victoria - . - - - 1892 
105 | Bermuda - - - - - -~ | 1893 
106 | Gambia - - - - - - ” 
107 | Hong Kong - - - - - 3 
108 | St. Vincent - - - - - - ne 
109 | Gibraltar - - - - - - Be 
110 | Bahamas - - - - . - “ 
1141 | Turks and Caicos Islands’ - - - - o 
112 | Leeward Islands’ - - - > - me 
113 Barbados - - - - - - % 
114 | Malta - - - - . - a 
115 | Zululand - ~ - - - - ry 
1i6 | British Honduras - - - - - ns 
117 | Trinidad and Tobago - ° - - 2 
118 | Falkland Islands - - - - - 
119 | Rodrigues - - - - ~ - = 
120 | Mauritius - - - - - - | i. 
121 | Straits Settlements - - - - - | “S 
122 | Labuan 5 - - - - - | ra 
123 | Basutoland . “ - - - - | 1893-4 

MISCELLANEOUS. 
No. Celeny. : Subject. 
l | 
1 Gold Coast - - | Economic Agriculture. 
z Zululand - : - | Forests. 


3 | Sierra Leone - - | Geology and Botany. 
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No. 124. Sr. Lora. 
ST. LUCIA. 


[For Report for 1892 see Colonial Report (Annual) No. 86.] 


Sir CHARLES Bruce to the Marquess or RIPON. 


My L.orp, Grenada, September 6, 1894. 
I HAvE the honour to transmit a copy of the St. Lucia 
Blue Book for the year 1893, together with the Report of the 
Administrator, Surgeon Lieutenant-Colonel Gouldsbury, C.M.G. 
I have, &¢e. 
(Signed) Cuas. BRucE. 


Report on the BLUE Boox for 1893. 


Taxes, Duties, and Fees. 


With the exception of a reduction amounting to one-half in the 
fee payable by vessels for services rendered by the harbour master 
between the hours of seven o'clock p.m. and six a.m., no alteration 
was made in the rate or incidence of any tax, duty, or fee during 


the year. 


Revenue and Expenditure. 


The revenue and expenditure of the Colony for the year under 
review amounted to 51,598/. and 49,2711. res; eccively, the 
revenue exceeding the expenditure by 2,3271 This contraste 
very favourably with the financial results of the preceding year, 
which showed an excess of expenditure over revenue of no less 
a sum than 6,6371. 

The estimated revenue for 1893 was 49,7311., and the estimated 
expenditure 49,4371. 

The actual revenue exceeded the estimated revenue by 1,8672., 
whereas the actual expenditure was less than the estimated 
expenditure by 166/. 

The revenue for 1893 exceeded that for the preceding year by 
3,3010., while the expenditure fell short of that for 1892 by 
56631. | 

I 83740. Wt. 20348 
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The principal heads of révenue under which there was a cou- 
siderable increase in 1892, as compared with the previous year, are 
shown in the subjoined table. 


Heads of Revenue. Encrease in 1893. 


Customs - = - - : - aa 
Port, Harbour, and Wharf Dues ~ - - 992 
Licences, Excise, &c. - - > ~ - 1,222 
Miscellaneous - - - - - 454 


ee 


The following table shows the principal heads of expenditure 
under which there was a considerable increase or decrease in 1893 
as compared with the preceding year :— 


—_— 


Heads of Expenditure. Increase in | Decrease in 


1893. 1893. 
£ £ 
Charges on account of Public Debt - - - 893 — 
Port and Marine Department - - - — 424 
Prisons - - - - - - 281 — 
Medical - - - - - - —- 225 
Miscellaneous - - - - - = —_ 1,754 
Public Works Department - - - - ~ 516 
Public Works Recurrent - - - - — 2,342 
Public Works Extraordinary - - - - — 1,747 


The revenue and expenditure for 1893 compare as follows with 
the average yearly revenue and expenditure for the preceding five 
years, 1888-92 :-— 


Increase in 


sai hi 1893 over 
~~ 1898. Five Years piers: a 
RAGS 32: Five Years. 
£ £ £ 
Revenue - - - - 51,598 47,523 4,075 
Expenditure - - - - 49,271 48,706 565 


It will be seen that in 1893 there was a considerable increase in 
the revenue as compared with the average yearly revenue for the 
previous five years, and that, although there was also, in relation 
to a similar comparison, an increase in the expenditure in 1893, 
the increase was much smaller than that which occurred in the 
case of the revenue. 
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Assets and Liabilities, 


The following is a statement of the assets and liabilities of the 
Colony on the 31st December 1893 :— 


Assets, Liabilities. 


Cash in hand - - “ - ir Savings Bank Deposit Account - ogi 
Colonial Bank Current Account - 5,821 | Castries Town Board - - 552 
” Deposit Account - 4,500 | Towns and Villages Funds - - 1,858 
Investments on account of Savings Police and Revenue Officers’ Reward 
Bank - - - - 5,000 Fund - - - - 1,848 
gh gg F ee Ee Imperial Post Office Fund - - 103 
Fund - ~ - . - 1,504 | Post Office Money Order Account - $21 
Miscellaneous Advances : - 4,694 | Immigration Fund - 5 - 714 
Crown Agents’ Current Account - 243 | Grenada Intercolonial Account - 335 
London and Westminster Bank = - 488 | Prison Manufacturing Account - 55 


Bank of England * - - 1,686 | Public Works Loan Works Account 4,914 


t - - 6 

£23,588 Workyard Accoun 7 
fetties F . » 

Stores, Surplus Account * . 1,689 Phe verdonn ee ni 
Lands Sales Fund * 433 
£20,598 
Sinking Funds . * 2,174 
£22,772 
Surplus and Deficit Account . 25450 
£25,222 £25,222 


Public Debt. 


The public debt of the Colony at the end of the year 1893 
amounted to 159,202, and was made up as shown in the sub- 
joined statement :— 


Source from which 
Amount due | Amount of Interest and 


Debts. at end of original sas 
Year 1893. Hebi, | ene i a 
paid. 
i 
| 
£ & 
St. Lucia Central Factory Loans 29,900 40,000 General Revenue. 
Immigration Loans - - 21,500 23,000 Immigration Fund. 
Harbour of Castries Improve- 
ment Loans - - - 83,300 84,000 General Revenue. 
Public Works Loans~ - - 24,502 24,502 | Do, 
a 5 a 
£159,203 | £171,502 | 


Sr. Lucra. 
1393. 


——— 
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The sum of 1,7002. was paid off during the year by the redemp- 
tion of drawn debentures. ‘The public debt at the close of the 
year was equal to somewhat over three times the amount of the 
revenue for the year, and represented an indebtedness amounting 
to 3/, 12s. 03d. per head of the population. 


Savings Bank. 


The deposits .in the Savings Bank during the year 1893 
amounted to 7,995/., being 1,040/ in excess of deposits for the 
previous year. 

The number of depositors at the close of the year was 1,128, 
being an increase of 223 over the number of depositors at the end 
of 1892. 

The average sum per depositor was 7/. 1s. 9d. 

The withdrawals amounted to 5,887/., and the total amount to 
the credit of depositors at the close of 1893 was 9,812/. 


Municipalities and other Public Bodies. 


The town of Castries is governed by an elective Town Board 
consisting of eight members. All the other towns and the villages 
in the Colony are under the supervision and management cf Town 
Wardens, subject to, and acting under, the directions and control 
of the Governor in Council. 

The total revenue of the towns and villages for the year 1893 
amounted to 4,432/, and the expenditure to 4,093/. 

The revenue of the tewns and villages is derived chiefly from 
house-tax, the rates being levied upon the assessed annual rental, 
or value for rental, of the property. 

The rate varies from 5 per cent. in some of the villages to 
8 per cent. in others, and in the towns of Castries, Soufriere, 
and Vieuxfort. 


Military. 


The only expenditure of the Colony in respect of the troops 
was 1,794/. paid as an allowance in lieu of duty-free goods, 

The Imperial expenditure during the year for military purposes 
amounted to 35,2232. 


Public Works. 


The works carried’ out by the Public Works Department 
during the year comprised works of new construction and works 
of maintenance and repair. 

The only works of new construction executed during the year 
were the building of a Treasury strong and fire-proof room, and 
the construction of a road leading from the Morne road to the 
site of the proposed new Government House. 
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Under the head of maintenance and repairs the following is an 
enumeration of the principal works executed in 1893 :— 

General repairs of Public Buildings; upkeep and repair of 

roads and bridges, and dredging in Castries Harbour. 

In consequence of the falling off in the revenue of 1892 and 
the deficit at the close of that year, strict economies had to be 
observed in the expenditure of 1893, and no public work of 
importance was undertaken. The amount spent on the repair 
and upkeep of roads was only just sufficient to keep them 
passable. 

The amount expended on Public Works during the year was 
4,1321., of which the sum of 3,785/. was defrayed out ot general 
revenue, 140/. out of loans, and 207/. out of Town and Village 
Funds. 


Legislation. 


Fifteen Ordinances were passed by the Legislative Council 
during the year, none of which were disallowed by Her Majesty. 

Of the Ordinances passed during the year only one is of more 
than local interest, viz., “ The Bills of Exchange Ordinance, 1893.” 
This Ordinance amends the law relating to Bills of Exchange, 
Cheques, and Promissory Notes, by bringing it into line with the 
Imperial law, and so securing uniformity of law on the subject 
with the United Kingdom, and with the Colonies which have 
adopted a similar course. 


Civil Establishment. 


His Excellency Sir Walter Hely-Hutchinson, having been 
appointed Governor cf Nata] and Zululand, left for England on 
the 29th of June, and I assumed the administration of the General 
Government from the 30th June and continued to administer it 
until the arrival of Sir Charles Bruce on the 24th October. 

Mr. P. J. K. Ferguson, Attorney-General, administered the 
Government of St. Lucia during my absence at Grenada from 
the Ist to the 8th July, to which Colony I had proceeded to be 
sworn in as Administrator-in-Chief of the Windward Islands. 

Dr. C. Dennehy, Colonial Surgeon, was absent on leave for six 
weeks, during which time Dr. O. Galgey acted as Colonial 


Surgeon. 
Legislative Council. 


Mr. Battam left the Colony on three months leave of absence 
in June. 

Mr. Du Boulay was absent from the Colony from the 6th July 
to the 5th October. 

Dr. C. Dennehy, Colonial Surgeon, acted in the place of Mr. Low 
from the 14th April to 10th July. He was appointed a member 
of the Council on the 11th of July, vice Mr. Low, resigned. 

Mr. Chastanet was absent for six months, during which time 
Mr. Graf acted. 
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Mr. Reeve was absent for six months, during which time 
Mr. Cropper acted. 

Messrs. Lloyd, Chastanet, and Du Boulay were re-appointed 
members of the Council on the 9th of March. 


Pensions. 


There was no alteration in the Pension List during 1893. 


Population. 


The number of births during the year was the largest on 
record, there being a total of 2,161 births—1,110 males and 1,051 
females. The gain to the population arising out of the excess of 
births over deaths was 890, thus raising the population by natural 
increase to 44,200 at the end of 1893. 


Immigration, 


There were 730 indentured East Indian Immigrants in the 
Colony at the close of the year, of which number 554 were adults, 
395 of these being males and 159 females. 

Excluding the East Indian immigrants who arrived in the 
Colony on the 10th December 1893, the births and deaths amongst 
the indentured coolies during the year were 37 and 15 respectively, 
giving a birth-rate of 6°7 per cent., anda death-rate of 2:5 per 
cent., the birth-rate being higher, and the death-rate lower, than 
the averages for previous yeats. 


The birth and death rates amongst the indentured coolies 
compare as follows with those of the general population :— 


a 


Per-centage. 


a eee Se 


Indentured Coolies. General Population. 
Pl A SPS ge a ee Oe EE bss GREET MC.) >See a Ss eee ee 
Birth-rate - - - - 6°7 4°52 
Death-rate - 2 = 2 2°5 2°47 


It will be seen from the above statement that the birth-rate 
amongst the indentured coolies was 2°18 per cent. higher than 
that amongst the yeneral population, while the death-rate was only 
0:03 per cent. higher. . 

On the night of the 10th of December, the ship “ Volga” with 
Indian immigrants on board arrived off the port of Castries after 
a quick and sv far safe voyage from Calcutta; but, unfortunately, 
owing to keeping too close inshore the vessel went aground at the 
Vigie Point and became a total wreck. Providentially there was 
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not much wind blowing and the sea was comparatively smooth, so 
that, with the aid of tke ship’s boats and those from shore, every 
soul on board was safely landed without the occurrence of a single 
accident. 

Of the immigrants on board, 487 were for Jamaica and 156 
were for this Colony. The coolies for Jamaica remained in this 
Colony from the 10th to the 22nd December, on the afternoon of 
which latter date they were despatched for their destination in the 
ship “ Jumua.” 


Education 


With two exceptions, all the schools in the Colony are primary 
schools, 

There were in 1893 thirty-one primary schools on the list of 
assisted schools, which with four Government schools made a total 
of thirty-five primary schools in operation in the Colony at the 
close of the year. Of these schools, twenty-two were Roman 
Catholic, four were Government, four were East Indian Mission, 
two were Anglican, two were undenominational, and one was 
Wesleyan. 

Two new schools were opened during the year, namely, an 
Anglican school in Castries and a Roman Catholic school at Etangs 
in the neighbourhood of Soufriere. 

An Kast Indian Mission school which had been estabiished at 
Crown Lands (part of Central Factory Estate) but which had been 
closed in the end of 1892 by the action of the present authorities 
of the estate (the mortgagees) was reopened in February 1893, 
but was again closed by the same authorities in October of that 

ear, 
d Four of the primary schools are infant schools, two of them being 
in Castries and two in Soufriere. 

The Inspector of Schools reports that the year 1893 was one of 
general progress in school work, and calls attention to the 
remarkable decrease in the failures in 1893 compared with those 
in the previous year ; the failures in 1893 amounting only to 59 
out of 1,873 pupils presented for examination, or 3°15 per cent., 
against 314 failures in the year 1892 out of 1,644 presented, or 
19°1 per cent. 

The following comparative statement gives certain particulars 
and percentages which will serve to show what progress has been 
made in primary education since 1891:— 


— | 1891. 1892. | 1893. 
‘Total population of St. Lucia - - - | 42,200 43,310 44,200 
Number of primary schools in the Colony = - 28 33 35 


Total number of children on school rolls - 3,149 4,156 4,544 
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we Paves | 1891. | 1892. | 1898. 
a a a eter ee et a 
Average attendance - ° - - 1,698 2,357 2,458 
Number presented for examination - - 1,160 1,644 1,873 
Number passed in two subjects - - 948 1,330 1,814 
Centesimal proportion on roils to total 
population - - - - - 7°46 9°59 10°28 
Percentage of attendance of number on rolls - 53°9 56°7 54°1 
Percentage of attendance presented for 
examination - - ~ - 68°3 69°7 76°2 
Percentage of attendance passed in two subjects 55°8 56°4 73°8 
Percentage of those presented which passed in 
81°7 80°9 96°8 


two subjects - - - _ 


Speaking generally, there is much room for improvement in the 
various school premises and in the accommodation afforded by them, 
but as funds become available so will improvements in equal 
measure be effected. 

Another consummation much to be desired is an improvement in 
the methods of instruction. At present there is, as a rule, no 
regular intelligent system followed, and owing, at least in part, to 
an insufficiency in the number of teachers, there is not as much of 
individual teaching as could be wished. Again, there is but little 
attempt at the cultivation of the reasoning faculties, an omission 
which becomes at once apparent when the pupil is asked a question 
involving in its answer the exercise of something more than the 
faculty of mere memory. 

In the course of time, when teachers who have themselves been 
properly instructed how to teach become available, an improvement 
in methods and results will follow, and in the meanwhile the 
present teachers will from time to time be enjoined to make 
strenuous efforts to advance along the road towards the desired 


improvement. 
Vital Statistics. 


There were 2,161 births and 1,271 deaths registered during 1893, 
the excess of births over deaths, viz., 890, being the natural 
increase of the population during the year, and by which the 
population was brought up to a total, at the end of the year, of 
44,200. 

Of the 2,161 births 1,110 were males and 1,051 females. 

The illegitimate births exceeded the legitimate by 465, there 
having been 1,313 illegitimate to 848 legitimate births. ‘The 
illegitimate thus formed 60°76 and the legitimate 39°24 per cent. 
of the total births. ; 

The still births numbered 201, or 10°25 per cent. of the live 
births ; there being one still birth in every 10°75 of the total births, 
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Excluding still-births, the birth-rate for the year was 4°52 per 
cent. of the population. 

This birth-rate compares favourably with that for the previous, 
and five preceding years, as the following statement will show :— 


eer a oy 
GH HH Ho 
. % oo” Od 3 
Year. a wo a a g o & oe 8 
pa aq = a= 8 on tin 22 
he ~ Pihes| s mPa wee) we fy 
pm =| jor] q q = a = © ae) 
-Q 9 I ‘3 a2 gs 7 
o ae, S = Sp o 8 o 8 So 
2 a 3 = 2 BSA | sf. | ES 
= N i 4 = Ay aM ine 
1890 - - | 1,574 130 1,704 594 1,110 | 84°86 | 65°14 | 3°65 
1891 - - | 1,771 158 1,929 730 1,194 | 88°10 | 61:90 | 4:05 
1892 - ~ | 1,604 156 1,760 720 1,040 | 40°91 | 59°09 | 3°76 


1893 -  -| 1,960] 201 | 2,161 | 848 fl 39:24 | 60-76 | 4:52 


The births in 1893 exceeded those recorded in any previous 
year, and the birth-rate advanced in proportion. 

The deaths during the year, excluding still-births, amounted to 
1,070, giving a death-rate of 2°42 per cent. The deaths and 
death-rate in the previous year were, exclusive of still births, 
respectively 1,002 and 2-31. The death rate for 1893 was 
slightly above the average for the preceding five or six years, 

The deaths of children under one year of age amounted to 40°36 
per cent. of the total deaths. The rate of infant mortality was 
very high in 1893, exceeding that for 1891 by 4°36 and that for 
1892 by 5:13 per cent. 

There were 265 marriages in the year. This number is 19 in 
excess of the marriages celebrated in 1892, but falls short of those 
which took place in 1891 by 131. 


Imports anp Exports. 


Imports. 

The total value of the imports for the year was 168,9781, being 
4,047/, less than the amount for 1892, and 2.5031. less than the 
average for the five years 1887-91. 

Of the total imports, expressed in value, 86,8382. came from the 
United Kingdom ; 26,6022 trom British Colonies, and 55,5380. from 
Foreign Countries. 

Of the 26,602/. worth of imports from British Colonies 20,556 
worth came from Barbados, being more than three times the total 
from all the other British Colonies. 

Next in amount comes Canada with 3,200/, Jamaica with 8940, 
St. Vincent with 5772, and so on through an unequally descending 


scale until the sum of 3/, 3s. Od. is reached, which expresses the- 


value of the imports from Bermuda. 
Lhe following table shows the respective values for 1893 and. 
for the five preceding years of the imports to St. Lucia from, 
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British Colonies from which St. Lucia received imports of the 
value of 200/. or upwards in any one of those years :-— 


| 


Value of imports therefrom. 


Countries. | 

1893. | 1892. 1891. 1890. | 1889. | 1888. 
Barbados - - diss esis 18,704 ork io 1 gees 
Canada = - 3,200 5,375 782 48 300 Nil 
Jamaica - - 894 1,435 637 702 212 565 
St. Vincent - - 577 223 3,256 225 5,933 2,052 
Trinidad - - 510 399 113 610 2,333 15. 
Demerara = - - 137 1,206 650 313 287 1,761 


Of the total of 55,5382. worth of imports from foreign countries 
36,5501, worth came from the United States of America, 9,9571. 
from France, 1,459/. from Germany, and the remainder from other 
foreign countries, including foreign West India Islands. 

The subjoined table enumerates the imports, which show an 
increase or decrease of 2001, or over, in value in 1893, as compared 
with the imports for the preceding year, and the amount of such 
increase or decrease. 


ss 


Amount Amount 
of Increase of Decrease 
Articles. in 1893 Articles. in 1893 
compared compared 
with 1892. with 1892. 
& £ 
Animals: Cattle - 1,156 Ale, beer &c. - - 349 
zs Mules - - 303 Bags, empty - - 983 
Bacon and Hams - 228 Bloomer and _— other 
Beet and Pork - - 430 chemicals used in the 
Oleomargarine - - 1,895 manufacture of sugar - 279 
Boots and shoes’ - - 854 Butter - - . 657 
Coals’ - - - 4,144 Cement - - - 350 
Copper - - - 502 Machinery and agricul- 
Cottons and woollens - 1,525 tural implements - 4,595 
Fish, salted and dried - 2,417 Manure - - - 4,893 
Flour, wheaten - - 432 Puncheons and casks - 401 
Glassware - - - 215 Ropes and cordage - 288 
Haberdashery - - 791 Twine - - - 273 
Medicines - - 265 Wood—pitch and white 
Oats- = -  - 865 pine - - - 1,174 
Oil; Olive, Cotton-seed, 
and Lard - - 403 
Rice - - - 999 
Soap - - - 674 
Exports. 


The value of the exports for 1893 amounted to 221,646/, 
against 179,056/. for 1892, being an increase in 1893 of 42,5907. 
Compared with the average for the five years 1887-91, the increase 
the amounts to 65,4712. 
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Of the 221,646/ worth of exports shipped during the year, 
55,2171. went to the United Kingdom, 5,212/. to British Colonies, 
118,0002. to Foreign Countries, and the remainder, 43,2171, was 
value of the bunker coal shipped. 

Amongst British Colovies, Barbados and Canada were 
our best customers, taking exports to the value of 2,434. 
and 2,073/. respectively; and of Foreign Countries our best 
customers were the United States of America and France, 
which took exports to the amount of 65,3671. and 44,5721, 
respectively. 


In the following table are shown the articles of export in which 
an increase or decrease of 2001., or over, in value occurred in the 
year 1893 as compared with the previous year, and the amount of 
such increase or decrease :— 


Amount Amount 
of Increase of Decrease 
Articles. in 1893 Articles. in 1893 
compared compared 
with 1892. with 1892. 
£ £ 
Coal - = - - 384 Ammunition - - 370: 

» Bunker - - - 517 Animals—horses - 201 
Cocoa - - - 15,449 Farine manioc - - 1,032 
Fruits fresh = - - - ge4 Rum - ~ - 295 
Logwcod - - - 34,041 Molasses - - 2,824 
Pimento sticks - - - 743 Vegetables and Provisions 
Fuel and other woods’ - 448 (fresh) - - 373 


It will be perceived from the above table that, comparing 
1893 with the previous year, there was a large increase in 1893 
in the export of cocoa and logwood, and a considerable decrease 
in the export of farine manioc and molasses. 

The subjoined table exhibits a comparative statement of the 
value of the exports in 1893 of the four principal articles of 
export, and the average value of those articles for the preceding ten 
years 1883-92:— 


Value. : 
Increase in | Decrease in 
1893 over 1893 below 
Articles. Average for | Average for 
Average : : 
1893. | for 10 Years | 1? Preceding ove ib 
1883-92. . F 
Sugar: £ £ £ 
Usine - - - 76,106 50,929 25,177 _ 
Muscovado  - - 14,463 42,784 ae 28,321 
Molasses - - 4,756 5,947 — 1,191 
Focus = 5 . 38,910 19,671 19,239 = 
Logwood - = 37,4 52 5,022 32,730 _— 
171,987 124,353 77,146 29,512 
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The foregoing table shows that, compared with the average 
exports of similar products for the decennial period 1883-92, 
there was a large increase in 1893 in the export of usine sugar, 
cocoa, and logwood, amounting in the total to77,146/.; and a 
large decrease in the export of Muscovada sugar, and a considerable 
decrease in that of molasses, amounting in the total to 29,5120. ; 
giving a difference, in the way of a net increase in 1899, of 
47,634. 


The value of the exports in 1893 exceeded that of the imports 
by 52,668/. Excluding the value of coal imported and exported, 
the excess amounted to 30,0377. 


Shipping. 


Six hundred and fifty-four vessels entered, and 651 cleared 
at the port of Castries during the year. Of those that entered 
251 were sailing and 403 were steam vessels, with an aggregate 
tonnage of 485,816 tons. 


Of the sailing vessels that entered, 213 were with cargo and 38 
were inballast; and of the steam vessels, 192 were with cargo 
and 211 were in ballast. 


The nationality of these vessels was as follows :— 


cat Sailing Steam 
Vessels. Vessels. 

British - - 208 341 | 
French - - 24 25 | 
United States - - A 1 
Dutch - - 6 as 
Norwegian - - 4 i. | 
Swedish - - 3 os 
Italian - - 1 oe | 
Columbian - - 1 1 
Russian ° - — 4 
Belgian - - — i7 | 
German - - _ 2 | 
Portuguese - - — 1 | 


ee 
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The number of vessels which entered in 1893 exceeded that for the 
previous year by 53; the increase being made up of five sailing, 
and 48 steam, vessels, and there was an increase of 87,567 tons 
in the tonnage. 


The following table shows the number of vessels and the 
amount of tonnage entered during 1893, and the averages for the 
preceding five years, 1888-92 :— 


me a 


| Increase in Decrease in 
Average for 1893 over 1893 compared 
1893. Five Years Average for |with Average for 
1888-92, Five preceding | Five preceding 
Entered. Years. Years. 
No. |Tonnage.| No. Tonia. No. | Tonnage.| No. | Tonnage. 
Sailing Vessels : 
With cargo - - 213 13,805 227 14,469 | — — 14 664 
In ballast - - - 35 5,708 20 2,575 | 18 3,128 | — _ 
Steam Vessels: 
With cargo . - |. 192 212,881 | 155 167,639 | 37 45,242 | — _ 
In ballast - - - 211 253,427 | 189 224,447 | 22 28,980 | — _ 
Total - 654 485,816 | 591 409,130 | 77 77,850 | 14 664 


Post Office. 


During the year 49,815 letters and post-cards were despatched 
to the United Kingdom and other places outside the Colony, and 
54,349 letters and post-cards were received therefrom; 42,716 
inland letters and post-cards passed through the Post Office, 
making a total of 146,880 letters and post-cards dealt with by 
the Department. 


Book packets, samples, and circulars to the number of 98,500, 
and parcels to the number of 1,511, passed through the Post 
Office during the year. 


The following is a comparative statement, showing the number 
of letters, post-cards, papers, and books despatched and received 
in 1893 and in each of the five preceding years :— 


1888. 1889. 1890. 


Letters and| Papers and | Lettersand | Papers and | Letters and | Papers and 
Post-cards. |Book Packets.}| Post-cards. |Book Packets.| Post-cards. |Book-Packets. 


a a ee ee ee 


75,09. - 35,714 | 86,363 56,961 | 90,748 | 59,523 


a a a aa 
continued.— 
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1891. 1892. | 1893. 
Letters and| Papers and | Letters and | Papers and | Letters and | Papers and 
Post-cards. |Book Packets.| Post-cards. |Book Packets.| Post-cards. |Book Packets. 
102,997 87,998 118,511 94,036 | 146,880 | 98,500 


oe ee eS ee 


It will be seen from the above table that, in a period of five years, 
the number of letters and post-cards passing yearly through the 
Post Office has nearly doubled, and that of papers and books and 


packets has more than doubled. 
Money orders to the amount of 4,593/. were issued, and to the 


amount of 872/. were paid, during the year. 
The following were the receipts from the sale of stamps, 


commissions on money orders, &c. 


£ 
Stamps sold - - - - - 2,161 
Unpaid letters delivered - * = 30 
Commission on Money Orders - - 77 
Rent of letter boxes - - “ P 26 
£2,294 


being 2/. in excess of the amount received in 1892. 


Crown Lands. 


Grants of Crown Lands to the number of 16 in the country and 
14 in towns were made during the year under report, the total 
acreage granted being 260 acres. 

The Crown now possesses about 12,678 acres, and estates 
comprising an area of 12,233 acres are now in process of being 


escheated. 


Gaols and Prisons. 


The Royal Gaol, Castries, is a general prison and also a 
military prison for soldiers undergoing a military sentence not 
exceeding fourteen days. It is also used as a prison of detention 
for military prisoners, sentenced by court-martial to longer terms 
of imprisonment than fourteen days, while awaiting transfer to 
Barbados. 

The number of persons committed to prison in 1893 was 909, a 
number largely in excess of that for previous years. Of the 
committals, 59 were those of soldiers committed by sentence of a 
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Of the number committed, 610 were for purposes of penal 
imprisonment, 298 were for safe custody till trial, or for want of 
security, and one was for contempt of Court. 


The daily average number in prison during the year was 
70°3, being 20°67 in excess of the daily average for the year 
1892. 


There were fourteen admissions to hospitals, and the daily 
average on the sick list was 1°81, a slight increase of 0°11 over the 
daily average for the preceding year. 


There were two deaths during the year, giving an annual 
death-rate of 2°84 per cent.; or 0°42 per cent. higher than the 
general death-rate for the year amongst the population at large. 


Corporal punishment was awarded four times during the year, 
and the total number of lashes inflicted was 68. 


The subjoined table shows the figures for the years 1890 to 
1893 respectively :— 


Z a en) ee a 
8 3 & |Numberofthose|2 | 8 | & E 
8 B/ ss | &; | committed who | § 2 - re] 
Py S| 3S | Og] have been pre- a ‘ga & g 
3 s| 2 2 3 viously convicted. | o _{ se] & A 
Year. Bos os Z al a SB Bs = 
Brey | 2 2g be og| oo} 8a Py 
Bol/oki & | te = A tS Re | aS ai 
ae ices] € | Bal ¢ | §€ | 88} Sal Sol oe | 2 
$4 nA we 2G (3) = “— © ain ge —o A 
° os ° on q = Ss lan gn | 82 s 
BR |RoO}] & | Of; |e la te (A A 
1890 - : -{ 460] 19 119 | S41) 49 11 87 | 50°77; 10 | 1°61) *2 
1891 - . =| 547 7 127 418 56 40 57 48°50} 21 2°26 3 
1892 = - - 579) — 128} 451 45 29 60 | 49°68} 18 1°70 8 
1893 : = -} 909 1 298 | 610 | 127 65 78 | 70°80} 14 | 1°81 2. 


* One executed. 


Criminal Statistics. 


The number of offences reported to the police or the magistrates 
during 1893 amounted to 2,130, a against 1,691 in 1892 and 
1,599 in 1891. 


Of the number of offences reported, 516 were for offences against 
the person, 121 for pradial larceny, 190 for offences against 
property other than preedial larceny, and 1,303 were for other 
offences. 


The number of persons apprehended by the police or summoned 
before a magistrate in 1893 amounted to 2,226, exceeding the 
vumber for the previous year by 211. 


The number of persons summarily convicted was 1,209, and the 
number committed for trial in the Superior Courts 39. Of the 
latter number, 37 were indicted, 2 were not indicted, 27 were 
convicted, and 10 were acquitted. 


I 83740. 
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The following table shows the number of offences, apprehensions, 
convictions, &c. in 1893 and 1892 respectively, and the averages 
for the five years 1887-91 :— 


Average 


for Five 
ed 1893. 1892. Years, 


1887-91. 


Number of offences reported to police - 2,130 1,691 1,339 


Number of persons apprehended by 
police or summoned before the 
magistrates - - - - 2,226 2,015 1,634 


Number ofsummary convictions - - 1,209 1,143 817 


Number of persons committed for trial 
in the superior courts - - 39 23 80 


Namber of persons acquitted in inferior 
courts - - - - 978 849 788 


Number of persons convicted in superior 
courts - - - - 27 8 10 


Number of persons acquitted in superior 
courts - - - - 10 9 10 


The number of committals to prison in 1893 largely exceeded 
that for 1892, and still more largely exceeded the average for 
previous years, Several causes combined to bring about this 
increase, the principal being the advance of Castries as a coaling 
port, the establishment of a garrison in its neighbourhood, and 
the influx from the neighbouring West Indian Colonies of persons 
of loose and bad character. 

4. certain proportion of the increase in the committals was made 
up ot the committal of road tax defaulters for non-payment of the 
road tax, and of indentured East Indian Immigrants for such 
offences as absence from the estates without leave, and for 
neglecting or refusing to work. 


A large proportion of the total committals to prison was for 
minor offences, and of the 27 persons convicted in the Royal 
Court, 12 were soldiers of the West India Regiment, who were 
convicted for rioting. 


Hospitals. 


In my reports for the years 1891 and 1892, I was able to state 
that the sanitary condition of the hospitals of the Colony was 
very satisfactory, and [ am glad to be able to report that, throughout 
1893, this desirable sanitary condition of the hospitals continued 
without exception to obtain. 

No diseases of an epidemic nature appeared in the Colony 
during the year under review, and the general health of the 
community at large was gooil, 
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The Colonial Surgeon in his report for the year writes as 
follows :— 

‘‘The general health of the island has been very good, and to 
“ the most casual observer the adipose and muscular condition 
“ of the West Indian, and the rubicund appearance of the 
“ European, troops, their general set up and elastic step, indicate 
“ a vigour and tone that speak well for the general health of the 
“ climate under fair hygienic conditions.” 

There were 2,397 patients admitted into the hospitals (exclusive 
of the Yaws Hospital) during the year, making, with those 
remaining in hospital from the preceding year, viz., 129, a total 
of 2,526 patients treated. Of this number 2,076 were discharged 
cured, 154 were discharged relieved, and 144 died. 

Of the 2,526 patients treated in hospital during the year, 731, 
or 28°9 per cent., were cases of malarial fever. The type of this 
disease was generally mild, and the mortality was but small, 
amounting only to 1°37 per cent. of the number treated. 

The death-rate for the total number of patients treated in 
hospital during the year was 5°7 per cent. 


Yaws Hospital, 


There were 41 patients admitted into the Yaws Hospital during 
the year, which, with 38 patients remaining in hospital from the 
previous year, made a total of 79 cases treated. Of this number, 
48 were discharged cured, and 6 died, the deaths being at the 
rate of 7°6 per cent. of the number treated, 


Dispensaries. 


The number of patients who received medical and surgical aid 
at the several dispensaries in the Colony was 10,228. The 
principal diseases treated were, as in previous years, malarial 
fevers, and diseases of the digestive system. 


Poor Asylum. 


There were 66 destitute persons admitted into the Poor Asylum, 
Castries, during the year, making, with the number remaining in 
the asylum at the close of 1892, viz., 37, a total of 103 destitute 
persons whose wants were supplied and infirmities were relieved 
or alleviated in the asylum during the year. 

The numbers who found shelter, focd, and medical aid in the 
asylum during the years 1891 and 1892 were, respectively, 128 
and 116. 

Most of the inmates suffered either from chronic and incurable 
diseases or from senile decay. 

Of the number (103) who received aid in the asylum during 
the year, 41 were discharged relieved, and 14 died, leaving 48 
remaining in the asylum at the close of the year 1893. 

The death-rate was 13°59 per cent., being the lowest death-rate 


recorded for many years past. 
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Lunatic Asylum. 


This asylum, which is situated at Soufriere, is a temporary 
one in which lunatics are detained until they can be transferred 
to the Central Lunatic Asylumat Grenada. Hight lunatics were 
admitted into the asylum in 1893, and of these three were 
discharged cured. 


General, 


The total number of cases treated during the year under 
review in the hospitals and asylums and at the dispensaries was 
12,946, at a total cost (including salaries of medical officers, 
hospital attendants, &c.) of 5,879/, which gives an average of 
9s. 1d. per case, and an average of 2s. 8d. per head of the 
population. 


Botanical Station. 


The work carried out at the Botanical Station during the year 
was of the usual routine nature, and considerable progress was 
made in filling up the adjoining swamp to a level with the 
garden. 

The various trees and shrubs continue to thrive, and notably 
so in the case of the palms. 

Specimens of the following fibres were prepared at the 
Station :— 

Sisal hemp. 
Manilla hemp. 
Bowstring hemp. 
Mauritius hemp. 

The sisal hemp fibre was over 5 feet in length, and was strong 
and of good colour. 

The amount realised by the sale of plants, flowers, &c. was 
471. 


Meteorology. 


The mean temperature in the shade, as shown by the observations 
taken at the Morne, at an elevation of 745 feet above sea level, 
was 76°8. 

The mean maximum temperature for the year was 83:2, and 
the mean minimum 70°5. 

The highest monthly mean maximum temperature (80:8) 
occurred in September and October, and the lowest monthly 
mean minimum (67°5) in March. 

The absolute maximum temperature (87°6) occurred in the 
months of August and November, and the absolute minimum 
{57°2) in March. 

The total rainfall for the year amounted to 113°6 inches, 
being in excess of the average rainfall for several previous years. 

The heaviest monthly rainfall (18°51 inches) occurred in July, 
and the lowest (3°18 inches) in March. 
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General Observations. 


The year under report was a fairly prosperous one for the 
Colony, the crops having been good and the prices obtained, 
especially for cocoa and logwood, having been higher than the 
average for several previous years. The value of the cocoa and 
logwood exported in 1893 exceeded that of the exports of these 
articles in 1892 by 15,4407. and 34,0417. respectively. Compared 
with the previous year, there was an increase in 1893 in the 
number of vessels which entered the port of Castries amounting 
to 53, and in the tonnage there was an increase of 87,567 tons. 

The revenue for the year exceeded that for 1892 by 3,3010. 
and on the transactions of the year there was a balance to the credit 
of the Colony of 2,327/. 

The planting of cocoa, both in land formerly devoted to the 
cultivation of the sugar cane and in land hitherto uncultivated, 
continues to increase from year to year, but, although the increase 
so far as it goes is satisfactory, it is not of such amplitude as could 
be wished, and the quantity of cocoa at present grown falls far 
short of the potentialities of the island as a cocoa-producing 
country. 

The year was unmarked by any destructive atmospheric or 
telluric disturbance, and, as I have already remarked, was a 
healthy and fairly prosperous one for the Colony. 


V. Skieron Gouupspury, 
Administrator. 


Sr. Lucra, 
1893. 
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The following, among: other, Reports relating to Her Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained for a few 
pence from the sources indicated on the title page :— 


ANNUAL. 
No. Colony. Year. 
96 | Sierra Leone - - “ -| 1892 
97 | Fiji - re ' 4 * Pe 
98 | Rodrigues - ~ - - - ik . 
99 | St. Helena - é 2 7 = : 
100 | British Bechuanaland = - : - - | 1892-93 
101 | Britisli Guiana’ - . * ‘ ; 
102 | Newfoundland - - - - -| 1892 
103 | Jamaica - - = e - | 1892-93 
104 | Victoria - - - - . -| 1892 
105 | Bermuda - - - - - » | yaos 
106 | Gambia- - - - _ : - : 
107 | Hong Kong - - = “ . : 
108 | St. Vincent : : 2 A = ieee 
109 | Gibraltar - - : = s ‘ = 
110 | Bahamas - - - . = Z 3 
111 | Turks and Caicos Islands - - < = x 
112 | Leeward Islands - “4 - = - zs 
113 | Barbados - . a : Pine 
114 | Malta’ - . - é : OD mss 
115 | Zululand - * “ m : . zs 
116 | British Honduras - - “ “ 3 
117 | Trinidad and Tobago - - “ - ‘ 
118 | Falkland Islands - a Z r . a 
119 | Rodrigues - - F ‘ : : 
120 | Mauritius - - " 8 a 2 
121 | Straits Settlements F - > : a 
122 | Labuan - - ‘ # . * : 
123 | Basutoland - - 4 rs - | 1893— 
124 | St. Lucia - - - - - - oo 
125 | St. Helena . ° - - ‘ 
126 | Ceylon’ - - - - - » is 
127 | Fiji . : : . : jie 
128 | Grenada - - 3 : i s - 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
No. Colony. Subject. 
elev Ra RE ee Ont ee Sot. tbo ee 
1 | Gold Coast - - | Economic Agriculture. 
2 | Zululand - - | Forests. 
3 | Sierra Leone - - | Geology and Botany. 
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[For Report for 1892 see Colonial Report (Annual) No. 96.] 


Governor CARDEW to the Maraquzrss or Ripon, 


Government House, 
Freetown, Sierra Leone, 
My Lorp MarQuEss, December 31, 1894. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship the Report 
on the Blue Book of the Colony of Sierra Leone for the year 
1893. I regret that there should have been such great delay in 
forwarding this Report, but, as I was not in the Colony during the 
year 1893, I awaited the return from leave of Major Crooks in 
order that he might prepare it, especially as during nearly seven 
months of the period to which it relates he was administering the 
Government. Major Crooks has prepared this Report from the 
manuscript returns for the Blue Book as they passed through his 
hands, but I fear it will bea month or more before the Blue Book 
itself is ready for transmission to your Lordship, as this year it is 
being printed for the first time ; I have again to express my regret 
at this further delay but I trust in future the Blue Book, as well 
as the Report on it, will be more punctually forwarded. 

I have given directions for an additional number of copies of the 
Blue Bock to be struck off for sale on application as soon as it is 
printed. 

I have, &c. 
F. Carprw, Governor. 


REPORT ON THE BLUE Book, 1893. 


Colonial Secretariat, 
Freetown, Sierra Leone, 
Sir December 29, 1894. 
I HAVE the honour to forward to your Excellency my 
report on the Blue Book of this Colony for the year 1893. 
I 85549. Wt. 20348. 


SIuRRA 
LEONR. 
1893. 
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Tyote: (1.) Taxes anp Douttes. 
1893. re ; . 
The only change under this head is “‘The Customs Duties 

Amendment Ordinance, 1893, ” which came into operation on the 


1st March 1893. 


The said Ordinance provides as follows :— 


By Section I. the duty of 2s. on spirits imposed by Section IT. of 
Ordinance No. XI. of 1874 is increased to 3s. per proof 
gallon. 

Section IT. empowers the Governor to exempt from the payment 
of Customs duties official goods imported into the Colony for 
the use of Consulates, and virtually enlarges the “Table of 
Exemptions” in Section V. of Ordinance No. 14 of 1887. 
The exercise of this power is, however, made discretionary 
with the view of making the exemption restrictive. 

Section III. repeals the 3rd section of Ordinance No. 16 of 
1890, which established a special tariff for the Isles de Los. 
By this repeal the tariff for the whole Colony becomes 
uniform. 

The tariff consists of an ad valorem duty of 74 per cent. and 
certain specific duties, which are moderate. Articles imported for 
agricultural, manufacturing, and educational purposes, and coals 
are exempted from duty. 

There is no export duty, nor is there any direct taxation. 


(2.)—ReEvENUE AND EXPENDITURE. 
Revenue. 


The total revenue, including the Parliamentary grant in aid of 
the colonial steamer, was 92,769/., showing an increase of 5,9034. 
over that for 1892. , 

There was, however, a net decrease of 4,131/. on the estimated 
revenue (96,900/.) due principally to the reduced quantity of 
spirits entered for home consumption, in consequence of the higher 
rate of duty referred to under the head of “ Taxes and Duties.” 

More than three-fourths of the revenue is derivable from 
Customs duties on articles imported into the Colony. 


Expenditure. 


The estimated expenditure was 96,6501. and the amount 
actually expended was 84,690/., showing a saving on the estimates 
of 11,9592. 

The saving was principally on “ Public Works,” under which 
head a sum of 4,000/. was provided for the drainage of Freetown, 
but it was not undertaken, the municipal Ordinance having been 
found to be unworkable. 

The expenditure on account of drainage was to be conditional 
upon the establishment of the municipality. 
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(3.)—AssETS AND LIABILITIES. 


The assets on 3lst December 1823 exceeded the liabilities 
by 20,7412, and the Colony at the close of the year was in a 
better position by 10,544/. than at the same period in 1892. 


(4.)—Pusiic Drsr. 


This remains the same as at the close of the year 1892, viz., 
50,0002, raised in 1871-73 for constructing Public Works, to be 
repaid in 1896-98. 

The sinking fund for its redemption amounted to 37,3911. or 
31st December 1893. 


(5.)—MUNICIPALITY, 


“* An Ordinance to create the Town of Freetown a Municipal 
“ City and to incorporate the inhabitants thereof” passed the 
Council on 21st February. 

The council is to consist of a mayor and 15 councillors, three 
of whom are to be appointed by the Governor and Executive 
Council, the others are to be elected. 

Freetown contains over 30,000 inhabitants. 


(6.)\—Mititary EXPENDITURE. 


There is no contribution from the Colony, which is an important 
coaling station, for the maintenance of the military establishment, 
the entire expenditure of 41,7691. (local), being borne by the 
Imperial Government. 

The garrison consists of a battalion of the West India Regiment, 
a European detachment of the Royal Artillery, Native Battery of 
West African Artillery, and a Native detachment of Fortress 
Engineers. 

The troops receive an allowance which amounted during the 
year to 9751. as compensation for customs duties payable by them. 

There is no militia force. The Sierra Leone Royal Militia was 
disbanded in 1863, and since then no similar corps has been 
organised. 


(7..—TaHe Ponce Force. 


The armed Police Force for frontier work consisted, on the 
31st December1893, of 5 European Officers, 4Native Sub-Inspectors, 
and 344 men. 

The Sierra Leone Police maintained for town work consisted 
on 31st December 1893 of one Native Suv-Inspector and 200 
men, 
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(8..\—Pusriic Works. 


The expenditure on Public Works, repairs to buildings, roads, 
streets, and bridges, amounted to 8,065/. 

No public work of magnitude has been undertaken, owing to 
want of funds and the absence of a surveyor. 


(9.)—L#GISLATION. 


Seventeen Ordinances were passed during the year, the most 
important being the “Customs Duties Amendment Ordinance” 
and the “ Freetown Municipal Ordinance.” 

These have been already referred to under the head of “ Taxes ” 
and “ Municipality.” 


(10.)—Civit EsTABLISHMENT, 


The Governor. 


Sir Francis Fleming, K.C.M.G., was absent from the Oclony on 
Jeave from 27th April to 8th November, and during that period 
Major J. J. Crooks, the Colonial Secretary, administered the 
Government. 


(11.)—PEnsIONs. 


The sum paid on account of pensions and other retiring 
allowances during the year amounted to 3,258/, being an increase 
of 2731. over that of the previous year. 


(12.)—PopuLaTION anp VitTau STATISTICS. 


Population. 


A census was taken on 5th April 1891 in such parts of the 
Colony in which it was found practicable to do so. It was 
necessary, for political reasons, to confine it to those parts only 
which were comprised in that of 1881, as it was apprehended that, 
through ignorance, the aborigines living in some of our newly 
acquired territory would misconstrue the object of the enumeration 
and become unnecessarily dissatisfied. 

The numbers were: coloured 74,611, white 224, total 74,835. 

Within the last few years there has been a large influx of 
aborigines to the capital, in order to obtain either freedom or 
employment, but it is not possible to estimate their number. 


Births and Deaths. 


From the vital statistics furnished by the various district 
registrars, the total number of births registered during the year 
was 1,286, and deaths 1,294. 

This is an improvement on the previous year, when the excess 
of registered deaths over births was 203, but, as stated in my 
report for 1892, the registration system, so far as births are 
concerned, is, on account of local circumstances, defective. 


COLONIAL REPORTS.—ANNUAL. 7 


(13.)—ECoLEsIASTIOAL. 


There are 130 places of worship belonging to the various 
Christian sects, and, according to the census returns for 1891, the 
numbers of persons professing Christianity was 41,361. 

The Church of England is the only one receiving State aid. 
All the others are either self-supporting, or aided by Missionary 
Societies. Only the Bishop of the Anglican Church, the Roman 
Catholic priests, and the superintendent of the Wesleyan and the 
Free Church Methodists are European ; all the other ministers of 
religion are Africans. 


(14.)—EpvucaTIONn. 


The number of schools examined during the year was 62, the 
number of pupils on the rolls 4,253 boys, and 4,057 girls, and the 
amount of Government grants awarded 989/. 

The Inspector of Schools in his report for 1893 says :— 

“T am pleased to be able to observe, generally, that I found the 
working of the schools improved, and that there has been 
corresponding improvement in the results of examination ; 
7,014 children were present at the inspections, or a per- 
centage of 84:4 of the total enrolment, 8,310.” 

There are six high schools in Freetown, three for boys and 
three for girls, with a total attendance during the year under 
review of 387 boys and 274 girls. 

Fourah Bay College, on the outskirts of Freetown, belongs to, 
and is supported by, the Church Missionary Society, and, by being 
affiliated to the University of Durham, its students are eligible to 
take degrees in Arts, Theology, &ec. 


Newspapers. 


Two weekly newspapers were published in Freetown and 
a fortnightly one at Sherbro’, but, judging from their limited 
circulation, little interest is taken in them by the public. 


(15.}—Imports anD Exports. 


Imports. 


The total value and the direction of the trade of the Colony, and 


the Customs duty realized during the year 1893 are as follows :— 


Value of Imports from: L 
United Kingdom - . - 325,829 
British Colonies. - - . 5,543 
Foreign Countries - - 86,094 

Total value - _ £417,466 


Customs Duty - - - £72,17% 
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SmeRRA There has been a falling off in the imports from the United 
Lxonz. Kingdom of 6,369/. as compared with the year 1892, principally in 
cotton goods, the French Company having ceased in 1893 to use 
the warehouse in Freetown as a depdt for Northern River trade. 

Notwithstanding this falling off, nearly four-fifths (325,829/.) 
of the total imports for the year were from the United Kingdom. 

The British Colonies show an increase of 7291. 

The increase in value of imports from foreign countries of 
9,9897. is due chiefly to larger importations of tobacco from 
America. 

The net increase in imports is 4,349/. 

The principal articles imported were cotton goods, spirits, 
tobacco, and hardware. 

The increase of 2,766/. in Customs duty on goods imported, as 
compared with the previous year, is due to the additional duty of 
one shilling (1s.) per gallon on spirits, imposed by Ordinance 
No. 1 of 1893. 


Exports. 
The value of Exports during the year 1893 is as follows :— 
£ 
To United Kingdom - - - - 166,055 
To British Colonies - - - - 30,480 
To Foreign Countries - - - 202,129 
Total value - - £398, 664 


There has been a falling off of 29,2437 in the value of exports 
to the United Kingdom, due to less exportation of specie 15,0001., 
rubber 9,000/, and gum 2,754/, The two latter are obtained 
chiefly from the French Northern Rivers, where an export duty of 
7 per cent. is imposed. 

The decrease of exports to British Colonies, 4,765/., is due to 
the quarantine regulations in respect to cholera, as referred to under 
‘‘ Shipping,” which affected the export of kola nuts to the Gambia 
to the extent of about 6,0001. 

The increase of exports to foreign countries, 12,221/., is due to 
larger exportation of palm kernels to France and ginger and hides 
to America. 

There is a net increase of 21,7877. in the value of exports. 

The chief exports were palm kernels, rubber, kola nuts, palm 
oil, ginger, rice, gum copal, pepper and benni seed. 


(16.)—SHIPPING. 


The total number of sailing vessels and steamers entered and 
cleared during the year was 1,515, with a tonnage of 746,512 tons, 
showing a falling off of 23 vessels (principally sailing) as compared 
with the previous year. 
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Quarantine 


The Health Officer reports— 


“ That quarantine was strictly enforced on all ships coming to the 
port with foul bills of health, and from places declared ‘ infected’ 
within the meaning of the Quarantine Ordinance, 1882. 

“The following places were declared infected: Marseilles, 
St. Louis, and Teneriffe, and strict precautionary measures were 
observed against the following places :— 


“In Europe.-—Hamburg, Antwerp, Bilbao, London, Rotterdam, 
Altona, Hull, Brest, Amsterdam, Grimsby. 
‘On the West of Africa.—Gambia and French Guinea. 


“These restrictions were enforced on 48 vessels from the 
4th January 1893 to 13th January 1894, and in consequence 288 
passengers, Krooboys, &c. were detained in the lazaretto at 
different times, either to undergo quarantine or to be fumigated 
and disinfected. 

“In view of the outbreak of cholera which was raging at 
St. Louis, Rufisque, and neighbouring countries, Freetown was 
divided into medical districts to be placed under the supervision of 
the Assistant Colonial Surgeon and the private medical practitioners, 
whose services were to be retained temporarily by the Government 
for this duty. Fortunately the disease was not introduced into 
the Colony.” 


(17.)— AGRICULTURE. 


There has been no marked improvement under this head. 
Three persons purchased 52 acres ofjland at 4s. 2d. per acre from 
the Government during the year for agricultural purposes. 

There is no doubt that with time and patience the land of the 
country could be made to yield very valuable products. Hitherto 
commerce has been the only means whereby any real effort has 
been made to enrich the Colony. 


(18.)---MaNuUFACTURES, MINES, AND Factories. 


There is nothing done under this head, and no improvement may 
be looked ‘for until such time as the people put trust in one 
another and establish companies, as in other parts of the world. 


(19.)—GaAoLs anp PRISONERS. 


The number of prisoners committed to and received in the 
prisons of the Colony during the year were :— 

Males, 505 ; females, 37; juveniles, 16; total, 558; showing 
a considerable decrease as against 752 for 1892, 865 for 1891, and 
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797 for 1890. ‘This large.‘decrease is dealt with in the Acting 
Queen’s Advocate’s report under the head of “ Criminal 
Statistics.” 


(20.)\—CrimiInaL STATISTICS. 


The number of offences reported during the year was 1,478, 
the number of persons apprehended 1,678, the number of summary 
convictions 633, Supreme Court convictions 52, and acquittals 
554. 

The Acting Queen’s Advocate, in his report on the “Criminal 
Statistics Return ” of 1893, says :— 


«“ The number of ‘offences reported to the Police’ continues to 
decrease, and is 1,478 as against 1,695 for 1892, 1,914 for 1891, 
and 1,753 for 1890. 

“There is also a corresponding decrease in the number of 
‘persons apprehended by the Police’ or summoned before the 
Magistrates, the number being 1,678, or 2°29 per cent. of the whole 
population of the Colony according to the Census of 1891, and is 
less by 267 than the number jof persons brought before the 
Magistrates’ Courts in the preceding year, and is also fewer than 
each of the numbers for the last three preceding years, which were 
1,945, 2,095, and 1,973, for the years 1892, 1891, and 1890 
respectively.” 

“Tt will be observed that the number of summary convictions is 
633 as against 928 in 1892, and 1,054 and 950 in the years 189L 
and 1890 respectively. Larceny, of which 224 persons were 
convicted, is the predominant crime in the Colony, closely followed 
by ‘offences against the person, of which 190 persons were 
summarily convicted. 

« Highty-one persons were committed to the Supreme Court for 
trial, and of these the Queen’s Advocate entered a nolle prosequi 
in 14 cases, leaving 67 for trial, which resulted in 52 convictions 
and 15 acquittals. Of the above committals four were for murder, 
resulting in two convictions, one acquittal, and in one case a nolle 
prosequi was entered. Of the two convictions, the full penalty of 
the law was enforced in one case—that of a soldier who murdered 
his comrade at Tower Hill Barracks in open day ; in the other, as 
there were extenuating circumstances in connexion therewith, and 
the jury recommended the prisoner to mercy, the sentence was 
commuted by the Governor in Council to ten years’ imprisonment.” 


(21.)—HospiraLs. 


The total number of persons admitted into the various hospitals 
of the Colony during the year was 1,121, and the number of 
deaths 170. 

The Colonial Surgeon in his annual report for 1893 states :— 

“ Admissions into the Freetown Hospital were restricted to 
serious cases of illness, accidents, and to those requiring surgical 
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imterference. This is due to the limited number of beds in the 
Colonial Hospital; an increase of 10 beds has been approved for 
next year (1894) which I trust will meet to some extent the in- 
creasing demands of the inhabitants to become intern patients of 
the hospital. 

“ Many of the cases were admitted in serious conditions and 24 
died within 72 hours after admission. The majority of them 
were cases picked up in the streets and suburbs of Freetown, and 
conveyed to the hospital by the police and sanitary authorities. 

“During the year the sanitary condition of the hospital has 
been satisfactorily maintained as hitherto. The buildings and 
offices have undergone a large amount of repairs, and have been 
thoroughly painted, and they have at present a pleasing appearance. 
The hospital garden is still kept up and looked after.” 


Freetown Gaol Hospital. 


“The sanitary condition of the Gaol has been maintained 
during the year. 

“The extension of the hard-labour yard by the removal of the 
western boundary wall has added considerably to the good health 
of the prisoners, who are made to move about the yard one hour 
after meals before being locked up for the night. 

“During the period under review, 60 cases of ‘ Beri-Beri’ 
were treated in the Gaol. A large number of these, however, had 
been in prison during the previous year. 

“ Five convicts were released on medical grounds, as their lives 
were endangered by continuance in prison. 

“ Towards the last quarter of the year, the disease ‘ Beri-Beri,’ 
seemed to have disappeared amongst the prisoners. From this 
disease 7 deaths occurred. 

“The following were the diseases prevalent in the Gaol during 
the year :— 

“ Beri-Beri, Malarial Fever, Diarrhoea, and Jysentery.” 


Male and Female Incurable Hospitals, 


These asylums, situated at Kissy, about 3 miles from Freetown, 
are merely a refuge for the incurables and destitute persons. 

The Medical Officer reports that, since the ground floor of the 
day shed has been concreted, the chigoes pest has considerably 
abated. 


(22.)\—Lunatic AsYLUM. 


The total admissions during the year were 30, discharges 4, 
and deaths 13. 

There is only one Asylum in the Colony, and it receives 
lunatics from the Colonies of Gambia and Lagos as well. The 
building is situated at Kissy. 
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The Medical Officer, in his report for the year, states that “the 
lunatics at the asylum have on the whole enjoyed very good health 
“ during the year. They have been well cared for, and 
“ everything which could give pleasure to them encouraged and 
“ instituted.” 

There were 99 inmates in the Asylum at the end of the 
year. 


(23.)—CHARITABLE INSTITUTIONS. 


Besides the Government hospitals and asylum there are no 
Almshouses or private charitable institutions in the Colony, 
excepting the Princess Christian Hospital, founded at the instance 
of Bishop Ingham and his wife in 1892, which is situated in 
Fourah Bay Road, on the grounds of Bishop’s Court. 

The Colonial Government votes 4002 annually towards the 
relief of the poor generally, and the grant is distributed monthly 
by the Charity Commissioners. 


(24.)—Savines Bank. 


The Treasury Savings Bank was established in January 1882. 
The number of depositors at the end of that year was 44. On 
31st December 1893 the depositors were 2,206, and the amount 
due to them 30,7252, which shows that this institution is much 
appreciated by the public. 


(25.)—RatLways, Canats, Roaps, &c. 


There are no railways, canals, inland telegraphs, or telephones in 
the Colony, and but few roads deserving the name. Internal 
communication is chiefly by water. Horses do not live in the 
Colony for any time. 

Telegraphic communication with Europe, by way of Bathurst 
in the Gambia, was established in 1886. An annual subsidy of 
1,300/. is payable to the African Direct Telegraph Company for 
20 years. 

Mr. W. Bradford, C.E., Railway Surveyor, arrived in the Colony 
on 8th November, with instructions to see in the first place how the 
shipping in the port of Freetown, and Freetown itself, can be 
connected with the adjacent country and “hinterland ” by alight 
railway, and whether the rich country to the south of the 
Peninsula of Sierra Leone, and especially the Sulima valley, 
can be advantageously served by a separate railway. 

A survey of the route from Freetown to Bumban, 140 miles, and 
Mina to Gorahun, 55 miles, was completed before Mr. Bradford’s 
return to England in May this year 


COLONIAL REPORTS.—ANNUAL. 13 


(26.)\—Posr Statistics. 


There were 26 Post Offices and 2 Money Order Offices in the 
Colony at the end of the year. The total number of letters, &c. 
dealt with in 1893 was 342,152, and the Money Order transactions 
amounted to 36,495, showing a considerable increase over previous 
years. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 


I am pleased to be able to reiterate the statement in my report 
on the Blue Book of the Colony for the year 1892 as to the 
general condition of the Colony being satisfactory. 

The people are progressive, loyal, and contented. The treaty 
Chiefs continue to be on friendly terms with the Government. 


The Public Heaith. 


The Colonial Surgeon in his annual report for 1893 states :— 


‘The public health during the year was satisfactory. A large 
number of Kuropean ladies resided in Freetown, as in the year 1892. 
On the whole the health of the European population was good, 
there being only eight deaths registered amongst the residents. 

“Of the i8 Europeans buried in the Freetown cemetery 
(including 5 brought in from mail steamers) the causes of death 
were registered as follows for those residing in the Colony :— 


4 from Pernicious Malarial Fever. 
1 ,, Puerperal Fever. 

1 , Acute Rheumatic Fever. 

1 ,,  Sub-acute Mania. 

1 ,, Tetanus Neonaturum.” 


The diseases prevalent during the year were the usual Malarial 
Fever, Dysentery, and diseases of the chest, such as Pneumonia 
and Bronchitis. 

Very few cases of small-pox were recorded in Freetown. 


Rainfall. 


The rainfall for the year, as taken at the Colonial Hospital, 
Freetown, was 168°06 inches, as against 145°78 in 1892. 


Monrovia. 


In pursuance of instructions, the Governor proceeded to Monrovia 
ov 18th January. He was cordially received by his Excellency 
the President, and had a long conversation with him on the state of 
affairs in Half Cavalla caused by British traders landing goods at 
p aces other than ports of entry on the Liberian coast. 
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SIERRA 
L£ONE, The Governor's Salary. 


1893, 


Time ar tare 


The Governor’s salary and office expenses (2,5001.), an annual 
grant from Imperial funds in previous years, was this year, 
in view of the great improvement which has taken place in the 
financial position of the colony, paid from Colonial funds. 


Hon. S. Lewis, C.M.G. 


Among the Birthday honours of the year, the Companionship 
of the Most Distinguished Order of Saint Michael and Saint 
George was conferred upon Honourable Samuel Lewis, unofficial 
member of the Legislative Council. 

Mr. Lewis is the first native African in Africa who has been 
the recipient of such high honour, and the intelligence was received 
in the Colony with much satisfaction’ by all classes of the 


community. 
Proclamation. 


On 10th July the Administrator (Major Crooks), accompanied 
by an escort of 100 men ofthe West India Regiment with six field 
guns, left Freetown for Porto Lokkoh, to assert sovereignty over 
the district ceded to the Government by the treaty entered into 
in 1825 by Major-General ‘Turner and the Chiefs of the Baca 
Loko District. 

On the following day, a meeting of the Chiefs was held on a 
large open plain where the Muslims generally assemble to pray on 
their yreat feast days, when the Proclamation was read, the Union 
Jack hoisted, and a royal salute fired. 

The gathering was said to be one of the largest and most 
orderly that has ever taken place at one time from and around the 
District of Porto Lokkoh. The military escort was drawn up in 
line with the field guns to the left, and the bright uniforms and 
glistening bayonets in the morning sun presented a scene such as 
has never before, I believe, been witnessed in that district, and it 
created a very strong impression on the minds of the audience, who 


sat as if spellbound. 


Treaty. 


On 26th September a Treaty was entered into by the 
Administrator with Bey Inga, King of the Ro Bureh or Small 
Skarcies country, placing the country under the protection of 


Great Britain. 
The King was promised by Her Majesty’s Government that the 
1d not be interfered with beyond what 


customs of his country wou 
may be necessary to maintain peace and order and to prevent the 


traffic in slaves. 
The district affected by 
Small Skarcies river, between t 


this step lies on both banks of the 
he Magbemah and Mafoki Districts, 
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and its Chiefs entered into a treaty of friendship with Her 
Majesty's Government as far back as 1851. 


The Locusts. 


On 25th November a vast swarm of locusts, passed over 
Freetown from the eastern district (Waterloo), darkening the 
heavens as they moved along and damaging the rice crop. 

There was considerable excitement in the city on the occasion, 
no similar visitation having taken place since 1843. 

In the earlier part of the year the locusts passed over the farms 
in the Great and Small Skarcies districts and North Bullom. 


In reference to the expedition to Tambi, 1892, I remarked 
that “ West Africa is seldom free from intertribal wars, and that 
“ Sierra Leone may be said to have had its own share in little 
“ wars during the past decade.” 

Unfortunately the year 1893 was no exception in this respect, 
it being found necessary to despatch an— 


Expedition against the Sofas. 


The Government having received several reports from the 
Police of the depredations committed and the devastation wrought 
by the Sofas in Kuniki and Kuranko, it was decided to send an 
expeditionary force against them in November. 

Accordingly a force of 17 officers and 431 men, under the 
command of Colonel A. B. Ellis, C.B., the West India Regiment, 
left Freetown during the last week of November and early part 
of December, and advanced from Bendu in Sherbro to Banguma 
in Bambara vid Mafwe, and thence to Kerra Yemma, the chief 
position of the Sofas. 

Before daybreak on the 23rd December the British Camp at 
Warina, Konnoh Country, was attacked by Lieutenant Maritz, 
of the French Army, with a force of 30 Tirailleurs Senegalais, 
and about 1,200 Native Allies, mistaking the force in camp 
to be Sofas, under Porokerri, endeavouring to escape from the 
sphere of British influence and juin Samadu. A very heavy and 
well-sustained fire, both from rifles and muskets, was kept up on 
the camp and our losses in this melancholy affair were, killed, 
Lieutenants Liston and Wroughton, Sergeant-Major, and four 
privates, Ist Battalion West India Regiment, and Captain Lendy, 
Inspector-General, and two privates of the Frontier Police Force ; 
wounded, one Sergeant-Major and 14 men of the West India 
Regiment and three men of the Frontier Police. 

Lieutenant Maritz died at noon, from wounds received, and he 
was buried with military honours along with our dead at 4 p.m. 

The Sofas attacked the town of Tungeah in the Mongrey 
District, on the morning of 28th December, but were repulsed 
with considerable loss by the Frontier Police under Sub-Inspector 
Taylor. Porokerri, the leader of the party, was killed, 
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At Bagbwema (on 2nd January 1894) the Sofas were taken by 
surprise and their loss was about 200 killed and 77 prisoners, 
Ta the forest outside the town about 70 were shot down; 673 
slaves, women and children, who had been carried off by the 
Sofas in their various raids, were rescued. 

The troops commenced the return march on 10th January 1894, 
and the headquarters of the expedition reached Freetown on 21st. 

The officer in command reports that the devastation wrought 
by the Sofas was far greater than he had supposed. In addition 
to the depredations committed in Kuniki and Kuranko, a large 
part of Bambara, the northern half of Saua Konno, and the 
whole of Sanda Konno, had been laid waste. The Sofas were 
simply slave hunters. With or without pretext they attacked in 
succession the surrounding tribes, taking the rice and other crops 
for their own use, slaughtering the men, and seizing the women 
and children as slaves. It will take many years to repair the 
mischief done. 


The Training Squadron, consisting of H.M. Ships “ Active,” 
“Volage,” “Calypso,” and “Ruby,” visited Freetown in 
December, en route to the West Indies. 

I have, &c. 
J. J. CROOKS, 
Colonial Secretary. 

His Excellency Colonel F. Cardew, O.M.G., 

Governor and Commander-in-Chief 
of Sierra Leone. 
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The following, among other, Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial 
Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained fora few pence from 
the sources indicated on the title page :— 


ANNUAL. 
No. Colony. ; Year. 
87 | Falkland Islands - - . - -{| 1892 
&8 | Gold Coast . < eC : ‘ “ 
89 | Basutoland - . “ ‘ - | 1892-93 
90 | Ceylon - « ‘ . « -| 1892 
91 Zululand - i - - : « ‘ 
92 | Mauritius - - . - - = ms 
93 | Labuan - - - “ - - 5 
94 | British Honduras - - ° . 3 Ke 
95 | Lagos - - = - i , _ 
96 | Sierra Leone - - ‘ = a bh 
97 | Fiji - - " . . ‘ fe 
98 | Rodrigues - - = - « . 3 
99 | St. Helena . - ™ = . S 
100 | British Bechuanaland - - - - | 1892-93 
101 British Guiana - - - " - 
102 | Newfoundland - = “ 1892 
1038 Jamaica - - - - - - | 1892-93: 
104 | Victoria - . - - - - 1892 
105 | Bermuda - - - - - “ 1893 
106 | Gambia - - - < mt " a 
107 | Hong Kong - - < - z - 
108 | St. Vincent m= - ~ 4 “i is 
109 | Gibraltar - - - - - . = 
110 | Bahamas - - = “ om i i 
111 | Turks and Caicos Islands - - - - os 
112 | Leeward Islands - - . = A 
113 | Barbados - - - - - “ 35 
114 | Malta - - - ~ . - 5 
115 | Zululand - - - - : é “, 
116 | British Honduras - - - « . * 
117. | Trinidad and Tobago - - = - G 
118 | FalklandIslands - - - - ° 35 
119 | Rodrigues - : - - - - i 
120 | Mauritius - - - - - . es 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
el A I a ee ee ae ee ee aN 
No. Colony. Subject. 
1 | Gold Coast - - | Economic Agriculture. 
2 | Zululand - - - | Forests. 
3 | Sierra Leone - - | Geology and Botany. 
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No. 121. 
STRAITS SETTLEMENTS. SermianieNrs 


[For Report for 1892, see Colonial Report (Annual) No. 81.] 


Sir C. B. H. Mircuett to the Marquess of Ripon. 


Tanjong Kling, Malacca, 
My Lok, September 9, 1894. — 
I HAVE the honour to forward copies of the report by the 
Colonial Secretary, in anticipation of the Blue Bock of the Straits 
Settlements for the year 1893. 
I have, &e. 
(Signed) OC. B, H. Mrrcnex.. 


REPORT IN ANTICIPATION OF THE STRAITS SETTLEMENTS 
Buvuse Book For THE YEAR 1893. 


(Extract,*) 
FINANCIAL, 


For the Straits Settlements, as for other silver-using countries, 
the year 1893 was one of exceptional difficulty and crisis. The, 
sudden appreciation of gold, and the consequent rapid decline in 
the exchange value of the local currency, not only caused such a 
dislocation of trade as to create considerable anxiety among the 
mercantile community (a result the gravity of which can hardly 
be over-estimated in a Colony whose importance and prosperity 
have from the first been based on the volume of trade attracted to 
its two great commercial centres—Singapore and Penang) but 
placed the Colonial Government face to face with a number of 
problems connected with the successful carrying on of the 
administration under largely altered conditions, 

2. The possibility of such changes in the currency itself as 
might secure, in some measure, that fixity of exchange without 
which, it was contended by some, the trade of the Colony could 
not rest on a sure and stable basis, engaged the attention 
both of the Government and the mercantile community through- 
out the year. Insignificant in point of area, even if their 
dependencies—the Protected States of the Malay Peninsuia 
-—are counted in, the Straits Settlements take no mean place in 
the trade statistics of the Empire, and the question of placing 
* Norr.—Some of the statistics contained in the original report have been omitted. 

I 83930, Wt, 20348. 
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their trade on a satisfactory basis deserves, therefore, and should 
command, the interest of many outside the narrow limits of the. 
Colony itself. 

3. In the month of July, a Committee, comprising some of the 
leading European and Chinese merchants, as well as several 
of the senior officers of Government, commenced its sittings in 
Singapore, and in September their report, with various appendices, 
including notes of the evidence taken, was remitted to the 
Colonial Office. 

4, Although all were agreed as to the serious effect which the 
condition of the local currency was having on trade and capital, 
a notable divergence revealed itself among the members of 
the Committee as to the remedy which should be adopted. ‘The 
proposal which received the support of the largest number was 
the inclusion of the Settlements within the currency area of 
British India, and even those who did not take this view 
recognised that one great difficulty in dealing with the question 
arises from the fact that, unlike India, the Settlements have, 
except subsidiary coins, no coinage of their own.* The position 
of the Colony in this respect is anomalous, the legal tender being 
the Mexican dollar and the Japanese yen—coins obtained trom 
foreign countries, and over the supply of which the local | 
Government is not able to exercise any control. } 

5. The consideration of the other questions arising from the 
same cause, viz.,the decline in the exchange value of silver, was 
necessarily postponed till the end of the year, in the hope that 
some solution of the currency problem might be found. While, 
on the one hand, many of the existing sources of revenue were 
seriously threatened by the dislocation of trade, on the other, great 
caution had to be exercised in devising new means of raising 
revenue without interfering with the freedom of trade which had 
enabled the Settlements to grow into great entrepdts ofcommerce. 
Moreover, a largely enhanced proportion of the revenue had, 
under the new conditions, to be set aside to meet those items of 
expenditure which have to be paid in England, suchas stores, &c. 
procured through the Crown Agents, and the contribution paid 
by the Colonial to the Home Government towards the maintenance 
of an Imperial garrison in Singapore. And again, while it 
was generally felt that the decline in the value of salaries paid in 
silver inflicted unmerited hardship upon the European officers 
of Government, it was not possible to offer them any compensation 
until the financial position of the Colony should be more 
assured. 

6. The influence of the above considerations will be apparent 
in the following review of the finances of the Colony, while at the 
same time the statistics of trade and shipping for the year (which 
will be found below) offer satisfactory evidence of the stable 
foundation of the prosperity of the Settlements. . 


* Nors.—Since the above was written it has been decided to coin a British dollar 
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7. The Revenue of the Colony for the year 1893 amounted to 
$3,706,308 (Singapore $2,099,029, Penang $1,323,340, Malacca 
$283,939) being more than the Revenue of 1892 by $53,430. 

8. The principal heads under which the increase is noticeable 
are :— . 


$ 
Land revenue ~ - = - - 19,991 
. Fees of office - - - - 24,482 
Interest ~ ~ ~ - - 38,700 


In the case of Land Revenue, the increase is mainly due to 
the recovery of payment for certain Crown lands which had 
been the subject of encroachment by private persons For these, 
on approved terms, grants were issued. ‘There were no special 
sales of town lands during the year. 


The growth of the permanent Land Revenue continues to be 


satisfactory. The steady rise of Crown Rents in all three Settlements, 
in consequence of improved aCministration, was the subject of 
remark in last year’s report. The rise has been as follows :— 
In Singapore, from $27,891 in 1883 to $41,676 in 1893; in 
Penang, from $26,179 in 1883 to $61,887 in 1893; and in 
Malacca, from $55,441 in 1883 to $77,497 in 1893. The 
increase under the head of Fees of Office is due to the collection 
of new fees for the veterinary inspection of animals imported 
into the Colony, and to increased receipts under the Chinese 
Immigration Ordinance. 

9. The principal decrease was under the head of Licences, the 
receipts for 1892 having been swelled by an item of $49,000 
received in that year. for arrears for 1890 on the Singapore 
opium and spirit farms. 

10. The expenditure for 1893 amounted to $3,915,482, showing 
a decrease as compared with 1892 of $350,925. 

The principal heads under which a decrease is apparent are as 

follows :— 


$ 
Works and buildings - - 192,480 
Military expenditure : - - 85,444 
Interest - - - - - 51,410 
Roads, streets and bridges - - - 34,775 
Revenue services - - - - 15,593 


It should be observed, however, that the amount paid away in 
1892 under the heading of Military expenditure included a final 
payment of $162,162 for arrears. 

The most noticeable increase is under the head of Miscellanecus 
Services, and amounts to $23,874. 

11. A comparison of the assets and liabilities on 31st December 
1893 gives a balance in favour of assets of $1,534,514, as against 
$1,726,683 on the 31st December 1892, showing that the available 
balances have been encroached upon to the extent of $192,169. 
In the balance of $1,533,874 are included the investments given 
under the head of Dependencies, amounting to $1,110.464, these 
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being loans to the Native States and the municipality of 
Malacca. 

12. The downward tendency of exchange after May 1893, is 
exhibited in the following table, which is inserted in order to show 
the course of exchange during the year :— 


. he my he 
BIg : 43 2 i 2 3 
Bank Bills. | 3 | & 3 disigisn lb aie él g 
q 3 3 3 Q S 5 
Sta) es | ee Peo eel oa SF heel aw 
&. djs djs. djs. djs. dja. djs. dj) 8 dis. djs. dls. dls. de 
On London :— 
Sterling, on 
demand, 


Highest -|2 84/2 83/2 83/2 8§|2 93/2 8%/2 72/2 6/2 52/2 5/2 48/2 48 


Lowest - |2 8§|2 84/2 8$/2 83/2 84/2 7/2 48/2 58/2 53/2 43/2 4/2 4b 


The average rate of exchange during the year on demand was 
2s. 73d, andat four months’ sight was 2s. 74d., as compared with 
2s. 102d. and 2s. 103d. in the preceding year. 

The total estimated bank note circulation of the Colony on the 
31st December 1893, was $7,119,480. It is confined entirely to 
the note issue of the Chartered Bank of India, Australia and 
China, and of the Hong Kong and Shanghai Banking Corporation, 
as the reconstructed Mercantile Bank of India, Limited, issued no 
notes during the year. 


MUNICIPALITIES. 


13. It is impossible, within the limits of this report, to do more 
than give a general view of the financial position of the municipal 
bodies in the Colony. 

The expenditure has exceeded the revenue in all the Munici- 
palities. The Singapore Municipality has obtained a new loan of 
$150,000, and the Penang cash balance has been much reduced. 
The Malacca Waterworks were completed in 1893 by Government, 
at a total cost, including up-keepfor six months, of $250,083. 
The quality of the water is not, however, yet satisfactory, and 
further expenditure to improve the supply may become necessary. 
In the meantime, no water-rate can be levied in Malacca. 

The bulk of the expenditure on roads and bridges falls on the 
general revenue of the Colony, and not on the rates. 


LEGISLATION. 


14. In comparison with some previous years, there was little 
fresh legislation in 1893. Ten meetings of the Legislative 
Council were held, and seven Ordinances were passed, intituled 
as follows :— 

No, I.—An Ordinance to provide for the Recognition in the 
Colony of Probates and Letters of Administration granted 
in the United Kingdom and in British Possessions, 
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No. IJ.—An Ordinance to amend the law as to Appeals in : 


Civil Matters. 

No. III.—An Ordinance to consolidate, define, and amend 
the Law of Evidence. 

No. IV.—An Ordinance for the Incorporation of the Titular 
Anglican Bishop of Singapore, Labuan, and Sarawak. 

No. V.—An Ordinance for making provision for the Public 
Service for the year 1894. 

No. VI.—<An Ordinance fur making Final Provision for the 
Public Service for the year 1892. 

No. VIL—aAn Ordinance to amend “ The Societies Ordinance 
1889.” 

The most important of these, viz., No. III., the Evidence 
Ordinance, is based on the Indian Evidence Act. The new 
Criminal Procedure Code, which passed the Council in 1892, has 
not yet been brought into force, the principal difficulty being those 
parts of this measure which prescribe the duties of the Public 
Prosecutor and his deputies , which, it is feared, may involve special 
expenditure if put in force. 


ReGistRY OF DEEDS, 


15. The fees collected under “The Registration of Deeds 
Ordinance, 1886” (which is based on the principle of the 
Yorkshire Act, and has been so far only applied to the Settlement of 
Singapore), amounted to $5,290, being 75 cents below the total 
receipts of the previcus year. Preparation was commenced for 
the application of this Ordinance to the Settlement of Penang, 
where the extent of occupied land, and consequently the number 
of titles and dealings in land, are larger than in Singapore. 


PupLtic WorRKS AND SURVEYS. 


16. The financial outlook debarred the Government from 
initiating any costly works during the year, and rigid economy had 
to be exercised even in respect of the up-keep and maintenance of 
existing roads and buildings. Under these circumstances, the 
completion of the Malacca Water Works, already mentioned, 
constitutes the only undertaking tu which reference need here be 
made, It has been seen above that the expenditure for the year 
shows a decrease under the two headings of Works and Buildings, 
and Roads, Streets and Bridges, of no less than $225,447 on the 
figures for 1892. 

The close of the year saw the completion of the revenue survey 
of Penang Island, George ‘Town, and Province Wellesley. 


PostaL DEPARTMENT. 


17. There was a considerable increase in the correspondence 
which passed through this Department, evidenced by the fact that 
5,313,340 articles were received and despatched in 1893, as 
compared with 5,023,340 in 1892. 
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_ Srrarrs The postal revenue amounted to $138,322, and exceeded the 
Meee expenditure by $590, but fell short of the total receipts of 1892 by 
ear $28. 


The silver crisis in June had a very depressing effect on the 
business of the Money Order Branch during the second half of the 
year. The transactions in 1893 numbered 32,900 for an aggregate 
amount of $572,791, as compared with 33,651 for $588,126 in 
the previous year. The decrease was chiefly in business with 
India, but, in spite of exchange continuing to be unfavourable to 
remitters, there are signs of returning activity in this branch. 

In view of the heavy fall in the value of silver, steps have been 
taken to re-adjust the scale of Straits postage rates to a closer 
equivalent of the Postal Union tariff, with effect from the Ist. 
March 1894. 


Savines BAnk. 


18. The following statement gives the particulars of the 
business transacted by the branches at Singapore, Penang, and 
Malacca during the year :— 


— | Singapore. Penang. | Malacca. 

New accounts opened - . - 553 147 43 | 
Accounts closed - - - 417 98 28 
Accounts open at the end of the year - 1,188 308 72 

$ $ $ 

Deposited in 1893 - - - 102,346 30,904 7,798 
Repaid in 1893 - - - - 89,457 80,584 6,638 
Balance due to depositors at close of 3 
1893 - - - - - 155,890 40,693 ' 8,354 


The increase in the amount deposited during the year over that 
deposited in the previous year was $1,282. The deposits during 
1892 showed an increase over the figures for 1891 of $17,315. 

The total sum at the credit of depositors on the 31st December, 
1893, was $204,937, and the aggregate amount lodged since the 
establishment of the Bank in 1877 proved to be $1,188,080.. 
Under Ordinance III. of 1891, the sum of $90,670 has been. 
invested in Government of India 4 per cent. Rupee Paper. 


EDUCATION. 


19. Two hundred and thirty-six (236) schools were inspected, 
and 8,581 pupils examined during the year, as compared with 200 
schools and 8,468 pupils in 1892. 

The expenditure on Education amounted to $183,345, as. 
compared with an expenditure of $180,350 in 1892. 
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The average enrolment at the boys’ schools in the Colony is 


shown in the following table :— : 
— | 1892.. 1893. 
Government English schools - - 1,027 980: 
Aided English Schools - - - 8,419 4,861 
Government Malay schools - - - 7,216 7,106 
Total - - - - 11,662 12,947 


The average enrolment in the Government and Private 
Girls’ Schools in 1892 was 1,912, as against 1,781 in the previous 
year. 

During the year, a special Committee appointed by the Governor 


investigated and reported on the system of Malay Vernacular 


Education in vogue in the Colony. 


POPULATION. 


19. The number of births registered in 1893 in all the 
Settlements was 12,388, of which 6,555 were those of male, and 
5,833 those of female, children. 

The deaths registered in 1893 numbered 16,945 as against 
16,033 in 1892, or an increase of 912, the highest rate of 
mortality having been recorded at Singapore. As in 1892, the 
greatest number of deaths occurred among persons between the 
ages of 25 and 35. 

The following table gives the number of births and deaths 
registered in each Settlement during the past two years :— 


Births. Deaths. 
Settlement. 

1892. 1893. 1892. 1893. 

Singapore - - 3,326 3,332 5,621 6,776 
Dindings - - - 104 110 29 95 
Penang - : 2,395 2,303 4,241 4,167 
Province Wellesle - 3,262 3,487 8,331 2,956 
Malacca - - - 3,603 3,156 2,761 2,951 
Total = - 12,690 12,388 16,088 | 16,945 


21. In this connexion, it may not be without advantage to guard 
against a misconception which might not unnaturally arise from the 
comparison of the above figures with those of other tropical 
Colonies with a large settled indigenous population. A death-rate 
so largely in excess of the recorded birth-rate might be taken 
to indicate either exceptional unhealthiness of climate or a deplor- 
able deficiency in sanitary precautions, The disproportion may, 
however, be explained in the main by a glance at the composition 
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of the population of the Colony. The Census returns for 1891 
gave a total for the three Settlements of 512,342 persons, of whom 
less than a third were females. The Chinese, excluding Straits- 
born, numbered in all 193,232, the bulk of these being immigrants 
from South China, who have left their wives and families behind 
them. The proportion of males to females among the Chinese in 
the Colony was more than six to one. A similar disproportion 
between the sexes is to be noticed, though in less degree, among 
the Tamils from the Coromandel coast, who form another 
important element in the population, as well as among the 
Europeans and the various races of the Archipelago represented. 
The only stable elements are the Malays and Jawi Pekans 
(196,243), the Eurasians (7,057) and the Straits-born Chinese 
(34,757), which all show a slight preponderance of females. The 
decade {881 to 1891 showed an average annual increase in the 
population of 2°1 per cent. The present population may, therefore, 
be roughly estimated at 545,000. 

Statistics relating to the health of the Settlements during the 
vear will be found lower down under the heading “ Public 
Health.” 


CHINESE IMMIGRATION. 


22. During the year 1893 there was a large increase in the 
arrivals of Chinese deck passengers from China, the number 
being 189,843, as sompared with 122,029 in 1892 and 126,088 
in 1891. Coolies have arrived from Hong Kong, Swatow, Amoy, 
and Hainan in increased numbers. 

There was an increase of 2,773 in the number of female 
immigrants, 9,640 having arrived, as against 6,867 in 1892. Of 
these, 6,387 landed in Singapore, 3,215 proceeded to Penang 
and 38 to other ports. One thousand two hundred and eighty- 
three (1,283) of the Singapore arrivals proceeded subsequently 
to the Protected Native States and other places. 

The total number of labour contracts executed in the Colony 
was 38,326, as against 23,448 in 1892. Contracts to labour in 
the Dutch Possessions show an increase of 4,392, and the Native 
States contracts an increase of 9,725. Contracts for Province 
Wellesley also show an increase of 376, 

Out of the total number of contracts made in the Colony, 
29,179 were for labour in the Colony and Protected Native 
States, and 9,147 for labour in other places. The corresponding 
figures for 1892 were, respectively, 18,991 and 4,457. 


Inp1an IMMIGRATION, 


23. During the year, 2,106 statute immigrants with 237 
dependents arrived in the Colony. 

Of this number, 1,189 were for service in the Colony, and 917 
for service in the Native States. The figures show an increase in 
the number of statute immigrants of 385, as compared with 1892, 
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Fifteen thousand eight hundred and seventy-seven (15,877) 
immigrants not under indenture arrived in the Colony, showing a 
decrease of 493, as compared with the previous year’s arrivals. 
Fourteen thousand and forty-four (14,044) immigrants returned 
to India. 

The following table gives the statistics of the Indian Immigration 
Department for the last 11 years :— 


| 18, 1884, 185 1, 1887. | 1888. | 1889. | 1s, 180, 102 1893. 


Immigrants under 

indenture - | 1,450] 1,539] 1,642] 2,748] 4,786 4,684 2,747 | 2,960] 3,443] 1,628] 2,106 
Dependents- -]| 176| 177 49) 244) 810 817 104 158} 298] 423 237 
Free immigrants | 8,979 |14,365 |19,819 |17,316 | 12,156 15,812 | 15,285 | 18,801/26,446 |16,370 | 15,877 

Total arrivals - |10,605 |16,081 |21,510 |20,308 | 17,202 20,813 | 18,186 | 21,419/30,182 |18,421 | 18,220 
Returned to India | 9,041 10,749 |13,417 |18,105 | 12,596 | 13,190 | 14,099 | 15,276|23,913 |17,'722 14,044 
Remained in the : 

Colony = - | 1,564] 5,332] 8,093) 2,203] 4,606 7,623 4,037 


6,143} 6,269] 699 | 4,176 


TRADE. 


24. The following tables give the value of the imports and 
exports at the three Settlements in 1893 and 1892 respectively :— 


Imports. 
— Singapore. | Penang. | Malacca. | Total. 
MERCHANDISE, § $ $ 
1893 11,582,432 8,878,943 -_ 15,461,375 
United Kingdom - - 
1892 12,435,751 3,374,873 147,457 15,957,581 
] 1893 25,297,299 14,899,133 — 40,196,432 
British Possessions - - 
1892 23,284,426 14,909,704 _ 38,194,130 
1893 67,239,825 20,967,682 388,809 88,596,316 
Foreign Countries - - 
1892 56,676,554 18,767,694 278,283 75,722,481 
1893 4,124,097 2,796,443 1,270,574 8,191,114 
Inter-Settlements - - 
1892 4,200,195 2,231,023 1,079,540 7,510,758. 
: 1893 | 108,243,658 42,542,201 1,659,383 152,445,287 
Total Value of Merchandise 
1892 96,596,953 39,282,794 1,505,230 137,384,950 
TREASURE. 
1898 15,780,989 1,367,931 71,891 17,170,811 
Total Value of Treasure . { 
1892 10,873,186 2,188,782 177,055 12,688,973 
Total Import s of Merchan- f 1893 | 128,974,642 43,910,182 1,781,274 169,616,048 
diseand Treasure = -_ 0 yg99 | 106,970,068 | 41,421,576 1,682,285 | 150,073,928 
Grand Total Value of the Imports of the Straits be 169,616,048 | 
Settlements - - - - ~l1g92 | 150,073,928 
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Exports. 
—-. | Singapore. Penang. | Malacca. | Total. 
MERCHANDISE. 
$ $ $ $ 
, ; 1893 17,887,530 12,082,871 _ 29,970,401 
United Kingdom - - 
1892 15,753,588 9,246,674 — 25,000,257 
1893 12,542,366 6,192,008 — 18,784,374 
British Possessions - : 
1892 10,744,016 5,848,765 _ 16,592,781 
: 1893 | 59,036,668 | 18,083,680 885,730 | 77,506,078 
Foreign Countries - - 
1892 5,5497,427 18,202,214 324,845 73,924,486 
1893 3,413,564 3,377,472 1,535,043 8,326,079 
Inter-Settlements - - 
1892 2,358,749 3,782,640 1,173,183 7,814,572 
, 1893 92,880,128 39,736,031 1,920,778 134,536,932 


Total value of Merchandise - i d 
1892 84,358,775 37.080,293 1,398,028 122,832,096 


— 


TREASURE. 
i 15,575,954 8,957,691 84,405 19,618,050 
1892 18,496,674 6,594,525 88,672 20,179,871 


Total value of Treasure 


a 108,456,082 43,693,722 2,005,178 154,154,982 
1892 97,850,449 43,674,818 1,486,700 143,011,967 _ 


Total exports of Merchandise 
and Treasure - - - 


1893 | 154,154,982 
1892 | 143,011,967 


Grand Total Value of the Exports of the Straits 
Settlements - - . « 


25. The trade of the year (as shown in the above table) has no 
been wholly unsatisfactory, notwithstanding the continuous decline 
in exchange. The loss caused by the depreciation fell most heavily 
on the wage-earning classes and upon those firms principally 
concerned with import business. In all cases where the produce 
of the Straits has had to compete with that of gold countries, the 
low exchange has operated in favour of the export trade of the 
Colony, The political complication which arose in Siam about 
the middle of the year caused an interruption to the important 
trade between Singapore and Bangkok, which was, however, largely 
made up for by the rush of business which ensued when matters 
again settled down, On the other hand, the new Tariff for 
French Indo-China threatens to extinguish the trade of the Straits 
with that country, the same right under the minimum tariff clause 
being denied to the Celony which is allowed to the mother country. 
The imports from French Indo-China (Colony or Protectorate) 
declined from $6,894,551, to $6,408,980, and the exports from 
$9.038,213 to $1,376,890. . , 

26. The Colony’s total trade in merchandise reckoned in silver 
shows an increase of over 1C per cent. on 1892, there being an 
increase on the Import side of nearly 11 per cent., and on the 
Export side of over 94 per cent. The increase is, however, 
counterbalanced by the decline of nearly 104 per cent. in the 
ayerage sterling exchange value of the dollar in 1893 compared 
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with the average in 1892. The following are the totals for 1892 
and 1893, deducting Treasure :— 


| 


Sincal 1893. 1892. 
$ $ 
Value of Imports “ - - 152,445,237 137,384,950 
Value of Exports - So os 134,536,982 | 122,832,096 
Total - a - 286,982,169 | 260,217,046 


_-__—_—_————————_—__——_—___———————————— 


Converting these totals into sterling at the rates of 2s. 62d. per 
dollar for 1893, and 2s. 103d. per dollar for 1892, we have the 
following results :— 


eee | 18938. 1892. 
£ £ 
Value of Imports - - - 19,532,046 19,605,977 
Value of Exports - ° “ 17,237,544 17,529,164 


Total - - - 36,769,590 37,135,141 


— 


While, therefore, there is an increase in dollar value of 
$26,765,123 in the trade in merchandise, its sterling value exhibited 
a decrease of 365,551. 

27, It will be convenient to deal with the results, in the first 
instance, as they affect the principal countries with which the 
Straits have commercial relations, and afterwards to point out 
the effects upon the trade in certain leading commodities of import 
or export. 

28. Taking value alone, the imports from the United Kingdom 
show a decrease of nearly half a million of dollars, in spite of the 
higher value put on the goods on arrival, so that it is clear that 
the actual decrease was even more serious. ‘The principal falling off 
has been in cotton piece goods and coal. The exports to the United 
Kingdom show an increase of $4,970,144, principally in tin, 
gambier, hides and sugar, Exports to the United States fell from 
$10,917,099 to $6,443,659. 

From. British India and Burma the imports were valued at 
$22,374,573, as against $21,832,491 in1893, the increase in this case 
being counterbalanced by the fall in the rupee exchange value of 
the dollar consequent on the closing of the Calcutta Mint. 
The exports rose from $7,592,955 in 1892 to $9,004,468 in 
1893. ‘I'he trade with Netherlands India (which has the same 
currency as Holland, and is therefore to be reckoned among gold 
countries) shows a small increase in imports ($21,409,443, against 
$20,242,002 in 1892) and a larger increase in exports, viz., 
$26,156,035, against $23,816,632. 
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29, Turning now to the principal silver countries with which the 
Colony deals, the trade with which has been only indirectly affected 
by the silver crisis, a very satisfactory advance may be observed. 

The imports from Hongkong and China amounted in 1893 to 
$19,385,774 (Hongkong $16,035,507, China direct $3,350,277) 
as against $16,757,420 in 1892. The exports amounted to 
$12,372,177 (Hongkong $8,231,456 and China direct $4,140,721) 
against $11,275,773 in 1892. ‘The trade with Japan shows 

also a marked increase—in Imports from $857,791 in 1892 to 
$2,204,425 in 1893, and in Exports from $170,665 to $454,127 
in the year under review. 

The Imports from the Malay Peninsula (including the Siamese 
States) reached $34,422,611, as against $29,185,087——the increase 
being largely due to the greatly stimulated output of tin and tin 
ore in the Protected States, while the Exports advanced from 
$12,611,914 to $14,979,724. 

30. The following table exhibits the increase and decrease in 
the Export and Import of certain commodities as compared with 
the preceding year :— 


Imports. 
a ener SPE Se 
——— | 1893. 1892. | Increase. Decrease. 
ne ener epee ere ee 
Pieces. Pieces. 
Cotton piece goods - | 3,765,832 4,627,745 - 861,913 
Tons. Tons. 
Coal - rs m 334,138 334,305 ie 167 
Pikuls. Pikuls. 
Rice - “ - | 6,702,383 | 6,318,981 383,402 cee 
Chests, Chests. 
Opium - ¥ . 15,397 13,397 1,665 is 
Pieces. Pieces. 
Silk piece goods - - 390,514 255,491 135,023 
| Cases. Cases. 

Petroleum oe - | 1,028,516 825,991 202,525 sone 
ee eo ae ae EE ee “aie Se 
Exports. 
ee ee ETT EL, Oo, CE TE Oe ae ae 
Pikuls. Pikuls. 

Coffee - - - 50,764 69,747 — 18,983 
Gambier - - - 800,423 844,550 — 44,127 
Gums - z Oo 178,532 159,705 18,827 — 
Spices - - 925,129 910,386 14,743 = 
Tapioca - - -| 681,017 539,962 91,055 = 
ee ‘ -| 789,743 636,002 103,741 - 
Cour , -| 484,381 429,870 54,511 on 


og 
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31. A few remarks will help to give significance to the above 
figures. 

Cotton Goods.—The falling off in cotton goods is entirely on 
those imported from the United Kingdom. A trade with Japan 
sprang up suddenly during the year, the value of the Singapore 
imports of these goods from that country having risen from $1,520 
in 1892 to $105,014 in 1893. There has been a notable decrease 
on the export of cotton goods from Singapore to Saigon. 


Coal.-Low exchange and labour difficulties at home told 
heavily against Cardiff and in favour of Japan coal. The import 
figures from the latter country reached 118,379 tons, against 51,047 
tons in 1892. The imports from the United Kingdom and 
Australia show decreases of 34,166 tons and 37,594 tons 
respectively. 


Rice.—The principal feature calling for remark in respect to 
this trade was an advance on the imports from Siam balanced by 
a decreased importation from Saigon, Calcutta and Rangoon —the 
last of these in spite of an abundant padi harvest in Burma. 
The large trade in this commodity between Penang and Rangoon 


received, indeed, a severe check from the appreciation of the. 


rupee. 
Opium.-—There was an increase of 1,665 chests imported and 


an increased export of 810 chests as compared with 1892, The 


total imports amounted to 15,397 chests, and the exports to 12,501. 
In addition to these totals, 3,050 chests were transhipped in 
Singapore for Manila, Saigon, and Java. 


Petroleum.—There was an increased import of petroleum of 


over 200,000 cases, compared with the previous year. The 
increases were from Russia 112,986 cases, and from Sumatra 
172,494 cases. The American import fell off by 81,629 cases, 
Prices fell about 25 per cent., owing to competition. 

Gambier.—The total export of gambier shows a decrease of 
44,127 pikuls on the figures of the previous year, but was higher 
than that of any year before 1892. The total import was larger 
than in any preceding year. 

Gums.—lIncreased exports were observable in most gums, and 
the few decreases were unimportant, with the exception, perhaps, 
of gutta, which fell off nearly 4,000 pikuls. 


Spices.—The most important increase is in areca-nuts by 
74,014 pikuls, and the chief decreases in black pepper, 36,637 
pikuls, white pepper, 17,787 pikuls, and nutmegs 3,593 pikuls. 

Taptoca.—The increase is solely in flour, other kinds remaining 
stationary. Singapore received from Malacca 222,833 pikuls, 
being an increas« of 19,056 pikula. 


Tin.—The tin industry was very prosperous during the year 
The tin comes mostly from the Protected States of the Peninsula 
The quantity exporied was 103,741 pikuls in excess of the 
returns for 1892, 


SrRAITS 
SErTLEMENTS. 
1893. 


929 


930 


16 COLONIAL REPORTS.—ANNUAL. 
STRAITS The following table gives the exports in pikuls and tons for the 
Serra last five years :— | 
ats 1889 - - -  65654,747 pikuls=33,021 Tons. 
1800: 6) shiver tS -BN7E90- 53, SBOE ~ =, 
16d 2 36t S e 8 epee gt — “eee 0el: «,; 
1608 of ea oe se BAT 5, 
1893 ~ > = 739,743 ey) =44,032 99 


A very large falling off in the export to the United States was 
one of the features of the year. The exports to the United 
Kingdom, however, increased by 131,020 pikuls. 


SHIPPING. 
32. The following table shows the arrivals and departures of 


shipping in the Colony during 1893 and 1892 :— 


Steamers and Square-rigged Vessels. 


Singapore. Penang. Malacca. Total. 
No. Tons. No. Tons. No. | Tons No. Tons. 
Arrivals, 1893 - 4,435 | 3,519,063 2,898 | 1,597,441 1,376 239,898 8,709 | 5,356,402 
Do. 1892 - 4,143 | 3,280,222 2,970 | 1,630,643 1,344 239,232 8,457 | 5,150,097 
Departures, 1893 - 4,402 | 3,425,283 2,902 | 1,592,087 1,871 240,034 8,675 | 5,257,404 
Do. 1892 - 4,114 | 3,181,801 2,953 | 1,629,879 1,841 238,658 8,408 | 5,050,338 
Total, 1893 - 8,837 | 6,944,346 5,800 | 3,189,528 2,747 479,982 | 17,884 {10,613,806 
Do. 1892 - 8,257 | 6,462,023 5,923 | 3,260,522 2,685 477,890 | 16,865 {10,200,435 


Native Craft and Steamers under 50 Tons. 


— 


Singapore. Penang. Malacca. Total. 
No. Tons. No. Tons, No. Tons, No. Tons, 
Arrivals, 1893 - 7,062 277,994 4,193 92,887 1,744 28,120 | 12,999 399,001 
Do. 1892 - 7,966 809,162 4,479 101,752 2,092 35,601 | 14,537 446,515. 
Departures, 1893 - 6,936 270,391 4,200 91,530 1,725 27,569 | 12,861 389,490 
Do. 1892 - 7,887 307,258 4,524 103,946 2,087 85,479 | 14,498 446,683 


ee 


——} —. |__| | 


Total, 1893 18,998 | 548,385} 8,393 | 184,417) 3,469 55,689 | 25,860 | 788,491 
Do. 1892 -| 15,853} 616,420] 9,008 | 205,698 | 4,179 71,080 | 29,035 | 893,198 


ne eee eer enna EE ERI nd REE ERERENT 
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33. The number and tonnage of the new vessels built in the 
Colony in 1893 and 1892 is shown in the following table :— 


—=—_— No. Tonnage. 
1893ie - - - - 66 4,003 
1892 - - - - - 57 3,593 


34. Some idea of the relative importance of shipping and 
commerce in 1893 and 1892 for Singapore and Penang may be: 
gathered from the following Returns :— 


SHIPPING (EXOLUSIVE OF Native CraAFt). 


Singapore. 

1893 - 8,837 vessels, measuring 6,944,346 tons. 
1892 - 8,257 ,, a 6,462,023 ,, 
Penang. 

1893 - 5,800 vessels, measuring 3,189,522 tons. 
1892 - 6,923 __,, » 3,260,622 ,, 
TRADE, 

Singapore. 

$ 
1893 ~ & - - 232,450,724 
1892 - . - =e 204,820,511 
Penang. 
$ 
1893 : . “I - 87,603,854 
1892 ; - ‘ - 85,096,394 


The total increase in the revenue was $7,122.56, of which 
$6,511.32 was in Light Dues. To this item of revenue, Singapore 
contributed an increase of $4,791.16, Penang $1,494.45, and 
Malacca $225.71. 


35. The revenue (Light Dues and Miscellaneous Fees) collected 
by the Marine Department in each Settlement during 1892 and 
1893 appears in the subjoined table :— 


a Singapore. Penang. | Malacca. Total. 
ss. C ae ‘ oe §  «@. 
1893 - - - | 85,695 78 | 23,868 92 2,325 784; 111,890 48 
1892 - - - | 80,482 09 | 22,321 61 1,964 14] 104,767 84 
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LIGHTHOUSES, &c. 


36. The lighthouses, launches, buoys, and beacons were main- 
tained in an efficient condition. It was decided towards the close 
of the year to erect a lighthouse on the Sultan Shoal, near the’ 
western approach to Singapore Harbour. ‘Time-balls were set up 
at Singapore and time-signals commenced to be given on the 
8ti July. 


Pusuic HEsura. 


37, The general health of the Colony for 1893 has been fairly 
good, the mortality being 32°10 per mille. 

Small-pox was prevalent in all the Settlements, particularly in 
Province Wellesley. In Singapore and Malacea the numbers 
were slightly in excess of those for 1892, whilst in Penang there 
was a very marked decrease. 


Cholera—An outbreak of this disease occurred at Malacca 
during the dry months of March and April; there were in all 78 
cases, 51 of which proved fatal; the disease at once declined on 
the advent of rain. In Singapore, six cases, all fatal, were reported, 
whilst Penang and Province Wellesley had complete immuzity. 


Chicken-pox and Measles were met with occasionally, and out- 
breaks of Mumps were reported from Singapore and Province 
Wellesley, in both instances very mild. 


Beri-beri—Cases of this disease have been slightly more 
numerous than during 1892, but the mortality amongst them has 
not risen. 


Hydrophebia.—No case of this disease is reported as having 
oceurred in the Colony, emphasizing the value of the preventive 
measures adopted in 1890. One case of this disease, contracted 
in Java, was seen at the General Hospital, Singapore. 


38. The following table gives the number of patients treated: 
in all Government Hospitals, and of the deaths among them, 
during 1893, as compared with 1892 and 1891 :— 


Number of Patients Percentage of Deaths 
treated. Number of Deaths. to Total tec 


E aj i 
a g : g 4 : 
5 Fs : 3 3 E 3 3 
a ie ae a ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 
» = ~~ B& 
3 3s ° E | 8 T=5 Ei a ‘ 
8 a i=) <> a is) & 4 
1898 - : - 910 | 22,589 | 23,499. 37 | 2,297) 2,384] 4°08 | 10°16] 9-9 
1892 - - : 809 | 21,822 | 22,631 81 2,251 | 3°83 {| 10°17] 9.9% 
1891 - - - 944 | 22,176 | 23,120 43 2,710 2,753 | 4°55 13°22 | 11°90 


oe I 
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39. The number of patients treated, and the deaths that 
occurred, in hospital in each of the Settlements were as follows :— 


Settlement. Total treated. Deaths. 
Singapore - - - - 10,353 1,101 
Penang and the Dindings - - 6,078 709 
Province Wellesley - le 2,376 320 
Malacca -~ - ° - — 4,692 204 


At the lunatic asylum, the numbers treated were 439, with 48 
deaths. 
At the Maternity Hospital, 58 patients were admitted. 


40. The numbers who received treatment as out-patients at the 
Government out dispensaries is shown in the annexed table :— 


ee eee an aaEEETEERREIREDADE CARER VERNER ERR SD 


Settlement. No. Visits paid. 
Singapore - - - 4,226 16,086 
Penang and Dindings - - 5,138 10,710 
Malacca - ~ - - 4,005 4,795 
Total = a 13,369 31,591 


Ee a moa a RIT a a 
BankrurtTcy ORDINANCE. 


41. The total number of Receiving Orders and of Administration 
Orders under sections 99 and 113 made and proceeded with during 
the year is shown in the following table :— 

Fa a a a ee 
No. of Proceedings. No. of Debtors. 


2 oe ae 
In Singapore - ~ - 32 38 
In Penang - - - - 12 iZ 
In Malacca - - - - 1 1 
Total - - revere hee bay §1 ee 


cee I ne ene SE one ce Sn Tee canna 


In 1892, the number of the proceedings was 41, ard the 


number of debtors 50. 
Liabilities, according to the debtors’ estimates, amounted to 


$490,931, as against $667,305 in 1892, and the proofs lodged 
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with the Official Assignee gave a total of $219,580, as against 
$663,242 in 1892, 


REGISTRATION OF JOINT-STOCK COMPANIES. 


42. No company was registered at Singapore under the 
“Companies Ordinance, 1889,” during ‘the year 1893. One 
registered company increased its capital, and one went into 
voluntary liquidation. The amount of fees collected under the 
Ordinance mentioned was $418.60. 


METEOROLOGY. 


43. The following statement shows the mean temperature of the 
air at each of the Settlements during the year :— 


ae | Maximum. | Minimum. | Mean. 
Fahr. Fahr. Fahr. 
°o ° ° 
Singapore - - - -| * 86°8 72°3 78°7 
Penang - ~ - - - 87°7 73°1 79°8 
Province Wellesley - - - 92°0 73°0 79°9 
Malacca - ~ - - 88°3 69°4 78°7 


44, Returns of rainfall for the whole year were received from 
7 stations in the Colony. The heaviest rainfall was in Penang. 
The following table shows the mean total rainfall at each of 
the Settlements, the maximum and minimum rainfall registered 
in one month, and the maximum in 24 hours :— 


Settlement. | Total Rainfall. | in'dne Month. | inone Month, | ination 
Singapore - - TMrat Jan, : “a May eye Jan. ue “él 
Penang - . 113°57 Oct. - 38°62 Feb. - 0°47 | June 8, - 9°25 
Ne Welles- 88°47 Oct. - 25°04 | Feb. - 0°20 | June8, - 5°75 
Dindings - - 85°19 Oct. - 24°02 Mar. - 1°70 | April13, 4°46 
Malacca - - 71°37 Aug. - 24°10 Feb.- - 0°12 | Aug. 28,- 10°60 


PoLice aNnD CRIME. 


45. A reduction of two European sergeants, and one native 
corporal and 14 constables, was made in the strength of the force 
in Muaiacca, and further reductions will be made in 1894. There 
is but little crime in that Settlement. 

One hundred and seventy-two (172) men were dismissed from 
the force for police offences, and 83 were charged before the 
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magistrates. This shows an improvement. as compared with 
1892. 

Nineteen thousand five hundred and eighty-four (19,584) cases 
were arrested during the year, as against 24,387 in 1892, Four- 
teen thousand six hundred and eighty-eight (14,688) offences 
were reported to the police, as against 13,858 in 1892, of which 
3,555 remained undiscovered. 

“leven (11) cases of murder and six of gang robbery (five of 
which occurred in Penang) were reported during the year. 

The Colony has been free from serious disturbances. 


PRISONS. 


46. The health of the prisoners in the three Settlements was 
good during the year, although the death-rate at Singapore was 
rather heavy during the very wet weather towards the end of 
the year. The number of deaths was, at Singapore 44, and at 
Penang six, while at Malacca there were none. ‘Three suicides 
occurred in the Penang Prison, and two convicts escaped, one of 
whom was re-captured. There was one execution at Penang in 
June. ‘The Inspector of Prisons, in his annual report, speaking 
of the Singapore Prison, where all prisoners sentenced to more 
than six months’ imprisonment are sent, reports as follows :— 

“ There has been no suicide, no serious asaault, no escape during 
“ the year, the daily average of prisoners decreased considerably 
“€ towards the close of the year, and offences are fewer in pro- 
“* portion to the number in prison.’ 

The number of prisoners in the Singapore Prison on the 31st 
December, 1893, was 897. 


REGISTRATION OF SOCIETIES. 


47. The Protector of Chinese reports that no disturbance 
occurred during the year that could be ascribed to the influence 
of Chinese Secret Societies. The time has now arrived when the 
success of the new policy with respect to these associations, 
inaugurated by Ordinance I. of 1889, may be regarded as assured. 
In all, 208 societies of various kinds have been registered, and 
146 exempted from registration, since the introduction of the 
Ordinance. Twenty-two Chinese were deported during the year 
under the power vested in the Governor in Council, as against 44 
in 1892. 


RAILWAYS. 


48. Owing to the small area of the three Settlements and their 
geographical position along the shores of the Straits of Malacca, 
the necessity of railways has not hitherto been felt, and, with the 
exception of a few miles of tramway in Singapore and Penang, 
nothing has vet been done in this direction, although considerable 
progress has been made in the Protected States of the West Coast, 
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the principal industrial and mining centres in Perak, Selangor, and 
Sungei Ujong being all connected by rail with the coast. During 
1892 a scheme was set on foot for a railway across the peninsula 
passing through Siamese territory to counect Senggora with Kedah 
and with Prye (in Province Wellesley). The surveys for this 
undertaking were proceeded with in the year under review. A 
plan was also mooted, not for the first time, for a railway across 
Singapore Island connecting the city with a point opposite the 
chief town of Johor State. The motive power to be employed 
was in this ease electricity, but the undertaking fell through, owing 
to insufficient support. Towards the end of the year a concession 
was applied for by Messrs. Grassi Brothers, of Bangkok, for a 
railway through Malacca territory. It is claimed by the promoters 
that the building of this line will give an impetus to the opening 
up of the country behind Malacca for tapioca and other cultivation. 
The export of tapioca from Malacca in 1893 amounted to 232,833 
pikuls, all of which is at present conveyed to the coast on bullock- 
carts. It has since been suggested to continue the line as far as 
Kuala Pilah, the head-quarters of the British Kesident of the 
Negri Sembilan. The above-mentioned schemes, it should be 
mentioned, are all of them private enterprises. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


49. Sir Cecil Clementi Smith, G.C.M.G., appointed Governor 
in 1887, left the Colony in August, 1893. His successor, Sir 


‘C. B. H. Mitchell, K.C.M.G., did not assume his duties until after 


the conclusion of the year. In the interim, the Government was 
administered by the Honourable W. E. Maxwell, C.M.G., Colonial 
Secretary. 

50. As the matter was much under discussion during the earlier 
part of the year, something may here be said as to the relations of 
the two most important of the Settlements. First united in 1826 
under one administration, Penang, Singapore and Malacca have, 
since 1867, constituted the Colony of the Straits Settlements, with 
the seat of Government in Singapore. Although the great 
development of the resources of Perak and North Sumatra has of 
late years brought increasing prosperity to the northern settlement, 
Singapore, owing to its greater facilities for working cargo and 
also to its more advantageous situation on the great trade route 
to the Far East, has begun to draw to itself the trade in certain 
commodities, such as tin and tobacco, which formerly passed for 
the most part through Penang. When, in 1892, an ambitious 
scheme for providing Penang with wharves failed to command 
Government support, in consequence of the large expenditure which 
it would have required to carry it out, a murmur arose in that 
Settlement that Singapore engrossed more than her fair share of 
the expenditure of the Colonial Government. The discontent 
culminated early in 1893 in a motion in the Legislative Council 
for a Royal Commission to enquire into the distribution of the 
revenues of the Colony, which was, however, rejected. In 
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connection therewith, a number of real or supposed grievances were 
also ventilated, but when the chief ground of complaint had been 
proved by a reference to statistics to be without foundation, the 
agitation, to which some of the Penang Chinese had somewhat 
blindly given their support, rapidly died away. 


51. In conclusion, a few remarks as to the position and prospects 
of Malacca may not be out of place. The revenue for the year 
amounted to $283,938, and the expenditure to $368,028. The 
corresponding figures for 1892 were $294,477, and $454,647. 
Once a great trade centre, the town has become, in a commercial 
sense, a mere suburb of Singapore. The Settlement, however, 
includes a stretch of rich and fertile country inhabited by Malay 
peasantry, unfortunately by nature wanting in industry. The 
chief source of revenue is the cultivation of tapioca, in which a 
considerable amount of Chinese capital is invested. The Acting 
Resident Councillor concludes his report in these words :— 

“From a Malay agricultural population it is vain to look for a 
large revenue. Much can, no doubt, be done by encouraging 
Chinese to take up land, especially as permanent cultivators, but 
an equilibrium Letween revenue and expenditure can at present 
only be effected by cutting down expenditure of the Police, Public 
Works Department, and other great spending branches of the 
service. 

“Jt is unfair to compare Malacca with one of the Protected 
Native States, whose revenue, derived from the tin industry, 
increases by leaps and bounds. ‘Time was when the greater part 
of the mineral wealth of the Peninsula found its way to Malacca. 
She has passed through the ‘ tin age’ and now remains a favourable 
example of a prosperous agricultural district, where crime is 
almost unknown and the people are happy and contented.” 


(Signed) Witi1am Maxwett, 


Colonial Secretary. 


Singapore, September 1, 1894. 
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COLONIAL REPORTS. 


The following, among other, Reports relating to Her Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained for a few 
pence from the sources indicated on the title page :— 


ANNUAL. 

No. Colony. Year. 
80 | Gambia = - - = 1892 
81 Straits Settlements « - : a = 
82 Grenada - . - < = e . 
83 Barbados - ° i. 4 < 7 
84 St. Vincent - “ “ rs 4 . 
85 | Hong Kong - - - s S : 
86 St. Lucia - ‘i n - 4 ‘ 
87 | Falkland Islands - - . = 
838 Gold Coast - = ts “ F. - 
8S | Basutoland - - - a - | 1892-93 
90 | Ceylon - - - “ ze -| 1892 
91 Zululand - - - ® : . ee 
92 Mauritius - S = a z a < 
93 Labuan - « ¥ - > p = 
94 British Honduras - - = - = He 
95 | Lagos - - - ” 3 . 
96 Sierra Leone - _ “ < 
97 | Fiji _ " % r <3 
98 | Rodrigues - - r - = Ps se 
99 St. Helena é A a . s - 

100 | British Bechuanaland - - - - | 1892-93 

101 British Guiana ss - - - “ = > 

102 | Newfoundland ° - « bs -| 1892 

103 | Jamaica - - - a “ - | 1899-93 

104 | Victoria - - - - _ . 1892 

105 | Bermuda - - - - - - {| 1893 

106 | Gambia - - - - é - P 

107 | Hong Kong - a - <3 

108 St. Vincent - - ° « . ‘ 

109 Gibraltar - - - a © J a 

110 Bahamas - - ~ % im J iy 

111 Turks and Caicos Islands - - : = 

112 Leeward Islands - - . “ - 

113 Barbados - ° rs es “ "¢ es 

114 Malta - - « - . 2 2 

115 Zululand - - - ° * v. z 

116 British Honduras - . . € “ 5 

MISCELLANEOUS. 
No. Colony. Subject. 
1 | Gold Coast - - | Economic Agriculture, 
2 | Zululand - - - | Forests. 
3 Sierra Leone - - 


Geology and Botany. 
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No. 117. 
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO. 
(For Report for 1892, see Colonial Report [Annual] No. 78.) 


———— 


Sir F. Narrer Broome to the Marqurss or Ripon. 


Government House, Port-of-Spain, 
My Lorn, July 11, 1894, 
I nave the honour to transmit tne Trinidad and Tobago 
Blue Book for 1893, and to make the following Annual Report 
upon the Colony for that year. 


TRINIDAD. 
Taxes and Duties, 


2. There was no change during 1893 in the Taxes and Duties 
levied. The Washington Agreement remains in force, with its 
large customs exemptions in favour of United States produce, 
and the supposed counterbalancing advantage of free admission of 
our sugar tothe Union. The uncertainty of Congressional action 
on the Tariff Bill render the duration and result of this Agreement 
very problematical. 


Revenue and Expenditure. 


3. The income of the Government was 549,398/:, the expen- 
diture, 530,848/., showing a surplus of 19,0502 In 1892, there 
was also a surplus of 9,794/. The three previous years showed a 
deficit. The finances are in a sound condition, but require very 
careful management. 


Public Debt. 


4. On the 3lst of December last, the Trinidad Debt stood at 
588,850/., taking credit for Sinking Fund. During 1893, I 
obtained your Lordship’s sanction to a further Public Works Loan 
of 400,0002, of which 250,000/. is to be expended on railway 
extension, and the balance on Port-of-Spain harbour improvement, 
waterworks, some much needed sanitary undertakings, and a 
new lunatic asylum costing not less than 40,0000. 


I 83378. Wt. 20348. 
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Legislation. 


5. The Legislation of 1893 amounted to 33 Ordinances. Of 
these, however, only two need be noticed here, namely, “ The Sale 
of Produce Ordinance, 1893,” and “ The Land Charges and Land 
Taxes Ordinance, 1898.” The first-named measure is an attempt 
to check the theft of cocoa, sugar cane, “ provisions,” and other 
produce. This had so increased throughout the Island that the 
agriculture and production of the small, as well as the large, 
cultivator was greatly interfered with, and, in the former case, often 
annihilated. The effect has been excellent. The Jarge owner’s 
cocoa plantation and the peasant proprietor’s little garden of 
‘¢ provisions,” are now secure. The other important law of 1593 
changes materially the system of collecting the Land and House 
Taxes of the Colony, which amount to about 34,0000. a year. 
Under a cumbrous and dilatory procedure, arrears formerly 
increased and multiplied to such an extent that there was no dealing 
witn them. Large accumulative tines were imposed, which the 
debtor could not pay; thousands of properties were brought under 
a forfeiture which could hardly be given effect to, and the matter 
had really become very serious. ‘The new law imposes only one 
fine of 25 per cent. followed_at a short interval by prompt forfeiture 
in case of nen-payment. It is working very well so far, and 
will, I believe, be as much of a success in its way as “ The 
Sale of Produce Ordinance.” 


Official Changes. 


6. The chief official changes of the year were my own absence 
on leave from May to October, when the Colonial Secretary (the 
Hon. Henry Fowler) administered the Government. Mr. Fowler, 
{ regret to say, died in November, and Mr. C. C. Knollys, C.M.G., 
has since been appointed Colonial Secretary. Mr. G. L. Garcia, 
Q.:C., was appointed Attorney-General in January, as was also 
Mr. Vincent Brown to be Solicitor-General. 


Pensions. 


7. The Pension List, which amounted on the 31st of December 
jast to the heavy total of 11,452/.. was increased by 1,278/. during 
1893, and diminished through deaths hy 7797. 


Population and Vital Statistics. 


8. On the 31st of December the total population was estimated 
at 220,285, an increase of 5,789, during the year. The births 
were 37°8 and the deaths 29°9 per 1,000, the rates for 1892 having 
been 33.80 and 25‘01. In 1893, there were more deaths, but more 
births, the compensated balance of nature asserting itself. I notice 
in the newspapers of last mail that the June death-rates at 
Liverpool and Wolverhampton were 25°4 and 30 per 1,000. The 
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“deadly tropics” are not, therefore, always so deadly as the 
temperate zone. 


Ecclesiastical. 


9. Trinidad possesses a Protestant Cathedral and 16 parish 
churches, a Roman Catholic Cathedral and 31 parish charches, and 
93 other places of worship, with accommodation for 37,000 persons. 


Education. 


16. The Government and Undenominational Queen’s Royal 
College possessed 79 pupils, whereas 174 scholars were taught at the 
Roman Catholic College of St. Mary’s, the deach of the esteemed 
principal of which, the Revd. Father Lemire, has beena severe loss. 
A further calamity has also deprived us of Mr. William Miles, 
B.A., Oxon., the able head master of the Royal College, who died 
lately while on leave in England. At the Primary Government 
and Assisted Schools (173 in number) the average attendance was 
12,027, as against 169 schools and 10,992 scholars for 1892. The 
Government spent 27,541/. on Primary Education in 1893. The 
cost on the average attendance of a Government scholar was 2/ 
5s. 11d, of a Denominational Assisted-school pupil 1/. 13s. 11d. 
The Industrial Schools (2) and the Reformatories (2) are satis- 
factorily reported upon. The Church of England Reformatory 
building at Diego Martin was in course of being rebuilt after 
being burned to the ground. It was fortunately well insured. 
The Industrial Schools contained 181 boys and girls. The 
Reformatories 141 boys and girls. 


Imports and Exports. 


11. The Imports and Exports in 1893 and the previous five 
years were as follows :— 


Imports. Exports. 

Year. Value, Value, 
Total exclusive of Total exclusive of 
Value. Bullion and Value. Bullion and 

Specie. * Specie. 

£ £ £ £ 

1888 = - -| 1,943,789 | 1,678,972 | 2,132,761 | —_1,904,192 
1889 - 2 -| 2,098,932 | 1,679,944 | 2,308,882 | _—_‘1,856,651 
1890 x ~ » 2,248,893 1,837,803 2,179,432 1,765,931 
1891 - - - | 2,096,797 | 1,793,535 | 2,058,761 | 1,716,851 
1892 - - ” 2,089,380 1,861,027 2,258,063 2,005,277 
1898- = 4 - | 2,270,885 | 1,987,071 | 2,820,824 | 1,941,171 
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The total Trade for 1893 was 3,928,242/. exclusive of Bullion 
and Specie. The Imports exceeded the Exports by 45,900/., and 
show an excess of 126,044/., or 6°77 per cent. upon 1892, due to the 
new practice of adding an estimated percentage for charges to 
invoice values. Exports, excluding bullion and specie, were 
64,1061, or 3:2 per cent. less than in 1892. Owing to a less 
abundant crop, tae export of cocoa decreased by 23°70 per cent. 
Our good friend the Pitch Lake was less bountiful than in 1892, 
and the export of asphalt fell off by 19°62 per cent., owing to 
the financial troubles in the United States restricting the demand. 
The export of sugar was 8°53 per cent. less than in 1892. The 
detailed statistics follow. 


The trade with the United Kingdom, British Colonies, and 
Foreign Countries was :— 


IMPORTS. EXPoRTS. 
ig Goods | All other Produce | Peele" | an other 
liable to | Foreign} Total. of the Hable so Foreign | Total. 
Duty. Goods. Colony. Dut Goods. 
y- 

: £ £ £ £ £ £ £ 
United Kingdom - 73,948 800,458 874,406 | 558,863 3,856 301,583 864,302 
British Colonies. - 4,965 239,471 244,436 14,291 6,747 34,031 55,069 
Foreign Countries - 90,082 | 1,061,961 | 1,152,043 | 943,198 140,960 817,295 | 1,401,453 


Total - - | 168,995 | 2,101,890 | 2,270,885 | 1,516,352 | 151,568 | 652,909 | 2,320,824 


The foilowing return gives the variation of trade in 1893 as 
compared with 1892 :-— 


Imports, 
Transit Imports. | Direct Imports. | Total Imports. 
Sountries, Se cee 

Increase. | Decrease. | Increase. | Decrease. | Increase. | Decrease. 

£ £ £ £ £ £ 

United Kingdom ~- 39,708 _ 75,517 _ 118,285 — 
British Colonies - 1,093 _ _ 18,327 _ 12,234 

United States of 13,547 — _- 4,575 8,972 _ 

America. 

France - - 523 - 6,891 _ 6,914 — 
Venezuela - 11,328 _ _ 37,203 _— 25,875 

All other Countries- — 1,112 84,094 — 82,982 — 
Total - 66,199 1,112 116,062 55,105 164,153 38,109 


Se ee ee - - 


Net increase or a: 
decrease - - } 65,087 60,957 _ 126,044 ee 
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Exports. 
. Exports of |. 
Transit : 
Native Re-exports. Total Exports. 
Exports. Products. 
Countries. es 3 3 3 3 
ie eh eh ae be Bed 4g 
2 i MA y ra Et ‘ fe 
ie ay a oe a eee 
A| (=) RS Q A Q 
£ £ e|e £ £ £ £ 
United Kingdom - 5 460 ae 31,855 — _ 2,582 | 29,788 — 
British Colonies - -| 2,087) — = 6,745 | 8,823 | — 3,615 | — 
United States of America-| 5,488| -- = 74,189 | — 52,630 | — | 121,281 
France - - - 1,120 —_ _ 3,286 4,750 _ _ 416 
Venezuela - - - | 56,110 — 1,294 _ —_ 10,910 | 46.494 
All other Countries - _ 470 _ 21,735 = 96 _ 22,301 
Total - | 65,215] 470 | 33,149 | 105,005 | 10,073 | 66,168 | 79,892 | 143,998 
Net increase or decrease - | 64,745 | — | = 72,756 | — | 56095 | — 64,106 


Exports to Venezuela, a most valuable and important customer 
of Trinidad, from 1879 to 1893, exclusive of bullion and specie, 
were as follows. This trade has still to contend with a 30 per 
cent. differential duty. 


Year. Transit Exports. | Direct Exports. | Total Exports. 
ss 
£ £& £ 

is79.. .- < ¥ 96,557 122,426 218,983 
1880 - - - 110,158 104,513 214,671 
1881 - - ~ 130,962 121,724 252,686 
1882 - - “ 76,997 98,796 175,793 
1883 - - - 65,080 72,566 187,646 
1884 - - - 74,655 102,145 176,800 
1885 - - - 69,079 62,252 131,331 
1886 - - - 69,451 37,670 107,121 
1887 - - - 107,792 33,816 141,608 
1888 - » - 115,926 38,558 154,484 
1889 - - - 130,838 55,819 186,657 
1890 - - - 101,385 73,363 174,748 
1891 - - : 123,067 94,800 217,867 
1892 - - - 73,917 120,769 194,686 
1893 - - - 130,027 130,395 260,422 
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The Government Statist (Mr. H. J. Clark) writes :—* Imports. 
*« —While the valwe of transit imports from Venezuela in 1893 
“ exceeded that in 1892 by 11,3282, or 136°24 per cent., the value 
“ of direct imports was less by 37,2032, or 16°93 per cent., showing 
‘< a net decline in the value of imports from that country of 25,8751., 
“ or 11°35 per cent. ‘The increase in transit imports was chiefly 
‘‘ in goods manufactured, unenumerated, while the decline in the 
“ value of direct imports was almost entirely due to decreased 
** jmports of vegetable products. 


“ Exports.—Transit exports to Venezuela show an increase of 
“ 56,1102 or 75°91 per cent., the item ‘ Textiles’ contributing 
“ 41,0172. of that increase—thus showing that the transit ‘Dry 
“© (¥o0ds’ trade, the value of which fell from 69,2087. in 1891 to 
** 29,4711. in 1892, has again assumed its former proportions. In 
“ view of this large increase, it is encouraging to note that the 
** decrease in the direct ‘ Dry Geods’ trade has been comparatively 
“ trifling, the value of direct export of ‘Textiles’ having been 
* 53,9462 as against 56,792/. in 1892.” 


The following Return shows the quantities of the staples 
exported in the last ten years :— 


Years. Sugar. | Molasses. | Rum. | Cocoa. 
Lbs. Galls. Galls. Lbs. 
1884 - - - | 186,552,804 2,245,650 43,581 12,098,770 
1885 - = - | 142,641,411 2,416,761 72,525 13,729,565 
1886 - ° - | 108,523,940 2,220,288 16,181 17,913,€37 
1887 * . - | 149,800,919 | 2,542,295 35,571 | 11,927,087 
1888 - 4 - | 122,491,220 | 1,948,569 97,974 | 21,352,312 
1889 - - - | 112,368,762 2,234,724 20,015 15,335,228 
1890 = - | 115,239,227 | 2,024,884 20,469 | 21,552,593 
1891 - ~ - | 101,601,571 1,538,415 15,386 16,188,493 
1892 S = - | 110,582,080 | 1,895,773 3,820 | 25,041,635 
1893 - - - | 101,140,361 1,250,968 82,110 19,106,553 


(continued.) 
Se en es Te A ee ne ee TP 


Year. Coffee. Asphalt. | Cocoauuts. Bit ors and 
Liquors. 

EE ata A 5 I DARN SES A ek an eee Te Sl eee. 
Lbs. Tons. No. Galls. 
1884. - . ‘ -| 14,960 39,945 | 11,276,339 | 32,381 
1885 te i 3 - | 20,270 35,236 9,645,700 | 32,240 
1886 ~ - | 20,052 35,671 9,013,200 | 35,355 
1887 J J -| 8380 | 43,099 7,365,295 | 35,143 
1888 - - : i 4,480 52,028 | 12,366,592 | 42,830 
1889 - = . -| 929,774 78,124 | 11,495,471 | 43,692 
1890 - - Z -| 12,597 78,841 | 12,739,904 | 43,286 
1891 - * < 8,325 95,990 14,334,054 | 35,764 
1892 - a . -; 29,842 | 112,224 | 13,992171 | 49,557 
1893 - z n -| 20,471 90,204 11,965,969 | 38,848 
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The sugar crops of the last six years (1888-1893) have been :— 
1888, 1889. 1890. 


Description. 
Pece nt.| Hhds. 


Hhds. 


Per cent.| Hhds. Per cent. 


V. Pan - - 80,906 43°62 | 29,865 44°73 | 33,809 49°35 
Centrifugal - - | 10,245 | 14°46 9,775 | 14°64] 12,362] 18-04 
Muscovado - - 29,703 41°92 | 27,122 40°63 | 22,345 32°61 
Total - - 70,854 a 66,762 _ 68,516 ae 
(continued.) 
1891. 1892. 1893. 
Description. 
Hhds. |Per cent.| Hhds. |Per pent Hhds. |Per cent. 
V. Pan - a - | 381,061 50°91 39,283 60°22 | 41,364 67°72 
Centrifugal . - 9,881 16'20 12,402 19°01 8,423 13°79 
Muscovado - - | 20,064 32°89 13,349 20°77 11,293 18°49 
Total - - | 61,006 -- 65,234 — 61,080 —_ 


The Government statist remarks on this return that there are 
two points in connexion with it that are worthy of note, viz. :— 


1. “ That although the total ontput of 1893 was about 3,200 
tons less than that of 1892, the decrease was entirely 
confined to upen-pan suger, the output of vacuum pan 
in 1893 having been in excess of that of 1892. 


2. “That the annual increase in the output of vacuum pan 
sugar has been steadily maintained. In 1888 the output 
of this class of sugar did not reach 25,000 tons, and 
formed only 43 per cent. of the total; in 1893 it 
exceeded 33,000 tons, and formed 66 per cent. of the 
total.” 


The days of “ muscovado” and the simpler processes of the 
sugar industry are over, for, as prices stand, they can only involve 
loss. But, given large capital, the best and miost improved 
machinery, and the central usine, sugur-making is still a sure 
source of substantial profit, even in the West Indies, 

I 83878, 
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Cacao—The following table gives the average exports for the 
two last quinquennial periods :— 


Average annual | Average annual 


Countries, Export five years, | Export five years, Increase. 
1884-1888. 1889-1892. 
| 
Lbs. Lbs. Lbs. 
United Kingdom - 7,729,761 7,730,101 340 
Franse - * - 4,491,715 6,682,696 2,190,981 
United States of America 2,325,081 4,891,591 2,566,510 
Other Countries - ~ 118,529 453,522 834,993 
Shipping. 


12, The shipping entered and cleared amounted to 1,269,119 
tons, or 8,398 tons more than in 1892, 

The respective tonnaye of the steam and sailing vessels which 
entered and cleared was as follows ;— 


1893. 
nD 
sae United Other 
wos British. French. Hiatus. Dutch. | Venezuela. Countries. 
Tons. Tons. Tons. Tons, Tons. Tons, 
Sailing - - 80,324 10,133 84,623 6,917 20,767 75,749 
Steam - - 707,419 165,502 8,100 71,970 37,615 _ 
Total - 787,743 175,635 92,723 78,887 58,382 75,749 


I 


There was an increase, in 1892 of 23 British sailing vessels 
and of 1L steamers. Of foreign sailing, vessels, there was a 
decrease of 305, and an increase of four steamers, 


Crown Lands 


18. The alienation of land amounted to 7,222 acres, and 47 
lots. At the end of the year, 419,876 acres had been alienated, 
and the remaining Crown Lands amounted to 700,124 acres, The 
area of Trinidad is 1,754 square miles. A new code of Land 
Regulations was approved, and has since been proclaimed. Rural 
land is now sold at the fixed price of 1/, am acre, instead of by 
auction, as formerly. 


Criminal Statistics, 


14. There was an increase of reported offences in 1893, as 
compared with 1893, from 15,043 to 16,831. There was an 
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average of 549 prisoners in the gaols. A. considerable expenditure 
is being incurred in improving the prison accommodation. 


East Indian Population. 


15. The East Indian immigrant population was increased durin 
1893 by the introduction of 1,838 statute adults, at a cost of 
28,8871. The report of Dr. Comins, the officer directed by the 
Government of India to inquire into the condition of the coolies, 
was received, and was most favourable to Trinidad. Dr. Comins 
writes: “In this Colony, Indian coolies have already very 
“* exceptional advantages, and a still brighter future is before them. 
“ Of all the Colonies of the West Indies, Trinidad is the favoured 
*‘ home of the coolie settler, where he can easily and rapidly 
‘‘ attain comfortable independence, and even considerable wealth 
* with corresponding social position,” 


Pitch Lake Litigation. 


16. The litigation connected with the Pitch Lake, in whieh the 
Government has been so much engaged, proceeded in the courts 
of the Colony and before the Privy Council. The rights and 
contentions of the Crown have at last been satisfactorily vindicated 
and secured. 


Legislative Council. 


17. A movement for a change in the constitution of the 
Legislative Council of this Crown Colony, by the introduction of 
a representative element, resulted in a petition considered by your 
Lordship; and you have referred the matter back for. discussion 
in the Legislature, before which it will shortly come, and to which 
four members favourable to “the Reform movement” have been 
recently appointed. 


War Office Lands, 


18. Your Lordship having permitted me personally to approach 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer (Sir William Harcourt) during 
my leave of absence in London, I was fortunate enough to persuade 
Her Majesty’s Treasury to withdraw a claim for 36,0001. against 
the Colony in respect of War Office Lands and Buildings.’ 


Inquiry into audit of Accounts, &c. 


19. An important inquiry into the Audit System and the 
Accounts of the Colony was completed, an Ordinance on the 
subject was passed, and a code of new Financial Rules (abolishing 
the pre-audit) is now in force. At the beginning of the year, 
a Magistrate in charge of a Savings Bank absconded, having 
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PRINIPAPD embezzled between 3,0002. and 4,000/. of public money. This Jed 


AND 
Tosaco. to a more careful regulation of the Savings Banks, which had been 
1893. insufficiently -controlled. In November and December, the 


“ai Auditor-General (the Hon’ble D. B. Horsford) acting under my 
special orders, discovered grave irregularities in the Railway 
Accounts. A Commission of Enquiry was appointed and has 
reported. This will be noticed in the next Annual Report. 


Chicago World’s Fair. 


20. The Trinidad exhibits at the Chicago World's Fair attracted 
a good deal of attention. The Colony was represented by an 
able Commissioner (Mr. H. Vincent) who. presented a very 
interesting Report. 


New Gulf Steamers. 


21. Two handsome little steamers, built for this Government 
by Messrs. White of Cowes, and costing 15,000/., took up the 
island coasting trade in the Gulf of Paria in June. 


Aid of Mauritius by Martinique. 


22. I received in February a cheque for 1002 from his 
Excellency the Governor of Martinique, as a subscription from 
that French Colony towards the sufferers from the Mauritius 
hurricane. I think this deserves to be recorded. 


Prosperity of Trinidad. 


23. The barometer of prosperity was not so high in this island 
during 1893 as during 1892, But it remained at “steady,” which 
is some degrees above that of most countries in these hard and 
perplexed times. 


Tobago. 


24. I annex the Report of the Commissioner of Tobago (the 
Hon’ble William Low). on the Returns of that island, which has 
not retrograded during 1893, but to which I wish, with all my 
heart, a larger share of shis world’s good things than it at present 
possesses. It deserves them, for it is healthy, beautiful, and fertile. 
It wants the capitalist; and why, if the capitalist wants good 
interest on his money, he does not embark in the ridiculously cheap 
investments of Tobago, I do not know. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) ¥, Narrer Broome. 
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TOBAGO. 


ANNUAL Report FoR 1893. 


Sources of Revenue. 


In addition to the Customs duties, the Land and House tax 
yields a fair proportion of the small Revenue of the Island. The 
Iuand tax itself, five pence per acre, is the smallest in the West 
Indies. It is to be hoped that as soon as persons with capital 
to invest learn this fact they will avail themselves of this and 
other undoubted advantages offered by this beautiful and healthy 
Island for a safe investment. The tax yielded, in 1893, 5237. 
11s. 4d. more than in 1892: this was the result of a firm collection 
of arrears, many persons having been allowed to remain in default 
for two or three years. 


Revenue and Expenditure. 


The year 1893 opened with a balance of 342/. 15s. 4d. 

The Revenue was 9,211/. 4s. 3d. The Expenditure was 
8,537/. 10s. 8d. The Revenue of 1892 was 7,458/ lls. Od.; the 
Expenditure 9,0092 11s. 7d. 


Assets and Liabilities. 


The total of the Island’s liabilities, excluding the Public Debt, 
at the close of 1893, was 1,7152 14s. 11d. 


Public Debt. 
This amounts to 5,000/.,, due to Trinidad for money lent. 


Roads, 


The sum voted for this service was insufficient even to 
completely remove the bushes whick in some places almost 
obliterated the roads; but in most instances the naturally good 
stuff of which the roads are made, with the exceptionally easy 
gradients of the foads themselves, prevented so great a breakup 
by the heavy tropical rains of the “wet season,” as would have 
resulted in most of the other West India Islands. With an 
experience of a great many of the other West India Colonies, it is 
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quite safe to say that few, if any, have such perfectly traced roads ; 
and fewer could so inexpensively maintain theirs if once they were 
put in good order. “ Tufa” abounds and, if the road is well 
rounded and drained, is a fair enough substitute for macadam. 
The road system of the past has been costly, with absolutely nu 
result, and unfortunately at present funds are not available for 
more than patching. 


Regulations. 


During 1893, the Financial Board passed eleven Regulations. 

The amending Land and House Tax Regulation is an important 
measure and has already proved the necessity which existed for its 
being placed on the Statute Book. 


Civil Establishment. 


During the year the Commissioner obtained four months’ leave 
of absence and Mr. H. H. Sealy, the Auditor, acted for hira, 

The office of Inspector of Police, a sinecure, in view o” the 
mall number of police constables, was abolished and a savi.g of 
2801. effected. 


Education. 


One school was added to the list in 1893. ‘There were 
altogether twenty-one schools assisted by Government, and the 
daily average attendance of scholars was 1,618. 

There were five unaided schools also doing good work; but 
unfortunately no State aid could be given to them. 


Vital Statistics, 


The population on Ist January, 1893, was estimated at 19,534. 
During the year 694 births were recorded against 466 deaths, 
leaving the total estimated population, including immigration and 
emigration, on 31st December, 1893, at 19,885. 


The following remarks by the Chief Medical Officer will show 
how little a European who is prepared to live steadily and not 
to indulge in imprudences has to dread from a residence here :— 


« A residence of twelve years in Tobago has amply confirmed 
the opinion which I formed on first coming tothe Island, viz. : 
that is one of the healthiest places to ,be found within the tropics. 
Its average death-rate for the past sixteen years has been 21°5. 
Of the total deaths during the past ten years, the mortality of 
children under five years has been 41-00 per cent., a considerable 
rate but not excessive when the high illegitimate birth-rate, the 
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neglect by parents, the prevalence of inherited disease and the 
poverty of many of the people are taken into account. 

“ The equable temperature has proved very beneficial to the 
cases of imported phthisis and rheumatism which I have seen, 
and its suitability to Europeans is undeniable. Several of us who 
have lived here for lengthy periods will compare very favourably 
with residents in what are supposed to be more healthy climates. 

“JT shall close with one instance of Tobago’s healthiness. Five 
years ago I examined in one week twenty-five men of all varieties 
of colour for life assurance. I gave in each case a First-class A 
Life. Every one of these men is now in good health, and no one 
has been even seriously ill during these years with one exception, 
and that was a case of dysentery. This case made a_ perfect 
recovery. Not many countries can boast as good a record.” 


Imports and Exports. 


The total value of Imports into this Island, or rather of goods 
reported at the Customs House here, was 17,862/. 19s. 2d. as 
against 15,838/. in 1892, or an increase of over 2,0001. 

The Exports, 15,6751. exceeded the exports of 1892 (13,743/.) 
by 1,932. 

These figures are not to be accepted as representing the true 
amount of actual imports and exports. 

A considerable number of ponies, cattle, and poultry of all 
kinds, and large quantities of vegetables, &c. are taken over to 
Trinidad and sold there. Trinidad and Tobago being one for 
Customs purposes under the Order of Council uniting them into 
one Colony, these animals, &c. are not treated as Exports. The 
money realised by their sale in Trinidad is expended there 
in purchasing clothes, spirits, tobacco, and all other similar articles 
on which no duty can be collected on their arrival here. Hence 
it is, at a glance, apparent that the figures above given do not 
represent actual facts. 


Gaels and Prisoners. 


In the year under review 99 persons were committed, 

The health of the prison may be judged of by the fact that 
there was only one death—which was due to natural causes —that 
of a lunatic who was temporarily detained there. 


Agriculture. 


A very small proportion of the Island is cultivated, 

The total area in square miles is 114, giving an estimated acreage 
of 73,313 acres. Of this, about 6,500 acres only are in cultiva- 
tion of various kinds, including the “provision grounds” of the 
labourers. Portions of lands purchased by the peasants from the 
Crown are being planted in cocoa, and one or two small properties 
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this valuable plant is being solely cultivated. Every endeavour 
is being used by the local authorities in Tobago to induce the 
inhabitants to extend the cultivation of cocoa, as on this and coftee 
the future welfare of the Island will principally depend. 

Sugar cane cultivation is very popular with the labourers, and 
is principally worked here on what is known as the “ Metairie 
System.” The labourers plant and cultivate the land, and the 
owner of the estate manufactures the crop, each then taking 
half of the produce. This mode of cultivation has been in force 
for half a century, and there is no doubt that it is a very 
excellent plan under the present circumstances of the Island. 

The output of sugar at one time was very considerable. In 
the year 1828, as many as 6,857 tons were exported with 5,047 
puncheons of rum and 2,000 puncheons of molasses. The 
value of these three articles alone, even at present day prices, 
would be 100,0002. 

Cocoanuts abound here and are largely used locally, im addition 
to which more than half a million are annually exported. With 
more scientific treatment, the output and quality would be 
considerably inereased. 

Portions of the Island are peculiarly well adapted for the culti- 
vation of cotton, the product of whieh at one time formed an 
important and very valuable export, as will be seen from the 
following extract from the history of the Island by the late Chief 
Justice Woodcock :— 


The cotton produced in Tobago was of the most superior 
quality known in the trade. We are told in the “ Encyclopedia 
Britannica ” (edition of 1854), under the title of “Cotton Manu- 
facture,” that in the year 1792 Mr. Jonathan Pollard of Manchester 
succeeded in spinning yarn upon the mule of the fineness of 278 
hanks to the pound, from cotton wool grown by Mr. Robley in 
the Island of Tobago. This yarn was sold at twenty guineas 
per pound to the muslin manufacturers at Glasgow. 


Crown Lands. 


It is estimated that there are about 12,000 acres of land 
belonging to the Crown. A simpler scheme of attracting pur- 
chasers for large portions of these fertile lands is now under 
consideration of the Government. It is intended to offer blocks at 
a very small figure, provided the purchaser will guarantee to culti- 
vate annually a certain portion of his purchase in economic plants. 

The lands abound in various kinds of valuable timber and other 
woods for making furniture, such as red cedar, mahogany, yellow 
sanders, &c., &c. They are especially adapted for the cultivation 
of cocoa, coffee and spices, &c., and being nearly all “ virgin forest,” 
would yield in four or five years a larger return, with far less 
trouble and expense, than the worn-out lands already established. 
The hardwood, the quality of which is not surpassed by that of 
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any Island in the West Indies, would repay the cost of clearing 
the land and leave a margin of profit besides. 

It is most disheartening to think that these magnificent lands 
do not attract English capitalists, while, despite the frequent 
warnings of past experience, investors still rush to sink their 
money in Argentine bonds and other high-sounding and risky 
speculations, 

There can be small doubt that a capital of 50,0002. or more, 
worked with prudence and energy, would convert this place into 
as remunerative an investment as is to be found anywhere. 


General, 


The general outlook is somewhat brighter than during the past 
year. ‘The peasantry are settling down to steadier habits, as is 
evinced by the considerably increased area being put under cane 
cultivation, and by other signs more easily observed than recorded, 
Several applications have also been received from persons resident 
in other Islands—notably Grenada—with respect to Crown 
Lands, and every information possible is afforded to them ; 
but until the Regulations which have been prepared as suitable 
to the requirements of Tobago come into force little can be 
definitely settled. With economy, the introduction of a little 
capital, the opening up of roads through the Crown Lands, and 
the disposal of these lands on easy terms, there is no conceivable 
reason why this beautiful and healthy Island should not become 
as valuable as any in the Caribbean Sea. 

Wm. Low, 
Commissioner. 
Tobago, West Indies, 
March 20, 1894. 
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The following, among other, Reports relating to Her Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained for a few 
pence from the sources indicated on the title page :— 


ANNUAL. 
No. Colony. Year. 
112 | Leeward Islands - “ 1893 
113 | Barbados - - P - 
114 | Malta - - ‘ 


115 Zululand - * 
116 British Honduras - 
117 Trinidad and Tobago 
118 Falkland Islands - 


123 Basutoland 
124 St. Lucia - 
125 St. Helena 
126 | Ceylon - 
127 Fiji = 
128 Grenada - we 
12S Sierra Leone - 
130 British Bechuanaland 


119 | Rodrigues - - - - - " 
120 | Mauritius - - - - - in 
121 | Straits Settlements - - m 
122 ; Labuan - - - ; 
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131 | British New Guinea - 1892-3 
1893-4 
1382 | Lagos ~ - - “ - - | 1893. 
133 | British Guiana - = “ . | 1898-4 
134 | Jamaica - - “ . Z ‘. ‘5 
135 | Newfoundland” - . ss e s 0° 7898 
136 | Gold Coast > “ - 3 ee 
187 | Zululand - - - . ‘ - | 1894 
1388 | Bermuda - - = - = : a 
139 | Bahamas - . é- 2 a 4 ‘ 
140 | Barbados - - - a * om 
141 | Turks and Caicos Islands - = . = : 
142 | Malta - - < = ‘ z z 
143 Gambia - i “ : - 4 ‘é 
144 | Windward Islands - - - m - 
feared ee ee I ene eee: eS PE, ESE 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
No, Colony. Subject. 
1 | Gold Coast . - | Economic Agriculture. 
2 | Zululand - - - | Forests. 
3 {| Sierra Leone - - | Geology and Botany. 
4 | Canada - - - | Emigration. 
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No. 145. 
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO. 


[For Report for 1893, see Colonial Report (Annual) No 117.] 


Sir F. Narrer Broome to the Marquess or Ripon. 


Government House, 
My Lorp MarqQueEss, May 30, 1895, 
I nAvE the honour to transmit the Trinidad and Tobago 
Blue Book for 1894, and to make the following Annual Report 
upon the Colony for that year. In the preparation of this report 
I have been aided by the Colonial Secretary, the Hon. C. C. 
Knollys, C.M.G. 


TRINIDAD. 


Taxes and Duties. 


9, The Legislative Council, after investigating the prevailing 
agricultural depression, more especially in the sugar industry, 
proposed in December to assist the planters by reducing the 
land tax and transferring to general revenue the major part of 
the cost of East Indian immigration. The expense entailed 
necessitated increased customs duties to the amount of 43,7601. 
per annum, An ordinanee, altering the tariff accordingly, was 
passed. This scheme for the relief of the planters was, however, 
only partially approved by your Lordship. A further amendment 
of the tariff was therefore necessary, and Ordinance, No. 18, of 
1895, became law on the 6th of May, Though not within the 
year under review, it is convenient to refer to this later tariff 
ordinance, which also abrogated changes made in 1892, following 
on the Washington agreement of 1891. The “ McKinley Tariff ” 
had not afforded the expected advantages to the sugar trade. 
Public opinion was unanimous in desiring its repeal. 


3. The following table shows the differences between the 
import duties levied under Ordinance, No. 3, of 1892, “the 
I 87890. Wt. 20348. 
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*emtPar McKinley Tariff,” and under the now existing Ordinance, No. 18, 


Torago, Of 1895. 
1894, 


re es 


Customs Duties on Imports. 


Rate under Rate under 
Articles. Ordinance Ordinance 
No. 3 of 1892. | No. 18 of 1895. 


£ os. d. £ s. d. 
Bread——all kinds, the barrel - - - 0 0 9 0) 1726 
Boots and shoes, for every 1001. - - - 2 0 5 0 0 
Bricks, the 1,000 - - - - — 0 3 0 
Butter, ghee, &c. - - - - 0 0 6 0 1 
Carriages on springs, 4 wheels - - - oe: 6 7 6-0 
“s " Ss : : i 4 00 400 
Cheese, the pound - - - - 0 0 0% 0.-@ 1 
Cement, the barrel - - - - Free 0 0 6 
Cocoanuts, the 1,000 - - - - Free 010 0 
Coal and coke, the ton - - - - 0 2 0 Free 
Corn—all kinds, including oats, the bushel - 0 0 3% 0-0 4 
Dogs, each - ° - * - 010 0 010 O 
Fireworks, the pound - - - - Free (@) 3 
Flour, the barrel, 196 lbs. - - - 0 1g 0 8 4 
Gunpowder, the pound - - - - 00 7 0 - OF 
Earthen and glassware, every 100/. - - 6 0 0 5 0 0 
Furniture, every 1001. - - - - 6 0 0 5 00 
Lard and its compounds, 100 lbs. - - 01 6 0 4 2 
Liquors, viz. :— 
Malt—in wood, the gallon - - - 0 0 %4 0 010 
» in bottles, the dozen reputed quart 
bottles - - - - Oo 1 8 Om 
Methylated spirits, gallon - - - 0 1 6 0 1 
All other spirits, strong waters, &c., the gallon 0 10 010 6 
Wines in bottle :— 
Sparkling wines, the gallon - - - 0 6 06 0 
All other wines—42 degrees, the gallon - 0 2-6 03 8 
Wines in wood—23 degrees, the gallon = - 0 01¢c Oho 
BA ce 32 degrees, the gallon - G-T 01g 
Pr + 42 degrees, the gallon - 0 2 0383 3 
Matches—lucifer, the gross of boxes’ - - 0 2 6 0 2 6 
Match splints, the case of 10 gross of matches - —_ 012 6 
Meal or other flour, the barrel of 196 lbs. - OPER @:29-~6 
Muskets, guns, &c., each - - - O50 05 0 
Oil—creosote, every 1001. value - - - 6 0 0 6-6 
» cocoanut, the gallon- - - - O <3..0 013 
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Rate under Rate under aor se 
Articles. Ordinance Ordinance Tonaao. 
No. 8 of 1892. | No. 18 of 1895, 1894. 
£ #. d, £ os. d. 
Oil, petroleum, the gallon - - - 0 0 9 00 9 
», lard, the gallon - - - 0 0 6 J ae 
» allothers - “ * - - 0 1 0 6’ 1 8 
Oleomargarine, the pound - - - 0 0 Of 0 0 Of 
Opium, the pound - - - - 015 0 015 0 
Oxen, bulls and cows, each - - - 010 0 010 © 
Patent fuel, the ton - - - - 0 0 Free 
Rice, the 100 lbs. - - - - 0 2 0 2 2 
Slates, flagstones, and tiles, the 1,000 - - — 0 4 2 
Soap, the 100 lbs. - * - + O52 1 0 2 1 
Sugar, the 100 lbs. - - - - 010 0 010 0 
Tea, the pound - - - > - 0 0 6 0 0 6 
Timber, the 1,000 feet - : : el angry 08 4 
Shingles, the 1,000 a - * - Oy) 6 01 6 
Shooks, the bundle - - - . 0 0 3} 0 0 3} 
Staves, the 1,000 - - 5 “ a0 6 0 0620 
Wood hoops, the 1,000 - - - OF8. 0 ne: ia 
Tobacco—unmanufactured, the pound - - On). 0 1 3 
% cigars and cigarettes, the pound - 0 35 0 0 5 O 
2 all other manufactured, the pound = - 0 2 0 oF 3° 0 
Textile manufactures, wearing apparel, &c., the 
100. - - ‘ . F a 6 0 0 0 
Other goods, wares, merchandize, &c., the 1001. - 6 0 0 5 0 0 


4. There are no other changes to report under the heading of 
taxes and duties. 


Revenue and Expenditure. 


£ 
5. The revenue for the year 1894 amounted to - 585,905 


The expenditure was - - - 537,775 


showing a surplus of - £48,130 


The surplus for the year 1893 was 19,0501. That for 1892 
was 9,794. The three years previous to 1892 showed a deficit. 
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pe ES 6. The following table compares the revenue and expenditure 


AND 
Tozaco. of the years 1890 to 1894 :— 
1894. 
Year. | Revenue. Expenditure. 
£ £ 
1890 - - - - - 468,559 475,244 
1891 - - - - ~ 492,784 501,883 
1892 - - ° = ~ 563,983 §54,190 
1893 - - ~ - - 549,398 530,348 
1894 : . : ‘ . 585,905 537,775 
= 


7. The assets of the colony on the 31st December 
1894, were - - . - 336,696 


The liabilities, excluding the Public Debt, were 254,503 


Showing a balance in favour of Colony of - £82,192 


This credit balance of 82,192. consisted of available cash in 
hand, 


Public Debt. 


8. During 1894 Debentures amounting to 12,7720, were paid off, 
leaving the Public Debt at 576,0782, as follows :— 


& 
Railways - - - - - 478,661 
Roads, &c. - - - - - 97,417 
Total - - - £576,078 


The various loans forming this Debt amounted originally to 
712,0001., of which there has been paid off, or remains to credit 
in the Sinking Fund, the sum of 135,922. 
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9. A further loan of 500,000/. is about to be raised. It is being 
expended (by means of advances from revenue) or will be 
expended, as follows :— 


£ 
Railway Extension - - - - 250,000 
Works in connection with the harbour - 100,000 
Water works - - - - 73,000 
New lunatic asylum and other buildings - 60,000 
Various works - - - - 17,000 
Total - - - £500,000 


It will be seen that the Government tinances are in a sound 
and favourable condition. 


Legislation. 


10. During the year, 45 Ordinances were passed, of which 43 
have become permanent addicions to the Statute Book. Of these 
the most important were those to establish an agriculturai 
society and to consolidate and amend the law respecting public 
roads. . The former has created a very important body 
representing all the agricultural interests of the island, which can 
and ought to exercise, and I think I may say is already exercising, 
valuable influence in advancing agriculture. The new law as to 
roads gives the inhabitants of any district which desires it the 
opportunity of obtaining an elected local road board, with 
exclusive right to spend the Government grant for local roads, 
and power to impose a local rate in aid. This is a distinct step 
towards enfranchisement. Five road boards have already heen 
established and are working well, and a sixth is in course of election. 


Official Changes: 


11. I was abserit on leave for six weeks during 1894, during 
which time the Government was very satisfactorily administered 
by the Colonial Secretary, the Hon. C. C. Knollys,C.M.G. The 
following Heads of Departments were changed during the year, 
in consequence of deaths, retirements or promotions:—The 
Colonial Seeretary, the Director of Public Works (twice), the 
Registrar of the Supreme Court, the Superintendent of Prisons, 
the Harbour Master; the General Manager of the Government 
Railway, the Head Master of Queen’s College, and the Stipendiary 
Magistrate, Port of Spain. During the previous two years the 
following had been changed:—The Chief Justice, the Puisne 
Judges (2), the Attorney-General, the Solicitor-General, the 
Receiver-General, the Surgeon-General, the Registrar-General. 
The official world of a tropical colony is a moving panorama. 
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Population and Vital Statistics. 


12. The estimated population of : 
Trinidad at the end of 1893 was  -.. -~ 219,285 
The number of births registered . ; 
during the year was - - 7,608 
The number of deaths registered 
during the year was - - 5,593 
Giving a natural increase of ~—_- - = 2,015 
Arrivals recorded by Harbour 
Master during the year: 
General - - - 14,900 
Indian Immigrants - « * 9519 
17,419 
Departures recorded by Harbour 
Master during the year : 
General - - - 9,797 
Indian Immigrants - - 707 
——~-10,504 
Giving an increase by Immigration of - - 6,915 
Total - - - - - 228,215 
Deduct for leakage - - - - 1,000 
Estimated population at the end of 1894 - 227,215 
The above may be divided as follows :— 
General population - - - - 150,967 
Indian Immigrants - - - - 76,248 
Total - - - 227,215 


13. The number of births gives a birth-rate of 34:07 per 
1,000. The birth-rate for England is 34:0 per 1,000. The ratio 
of illegitimate births was 59°34, and of still-births 5:9 per cent. 


14. The death-rate was 25°05 per 1,000 as against 27°6 in 1893 
and 25°5 in 1892. The death-rate of England is 203, of Italy 
28°6, and of Spain 32-7. 


The ratio of deaths of infants under one year of age was 21:5 
per eent. of the total deaths. The similar .return for England 
gives 15°9 per cent. ‘Two deaths resulted from snake-bites, and 
two from the stings of scorpions. Twenty-four persons were 
drowned, six murders were recorded, and one case of manslaughter 
sixteen persons committed suicide. 
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Immigration. 


15, The number of new immigrants introduced from India 
during the year was 2,519. The total number of indentured 
immigrants at work in the island was 34,407, while the total 
number of the Indian population was 76,248, The cost of the 
Immigration Department for the year was 58,3291. 

16. One ship left for India taking 707 return immigrants. 
These deposited in the Treasury for remittance the sum of 
10,8631. besides taking jewellery valued at 8001. 

17. The number of creole immigrants who came as “ dleckers ” 
from the neighbouring islands was 11,559. Of these about 8,459 
again left the Colony after working for a longer or shorter time. 
These visitors of the labouring classes frequently take away with 
them considerable earnings. 


Ecclesiastical, 


18. The following table gives the places of worship of each 
Denomination :— 


TT eee 


Sect. | of Woukee Accommodation. 
eee 
Roman Catholic - - - 60 17,608 
Anglican - - - - 40 10,070 
Wesleyan * - - - 13 4,230 
Presbyterian = - - - - 8 2,225 
Baptist - - - - - 22 1,089 

Total - - - Serre Ses 35,222 


ee EEN Teed dir MMU, OAL gs ee Re Ne 
The population of the Island, excluding Asiatics, who are 
principally heathens, was estimated to be 150,967. 


Education, 


19. The total expenditure on elementary education amounted 
to 27,4821. as follows :— 


Fit 
Government Schools - - - - 9,501 
Assisted Schools - - - + 13.737 
Training Schools - - - ~ 1,817 
Administration, &. - - - - 2,927 
Total - - - 27,482 


The cost to the Government of each scholar in average 
attendance was, in Government Schools, 2/, 2s, 7d., and in 
Assisted Schools, 12. 10s. Od. 
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20. The following Table gives a summary of the attendance :-— 
a ee emer en 


No. of Scholars Average 
No. oF Sehaols. on Roll. Atendance. 


i ane aie 


Assisted Schools : 


Roman Catholic - - 55 6,577 4,174 
Church of England - - 81 4,268 2,872 
Presbyterian (Canadian Mis- 37 2,665 1,648 
sion) Indian. 

Wesleyan - - - 4 624 410 
Baptist - - - 1 68 45 
Total - . 128 14,202 9,149 
Government Schools - - 62 6,419 4,148 
Grand Total - - 190 20,621 ~~ 13,997 


oo ee SS ee ae 


These are not unfavourable figures, when the large East Indian 
population, only very partially as yet drawn into the education 
system, is considered. At least the returns are more favourable 
than those of some other Colonies in which a good deal of 
educational work has been done for a long time. 


Imports and Exports. 


21. The following table gives the figures relating to the Imports 
and Exports for 1894, and the five previous years :— 


Imports. Exports: 

Year. | Value, Value, 
Total exclusive of Total exclusive of 
Value. Bullion and Value. Bullion and 

Specie. Specie. 

£ £ ed £ 

188$ = : .| 2,093,932 | 1,679,944 | 2,308,882 | 1,856,651 
1390 - Ee . |. 9,248,893 | 1,881,803 | 2,179,482 | 1,765,981 
1891 - F .| 2,096,797 | 1,793,585 | 2,058,761 | 1,716,851 
1892 _ i - 2,089,380 1,861,027 2,258,063 2,005,277 
1898 - ‘ .| 9,270,885 | 1,987,071 | 2,820,824 | 1,941,171 
1394 : _| 2,152,883 | 1,869,880 | 2,000,748 | 1,726,963 
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22. The following tables give the value and direction of trade 
during the years 1893 and 1894 :— 


Imports, 
From 1894. | 1893. 
& & 
United Kingdoms - - - - 835,185 874,406 
British Colonies ” - - - 207,070 244,436 
United States of America - - - 446,387 466,354 
Venezuela - - - - - 431,010 408,565 
Other foreign countries - - - 233,231 277,124 
Total . ° - - 2,152,883 2,270,885 
Exports. 
an a ROS | SRI BES A TaN eae Coe Re RMAF SST Ul 
To | 1894, | 1893. 
£ £ 
United Kingdom - - - - 831,700 864,302 
British Colonies - - - i: 54,099 55,069 
United States of America - ‘ 558,863 758,824 
Venezuela - - - - - 189,556 260,422 
Other foreign countries - - - | 366,530 387,207 
Total 4 =e - | 2,000,748 2,320,824 


23. The class of Imports and Exports were as follows during 
the year 1894 :— 


COCO Or —::_— OI IO :00 eee 


—— | Imports. | Exports. 

gz £ 
Live animals, food, and drink - - 950,667 1,883,444 
Raw material - - - - 65,745 105,508 
Manufactured articles - - - 852,918 238,011 
Coin and bullion ss - ae: 4 - 283,553 273,785 
Total - - - - 2,152,883 | 2,000,748 


a nm 
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24. The following table gives the total quantities and values 
of the more important staples exported during the last five 
years :— 


Sugar. Cocoa. Asphalt. 
Year. See ys ge memoria mea ea A Ta 

Quantity. Value, Quantity. Value. Quantity. | Value. 
100 - ‘= 116,989,207 690,815 91,559,508 591,025 Teel 89,481 
1891 - - - | 101,601,371 662,789 16,188,493 439,786 95,990 105,961 
1892 = - - | 110,583,154 675,842 25,041,635 648,103 112,224 121,631 
1893 - - = | 101,140,361 757,937 19,106,553 535,055 90,203 98,572 
1894 - . - | 104,986,406 598,010 21,608,384 587,564 99,192 112,401 


25. The directions in which the staples of the Island were 
exported, and their values, were as follows :— 


— | ated, | eran, (RFieE St tin, | to 
irises oe Sree ad ec een eivieeapaie er ek Scone oe Lee nde el Sete 

£ £ £ ae £ 
Sur = - =| 866,115 si 219,045 12,850 598,010 
Molasses - - 824 _ 5 41,759 42,088 
Rain oral ae 3,988 on, 192 98 4,273 
ee eres ee 246,252 174,584 23,451 587,564 
Cocoanuts - = 33,849. 7 926 1,226 36,001 
Asphalt nto hed 14,121 6,196 75,250 16,834 112,401 
Bitegas poten,’ 30 7,896 408 13,605 9,199 31,102 
Total - =| 669,570 252,850 483,607 105,412 1,411,489 


26. The total trade for the year was 3,596,293/. exclusive of 
Bullion and Specie, showing a decrease of 331,949/. as compared 
with 1893. The Acting Collector of Customs in his Annual 
Report remarks that, primd facie, it would appear that there has 
been a falling off in the trade of the Colony, but, inasmuch as 
the duties received, no material change having been made in the 
tariff, were in excess of those collected in 1893 by 3,180/, the 
lower values must be mainly due to a decline in cost price and 


not in quantity. 
Shipping. 


27, The number of vessels entered and cleared during 1894 
was 5,001, with a total tonnage of 1,278,455 tons. 
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28. The following tables show the countries from which vessels 
arrived, and to which they departed :— 


Entered. 
Sailing. | Steam. | Total. 
From. 
No Tonnage. No. Tonnage. No. Tonnage. 
Great Britain - 81 14,075 92 182,977 123 147,052 
United States - 48 20,861 31 38,070 79 58,931 
British . North 41 5,811 14 15,847 55 21,158 
America. 
British West Indies 415 88,498 185 149,870 550 188,368 
and BritishGuiana, 
Venezuela - 1,401 12,774 149 103,244 1,550 116,018 
Other Countries -| 108 37,900 52 69,356 160 107,256 
Tota - 2,044 129,919 473 508,864 2,517 638,783 
Cleared. 
Sailing. Steam. | Total. 
For. ee TL 2 a ee 
No. Tonnage. No. Tonnage. | No. | Tonnage. 
Great Britain - 47 18,665 17 21,480 64 40,145 
United States - 74 41,643 34 41,151 108 82,794 
British North ll 1,787 & bf 11,927 22 13,714 
America. 
British West Indies 384 24,791 180 203,888 564 228,679 
and British Guiana 
Venezuela - - 1,369 11,567 201 185,020 1,570 196,587 
Other Vountries - 126 29,728 30 48,025 156 72,753 
Total ~ %,011 128,181 473 506,491 2,484 634,672 


29. The Nationality of the vessels which entered and cleared is 
shown in the following table :— 


Sailing. Steam. Total. 
Nationality. Se eee 

No. Tonnage. No. Tonnage. No. Tonnage. 
British - . 463 4A,,462 298 371,944 761 | 416,406 
French - - 19 1,323 57 74,542 76 75,865 
United States - 68 37,059 21 4,497 89 41,556 
Dutch - - 28 3,152 33 $4,111 61 37,263 
Venezuela - - 1,382 10,968 61 21,756 1,443 32,724 
Other Countries - 84 82,955 3 2,014 87 34,969 


ES NS | | a | NS | 


Total - 2,044 129,919 478 508,864 2,517 638,783 
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Crown Lands. 


30. The total area of the Colony is 1,120,000 acres. Of this 
426,948 acres have been alienated, while there still remains 693,052 
acres of Crown Land. The upset price of Crown Lands is 30s. 
per acre, which covers cost of survey and fees. During the year, 
669 lots were sold, of which 92 were town or village lots, the 
remainder contained 7,072 acres of rural land. About the same 
quantity was sold during the year 1893. 


Criminal Statistics. 


31. The number of offences reported to the Police was 15,779, 
against 16,831 during the year 1893. Twenty thousand, four 
hundred and sixty-eight (20,468) persons were apprehended by 
the Police, or summoned before the Magistrates, of whom 12,262 
were summarily convicted, and 195 committed for trial at the 
Sessions: of the latter 115 were convicted. 


32. The following table compares the state of crime during the 
last four years :— 


— | 1891. | 1892. 1893. | 1894. 
Offences - - 16,169 15,043 16,831 15,779 
Apprehensions - - 16,835 16,808 19,793 20,468 
Convictions : 
By the Magistrate - 9,668 10,464 11,549 12,262 
In Superior Courts - 145 108 117 115 


The total number of convictions bears the same percentage to 
the population as the previous year, viz., 55 per cent. 
There was a daily average of 567 prisoners in the gaols. 


Meteorological. 


33. The highest temperature recorded at the Botanical Gardens, 
St. Ann’s, during the year 1894, was 90°4 in May, the lowest 
was 65°5 in March. The mean annual temperature was 78°45, 

April was the driest month, with a rainfall of 1°22 inches: in 
August most rain, 12°06 inches. The total rainfall for the year 
was 52°21 inches. The average rainfall for 33 years to 1894, was 
67:5 inches. The mean daily height of the barometer, reduced 
readings, was 29:971. 
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. Savings Banks. 
34. There are nine branches of the Saving Bank in the Colony. 
£ 

The balance on 1st January, 1894, was - 167,205 
The deposits during the year were - - 129,623 
Total - - - - £296,828 
The withdrawals during the year were - 122,376 
Leaving as due to depositors - - £174,452 


Of this, 158,517. is invested in English Fands and Colonial 
Inscribed Stock, the remainder being cash in hand to meet current 
transactions. 

The number of depositors on the 31st December, was 8,337, 
being an increase of 553 over the number of the previous year 
and being in the proportion of 1 in 27 of the population. 


Friendly Societies. 


35. There were 53 registered Friendly Socicties, containing 
5,624 members and holding funds amounting to 3,272/, 


General. 


36. There were throughout the year 83 sporadic cases 
of a pernicious fever, resembling yellow fever, of which 50 
proved fatal. Almost all the cases among the White people were 
of males under 40 years. of age, and of less than three years 
residence in the Island. In spite of this fever, the general health 
of the Colony was good, and the death-rate was lower than that of 
the previous two years, | 


37. Towards the close of the year, a severe agricultural 
depression set in, due to the low prices of sugar, and a fall in cocoa, 
This depression, though it seriously affected individuals, did not, 
owing to the varied nature of our products, affect the general 
prosperity of the Island as much as might have been expected, 


38. The question of a change of the political constitution, 
by which the inhabitants of the Island might obtain direct 
representation in the Legislative Council, was much discussed, bu 
no decision on the matter has yet been given. 


39. Important commissions appointed by me inquired into the 
condition of the railway and roads departments. In the former, 
large frauds were discovered. Penal measures were taken against 
officers implicated, and the department was reorganised. The 
report of each commission has been fully considered and acted 
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upon. One result has been a substantial increase in the railway 
revenue. 


4), I found, on investigation, that the accounts of the Colony 
were imperfectly kept. A commissioner of accounts has been 
appointed to thoroughly overhaul the entire system and the books 
at the Treasury and Audit offices. This officer has not yet 
reported. Defalcations or losses of public funds are not suspected, 
but the book-keeping appears to have more or less at fault for a 
number of years, and it has been impossible to ascertain true 
balances or to prepare correct returns in certain instances. 
There is no question, however, as to the Government possessing 
the large surplus cash balance of 82,1921, before mentioned at 
the close of 1894. A complete set of financial instructions has 
been prepared and brought into force. 


41. A contract was concluded for the construction of deep- 
water wharfage and a railway at Chaguaramas Bay, near Port- 
of-Spain. The scheme is as yet at the option of the promoter, 
but, if it proceeds, it will be a very important and valuable work. 


42, I annex the report of the Commissioner of Tobago (the 
Hon. William Low). In the affairs of this Island the clouds seem 
lifting. Let us hope they will soon show a silver lining! Tobago 
is fertile, it is healthy, it is beautiful, itis very cheap. It is possible 
to live there there “like a gentleman,” and with a certain amount 
of tropic luxury, on 200/. a year. On 400/. a year, a family 
would be in easy circumstances. Land is to be had for almost 
nothing. There is a competence in cocoa, and a fortune, as I am 
assured, in coffee. I have travelled, but know no part of the 
world which offers so much to the small capitalist. The retired 
officer or employé, with his pension and some hundreds of pounds, 
could, it seems to me, de surprisingly well in Tobago, both for 
himself and his family. 


43. These are hard times for agriculture, and Trinidad is almost 
wholly agricultural. The planters have been suffering much from 
low prices. Yet, thanks to its varied products, to the Pitch Lake 
(which yielded 33,4987. in 1894), and to the spirit and industry 
of its population, the Colony still shows a brave and bright front 
to the world. The public revenue of 1894 (585,905) was the 
largest ever collected. The surplus (48,130/.) was the largest 


since 1879. 
I have, &c. 
F, Napier BRoomMe. 
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TOBAGO. 


——— 


ANNuAL Report on BivuE Book For 1894. 


Revenue and Expenditure. 


The balance at credit of the revenue on the opening of the 


year was 212/. 7s. 6d. 

During 1894 the receipts were 8,842/. 19s. 1d. This included 
the sum of 8711 6s. 9d. credited to Tobago by the authorities of 
Trinidad on such goods as were entered at the Customs on 
“ Transires ” for transfer to Tobago. 

The total revenue, therefore, including the balance, was 
9,0551. 6s. 7d. The revenue of 1893 was 9,211. 4s, 3d. 

The expenditure in 1894 was 8,135l. 1s. Od. as against 
8,5371. 10s. 8d. in 1893. 


Assets and Liabilities. 


Excluding the sum of 5,000/. due to Trinidad, the available 
assets on 31st December, 1894, exceeded the liabilities by 


1461. 4s. 3d. 
At the close of 1893 the total liabilities were 1,715/. 14s. 11d. 


Thus, by a rigid supervision of expenditure and the reduction of 
some superfluous offices, the financial outlook has become 


brighter. 


Public Debt. 


The sum of 5.0002. is still owing to Trinidad; 4 per cent. 
interest is paid on this sum. 


Legislation. 


Twelve Regulations became law in 1894. The two most 
important were the Road Regulation and the Animals Trespass 


Regulation. 


Civil Establishment. 


The only changes in the Establishment during the year were 
the resignation of Mr. A. B. Duprey, who had been appointed 
provisionally to be Medical Officer of No. 3 District, and the 
appointment of Mr. Thomas B. Kenny, M.B., to succeed him, 


I 87890, 


Tosaao. 
1894. 


973 


974 


ToBAGo. 
1894. 


18 COLONIAL REPORTS.—ANNUAL. 


Vital Statistics. 


The health of the island during 1894 was all that could be 
desired. No disease of abnormal character affected the population, 
and, while the sister island and other places were afflicted with 
various ills, Tobago maintained its prestige for superior health. 

It is estimated that the total population on 31st December, 
1894, was 20,000. 


Imports. 


The Imports reported at the Treasury in 1894 amounted to 
15,4031. 9s. 5d., as against 17,8621. 19s, 2d.in 1893. The decrease 
may partly be accounted for by the small amount of money in 
circulation during the year, and partly to the introduction, duty 
free, by passengers, of goods of all descriptions from Trinidad, 
which necessarily are not reported at the Customs of either 
island. 

In connexion with this, the falling off of Imports from the 
United Kingdom (3,157/. less than in 1893) may be noticed. 


Exports. 


The exports in 1894, as shown in the Blue Book, were 
15,8721. 2s. 7d. 

These figures represent in reality only a part of the Island’s 
output. The exports to Trinidad (of which under exiating 
arrangements no notice can be taken in the Blue Book) amounted 
to 11,727/., or 1,973/. more than in 1893. 

In 1893 the figures were:—General Exports, 15,6751; to 
Trinidad 9,7531 18s. Od. It may be here mentioned that 
Tobago supplies the Barbadoes market annually with firewood, 
cattle, fruits, cocoanuts, &e., to the sum of 2,700/. 


Criminal Statistics, 


There were only three indictable offences referred to the 
Supreme Court in 1894. 

The total number of offences reported to the Magistrate was 
670, resulting in 256 convictions. The convictions were principally 
for assaults, offences against revenue and highway laws, and 
predial larceny. The last offence is, as in most of the West 
India Islands, the besetting sin of the peasant, the attractions of 
the cocoanut and sugar cane being in most cases irresistible. 
However, only 18 convictions were obtained. The reason for the 
small proportion of convictions is not known, but, as a rule, it is 
most difficult to obtain evidence where the offence is regarded 
with a lenient eye. 
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Agriculture. 


During the year the labourers have planted some hundreds 
more acres of canes than in 1893; but, with the depressed state 
of the sugar market, little real advantage is likely to accrue to the 
Oclony from this expenditure of labour. This depression is on all 
accounts to be regretted, but it is especially felt in an island 
struggling with adverse fortune. 


General. 


Financially the island is’ at the close of the year in a sounder 
position than has been the case fur some years. 

It may perhaps be well to close this Report by appending a 
portion of an address to the Financial Board at the beginning of 
the year :— 

“It is a pleasing duty for me to place on record—and at once— 
that, owing to the loyal cu-operation and assistance of the Financial 
Board, most of the difficulties I have indicated have disappeared. 
The debt to the Crown Agents has been practically extinguished, 
the arrears of taxes collected; and, owing to the salutary effect of 
the Amending Land and House Tax Regulation of 1894, no 
possibility exists of the Revenue ever again losing large amounts 
of its land tax, as was the case when an estate owner had only tu 
hand over some worthless acres to get rid of his liability. 

“To establish a sound financial equilibrium has been my 
constant study. I have abolished some sinecure offices and by 
this means saved an annual expenditure of 784/, 

‘No liability has been incurred which could not be met out of 
current revenue, and every item of expenditure has been paid under 
my own personal supervision. I have devoted much time and 
attention to the expenditure on poor relief and hospitals, and I 
am able to report a reduction on those votes without in any way 
impairing the efficiency of the services. 

“Qne of the questions on which I at once saw any possible 
permanent improveroent of the Island depended was the devising 
of a simple method of disposing of the Crown Lands to small 
proprietors on easy terms. The first step was to introduce a 
system suitable to local requirements in lieu of the cumbrous and 
expensive procedure of the Intendant’s office of Trinidad. After 
a very considerable correspondence I was enabled to obtain 
sanction to deal with these lands on terms suitable to our wants 
and which I think have met with very fair success, all things 
considered. Up to 31st December, 144 lots—principally of five 
acres—have been allocated to peasant proprietors, who are required 
to plant cocoa, coffee and other economic plants. I am constantly 
endeavouring to popularise the movement, as on its success and 
extension depend the future prosperity of our lovely but poor 
little island. 

«A savings bank which had been long contemplated has been 
established and is working satisfactorily, On 31st December, 
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1894, there were 166 depositors whose savings amount 
8741. 10s. Od. 

«The condition of the roads is deplorable; but it has been 
absolutely impossible to devote more than 300/. per annum to 
them. To mention that there are 120 miles of main roads 1s to 
demonstrate the impossibility of doing anything permanent with 
a sum which would barely upkeep 10 miles of good roads ; and 
their present condition must, I regret to think, continue until 
adequate means can be raised for their thorough repair, The 
present state of the finances having at length justified my doing 
so, I have asked the most honourable the Secretary of State to 
sanction for Tobago a loan of 10,0U00/. to effect a few repairs to 
public buildings, to remake some of the roads, and to open three 
or four tracks to and through the Crown Lands. Should his 
Lordship assent to my proposal, I shall as speedily as possible 
consult the Board on the most advantageous manner of expending 
on ioan. 

“The state of the sugar market can only be described as 
distressing. ‘ How are the mighty fallen’ may well be applied to 
this ‘ King’ of a past day; and, unless means can be devised to 
command a remunerative price for this staple, it is quite probable 
that, except in small patches for local consumption, sugar must soon 
cease to be regarded as a source of profit or employment for our 
labouring population, 

“ None of the advantages which were anticipated from the 
adoption of the principles of the McKinley tariff have been realised, 
and Tobago, in common with all the other West Indian sugar 
growing Colonies, has suffered a loss of much needed revenue. 

“T am submitting to-day to your further consideration the 
question of the terms on which the grants of land may be made in 
order to encourage emigration from Barbados. The question is one 
of much importance, as the advantages of increasing the number of 
our population are manifold. You have already had this question 
before you and I am sure that, recognizing the desirability of attract- 
ing attention to our fertile and healthy Island, you will deal with 
the matter from a liberal point of view.” 

Wm. Low, 
Commissioner. 


May 10, 1895, 
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The following, among other, Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial 
Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained for a few pence from 
the sources indicated on the title page :— 


ANNUAL. 

No. Colony. Year. 
109 | Gibraltar - - * “ r «4 4393 
110 Bahamas + . “ . pe a . 
tit Turks and Caicos Islands’ - . ; _ , 
112 Leeward Islands) - « “ = 4 .; 
113 Barbados” - - % : i 4 a 
114 Malta “ - “ * < 2 4, 
136 Zululand - “ Z ig vs c . 
116 British Honduras - - ~ - . 3 
117 ‘Trinidad and Tobago - - = ‘ s 
118 Falkland Islands’ - « . of 5 a 
119 | Rodrigues - - - - - . * 
120 Mauritius - = a m : P cy 
121 Straits Settlements - i - E = . 
122 Labuan = - me " t ¥5 
123 | Basutoland - - : : . - | 1893-94 
124 | St. Lucia - - - - « - | 1893 
125 St. Helena - - - : : - 2 
126 | Ceylon - - - ‘ . ° 2 
127 Pi * e ’ 3 r 3 re 
128 Grenadu - “ P % = & ~ 
129 Sierra Leone 5 * * Z % e 
130 | British Bechuanalan - : a - | 1893-94 
131 | British New Guinea - - : - | 1892-3& 

1893~—94 
132 Lagos - - - - . s 1893 
133 | British Guiana - ~ . - - | 1893-94 
134 Jamaica - * a . 5 z S 
135 | Newfoundland - - - - - | 1893 
136 | Gold Coast - - - . = a ‘ 
137 | Zululand - - - - z - | 1894 
1388 | Bermuda - - F = - x 5 

189 | Bahamas - * = : = ; . 

140 Barbados - = “ sé % a - 
MISCELLANEOUS. 

se | ae 
Nouns: Colony. | Subject. 
7 z= pe oe anal =e jE RE inal se ee $< ___.. 

1 {zold Coast - eI Kconomic Agriculture, 

2 | Zululand - - - | Forests. 

3 Sierra Leone - - | Geology and Botany. 

4 


Canada - - - | Emigration. 
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No. 141. 
TURKS AND CAICOS ISLANDS. 


(For Report for 1893, see Colonial Report [Annual] No. 111.) 


Sir H. A. Buaxe to the MArqusss or Ripon. 


King’s House, Jamaica, 
My Lorp, May 28, 1895. 
1 HAVE the honour to forward to your Lordship a copy of 
the Blue Book of the Turks and Caicos Islands for the year 1894, 
together with the Commissioner’s Report thereon. 
I have, &c. 
Henry A. BLAKE, 
Governor. 


REpPoRT ON THE BLUE Book oF THE TURKS AND CaIcos 
IsLANDS FOR THE YEAR 1894. 


1.— Taxes, Duties, &c. 


The inhabitants of the Dependency pay no direct taxes. 

The sources of revenue are import duty, collected in accordance 
with a tariff prepared on very liberal lines, royalty on all salt 
exported, at the rate of one tenth of the statutory value, which is 
at present 34d. per bushel, port dues paid by vessels entering, at 
the rate of 4d. per ton registered tonnage, and the usual internal 
and miscellaneous receipts. 

There was no alteration in these sources of revenue during the 
year under review. 


2.—Revenue and Expenditure. 


The finances of the Dependency are in a satisfactory condition. 
The Revenue collected in 1894 was 8,840, as compared with 
7,434/. in 1893, and exceeded the estimate by 1,587/. 
I 97699. Wt. 20348. 
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The bulk of this excess is due to the heavy export of salt with 
accompanying increase in dues from shipping.. Import duties also 
brought in more than the average figure, and nearly all the minor 
heads of revenue show some slight rise. 

The balance carried forward from the previous year was 2,394/., 
giving a gross revenue of 11,2344. 

The total expenditure amounted to 7,459/., being less by 3581. 
than the sum expended in 1893. Of this amount, 7,1272 was 
ordinary expenditure, against 7,095/. in 1893, and 3322 was for 
works and services of a special nature, the sum so spent in 1893 
having been 722i. 

The revenue collected within the year exceeded by 1,3811. 
the total expenditure within the same period. Of the sum so in 
excess, 1,000/. was invested by the Crown Agents on behalf of 
the Government, leaving the working balance‘to carry forward 
to 1895 to be increased by 3814 The whole sum so carried 
forward was 2,7751, making, with the investment of 1,000/. above 
mentioned, and a further sum of 1,000/. which the Dependency 
had already to its credit invested, a total credit balance of 
4,7751. 

A proper and usual system of account books, with a duly 
balanced ledger and monthly balance sheet, was instituted from 
the commencement of the year, which conduces to greater accuracy 
and facility in the keeping and rendering of the accounts of the 
Dependency. 


3.—Assets and Liabilities. 


There was a balance of assets over liabilities on the 3lst 
December 1894 of 4,7742. 18s. 7d. 


4.—Public Debt. 
The Dependency has no Public Debt. 


5.— Municipalities. 


There are local boards, established by various legislative 
enactments, to deal with the following subjects, namely, Health, 
Quarantine, Prisons, Pilotage, Salt Ponds, Education, and 
Medical Relief. 


6.— Public Works. 


Good progress was made with the work of bringing into a state 
of proper repair and efficiency the various public buildings and 
other property of the Government at the three ports. 
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A brief memorandum of the expenditure at the three Tonks 


settlements is attached :— AND Calcos 
IsLanps, 
1894. 
—_— | Grand Turk. Salt Cay. Cockburn Harbour. ’ 
| 
a8 dd. 
Public roads and abut- Vol wia 7. he 
ments. 
Tanks and wells - - 25:5 38 414 6 612 0 
Public buildings - - 246 14 8 3-036 104 3 5 
Miscellaneous (including 232 2 10 5 411 38 19 11 
materials), 
579° & 4 39 11 O 211 15 11 
£: 8; dd. 
Grand Turk - = - =579. 0. 4 
Salt Cay - - - - - 3911 0 
Cockburn Harbour - - - = 211 15 11 
£830 12 3 


Special Works. 


eee 

Removing shoals, Grand Turk ~ sda Sethe! dome © 
Hawk’s Nest Road, , - - - 105 0 O 
Tank, Cockburn Harbour - - - 04° 8° 1 
Government Yacht - - - 125 8 6 
£382 2H 97 


7.—Legislation. 


The following Ordinances were passed during the year :— 


No. 1—The Supplementary Appropriation Ordinance. 

No, 2—The Annual Appropriation Ordinance. 

No. 3—-(Not assented to). 

No. 4—The Interpretation Ordinance. 

No. 5—(Not assented to). 

No. 6—The Medical Service Ordinance. 

No. 7—The Salt Pond Ordinances Sbort Continuance 
Ordinance. 

No. 8—The Notary Public Ordinance. 

No. 9—The Liquor License Ordinance. 

No. 10---The Superannuation (Abolition of Office) Ordinance. 

No. 11—The Wint Retiring Allowance Ordinance, 

No. 12—The Salt Ponds Ordinances Further Continuance 
Ordinance. 
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8.—Legislative Board. 


There was no change in the composition of the board during 
the past year. 


9.— Civil Hstablishment. 


Mr. E. J. Cameron, Commissioner, was absent on vacation 
leave from the 24th August to the 29th September, his duties 
being performed during that period by Mr. W. E. Cleaver, 
Judge of the Supreme Court. 

Mr. A. W. Harriott, Assistant Commissioner and Police 
Magistrate at Grand Turk, was on vacation leave from the 7th 
October to the 10th November, the several duties of his office 
being distributed between Mr. J. C. Crisson, Accountant and 
Clerk, and Mr. E. C. Harriott, clerk to the Commissioner. 

Mr. E. C. Harriott was absent on vacation leave from the 29th 
June to the 23rd September, Mr. L. Lea Smith being appointed 
to act for him in his absence. 


10.— Pensions. 


Mr. A. C. Lowe, late Colonial Secretary, who was in receipt of 
a pension of 198/. 6s. 8d. per annum, died at Nassau, Bahamas, 
on the 20th February. Mr. F. Ellis, late Queen’s Advocate, who 
drew a pension of 1757. 10s. Od, died in England on the 24th 
November, and Mr. H. Higgins, late Commissioner, who was 
granted a pension of 91, 13s, 4d. from Ist February 1893, died 
also in England on the 19th December, making a total reduction 
in the pension vote of 3832. 10s. Od. 

The total sum paid in pensions was 7081. 6s. 10d. 


11.—Foreign Consuls, 
The following courtries are represented :— 


United States of America. 
Sweden and Norway. 
Denmark. 

France. 

Spain, 

Dominican Republic. 
Haytian Republic. 


12.—Population and Vital Statistics. 


The population of the Dependency at the last census in 1891 
amounted to 4,744, of whom 2,211 were males and 2,533 females. 
Of these, 369, or about 8 per cent. were white, the remainder 
coloured. 
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Grand Turk and Salt Cay, the two Turks Islands proper, 
provided 1,883 and 485 of this population respectively, in all 2,368, 
while the Caicos Islands furnished the remainder, 2,376. 

From the return* of births and deaths since 1891, it appears 
that the number is on the increase, but, on the other hand, it must 
be borne in mind that there is a steady emigration of labourers to 
the neighbouring Republics of Hayti and St. Domingo, of whom 
there is always a certain small percentage who hecome permanent 
absentees, 

The death-rate for last year is noticeably high, being 135, or 
28°4 per 1,000, against 94, or 19°8 per 1,000, in 1893.. It is 
probable that the unusually heavy rainfall is accountable to some 
extent for this result, especially in the Caicos Islands, where 
malarial fever is prevalent in wet seasons, 

The Medical Officer reports a good deal of infant mortality at 
Grand ‘Turk. With a view to better this state of things, an 
arrangement has recently been made by which suitable persons 
from here will be sent for a course of training as midwives in the 
Lying-in-Hospital at Jamaica, under bond to practise for a certain 
term in the Dependency on their return, at a rate of remuneration 
within the means of the poorer class of patients. 


13.— Ecclesiastical. 


As is usually the case in these smaller and more remote West 
Indian possession:, by far the larger number of the people belong 
to the Wesleyan and Baptist persuasions. These have large 
chapels at Grand Turk, and have also places of worship at the 
other towns and in all the settlements of the Caicos. 

The Church of England was disestablished and disendowed in 
1873. It at present supports two clergymen and has a church in 
each of the townships, but does not extend ifs operations to the 
Caicos Islands ieyond Cockburn Harbour. 

The Dependency is for ecclesiastical purposes in the Diocese of 
the Bahamas, and is visited from time to time by the Bishop of 
Nassau. One of these visits was paid during the past year. 


14.—Education. 


The following remarks are taken from the annual Report of the 
Board of Education : they show briefly what the work of the year 
has been and that there is an improvement in the conditions 
since my last report. 


* * * * 


2. The total average attendancejof children at the seven schools 
is 6 per cent. higher than the total ofthe previous years. All the 
schools have done better except at Grand Turk and Kew, at 


* Not printed, 
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which there is a considerable decrease in attendance, the figures 
being 65 and 31 respectively, as against 75 and 45 for 1893. 

3. The unsatisfactory condition of these two last-mentioned 
schools has been a subject of anxious consideration by the Board. 
They have now both been placed under new teachers, who arrived 
from Jamaica at the end of December last and entered upon their 
duties with the new year. These gentlemen have been specially 
selected by the Superintending Inspector of Schools at, Jamaica, 
and will, the Board trusts, succeed in producing a material 
improvement at their respective stations. 

4, The school at Bottle Creek, opened at the close of 1893, has 
been in good working order throughout the year, and is proving a 
distinct factor for civilization and moral progress in that district. 


* ¥ * ¥ 


15,—-Newspapers. 


There are two newspapers published weekly at Grand Turk, 
one of which, the “ Royal Standard and Gazette,” has been issued 
regularly from the same office, without a break or change, for a 
period of over 40 years. Few West Indian publications can show 
such a record. 


16.—Currency, Banking, §c. 


The currency of the Dependency is English gold and silver 
American gold and Jamaica nickel coin. ; 

Mexican silver passes outside at 2s. to the dollar, but is not 
received at all by the Government. 

Mercantile accounts are for the most part kept in dollars and 
cents, at the rate of 4s. to the dollar. 

There is no banking establishment. Remittances are made by 
bills of exchange drawn on firms in England and New York by 
merchants in payment of salt cargoes, and the public als 


! Oo avails 
itself to a considerable extent of the money-order system. 


17.—Imports and Exports. 


The Import duties are above the average, and 287/. more than 
the previous year’s figures. ‘The principal item of increase is on 
Spirits, which brought in close on 200/. more than in 1893. The 
receipts under the heads of Alcchol, Lumber, Salt-meats, and 
Sugar are also higher, while ad valorem duties, on the other hand 
show a net falling off of 807. the deficiency being under the ieane, 
Materials of Wrecks and Textile Fabrics. ° 

The export of salt was the largest yet recorded, being 2,116,779 
bushels, bringing in to Government a royalty of 83,0872 Of this 
quantity, 465,114 bushels were ground-fishery salt for British 
North America. : 
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The export has previously exceeded 2,000,000 bushels on only 
two occasions, in the years 1876 and 1889, the figures being 
2,030,258 and 2,108,506 respectively. 

Except at Cockburn Harbour, the season for salt-raking was 
not a favourable one, owing to the unusually heavy rains, and the 
salt gathered scarcely amounted to as much as three-quarters of 
an average crop. This, however, with the large stock on hand at 
the commencement of the year, enabled all demands to be met, 
but there only remained 130,000 bushels at the three ports at its 
close, so that the prospects for 1895 are altogether dependent on 
a good season, 

The price of salt continued for the greater part of the year at 
the same low figure, 5} to 6 cents a bushel, but an increased 
demand and an immediate rise in price to 7 cents and more 
followed the pasging into law of the new Tariff Bill in the United 
States, by which Turks Islands galt passes into that country free 
of duty. 

As over three-fourths of the whole export trade is with that 
country, and the duty thus taken off amounts to, as nearly as 


possible, six cents on a bushel, the importance of the event to this 
community is immense. 


Comparative tables showing the trade and other statistics of the 
Dependency are attached :— 


meee | 1892. | 1893. | 1894, 
ee eee 
: £ a. Gd! £ 8. a. £ eee rf 
Value of imports 25,387 12 2 24,888 4 6 28,525 14 10 
Import duties collected - 3,038 19 11 2,886 4 5 3,178 14 9 


a 


Vatur of Exports of Domestic Propuce and MaAnvuracturrs 
in the Years 1892, 1893, and 1894, 


| 


oa 1892. | 1893. | 1894, 
| £8 d, Bee a. & 3s. d, 
Salt = - - - - | 26,113 1 0} 22,410 19 5] 29,686 10 3 
Sponge - Z , - 939 12 6 618 2 8 #17 11-8 
Sisal-hemp : > - 25 0 5 -— 419 13 2 
Salt-fish - - — 19 8 © | -- 
Turtle-shell " - - 77:10 0 175 14 6, 62 2 G 
Total 2 - | 27,155 3 11 93,004 47 30,885 17.1. 


a 
I 87699. 
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Turxs Vauve of Imports and Exports from and to each Country for 
anp Caicos the Years 1892, 1893, and 1894. 
IsLaNnps. 
1894. 
ee Imports. 
_ | 1892. | 1893. : 1894. 
£ i &-. a. ee eae £9. 8. 
United Kingdom - - 4,168 13 § 4,116 5 10 3,666 14 0 
British North America - - 1,070 10 6 1,112 18 10 1,126 12 8 
British Colonies - - - 1,468 18 1 1,507 10 0 1,973 14 6 
United States of America -| 16,635 6 6/ 15,645 138 0] 18,408 2 1 
Other foreign countries - - 2,044 3 8 2,505 16 10 a Ss00 Uh ae 
Total - - - | 25,387 12 2] 24,888 4 6 28,525 14 10 
Exports. 

os | 1892, | 1893. | 1894, 
£3. £ «s. d £ $s. d 

United Kingdom - - — — — 
British North America - - 6,283 15° 4 | F724 2 1 8,697 138 5 
British Colonies - . B 347 19 3 105 2 5 132 10 6 
United States of America =| V9AZS O21 14.58 124 8-6 20-988" "6 *- 1 
Other foreign countries - - 12265 77 1,022.17 5 3,010 15 10 
Total - - = | 27.3836 9: °8 | “283865 14 °7 82,774 5 10 


Averace Quantity of SALT exported from each Port for the seven 
Years 1886 to 1892, and actual Export for 1893 and 1894. 


Ports. 1886 to 1892. 1893. | 1894. 
Se ae ee ee 
Grand Turk - - | 599,892 | 707,629 735,353 
Salt Cay - ‘ - 469,111 313,633 446,054 
Cockburn Harbour - 569,850 621,645 935,372 
Total Bushels’ - 1,698,853 | 1,650,907 cr. 16,779 


a 


987 


COLONIAL REPORTS.—ANNUAL. 1l 
Salt in the Colony on 31st December 1891 - 350,000 bushels, TUS 
33 39 cy) 1892 ty 640,000 39 oe 
39 ” 99 1893 7 700,000 99 1894. 
99 99 99 1894 = 130,000 99 — 
18.—Shipping. 


The total number and tonnage of vessels entered and cleared 
for the last three years is shown below :— 


Sailing Vessels. 


Entered. Total. 
Vessels. Tons. Vessels. Tons. Vessels. Tons. 
a 
1892 - - “ 294 45,887 299 45,364 593 91,251 
1893 - - - 341 43,291 350 43,979 691 87,270 


1894 - . - 311 | 55,030 320 64,215 681 109,245 


Steamers. 
Entered. Cleared. Total. 
Vessels. Tons. Vessels. Tons. Vessels. Tons. 
1892 - - - 67 66,515 57 66,515 114 133,080 
1893 - - - 68,103 63 68,103 126 136,206 
1894 - - - 62 71,185 62 71,185 124 142,370 
Totals British and Foreign. 
1893. 1894, 
Sailing. | Steam. | Total. Sailing. Steam. | Total. 
Patents Kee, ee : ame st WOES. 
British - -| 46,935 24,672 m,6o7 | 51,071 24,672 75,748 
Foreign - - 40,335 111,534 151,869 58,174 117,698 175,872 
Total - - 87,270 186,206 223,476 109,245 142,370 251,616 


a 
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In connection with these shipping returns, I may perhaps 
mention that, taking the figures of the Board of Trade Statistical 
Abstract, the average total tonnage of sailing vessels entered and 
cleared in the Dependency is larger than at any port in the West 
Indies except Jamaica, Barbados, and Trinidad, and that the 
average total of the foreign tonnage is only exceeded in the 
Bahamas, Jamaica and Trinidad. 

H.M.S. “Canada” cailed at Grand Turk in the month of 
April and remained a few hours, subsequently visiting Cockburn 
Harbour. 

There were no other visits by men-of- war. 

There were four vessels stranded at the Caicos Islands during 
1894, two of which were a total loss, the remaining two being got 
off with the assistance of the islanders and ultimately proceeding 
on ‘their respective voyages. No lives were lost. The total 
salvage awarded on vessels and cargoes in these four cases was 
2,0481. 


19.— Agriculture, 


I am glad to be able to report that, for the first time for several 
years, there was an absence of any distress among the inhabitants 
of the Caicos Islands such as to call fur the distribution of the 
usual annual dole. 

This result is attributable to the abundant rain, which enabled 
fair crops to be reaped in most of the settlements, coupled with 
some remunerative wrecks and also the regular employment afforded 
by the two fibre companies at East and West Caicos. 

The companies referred to have steadily continued their 
operations. ‘Ihe first appreciable shipments of fibre were made hy 
the East Caicos Company during the year, the quantity shipped 
being about 31 tons, valued at 4201. 


20.—Mines, Manufactures, &e. 


The production of salt from sea-water by solar evaporation is the 
one occupation and dependence of three-fourths of the inhabitants 
of this group of Isiands. This production is by no means the 
simple matter that the above sentence would seem to imply, but 
involves constant care and watehfulness on the part of the salt 
pond proprietor to secure the existence of such of the conditions 
essential for the reaping of a thoroughly good quality of the article 
as are within his control. For the rest Nature has to be relied on, 
and no efforts of the salt-raker will avail anything unless she is 
favourable. An unseasonable spell of rain at the critical period of 
the “making” will upset all calculations and work dire disaster, 
but an examination of the recorded shipments of a series of past 
years will show that a fair amount of reliance may be placed on 
the constancy of the weather. 

A description of the process of salt-making is outside the scope 
of this report, but the subject is not without interest, which has a 
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tendency to increase as one begins to grasp the different points of 
It. 

At the present time, only a small proportion of the “ salinas ” 
(as the tracts of ground adapted for this industry are called) in the 
Dependency are worked. Considerable outlay is necessary for 
placing new ground under “cultivation,” and the price of salt of 
late years nas been too low to justify any such expenditure, With 
salt, however, selling at from 7 to 8 cents a bushel, and a steady 
demand, the result of the present fiscal policy of the United States, 
there is a fair profit to be made, and it might be worth the while 
of practical persons, with capital at their command, to investigate 
the possibilities. 

Turks Island is in a good and convenient position for supplying 


the United States and Newfoundland markets, and the quality of 


the article which it sends out is, owing to the specially favourable 
climatic conditions, undeniable. 

The annual crop might easily be half again what it now is, even 
on the salina area at present laid out, if worked more systematicall y 
and with the appliances for economizing labour, both of man and 
beast, which capital would probably enable to be introduced. 

There are, however, ro local capitalists, and any expansion such 


as 1 have briefly shadowed can only be looked for by the: 


introduction of new blood. 


21.—Grants of Land. 


The dealing with Crown Lands in the Dependency has been 
much hampered during the past few years by the absence of any 
qualified survevor in the country whose services could be obtained 
to measure out lands for sale. The provisions of the existing law 
regulating the subject cannot indeed be conformed to without the 
presence of such a person to carry out the formal preliminaries 
required, The land question generally, both in regard to the above 
particulars and especially the important point of title, is a very 
tangled skein, the unravelling of which is a matter of some 
difficuity. A new enactment, however, having for its object the 
provision of more simple procedure in acquiring land and for 
obtaining a legal title and the regulation of the succession, has 
been drafted and is now under the consideration of the Executive. 


22.—Gaols and Prisoners. 


The total number of persons commitied during 1894 was 23, 
of whom six were for safe keeping and 17 for purposes of penal 
imprisonment, 


The daily average in the gaol was five. 


23.— Criminal Statistics. 


The total number of offences reported to the police or to 


the 
magistrates in 1894 was 188, against 121 in 1893, 
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Torxs Of the offences reported in 1894 :— 

asi Carcos 53 were for offences against the person. 

ISLANDS. ° 

1894. 4 4, 55 preedial larceny. 
arabs 15 4, 5, Offences against property other than preedial 
larceny. 
116 ,, ,, other offences. 
The total number of convictions in the inferior courts in 1894 
was 115, against 68 in 1893. 


These convictions are classified as follows :— 
27 for offences against the person. 
1 for preedial larceny. 
4, for offences against property other than preedial larceny. 
83 for other offences. 


The convictions in the Supreme Court were as follows :— 
2 for offences against the person. 


Lele a » ‘property. 

The acquittals were as follows :— 
In the inferior courts - . - - - - 40 
In the Supreme Court - - - - - - 3 


The increase in the number of cases dealt with is, I think, 
attributable to a better performance of their duty on the part of 
the police. 


24,.—Hospitals and Asulums. 


There is no hospital or asylum. Cases of lunacy are very rare, 
but, when occurring, the patient is placed in gaol, under 
medical supervision, and, if necessary, ultimately sent to the 
asylum at Jamaica. 


25.—Charitable and Literary Institutions. 


There has been no Poor-house in the Dependency since 1879, 
but a system of outdoor relief is in force which meets all cases of 
actual want, at a much less cost than would suffice to maintain 
any such institution. 

The only Literary Institution is a Public Library and Free 
Reading Room at Grand Turk, established in commemoration of 
Her Majesty’s Jubilee, partly by public subscripticn and partly 
by a Government grant. The Government contributes to its 
upkeep by a vote of 50/. a year. The institution is in every way 
a most creditable one to the place, providing an unusually ample 
selection of the leading newspapers and magazines, English and 
American, and also a generous supply of good and wholesome 
book literature, which is much appreciated. 


26.—Meteorological Observations. 


The rainfall during the year 1894 was the highest. recorded 
since 1884. 

One hurricane passed in unpleasant proximity to Grand Turk 
during the season, causing considerable anxiety, but I am 


991 
COLONIAL REPORTS.—ANNUAL. 15 


thankful to be able to record another year’s immunity from these § Torxs 


destructive visitations, era 
Tables of temperature and rainfall are appended :— 1894, 
ae Seal 
———-~ Maximum. Minimum. | Mean. 


Ey | 


January - - - - 80 75 77 
February - - - 79 75 76 
March - - - - 80 74 a7 
April - ‘ : =i 89 77 77 
May - 5 - : 83 76 80 
June - - - - 84 80 82 
July -« ‘ - - 84 82 88 
August - - - - 86 82 84 
September - - - 86 83 84 
October - - - - 86 81 83 
November - - - 84 78 82 
December - ~ “ | $1 75 sh 


Ratnvatt for the Year 1894 compared with the Average for the previous 
Seven Years. 


SE nr en ae 


Month. Grand Turk.| Salt Cay. Pouhers Kew. 
$$$ eee 
Tns. Ins. Ins. Ins. 
January - - - “79 1°13 1°46 1°32 
February - - 20 "20 *50 61 
March - - - ‘05 *35 — °53 3°12 
April - : - “75 “83 80 1°70 
May - - - 7°76 5°42 2°95 15°91 
June - = = 3°67 6°86 Geel 3°81 
July = - ‘ - “93 “31 “52 1°87 
August - - - 1°47 1°09 1°08 +85 
September - - 7°35 2°70 2°51 1°56 
October - ” a 5°15 6°20 2°63 3°37 
November ° : 8°08 3°07 1°92 2°34 
December - ¥ 6°72 5°73 4°85 3°13 
Total inches - -| 37°92 33°89 25°81 39°59 
Average for seven years, 
1887 to 1894 - - 24°72 22°62 21°36 40°52 
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27.— Savings Banks. 


The Government Savings Bank was opened in 1890. The 
attached statement shows its condition at the present time :— 


No, of Deposited Witha To credit 
Depositors. ee ae . 
Bank. 
1993. | 1894.| 1893. 1894. 1893. 1894, 1898, 1894, 
| 
| £a &l ee 2l:@.6e@!) 206) Bae dl @ «0 2 
Grand Turk| 47 | 68 | 260 2 9|388 9 6| 156 6 6/145 0 8| 41315 2| 607 4 5 
Salt Cay -| 30 | 38 | 27 610] 3913 0| 47 7 6] 36 810| 671011] 7015 1 
Cockburn 


Harbour -| 20 20 86 810} 55 5 6| 20 5 8] 5411 1/ 260 711) 261 2 4 


Total -| 97 | 121 | 82818 5 | 433 8 0] 22819 3 | 236 0 2 | 74114 0 | 9389 110 


28.—Post Office. 


The mail service was performed throughout the year by the 
contract s.s. “ Alpha,” of Messrs. Pickford and Black’s line, plying 
monthly petween Halifax and Jamaica, calling at Bermuda and 
Grand Turk. 

The steamers of the Clyde line, from New York twice a month 
to Hayti and San Domingo, also continue to make Grand Turk a 
port of call on both the outward and inward voyage. This 
connection is of much convenience and advantage to the place, 
and arrangements have latterly been made with the postal 
authorities which enable a portion of the English mail to come by 
this route and thus to reach quicker than it would otherwise do. 

AA direct parcel-post with the United States and Canada was 
established during the year. 

The Post-office revenue for the year was 196/. 16s. 3d. 


29.— General Remarks. 


The year 1894 was marked by an event of special importance to 
this community, uamely the removal of the duty levied in the 
United States on its one staple export, salt. ‘There was at first 
some doubt as to whether the connection with Jamaica, a colony 
which levies an import duty on American salt, would not debar 
the Dependency from participating in the privileges accorded by 
the Wilson Bill, and much alarm was occasioned here by the news 
of the first official rulings by the United States authorities, that 
Turks Islands salt was still liable to the duty. On proper 
representation however being made as to the true position of the 
Dependency, which is financially on an entirely separate and 
distinct footing and governed by its own code of laws, with its 
own tariff, by which American salt is admitted free, these rulings 


were reversed. 
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With the exception of fibre, there would seem to be no other 


marketable commodity which the Turks and Caicos Islands are is ecaiee 


capable of producing in any appreciable quantity but salt, and it 
is hardly too much to say that their continuance as an inhabited 
possession of the Crown depends on the existence of a trade in 
salt under conditions that will leave a moderate margin of profit 
to the producer. This margin has been steadily decreasing of late 
years, owing to the growing competition with salt from the 
Mediterranean and elsewhere, and also in some measure to the 
large increase in the American domestic product. The removal 
of the duty should exercise a decided influence in favour of the 
Turks Islands article, though to what extent the trade will really 
be benefited can hardly be accurately judged till the present 
year’s transactions are in full progress. 

A small shipment of fibre was made during the year. No new 
land has been taken up for this industry, and the present low 
figure at which the article is quoted must naturally militate 
against any immediate further development. 

There are no other matters calling for special remark. 


EpwarpD J. CAMERON, 
Grand Turk, April 4, 1895. Commissioner. 
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The following, among other, Reports relating to Her Majesiy’s Colonial 
Possessions have been issued, and may be obtained for a few pence fro 
she sources indicated on the title page :— 


ANNUAL. 
No. | Coulony. 
tll | Turks and Caicos Islands - - - 
112 Leeward Islands’ - - - - 
Lis Barbados” - - - - - 
114 Malta = = - - . 
115 Zululand - - - - “ 
116 | British Honduras - - - - 
117 Trinidad and ‘Tobago - - - 
118 Falkland Islauds - - - - 
119 | Rodrigues - - - - - 
[20 Mauritius - “ - - - 
121 Straits Settlements - ~ - - 
122 Labuan 3 - - = - 
123 Basutoland - * “ m - 
12+ St. Lucia - - - - . 
125 St. Helena - - - - - 
126 | Ceylon - - - - 2 
127 Fiji - = = “ 2 
i28 | Grenada - - - ~ - 
129 | Sierra Leone - - = : 
130 British Bechuanaland - - - 
131 | British New Guinea a - = 
132 | Lagos - - - - - 
133 British Guiana - r = - 
134 Jamaica - - - ~ - 
135 Newfoundland - - - - 
136 Gold Coast - = : - é 
137. | Zululand - - - - - 
138 | Bermuda - - = - : 
139 Bahamas - - - - « 
140 Barbados - - - ~ - 
141 Turks and Caicos Islands - - = 
142 Malta e - - - = 
143 Gambia - < - - . 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


a 


Cclony. 


Gold Coast a a 
Zululand - x - 
Sierra Leone - “ 
Canada - é ~ 


Subject. 


_ Economic Agriculture. 


Forests, 
_ Geology and Botany. 
| Emigration. 
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1893-94 
1892-3 & 

1892-4 
1893 
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(For Reports for 1893 see Colonial Reports (Annual) Nos. 104, 124, and 128.] 


Sir CHaruEs Bruce to the Marquess or Ripon. 


My Lorp, Grenada, June 8, 1895. 

I wave the honour to submit my Report on the Blue 
Books of the Colonies included in the Government of the Windward 
Islands for the year 1894. 


GRENADA. 


Revenue and Expenditure. 


1. The revenue of the year 1894 amounted to 63,062/. and was 
the largest on record ; the expenditure was 59,5941 ‘The revenue 
and expenditure for 1893, and the average of the’ five years 
1888-92, were as follows :— 


ce peer Ey Nt ES ee ee ee aa » Resets 


set 1893. | 1888 to 1892. 
omens ie = 
£ | £ 
Revenue . - - - 59,210 12,165 
| 98,577 


Expenditure - - - | 58,039 


Assets and Public Debt. 


2. The surplus assets of the Colony at the end of the year 
amounted to 7,546/., a satisfactory accumulation of over 5,0001 


I 87859. Wt. 20348. 
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having taken place since the 31st of December, 1893. The Public 
Debt at the close of the year was as follows :— 


£L 

4 per cent. stock - - - - 87,400 
43 per cent. debentures - - - 4,700 
5 per cent. debentures - - - - 4,000 
£96,100 


By Ordinance 2 of 1894 a further issue of stock to the amount 
ef 21,100/. was authorised, but no issue has yet been made, the 
necessary advances having been obtained locally and by the Crown 
Agents at advantageous rates of interest. The Colony has also 
guaranteed the repayment by the St. George’s Town Board of a debt 
of 2,4317. The Public Debt of the Colony represents a little less 
than twice the revenue of the year, and an indebtedness of a little 
more than 2/. per head of the population.. 


Public Works and Roads. 


3. It has been the consistent and successful policy of the 
Government of Grenada for some years to enhance the value of 
the lands of the Colony in every district by the construction 
and maintenance of serviceable roads, so that even out-lying 
estates may have facilities for bringing their produce to market. 
In pursuance of this policy, a sum of 8,496/. was expended during 
the year in the re-construction of roads and the construction of 
bridges and culverts. The construction of the works necessary to 
secure a supply of water to the town of Grenville was commenc 
and vigorously pushed forward during the year. The scheme 
will not only be of advantage in the way of providing the residents 
of the district with pure water, but will be of value to shipping, 
and promises such additional facilities for the protection of property 
against fire as will, it is hoped, enable proprietors to insure at easy 
rates of premium. The completion of the extension and partial 
reconstruction of the Lunatic Asylum provides an institution very 
ereditable to the Colony, and sufficient at present to accommodate 
in ample comfort lunaties from all the Windward Islands. 


Legislation. 


4, The most important enactment of the year was an Ordinance 
to Consolidate and Amend the Customs Laws of the Colony. 


Health and Vital Statistics. 


5, The health of the Colony was good throughout the year; 
the death rate being 20°89 per 1,000, as compared with 2496 
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in 1893 and an average rate of 23°55 for six previous years. The 
birth rate was 43°31 per 1,000. The estimated population at 
the end of the year was 57,692, showing an increase of 1,279 
during the year. The percentage of legitimate compared with 
illegitimate births is steadily, if slowly, improving, as shown by the 
following figures :— 


Percentage. 
— | 1890. 1891. 1892, | 1893. | 1894, 
Legitimate - - | 44°77 48°64 49°57 51°12 52°33 
Illegitimate - -| 55°23 51°36 50°43 48-88 47°67 


The Yaws Hospital was reopened during the year. 


Education. 


6. The work of primary instruction was carried on by 34 
schools with 6,723 children on the registers and an average 
attendance of 3,608. The number of children on the registers 
represents, therefore, nearly 12 per cent. of the population. The 
Government expenditure on primary schools amounted to 4,808/. 
or about ll. 6s. 8d. per head of the children in average 
attendance, 

On higher instruction the Government expenditure was limited 
to 593/. inthe form of Grants-in-aid to the St. George’s Grammar 
Schools for boys and two High Schools for girls, 


Ship ping. 


7. The number and tonnage of vessels entered and cleared in 
1894 was as follows :— 


——— eS IE 


—— 


Entered. Cleared. 
Number. Tons. Number. Tons. 
| 
Steamers : = 180 229,289 179 226,319 
Sailing vessels - - 407 12,573 345 12,574 
Totals - - 587 241,862 524 238,893 


During the year a scheme was set on foot for coaling steamers 
in the inner harbour of St. George, which offers the advantages of 
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a free port perfectly secure in all weather, and of. established 
healthiness; a plentiful supply of pure water; and cheap 
provisions. The first cargo of coal arrived on the Ist January, 
1895, and ships are swiftly and economically coaled alongside. 


Meteorology. 


8. It was unfortunate that a year of drought, materially 
affecting the prosperity of the Colony, should have been signalised 
by extraordinary damage from rainfall, The rainfall for the year, 
registered at Richmond Hill, amounted to only 68 inches, compared 
with 84 inches in 1893 and 105 inches in 1892. On the 28th of 
September a rainstorm occurred which caused the rivers in the 
parish of St. Andrew’s to swell with extraordinary violence, 
carrying away a considerable area of cultivated land and doing 
great damage to bridges and causeways. 


Immigration. 


9. With the decline of the Sugar Industry, immigration from 
the East Indies to Grenada ceased, and no indentured coolies 
have been received since 1885. By the terms of their indenture, 
Immigrant Coolies were entitled, after ten years’ residence, to a 
return passage to India or to a bounty of 10/. in lieu of passage. 
In 1894 the last of the Immigrants who came to the Colony 
under indenture were repatriated or accepted bounty in substitu- 
tion. 


Imports and Exports. 


10. The value and direction of the trade of the Colony for the 
five years ended 31st December, 1894, is exhibited in the following 
table :-— 


Imports. 

United British Foreign 
Year Kingdom. Colonies. Countries. Totals. 
£ £ £ £ 
1890 - - . 93,258 37,284 40,332 170,874 
1891 - ‘ -| 97,895: 31,512 47,528 176,930 
1892—i«- F -| 79,085 34,549 45,138 158,702 
1893s = r = 83,175 37,729 45,774 166,678 


1894 3 2 99,973 35,418 61,607 196,998 


~T 
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Exports. 
: United. British Foreign 
Year. Kingdom. Colonies. Countries. Totals. 
£ £ £ £ 
1890 - c - | 241,221 8,882 16,199 266,302 
1891 - - - 218,600 8,672 9,371 235,643 
1892—i«- : -| 241,112 9,794 13,775 264,681 
1893 - - - 293,080 8,629 14,354 316,063 
1894+ . -|. 176,241 4,421 8,952 189,614 


The increase of imports is, to a large extent, attributed to the 
increasing use of American foodstuffs in substitution of local 
produce in the form of plantains and the vegetables known under 
the general name of “ground provisions.” The tendency was 
further promoted in 1894 by the excessive drought, which 
restricted the growth of local produce. The value of imports from 
the United States in 1894 amounted to 60,036/., compared with 
44,184/. in 1893. Of the total imports 50 per cent., were from 
the United Kingdom and 30 per cent. from the United States. 


The drought, which increased the value of imports, and 
consequently the Revenue from duties of Customs, materially 
reduced the volume of exports. The value of the principai exports 
compared with the exports of 1893, was as follows :— 


1894. 1893. 
Quantity. Value. | Quantity. Value. 
Cwts. £ Cwts. £ 
Cocoa - - - 72,623 168,498 93.688 281,000 
Spices (Nutmegs) - 1,917 9,583 2,087 14,546 
General. 


11. It is noteworthy that the largest Revenue on record, chiefly 
due to increased income from duties of Customs, has coincided 
with a decrease in the quantity of the principal staples exported 
and a considerable fall in price. In addition to the increased 
revenue from C©Oustoms, due to the substitution of American 
foodstuffs for local produce, the volume of imported foodstuffs has 
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been swelled to an appreciable extent by the money put in 
circulation by payment of wages in connection with the 
construction of the Grenville Water Works, and the extraordinary 
expenditure on roads and bridges. In comparison with the 
financial position and immediate prospects of Colonies mainly 
dependent on the sugar-cane, Grenada has been fortunate. In 
my report on the Blue Book for 1893, I showed that sugar had 
ceased to be an export of significance, the value of sugar exported 
having fallen from 56,3862. in 1873 to 7311. in 1893. In 1894 
the value of the sugar exported fell to 502. The sugar industry 
is now chiefly confined to the manufacture of muscovado and 
rum for local consumption, and for both of these commodities 
there is a sufficient local demand at very remuncrative prices. 


Notwithstanding the continuous fall in the price of cocoa, Jand 
under cultivation im cocoa and nutmegs sells at very high prices. 
The value of lands under cocoa promises to be maintained by the 
efforts made to meet falling prices by superior cultivation and 
more careful preparation, with a view to secure a higher market 
price for Grenada cocoa by a high and uniform standard of 
quality. As regards the lands of the Colony generally, their 
value is being steadily enhanced by the extension of subsidiary 
agricultural industries of coffee, fruit, plaintain, and _ kola 
cultivation. Attention is also being turned to logwood. All these 
industries, except Jogwood, were temporarily affected by the 
drought during 1894, but are of excellent promise for the future. 


GOLONIAL REPORTS.—ANNUAL. 9 


Sr. Lucta. 


te 


Revenue and Expenditure. 


12. The Revenue of the year 1894 amounted to 56,590/.; the 
Expenditure to 54,5007. The Revenue and Expenditure of 
the year 1893, and the average Revenue and Expenditure of the 
five years, 1888 to 1892, were as follows :— 


: Average, 
Hees, 1888 to 1892. 
£ £ 
Revenue - - ~ - 51,598 47,523 


Expenditure - - © - | 49,271 48,706 


~ entree an a a tt ner meme 


The Revenue exceeded the Revenue of 1893 by 4,992. There 
was an increase of 2,331/. under the head of Customs, and of 4517. 
from Excise and Licenses. The Revenue was swelled by a casual 
receipt of 1,637/, being an instalment of the purchase money of the 
Dredger “ Dolphin ” sold to the Government of Guadeloupe. 

The Expenditure of 1894 exceeded the Expenditure of the 
previous year by 5,129/. There was an increase of Expenditure 
under the head of Public Works, amounting to 4,500/., exclusive 
of special expenditure on account of damage to roads and bridges, 
caused by a severe gale and floods in the month of October. An 
extraordinary expenditure of 1,738. on Public Works and relief 
was due to this disaster. 


Military, Expenditure. 


13. The Imperial Expenditure during the year for Military 
purposes amounted to 38,6731. The Colonial Expenditure was 
limited to 1,7881., paid as an allowance to the troops in lieu of 
exemption from duties of Customs. 


Assets and Publie Debt. 


14. The Statement of Assets and Liabilities of the Colony, on 
the 31st of December, shows a surplus of 4,655, The Public Debt 
at the same date amounted to 179,280/., of which 66,4800. were 
converted during the year into 4 per cent. Inscribed Stock at 
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a premium of 2/. 13s.9d. The sum of 2,000/. was paid off by the 
redemption of drawn debentures. The Public Debt at the close of 
the year represented an indebtedness of alittle over three times the 
Revenue of the year, and of 3/. 19s. 5d. per head of the 
population. 


Savings Bank. 
15. The deposits in the Savings Bank at the close of the year 


amounted to 9,548/., showing an excess of 1,553/. over the deposits 


at the close of 1893. 


Public Works. 


16. In view of the increasing importance of St. Lucia as a 
fortified coaling station, the health of the Town of Castries, and its 
ability to supply ships with provisions and pure water, and to put 
coal on board with economy and despatch, are matters of the first 
public concern. It is fortunate therefore that the Town Board 
of Castries has shown itself to be a body of intelligent energy in the 
prosecution of many useful labours on behalf of the Town. 
Several recent visitors, and among them Mr. Osbert Chadwick, 
C.M.G., have assured me that they have been astonished at the 
improvement of the l'own during the last few years. During the 
year 1894 the efforts of the Board <o secure the healthiness of the 
Town have been assisted by the Government undertaking the 
reclamation of an area of swamp bordering the Botanic Garden. 
In the month of July, I had the pleasure of opening an admirable 
enclosed market, erected by the Board. ‘The market is most 
conveniently situated for the supply of fresh provisions to the 
shipping, and the regulations made by the Board are designed to 
ensure the sound and healthy quality of the commodities offered 
for sale. 

Throughout the year, and especially towards its close, the 
preliminary labours necessary for the carrying out of a scheme for 
the supply of pure water to the residents of Castries and the 
shipping were prosecuted with energy. The surveys and gaugings 
carried on during the year seem to prove conclusively that a 
sufficient and constant supply of water, of admirable purity, can be 
brought into Castries from the gathering grounds of La Sorciere 
and Piton Flore. Plans and estimates have since been prepared, 
and arrangements are being made for the early execution of the 
scheme. ‘The fact of St. Lucia being now frequently visited by 
ships of the navies of Huropean and American Powers has given 
additional reason for the construction of a suitable Government 
House where the colonists, the resident military officers, the naval 
officers on the station, the officers of Foreign powers and visitors 
generally may meet in friendly intercourse. I am glad, therefore, 
to be able to report that the building of Government House is 
proceeding with rapidity. Several minor but useful public works 
were carried out during the year. 
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Crown Lands, 


i7. Grants of Crown Lands, to the number of 40 in the country 
and 23 in towns and villages, were made during the year, the 
total acreage granted being 461 acres. According to the latest return 
made by the Crown Lands Department, the Crown Lands extend 
to 9,850 acres, and 8,548 acres are in process of escheat. The 
disposal and cultivation of these lands may be looked to asa reliable 
source of future prosperity. On this subject, I venture to 
transcribe from a local publication, “ The Voice of St. Lucia,” a 
passage which is not, I think, an exaggeration of fact: 


“ We have fertile land enough lying unproductive in the hands 
of the Crown in St. Lucia to support, without drawing anything 
from outside, twice the population of Barbados. When one 
realises that the plantain produces to the acre 44 times more food 
than the potato, and 131 times more than wheat; that cassava- 
meal ( farine manioc) yields per acre six times more nutritive 
matter than wheat; that the banja-yam is more nutritious, bulk 
for bulk, than the potato ; and when one at the same time reflects 
that the plantain can be grown practically over the whole island ; 
that the cultivation of the cassava is simple and inexpensive, and 
the returns very large; that the bread-fruit literally covers the 
land; that Indian corn will give three crops a year; that the 
banja-yam grows in wild abundance in our woods, conviction will 
be compelled that our claim for the capacity of St. Lucia to 
support a large population solely with her own products is 
something more than mere boasting.” 


Health and Vital Statistics. 


18. The health of the Colony was good throughout the year, 
the death rate being 20°4 per 1000. In 1893 the death-rate 
was 24:2, a rate slightly in excess of the average for the preceding 
six years. The birth-rate was 45:2 per 1000, The 
estimated population at the end of the year was 45,095, showing 
an increase of 895 during the year. ‘The percentage of legitimate 
and illegitimate births during the last five years have been as 
follows :— 


H : Se 


ae | 1890. 1891. | 1892. 1893. | 1894, 
Legitimate - - | 34°86 | 38°10 40°91 39°24 40°71 
Hlegitimate - - | 65°14 | 61:90 59-09: 60°76 59°94 


Se a ee Se ey 

Of 2,649 patients treated in hospital 27-1 per cent. were cases 
of malarial fever of the mild type of previous years, although the 
percentage of deaths, 2°23, was larger than in the two preceding 
years. 
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The Yaws Hospital was repaired during the year and 67 cases 
were treated. Of this number, 45 were discharged cured, and 
two died. 


Immigration. 


19. No new Immigrants were introduced from the East Indies 
during 1894, and in the month of September 450 mmigrants, 
equivalent to 410 statute adults, were repatriated. The repatriated. 
immigrants lodged in the treasury, for transmission through the 
usual channel to India, the sum of 2,989/., and the protector 
reported that the women were more than usually ornamented with 
jewellery. The time-expired immigrants entitled to return 
passages during the year amounted to 889, but 317 accepted the 
usual bounty in substitution of a return passage; 36 remained in 
the Colony, but have not yet claimed bounty ; the remainder, viz., 
112, were the children of those who accepted bounty. At the 
close of the year there were in the Colony 708 indentured 
immigrants. — 


Education, 


20. The work of primary instruction was carried on by 35 
schools with 4,239 children on the registers and an average 
attendance of 2,607. The number of children on the reyisters 
represents, therefore, 9°4 of the population. The Government 
contribution to primary schools amounted to 2,5721., or a little 
over 19s. 8d. per head of the children in average attendance. 
In the way of higher instruction, Government contributed 200/. 
in aid of St. Mary’s College or Castries Grammar School, 


Shipping. 
21. The number and tonnage of vessels entered and cleared in 
1894 was as follows :— 


ao te ee 


| Entered. Cleared. 
| Number. Tons. Number. Tons. 
Steamers - - - 386 467,445 386 467,445 
Sailing Vessels - - 247 22,478 252 24,431 
Total aS | 688 | 489,918 | 638 491,876 


Of the 386 steamers entered and cleared 325 were British, 27 
French and 19 Belgian. The amount of bunker-coal shipped 
may be taken as some indication of the extent to which the Port 
of Castries is used asa coaling station. In 1894 the shipment 
was 39,764 tons; in 1893 it was 37,580 tons. 
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Meteorology. 


22. The total rainfall reported for the year amounted to 81:55 
inches, less by 32 inches than the rainfull for 1893, notwithstanding 
that in the month of October 21:09 inches were recorded. In 
October there was a strong gale, accompanied by a very heavy 
downfall of rain, which caused destructive floods in several parts 
of the Colony. 


Imports and Exports. 


23. The value and direction of the trade of the Colony for the 
last five years are shown in the annexed table :— 


Imports. 
United British Foreign . 
tee | Kingdom. Colonies. Countries. Totals. 


: 


£ £ £ £ 
1890 « e -| 129,683 24,555 52,455 206,693 
1891 - s -| 138,019 24,867 59,292 222,178 
1892 - , -| 108,859 30,360 38,806 173,025 
1893 s Z 86,838 26,602 55,538 168,978 
1894 - = ‘ 93,780 31,988 | 61,425 187,138 * 


wate Sa tae UE a gg A SR Ne ds e aregptin ts 
* Exclusive of Wrecks (404l.). 
Exports (Including Specie). 


PGS Tt ae ct cen as. 157 cao of Gs GAS LEEW cd aa Ses a eee ee eee 


Year Kingdom, |~Golouies, 1}-Gemeeka, =| Teta 
2 EE ee oe eee. | eae Oe 
& £ z £ 

1890 - - - 61,087 6,071 74,600 141,758 + 
1891 - " i 37,177 6,151 87,056 130,384 + 
1892 - . - 44,757 7,153 84,446 186,356 ¢ 
1893 - 2 ~ 55,217 5,212 118,001 178,430 ¢ 
1894 - i w 43,062 11,297 91,535 145,894 f 


a a aa ts a aaa eee en a ee ae 
} Exclusive of value of Bunker Coal supplied to shipping.. 


The value of Imports for the year was 187,5421., exceeding the 
value of the Imports for 1893 by 18,5647. The average value of 
the Imports for the five years 1890 to 1894 was 191,6027, 


1007 
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To the value of Imports from British Colonies, amounting to 
31,9332, Barbados contributed 24,439/., a little over three-fourths ; 
Canada contributing 3,447/.; Saint Vincent 1,661. ; Jamaica 
1,036, 

To the value of Imports from Foreign Countries, amounting to 
61,4251, the United States of America contributed 41,7891. ; 
France 11,491/.; the Spanish West Indies 3,2721; the French 
West Indies 1,982/.; Germany 1,6001. 

Of Exports to British Colonies of the total value of 8,2721., 
exclusive of specie, Canada took goods to the value of 5,365/. ; 
Barbados to the value of 2,352/. ‘The valueof Exports to Canada 
more than doubled the value of the preceding year. 

Of Exports to Foreign Countries of the total value of 91,5354, 
France took goods to the value of 48,629/,; the United States to 
the value of 35,9917, 


The following table gives a comparative statement of the value 
of the exports of the four principal staples of the Colony in 1894 
and 1893, together with the average for ten preceding years :— 


— | 1894. | 1893. 7 ee pragae 
Bat: ) :.. Se ea ee 
Sugar :— £ £ £ 
Usine - - - 53,678 76,106 50,929 
Muscovado- - 12,483 14,463 42,784 
Molasses - ~ = 3,722 4,756 5,947 
Cocoa - a , 28,512 88,910 19,671 
Logwood - - - 37,359 37,752 5,022 
135,754 | 171,987 194,358 


Cc a aan na PE EE Nae ee ee ee 


The quantities exported in 1893 and 1894 were as follow :-— 
22 


Year. | Usine. Muscovado. } Molasses. Cocoa. Logwood. 
Ibs. lbs. Gallons. Ibs. Tons. 
1893 - 8,011,200 1,928,400 253,680 1,037,300 6,292 
1894 - 7,668,400 2,377,800 223,320 983,200 7,116 


The aggregate export of sugar (Usine and Muscovado) in 1894 
was 10,046,200 lbs.; in 1893 it was 9,939,600 lbs. It is evident 
that the serious decrease of the value of the staple products 
exported in 1894 was the result of falling prices and not 


of diminished production. 
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General. 


24. In truth the great concern of the year in St. Lucia, as 
throughout the West Indies, was the depreciation of agricultural 
products, and especially sugar. The statistics recently published 
in several colonies prove conclusively that for some time the selling 
price of sugar has been generally below the cost of production. 
The continuance of such a state of things has, of course, only been 
possible owing to the system of subsidies adopted by foreign 
Governments, which guarantees the producer a margin of profit 


though selling below the cost of production. Independently of 


falling prices, the season of 1894 was not favourable to agriculture. 
A lovg period of drought was succeeded by a gale and disastrous 
floods in October, and although the consequences of these accidents 
do not fall within the range of the present report, they should not 
be lost sight of in reviewing the circumstances of 1894 ‘in relation 
to their probable effect on the circumstances of 1895. 

The effects of the drought, which was widespread throughout 
the West Indies, have been generally felt in a reduction of the 
yield of the sugar-cane. To what extent the reduction of the 
yield of the recently completed crop in St. Lucia may be assignable 
to the drought or to the subsequent flood respectively it may not 
be easy to determine. The measures which have been proposed 
to aid the agricultural industry of St. Lucia, in the peril of its 
existence, are still under consideration and need not be discussed 
in this Report. 

From a Revenue point of view, the year 1894 was a good year. 
To whatever extent the general circulation of money may have 
been affected by the depreciation of staple products, the loss was 
Jargely made good by expenditure on Military Works and a 
comparatively large expenditure on Public Works by the Civil 
Government. Business connected with the growing activity of 
St. Lucia as a coaling station has also placed a good deal of 
money in circulation among the labouring population. The very 
considerable increase in Savings Bank deposits during the year 
seems to confirm this view of the case. 


WINDWARD 
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St. VINCENT. 


Revenue and Expenditure. 


25. The Revenue of the year 1894 amounted to 28,574/., and 
the Expenditure to 30,9762, The Revenue and Expenditure of 
the year 1893 and the average of the five years 1888 to 1892 
were as follows :— 


Average 
ets | ee | 1888 to 1892. 
£ £ 
Revenue - - - - 27,914 26,972 
Expenditure - - - - 29,439 25,857 


The Revenue fell short of the Exenditure by 2,402; but 
exceeded the Revenue of 1893 by 660/. There was a marked 
increase from Import Duties, chiefly from Flour, although the total 
value of Imports decreased. 

The Exnenditure exceeded that of 1893 by 1,537/. It included 
asum of 772/.,expended on the reconstruction of stills for the 
protection of the Revenue, a part of which is recoverable. 


Public Debt. 


26. The Public Debt at the close of the year amounted to 
19,380/., having been increased since the 31st of December, 1893, 
by the following loans :— 


£ 
Kingston water supply ~ > - 1,000 
Town of Kingston - - - - 1,500 
Telephones” - - - - - 2,200 
£4,700 


The two first loans were raised to provide for the refund of 
advances made from the general revenue of the Colony ; the last 
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for an extension of the telephone system. The Public Debt Wzyvwaxp 


represented an indebtedness of a little over two-thirds of the 
revenue of the year, :and of about 8s. 9d. per head of the 
population. 


Public Works. 


27. No public work of any importance was undertaken, except 
the reconstruction of stills already alluded to. 


Legislation. 


28. In connection with the reconstruction of stills, an Ordinance 
was passed to consolidate and amend the Excise Law. At the 
close of the year an ordinance was passed to repeal the provisions 
of the Sugar Duty Ordinance, 1892, by which an additional export 
duty of 3s. 8d. on the large hogshead was imposed to recoup the 
General Revenue for the loss incurred to meet the requirements of 
the McKinley Tariff Treaty arrangements; those arrangements 
have ceased to exist. 


Health and Vital Statistics, 


29. The health of the Colony was good throughout the year, the 
death-rate being 20°9 per 1,000. In 1893 the death-rate was 
26°2, but this represented an excess over the normal rate caused 
by an epidemic of bilious remittent fever in the Grenadines. ‘The 
birth-rate was 46°4. The estimated population at the end of the 
year was computed to be 44,000, showing an increase of 700 
during the year. 


Crown Lands. 


30. The allotment of Crown Lands in small areas, under recent 
regulations, has been steadily proceeded with. These Regulations 
provide for the sale of blocks of not less than 5 acres (and as a rule 
not more than 20 acres are included in one allotment), subject to 
the condition, under penalty of forfeiture, that in three years not 
less than half of the area must be planted in cocoa, nutmegs, coffee 
or some other economic cultivation. ‘The price at present charged 
is 2/. per acre, payable in five annual instalments, or 30s. per acre 
if paid in fullon taking possession. I am informed that since 1891 
between 2,000 and 2,500 acres have been allotted, and that some 
75 per cent. of the allotments are believed to be in cultivation. 


I 87859. 
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31. The total value of imports during 1894 was 91,0092, or 
2,415/. less than in 1893. The Imports from the United Kingdom 
and British Colonies have fallen off, while there has been an 
increase of imports from Foreign Countries and, in particular, 
from the United States. 

The value of exports has enormously decreased. In 1893 the 
value of exports amounted to 114,694/, in 1894 a total value of 
87,3742. shows a decrease of 27,3201. 


The following table gives the quantities and values of the 
principal exports in 1893 and 1894 :— 


1894. 1893. 
Quantity. Value. Quantity. Value. 
£ £ 

Arrowroot - Bris. 29,119 38,278 22,310 50,807 
Sugar - - Hhds. 3,135 27,270 3,619 43,705 
Rum - - Puns. 275 2,200 212 1,694 
Cocoa - - Lbs. 174,519 3,272 130,854 3,271 
Vegetables and Fruit | 

(plantain) - - | — 2,965 — 2,445 
Spices - - - | — 878 —- 1,223 


The table shows clearly that, although there is a decrease in the 
production of sugar, the great falling-off in the value of exports 
is due to low prices. 


I annex a table prepared by Administrator Mr. Thompson at 
my request, showing the quantities and values of the principal 
exports for the year 1894 and for the quinquennial period from 
1880. It gives the following total values of exports :— 


£ 
1880 - - - - - 158,946 
1885 - - - - - 130,341 
1890 - - - “ - 104,744 
1894 - - - * - 87,374 


Arrowroot 

Molasses’ - 
Rum - 
Sugar - - 
Cocoa - = 
Cotton -  - 


Vegetables 
fruits- + 


Whale-oit  - 
Spices . 


Pigeon-peas - 


Total Exports :— 
Foreign produce- 


Local produce - 


Total - 


Quantity. 


14,599 bris. 
1,804 puns. 
1,060% puns. 
9,168 hhds. 
35,868 lbs. 
23,520 lbs. 


1880, 


Value. 


21.987 
7,362 
10,605 
110 636 
640 


Table of Principal Exports in the year 1880, 1885, 1890 and 1894. 


Average 
Price. 


4.10s. p. bri. 
41. per pun. 
107. per pun. 
122. per hhd. 


4°28d. per lb. 


5d. per lb. 


11. 5s. per bri. 


Qua tity. 


19,702 brls. 
1,533 puns, 
1,774 puns, 
8,124 hhds. 
57,456 lbs. 

$5,040 lbs. 


484 bdrls. 


1885, 


Value. 


£. 
$4,967 
3,631 
8,167 
74,543 
955 
584 


240 


1,755 
1£8,586 


18:),341 


Average 
Price. 


11.15s.6d.p.bri. 
21. 5s. p. pun. 
41, 12s, p, pun. 
91. 8s. p. hhd. 
4d. per lb. 
4d, per lb. 


1. 2s. per bri. 


SS ee cee 


1890. 1894. 
| Average. +4 Average, 
Quantity. Value. | Pros. Quantity. Value. Prics 
£ £ 
20,872 bris. 31,270 |12. 10s. p. brl.| 29,119 bris. $8,278 | 11. 6s. p. bri. 
1,790 puns. 5,853 |3/.5s.p.pun.| 405 puns. 1,012 {27. 10s. p. pun.| 
550 puns. 4,406 82. p. pun. 275-puns, 2,200 | 82. per pun, 
6,290 hhd. 53,062 (87. 8s. p. hhd. | 3,135 hhds. 27,270 (82. 148. p. hhd. 
102,771 tbs. 1,835 |4°28d. per lb.| 174,519 lbs. 8,272 | 4°5d. per lb. 
25,218 lbs. 420 4d. per lb. 28,308 lbs. 530 | 4°6d. per lb. 
_- 1,195 —_- _ 2,965 — 
587 bris. 587 1U, per bri. 473 bris. 473 1l. per brl. 
_ 433 _ _ 1,223 _ 
514 bris, 514 _ 269 bris. 336 _ 
~ 1,133 _ - 950 _ 
— 103,611 _ _ 86,424 _ 
_ 104,744 _ _ 87,374 — 
= 
= 
oir 
| f= 
Pro, 
= 
bd 
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Meteorology. 


32. The rainfall at the Botanic Garden Station was 91 inches, 
being 21 inches lower than any record during the last five 
years. 


General. 


33. In common with other West Indian Colonies, St. Vincent 
has suffered severely from the falling prices of its staple products. 
What I have said on the subject of sugar in my Report on St. 
Lucia, applies with equal force to St. Vincent and, indeed, I can 
find no better illustration of the position than the circumstance 
that the principal proprietor in St. Vincent assured me that his loss 
in working his estates during the year 1894 amounted to over 
6,0002. St. Vincent has indeed suffered more seriously than many 
other Colonies, owing to the absence of such improved machinery as 
has elsewhere materially reduced the cost of production. In 1893 
the sugar-cane was in some districts severely attacked by the 
disease Trichospheria Sacchari. The curator of the Botanic 
Garden is of opinion that, however seriously the drought may have 
affected the yield of the sugar cane, it has kept down this 
disease. 

The bounty system is not responsible for the fall in the price of 
arrowroot, the cultivation of which has very largely increased in 
St. Vincent. Presumably the great fall in the value of inferior 
qualities is due to a general improvement in the method of 
cultivation and preparation adopted in other countries; the result 
being a very large production, or perhaps over production, of 
arrowroot of superior quality. It is, therefore, satisfactory to be 
able to report that an important improvement has been effected in 
the preparation of arrowroot by the introduction of a self-emptying 
washing machine. It is said to work admirably and to lessen 
materially the cost of preparation. 

Steady progress continues to be made in extending and improving 
the cultivation of cocoa, coffee, fruits and vegetables (sweet 
potatoes, yams, tannias, &c.,) spices, kola and other agricultural 
products in substitution of, or at least in supplement of, sugar. 
With reference to coffee, Mr. Powell, the Curator of the Botanic 
Garden, has frequently pointed out the suitability of the mountain 
lands of the Island for Arabian, and of the rich, moist low lands 
for Liberian, coffee, and he reports that extraordinary planting 
operations in this direction have latterly been undertaken. At 
present coffee figures for a considerable sum in the imports, and in 
an agricultural Colony, where the whole community is more or less 
dependent on the soil, no commodity should appear on the import 
list which the soil and climate of St. Vincent are admirably 
adapted to produce. 

The present condition of St. Vincent certainly demands prudence 
and economy, but I see no reason for discouragement as regards 
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the future prosperity of the Colony. In the late Sir Robert 
Hamilton’s Report on Dominica, there is a passage which has 
seemed to me not inappropriate to St. Vincent, and I venture to 


repeat it. He says :— There is no royal road to increasing the 


wealth and prosperity of the island. This can only come from 
an increased production in it of articles for which there is a 
constant demand. A beginning in this direction is already 
observable, and when once the corner has been fairly turned 
the increase will go on at an accelerated pace. With an 
increase of production the revenue will increase, and means will 
become available for improving and extending the means of 
communication throughout the Island. The people are not 
wanting in energy and resource, and they will have to exercise 
both, in the present condition of the Island, in getting their 


“ produce to market.” 


I have, &e. 
Cuas. Bruce. 


WINDWARI 
JSLANDs, 
1894, 
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The following, among other reports relating to Her Majesty’s 
Colonial Possessions, have been issued, and may be obtained for a few 
pence from the sources indicated on the title page :— 


ANNUAL. 

— ae 
No. Colony. Year. 
i 

104 | Victoria - - - 1892 
105 | Bermuda - - - | 1893 
106 | Gambia - - : ¥ 
107 | Hong Kong - : ” 


108 St. Vincent - < 
109 | Gibraltar - - 
110 Bahamas - - 
111 | Turks and Caicos Islands 
112 Leeward Islands - 


8 6.500 Q -.0* @ Oo & 
a7" 8 8, Rent OS 
~~ 


113 | Barbados - . - "9 
114 | Malta - “ - - 
115 Zululand - ” - 


116 | British Honduras - 
117 | Trinidad and Tobago 
118 | Falkland Islands - 


€ 668 
we 
a 


119 | Rodrigues - - - ~ - ret 
120 | Mauritius - - - - - 
121 | Strait Settlements - - - ™ 
122 | Labuan - - - - - a 
123 | Basutoland - - - - . - | 1893-94 
124 | St. Lucia - « © - - -| 1893 
125 | St. Helena - - - - - - ma 
126 Ceylon - - - - - - 3 
127 | Fiji - - - - - - - 
128 | Grenada - - - * - - er 
129 | Sierra Leone - - - - - = 
130 | British Bechuanalan - - - - | 1893-94 
131 | British New Guinea > - - - | 1892-3 & 
1893-4 
132 | Lagos ~ - - > - - | 1893 
133 | British Guiuna - ~ - - = | 1893-94 
1384 | Jamaica - - - - - - 4 
135 | Newfoundland : - - - - {| 1893 
186 | Gold Coast - - - - - “ Fe 
ee a ead am ican a na Re oR eae en ee amare 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
Ae RIS oP i Aes + Bl a etek BR SEDER a ee ee ee 
No. Colony. Subject. 
ED TF) Se SR acannon MERA. SES Dk Sa SS 
1 | Gold Coast - - | Economic Agriculture. 
2 | Zululand - - - | Forests. 
8 | Sierra Leone 8 - - | Geology and Botany. 
4 | Canada - - © « | Emigration. 
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No. 137. 
ZULULAND. 


[for Report for 1893 see Colonial Report (Annual) No. 115.] 


Sir W. F. Herty-Hurcainson to the Marquzss or Ripon. 


Government House, Pietermaritzburg, 
My Lorp, Natal, April 2, 1895. 

I rorRWARD the Blue Book for Zululand for 1894, with a 
report thereon by the Resident Commissioner, Sir Marshal 
Clarke. 

2. Referring to the section on population, Sir Marshal Clarke 
informs me that of the 12,500 square miles which Zululand is 
estimated to contain, 3,200 square miles, a little more than 25 per 
cent., is uninhabited. The probability is that a large part of the 
uninhabited area is uninhabitable on account of fever and the 
cattle and horse disease known as “ Nayana.” The Native 
population, estimated at 165,121, averages about 17°75 to the 
square mile of inhabited country. 

3. With regard to the locusts, I learn that they appear to have 
done considerable damage this year in the neighbourhood of 
Melmoth, but that the gardens between Eshowe and the Tugela 
are, so far, doing well. The Natal Ministry are considering what 
steps should be taken with a view of minimising the ravages of 
the locusts: and it is my intention to work in accord with them, 
in Zululand, if possible. 

4, In forwarding this report, I desire to bear my testimony to 
the ability, tact, and judgment with which Sir Marshal Clarke 
performs the duties of Resident Commissioner in Zululand: and 
to his thorough knowledge and sympathetic understanding of the 
native character, which so eminently qualify him for the responsible 
position he holds.. 

I have, &c. 
WaLter Hety-Hutcuinson, 
Governor. 


ResipENT COMMISSIONER to GOVERNOR. 


Sir, Eshowe, Zululand, March 25, 1895. 
I wave the honour to transmit, herewith the unnual Blue 
Book relating to Zululand, for the year 1894, filled up as far as it. 


I 87000. Wt. 20348. 
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has been pogsible to do so, together with my report thereon, as 
required by the Colonial Regulation, No. 271. 


I have, &c. 
M. CuARKE, 
His Excellency Resident Commissioner. 
the Hon. Sir W. F. Hely-Hutchinson, K.C.M.G., 
&c.. &e. &e. 


Report by the ResipENT CoMMISSIONER on the BLrur Book 
for the year 1894.. 


REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE. 


The Revenue in 1894, amounted to 45,5922. as compared with 
43,6661. in the previous year, increases being shown in the returns 
as follows :— 


£ 
Hut-tax - ~ . 518 
Post and Palepraph- - - - 839 
Land Revenue - ~ - - 571 


The chief source of Revenue is Hut-tax, which. continues to be. 
paid with punctuality: each year large numbers of Natives leave 
Zululand seeking work in neighbouring States to acquire the 
means of paying their taxes. 

The increase in Post and Telegraph is principally due to the 
sale of stamps. 1,380/. was collected under this. head: of this, 
5302. approximately was received: from. stamp collectors. 

The increase in Land Revenue is due to the Jarge number of 
prospectors’ licenses issued during the year. 

The Expenditure was 43, 9231, being 5,0694 in excess. of that 
in 1893, and 1,669/., short of the revenue received. during 
year. The items under which the principal increases will be seen. 
are :— 


£ 
Resident Commissioner’s Establishment - 903 
Education - - - - - 481. 
Pensions - ~ - - - 744 
Public Works ~ - - - 4,254 


The several returns which have been furnished from the 
Treasury show the sound condition of the finances of the 
Territory. 


ASSETS AND LIABILITIES. 


The total assets on the!3lst December, 1894, exceeded the: 
liabilities of the Territory on that date by 39,0372. 16s, 1d.. 
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A sum of 19,500/ remained invested by the Crown Agents Zuxoranp. 


in Colonial and other securities, and the interest on these 
Investments amounted to 6241. 10s. 4d. 

Additional surplus funds, being available, were temporarily 
deposited in the local bank, and yielded 100/. im interest during 
the year. 


Pusuic Works. 


Deviations in the main roads between Tugela and Eshowe and 
Melmoth have been made during the past year. In the latter 
section a saving of distance of 17 miles has thus been effected. 

Ferry-boats have been placed on the Matikulu, the Umblatuzi, 
and the White Umfolozi rivers at the main crossings. These 
were much called for, as, during the wet season such as occurred 
last year, rivers were impassable for days at a time, and both traffic 
and mail service interrupted. 


LEGISLATION. 


Twelve proclamations were issued during the year, the most 
important of which were :— 


(a.) For the regulation and management of gaols, 

(6.) For the extension of jurisdiction of native chiefs in civil 
and eriminal matters. 

(c.) For the regulation of mining. 

(d.) For the establishment of a money-order convention with 
the Colony of Natal. 

(e.) For the preservation of timber and forests. 


POPULATION AND VITAL STATISTICS. 


The European population in 1894 was 994, as compared with: 


857 in the previous year. The only means of arriving at an 
estimate of the Native population is by a calculation on the 


amount of hut-tax collected, a method which must be misleading.. 


As a basis for the purpose of this calculation, the magistrates were 
instructed to reckon at the uniform rate of 314 souls, or 137 males 
and 1,%,4, females per hut. ‘The last census was calculated on the 
basis of these figures, after a systematic enquiry as to the average 
number of occupants and the proportion of males: and females in 
each hut. 

The total population of the territory is estimated at 13-30 to the 
square mile, but, owing to the prevalence-of malarial fever, a large 
section of Zululand is uninhabited. A number of kraal sites were 
abandoned in consequence of the exceptional severity of fever in 
1893, and of the heavy losses in cattle sustained at the: same time 
from Nagana and other diseases. 


1894, 
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Small-pox, 


Several outbreaks of small-pox occurred in the Eshowe, 
Nkandbla, and Nqutu districts. 

The total number of natives who suffered from this epidemic 
was about 1,149. There were 41 deaths reported, and over 
30,000 persons were vaccinated, at a total cost to the Government 
of 5991, 4s. 8d. Some of the missionaries vaccinated numbers of 
Zulus free of charge, and otherwise rendered valuable assistance 
towards checking the spread of the disease. All the kraals in 
which small-pox made its appearance were isolated, and the 
quarantine arrangements were successfully carried out from 
time to time by native guards in co-operation with the tribal 
Chiefs, 

The disease was completely stamped out towards the end of the 
year. 

So long as small-pox exists in Johannesburg in the South 
African Republic, outbreaks may be expected to occur in 
Zululand, which is one of the chief sources of its native labour 


supply. 


EDUCATION. 


The total expenditure on Education in 1894 amounted to 
4811, 16s. Od. At the commencement of the year the education 
offered to Europeans and natives was under the direction of the 
different churches and mission societies established in the country, 
aud it seemed advisable, both for general reasons and considering 
the amount of money at the disposal of Government, to aid the 
work already in progress rather than to initiate a new system. 
Accordingly, the heads of the various missions were consulted, 
and a grant was made for each society that carried on educational 
work amongst the Zulus, in proportion. to the number of pupils 
attending specified schools which appear to be conducted in such 
a manner as to justify Government in granting assistance. The 
proportion allotted to each school was then submitted by the 
heads of the missions for approval. In this way grants were made 
as follows :— 


£ 

English Church of South Africa, 18 schools - 220 

Norwegian Missionary Society, four schools - 50 
Church of Norway Mission (Established by 

Schreuder) Society, one school ‘ ee 

Swedish Missionary Society, one school - “ 8 


There was but one school in Zululand available solely for 
European children during the year, z.e., at Eshowe, under the 
direction of the Bishop of the Church of South Africa. This 
school is self-supporting, so far as the teaching is concerned, but 
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the accommodation is inadequate. A portion of the Education vote Zovtanp. 


viz., 80d. 16s. Od., was spent in beginning a school-room, which 
will be completed shortly, at a cost of 300/. It is intended to 
lend this building, free of charge, to the Church, for the exclusive 
use of the school, on the condition that the school is subject to 
Government inspection, that the result of such inspection is 
satisfactory, and that such rules and regulations as may from 
time to time be issued by the Government in connection with 
Government-aided schools are complied with. It was intended 
to establish a school for European children at Melmoth, 
the centre of a large farming district, but there is a great difficulty 
in obtaining the services of duly qualified teachers for country 
schools in South Africa. Steps are being taken to get a teacher 
from England. There is also a small school at the Nondweni 
mining centre for which Government aid is now being asked. 
There are only two industrial schools in Zululand, both at 
Eshowe—one under the Norwegian Mission, where smith’s work, 
carpentering, and waggon-making are taught, the other, a printing 
and book-binding establishment ‘belonging to the Church of 
South Africa. Both of these schools are working satisfactorily 
and have received an aggregate grant from Government of 
1002. 


AGRICULTURE. 


The Zulus, a pastoral rather than an agricultural people, have 
been accustumed to cultivate little more than what has been 
necessary to meet their immediate wants, but of late heavy 
losses in cattle, and a growing appreciation of the value of money, 
have induced many of them to purchase ploughs or to hire others 
to plough for them. This has increased the area under 
cultivation. 


Last year the grain crop in the Eshowe, Lower Umfolozi, 
Nkandla, and Nqutu districts was a comparative failure, and 
quantities of mealies were imported from Natal, the South Atrican 
Republic, and Basutoland, the Zulus paying as much as 12 or 
1l. 10s. a bag. 


The soil is generally suitable for cultivation, but beyond the 
coast-belt it is not exceptionally rich; the Zulus have often to 
break up fresh ground for their gardens, and the farmers in 
Proviso B, have to manure their lands before they can hope for 
satisfactory crops. 


Locusts, 


Large swarms of locusts passed over the whole, and settled in 
many parts, of Zululand during the months of November and 
December, doing much damage to standing crops. These pests 
are not known to have appeared in the country for nearly 30 
years. It is reported that large swarms of young locusts are 
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growing up along the coast, and the magistrates have been 
instructed to encourage and to assist the natives by all the means 
in their power to destroy them. 


Stock. 


Heavy losses from horse-sickness were experienced during the 
year in the upper districts of the territory, where, up to this time, 
the disease was little known ; this is attributed to the exceptionally 
heavy rainfall; at the same time, the low country, always 
unhealthy for horses, did not seem exceptionally affected. 

The deaths reported of horned cattle, ascribed to the disease 
called Nagana, were not as numerous as the year before. 

By favour of the military authorities, the services of Surgeon- 
Captain Bruce, A.M.D., an eminent bacteriologist, were obtained 
to investigate this disease and ascertain its aflinity to the result 
ascribed to the bite of the Tsetse-fly. He was engaged on these 
investigations at the close of the year. 


Garden Boundaries. 


After the Zulu war the Chief Hlubi, a Basuto with a following, 
was settled in the Nqutu District. 

The Zulus and Basutos are not good neighbours; the former 
cultivate fields about their kraals and feed their cattle beyond, the 
Basuto cultivate at a distance from their villages and herd their 
milch-cattle and plough oxen close by. Disputes as to trespass 
and damages to crops naturally arise from this diversity of 
system. 

As Hlubi persisted in an unfounded claim to be paramount 
chief of the entire district, disputes and quarrels often occurred 
which threatened to lead to serious disturbances. 

It was accordingly considered necessary to assign garden 
boundaries to the various chiefs. 

This, so far, seems to work satisfactorily. 


MINES. 


Gold, the mineral which attracted most attention on the 
part of prospectors and capitalists in Zululand, occurs under 
three conditions :— 

(1.) In quartz-veins and reefs, encased for the most part in 
highly tilted metamorphic schists striking always more or less 
east and west. 

(2.) In banket-beds inter-strat‘fied with sandstones and 
quartzites. 

. (3.) As an alluvial deposit. 
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The principal gold-fields are :— 


Name. Situation. | Formation. 

1. Nondweni - - | Nqutu District - - | Quartz, reef and Banket. 

2. Ulundi <= - Entonjaneni District - | Banket. 

3. Melmoth - “ - | Entonjaneni District + Quartz, reef and alluvial. 

4, Upper Insuzi - Banket. 

5. Umblatuzi - Banket. 

Nkandhla District.. = - 

é. Vungwini - “ Quartz veins and alluvial. 
7. Nkunzana- “ Quartz veins and alluvial. 


qx 


The Nondweni Gold-Fields are situated in the North-western 
portion of Zululand, know as the Nqautu district, on Crown 
Lands. 

The maximum length of the fields is about nine miles, and the 
breadth about five miles, 

At the close of the year there were 113 prospecting areas 
registered, representing approximately 12 square miles. 

Besides a considerable extent of auriferous banket-beds, 30 
gold-bearing quartz-reefs and leaders, running more or less 
parallel to one another, have been proved on these fields. The 
gold contained is free near the surface and maintains that. 
characteristic in the deepest shaft yet sunk, 200 feet. 

There is a deposit of graphite on the western side of the fields, 
but no work has yet been done to prove its extent or commercial 
value. Much desultory prospecting work has been carried on 
for some years, the total depth of shafts sunk amounting to 
about 5,500 feet, and the length of drives and cross-cuts to about 
2,000 teet. 

There are 21 syndicates and one limited company holding 
properties on these fields; the remainder of the occupied ground 
being held by individual prospectors and private capitalists. 

Amongst the principal properties are :— 


(a.)— The Enterprise Mine. 


Three mining leases and a water-right have been granted to 
the Enterprise Gold Mining and Prospecting Syndicate, and a 
mill-site lease has been applied for. The average of tree gold 
won over the plates was 7 dwts. 20°8 grains per ton of quartz 
crushed ; the value of the retorted gold being 31. 8s. 4d. per 
ounce. 

The gross expenditure on the property up to the 31st December, 
1894 is returned at 8,917/. 

I 87000, 
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(b..—Von Levetzou’s Luck. (De Waal’s Syndicate.) 


A quartz-reef runs through this property where a shaft has 
been sunk to a depth of about 50 feet, in which several pockets of 
exceptionally rich quartz bave been found. 


(c.)— Sisters Gold Mining Company. 

On this property, which was originally pegged out in 72 claims, 
two principal gold-bearing deposits have been discovered and 
followed, one consisting of a species of stockwerke containing in- 
numerable thin quartz veins, many of which carry visible gold, 
and the other of a small leader, very rich in free gold, in Cecomposed 
ground, down to a depth of about 120 feet. 

Native labour is cheap and as a rule plentiful. The rate of 
wages ranges from 10s. to 30s. per month, exclusive of food, the 
average being about 25s.a month. Huropean miners earn from 
81. to 16/1. a month, out of which their board would cost them 
about 4/, 

The climate of Nondweni, and all other gold-fields of Zululand, 
is exceptionally healthy. The various spruits and rivers will 
afford an ample supply of water for many large batteries. Coal is 
found in the neighbourhood of Nondweni, and suitable woods can 
be obtained from the forests 40 miles distant. 

The White population numbers about 160 persons. 

There are 131 prospecting license-holders, many of whom are 
not resident at Nondweni. 

A passenger cart runs between Dundee, Natal, and Denny- 
Dalton, calling at Nondweni once a week. 

The greater part of the work done has been confined to a form 
of sarface-scratching which is inadequate for the proper proving 
and development of the reefs, the commercial value of which can 
only be ascertained and turned to account by serious development 
workings. In the two principal instances where development has 
been attempted, namely at the “ Enterprise” and “ Sisters,” the 
vesults obtained have been of such an encouraging nature as to 
otter inducement to the introduction of capital on a larger 
scale. 

These two properties have so far turned out oyer 30002. worth 
of gold over the plates, without considering the value of the 


tailings. 
Il.-— Ulundi Fields. 


These fields are on the left bank of the White Umfolozi River 
a few miles north of the Ulundi battle-field. 

The Denny Dalton Mine, which is attracting a good deal of 
attention, is situated on a farm on the opposite bank of this river 
in the South African Republic. The number of areas pegged on 
the Ulundi fields standing on the register on the 31st December 
was 70, revresenting about 8} square miles, but very little 
prospecting work, beyond the merest surface scratching, has as yet 
been done. 
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Ill.—Melmoth Fields. 


Hareward Gold Mining Company.—The property of this 
company, in extent 606 acres, is situated about 7 miles from 
Melmoth. A good deal of irregular mining has been done since 
the property was taken over by the Hareward Syndicate in 1889. 
During the year October 1893 to Octaber 1894, 495 feet of sink- 
ing, 302 feet of driving, and 9.150 square feet of stoping were 
executed. 352 tons of quartz were milled yielding 314 ozs, 
12 dwts. of gold or an average of 17 dwts. 21 grs. of free gold 
per ton exclusive of tailings. The expenditure for the same 
period amounted to 988/. ‘lhe total expenditure from 1889 to 
December 1894, is returned at 12,1672. 3s. 9d. 

The property includes a creek where alluvial gold exists over a 
distance of some 2 miles. 


IV.— Upper Insuzi Valley. 


These fields which were only discovered in August, extend 
over an area of about 9 square miles. 

The nature of the deposit consists of layers of micaceous sand- 
stones, auriferous banket, fine conglomerates, grits, and indurated 
sandstone, occurring in a succession of separate series, each series 
being evidently of ccnsiderable thickness, Fifty-two prospecting 
areas, representing about 5} square miles, have been pegged off, 
21 Europeans and about 80 natives being emploved in prospecting. 


The result of the work done would go to prove the existence of 


a great number of parallel layers of auriferous banket, varying in 
thickuess from 4 inches to 4 feet. 


V.i— Umilatuzi. 


On the upper reaches of thie river, near the boundary line of 
the South African Republic, the same banket formation as that 
described as existing in the Upper Insuzi Valley is found. ‘Three 
prospecting areas have been pegged off at these fields on private 
Jands, and nine on crown lands. 


CoaLs. 


The coal-measures in Zululand are mostly found in mountain 
ranges. Up to the present, the only seams which have been in 
any way opened up are :— 


(1.)—In the Nqutu Range, Nqutu District. 


A seam, varying in thickness from 2 to 3 feet at its outcrop, 
has been found to extend overa considerable area. It is probable 
that a good anthracite steam-coal will be found when further 
drives have been made into the hillside containing this seam. 


(2.)— Qudeni Range, Nkandhlu District. 


In one place here a coal seam, averaging a little over 1 foot in 
thickness, comes to the surface near the top of the,range. Some 
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distance south of this point, what would apparently be the same 
seam again outcrops on the slopes of the Qudeni range, which 
are covered by a vast forest. The coal formation here constitutes 
the whole upper portion of this range of mountains, covering a 
considerable extent of country. ‘This is a good anthracite steam 
coal. 


(3.)—St. Lucia Coal Fields, Hlabisa District. 


Large deposits of anthracite coal are said to exist near St, Lucia 
Bay, 60 miles north-east of Eshowe, and 160 miles from the port of 
Durban, Natal. 

Four bore-holes and two shafts have been sunk on the deposit. 

No. | bore (near the outcrop) passed through 20 feet of sand- 
stone and then through 24 feet of coal. 

No. 1l bore (on the dip) after passing through 124 feet of 
sandstone anu shale encountered the coal seam which it traversed 
for 50 feet, a thin deposit of fire-clay lying immediately above the 
seam. 

A lease of 4,000 acres was applied for on 8th April 1893, but 
has not yet been granted by the Government. 


HospitTaLs. 


Dispensaries have been established at Eshowe and at Ndwandwe, 
where the district surgeon gives advice free to Natives. A fee of 
1s. is charged to cover the cost of medicines prescribed. These 
have been open since 13th February 1894, at Eshowe, and since 
Ist April 1894, at Ndwandwe. The number of attendances has 
been 441 and 283, at the two places respectively. 


Post anp TELEGRAPH. 


A daily post-cart service, for the conveyance of mails and 
passengers between Bond’s Drift on the Natal border and Eshowe, 
was opened on the 1st December, a contract being concluded for 
the term of three years on a subsidy from the Government at the 
rate of 650/. per annum, Whilst securing an improvement ir 
postal communication, the establishment of this service greatly 
facilitates travelling on the main road to and from Natal. 


Eshowe, Zululand, MarsHaL CLAREE, 
March 21, 1895. Resident Commissioner, 
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